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«1 FOUGHT FOR ‘MY COUNTRY ”

A SPRINGBOK LEGION canvasser, calling at a house in a

marginal constituency and asking the householder
whether he would support the Labour Party candidate, re-
ceived the reply: "'l fought for my country.”

The hnuilznl;dlr bore an Afrikaans name, was a railway
worker, lived in a small house, had no university degree
hanging on the wall, no limousine waiting outside, But his
answer to the canvasser, crystal clear in its brevity, re-
vealed a political understanding and a simple faith that put
to shame the hivering-and-hovering of many of your so-
called political "experts".

Here was a man who fought in World War Il for his
country and for the democratic ideals South Africa stood
for in 1939, Here was a man who realised that his country
and his own democratic ideals are equally in peril today
from the Nationalist-fascist menace. His duty he sees clearly,
Not only will his vote be cast on polling day for demecracy
and against fascism, but he will do his utmost before polling
day to talk his fellow-workers into "voting right”.

We have alwar maintained and do so today that from
ex-volunteers a higher degree of political understanding is
expected. From ex-volunteers a greater volume of political
work is rightly demanded. At this critical time, therefore,
we can conceive of no circumstances which can absolve an
ex-volunteer from working and fighting in the election
:!'rug?ll.

he United Party, it is true, has given the progressives
no inspiration. The United Party, it seems, has conspired to
conduct a general election campaign without a single pro-
found or constructive reference to igha major problems con-
fronting South Africa — the problem of race relations and
the impending dictatorship, blue-printed by the Public Safe-
ty Act and the Criminal Law Amendmaent Act.

Mevertheless, every progressive, however strong his
emotional antipathies, must, ifgha thinks clearly, realise that
Public Enemy Nao. | is the Nationalist Party with its incredible
reactionary policies. A defeat for the Nationalists is a de.
feat for reaction and a defeat for reaction means a clearer
breathing space and a lighter load for the progressives, A
defeat for the Nationalists means a defeat for their herren-
volkism, for their race hatreds, for their anti-trade unionism,
for their deliberate attempts to segreqate Afrikaans-speak-
ing children from English-speaking l:iildrun. A defeat for the
Mationalists means a defeat for their attempts to destroy
our system of law, their convictions without trial, their inter-
ference with academic freedom, their barbaric resort to
physical violence, their orders to 'shoot first'.

Let us, therefore, defeat the Nationalists!

Let us be aware, of course, that in the long struggle
for man's complete emancipation, we have moved only slight-

forward, But from our new vantage point, let us make
ullest use of the respite. If we defeat the Mationalists on
April 15th, let us with renewed vigour turn to and defeat
the reactionary tendencies in the United Party. We shall
have the opportunity to support and strengthen the liberal
elements in the new government, so that, under the ﬁfllll.l‘ﬂ
of progressive EuruTanns and non-Europeans together, the
new government wil find itself compelled to move forward
or move out.
In the few days that are left before polling day make
your most vigorous contribution you may, by winning five
extra votes, win a seat for progress.

Written by R. Cousigs, Somerset House, Johanneshurg,
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“3If ye break faith ., . "
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“]1 CALL ON
EX-SERVICEMEN”

| CALL on the ex-volunteers of South Africa, | am

speaking fo you in your thousands, tens of thou-
sands — clerks, teachers, miners, welders, housewives,
travellers, lawyers, drivers, messengers — to all of you
in your diverse jobs in diverse parts of the country.
All of you, however, have one thing in common —
between 1939 and 1945 you were in the uniform of
the U.D.F. You were gunners, pilots, ratings, nurses,
engineers, erks, totalling the armed forces of South
Africa.

It was not the uniform which made us all com-
rades, not the fact that we met in the same canteens,
shared the same l'rar:rorh journeyed to the Western
Desert and ltaly together. No! It was the underlying
reason for the uniforms and the canteens and the for-
eign places. We were comrades because we shared
a common purpose, a common ideal. Our purpose was
to smash fascism; our ideal to make democracy secure
throughout the werld, Fascism te us a few years ago
meant not merely a worldwide armed conflict. It meant
an attempt to impose by force on all the peoples of
the earth a pattern of government, which we feared,
hated and utterly rejected.

We hated Fascism, because, however dimly, we
knew that liberty is the breath of life. We knew that
any tyrannical act which lessens our liberty, diminishes
also our status as human beings, dimini our indi-
vidual worth, dignity and our falents. We had no
choice but to resist an attempt to reduce us to men-
tal and physical slaves. We took up the fight for our
right to plan our lives so that happiness and health,
the real jo --nf-i'win? might be guaranteed to ourselves
and to eu:n of our fellow human-beings,

And so we went to war. Without heroics we risked
our lives to defeat tyranny and to safequard deme-
cracy. Ten thousand Africans gave their lives
i gur us and our children,

Teday in our own land we discover the same fear-
ful features of tyranny as called us to arms thirteen
years ago. We have a system of government which
affects us all, a system which robs us of a genuine Ii:]r
in our day-to-day living. We are beset by fear and,
worse, by apprehension and insecurity. The very real
struggle to make ends meet is embittered by present
Loﬁﬁ:al piracy and by the fears for our children's

ture.

We have seen the freedoms to speak, to organise,
to publish, to protest ripped from our hands, We have
seen the free trade union movement white-anted,
sniped at, infimidated. We have seen interference in
legitimate business affairs, the press threatened, pass-
ports confiscated, hooliganism and terrorism,

Above all we have with inward shame witnessed
the inhuman suppression of ten millions of our fellow
l South Africans, until the very air is aquiver with anger

and fear, Ordi-
nary ﬁ.ﬂ'—iﬁlhing
white South Afri-
cans prepare to
leave the land of
their birth to
find a safer home
f i .
or their children Cecil Williams, National Chairman,
And all this Spri i
" & omE W Fm’hk hll“‘
Fascism, intimi-

dation and suppression reached the high water mark
in the ‘martial law" acts of the last session — the Pub-
lic Safety and the Criminal Law Amendment Acts.
With these measures the Nationalists have given them-
selves and any future government the power to declare
a state of emergency, to suspend all laws, to ignore
the courts, to impose lashes and imprisonment . . . at
the discretion of the Cabinet or even at the sole dis-
cretion of the Minister of Justice. Shades of Hitler!
Well, then, my friends, my comrades of World
War |l against Fascism! | call en you to rally against
the threat of Fascism in South Africa. The general
election is upon us. Here is our opportunity peacefully
to cast out for all time this Nationalist government,
which daily brings us nearer to chaos and ruin, Here is
our chance to attend political meetings, to canvass, to
do clerical work, to provide tran , to drive cars,
to protect Opposition meetings from hooligans. As
ou answered the call before, so now let nothing stand
Lhﬂllﬂ you and the uttermost completion of your
duty to yourself, your family and your country, Work
unti ‘{nu are forwearied nnnr“en then do more. Drag
r friends and neighbours into the struggle. Recog-
nise your responsibility as you did thirteen years ago
and shoulder it.
| call upon you, in addition, to make your contri-
bution te ﬂ'lPl policy of the United Party. At United
Far[lx‘.miing: ask your candidate to ge himself
to repeal of the 'martial law' acts, for we can
never feel safe whilst those laws remain to threaten
our liberty. The U.P. must be made to realise that,
when they undertake to repeal these totalitarian laws,
they have the solid backing of the people. We must in-
fuse inte the United PnﬁT our courage and conviction,
so that, if they win, the laws will be repealed: if they
lose, the U.P. will not rest until they force the Govern-
ment to repeal or at the very least make it impossible
for the Government to make use of these fascist
powers,
Therefore, my friends, in the few remaining days
remember this: You fought for the freedom of the
world, Now fight for South Africa's,

Written by C. Williami, Somornal Houte, Johannasburg.
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STALIN

An Obituary by Ben Giles

T is perhaps easy to explain away the ten-mile long

queues of people winding slowly through the cold
March streets of Moscow Lo pay last tribute and hom.
age to Joseph Stalin. For these were his people, these
Soviet mourners, And he was their leader, their inspi-
ration and their guide through thirty years,

Bul the Moscow queues are only a small parl o
the measure of the man who lay dead. It is hardar to
explain the other acts and emotions which surrounded
him in life.

There were the men
.EI'H:I WolITien u[ Bt | i][l:ﬂl"l]
different  lands, who
crept out silently at
night and at peril of
their lives, to chalk the
m.llglll“: name on “-E_"H.—
“Viva Stalin!™  And
this though they had
never seen the man,
nor set foot in the
country which he led.
For it was part of the
quality of this man that
his name became
everywhere the svmbol
ol resistance Lo Lyran-
I'Ij'l J]IId Iﬂﬂ'i!‘m- Etnﬂ
the symbol of the com-
mon man's triumph
over il,

There were the ban-
ners {:arr'_ﬁ-"tn;!! hiﬁ
name; and the por-
traitz= flowing in the
wind amongst the stan-
dards raised by brown.
."i-k:illlli'd men E'I.Ild _'_l"l'l'
low in a thousand des-
perate  struggles  for
national independence,
waged in a thousand
backward and illiterate villages scattered over a dozen
empires. This oo was part of the stature of the man;
that his name became inseparably woven into the
[abric of every colonial struggle for equal rights
and for liberation.

How 1o assess such a man as Joseph Stalin? None
of the standard categories tell the w}imle truth,

Military leader of genius? Yes, in part. And the
monument 1o that gr:nius i5 the name of the {:il:.' of
Stalingrad, where he twice directed military campaigns
that turned seeming defeat into certain victory over
overwhelming odds. Here, under his leadership, were
the turning points of two wars against foreign invasion.
Here in 1921 was ensured the preservation of the
Soviet Union; and here in 1943 were buried the hopes
of Nazi world damination,

Cutstanding political leader? That 1oo in part.
For under his guiding hand was built the five-million
strong Communist Party of the Soviet Union. Into
the ranks of his party were drawn all the foremost in-
dustrial workers and lactory managers, farmers, arl-
1sl=, scienlisls, mathematicians and historians of a
mighty nation. But more than that. Through his guid-
ance there has developed the greatest international
wlitical brotherhood the world has ever known, ac-
L]Iﬂ“‘li"dg;[lﬁ J:Ii.IIl L E ]L‘- If"l.'lli‘l'r .ﬂl]d it,’,’. E'l_l_ifll". |||n|_|g]| J“'
had never addressed nor belonged to any of its nat-
ional sections ouiside hiz own country.

Teacher and scholar? Unquestionably yes, in part,
A whole generation has grown to consciousness and
understanding of their world through his  written
works — The National and Colonial Question, Dialec-
tical and Historical Materialism, Leninism — and
through his articles on linguistics, on the economics of
socialism, on problems of organisation,

And yel for all the greal talents which he possess-
ed, for all the prestige and power which he wielded,
Stalin remained that rare thing, a leader close to the
aspirations and the sympathies of ordinary people. It
was characteristic of him that, when Soviet andiences
cheered and clapped for Stalin — how often we have
seen it on the films — he oo slowly joined the clap-
ping. For to Stalin. the proples’ tributez were taken,
not as personal adulation, but as an expression of
popular tribute to the Soviet Union, to its socialist
economy, with hiz name and personality as the symbal,
hut not the substance, of the |u:|pu]ar acclaim,

A maker of history? “It is not heroes who make
hi:ilur}'. bt hi.-'-lurg.r thal makes heroes,” %o runs a
passage from a lext-book for which Stalin was largely
responsible. “It is not heroes who create a people, but
the people who creates heroes and move history for-
ward. Heroes, outstanding individuals, may play an im-
portant part in the life of sociely only in so far as
they are capable of correctly understanding the con-
ditions of development of society and the wavs of
changing them for the better.” :

History created Stalin, history of our own times.
It was the time of the first construction of socialist
sociely; il was the time of the maturing of the colonial
revolt against subjugation; it was the time of the rise
of fascism, and implacable struggle against it; it was
the time of a new world sociely emerging from the

fearful armed clashes and primitive dictatorships of
the old.

And no one of our age has more correctly under-
stood * . . . the conditions of development of society
and the ways of changing them for the better.” It js
this that raised him to be the great figure that he was.

The world will be poorer for his passing, though
the indestructible monuments o him remain in the
minds and lives of men everywhere. and in the great

socialist country which he led.

April 1963,
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ON THE WAY UP AND UP

By ELWOOD C. CHOLMOMDELEY.

OU'D have to be here in Union Buildings to see how all the fellows have
perked up since the news came through. What? Haven't you heard? Old

Peter Ste

yn, the one who was Administrator of Farm Prisons, got promotion

last month.' He's DE?U‘l‘? Commandant for Mative Affairs now; and |'m telling you

it was like a shot of monkey- gland
Gives us all a bit of hope, |

sjuvenation stuff, the way it affected us all.
| you; enspnew.'::.alllpI since he hasn't gol any

special qualifications for the |u|:a am:l doesn't even speak the lingo.

And hope isn’t something there's a
hell of a lot of in the civil service. May-
be we've got a bit more than the poor
non-service clols who still think that
policemen ought to be polite to the
public; bul not a hell of a lot.

But you should see the place these
days. [ tell vou, 1 heard even Blackie
Swart whistling about the place last
week, and rumour has it that he smiled
too. But don’t quote me. It seems he's
got his next job all lined up just in case
we lose the election and he has o go
back to working for a living. | heard
he's going to be transferred, on promo-
tion of course, to head of the Marriage
Guidance Council, Seems they feel that
what with his succesa with the immorali-
ly act, and all the tips he can pass on
to husbands about the need to wse the
light cane, the heavy cane or the cat-
‘o-nine as the occasion warrants, he's
been picked as the ideal man for the job.

Well that's what I always say about
the service; always manages to it
square pegs into square holes, if you get
me. For instance, take old Vince Bey-
ers — no, nol the General, You remem-
ber. the old Impala House latrine atten-
dant. Well he’s getting on for [ilty-five,
which is a bit late in the day for cart-
ing buckets around., And after a hard
day’'s work, he's always raised enough
energy to cat-call all the way through
Harry Oppenheimer’s meetings; and
that counts when you coma to these loy-
alty tests 1 can tell you. Sa I reckon
it= only justice that he's got his promo-
lion at last, Yes, Chief Pastry Supervisor
to the Railway Caterer.

Well no, I don’t think he can actually
cook. But dammit, fair's fair. He did
take over and wash the cups for a whole
week last year when Kleinbooi was off
with pass-law troubles. The chap’s a
hundred pereent loyal servant, I can tell
vou, and the service is good and satis-
fied with his promotion. ﬁ"e“. if the pas-

rs don’t like it, then they can just
do the other thing, and see wﬂat it gets
them.

Now don’t get that way! I like peo
ple! Sure. All sorts of people. Well, for

instgnce | like Cronje, from the RHe-
ceiver of Revenue's office. No, not the
Cronje! Old Adolf Cronje, you kinow the
one who runs the tea club, Now there's
a real case of what 1 was saying: vieli-
misation by the United Party, that's all
it was, keeping him there with his cups
and saucers for Iwenly years, The maost
loval servant in the whole place, he was,
and | don’t care who hears me zay it,
even if he was a Stormjaer in his spare
time. Never flinched from duty. not
even after Ih{:].r lost the leaspoon in 1941,
He's been stirring the tea with his finger
ever aince ; and not a word of complaint
vou've heard [rom him in all that time.
And that's for a staff of over a hundred
Loo.

Well 1 say that's the sort of civil ser.
vanl the country needs. But he's only
col recognition since Karl Bremer ook
over. Believe me, he’s a new man since
they promoted him to a place where his
real lalents come into use. They say that
there’s been a complete change in the
whole “husiness since he became assist-
ant supervisor in chief (Baking) with
special responsibility for Bremer bread.
Not that I eat the stuff myself; I find
il sits a hit heavy on the stomach, what
with all the soya bean and stuff they put
in it

Clements? No. Haven't seen him in
months, since they took him off ecattle
|I|H:rr|1'|i.|1g al Kazerne, Heard he got jrro-
moled in honour of the ten-thousandth
cow killed in a post-war derailment. And
the poor sap thought it was recognition
for the long hours he'd spent at nizht
tearing down Torch Commando posters.
Must have been a real wrench to him.
Always used to tell the boys he was
more attached to that cow-prodder than
to his wife. Hear he's bought a new car
since thf‘}" made him S]Jﬁ'ia] assislanl
to the Rul[wavﬁ Public Relation officer,
and put him in charge of the ‘Courtesy
to Passengers’ ‘campaign.

By gosh, it makes you realise how
lime moves on, when you slart thinking
of all the old stagers. They've all moved
up a peg or lwo since the early days,

alright; except for the dead-beats who
were in the army, and those suckers
who put their shirts on Smuts, You re-
member old Barry, who was assistant
gaoler at Clocolan when we started?
Seems he's given up his part-tim= job of
hangsman, and got himself promoted o
head of a Paszs Office somewhere in the
Fastern Transvaal.

And then there's Smilty — not Jack;
hiz dim-witted brother, the one we used
to call Loony. He's certainly moved up a
long way from tapping train wheels at
Windhoek station. Been Prnmutud lo
the Education Department, chief officer
in charge of University apartheid, or so0
Jack I'.t'ﬂs me. And Abe Kriel, one of
the senior law advisers Lo [I{mm 5, what
do you think of that? Mwaﬂ. said he
was a bit of a shyster, even in the days
when he uszed to pinch half the Brasso
he was given to polish the door-knobs
at the P.M.'s house.

Me? No! Haven't you heard! Gave
up lift driving at the Post OMfice three
months back; and damn high time too,
after all I did to hawk subscriptions for
the Transvaler to the telegraph messen-
gers. Finding my new job a bit of a
grind, but I suppose it'll all come right
before long. | trll'l vou, being statistician
and economizt in charge of Eric Louw’s
cost of living ligures s no piece of
vake, whatever the newspapers may say
about it.

I tell you boy; it will be a real trage-
dy for the serviee if Malan gets beaten
on the 15th. Well maybe the public
doesn’t think so. but who runs this
country anyway? If the public doesn’t
realise it now, they will soon when the
elfects of all these new appointments be-
orin to show themselves, L:nu mark my
words,
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Film Review

LIMELIGIHT

Reviewed by
ROY COUSINS

TO ME the most remarkable feature of this remarkable work of art is that a

sensitive artist living in our society has made such a vital statement of
faith in humanity. Ours is an age of witchhunts and personal persecution, of
atom bombs and war hysteria, of increasing fears about the future, so it is not
surprising that the bulk of serious dramatic art is concerned with frustration and
pessimism [as seen in the work of Eugene O'Neill, Carol Reed and Marcel

Carné).

The philosophy implied in the film is that the fact of living is its own justifi-
cation and must not be denied, and the plot development, the dialogue and its
entire tone underline this attitude, asserting a positive belief in the individual's

ability to fight back and to succeed.

Calvero, an ageing music-hall come-
dian faced with professional decline
saves a young girl from suicide. She is
a dancer crippled by a neurotic associa:
tion of shame with her work. He per-
suades her that all life can contain hap-
piness and through the foree of his per-
sonality he helps her to walk again and
to resume her career. She is altracted
by his wisdom and courage and compas-
sionately moved by the tragedy of his
position while he, in turn, iz enchanted
by her youth and sweetness.

Her artistic suceess coincides with his
complete failure and with her realization
that ghe iz romantically in love with a
young musician (charmingly played by
Sidney Chaplin). But in addition to her
he.i.ng emotionally involved with Calvero
she is desperately afraid that her new-
found confidence will collapse in his ab-
sence — until he leaves her, forcing her
to come to terms with life.

UNDAUNTED CALVYERO

It is at this point that Carol Reed
would leave his film, with Calvero in the
gutter, a symbol of life’s bitter irony.
But in Chaplin’s film, although he is
reduccd to performing on the streets for
a living he remains philosophical, un-
daunted, He is found by the girl and
through her he gets his chance to make

a magnificent return to the stage before
his death.

Any such bald résumé of the plot
completely fails to indicate the subtleties
of the film, the intricacy of the main
relationship in which there is a beauti-
ful balancing of opposites, the man-
ner in which the main theme iz develop-
pil with minor variations as can be
found in Shakespeare’s plays or in clas-
sical music. “Monsieur Verdoux™, for
example, was rather clamsily kept to-
pether with shots of train wheels turn-
ing. Visually exciting to a degree un-

Chadie Chaplin  as
the "Great” Calvers
I in the brilliant film, [

“Limalight."”

known before in Chaplin's films, “Lime-
light” has a most imaginative sound-
track, and well nigh perfect screen music

composed by Chaplin.

BREATH-TAKING PERFORMAMNCES

The performances of Chaplin and
Claire Bloom are breathtaking. Al
though | was not particularly amused by
the music-hall turns — a personal taste
— Chaplin's comic genius was revealed
elsewhere in a dozen deft touches. His
tragic close-ups are haunting, his tem-
porary br&al‘.—i-:wn is heartbreaking, and
altogether he displays a range and ver-
satility that is Tncnmparab?. Claire
Bloem is enchanting, warm, sensitive,—
a dramatic actress who rises to every

demand of a difficult role.

Some intelligent filmgoers have been
horrified by the failure of most critics
and sections of the public to understand
what Chaplin was sayving and to appre-
ciate how brilliantly he has said it
There is nothing new in this. Films like
“Day of Wrath”, “Give Us This Day”,
“Bicycle Thieves” and “The Grapes of
Wrath” were seldom given the appre-
ciation they deserved — althuuggl in
some quarters there is a certain auto-
matic prestige attached to any continen-
tal film. It is this lack of understand-
ini that has driven talented arbistz like
John Ford either permanently or at
least temporarily to abandon their stan-
dards, but Chaplin’s resilience inspires
the hope that the cinema’s linest creator
will continue along the path of artistic
achievement,
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Censorship

THE BATTLE OF

By W. MILLER

THE

BOOKS

NE of the more disturbing characteristics of the present Cabinet is its habit of regarding the public as a crowd of
children or imbeciles. In this attitude is recognisable the teaching of that old enemy of culture and common sense, Hit-
ler. In no way have the Cabinet so clearly demonstrated this attitude than in the manner in which they have mutilated our

censorship laws.

We are not emong those whe decry any ateel grery sorl ur.ill|r cfn,mr.ﬁfu'p, 1f the
guardians of the public morals wish to ban pornographic literature o1 salaciows
films or obscene pictures we are al one with them. Apart from the fact that
we are not inferested in such manifestations of Western -I"FI'H:F-FII]' American) cul-
ture, we ggree that they ean do no one any good, and if the banning of these
products from the world markets will make their production unprofitable so
that such streams of filth will dry up wt the source, we would be very happy

tndeed,

However, what we are completely un-
able to understand and what we as free,
adult human beings are unable Lo ac.
cepl is the conception which seems lo
have gripped the mind of the public cen-
=0T uf what is or is not obscene. When
world famous literature and the writings
ol some of the world’s paramount states-
men, sociologists, economists and scien-
tistz are turned away at our ports, while
still the shelves of most bookshopz and
the counters of most learooms are pack-
e with sex-trash, one is right to wonder
whether we live in a sane world.

This issue forced itsell urgently upon
the public attention some months ago
when a United Nations |h‘.'|.|:'HJI|'I|I:°.'t on the
race question, which had long been fam.
liar to Enj'l.':*r.-'-it_\' students and thouzands
af others as a thoughtful, but on the
whole. rather conservative treatment of
the problem, was suddenly banned as
being unhit for the minds of South Afri-
CANs,

But while the banning of this particu-
lar pamphlet has brought matters to the
public attention, it discloses a state of
affairs which is of fairly long standing.

Bear in mind, first of all, that the
censorship act has for vears been used
nol so much lo proteel public standards
of morality, but as a political weapon.
As such it is an act as dangerous, in ils
way, as the Public Safety Act, and the
Supprezzion of Communizm Act, in that,
whereas the latter are directed at the
freedom of movement and action of the
individual, the former aims al the very
freedom of a man to think.

The lists ol F:mhlir*atiuns_. hooks and
papers, which have by now incurred the
censor s disapproval is a formidable one.
There is hnrdry a progressive periodical

published anywhere today which is al-
lowed free enlry inte our country. It
would seem that I, for one. musl rate
pretty high in what the Un-American
Activities Committee calls “moral tur-
pilude”, for 1 have at one time or an-
other heen an avid reader of most of
them. K. Palme Dutt’s “Labour Month-
Iv" uzed to be on my list of “Musts”.
“New Times” during and after the war
was my guide to what was heing said
and thought behind the so-called “Iron
Curtain™; “New China” was altogether
delightful and what Springhok Radio
calls “refreshingly different”, for in its
pages one looked in vain for war-like
speeches of bomb-happy Generals, for
riports of atom-bomb explosions or ol
Lthe feasibility of bombing remote coun-
tries, One found instead reports of vasl
schemes of construction, of the cultural
awakening of a free people. Why ban it?
Why not ban “Life” instead, with its
lurid accounts of war preparalions, ils
SCAY |ri1'I|J:r:'.-a. ils ineitement to hatred.
its ever-recurring theme of brutality and
aggression ? (e can only conclude that
in the New Morality brutality is accept.
able and vulture zuspect.

There appeared an article recently in
i J"I.rnl'ri{'.!lll mﬂ.;:ﬂ.xﬁl""- f'f:mml"l”illg L]
what he called the “deluge of sex, per-
version and murder” flowing from the
pen of one Mickey Spillane. It appears

that American teachers, sociologistz and
‘I'I'll]]'[']'llT.ll"rl ]'Il.l."lu'i' I'l'l'l'l IPrU'[ﬂll"_]I}' ﬁhﬂl:‘l;'r
el |J_'|.r the filth and decadenee ol this
writer. And vet, while his so-called books
are freely displayed on South African
bookshelves, the works of such writers
as James Aldridge and Theodore Drei-
ser — of “American Tragedy™ fame —

are now on the black list. While the lat-

ter i almost unequalled among pre-war
American men of letters, the former
is certainly among  the “greats”
of the post-war world, His  most
famous hook, “The Diplomat™, while
it deals harshly with Anglo-Ameri-
can diplomacy, iz a work of such skill
and depth that not to have read it is
almost criminal, But its themes is poli-
tical and its conclusions unflatlering 1o
the Western powers. Hence it is obscene.
The “Sea Eagle”. a novel of Greece by
the same author, iz of outstanding beau-
ty, indeed a modern classic, Yet it is
“objectionable” because it deals with
the Greek resiztance movement during
the war,

"If there is anything which cannot
stand free thought, let it crack”. Crack
it will and crack it must. For when a
state gets to the point where it prefers
pornography to culture, where it almost
purposely rouses man's basest instincts
in order to dull his conscience and drug
his thoughts, then it cannot hope to sur-
vive in peace or in war,

GOLD MEDAL CORSETRY
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APARTHEID AT
UNIVERSITIES

TD appreciate the significance of the crisis at the Medical School it is neces-
sary to see events in their frue perspective.
Dr. H. R. Raikes, Principal and Vice-Chancellor of the University of the
Witwatersrand in a statement to students last year said, "since a true University,

by its very name,

desire for instruction."

Dr. T. B. Davie, Principal of the
University of Cape Town maintains that
academic freedom is the freedom of the
University to determine, without outside
pressure or force, what to teach, how to
teach, whom to teach and who zhall
teach. °

Here are a few representative expres-
sions of Government opinion on aca-
demic freedom:

(1} 1948: Dr. Malan stated the inten-
tion of the Government to introduce
“apartheid” into the Universitics.
1948: Dr. Malan said that non-
whites should receive education at
separate centres. (Dr. Davie said
that the Universities were disturb-
ed at the evidence of the pressure
being brought to bear on them by
the State).

1950: Dr. von Nierop said the gov-

ernment should consider withdraw-

ing subsidies from the “mixed” uni-
versities (i.e. Wite and Cape

Town).

1950: Two Natal Indian students at

Wits ordered to leave the Transvaal.

1951: Government grants with-

drawn from bodies sponsoring

adult education, unless they accept-
ed apartheid.

1951: Mr. Viljoen said at the Cape

Nationalist Congress that the Gov-

ernment wag anxious to have full

apartheid in the universities,

1952: Mr. Viljoen promised future

Government action in respect of

the “mixed” universities,

(8) 1952: Dr. Malan attacks academic
freedom: “they (the universities)
have to bear the same general char-
acteristics as the state itself, . . .
upon which they are financially de-
pendent.”

In 1951 all Government scholarships
to African medical students ar Wits,
were withdrawn. On 7/6/51 the Minis-
ter of Education announced that when
the Durban Medical School was in full
swing, the Government would not sub-
sidise Wits. and Cape Town in respect

(2)

(3)

(4)
(3)

(6)

(7)

should be a microcosm of the Community, . . . admission of
anyone to the University depends solely, . . .

in the case of a student on his

ol non-white medical students, Now, al
the beginning of 1953, the Durban
Medical School is in full swing. Also,
ar the beginning of 1953, 16 non-white
medical students at Wits., who are suit-
ably qualified 10 enter second year, are
not permilted to do so. It seems un-
necessary Lo say more,

The facls are:

ALL 58 white students who passed
their first vear examinations in 1952
were admitted Lo second vear.Only 6
of 22 non-white students in a similar
pozition were admitted to second year.
The President of the Wits. Students’ He-
presentative Council, Mr. Getz, said on
3rd March, 1953:

“The Selection Committee was appar-
ently instructed to select only a certain
number of non-Europeans — a fact
which must have resulted in the resigna-
tion of two members of the Selection
Committee,” (Prof. McCrone and Dr.
Roux.—Ed.).

Of the 16 non-white students refused
admission into second year, 5 have al
least one [irst class -pass; 11 have at
least one second class pass; and ALL 106
have better results than at least 15 white
students who were admitted into sec-
ond year. ALL 15 white studentz who
passed first year supplementary exami-
nalions were ;-I.t'L:I"lIll‘[] into second Vear.
NONE of the 5 non-whiles in a similar
situation was accepted,

Two of the 16 non.white students.
who were not allowed into second vear.
applied to do second veas with the pro-
viso that after sccond year they would
complete their training elsewhere thus
making no demand on clinical training
facilities at Wita.—They were not al-
lowed to commence second year studies.

On the second day of term (30,/1/53)
the Principal was asked to clarily the
position of all the first year non-white
students, who had, at that stage, not
been admitted into second year. Only
on the 17th February was a =atisfactory
reply received. By then it was known
that only 6 of the 22 hdad been read-
mitted. The Principal denied that a

racial quota governed the selection. He
stated that the restricted number of non-
European entries into second %’Eﬂl’ had
been necessitated by a lack of clinical
material and training facilities, Mean-
while, at about the same time, a reply
was received from the Profeasor of Sur-
eery (the Dean) in response to a re-
quest for detailed information about the
clinical facilities available. The Profes-
sor stated that the information required
was very complex and would take some
weeks to collect and collate so as to pro-
vide any sort of satisfactory answer, so
that owing to lack of time he was unable
to furnish the S.R.C. with the required
information. (Mr. Getz, 3/3/53).
The S.R.C. has instituted an enquiry
to determine exactly what facilities are
savailable and wherein they are lacking.
It iz known, however, that the Baragwa-
nath Non-European Hospital {with over
1,000 beds) is not used as an official
training hospital for non-white medical
students, In addition, there are such hos-
itals as Baragwanath, Coronation and
Eridg&mun (serving mon-while popula-
tionz) at which white students train.
These students could guite easily be
accommodated at a hospital with white
patients, thereby making available cli-
nical facilities for non-white students.
The overwhelming majority. at a gen-
eral meeting of medical students regard-
ed it as the duty of the University to pe-
admit the 16 students. Whether or not
clinical facilities are available, the Uni-
versity has no moral right to exclude
these students on those grounds, because
at no stage were these students informed
that any criteria other than those of
academic suitability would apply to their
subsequent selection. If clinical farili-
ties are lacking the University must take
some meazures o rectify the position,
At another general meeting the Stu-
dents” Medical Council was instructed
by the meeting 1o collect money to sup-
port the legal action instituted by the 16
affected students against the University.
The SM.C. was also instructed to enlist
all poszible support for the 16 students.
['%n 3rd March, the S.R.C. passed a
regolution condemning the actions of the
University and called upon all students
to abstain from attending lectures for
one day in order to draw altention to
the grave injustivce done to the 16 stu-
dents, On further consideration, the
S.R.C. felt that an abstention from lec.
tures was not the most efficacious means
of focussing public attention on the cri-
sis at the University, zo the call was
rescinded and other steps are now being
taken towards the same ends.
“The Government is certainly calling

(Continued on next page)
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Play Critique

“REMEMBER ISLAND”
Reviewed by Cecil Williams

HC'W rare an event it is when a South African playwright makes an honest
attempt to come tos grips with the peculiar problems of our land. Such an
attempt was made by Michael Drin, the well-known actor and broadcaster, in
his play, "Remember Island", recently presented at the Labia Theatre in Cape

Town. :

Having contrived a mosl ingenious
setting — which iz South Africa and i=
not South Africa — Mr. Drin proceeds
to an exposure of the tyrannical attitudes
and acts of the fascist-inclined govern-
ment. We zee this government making
use of their “Race Areas Act” and “Pub-
lic Morals Act”™ — the paraphernalia of
apartheid — in order to bolster up their
slender majority in parliament. On frau-
dulent pretexts they plan to uproot three
thousand Coloureds from their homes
on Remember lsland and replace them
with white government supporters, there-
by winning the seal away from the Op-
position.

The play shows how the white “Mas-
ter” of the Island, his lawyer friend, a
Coloured parson and his mother attempt
ta defeat the plot of the government and
how finally they manage to get an appeal
placed before the United Nations,

To my way of thinking Mr. Drin has
nol quite succeeded in what he intended,
He has set out to show that freedom
from tyranny is the most precious parl
of life ‘and that tyranny can be defeated
by the fighters for freedom. Yet in the
development of his play he has given us
somewhat feeble fighters, who compare
unfavourably with the strength of char-
acter of their oppressors. ;

I+ does not seem to me sither inspir-
ing or nnmrinuig? that the democrats of
the play are able to outwit the fascists
merely by the accidental possession of
an American passport. But apart from

the scheme of the whites to outman-
ceuvré the government, we are present-
ed with a totally negative response from
the Coloureds, who are the people vital-
ly affected by the prupowtr

of the "Race Areas Act.”

Whether the Cape Coloureds are not
as vigorous in their fight for freedom
today as the Africans and Indians has
ne relevance to the dramatic and poli-
tical world created by the playwright.
[vamatically Mr. Drin’s play requires
the emergence of a Coloured resistance
movement and political eonsiderations
make the same demand. Instead of this,
the Coloured people in the play, the
voung parson and the old man Carolus,
are negative and ineffectual.

Herein, 1 believe, lies the inner weak-
ness of the play. Instead of an inspiring
fight for freedom, we are left with a
cerebral puzzle, We are pleased that the
puzele is solved. but not uplifted,

Despite what I consider to be this de-
[ect. the play had a rousing reception
and was warmly app!audeﬁ by Cape
Town audiences. The topical allusions
wene H.'i.:ﬂl'd Ml EHH{ 1'r.!lr'l;:i W]'lirh Wierse
assumedl 1o be against the Nationalist
covernment  were  spontaneously  ap-
plauded.

David De Keyser produced the play
with greal skill and a fine Ferling for
characterization. The outstanding virtue
for me was the pace with which the play
moved along. There was a surging move-
ment which was execellent, CATTYINE the
audience along from point to point with

application

* MICHAEL DRIN — Playwright.

ever renewed interest. Apart from the
torture scene—which | tl‘mughl under-
played — Mr. De Keyser extracted from
his cast a vigorous style of acting which
suited the play admirably.

The producer was assisted by an
cllective sel, designed by Jean Adams.
It gave an impression of space, both to
the room and the vista through the
french doors across to the mainland.

The cast worked together so well as
a team that it iz difficult to single out
illlH\'idllﬂ.I F]t"TJ-HTIﬂH.Tl('l'S. ?'l"if'hﬂf' I_}ri"
took the very difficult role of the charm-
ing, yet sadistic Captain Rahn and play-
ed it with conviction. Lawrence Ayris
revealed great reserves of stamina as
he gustily impersonated Mr. Farquhar.
Joyee Bradley gave a fine portrait of
the Coloured woman, homely, [aithlul,
devoled with an independent and brave
spirit — a very good performance.

“Remember Island™ has put Mr. Drin
in the very front rank of South African
dramatists. T am told that he is already
ai work on his second major dramatic
work on hiz second major dramatie
work. I hope we shall be privileged to
see iL 200m.

the tune, but we must now examine lo
what extent the University Authorities
are dancing the appointed steps. In this
respect we were seriously disappointed
by the reply of Dr. P. M. Anderson,
the Chairman of the University Couneil,
ta the attack on the mixed Universities
by Dr. Malan. From the statement he
was reported to have made it seemed
that the presence of non-whites at the
University was a temporary posilion,
and waz only dependent on the provi-
sion of facilities for non-whites else.
where, If thiz is a correct interpretation
of University Council policy, it is clear
that this body cannot be relied upon to

adopt strong and firm resistance o the
interference by the Government in the
internal affairs of the University . . .
we can only conclude that the University
iz failing in its duty. At least let the
same never be said abowt its studenis.”
{G. 8, Getz — Annual Preszidential Re-
port to General Meeting of Students.
March, 1953).

The net result of all these actions is
a whittling down of the number of non-
while 5lu§:=ma at Wits., after which il
will presumably be much easier to legis-
late apartheid into our Universities.

Contact between white and non-white
at Wits. has brought none of the de-

alructive and degen&rah: risulls :*nnj ured
upr by racialist politicians, Instead, we
have wilnessed the growth of under-
slanding and appreciation between black
and white; we have witnessed the in'
estimable success of a blueprint for
future South Africa; a South Africa
based on truly democratic principles
where every man is accepted and judged
only on his merit and not by his colour
or creed. The students of Wits, have
shown South Africa their answer to the
problems of our land. It is an answer
that cannot be gamnsaid.

S. SHALL.,
Medical School, Johanneshurg,
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Book Review

“PLOT AGAINST PEACE”

— IVOR MONTAGU.

AT a table in a Johannesburg street recently passers-by were being asked to

sign Transvaal Peace Council

peostcards to be sent to the United Mations
urging a 5 Power Peace Pact, the settlement of the Korean War and other

peace

proposals. One woman who passed signed — but with the bitter commeant, "'You

should get the Russians to sign™.
nppﬁﬂg
knowing this.

Jean Paul Sartre has said that some
newspapers whenever they comment up-
on a proposal of the peace movement
trgnslate EZ word “peace” into the word
“WH,I'“.

When a nation that calls for peace
moves is dubbed an aggressor, and the
purpose of furious arming is =aid to
keep the peace, not wage war, it is not
surprising that the skilled propagandist,
the vote-catching politician and the gen-
eral rousing soldiers to hiz flaz have
managed to bemuse people on the vital
question of war and peace,

In his 120.page book “Plot Against
Peace”, Tvor Montagu letz facts and
both sides speak for themselves,

In 1936, 1946, twice in 1947 and in
1948 as well as just before his death,
Stalin said the different systems existing
in the USSR, and the US.A. could
peacefully exist side by side. Malenkov
repeated this conviction of the Soviet
Government only last month.

All bluff to jl[i‘ld the warlike inten-
tions of the Soviet Union?

Well, then, let the other side speak
for itself,

Churchill has named the price of
peace between the powers: the restora-
tion of Capitalism in Eastern Europe.
Another spokesman of his camp said,
“We are at war and will remain so
while Moscow is Communist.”

So Churchill's terms are the oblitera-
lion of the Soviet regime, and the
American generals want to “liberate™
the whole world.

Terms for peace? Hardly — more
like a declaration of war.

No wonder the cold war hovers ever
on the hotl,

The Western war leaders haven’t real-
ly even the excuse that they think the
Soviet Union is going to attack them,
for among the quotations Montagu has
woven skilfully into the text are state.
ments from prominent U.S, and British
leaders making it clear they do not think
the U.S.5.R. is planning a war, or that
an attack is imminent.

Montagu's  chapters
methods of the cold war and reveal the

unravel the -

They have, of course, 115 million of them as
to 30,000 South Africans, but perhaps mamf can't be blamed for not

weapons ol ils armoury.
The United States has more than 500

air, maval and land bases scattered over

‘every continent, and no corner*of the

globe iz today out of range of its poten-
tial bomber attacks,

The “*Wall Street Journal” has admir-
ted that threats to withhold Marshall
Aid have been used “to bludgeon our
Western European allies into embarking
on larger rearmament programmes than
they think wize or necessary.”

While the United States iz the most
powerful military state in all history,
everything in her economy, her state
and intellectual life are controlled and
integrated for war.

Indoctrination of her people for war,
the spreading of the hell;ef that war is
inevitable and the conditioning of
Americans to believe that the “vellow
Asiatic enemy” the “gooks”, the “Com-
mies”, the “dagoes”, “kikes” and the
rest are not people, not humans, but ver-
min to be exterminated by the soldier
who carries the standard of the “Ameri-
can way of life” goes on endlessly. It
is5 as much part of the.war preparations
as the atom bomb tests and the air raid
practices, in which schoolchildren are
taught how to cower beneath their desks
with their heads in their hands to pro-
tect them from atom blasts.

It has taken this kind of indoctrina-
tion to get normal people in the States
to accept as natural the description of
the bacteriological weapon as ideal be-
cause it destroys only human beings and
leaves real property intact. These were
the wordsz of I.E L}[’.S. Air Force Chief
in World War IL.

The rehearsal for war of the Ameri.
can (:.I. 1= given him by comic books
which feed him with stories of heroes
who “skewer, punch, chop, jab, gouge,
strangle and whip™ the }rﬁlnw commies,

S0 the anti-Communist hogey has
served both Goebbels and the Cabinet of
twelve American millionaires and a
plumber.

The use of spying fits naturally into
the picture. The Mutual Security Act
allocated 100 million dollars for espion-
age. “No government official will ad-

mit it,” wrote the Nation's Business,
publication of the U.S. Chamber of
Commerce, “but we are training men lo
be 5pi|:|5. saboleurs, sp-e::ialists in the
tougher forms of psychological warfare.
They are taught to slip into the Russian
fabric on their own to do some unravel-
ling., They learn to blow up bridges,
railroads, trains and war plants, are
taught to use all types of weapons, both
U.3. and foreign. They become expert
map readers . . . They merge into hostile
populations and spread disquieting ru-
mours, help to frame up Russian stooges
so that their own superiors will lose
confidence in them . . . Our Government
is not admitting whether it is actually
using such tactics.”

The effect of the war preparationz and
the indoctrination of a nation for war
i% seen in Korea, says Montagu. In this
chapter, “The Trial Run,” he examines
only “friendly witnesses,” Western news-
papermen and other such obzervers. He
leaves to one side the findings of the
international commissions ol lawyers,
scientists and women whose bona fides
are suspect among the Western leaders.

The testimony of the friendly witnes.
ses makes the massacres of Lidice and
(dradour pale into insignificance beside
what is happening in Korea,

Allowed to speak for themselves, the
politicians and generals of the United
States and Britain build a devastating
case against themselves in their policy
of plotting against the peace.

bguntagu’s chapters  deseribe  the
trangition of *Cold war to Hot™; the
activities of the Faith (Treaty) Break-
erg; and the Traitor Class of 1952, He
deals with the German question and the
role of the United Nations, with the
policies of the Soviet Union, and finally
the great adventure of the World Peace
Movement,

Despite the machinations of the war
lords and the millionaire politicians,
Montagu shows that more and more
people are gmwirﬁimpat[&ul for nego-
tiation, not war. The issue, he says, lie
finally with them.

The armoury of every peace supporter
should include a copy of this masterly
little book.

Phone 97544,
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T seems to me that as the date of the
General Election draws near, the Nat-
ionalists are |:||'.|;i:r|.ning to feel the strain

scmewhat. Gone, at least for the moment,
is their old arrogant attitude of “We
can't lose.,” They CAN lose and they
know it full well. It is true that theirs
is the simpler task; they need only 359
of the votes to retain power, But in
spite of that, things are proving a bil
more slicky than they anticipated.

The Transvaal Eduecation Ordinance,
for example, iz sticking in the throats
of very many undecided voters, Most
ELI]'D].HH]!‘]E, even Nationalisls, are very
perturbed about the future of their
children under the guiding law of
the F.AKK. It would not be so far from
the truth to sav that the people are at
last realising the horror of living under
a fascist police state — und they don't
like it.

ENOUGH OF THE TRIPE!

ET me briefly return to the Election
to take to task certain aspectzs of
the United Party propaganda. It is high
time that the U.P. |mii1'}'-muknrp‘. wike
up to the fact that their.slogan of “*Vote
White — Vote U.P.” is going 1o lose
them votes, niot gain them any. If the
voters of South Africa really and truly
fell for the white supremacy myth; if
they sincerely believed in their mission
of “keeping the black man in his place™,
then th&‘_luf would vote Mat — not UP.!
The continual peddling of the apartheid
drug under new and camouflaged labels
constitules nothing leas than sabotage
of South Alrica’s hopes of a democratic
government.

Written by J. Podbrey,
House, Johannesburg.

Somersel

“A PLACE

THE Johannesburg Citizens” Native

Housing Commillee has produced
what is probably the best pamphlet ever
issued on the subject of the, dire hous-
ing shortage among urban Africans, It
speaks volumes for the integrity of the
members of this Committee who have, in
the teeth of Council opposition, persis-
tently l:nmught their case to the Johan-
nezburg public.

The pamphlet with the above title tells
the whole tragic story of disease and
crime that thrive in a community where
decent shelter is unknown. Most people,
though sympathetic, never quite realize
how important, how vitally necessary,

houses actually are to human beings.

This pamphlet soon disillusions us. It
is full of excellent photographs of the
squalor of slum-life at Orlando, Alexan-

STANDARD
FURNISHING

CO. LTD.

37a Prince's Avenue, Benoni

“EVERYTHING FOR THE HOME"
Telephone No. 54-3359.

TO LIVE”

dra, Moroka and Western Areas, The
comments accompanying these pictures
are written in the refreshing language of
common =ense. It says .:mﬁ pProves un-
mistakably. that we, the Europeans.
must suffer through: the disease and
erime arising out of Native slums, As
the Blshn]l of Johannesburg says in his
foreword: “It (the |JJ-|I:I'||‘I-|"||-E'1_I needs no
commendation, for the plmmgmphﬁ and
letlerpress speak for themselves,”

The pamphlet is excellently designed,
laid-out and printed and we stlungh
urge all our readers to get a copy as
soon as possible,

The address of the Committee iz 3rd
floor, Cuthbert's Wholesale Buildings,
Smal Street, Johannesburg,
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T'S difficult, to-day, lo remember ex-

actly how we felt on that day in 1945
when the Hussian and American forces
met on the Elbe, To-day, eight years
later, contact between  Hussia
American troopz iz a matter for alarm.
When we hear of any such contact, we
wonder anxiuu:ﬂ}r whether an incident
will take place. We prepare ourselves for
arguments and accusations, if nothing
worse,

Li["i

It was not always like that. In 1945,
the meeting of the allied armies was
such an occasion for joy as we had not
known for vears. Not only did it mark
an important practical step towards vie-
lory, but it had also a tremendous sym-
bolic zignificance. For four strenuwous
vears, the armiez of the Soviet Union
in the East and those of the other Allies
in the West, had [ought at opposite ends
of the Continent, linked only by their
devotion to a common cause. Now they
were actually fighting side by side. Now
the feelings ol comradeship which ex-
isted between these great armies had
found expression in the meeting of their
officers and men on the battlefield. Rus-
sian and American soldiers had shaken
hﬂ“dﬁ ill ':;‘l.'r“'lﬂll}"-. ]Ir“! Wi SAW il'l Ilh'i.l:'
handshake an augury, not only of the
swift defeat of the remnants of the fas-
cist coalition, but also of an era of peace
to come. Our slatesmen told us that that
was lhe meaning of the meeting on the
Elbe, and we could see no reason why
they should not be right.

To-day, acres of paper are devoled Lo
teling us why we were wrong. Again
and again we are informed that our
I'Il:ll}l'ﬁ of 1945 were empty and latuous,
if not slightly treasonous. In ever more
deafening tones we are invited to believe
that it would have been better had the
Americans on the Elbe in 1945 opened
fire on their allies instead of shaking
their hands.

Yet we do not believe it. We believed
what we did believe in 1945, not only
because it was what our leaders said, but
hecause it seemed to us o be right and
natural. All the hard experiences of the
war years, all the buming hopes and
ideals which we had learned to live for,
pointed to one conclusion — that peace

was within our graps. That conviction is with us
yet, when we can hear ourselves think above the din
of today’s propaganda. In our hearts we still be-
lieve that 1945 was the reality: what we are asked
to believe to-day has not the same ring of truth.

we are being sadly deceived today. Is it not worth
while to think back carefully for a moment and
decide where the truth lies?

One thing is certain: either 1945 was a lie or

f=_
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| ... FOR CO-EXISTENCE

RE&DEHS will recall the announcement in “Fighting Talk™ that an al-

tempt was being made by ex-service organisations lo re-enact the
meeting of allied troops on the banks of the ?‘Iiver Elbe in Germany on
April 25th, 1945. The suggestion was mooted originally by the Australian
Legion and taken up by Ee Springbok Legion in South Africa, the Ameri-
can Veterans for Peace and the British Ex-service Movement for Peace.

It was hoped that the United Nations would sponsor the ceremony
and that it would be attended by ex-service delegates from all the allied
countries. Unfortunately, UN. has no funds a\rnilugble for this specific pur-
pose, so that the project has had to be dropped for the time being.

Incidenlall}r, the Lﬂgiﬂn asked Dr. Malan, the Prime Minister, to
instruct the Union’s delegate at U.N. to support the proposal at the General
Assembly. The Prime Minister replied that he was unable to act on our
request!

In the meantime the Legion is planning to commemorate the meeting
of the Allies by holding a gathering in Johannesburg at the Darragh Hall
on Thursday, 23rd April. The purpose of the meeting is to stress the im-
mense benefits derived by mankind from the Unity between the Great
Powers, which brought about Victory and Peace in 1945, The inference to
be drawn is that a revival of that unity teday can bring nothing but bles-
sings o mankind.

Prominent ex-volunteers will address the meeting and there will be
i presentation of a stirring and moving radio play. We are Lrving to obtain
for screening a newsreel of the actual meeting of the allies in April eigh
years ago,

Make a note of the date and see that vour friends come along with
vou. In this manner, you, too, can express your desire [or peace throughout
the world and Viur belief that :.’u-nju:rulinn betwern the Great Powers
can avert the unimaginable disaster of a third world war.

THURSDAY: APRIL 23rd, at 8.15 p.m.
DARRAGH HALL, JOHANMNESBURG.

COMMEMORATION OF ALLIED MEETING ON THE ELBE. Ii

+ [W‘&Am +
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SERGEI PROKOFIEV ~*

ITH the death of Sergei Sergeyevich Prokofiev the world has lost one of its

mest impertant musical figures, Dying the day after his great leader, Stalin,
he left behind a legacy of compositions most of which are very little known
outside of his native U.5.5.R. He was born in 1891 in a little village in the Don-
bas and received his early musical education from his mother who'was an accom-
plished teacher and pianist. Even before he was sent to 5. Petersburg Conser-
vatory of Music at the age of |13 he had compesed a number of works — a
couple of operas, a violin sonata and some piano pieces. None of these is listed
in his catalogued works but many themes were later used in important com-

positions.

His teachers at 5t. Petersburg includ-
ed, Giliere, Lyadov, Ri.mak_v-l%mmkm'
and Glazunov, while among his fellow
pupils were Miaskovsky and Boris Asa-
vev, now hoth famous Soviet composers,

Until he left the Conservatory finally
in 1914 he was conlinually in conflict
with his teachers for his advanced ideas.
He regarded the followerz of Tchai-
kovsky and hiz school as “dreary pro-
fessionals™ and considered that only the
music of the West held any future for
him at the time. His compositions
shocked his teachers by their “harmonic
liberties and audacities™. He was, how-
ever, beginning to be regarded as a con-
cert pianist of the first order.

In the early days of the 1914-1918
war he came under the influence of Dia-
shilev and Stravinsky, He composed sev-
eral ballets for Diaghilev at different
times and later disagreed with Stravins-
ky about his music which he regarded
as “empty” and “pointless™.

ABROAD

After the 1917 Revolution, Prokofiev
left Hussia to go abroad asz he felt that
he could develop only by contact with
the West. Lunacharsky tried to dissuade
him without success. Except for short
visits to Russia on concert tours Proko-
fiev remained in voluntary exile until
1934. He had, however, always regarded
himself as a Soviet Citizen. After his
return he still went to America and
Western Europe on concert tours. When
the German invasion of the Soviet Union
in 1941 occurred. he concentrated on
composition and virtually gave up per-
forming,

Hiz works can be conveniently deall
with under three heads, (1) pre-exile,
(2) years of wandering and (3) Soviet
Composer,

Among the more important of his
compositions under (1) are his Classical
Symphony, First Violin concerto and the
Third Piano Concerto. The latter work
and several others written up to 1923,
although finished while he was abroad.
had been commenced while still in Rus-

sia. and fit therelore leﬂ!]l*T]}" inta the
[t calegory.
BALLET AND FILMS

After 1923 his work deteriorated, be-
came highly stylized and liféless al-
though his performing ability was ac-
claimed. Among the better known works
of this E-rindg are “L'Enfant Prodi-
gue”, a ballet composed for Diaghilev,
and “The Flaming Angel”. His first
work on his return to the Soviet Union
was the music for the film “Lieutenant
Kije". The anecdote about the licuten-
ant who existed only because of a mis-
tzke by a secretary offered great possi-
bilities for grotesque effects, but Proko-
fiev resisted temptation and gave in-
stead an almost realistic reproduction of
the epoch with gently ironic touches.
This music was later rewrilten as a sym-
phonic suite, (Op, 60),

He collaborated with Eisenstein in the
making of the films “Alexander Nevs-
ky"” and “Ivan the Terrible”, again later
rewriting the music for separate per-
formance. When war broke out in 1941,
he started work on hiz great opera,
“War and Peace”. He wrote numerous
]_:iecea- for children, for mass singing and
is Symphonies, Nos. 5 and 6.

CHARACTERISTICS

His early style is characterized by a
simple clarity in his basic chords com-
bined with extreme daring in his use of
incidental and transition chords, After
a modal extravaganza of impressionism
he demonstratively returns his hearerz to
more earthy, accustomed tonalities, He
was fond of ﬁlring[ng together long
chains of parallel or diverging chords
each more or less common but com-
bined in such a way as lo produce sound
e”m:lﬁ, pew and Elal‘t]ing (for exﬂ,mple
the finale of the March from the “Love
ﬂ_[ 1_hE Thrt'l'! {"I'H.ng'Eﬁ-“.'- HI"‘ “.‘H"J H.]l
these deliberate dissonances for descrip-
tive purposzes, while at the same time
having a lyricism which was at limes
fully pronounced and at others barely
discernible,

An appreciation by
JOHN BURNS

With maturity he modified his satire
and shocks and brought out fully the
lyricism which some “Lelt” composers.
such as: Stravinsky, had eriticised for
being present.

The significance of Prokoliev's work
will eventually be felt not only in the
Soviet Union but throughout the world.

Prokofiev was a “revolutionary™ in
his music but until about the time when
the US.5.R. was invaded by Germany
in 1941, he did not fully appreciate the
meaning of the Russian Revolution. He
saw only the tremendous results of the
Revolution around him. He did, how-
ever, realise soon after his return to
Russia in 1934 the duty of an artist to
the people, when he commented that
“The music of the West now repels me,
It strikes me as rather useless and is
tinged with an indifference that might
be called formalism”, He had a desire
to write for the “huge new contingents
of the public that now fill the concert
I'.I.ﬂ.ll.ﬂ,"

The way he did so can best be judged

by the sorrow of the Soviet people at
his death. .

TRIBUTE TO AN
ACTOR

Johannesburg Legionnaires will
remember Derrick Ferman, who
died so tragically last January, He
appeared in many of our playread-
ings and gave a fine parrnm“c&
as the Senator in the Johannesburg

roduction of "Deep are the
oots,”

The actors of Johannesburg are
staging a variety show in his me-

mory. The Committee responsible
for the show is made up of repre-
sentatives of the Reps, the Play-
makers and Mercury Players,.
and on the bill will be many of
Johannesburg's best-known en-
tertainers of radic and theatre
who have volunteered their ser-
vices. The Reps have donated their
theatre for +ﬂ night of Monday,
13th April. Among those takin

part are Johan Mel, Peter Merrill,
Olive King, Sidney Cherfas, Simon
Swindell, lan Messiter, Roscoe
Behrman, Bernie Singer, Red Levy,
Colin Romoff, and Basil Warner.
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U.S. VETS. FOR PEACE

THE Springﬁni Legion is in close touch with overseas ex-service organisations
which are in the struggle for Peace and Democracy. We print below ex-
tracts from a letter received from an American veterans' organisation for peace,

in the land of the free
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Dear Springbok Legion,

Thanks for your very fine leter. It
gave us a first-class boost, evoked the
same “warm feeling of comradeship”
you were nice enough to mention in
your letter. | agree with you that this
kind of correspondence can indeed
serve as mutual encouragement, and the
maore of your type of letter I read from

“peace vels” in other countries, the big-.

ger “bang” | get and the more | think
that this kind of lisison is one of our
best reasons-for-being — second, per-
haps, to doing all that's in us to curb
our madmen over here who toy with
split atoms.

Fact is, your letter was even.more ap-
preciated g;r virtue of the fact that it
arrived in a bundle which also included
the following from some unsigned sewer-
denizen on the lunatic fringes of Ameri-
can fascism: “You dirty sons of bit-
ches. Print this in your red rag: ‘We'll
hang you yet.” That's what he thinks.
Anyway, it's a sign of the times here of
the kind of hysteria being whipped up
the home of
the brave. We're gewting a lot of insight
these days into the whys and wherefores

of Germany 1933 and are getting to un-

""megwnzﬂ
COATS AND COSTUMES
SUPPORT

the

RED CROSS

AT
LEADING STORES.

derstand better what happened. The
parallel is striking. But be sure: if it's
within our power, the end will be dif-
ferent.

Growing numbers of Americans (not
nearly enough yet) are working fever-
ishly to close Jf gap bﬂt-:.'e;’ﬂ peo-

’s yearning for peace and its organ-
{::d g:pm,m. We'lll do what e can
and are tremendously encouraged by
goings-on in the rest of the world.

We agree that the ‘Meeting-on-the.
Elbe’ idea is too good to be dropped,
just because we got a cold shoulder from
those from whoem we could only have
expected it. Let us pick wp the idea
again.

I am enclosing the names and address-
es of veleran organisations in other
ﬁﬂi?ﬂ# who are m;'rm mmm}:md to m;}:;
ight for peace — Norway, France
(rermany. Come to think of i, we might
have the makings here of some first-
rate international liaison, maybe leading
to something more organisational.

Thanks for the greetings for our “El-
be” meeting. Let us know if you decide
to join the British lads and ourselves in
having a local commemoration.

And thanks, last, for calling our wee
little bfaur-pnge a “magazine”. What a
heartbreak every month — the stuff we
have to leave out!

Best to all there from all here.
Peace, :
PAUL HARTMAN.
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EDITOR

Sir,

The Native Commissioner has told
me that they are no more allowed lo
give oul exemption passes, because there
are new passes which have o be carried
by everybody.

Now, I would like to know from the

Legion whether such a thing is true or -

just merely a talking. Suppose you try
our native commissioner for me. Can’t
he hear your words more distinctly than
mine, who is a black person? The rea-
son why 1 appeal to you respectfully is
that for us Natives they don’t care
whatsoever, except just to say, “Loop,
Kallir, en wat dink ]i‘y?"

What do you think of such words?

In respect of the Springbok Legion
magazine, it has overmoved me, but |
am lacking in words to express my
heartfelt appreciation of its meaning lo
us all.

Yours ele.,
Northern Tranavaal.

Y.AS.

B. WOLPERT

(PTY.), LTD.
706/7 Bristol Buildings,
Cor. Marshall & McLaren Streets,
JOHANNESBURG.
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wtw REMEMBER ’'39 —'45

Presidential Address to the National War Memorial Health
Foundation by Dr. Henry Gluckman

“T[‘[IE is perhaps the lime when we
might ask ourselves if there
is still need for the work of the Founda-
tion, | maintain that the measure ol
need is the mounting expenditure on ill-
health and on the problems created by
disease, much of it preventable. What
has been happening in recent years? Ten
vears ago when we toured South Africa
as & National Health Serviee Commis-
sion the actual expenditure on Hospital
services was approximately two million
Enunds. To-day twenty milﬁml pounds is
eing spent at fime when the cost of liv-
ingria al its highest.
ake [or example luberculosis, a greal
national problem. We find that the Min-
istry of Health itsell has had to increase
its vote for tuberculosis services by no
less than a quarler of a million pounds
and ‘this does nol lake into account the
sums spent on the actual building of tu-
berculosis hospitals. Every thinking per-
son is agreed that it is utter folly to
continue spending millions of pounds on
hospitals to receive the results of the
[ailure to provide preventive health ser-
vices, What is the chain of control in
this matter of tuberculosis? First of all
you must tackle the basie causes: bad
housing, malnulrition, bad water sup-
E"l‘ﬁ and lack of recreation. Here you
ave the conditions which spread this
disease. The logical answer is to eoneen-
irate on all these things and to begin at
the beginning, This is where the ﬁenil]l
Foundation comes into the picture for
our work is precisely in that field of pro-
motive health. It is not spectacular. Tt
does not yield big dividends and no
public body is charged by law to concern
themselves, with the problems and 1ask
in this great field of service.

T
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The next step in the chain of control
is early diagnosis. If you can find the
sufferer at the very earliest stage of his
disease you have a great chance of cur-
ing him. In the problem of how Lo [ind
our cases.early we pinned our hope on
the Heahh Centres, staffed by teams ol
doctors and nurses trained in the early
diagnosis of disease and thus equipped
to obviate the spending of these astro-
nomical sums on hospitals, That was our

reat dream, We hoped to have filty

entres bt for [inancial reasons only
thirty were established. At that time it
was nol appreciated but it is neverthe-
less true to say that by spending one-
tenth of what is now being spent on hos-
pitals we were able to observe with pro-
found satisfaction a great fall in the
morbidity and mu:rlnlgit}r in the areas
where they had been established. It was
hoped that the Foundation would work
in close co-operation with Health Cen-
tres providing as they do periodical
medical examinations. The Foundation
would have concentrated on the promo-
live field.

_ The public of South Africa must rea-
lise firmly that if we are ever to con-
trol tuberculosis we must provide for
early and accurale diagnosis, for the
isolation of those infected, for their re-
habilitation and above all for health pro-
molive services.

The Foundation continues to concen.
trate in the [lield of health promotion
and there is a great urgent national
need for our work. It is not the drama-
tie: npimnl ol big hospitals nor the ‘scare’
appeal of dangerous diseases. We have
to eonvince the public of the value of an
idea from which dividends cannot come
g0 quickly. But ultimately I am abso-
lutely convinced that South Africa will
be happier and healthier for the efforts
we are making.

We have already established some
twenly-eight services comprising nine
Communily Centres, seven nutrition
schemes, three Play Grounds, two Holi-
day Camps, three Soup Kitchens and
four Nursery Schools. Our poliey of
Iraining students of all races to serve
in the fields of promative health conti-
nues, We may elaim in all modesty that
slowly but surely projects are beginning
lo appear which represent the attempt
the Foundation is making to fulfil the
intention of our founders,”
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