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“Lither Hammer ot

|H the history of every land there are a

few decisive periods which stand out
in sharp relief from the overall, misty
backgrounds of their time. We have
lived in such a period during this, the
last week of August 1952, Future his-
torians will point to this week as mark-
ing the ending of one peried, and the
beginning of another in the slow upward
struggle of South Africans to freedom
from fascism and oppression.

In this week, the High Court of Par-.

liament handed down its fateful decision,
overriding the Supreme Court, and de-
claring the Separate Representation of
Voters Act to be law in the land. The
Mationalists burnt their boats behind
them, elevating their Party caucus above
the Courts of Law. For them there can
be no turning back; from here on they
are committed to the hilt to whatever
illegalities, whatever Hitlerite measures
are needed to make our courts bend
the knee before the MNationalist dicta-
torship.

In this weak too, the focus of world
and South African attention shifted to
the Mon-European Defiance Campaign,
to the trial of its leaders under the
Suppression of Communism Act and
the wave of mass acts of defiance which
have accompanied it. Never in its his-
tory had South Africans been so sharp-
ly brought to see the MNon-European
people in the light in which they Lva
now revealed themselves — in the light
not merely of hewers of wood and draw-
ers of water, but as people forging their
own destiny, and with it shaping the pat-
tern of the South Africa which is to
come. The conscious, determined, organ-
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ised stirring amongst the black people
almost shouldered the High Court of
Parliament off the stage. The Campaign
of Defiance, too, reached the stage of
no return, firing the imagination of the
Non-European people so that for them,
there can now be no turning back,

Two dynamic forces stood face to face
in this historic week — the Maticnalist
movement striding forward to the de-
struction of the rule of law and to fascist
dictatorship; the MNon-European Cam-
paign in action for the abolition of un-
just laws and the extension of liberty
and freedom. The times left no room
for neutrals; either for or against: either
hammer or anvil.

This was the week in which the lead-
ers of the "opposition” chose to crouch
in no-man's land, crying above _the
sounds of battle: "A plague on both
your houses." Mr. Strauss called for
voters to defeat Malan at the next elec-
tien, while condemning Malan's fighting
foes in the Defiance Campaign. His
Matal lieutenant, Mr. D. E. Mitchell, rais-
ing the white flag before the battle had
been decided, anncunced that if the
Defiance Campaign achieved greater
successes, Europeans should throw in
their weight with the Government of fas-
cism, with the High Court architects of
dictatorship.

This was the week when the Torch
Commando, born, bred and nurtured on
the slogans of "Defend the Constitu-
tion", and "Malan Resign!" witnessed
the rape of the Constitution in a
blanket of impenetrable and umnmoved
silence. Here was the fork in the road
they have travelled under the suffoca-
ting wing of the United Party; either
left on the paths of their beginning, in

active mass campaigning against Ma-
lan's Envarnmunf?:lr rig?ﬂ' on the path
of appeasement, surrender and defeat
mapped out by Mr. Mitchell. Either
with the Defiance Campaign forward,
or with Mitchell back.

Meither silence nor scuttling for cover
can save any South African individual
or organisation from the final decisions
which this week has posed. Wa of the
Springbok Legion have taken our stand;
a?ains‘f fascism; against the High Court
of Parliament; for |ibarlzaand demo-
cracy; for the Defiance Campaign.

It is time for nihuwn take their
stand before they are left helpless and
unaided between the hammer and the

anvil.
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We're Sorry To Lose You But . . .

KNOWLEDGE WILL HELP PEACE!

THH‘.EE members of the Legion resigned in the month of July

and one in the

month of August. The principal reason for the resignations was the appear-
ance in “Fighting Talk" of the interview with D. N. Pritt on germ wartare in

Korea.

Some of the points made by the mem- nist who reads only what the capitalist

bers were: * . . . The International ‘As-
sociation of Democratic Lawyers, of
which Pritt is chairman, is a Commie
outfit dressed up with the usual fancy
name lo mask its true political colours
and their ‘evidence’ . . . is therefore not
even worth reading” . . . “the terms
‘America’ and ‘American’ . . . are ob-
viously part of the Communist plan to
discredit America” ... " ... I can just
see Korean peasants picking out germ-
earrying insects from the non-germ-car-
rying” . . . “the containers that were
supposed to have been used are shown
by propaganda photographs to be leaflet
containers” . . . “the Koreans and Chi-
nese died in their own filth and this
story of %erm-warfdre was concocted to
save face” . .. “Do you really believe
America to be stupid enough to use
bacteriological weapons?” . ., “Had the
United Nations used the Atom Bomb
fwelve months ago, the war would have
been over” . . . “"Why did not the Com-
mission look into the condition of our
P.OW sP"
RESTRICTED READING

These extracts reveal the disadvantage
we all labour under when our reading
i# restricted to the ordinary daily papers
and weekly magazines. At least, when an
intelligent person has access to papers,
books and mapgazines which because of
their political affiliations can be expect-
ed to have different approaches and in-
terpretations of happenings, the reader
can be sure that he is not being duped.
Finally, perhaps, he will be in a position
to analyse all the reports and come to
his own independent conclusion.

There is, however, no arguing with a
man who reads one constantly-reiterated
point of view and then declares that he
kmows all the answers. It is surprising
that in the year 1952, when we are all
aware of the vast power of propaganda
and the vast employment of the numer-
ous media of pn.-i]:engmda, that an ordi-
nary citizen can be so naive as to swal-
low for gospel truth every word that he
reads. This must be said, naturally, of a
Communist who reads only Communist
literature, as well as of a non-Commu-

press prints,

What seems to be an objective ap-
proach to the truth is provided by 'Cri-
tic' (a pseudonym generally atiributed to

ingsley Martin, the Editer] of the in-
dependent, progressive but non-Com-
munist English weekly, "The New States-
man and Mation". In the April 12 issue
"Critic" writes, " . . . use of bacterio-
logical warfare in Korea and China . . .
no evidence . . . But this week, however,
| have become converted to the view
that the Chinese and Koreans have a
case which deserves careful considera-
tion." (There follows an account of a

ress conference in Oslo given by the
Frasidam of the Chinese Academy of
Science, at which were shown photo-
graphs and actual films taken in loco)
.+« | may only add that | was a com-
plete sceptic, indeed scoffer, and that
now | am convinced cr.]'ly that there is
a case for investigation."”

AN OPEN MIND

Here is a world-famous journalist of
an eminently respected and admired pub-
lication who, after dismissing the early
allegations of germ-warfare in Korea, is
persuaded to keep an open mind, after
he has heard more about the affair, Is
not that the attitude which any demo-
cratic, intelligent -man should adopt?
Resigrmation reflects little credit on the
intelligence of our members, who give no
indication that they have any knowledge
whatsoever of the massés of testimony
and evidence that have been given by
numerous non-partisan observers and in-
vestigators in Korea and China.

Unfortunately it is not possible to as-
semble in this magazine all the material
that has been presented on this horrible
subject. The Transvaal Peace Council
has prepared a memorandum of a dozen

ges on germ-warfare. Arrangements
E:re been made for copies of the Me-
morandum to be sent to the members
who have resigned, Other members can
obtain copies by writing to the Trans-
vaal Peace Council, P.0O. Box 525, Jo-
hannesburg.

Let it be re-stated: it is not the Le-
gion’s intention or desire to bludgeon

all its members into thinking the same
way. The Memorandum is being sent to
our indignant ex-members to give them
some idea of what is being said on the

other side,
INFORMATION

Reference must still be made to some
of the points raized by our readers.

(a) Of the eight lawyers who comprised
the investigating commission, only one
is a Communist: only two came from
the other side of the “iron curtain™:
the Austrian member is a Roman
Catholic professor of International
Law, and so on

It is, therefore, O
an ignorant im-

pertinence for
our reader to
condemn the

Commis -
sion's findings out
of hand. To him
everyone who does not hold the same
views as he does is a liar. Such an
attitude will get him nowhere in the
gearch for truth.

The majority of British people are
‘anti-Communist’ and yet the majority
of people in Britain today are strong-
Iy "anti-American’. The rank and file
of the trade unions, the Labonr Par-
ty and even the majority of Labour
M.P.'s have this attitude to America
because they zee around them the
effects of America's war-policies. Thev
see no less than 38 U.S. military air-
fields, where atom-bombers are in
training: they see their “welfare state'
erumbling under the intclerable bur-
den of re-armament: they see nearly
half a million unemployed and hun-
dreds of thousands on short time: they
see Britain being embroiled in the
North Atlantic Treaty Organisation
with a revived Wehrmacht as the
spearhead of NATO: army. Even the
Tories are rebelling. Let us quote
an eminént Tory MP, Lord Hin-
chingbroke, in the House of Com-
mons: “The Americans are all bent
on making Western Germany a ful-
crum of their economic power in
Europe. On top of it comes the pro-
posal, American-sponsored, American-
pressed, for the re-armament of Ger-
many. The end of such a poliey will

(Continued on page 13)

(b)
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BOOK REVIEW

AS OTHERS SEE US

SE"I"ER.AL kinds of journalists write books about South Africa and South Afri-
cans. There are the Government sponsored pens that depict this country —

for the benefit of an unimpressed UN

Assembly — as a land flowing with milk,

honey, harmony and apartheid. There are the "l-saw-Africa" school whe pause
from a fourteen-day round-the-Union tour to pick up a few newspaper cuttings,

a few official handouts, and then tell the world in
problems are complex but we are doing our best, And there are ¢

rea-hundred ;I;':quges Ll?ln'i: -::;r
e Sachs-Cad-

man school, writers with a hobby horse of social-security or “progressive capi-
talism", who cover just enough ground to prove their theory, and miss out just
enough to avoid raising unanswerable doubts.

Basil Davidson fits into none of these
categories, Like many others who have
reported on Southern Africa, he is first
and foremost a reporter. But unlike
many, he does not use the scissors-and-
paste technique of putting a book to-
gether, but thinks, questions and reasons
for himself. His recently published Re-
port on Southern Africa is refreshing
reading. For here iz an observer who
sees us not in the formal stereotypes of
Empire builders, race-zaviours or slave
owners, but in a new light, as people
brought face to face with a great social

challenge. That challenge to European
South Africans to find a way to live in
friendship and mutual respect with Non-
Furopeans is the thread he finds run-
ning through all our pelitics, all our

“F,IFT"'F

years ago, it was possible to think that 'white supremacy’ could
I be l:rhald for long generations inte the future. Under the conditions
’ of pre-industrialism, many things were possible which will now not be pos-

social and economic troubles and pro-
spects.

Davidson finds us afraid to face the
challenge, looking the other way, beat-
ing our brains out in fruitless struggle
on side-issues, even refusing to acknow-
ledge that the challenge exists. We re-

mind him more of Neros, fiddling, than

of Clives or Wilberforces.

Nor is this u sketchy tripper’s obser-
valions, For Davidson has studied deep-
ly of blue-books and reports. He has
travelled widely and listened to much. He
has an acute perception, and the great
reporter’s ability to sift wheat from
chaff. to seize on essentials. Those who
have read his many articles in the “New
Statesman and Nation” will know him as
an able and interesting writer, capable
of making even a report on us as read-
able as any best seller. Report on
Southern Africa iz a book you must not
miss, L.B.

—— —
=

sible much longer. For with industrialism in rapid growth, the upholding
of such a system becomes a lost cause. In South Africa, where the process
is far advanced, one may watch the spectacle of white men starving and

their industries will fail. One may see how factories make consumer goods

" persecuting the non-white workers and potential workers without whom

n for populations which are denied the means to pay for them. Even if the
Support your rest of the world were stagnant and indifferent, such a systemn could net
EX-SERVICE MEMBERS work for long. Either the industries will fail, or the werkers will assert their

e rights. The struggle for assertion may be cruel and bloody. There are un-

LET ldv for that, as the

|'Il|:|r':pr indications that it will be, But it will not be stopp
workers of other lands have amply +f1'bﬂd"'

"The choice for the whites, then, is ne lenger simply ene of choasing
between the two roads which lead to freedom or bondage for the Afri-
cans. The choice now is differently framed. It becomes one of waging a
bitter and perhaps bloody struggle as the Africans step by step assert
their rights — or of conforming intelligently to the needs of those social
and economic forces which white civilization has itself forced into motion.
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HUNGRY FOR LAND

|H England in the days of Good Queen Bess there occurred a social and eco-
nomic upheaval which, with small variations, has been duplicated in almost
every industrial country of the world at one time or another.

It was in brief what is today charae-
terised as “a drift to the towns" and
was, in Shakespeare’s England, the sub-
ject of almost as much discussion, argu-
ment and legislation as is the squatter
problem in modern Johannesburg. Un-
der various poor laws, vagrancy laws
and statutes legislature made strenu-
ous efforts to stem the tide of those who
were quitting the land and rushing to
claim their share of the more varied
attractions, the wider liberties and higher
wages offered in the larger towns.

As a consequence the towns became
burdened with a tremendous load of in-
digent folk for whom neither jobs nor
homes could be found. These hapless
people were either shut away in ‘work-
houses’ or ‘places of correction’ or set
to work on roads or other public works.
Or they were beaten and banished be-
yond the city limits, lest they become
a burden upon the taxpayers, who by
law were bound to care and provide for
the ‘poor, halt, lame and impotent’
within the city limits,

But mostly they were sent back whence

came — in terms of a law com-
pelling any able-bodied man or woman
— not being of noble birth (!) — of
no fixed employment to hecome a farm
labourer.
NOTHING UNIQUE

Now this set-up is all perfectly fami-
liar to us here in Johanneshurg or in
any larger city in South Africa at the
present time. The parallel can be ex-
tended further to include the crime
waves and shantytowns and all the other
by-products of our own “drift to the
towns”. The story iz set forth here to
show that there is pothing unique about
the economic and social crisis through
which South Africa, in her turnm, is

sging. :

Indeed the story holds for us one
lesson of surpassing importance and
one that is not, perhaps, immediately
apparent. It is that our economic
crisis has litte or nothing to do with
the particular ethnic or racial char-
acter of our social complex. It has
nothing to do, necessarily, with the
tact that our landless peasantry, who

comprise to a large extent mi-

gratory wave descending upon our

cities, are mainly Africans. The vari-
ous measures, such as vagrancy laws,

work permits, curfews and so on,
which bear more than superficial re-
semblance to the laws of |&th cen-

tury England and which might in our

day bear the label, "To be applied

te Non-Eurepeans Only", would in

Elizabethan times have borne the

label, "Te be applied to the Labour-

ing Classes Only."

And it was not only the laws that
were similar. In England four hundred
mﬂ ago the upper classes would ar

tedly, as a justification of these g:ﬁl:-
criminatory statutes, that really the lab-
ntlringh classes were mentally, morally
and physically of a lower order of hu-
man nature than the upper classes and
that these laws were really framed for
the GOOD of men and women, who,
after all, were little better than animals,

But, of course, South Africa’s econo-
mic crisis, like England’s long ago, con-
sists in much more than merely a drift
to the towns. Indeed, this drift is a symp-
tom of the crisiz, rather than the crisis

THE GREAT TREK

To discover the roots of the crisis one
asks first of all why there iz a drift to
the towns: what is the nature of this eco-

e :
he pro did not realise it, he was
doing much more than that.

For he was bringing a new sconomic

system to this dark continent and, on
arrival, he planted not only the vine and
vegetables, but the seeds of Business
and Enterprise too.

With him came lesser officials of the
Dutch Fast India Company and in their
wake the first real colonisers. They were
retreating from the highly in
monopoly-ridden social ic 17th
century Europe, from which they had
gained very little but misery and want,
into what they thought would be a simp-
ler, more I:-D.IIEE]IIH.E if more primitive,
form of society.

FREEDOM

What they did establish — not very
securely, as we shall see — was a sorl
of patriarchal, pastoral society, hased
upon an abundance of land and a huge
reservoir of Bantu, Hottentot and Bush-
man slave labour. As this community

w, they moved northwards from the
Ie::!inﬂulm aﬂﬂi.nhgnhuge tracts to their
an uldes,' clinging to a precarious
anarchy which, ﬁfrutﬁd Pwiﬂl the
severity of Mercantilist rule and regula-
tion, to them meant freedom.

There began a sort of mad three-leg-
ged chase between three different eco-
nomic and social orders.

.« . Behind them, settled firmly on
the fringes of the Cape Colony, was
the Chartered Company, first Dutch,
then British, representing the highest

Jorm of economic develop-
ment then existing:

.« . In front of them
were the Bantu tribesmen
with their tribal organisa-
tion, on a lower rung of
the economic ladder than

nomic force which compels n{;eupln in
se

their tens of thousands to rt the
comparative tranquility of rural life to
become part of the squalor and poverty
and degradation of the city slums?

Well, let us here mention another his-
torical migration of considerable import-
ance — the Great Trek. You see, the
roots of the crisis go deep in time, and
one must delve back as far as that to
find their l:n:ﬁilnnin Indeed, one might
go back much further to van Riebeeck
and the Mercantilist Society, which sent
him from his home, right across the
world, to establish a trading station at
the Cape. In this venture van Rieheeck
an obedient civil servant, was obeying
the orders of his masters, But, although

they themselves.

As the Business and Enterprise of the
Company moved in upon them, they in
turn pressed forward updn the Africans,
buckling and bending and eventually
breaking the latter’s tribal institutions.
Harried and harrassed, robbed and pil-
laged on all sides by the strange intrud-
ers, the Bantu fell upon each other in
fratricidal assault, only to succumb
eventually to the white man's rifles.

Thus we have what might be called
the organic nature of the Great Trek.
What of the Trekkers themselves? Bid
they in their }nr-. nee really believe
that they could ; -rve intact their
patriarchal paradise in a land which had
rich profits to yield?

(Continued on page 6)
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HUNGRY FOR LAND

(Continued from page 5)

AXIOM

It is an inescapable axiom that the
more highly developed and efficient eco-
nomic organisation will dﬁs prevail
over the less highly developed and effi-
cient. Therefore, as the Bantu tribes dis-
integrated before the onslaughts of the
Trekkers, so the patriarchal society of
the Boers crumbled under the weight
of what was fast becoming modern capi-
talism, The process started by the Char-
tered Companies in the Cape was com-
pleted b British in the course of two
Boer “’er. And South Africa, which
began as a refuge from Business and
Enterprise, was integrated at last into
the world capitalist complex.

MNow, what has all this to do with the
drift to the towns? The amswer is —
everything. You see, the Africans —
and Europeans, for that matter — who
are now descending in their thousands
upon Johanneshurg are animated by the
same will-to-survive, as prodded the Eli-
- zabethan Englishman into fleeing the
feudal manor.

English feudalism, Bantu tribalism
and the patriarchal slave society of the
Voortrekkers, have this factor in com-
mon: all three have as their basiz the
land as the chief form of wealth. Under
the first two the relationship between
labourer and master iz a direct one, im-
plyinig a certain degree of villeinage.
Neither can survive in a money eco-
nomy, based upon wage labour and =0
each disintegrates. Thus, the villein
went to the town to seek a livelihood,
because the feudal manor in decay could
no longer sustain him and the sons of
the Voortrekkers deserted the land and
the ways of their forefathers, not because
they were shiftless and s d in sin,
but because the land and their traditions
had deserted them.

HYPOCRITES

What of the African? Surely if feudal-
ism cannot survive in a money economy,
their tribalism based upon commeon
ownership of the land certainly will not.

Those who talk piously about helping
the African to rebuild the #ribal sys-

Phons %7544,
COMPLETE HOUSE FURMISHERS.
— THE —

Bellville Furnishers

(PTY.), LTD.
[S. SACKS)

8 Durban Read, BELLVILLE.
CAPE TOWN.

tem which nurtured him are either hype-
crites or fools. You wish, aver
sincerely, to save the African from the
dubious ways of the white man, but in
all truth you cannot. Once an econe-
mic system has perished, nothing on
earth can revive it, for the objective
conditions under which it can flourish
no longer exist.

The African comes to town because
he must go somewhere. In the seven-
teenth century he would have fled across
the sea and lost himself in virgin con-
tinents beyond the reach of amy state
authority. Today you cannot go to the
remotest Pacific island without finding
a station-waggon to meet you. And so,
not being able to escape from the sys-
tem, the African must seek integration
into it. Being mo longer a peasant, he
must become a worker in the town.

When Senator Le Roux, in a recent
statement, deplored what he called ‘the
excessive wages paid to Africans in the
cities’, he was not praising the generosi-

of the industrialist, but chanting a last

ismal dirge over the corpse of South
Africa’'s primitive agriculture that has
sought to perpetuate its existence by
means of coercion, farm contracts, rural
gaols and passes.
THE 00D EARTH

To the African the soil has always
been the Good Earth. It has given him
food and nourishment and shelter since
the very dawn of his existence. It has
been the basis of hiz religion and his
culture and his social organisation. Pre-
cisely for these reasons, how he must
hate it when it suddenly becomes the
element of his bondage; when to till the
soil is suddenly no longer a creative work
but part of a prison sentence or a fetter
upon his right as a free man to go his
way and earn his living as he pleases!

t this truth penetrate the cruel.
warped minds of those who associate
the farm gaol with sunshine and fresh
air and the natural habitat of the Af.
rican people.

The African will return to the land
cne day. But he is determined, now as
never before, that he will return to il
only as a free man in a free society. Till
then he will continue to come to the eity.
where, though he lives in poverty and
squalor, though he may be harried by
police and made to carry passes, he is
at least neither bondman nor slave.

lo Benedek does a smooth direc
torial job, and if the film iz less mov-
ing than the play, it is one more indica-
tion that well-constructed plays usually,
if not always, lose something when trans-
lated to the screen.

DEATH OF A SALESTIA

Film Review by R.C.

STJ‘LNLEY KRAMER is the young pro-

ducer who has amazed Hollywood
by his ability to find financial backin
for unusual or controversial themes, and.
even more astounding, make money on
them. Actually he is a good deal less
daring than he is credited with being,
He has shown a shrewd assessment of
how sensational handling of a “hot”
subject can pay off — the “negro™ prob-
lem in “Home of the Brave”, in which
the Jew in the play is slick]ie ced
with a Negro, the boxing racket “expo-
sure” in “Champion”, the ex-service-
man rehabilitation - problem in “The
Men.”

That “Death of a Salesman™ should
be filmed at all in America today is sur-
prising. The play is a ruthless exposure
of the false values of capitalist society.
It takes a man on the verge of mental
collapse and by means of a flash-back
technique brilliantly analyses the society
which has redumd{lim to that condition.
The outworn adages, the false slogans
that delude the middle-class that if they
only play the game according to the rules
they will “make good” are mercilessly
exposed for their fraudulency.

How does such a film emerge from
the U.S.A. today? Perhaps Kramer and
his backers were counting on the pub-
lic’s (and critics’) inability to understand
the m of Miller's play. (Incredi-
bly, there are even people with intellec-
tual pretensions who explain the play in
terms of “an individual’s neuroticism™,
or the “insecurity peculiar to salesmen”,
Are the salesman’s delusions any more
inconsistent than, for example, those of
the white collar worker who despises the
more highly paid artisan?)

Or one might be tempted to think
that the producers,.too, were unaware
of the play's significance, were it not
for the fact that lines which emphasise
the message have been subtly deleted
and the ending changed, so that the
last word is left with %harla‘,r who says
"It's these r salesmen whe have all
this di{'ﬁculﬁg

The film will doubtless ge‘:lﬂ at the
box-office through its emoti appezl

and the magnificent playing of Frederic
March as Ele salesman. (“Marvellous
acting ¢h!”). Mildred Dunnock is
superbly restrained as his wife, and
Kevin ﬁcﬂlrth?, who was in the London
production, is a very effective Biff. Laz-

{Continued im previous column)
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HERE was a time when every rookie
was spurred on by the promise that

a field-marshal's baton was issued by
the Q.M.G, along with knapsacks. Even
if there were any truth in the story, it

would be of little value in firing young
men's ambitions these days. After Chi-
ang, Goering and Genzral Tojo, the
other ranks can be pardoned for their
suspicion that a
something to steer well clear of .

Someone should have d this sus-
picion on to General Matt Ridgway,
Supreme Commander of the Nnrlfvﬁt-
lantic Treaty Organisation’s armed forc-
es, before he took the job over. It would
have saved him many a bitter exper-
ience, and perhaps have strengthened
some of the dying reserves of Europe's
friendship [or America. C. in C. NATO,
as the General is discovering for him.
self, is no bed of roses.

It all started the day he set foot in
Europe to take over where Ei;l:nn-hnwlr
left off. Paris turned out in torce to
welcome him — with a sea of banners
screaming "'Ridgway go home!” The
"Go home" leaflets showered the
streets,. But the General didn't receive
any perscnally, because the whole Paris

ice force, and a substantial slab of
the French army stood by with tanks
and tommy-guns to keep the Parisians
from the new 'liberator'.

Not an auspicious beginning for the
attempts to produce a massive ar
force in Western Europe under U.S.
leadership. But there was worse to fol-
low. Even the infectious Ridgway smile
began to slip slightly when the scenes
repeated themselves in every' European
capital he visited. The smile vanished
altogether when a Go Home! banner un-
furled itself from a balcony of the U.S.
Embassy in London, just as the General
arrived. It zeemed that everyone was
out of step except our Matthew, Some-
thing had to be done and done quickly
before the rot went too far.

ROUND-UP
Something was done. In Paris, Com-
munist leader Jacques Duclos was ar-
rested while driving home with his wile,

C. in C.'s baton is*

a flagrant breach of his constitutional
immunity as a member of the House of
Representatives. He was charged with
plotting to endanger the French state by
taking a leading part in the anti-Ridg
way, anti-NATO demonstrations. His
chauffeur was found to be carrving a
revolver; he was charged with being in
control of secret arms for sinister pur-
Fu@es. Duclos’ tame pigeon was solemn-
v handed over to scientific laboratories
for testing, the suggestion being bruited
about that under the ruffled feathers was
disguised a Comintern secret courier.
carrying instructions, and possibly gold,
from Moscow to Duclos.

The Ducles arrest misfired in classic
fashion. Thousands of French workers
struck work, demanding Duclos' release
and Ridgways' return to the U.5.A. The
amminit:rghomagiﬂram. one of the few in
France had refused to serve under
the Yichy regime, tore the prosecution
case to threads, dismissed the charge
and set Duclos free.

In Britain, less spectacular, anti-
Ridgway demonsirators were charged
with “insulting behaviour”. Some wer:
semtenced. Yet quietly, unsper.:ftacularg,
but effectively, the slogan “Yanks Go
Home!" appeared in Eﬁ;‘.“{ and white-
wash on walls of G.I. barracks, on U.5.
Army cars,

If that were the whole affair, it would
perhaps not shake the world. But that
was only the start. Worse was to follow
on the issue of German rearmament
which lies at the very heart of the NATO
military plans. It is around this issue
that the U.S. plans for militarisation of
Europe stand or fall.

THE FRONT BREAKS

The issue of re-militarising Germany
was sharply raised by the Peace Treaty.
Each of the Western Powers, whose rr-
presentatives drafted the Treaty, was
required to ratify it. In doing so they
would be ratifying the plan to raise a
German army, 8 mercenary army, under
the overall command of General Ridg-
way. The British Labour Party refused
to vote for ratification, weakly it is true,
and divided among its own ranks, But

in Parliament on this, the key to NATO
policy, the Labour-Tory common fromt
on foreign policy split for the first time
since 1940, and hundreds of Labour
members crossed to the division lobbies
to record a solid “No" to the re-arm-
ing of Germany. And all the by-elec-
lion signs of the past twelve months tell
that the Labour g&r’[}' I;n:u;ia,:lr 5p-r,ak5 for
the majority of Britons.

In France it was little better. Com-
munists and Gaullists, the two largesl
?mup&. voted solidly against. Only a
ractional majority carried through the
act of acquiescence to U.S. dictates in
defiance of every commonsense consider-
ation of mational security,

And still the NATO army existed on
aper only, an army overstuffed with
Erau-hah. headquarters and intelligence
units but devoid of the p.b.i. who make
armies tick. In the Cnnfirun:n room it
was easy; easy for the assembled heads
of the Western Powers, under the stern
eye of General Ridgway and impelled
by desperate longings for dollar credits
to plan an army of thousands of men,
dozens of divisions.

ROUGH WEATHER

But the best laid schemes of men and
mice come up against the hard realities
of life. The NATO plans, for their ful-
filment, required a two-year conscription
Eﬂliﬂd in all the cuntriJI;uli.ng countries,

elgium tried it out; there were strikes
in industry, sit-down protests in the
army. France, which solemnly accepted
the Irﬂpl}ﬂﬂ at the Conference table,
paled at the prospect. Partly it was the
spectre of Belgium's reaction which
frith:ened; partly it was the sheer un-
reality of piling on the military expendi-
ture in a bankrupt and starving coun-
try. France, some monthe after the Con-
ference, announced that conscriplion
would remain at the previous period of
cighteen months.

The blind lead the blind. Belgium.
drawing new strength from the French
defection, last month reduced her con-
scription period to eighteen months. Be-
fore the NATO army had heen satis
factorily assembled on paper, it was be-
gimning to crumble and reveal the <hilt-
ing, unstable foundations on which it
was being built. For the harassed Gen-
cral Ridgway, troublez do not come sing-
Iy. There was =till the nnkindest cut of
all, the defection of those very German
allies whose semi-independence is the
fruit of the unflagging Yankee endeav-
ours to build a West Furopean army.

Herr Krupp, last of the munition bar-

(Continued on page 10)
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THE leaders of the Anglo-American

bloc committed a crime against hu-
manity when they decided to pay Alfred
Krupp five million pounds as compensa-
tion for the loss of his armament fac-
tories, | read this news item with the
same feeling of disgust as when I read of
the release of the major war eriminals,
or when I read about a particularly
hideous crime in the Ep&r.

It would mwot even be accurate to de-
scribe Krupp as having been a willing
tool of the Nazis. He was one of the
Nazi leaders, a dealer in death, a slave-
trader, a moneyed thug of the worst pos-
asible type. It is a safe bet that of every
twenty people killed during the last war,
nineteen met their :Iea?h through a
Krupp product. And this is the man who

osed with a bunch of flowers outside

E.mdahnrg prison, from which he was
released after serving less than one-fifth
of his twenty-year sentence for war
crimes.

Next time you and I pay our taxes,
let us remember that a portion of them
will go, albeit indirectly, to Alfred
Krupp, to compensate him for the loss

of his armament industry.
# #* L

MIDDLE EAST GET-TOGETHER

ON the same page of the newspaper

carrying the above item, another
report, this time from [srael, publicised
Prime Minister Ben.Gurion’s statement
that Israel was ready and willing to join
the Middle East Defence Pact.

Of course, Mr. Ben-Gurion did not
explain to his people that this move
would mean sitting at the same table
as former Nazis and Nazi supporters.
since these are now being encouraged
by the Western powers to take a lead
in the préparations for World War IIL
Perhaps he realized that for the Israelis

this would be too big a pill to swallow,
especially in view of the fact that only

a few months Israel was having
nothing to do with Germany — even to
the extent of refusing German-made

machinery as compensation for Jewish
losses during the War.

Now it a rs that Ben-Gurion can
be as good a Petrouchka as anyone
when the puppet-masters start tugging.

- * -

AN INSULT.

|N Johannesburg last month a magis-

trate, when sentencing a group ol
“Defiance™ volunteers, remarked.
“Where are your leaders now? Why

~don’t they come forward and speak for

you?” ‘
The worthy magistrate \ should
know that the leaders of the campaign

are either in jail or awaiting trial. None
of the non-European leaders can be ac
cused of shirking his job.

THIS IS SOUTH AFRICA.

Reprinted from "'The Star”, 20th
August, 1952,

MIGEL, Woednesday. — The
"embarrassing discovery” in the

Migel European Hospital's linen
bag of a baby's blanket that had
been usad in a Native hospital, was
reported to the hospital board last
night by the matron, Mrs. N. An-
drews,

Mid ihu:'h l‘hiﬂbhl}kali*i whid‘i
be to the Ni ospita
and bore the hospital's mark, was
sent to the provincial laundry, was
reported missing and had turned
up again, but with a new mark,
"Baragwanath", in addition to the
‘old one. :

The board decided to report the
incident to the Provincial Adminis-
tration.

h'_._.__——‘— —

ALL OUT OF STEP

(Continued from page T)

ons, fresh from a sentence for war
crimes, announces that he is no longer
interested in making munitions; not for
NATO; not for Germany. And this de-

=

spite the Western powers’ promises to
“compensate” him for the munition
works seized from him when the Third
Heich fell. Understandably, after six
vears in prison, he feels there is little
future in the war business.

TIME TO GO

And if Germany does not make arms,
her industries revitalised by the “Peace
Treaty” will be cutting in on the ex
port markets of Britain, of France, of
Belgium. Hitting below the belt perhaps;
but inevitably those countries too will
have to turn from armaments to civilian
goods to keep their markets and their
trade.

The writing is on the wall for the
NATO army. It was a gamble, a big
gamble ; but it failed. And now, like
many a gambler before him,’ Ridgway
stands to lose his boots. This would be
a good time to cut his losses and geo
home. .

EUROPE WOULD LIKE HIM BETTE
THAT WAY,

"It must be remembered that
ne nation in the world, worthy of
the name could always be satis-
fied with no say or only indirect
say in the political and socic-eco-
nomic organisation of the couniry

_mmfm“_—_'.—il

in which decisions are taken on
that nation's interests and future.
To expect the Bantu to be satis-
fied with such a state of affairs is
not only to be unfair to him, but
will also eventually lead to the
greatest disillusionment and strife."

_—'-—|—'_-——I_I
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“Without money we can't win the po-
litical struggle!™

YGU"I"E heard that before or some-

thing like it. You probably thought,
"That's true — so true that it doesn't
need to be said". Then you went on your
way and left the other fellow to dig for
it out of his "surplus cash". You did not
think it could mean "your money". You
h;:llnu "surplus”, so it couldnt mean
that!

You thought, maybe: "If things get
better and | have a bit to spare next
month, I'll send the Legion a couple of
quid. Yes! and if | win the sweep, I'll
give them a couple of hundred or per-
Ea s a thousand!™

Bui things didn't get better. You
didn't have a bit to spare and you didn't
win the sweep so you didn't do any-
thing by way of a cash contribution.

Well, lot us suppose there weren't
enough other fellows. Let us suppose it
is now August 1953, Those fellows who
did come across, were chaps like you
who didn't have any "surplus cash".
They were digging it out of the same
limited resources as you had.

Because there weren't enocugh of
them, there wasn't enough money to
do anything effective to change the
trend of things. Instead of things get-
ting better, things got worse.

That pamphlet about the "Defiance
Campaign" — which could have helped
to evoke understanding and sympathy
for the campaign from the European
electorate — didn't get published. Nor
for that matter did any of the other
pamphlets, all of which had somethi
vital to say, and which collectively cou
have changed the trend of develop-
ments.

Then after a little while "Fi F'nﬁng
Talk' wasn't coming out, and you hear
a whisper that the officials and the staff
hadn't been paid for months, Maybe
you thought: "Gee! those blokes have
ot a lot of guts! I'd like to help them.
I've got a ?nw quid at the end of the
month I'll send it to them." But things

NOT CHARITY -
— INSURANCE!

*

weren't any better at the end of the
month, so you didn't send it.

Well, things went on getting worse
and worse. You were out of a job, The
car had been repossessed. You'd have
liked to sell the house, but you couldn't
tind a buyer to take over the mortgage.
Meobody had any money. You'd pawned
your golf clubs and a couple of odds and
ends to pay the rent. Your worry was:
what were you going to give the kids
to eat?

Or, if you had a business, you woke
up one morning to find that you'd really

AD it! You had plenty of cover but
people couldn't pay, so you couldn't
pay, so you were out and the liquida-
tors were in. :

In any case, you'd got other troubles.
The Republic wasn't doing so good by
ite second, third and fourth class citi-
zens. You'd lost your pass and expected
to get "'picked up", if you went out to
the pawn shop to trade the wife's wed-
ding ring for a little bit of ready money.
You'd get unemployment pay if on
you were a ' first class' citizen, you
weren't,

It wasn't safe in the streets anymore.
You might get picked up by the Special
Police as a suspected "resister” or beat-
en up as a suspected "collaborater” by
the Resistance. You'd have liked to do
something about the political situation,
but didn't know where to start or whom
to trust. All the chaps whe knew and
whom you could have trusted were in
prison or in concentration camps.

Seriously, that could be the picture.
To win this fight we don't enly need
members and their active support and
participation, we need money — YOUR
MONEY AS WELL AS THAT OF ANY-
BODY ELSE WHO CAN BE PERSUAD-
ED TO GIVE. Just as the Cost of Living
has gone up and up, so the Cost of De-
fending our meagre liberties has risen.
It is an urgent problem. It is not on
the problem of fia Committees and of-
ficials — it's your problem too! Success
or failure depends on all of us.

I¥'s not Charity we want — It's In-
surance.

LETTERS T0 THE EDITOR

“I am sending you a cheque for £5 as
a contribution from my side and will try
to get more from others round about.
It is a difficult process, however. The
Legion has been doing wonders for the
Ex-service man and it must keep up the

good work.”
G.W.B. (Colesherg).

“Enclosed postal order for £1, as a
donation. | cannot afford a regular
monthly contribution to the fighting
fund, but I will send something every
now and again.

“Congratulations on the objective ap-
proach to current problems in the “Fight-
ing Talk." Beat wishes.”

B.R.N. (Natal).

“In your issue of August you repro-
duce a letter addressed by Hodgson to
Strauss, from which it appears that the
Legion considers a general election
should be demanded now. I was not
asked my view in this matter . . . If the
Legion claims to be . democratic or-
ganization, its first step should be to
adopt the single transferrable vote sys-
tem of proportional representation for
the election of its branch and main com-
mittees . . . These officials of the Le-
gion should consult its members before
making any announcement on any sub-
1= - S

H.F.L. {Jl}hn.tmrﬁl:ru rg).

Clur Reply:

Proportional representation is a tricky
business and it would seem that H.F.L.
knows less about it than he imagines.
Pro. Rep. can be operated only when
there are a number of different sec-
tions, groups, parties or territorial areas
which can be voted for. In such a case
a vote is cast not for an individual buw
for a group, party or section.

However, if HF.L. is dissatisfied with
the Committees which represent him, the
remedy lies in his own hands. Let him

me an active worker in the Johan-
nesburg Branch. The more vigorous and
outspoken he is, the more certain he will
be of finding himself rapidly co-opted
on to the Committee. And membership
n{] the National Committee is open to
all.

With regard to public announcements.
lhese are made, not bi;fﬁﬁiﬂh of the’
Legion, but only on the anthority and
command of the National Committee,
which is elected by delegate-representa-
tives at the annual national conference.

Editor.
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THE ROOFS ARE OFF

By FATHER TREVYOR HUDDLESTON, C.R.

O much is being said, so many plans are being proposed, so many blueprints

are being produced to solve the native housing problem in Johannesburg

that we are in danger of overlooking the simple fact that these things do not
produce houses.

It would ke a very great relief if the authorities would for once stop talking
about what they are going to do and get on with the job. For, if one thing is
more obvious than any other, it is that ?I'IE enemy of action is complacency and
complacency is bred by the almost endless pronouncements which Hlow from the
lips of our City Councillors and others. .

Perhaps, therefore, it is somewhat illogical to add to these pronounce-
ments by another article on the "Mative-housing-problem". Yet, if complacency
is one enemy, ignorance is perhaps even more dangerous in this matter. And
the plain truth is that most people in Johannesburg, even those whe would
claim te be "liberal" and "progressive”, are often as ignorant as those who de
not want to know the facts. This is my only justification for writing at all.

DISHONOURABLE BARGAIN,

FIRST, there is at present in the Johannesburg municipal area alone [ex-
clusive, that is, of the peri-urban belt which covers Alexandra Township and the
Kliptown-Albertynsville district) such a backlog in the provision of homes for
our African people that approximately 15,000 families are without houses. Many
of these families have had their names on the Council's waiting list for eight
years.

SECONDLY, at the present moment the only contract
on which work was actually started is one for 1,000 houses
at Orlando. It is nearly a year since the Council decided to
embark on this project: it will be over a year before the
people are in occupation. It does not need much mathe-
matical ability to see how long — at the present rate of
progress — it will take for the authorities to catch up on the
existing blacklog. :

THIRDLY, there are thousands of African families at present living in
“temporary” shelters under the aagis of the City Council in Orlande itself and
at the Moroka Emergency Camp — people who are the permanent labour force
of this city and upon whaose labour the wealth of Johannesburg largely depends.

FINALLY, in every location and tovnship there are thousands of sub-ten-
ants,. sharing the houses of their mere fortunate brethren or squatting in the
corrugated iron shelters which abound in the backyards of Sophiatown, Newclare
and Pimville.

Yet, with this appalling problem confronting them, the Johannesburg City
Council has agreed to go forward with plans ?nr remeving all Africans from
the Western Areas — depriving them of their freehold rights in the process—
and has announced 1hat this scheme will not affect in any way existing housing
schemes. A more dishonourable bargain could hardly be imagined than that
which the United Party in Johannesburg has struck with the Mationalist Govern-
ment over this expropriation scheme. And, not only dishonourable, but impractic-
able and unnecessary as well: for a perfectly feasible and economic alternative
has been produced Ly town-planning experts, which would remove slum condi-
tions, but leave the bulk of the gopuhl'iun where it is.

Why should these things be? And — more important — what is their effect
on the already most critical problem of race relations?

FATAL HABIT.

| believe that we can answer these questions only if we get rid, once for
all, of the quite fatal South African habit of viewing them in the abstract, We
think — all the time — in terms of "problems” instead of in terms of "oppor-
tunity'': we speak—all the ¥ime—in abstractions instead of in terms of persons.

What | am trying to say is just this:
that you cannot solve a housing "prob-
lem" [or any other problem for that
matter] unless you can visualise what that
problem means in terms of present hu-
man suffering; unless you can see its
solution in terms of human peace and
joy and fulfilment. A blueprint shows
you none of these things: neither does it
produce them. Let me take you then to
just two places in Johannesburg — |
could multiply them ten times and still
not have covered the reality.

The first is a backyard in Edith Street,
Sophiatown, It is midwinter and the wind
is Eluwing the dust across the alley-ways,
so that you are almost choked with if.
A litle group of men who have been
working in the city all day come back
to their homes in this yard — a row ot
corrugated iron shacks, Not very com-
fortable at the best of times, but at
least providing a bit of shelter and a
bed, and somewhere to cock the evening
meal.

But tonight (it is about 9 o'clock) the
find their women-folk and children hud'{
dled together in the yard, in the open,
hwing to keep warm round the brazier.
The reason? The roofs of their homes
have been sﬁ-ig d off and demolition
is in progress, The public-health autheri-
ties have decided that this is a slum [and
no one would deny it!) and have issued
an order against the landlord. He has
only two alternatives: to run the risk of
prosecution and a haa:r’ fine or to turn
the sub-tenants out in the street. Relue-
tantly he chooses the latter, but where
are they to go? .

“IF NOBODY CARES . . ."

Ask the M.O.H. — it is "nothing to
do with him". Ask the Manager of Non-
European Affairs — "l'lﬂlﬁiﬂ? is a nat-
ional, not a local problem". Ask the
Mayor — "it is a matter for Commit-
tee". But these men have to work: their
wives and children have to live — and
a blueprint for a housing scheme at
Meadowlands is not going to solve their
problem today or even tfomorrow.

Or come with me to the 51uuHars‘
Camp at MNewclare. Twelve hundred
pecple are living there at the moment
under hessian and cardboard: they've

been there for about three months —
all through the coldest days of the win-
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ter. And soon the rains will come. Yet
only a quarter of a mile away — in South
Mewclare, the 'Russian’ zone — are their
own homes. The reason?

Superficially, the action of gangsters
who by threat and violence have driven
them out: the calculated and incompre-
hensible inaction of the police in refus-
ing them protection: the fear of this
strange force known as the 'Russians’,
whose motives seem to be a combina-
tion of hatred, greed and racial preju-
‘dice.

But these things are superficial, Be-
hind and ben the outward -uxrn—
sion lies the inward reality: the deep-
moving powers of frustration and uhter
instability. ¥ the Western Areas Scheme

oes through, there will be no permanent
Euma for any of them: why not make
as much as we can at the moment and
laave the future to take care of itself?
If nobody cares, why should we?

MNaw, if all this were a local affair—
a slight though troublesome disorder
in a notori difficult area — perhaps
we could afford not to "take it too
seriously. | am convinced that it is ne-
thing of the kind.

It is a symptom of a cancer which is
eating into the very heart and cenire
of our seciety: of a cancer which will
soon be inoperable and which will bring
death. :

THE ACTED LIE

It is not just the pathetic, aimless,
drifting policy which has led to the pres-
ent housing shortage: this, too, is a
symptom and net ig: disease itself.

o! it is the shameless arrogance of

a class which claims to represent West-

ern civilisation and culture and which,

on the basis of that claim, asserts its

ight to permanent supremacy in South
Africa.

It is the acted lie which finds expres-

sion in the denial of elementary human
rights on the grounds of a non-existent
moral superiority. It is a challe
thrown in the face of God Who “made
man in his own image and likeness™ and
Who Himself became Man. Houses are
necessary for human beings only: home-
lessness is not @ moral problem for les-
ser creatures — for, after all, they are
not ‘persons’, only abstractions — only
Natives.
. And that is why the houses are not
built: and that is why, if ever they are
built in adequate numbers, it will be too
late to save the social structure itself
from absolute collapse.

We have already sown the wind: we
now begin to reap the whirlwind.

KNOWLEDGE WILL HELP

_ {Continued from page 3)

be one of the most frightful wars,
which has ever rent mankind and
which would reduce Britain to a
shambles: overnight” . . . "I urge
the Government te go for a four-

power conference with Russia now.”

(c)

(d)

{e)

()

well stocked . . .

Qur resigning members apparently
do not read “The Rand Daily Mail",
in which consistently there appear edi-
torials openly critical of America's
policies in Korea, on the question of
war with China, on the re-armament
of Germany, on handing back mil-
lions of pounds to Krupps.

To be anti-war today inevitably en-
tails strong criticism of the most ag-
gressive nation . . . and that means
America.

Statement by Mr. R L. F. Pike,
Chairman of the United States House
of Representatives Sub-Committee:
“The means of delivering germs to
enemy territory are simple and in-
volve equipment of the type with
which the services are now already
such as the con-
tainers used ecurrently for dropping
propaganda leaflets.”

MN.Y. Herald Tribune, April 6.

Dr. James Endicott, President of the
Canadian Peace Council, Methodist
Minister and for 22 yvears a mission-
ary in China: * . , . my reasons for be-
lieving that the present epidemics are
not the result of neglect on the part
of the Chinese authorities: Cholera is
not a disease endemic to China. It
was invariably introduced from the
South (Indo-China, for instance) and
in hot weather, There has not been
a single case of cholera in China fur
two years, owing to the prophylactic
precantions and excellent medical ser-
vices introduced by the Chinese Gov-
ernment.”

Is it any more ‘stupid’ to use bac-
teriological warfare than to use atomic
warfare?

There seem to have been no allega-
tions that UN., P.OW.'s have been
badly treated in North Korean camps.
On the contrary, U.5. military authori-
ties, when told of excellent treatment
by returned American P.OW.s, dis-

- missed the treatment as ‘propagan-

da'. A letter to his mother from 2nd.
Lieut. Christoffel Lombard in No. 2
Camp at Pvonece Dong, said: "1 am
still very well and 1 do believe I am

getting fat. ] am as contented as can
Le expected umder the circumstances”.
(Daily Mail, Aug. B.) Apparently the
same cannot be said of the UN,
P.OW. Camp at Koje Island.

The Dean of Canterbury, vilified and
ridiculed, brought back from China
a letter to the Christians in ‘Britain.
The letter was signed by well over
400 Christians in China who hold po-
sitions of authority in the wvarious
church sects — Anglican, Methodist,
Foman Catholic, Salvation Army,
YW.CA, YM.CA, Baptist, Congre-
gational, etc. The Anglican Bishops
derived their consecration from Can-
terbury, the spiritual centre of the
Anglican denomination. Is it to be as.
siumed that all these Christians are
lying when they say that bacteriolo-
gical warfare crimes are ‘irrefutable
and undeniable’?

KNOWLEDGE — WISDOM

Obviously it is an impossible project
to use the columns of our magazine to
ublish all the news that is not published
n the da?lly papers. Obviously when
= l".?ll ing Talk" does carry hitherto un-
published news, there will be members
to accuse the Legion of being this, that
and the other thing. Equally obviously,
however, there is a moral obligation and
a political obligation on the Legion %o
pass on information, which may help
members to a more realistic knowledge
of and npirui-ﬂhn of facts which vital-
ly affect the issue of war and peace.
There is, furthermore, an equal eobli-
gation on our members to keep them-
selves well-infermed and to pass on the
information to their friends and asso-
ciates. |
Knowledge begetteth wisdom!

REHABILITATION.
Vernon Barlow, of the National

Institute for the Blind in London,
recently listed a number of appli-
cations of the Braille system :ﬁmﬁ
have been developed in recent
years, (ne of them is a steno-
gmphic ine which permits
lind students to reach un:reed of
130 words a minute and thus to
Jollow lectures and speeches. The
mﬂneﬁmp.’uc notes may be trans-
cribed on ordinary typewriters.

(&)
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“From Here to Eternity,” by James
fones, FuHhhed by Collins.
OVERING the period just prior to
World War II to shortly after the
attack on Pear]l Harbour, this novel deals
with life in America’'s Regular Army.
Told through the eyes, ears and re-
actions of an Enlisted Man, an N.C.O.

P.O.

P.O. Box

and an Officer, the story brings out more

truly than any other of the war novels

the drabmess, boredom and misery of in-
dividual and collective life in the army
in war and peace.

The pettiness of army politics, the
jockeying for promotions in the different
worlds of the N.C.O. and the Officer,
the constant fear in both, and by all of
gﬂtling themselves on someone or other's

. list the nepotism and its
consequences on efficiency, morale and
the behaviour patterns — all of these are

Phone 5-3493,

Locomotive Hotel
SALT RIVER

FAVOURITE
RENDEZVOUS

[

depicted with an unerring brush.
And that other world, that of the en-
listed man, is portrayed equally as faith-
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(PTY.) LTD. fully. Even to the jockeying for fatigues.
WHOLESALE MERCHANTS The irritations of a process that herds

_ men together and which find expression
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any breach of Army Regs. and who can-
not be victimised by means of them.
therefore, who falls foul of his superior
officer and is given “The Treatmeni™
to make him conform — all of this is told
with realism and understanding.

The incidence of the brutality of the
Military Police and Military Prisons
system, described here as taking place
in the Schofield Stockade (but in a
foreword by the author personally
vouched for as having occurred in an-
other stockade in I.EE US.A. itself)
brought back memories of stories of our
own Detention Barracks.

The sex life of Service men is por-
”ajﬂl with all its sordidness, urgency
and frustration. If it is pornographic, it
i= unfortunate. It is something that needs
to be told.

It is this, perhaps, together with the
brutality of the Stockade incident, which
gave rise to the public outery about the
book in the US.A. and the subsequent
setting up of a Special Committee of In-
vestigation. It iz a disturbing tale for
any American Mother. Or for“that mat-
ter for any mother of sons in this war-
threatened world. -

The novel has its moments of excite-
ment in the action of the battle of Pearl
Harbour, but this does not affect the
total picture of the general misery, frus-
tration and drabness of life in the army;
if anything it serves to bring it into
relief and to underline it.

Despite its length, certain weaknesses
of construction and the vernacular with

* the — inevitable in such a novel — in-

cessant interspersing of four letter words,
the reader’s interest is gripped and held
up to the rather inadequate ending. Ex.
servicemen will find it of particular in.
terest, since it will recall to them the
more unpleasant side of the war years
and evoke again the appropriate emo-
tions they experienced’then.

STEWART'S

REXALL PHARMACY
S. Joffs, M.P.S.

DISPENSING CHEMIST
PHOTOGRAPHIC SPECIALIST

280, Louis Botha Avenue.
ORANGE GROVE

Day Phone
45-1810

Night Phone
45-157¢
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Time To Choose Your Side
By CIVITAS

HE total number of volunteers arrested in the Defiance of Unjust Laws Cam-
paign is, at the moment of writing, 3,356. This total has accumulated in the
course of some hundreds of separate “incidents" throughout the country. In no

case has there been viclence of any kind.

These are substantial achievements
and they are causing the Government
a great deal of comcern. It has become
clear. that there are large numbers of
non-Europeans who are prepared to face
the sentences normally imposed for con-
traventions of pass laws and apartheid
regulations and that the campaign can-
not he halted by merely applying these
senlences. :

'\ani;g! }c;runétr-maaums have been
suggested, Mr. Swarl’s suggestion was,
of course, corporal puni.aiment, Mr.
Swart’s mind seems to concentrate habi-
tually on that. A speaker on the S.A.B.C.
giving what was alleged to be a survey
of South African affairs, had a more
far-reaching proposal. He suggested that
labour camps be established in the Re-
serves, to which *passive resisters’ would
be sent and subjected to “discipline’ by
their tribal chiefs.

PASSIVE RESISTANCE

There is one formidable difficulty in
the way of both these proposals or of
any other which seeks to impose special
penalties on passive resisterz. This is the
difficulty of framing a law which can
adequately distinguish between a man
who goes without a pass because he can-
not get one and a man who goes with-
put a pass because he disapproves of
pass laws.

 How is the crime of ive resistance
to be defined? The volunteers need not
necessarily operate in large batches and
carry flags and badges. Even if they
do continue with these methods, it will
need a very skilful draftsman to frame
a law to cover them effectively, If they
resorl lo individual acts, the task will
become quite impossible.

The Government's only course, there-
fore, is to try to break the movement by
drastic action against its leaders. A start
has already been made with the arrest
of a number of leaders under the Sup-
pression of Communism Act. The Crown
in this prosecution will apparently allege
that the Defiance Campaign amounts to
Communism as defined in the Act. Part

of the definition of Communism reads
as follows:
h:ch, . any dfﬂrirm or scheme . .
which aims at bringing about any po-
litical, industrial, social or economic
change within the Union . . . by un-
lawful acts or omissions or by the
threat of such acts or omissions.”

If convicted under this elause, the
leaders will face prison sentences which
may extend to 10 years.

UNDETERRED

This threat has failed to deter the
movement. The leaders have announced
their intention to intensify the Campai
and the African National Congress ngﬂ
ecutive 13 meeting shortly to finalise
itz plans for the new phase. The lead-
ers state that they still have a large
number of volunteers in hand and more
are coming in every day. Clearly this
i= a movement which is deriving mo-
mentum from the broad mass of the peo-
E]E and one which will not easily be

alted. It is a movement in which the
ron-European peoples are increasingly
:epusirﬁ their hopes for a better and
freer life.

Under the circumstances, it is becom-
ing ever more important for progressive
Europeans to define their attitude to-
wards the Campaign. In the eyes of the
Non-Europeans, support for the Cam.
paign is becoming the touchstone by
which the sincerity of European liberals
is judged. No more vital contribution to
race harmony can be made by a Euro-
pean today than by showing the Non-
Europeans that they have allies in their
heavy task.

THE MORAL ISSUE

White South Africa is faced with a
very simple moral issue today. We are
not being asked to associate ourselves
with viclence, with sedition or with re-
volution. The issue is: do we side with
the common people of this country who
are trying to create democracy or do we
side with the Government which is using
all its apparatus of power to perpetuate
racialism?

There is wo third way.

JULY 3-IN-ONE

The July Three-in-One took the form
of a hj;la}'areading, presented jointly with
the Mercury Players. The Play, “Winter
Journey™, was written by Clifford Odets
who wrote “Waiting for Lefty” and “Till
the Day I Die”, but it hn.r{ﬁ}.r qualifies
lo come under the heading of “Com.
mitted Drama™ -— drama tackling social
problems. The play does, however, reveal
the author's humau attitudes to his char-
aht:;crs whi;]:}' are not ié]lcnnsisﬁ with
t weriul pro ist o thir-
Lies, P:nd it Iapunmsuﬂ;ted]f ‘good thea-
tre’. Ee;{] Bregman, John Allen, Leon
Cohen, Mike Snipper and Beryl Gordon
were in the cast, and Legionnaires Koy
Cousins and Ernest Ginsberg, who play-
t.'dl the lead, gave good accounts of them-
selves,

WESTERN CIVILISATION.

The Institute of Race Relations
in its recent publication, . . .
Go forward in Faith”, gave its
E‘f;fjl-m-'fﬂﬁ of the basic values of

estern Ciuvilisation.

i B belief in the value of the indi-
vidual human being and his
right, by virtue of his humani-
ty, to the fullest expression and
development compatible with
similar rights of other indivi-
duals within the pattern of a
democratic stale :

B belief in the value of demo-
cratic sociefy with its accepted
Jreedoms, rights and duties;

B acceptance of the brotherhood
of man in its Christian inter-
pretation.
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