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Our Word

THE ostrich is prized for its feathers. In

relation to the vital realities of
national and international affairs 'fea-
thers' is about all the BES.L. and the
M.O.T.H. organisations are good for,
judging from press reports of their re-
cent national congresses.

At the congress of the hot-"breath
and hoary" boys, the general with the
unpronounceable name oozed ladlesful
of emolients on the wounded feelings of
the national chairman and his coterie,
who complained that they had suffered
all sorts of indignities because the
B.ES.L. had steadfastly and bravely
refused to 'take part in politics’, even
when that refusal meant surrendering
their own Cape Coloured members to
the loss of their most valuable political
right—the vote.

The general soothed all injuries to in
tellectual pride by saying: "You have
done right: you have done well: |, a
General, say this. Carry on, you valiant

ones.

And, we assume, the B.ES.L. will car
ry on gallantly, even if ihe English lan-
guage is deemed second-grade and the
Jews lose the vote and the republic is
declared and the dictator assumes pow-
er and the trade unions are 'national-
ised' and the tramp of the jackboot is
heard in the streets.

Ostriches were not mobilised in Werld
War |l. Now, we do not believe that the
B.E.S.L. and the M.O.T.H. members are

lihrilz ostriches. Yet, according to con-
gress debates, the attitude of delegates
te another world war was as unthinking
and inhuman as one might expect the
attitude of an ostrich to be.

The M.O.T.H. delegates have start-
ed to worry about demobilisation bene-
fits for the 'next war' and the B.ES.L.
are anxious about the state of our de-
fences. In Canada, in France, in Brit-
ain, in the United States and in South
Africa there are ex-servicemen who are
struggling to ENSURE PEACE, who are
striving to combat wﬂr-prﬂpmi]ﬂndd, to
give coherence to the people’s 'will-to-
peace.’

We accuse all ex-servicemen and all
ex-service organisations who hold a
negative attitude to peace of positively
assisting the on-set of war. In so doing
— let their consciences take note —
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i'||0iy are throwing the men, women and
children of the world, the culture of the
world, the total heritage that our fathers
have left us, into the devouring flames
from which ne man, no system, no creed
can escape,
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THE OPPOSITION’S TACTICS
IN THE CRISIS

THE actions of the United Pa

A Criticism

rty since the constitutional crisis began have been

a mixture of boldness and timidity. One gets the impression every now and

then that the United Party

surges up and stifles all action.

No one suggests that the United Par-
ty must act recklessly or irresponsibly,
but if the Nationalists are to be defeated
their every blow must be matched with
even more vigorous blows,

A STEP BACKWARDS.

The United Party has already taken a
big step backwards. It has rejected any
assistance from the Non-Europeans. Ac-
cording to Mr, A, E. P. Robinzon, the
United Party member for Langlaagte,
this s a “White man’s fight”, This
utterance shows exactly how the United
Party intends waging this struggle. The
Mon-European groups, for whom this is
a matter of fundamental importance, for
whom it is a matter of life and death,
must sit quietly in the grandstand while
the White men settle the quarrel.

It is this attitude which has nﬂM£ur-
alysed the United Party's efforts from
the start; and it is this attitude which
now threatens to cripple the strength
of the entire anti-Mationalist front.

There is nothing involved about the
crisis. It is merely the climax of Nat-
ionalist rule. Either the Nationalists
now go on to establish a dictatorship,
ar else they are defeated. This is the most
important struggle that has yet been
waged in the Union since the National-
ists came to power. It may mean the
death of our present system of govern-

THE TRAGEDY OF IT!

", . . Every monument of the
white man pe

rpetuates the memo-

of the annihilation of some
Hack community: every celebra-
tion of victory the remembrance
of our defeat: his every feast
means our famine and his laughter
our tears.”

—Dr. Molema, African Ha‘ﬁnnal

Congress. I

realises that it must win this fight or lese eve
but then the familiar fimidity which is almost a trade-mark of the Unit

hing;
Party

ment; or, if the democratic forces are
sufficiently determined, it could lead
South Africa to the road of democracy.

DICTATORSHIP.

It does not matter whether the “High
Court of Parliament™ Bill which the
Government have introduced is legally
valid or not. If it is legally wnsound, then
of course the Nationalists will be preci-
Eitamd into another crisis and they will

forced to resort to action even more
drastic than they at present contemplate.

But even if the Bill is legally "fool-
proof' — to adopt the current phrase
— then it still means that a dictator-
ship is being set up. There is not the
slightest doubt that the Nationalists in-
tend altering our present system of Gov-
ernment radically. They may do it
legally or illegally — ﬂZai is the only

differance.

The change that is brought about is
this: Where the walidity of an act of
Parliament iz concerned, the highest
court in the country will be not the Ap-
peal Court, but the MNationalist majority
in Parliament.

The Nationalists have thrown aside all
pretences in this fight and are using
every weapen in their armoury, Anti-
Semitism iz only one of these weapons
— a vicious anti-Jewish campaign has
been launched by the Mationalists. The
United Party must meet this challenge.

It has made many mistakes since the
crisis began, but it still retains the initia-
tive. Mr. Strauss disappointed many of
his followers with his timid, colourless
behaviour in Parliament when the whole
country was waiting for him to set a
lead; and even now, when it is clear that

ordinary citizen is roused and is pre-
pared to fight for his rights, the United
Party leaders are still torn between the
impulze to pull no ]E:nche:s and the fear
that the pace may become too hot,

SOME GOCD SPEECHES.

Nevertheless, the United Party has
never been so aroused since the National-
ist rule began. There have been some
good fighting speeches in Parliament, and
for the first time the Nationalist tac-
tics of intimidation have met with little
success, Usually the Nationalist: manage
to intimidate the United Party into “ton-
ing down" its attack, but not this time.
This is a tremendous advance, and it has
caused surprise and dismay in the Gov-
ernment benches.

The Government attack has been turn-
ed full blast on the Torch Commando.
This Gevernment, whose leaders wanted
a German victory and who did not pro-
test against wartime sabotage, are now
accusing the thousands of ex-servicemen

. who are members of the Torch Comman-

do of plotting the forceful overthrow of
the Government. Dr., Malan and Mr.
Swart have hinted darkly at alleged
secret plans of the Torch Commando.
Obviously this campaign against the
ex-servicemen in the Torch Commando
18 to continue, and an attempt iz going
to be made to persuade United Party
supporters to dissociate themselves from

‘the Torch Commando.

These are the tacties which the united
front of the United Party, Labour Party
and Torch Commando will have to face.
There is every reason fo hope for suc-
cess for the democratic forces. The
meeting in the Cape Town City Hall
which Mr. Strauss addressed — and
which saw Mr. Strauss at his best —
showed that the people of Scuth Africa

are aroused,

SIEDAAR DIE REGTERS!

‘ll"n:Ig_nn: Dr. Donges se verduideliking
van die regering se ,troefkaart wets-
ontwerp weord die parlement as die be-
slissende hof vir Gondwetlike vraagstul-
ke heuoli. Voordat lesers egter beslujt
oor wat hulle van die wetsontwerp dink
behoort almal eers 'n paar eksemplare
van Hansard te lees, en ocordeel dan
volgens wat parlementslede te s& het
treml agterbankers aan regeringskant) of

ierdie mense bevoeq sal wees om as
Regters op te tres,
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GUEST WRITERS' CORNER
THE WILL OF THE PEOPLE
IN SOUTH AFRICA’S HISTORY
Ll o v Bk byl M M
situation their "will" might be. Teansvaal has become a classic. The

The Bantu are literal

ly "the people” and they form the overwhelming

majority of the population. They have no strong desire to continue to live in
semi-slavery and subjection; but it may be urged that they have not as yet

WILLED their emancipation. Willing implies uni
aim, persistence in action. The Bantu as a who

of purpose, consciousness of
came near to it during the

I.C.U. upsurge of 1920-27 when they built an organisation one hundred thousand
strong. But the aim was too vaguely formulated, its details unspecified, the
means of achieving it hardly considered. Persistence was not maintainad.

AFRICAN WOMEN'S FIGHT.

African women did better when they
fought on a specific issue in the Orange
Free Stat: in 1913-20. In 1913 the pro-
vincial council gave municipal authori-
-ties the right to impose a pass law on
African women in the OF5 A cam-
paign of passive resistance followed, Be-
ginning in a small way, it grew in in:
tensity. Th: women simply refused to
carry passes. In Senckal, Bloemfontein,
Winburg and Marquard they were sen-
tenced in scores, in hundreds, to fines
or imprisonment. They refused to pay
the fines, preferring to go to gaol. The
authorities could not withstand the op-
pusition. They capitulated, The will of
the women prevailed.

Locking back en our history we find
numerous examples of how governments
both autocratic or parliamentary have
had to bow before the will of the peo-
ple. The people concerned have had
in sach case a good cause; they have
been united; they have been vocal.

In 182228 the struggle for the free-
dom of the press was started by Pringle.
Greig and Fairbairn, These men had
ideals and were prepared to fight for
them. They had the support of the over-
whelming majority of the colonists. They
had history on their side, for autocratic
povernment wag becoming an anachron-
ism in the Western World. The Incal
dictator, Lord Charles Somersct, did not
bow bzfore the storm, but the Brirish
Government did. It removed him from
office.

ANTI-CONVICT LEAGUE.
Fairbairn figured again in the anti-
convict agitation of 1849, As president
of the Anti-Convict League he led the

campaign against the .ttempt of the Brit-

Our guest writer is

Dr. EDDIE ROUYX,
Author of the valuable sourcebook of
South African history, "Time Longer

than Rope" and lecturer in Botany at the
University of the Witwatersrand. ~

ish Government to make the Cap: a
penal settlement. The overcrowded statc
of British prisons at the time was duc
largely to the imprisonment of Chartists
in England and Repealers in Ireland.
But the prisoners despatched to Soutl
Africa in the Neptune weze common
criminals, not political ones. The col-
onists now had a free press to help them.,
They signed petitions in Cape Town,
Port Elizabeth, Grahamstown and other
centres. The citizens of Cape Town
pledged themselves not to supply the
MNeptune with provisions when she ar-
rived in Table Bay. The ship put in to
Simonstown, but the church bells tolled
a funeral dirge and no food was obtain-
able there cither. The “Strike™ continued
for five months, at the end of which
time Earl (rey, Secretary of State for
the Colonies apologised for his “mis-
take” and ordered the ship to proceed to
Tismania. Whiteside says, “The victory
thus won encouraped the Australians to
stoutly resist the further transportation
of eriminals to their country, and in
1853 the system was finally abandoned
by the British authorities.”

INDIAN CAMPAIGN.

The Indian campaign in MNatal ({1go6-
1g13) affords an example of how an op-
presscd and despised minority gained

march coincided with a general strike of
Indian workers in Natal. The Botha-
Smuts government capitulated: abolished
the iniquitous one-sided poll tax on In-
dians, and also restored the legal status
of Indian married Women who, by un
interpretation of the Supreme Court, had
been reduced to the status of concubines.
The methods developed by Gandhi in
South Africa were subsequently used
with telling effect in India and resulted
eventually in that country achieving its
independence. '

The various campaigns | have men-
tioned were conducted by voteless peo-
ple. In more recent times our history
provides an example of how mass pres-
sure by an electorate has forced a gov-
ernment to change its plans and finally

to resign and submit to the judgment of
the voters.

THE RAND REVOLT,

In 1922 the white miners went on
strike for economic demands. The Gov-
ernment soon abandoned any attempe
to negotiate a settlement and Smuts
stated that he would “allow things to
develop.”  They developed into the
“"Rand Rewvolt” and civil war on the
Witwatersrand. During and after the
disturbances thousands of workers were
arrestzd. Special tribunals (in which the
accused were denied the privilege of trial
by jury) were appointed. Long, Hull and
Lewis were condemned to death and it
seemed that many others were doomed
to follow them to the gallows., But they
sang the "Red Flag™ on the scaffold and,
when they were buried at Brixton Ceme.
tery, the largest procession which Johan-
neshurg has ever seen followed their cof-
fins. The Strike Prisoners’ Relcase Com-
mittee covered the country with mect-
ings of protest. The slogan “Release the
strike prisoners” was chalked up every-
where. Smuts was forced to call a halt.
The murder charges still outstanding
were withdrawn, Eventually a complete

(Continued on page 11.)
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DIE PAD VAN DIE TOEKOMS

EI.I{E persoen in die land besef vandag dat daar onrus in Suid-Afrika is. Elkeen

van ons voel dat daar veranderingé rondom ons plaasvind. Dit skyn of die
ou ,Lui-lekker-lewe'’ van die verlede tot 'n einde gekom het, en ons weet nou
eenmaal nie wat die dag van mdre sal vooribring nie.

Die publick, die man in die straat, kan
dit alles nou nie juis goed verstaan nie.
Hy kan nie sy vinger op die moeilikheid
druk nie. Die gewone burger iz half in
die harwar. Daar is iets verkeerd maar
wat is dit? '

As ek en jy nou egter gaan stilsit en
dink en die saak goed ontleed dan vind
ons die volgende, Gedurende die laaste
tien tot vyftien jaar het Suid-Afrika baie
groot veranderinge ondergaan. Sedert die
begin van die laaste oorlog het die land
geweldig wvooruitgegaan op industriele
gebied. Honderde fabricke het opgeskiet
en op elke gebied iz vooruitgang ge-
maak. Selfs in die staal- en swaar ny-
werhede het ons begin ons rol te speel.
Groot hoeveelhede kapitaal is belé in
hierdie nywerhede en tien duisende wer-
kers is vandag werksaam in fabrieke.

Maar wat h'ﬂ-‘ dit nou met die geveg
in die parlement te doen; wat gaan dit
alles die nie-blanke vraagstuk aan?

In die verlede was die meerderheid
van die nie-blankes op die platteland in
die goudmyne werksaam, Die blanke wer-
kers het al die geskoolde en semi-geskool-
de werk gedoen. Hulle het al die poste
in die Staatsdiens en die spoorwee be-
klee. Die staatskantore en die spoorwes
kon voorbly met die werkkragte tot hul-
le beskikking. Die posdiens het baie goed
voorsien aan die behoefte. Die spoorweé
"~ kon al die vervoerwerk baas raak, Die
staatskantore kon die publick bedien.
Persone het nie twee en drie inkomste-
belastingaanslae in cen maand ontvang
nie. Daar was nie 'n tckort aan werkne-
mers nie. Daar was ‘n persoon vir elke
pos.

Toe die uitbreiding van die nywerhede
egter begin het alles groot verandering
begin ondergaan, Tienduisende nie-blan-
kes het in die nywerhedz werksaam ge-
word, Duisende blankes het die meer
geskoolde werk in die nywerhede corge-
neem. Die platteland het begin kort raak
van arbeid en die boere het begin baan

- opskop. Die goudmyne het begin blanke

sowel as nie-blanke arbeid verloor. Die
n:EBnlsi.'aE: het beter poste in industrie ge-
vind. '

Staatsdiens en die Spoorwee het dui-
sende werknemets verloor en so het die
land al meer en meer woor nuwe pro-
bleme te staan Dit het duidelik

eword dat die like klein groepie
ankes nie, meer al die dienste kon lewer

nie: Die begrip dat slegs 'n blanke per-
soon geskoolde of semi-geskoolde werk
mag begin ons nou in die steek te

laat. Daar is nie genoeg blankes om die
werk te doen nie. Daar is nie genoeg
nie-blankes om die werk op die plase, in
die myne en in die fabrieke te doen nie.

Maturelle-arbeid was in die wverlede
volop in Suid-Afrika. En omdat dit vol-
op was het ons dikwels op onekonomiese
wyse te werk gegaan. Ons kan slegs ons
moeilikhedz oplos as ons op 'n baie meer
ekonomiese wyse sal te werk gaan. Pik
en graaf werk moet al meer en meer
padgee vir die masjien. Die nie‘blanke sal
moet toegelaat word om geskoolde werk
te doen of anders sal ons nywerhede nie
kan voortbestaan nie. Die grootskaalse
ontwikkeling van die mynwese sal nie
kan plaasvind as die nie-blank: nie toe-
gelaat word om 'n meer voorname rol te

speel nie.

En nou kom ons by die politieke stryd.
Die Masionale Regering is besig om te
probeer om die voorwaartse mars van
die geskiedenis in Suid-Afrika te stem.
Hierdie regering praat van die besker-
min':? van die blanke beskawing. Hulle
58 die naturelle moet terug na die Plat-
teland gaan. Hulle sé die ontwikkeling
van die nie-blanke as 'n geskoolde werker
in die nywerhede is 'n gevaar vir die
blanke. Vir my lyk dit asof die boere kort
is van arbeid en gevolglik s& hulle ver-
teenwoordigers in die Parlement dat die
MNaturelle uit die stede whou moast
word. Die propaganda-masjien van die
Nasionaliste is besig om vir die blanke
werkers te 58 dat hy sy werk sal ver-
loor as die Naturel toegelaat word om
Eaﬂmul:li \I::::I te doen. Enjnrl :J'; ::'n

akke van hierdie propaganda v ie
stories van die gevaar vir die blanke be-
skawing, die beskerming van die Afri-
kaanse taal, ens.

Hoe kan 'n beskawing voortbestaan
en groei en floreer as daar nie uitbrei-
ding op industriéle gebied is nie. Hoe kan
die beskawin aan as miljoene
van die bevolking nie toegelaat word om
te ontwikkel nie. Terug na die feudale
stelsel wil ons tog seker nie.

En. daarom moet die Malan-regering

. Hulle staan in die pad van Suid-

Afrika; hulle gaan in die wverkeerde
koers,

‘Maar jy en ek moet besef dat dit nic
maklik sa] wees om hierdie kérels uit die
saal te kry nie. Dit sal hard baklei vereis.

(Geskryf deur Theo Pienaar, Mainhuis
37, Mainstraat, Johannesburg.)

=
—

FRENCH EX-SOLDIERS AGAINST
GERMAN ARMY.

THE Executive Commjttee of the

French Union of Veterans' Associa-
tions (UFAC) met in Paris on February
28 and adopted a motion opposing Ger-
man rearmament. The meeting followed
the vote of the French National Assem-
bly approving the creation of the Euro-
pean Defence Community.

The UFAC motion states: Consider-
ing the fact that the basis upon which
the European Defence Community is
drawn up is tantamount to:

(1) a rearming of Germany and

(2) a liguidation of the French army
at a time when most of the

powers
that signed the Atlantic Pact are
preserving their national armies,

the Board of UFAC wishes to point out:

(1) that the French Union of Veterans'
- Associations remains resolutely hos-
tile to the rearmament of Germany
in any form whatsoever,

that it cannot subscribe to the liqui-
dation of the army which when duly
rebuilt should remain the guarantee
of the independence and freedom of

France.

The UFAC solemnly asserts its at-
tachment to peace, justice and freedom
and warns the directors of French polic
against the danger of engagements which
facilitate Germany’s rapid return to its
- I I w]it!f ‘:E i, r E” :ﬂ

(2)
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A MAN’S A MAN . ..

by “YETTA,” Legion’s Social Welfare Officer

THE first time Randall called at our
offices he wanted help with his ap-
fh'mtian for a Veteran's Pension and, as
assisted him with the filling in of the
form, I was touched by his gratitude and
humility for so small a service. His sis-
ter-in-law was with him and shes too,
;-I-lﬂ-l T:;lﬁ_fnl hfar his mkc.t It wa; not
ong before the impersonal note disap-
peared and a warmth and exchange of
confidences sprang up between the three
of us. .‘ -

Randall was a man over sixty who had
served in the first World War, having
joined up in England. He came to South
Africa after the war and was earming
comparatively good money on the fines,
where he was employed as a carpenter.
He was involved in a fight and stabbed
badly in his arm, leaving him disabled
and a third-rate, man at his trade; Then
followed unemployment, odd jobs badly
paid, economic instability, accompanied
b;irfr.l loss of self-respect in the man him-
seif. '

As I talked to him, I began to uinder-
stand why he had lost his grip ﬂ;:!:l life.’
why he was so apologetic abdut his
dress, and why there was the tight look
about his face.

We agreed that while he was awaitin
the outcome of his application we ww.lg
try to find him a job. He needed a shirt,
jacket, and some shoes to help him ap-
proach his job-hunting with some confi-
dence. The collar of shirt we found
for him needed twming. This was
tifully done by his sister-in-law. ~ The
shoes we gave him needed new soles, al-
though the uppers were quite new. Poor
Randall was so excited about the fact
that they looked Iik; new, that he gladly
mended the soles himself without any
difficulty — appearances were so terri-
bly important to him — and he was a
small shrunken man whose sixty vears
had told heavily on him,

Once when we thought we had a job
that might suit him we sent the Legion
car to ﬁtc}t him immediately, He could’
not come at once because he was wait-
ing for his “good shirt" to dry. But he
did not get that job.

Eventually he was awarded the Veter-
an's Pension of £10 per month and just
at that time, we got him fixed up with
work at Sheltered Employment at a wage

of approximately £3 75, 6d. per week.
He hnew that if he accepted the job
he' would have 10 forego the pension.
This he did without a moment’s hesita-
tion. He realised fully that his wages at
Sheltered Employment minus his tram
fare to and from work would amount
to little more than his Veteran's Pension
money, vet he preferred to earn his keep.

“Then followed a very hnppﬁ;cﬁad for
Randall. He was glad to be able to pay
the good people who had previously
housed him for nothing — 30/ per week
for his room and one meal a day. To
add to his good fortune the Legion was
approached by a Sports Club to find a
man for week-ends only to supervise the
change rooms, for which he would be
paid £1 10s. od. per week-end. Who
else but Randall for the job?

In my excitement to tell him about
it, I took a tram down to Braamfontein,
got out at the wrong stop, walked about
a mile, and, after knocking at half a
dozen doors, was just about to give up,
ﬂiﬁ'::f my own stupidity at not getting
the address right, when a good-natured
woman smiled down at the three quarrel
ling children who were cnnfun'n%um and
sm'g, “Of course, Randall stays here.”

He was in his room and his sister-in-
law was warming his dinner. There was
an air of hope in the room. I could sense
it in the newly-made cupboard made
from boxes, in the fresh white paint that
coated other articles of his handiwork,
and in their faces, When I told him of
the new prospect I was moved by their
suppressed joy,

Randall got the Sports Club job. He
planned to marry his sister-in-law, his
dead brother's widow. He was earning
the princely sum of approximately £5
ber week and his desire for stability was
s0 keen it was almost pathetic.

Dwring this period he was always com-
pletely reliable; every appointment, every
undertaking was meticulously carried out
and then lgandall fell dll. It was an old
complaint “Siroris of the Liver.” His
past had caught up with him, He did not
want to go to hospital but it was impera-
tive that he did so. His job at Sheltered
Employment would remain open to him,
but he was worried about losing the
Sports’ Club job, The Club agreed to my

suggestion to employ temporary labour
as long as they could. With this assur-
ancé Randall went to hospital,

We kept m touch with the hospital
and let Randall know we were keeping
an eve on his week-end job, and then
after about a month he was temporarily
discharged from hospital. He came to
see us at the office. He was not strong
enough to start at the Club that week-
end but he would phone the next weeg
and let us know. 1 had become so used
to adgepting Randall's word as his bond
that when he did not phone 1 knew
something had gone wrong and expected
his sister-in-law to phone. But .5?5: did
not,

Some weeks later I was buying bread
when I saw a man in the shop hungrily
eating buns. Something about him made
me look again. Tes, it was Randall and
when I spoke to him he broke down, "I
have been in terrible trouble — I have
been drinking again and been in gaol.”

I tried to put him at ease by talking
to him natucally. I tried to make him
see that this was not the end of the
world. We could possibly help him again
and I asked him to call at the office next
day. His sense of shame and failure was
too strong, however, and as I walked
away from him [ knew that he would
not come to $€€ us again.

As [ journcyed home on my bus after

‘leaving Randall, I reflected sadly on the

limitations of welfare work and my own
inability to reach across Randall's re-
serve and frustration,

If only I had been able to help him
see his misfortunes, commencing from
his arm dnjury, against a gmm% back-
round of insecurity, unemployment,
ow wages, ilness without provision, his
sense of values would have been differ-
ent. But he could only see what happen-
ed to him in relation to his own plans
and strivings for respectability. He had
been well schooled in the belief that life
had plenty to offer to those who wished
to get it — you were good and ndus-
trious and you reached the top — and
if you did not then there was something
wrong with you.

I remembered his words: “I have been
drinking again and in gaol.” Would it
have helped if I had asked, “Randall,
were you a drunkard before you weve
unemployed?’ [ don't think so — his
urgent searchings for success obscured
his understanding of even his own fail-
ure.

[ stepped off the bus thinking of

ert Burns's poem und his words, A
man's 4 man for 'a that and ‘a that.”
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THE WORLD TODAY

by BEN GILES

THE BUSINESSMEN GO EAST

E‘fEN in these days when steak and eggs seems to cost a prince’s ransom,
£200 million sounds like a lot of money.

But when it represents goods exchanged between countries of the capitalist
and socialist worlds, it is more than a substantial pile of good hard cash. It be-
comes a large contribution to inter-nation friendship, an antidote to the hysteria
of cold and preventive wars, and a threat to the continued tales of the “impes-
sibility” of co-existence of capitalist and socialist societies in a single world.

This is the measure of the consequenc-
es and significance of the recent Mos-
cow Ecomomic Conference, reports of
which have trickled through our iron
censorship screen. The £200 million deal
was only cne of the trade arrangements
negotiated by unofficial representatives
of capitalist private enterprisz in the
first post-war meeting with official re-
presentatives of socialist state enterprise.
Signed by delegates from the Central
People’s Government of China and of
Great Britain, it is a beginning from
which great ends may flow.

Perhaps £200 million is not sufficient
to startle a statistician used to globular
figures for global trade. But in the year
1952, world trade is not to be measured
in the astronomical figures of yesteryear.
The levels of trade are falling, and the
flow and exchange of goods between the
nations is drying up behind a self-im-
posed wall of import quotas, austerity
cuts and currency ages. Each new
desperate attempt of the western world
to e export levels up through in-
creased productivity, reduced costs and
slicker advertising has foundered on the
rocks. Only the flood of armaments
grows greater as social services and real
wages grow less.

Yet, crazily, in the midst of a despe-
rate search for export markets which is
the common need of all the western
countries, the great and open markets
of China, Russia, Poland and Czecho-
Slovakia are sealed from the west by an
iron curtain,

MADE IN AMERICA.

That curtain was fabricated in Ameri-
ca. Its name is the “Battle Act”, — a
name not without aptness, For the Bat-
tle Act ises to cut off at the source
all dollars flowing to the Marshall Aid
countries, if those countries trade with
the Socialist world in “warlike or stra-
tegic” materials. Marshall Aid, which
opened so hervically amidst the ad-men’s

cries of ‘open-handedness’ and ‘no-
strings' ends, appropriately, in the Bat-
tle Act — or as they call it in the harsh
lands where the soft Yankee drawl has
not penetrated, “economic blackmail.™

“Strategic and warlike” material is
an elastic and all embracing term in the
days of preparation for total war. Al
ready the “verboten" list reads like a
manufacturer’s directory; and the list is
still growing. Of the Anglo-Chinese £200
million deal, Britain's Board of Trade
has already banned 100 DBritish Locos,
ordered for Chinese Railways.

Locos, clearly, are both warlike and
strategic. The battle axe has not yet fall-
en on the balance of the order. No
doubt it will, because the arbiters of the
cold war claim for themselves the sole
right to trade with the beggarly and sub-
servient recipients of Marshall “Aid".
The Chinese order is for textiles—which
means uniforms to those who dream of
war; medicines, which sounds sinisterly
like the stuff that clutters up casualty
clearing stations; and chemicals, which
every schoolboy knows are good not only
for making stink bombs but also for ex-
plosives,

NIGHTMARE HYSTERIA.

In this world of ni%ihtmm hysteria of
thought and policy the governments of
Western Europe trail tamely along be-
hind their American educators. Mr. Dean
Acheson solemnly warns that the Mos-
cow Economic Conference threatens to
undermine the West, by gaining for the
wily reds war materials dispuised to lock
like jam and bow-ties. Accordingly, he
dictates, the Conference is to be .
ted. The pearls of Yankee wisdom do
not fall on deaf ears. British, French,
Dutch and Belgium governments pause
for a moment from their hoarse exhorta-
tions to the workers to produce more
and eat less, join in the idiotic act of
hari-kiri, and proclaim a boycott on the
East-West trade talks. ‘They sing in
solemn chorus:

“The other day upon the stair,
| met a4 man who wasn't there.
He wasn't there again tuday.

Oh how 1 wish he'd go away!”

Fartunately the Governments of West-
ern Europe, if they think at all, have no
M on thinking. Some business-
men of the West—excluding the United
States — managed to think for them-
selves above the clamour of the boycott
chorus. They thought no doubt of the
slow death creeping over the Lancashire
cotton mills, of the queuss growing long-
er at the labour exchanges and ouiside
the grocer's door where two ounces of
bacon is the prize, and of the paradox
that as production rises higher and high-
er, austerity and deficit mount in the
face of spiralling dollar import cuts.

MOSCOW TALKS.

Some businessmen, some economists
and some politicians thought for them-
selves and went to Moscow to talk. They
found it easier than they had dared hope.
and they remained to trade.

But that was Moscow.

The trouble started back home, in the
lands of the Marshall dollar and the
Battle Act. The bid for exports to the
East becomes willy-nilly a bid for ending
American domination and its cold war
policies of austerity and want.

Those who went to Moscow opened a
chink in the American iron curtain
around Eastern Europe and Asia. That
chink will bz widened by a flow of goods
in two directions, raising the standards
of life on both sides. The Conference
offered the west the chance to sell
ploughshares rather than wield swords,
to eat butter rather than fire guns.
Whatever Mr. Acheson may think,
whatever the West European Govern-
ments may think, the people of all coun-
tries will seize at that opportunity with
both hands.

CHAHCELLGR Adenauer has pub-
licly admitted that 130 members of

his foreign ministry staff were employed

in the same capacity as under Hitler.
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BRANCH

A SPECIAL general meeting of Johan-

nesburg members was called on
April 7th to discuss the Legion's attitude
to the Constitutional Crisis and to the
non-European . Resistance Campaign.
Jack Hodgson introduced the discussion
and unanimity was reached on the Le-
gion's role in relation to the non-Euro-
pean Liberatory struggle and the anpi-
Nat. fight. A number of practical sug-
gestions were made for implementation
by the Branch Committee, and a resolu-
tion was taken.

For several months the Legion has
been battling to get across itz point of
view to the United Party and the Torch
Commando. We believe that the non-
European struggle against oppressive
legislation is part of the whole struggle
against the MNationalists and we long ago
faced the fact that the most effective
means of demonstrating the Nats', inabi-
lity to rule was a “standstill” of indus-
try. |

The “truce” between the parliamen-
tary parties and the Torch Commando
brought home to the Branch Committee
that it was high time the Legion tock
its views to the public, and accordingly
a meeting was arranged for lunch-time
on Wednesday, oth April, at the City
Hall Steps.

The meeting waz well attended and
the speeches, which were excellently put
across, very well received. Cecil Wil-
liams, who dealt with the non-Buropean
Resistance Campaign, most persuasively
pointed out that the campaign was di-
rected against unjust laws and not
against Europeans generally, The other
speakers were Mr, Slovo, Mr. Beyle-
veld and Dr. Routh, who ably ‘dealt
with the Constitutional Crisis.

The following resolution was passed
unanimously.

This meeting of Johannesburg citizens

{a) condemns outright any Nationalist
attempt to sidestep the Appeal
Court’s decision on the “Separate
Representation of Voters' Act.”

(b) expresses our disapproval of the
Unitzd Party’s acceptance of a po-
litical truce in these critical times.

(c) expresces its sympathy with the
Non-Buropean peoples in  their
struggle against the Nationalists' op-
pressive legislation.

(d) urges th: democratic parties and

sations to bring -about the
downfall of the MNationalist Gov-
ernment by means of a standstill in

commerce and industry.

A further successful gubiit meeting,
dealing with the same subjects, was held
in Doornfontein on Sunday, 2oth April.
The speakers were Mr. McKenzie, Mr.
Berman and Mr. Beyleveld, and once
again a good crowd enthusiastically en-
dorsed our point of wview,

w & & ¥

Branch members have recently been
inundated with leaflet distributions, both
for our own and other organisations’
meetings, but the response has generally
been very good indeed. Members handed
out over ten thousand leaflets for the
meeting on the City Hall Steps.

. ] #* * #

The Branch Committee has decided
to produce a pamphlet on the Consti-
tutdonal Crisis and members are busy
raising the necessary money to pay for
it. The Committee got off to a good
start towards realising its target by hold-
ing a successful jumble sale on Satur-
day, sth April. In addition, Branch
members are canvassing their friends for
donations, Will YOU send in a dona-
tion?

* ® W W

Special meetings have been taking
lace on the Reef between N.E.C. mem-
s and leading members of Branch
Committees, After one such meeting in
Germiston, attended by Mannie Baker,
Bill Bush, Stan Campbell and “Spider”
Webb, the N.E.C. member present con-
fessed to being tremendously stimulated
and heartened by their solidity and un-
derstanding,

The Will of the People

(Continued from page 5.)

amnesty was granted. Faced with defeats
at by-elections, Smuts finally dissolwved
parliament.

The General Election (of 1924) which
followed was interesting in more ways
than one. Unity of Afrikaans- and Eng-
lish-speaking workers during the strike
(they sang the “Red Flag" to the tune
of the Volkslied) had its subsequent par-
allel on the political field in the Nat-
ionalist-Labour Pact. What is more the
Nationalists sought the help of the
Non-Europeans, (This fact should be
given publicity today. The WNationalists
are accusing the Torch Commando —
wrongly it would appear — of “stir-
ring up the Non-Europeans™.)

The Nationalist-supported Afrikaner
Bond sought to win the vote of the Cape
Coloured people. Already in 1g21 Hert-
zog had written to Kadalie sending a do-
nation to the I.C.U. funds and express-
ing sympathy, and Malan sent his famous
telegram to an African National Con-
gress meeting in Queenstown, urging the
Matives as “true patriots” to take their
place “side by side with the Nationalists

in common political arena.”

The alliance with the I.C.U. was main-
tained in 1923-24. At the Conference of
the African National Congress at Bloem-
fontein the LC.U. delegates mowved a
resolution supporting the Pact and they
got moral and material support from
Hertzog. Prior to the general election
the [.LC.U. had a special “election num-
ber” of their organ “The Workers'
Herald™, This was financed entirely by
the Nationalists and was distributed free
of charge. When subsequently the Pact
government introduced various laws hos-
tile to the Africans and tock steps
against the L.CU., Kadalie protested
publicly: “Without *our wvotes in the
Cape you would never have got into

!.'Il

. Looking back on these events of
the past we see that fime and again
in South Africa’s history the will of the

eople has prevailed. Robert Charles
Ewarl' has a prototype in Lord Charles
Somerset, Since Somerset's time the
idea of democracy and the rule of law
has broadened and deepened. It is un-
likely in 1952 that a gmw of parliamen-
tary dictators will be able to "get way
with it,"
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BOOK REVIEW

“THE PROUD AND THE FREE”

by Howard Fast

HEIWARE FAST is a novelist who writes only about the struggle for freedom.

Since history is full of examples of ordina

men and women who rose u

against their oppressors, he has no shortage of material on which o base his
novels. Hs is fascinated not only by the struggles themselves, but more particu-
larly by the conflicts within the ranks of the fighters — their hesitations, their
inability to resolve the struggle — not so much because of their own shortcom-
ings, but becauss of the inescapable law of historical dialectics, which never
allows an event to lose its perspective and its correct place and order in the

scheme of things.

This particular book, “The Proud and
the Free", deals with a number of regi-
ments known as the “Pennsylvania line”
which during the War of Independence
mutinied against their officers and won
their fight in terms of the immediate is-
sues involved. The man were mostly “for-
eigners” — Irish, Negroes and Jews, and
for that reason they suffered more at the
hands of their brutal superiors than did
the run-of-the-mill Yankees. Their service
contracts were ignored, they received no
pay and their food and living conditions
were indescribably horrible.

The mutiny was unplanned and unre-
hearsed and took the officers, or the
"gentry" as they were called, complete-
ly by surprise. But this minor rebellion
never got out of hand. The "Committes
or Sergeants', which was elected to con-
trol the uprising, shed no blood and
maintained an even stricter discipline
among the rank and file than before. But
what is more important is that they did
not for a moment cease their fighting
against the British enemy. Indeed, when
the British General heard of the mutiny
and sent agents to them, offering them
rewards and protection if they would
change sides, they handed these agents
over to the former officers as a sign of
their loyalty to the American flag.

There they were. The uprising had
been successful and there was no force
in the vicinity capable of putting it
down, and on thiz stage of its brief
career the author places the emphasis
of his book. What were they to do?

Could they march into Philadelphia and
take over the Congress?

Militarily, yes. But this might precipi-
tate a civil war and give the British the
opportunity of defeating the country's
forces. On the other hand, they could
not stay indefinitely as an independent
army within an army. There was only
one thing they could do, and this How-
ard Fast describes with all the quality
of his masterful pen,

The book is written in the same style
as "My Glorious Brothers” and perhaps
it might have been an idea for Mr, Fast
to have changed his style slightly, so soon
after his last book. But that is a minor
objection. The magnificence of the strug-
gle, the depth of his insight into the
minds of the ordinary men, is there in
every page and in every word.

Such a book sets a new standard which
modern novelists would do well to strive
for, Its significance is even more marked
when one remembers that Howard Fast
was unable to find an American pub-
lisher to produce the book and had to
hawve it published himself. The book un-
der review iz the English publication
f the Bodley Head. Perhaps tales of
fre , told in this forthright and cour-
ageous manner, are unpopular in the
United States at the moment, but at any
rate this book will be appreciated and
treasured by people like me and you for
years to come. | B

The Credo of
The World War Veterans’ Federation

THE War Veterans' Federation invited Dr. Ralph Bunche, Nobel Peace

Award winner and director of the Trusteeship Division of the UN.,,
to compose a “credo” for the Federation. Dr. Bunche wrote the following,
which has been adopted by the Federation as its Credo:

“None can speak more eloquently for peace than those who have
fought in war. The voices of war veterans are a veflection of the long:
ing for peace of people the world over, who within a generation have
twice suffered the unspeakable catastrophe of world war. Humanity
has earned the right to peace. Without it, there can be no hope for the
future, And without hope, man s lost,

" “The voice of the people must be heeded. They aspire to a richer
life in freedom, equality and dignity, as in things material; they pray
for peace. Their will for peace and a better life can be, must be, crys-
tallised into an irresistible force against war, aggression and degrada-

Liom.

freedom and equality.”

“The people have had to work and sacrifice for wars. They will
work more willingly for peace. Let there be a dedicated effort, a
greater crusade than history has ever known, for a world of peace,
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YOU’RE TELLING US :

Lellers lo the

The Editor,
“Fighting Talk."
Sir,

Don't think me a carping critic, be-
cause lﬂ::am not. | want to a.a}r,FfEllh the
same, t in my opinion “Fighting
Talk™ doesn't quite come off, the reason
being that you and your contributors
take yourselves too seriously. Admittedly
the purpose of the magazine is to pass
on informdtion and opinions, which will
keep us ordinary members up to the pc
litical mark, but you ought to rememﬁ:'
that some of us, perhaps the majority
of us, already have views, which are not
very different from the official attitudes
of the Legion. Mevertheless, [ always
read my “Fighting Talk’, but wish that
I come across something off the
. beaten track, an occasional article which
has nothing to do with politics or else a
political article written unusually, like a
satirical verse for instance.

Could you do something about it and
give us a break?

Yours, etc.,
Rondebosch. HAPPY JACK.

{We will try to meet your point.
What about something from you?)

Sir,

I have been following the articles and
the correspondence in “Fighting Talk"
on the ject of War and Peace. I
think you are deing the right thing in
trying to present “the other side’s” point
of view, but I think you're banging your
head a‘gaiuut a stone wall — the stone
wall of the preconceived ideas most peo-
ple get from their newspapers. It strikes
me as strange that we so-called politic-
ally-advanced citizens in this year of

ace 1952 can so easily be persuaded

there is only ‘our’ point of wview;
thaw ii:nw:: the :Jb ]rhuf le:ruth.
' you izh a list of papers
and periodicals which are capable of sup-
plementing the overseas news we get in
our daily pt:ﬁera and our South Afri-
7

can Tats |

Yours, etc.,
Bellevue, A. R, ROBERTS.
OUR REPLY.
Dear Friend,

We agree that most of us do not enjoy
an independence of opinion, because we
are subjected to the propaganda of one

Editor

side only. On this question, however, one
notices from time to time a paper like the
“*Rand Daily Mail" apportioning down-
right criticism of America’s irresponsible
spokesmen who talk “War."”

We have collected the following list of
journals and newspaper:, which we be-
lieve can be read with advantage, Some
of them have a splendid reputation of "in-
dependence”; others gquite frankly and
honestly put forward for our considera-
tion the ‘other® point of view. It is up to
us, the readers, to evolvé our own atti-
tudes, after gathering as muoch informa-
tion as possible.

United Nations Bulletin — a fortnightly
review: 22/6 per annuom: order thromgh
Van Schaik's Bookstore, P.O, Box 724,
Pretoria.

The Monthly Review — an American
monthly socialist magazine. About z0/-
per annum. Order through: Collet's, 40
Great Russell St, London, W.C.1.

The MNew Stateaman and Mation: Brit-
ish Weekly, independent in its attitude to
both TULS.A. and U.S.SR. Order throogh
any newsagent.

The Tribune: British socialist fortnight-
ly paper, putting forward views of Aneu-
rin Bevan, Order from: The Tribune, 222
Strand, Londen, W.C.2.

Monthly: British monthly, pro-
Communist; about 20/~ per annum. Crder
from: Labour Monthly, 134 Ballards Lane,
London, N.3.

The Nation: American independent,
equally -critical of US.A. and USSR,
about 35/- per annum. Order from “The
New Statesman and Natien.”

National Guardian: American progres-
sive newsweekly, about 24/- per anmum.
Order from Collet's, 40 Grear Russzell St
London, W.C.1,

*Today”: a roneo’d newsletter by Anna
Louise Strong (Unitarian Church), Order
{free or donation welcomed) from: Bex
161, Montrose, California, U.S.A.

Yours, etc,
EDITOR.

P.5—Whe shall be glad to publish titles
of other reading matter which members
might care to recommend.

We suggest you gef your local Library
to order some of the above, if they are
fnot already available.

SY WOORD VAN EER.

Drie jaar gelede het Mnr. Havenga op
Brakpan gesé dat hy nooit say saam-
stem om veranderings aan te bring in
die verteenwoordiging van Kleurlinge in
die Parlemente, tensy sulke wetgewing
die vitdruklike wil van die veolk is nie. Hy
het ook duidelik laat verstaan dat hy die
meerderheid waarvoor die huidige re-
gering in die parlement beskik nie as
voldoende beskou.

Twee jaar gelede op Hobhouse het
hy gesé "Alhcewsl die regering nie be-
reik is om die politieke regte van die
nie-blankes uit te brei nie, behoort dié
wat reeds .aan hulle gegee is ook nie
weg geneem te word nie." Tydens die
bespreking van die W rt op
Aparte van'HnwuﬁrﬂiEing in die Yolks-
raad het hy weer gese dat hy teen die
wetsontwerp sal stem indien die Speaker
sou beslis dat dit politieke regte aan die
kleurlinge ontneem. Tenspyte van die
Appélhof se beslissing dat dit wel poli-
tieke regte aan ddiu hbauirﬂng o;fnnlnhl‘.
en tenspyte van die beslissing dat ni
minder as 'n twee-derde beerderheid
nodig is om hierdie regte te onineem
nie, |i:-l mnr. Havenga sgter steeds 'n
leidende figuur in die rnelanng waarvan
alleen afgelei kan word dat hﬁ- dis op-
trede van sy kollegas ten wvolle onder-
steun.

Die tyd het dus aangebreek dat die
volk van Suid-Afrika van mnr. Havenga
'n verklaring eis van hoe hy dit raj kry
om twee sulke uiteenlopende standpun-
te te verseenselwig.

by«
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Messrs, Slove, Campbell and Cousing, delegates to the Minth Annual Maticnal Conferencs.

FOOTNOTE TO CAMPAIGN.

An advertisement in the “Duaily
Film Renter™ (21/1/52) pays un
conscious tribute to the effective:
ness of the campaign against the
notorious film, “Rommel—Desert
Fox.”

It says, “"Soon we shall make
available James Mason's new pic-
ture, 5 Fingers™

Some thea-
tres, becawse of political pressure
m the neighbourhood, did not out-
gross Al About Eve™ wath “Rom-
mel” .. . Y5 Fingers™ has no pn.:l]|
tical controversy, but it s a talk
ing-point p cture of umiversal ex
citement and it will outdo “Rom

l mel’ in every situation.”™

Su_pparf e v .

POLIO

—

—_———

FUND

| I SNIPPETS FROM I

] THE FOURTH REICH |
¥ x

Dﬂ LEHR, Minister of the Interior,
has recently decreed that the Hit
ler war medals, decorated with the swas-
tika, may again be womn
L " L -

FHHTT-F{}UR German  war  crimin

als have been released from the
USA Army Prison at Landsberg this
vear. Among the 11 so far set free from
!ilr Hr'lll'..il pnm" in Werl 4!||.l'|'|1:_: 1532
is ex-Generval Gallenkamp, condemned 1o
death in 1047 [or the execution .rf Brii
ish and Awmerican P.OW.'s. His sen-
tence was later reduced to life-imprison
ment, then to ten vears, and now he is
free.

Tﬂifﬂ?{ strikes against remilitarisation

of Germany and conscription have
taken place m many factories and mines
m Western Germany. At a meeting in
Frankfurt, Protestant Pastor Mochalsk,
called wpom German students ro resist
the developments leading to a new war
More than 1,000 women took part in a

Women's Congress for Peace recently
held in Munich.

(Continued from page 9.)

NINTH CONFERENCE

tion, Dr, Routh said that, when he called
to mind Mr. Williams's zest and encrgy,
he had no doubt that the new chairman
would prove to be a worthy successor
t: the Lc|..:|+ n's previcis chairmen

Mr. Jack Hodgson was unanimously
re-clected as National Secretary, a posi-
ton he has filled with distinction and
devotion for mine years.

DELEGATES' PARTY.

On Saturday evening, after the first
SERS10M ||‘|. Uﬂl'lfq."r'.'nl.'l.', I.II.'II.'L:-II:I.":‘- WETE ¢n-
tertained at a buffet supper party by the
women members of the Johannesburg
Branch Committee and the wives of the
male members. That provided an occa-
sion for delegates to meet each other
and revive memories of other confer-
ences in an informal atmosphere. It was
noticeable that Legion conferences seem
to have a set stock of “jokes’, all of which
were duly repeated at this year's party’

Because the National Executive Com-
mittce had decided beforehand to debar
resolutions, which could never be imple-
mented, the agenda was completed with-
out the usual rush at the end

The new National Executive Commit-
tee consists of the following members:
Messrs. M. Berman, L. Bernstein, Adv.
V. Berrange, P. Beyleveld, D. Chamber-
lain, W. East, Dr. M. Hathorn, ]. Hodg-

won, L. Lowell, M.P., J. Podbrey, Adv.
). Slowva, C. Williams

Copies of the Chairman's Report
d ‘rIF:'-I'Td[I.'. -Humnunng -.!I-h.'llﬂ'tﬂll -
will be posted to members on receipt of
a postal order or stamps to the value of

3.

STEWART'S
REXALL PHARMACY
8. Joffe, M.P.S.

DISPENSING CHEMIST
PHOTOGRAPHIC SPECIALIST
I8, Lowis Batha Avenuns,
ORANGE GROVE
Day Phons Night Phone
45-1810 45-1576
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