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A TRULY NATIONAIL

FRGM the Queenstown Conference of the African Mational

Congress has come a stirring call to the ordinary South
African man and woman of every race — a call to break
through the lull which has gripped the democratic opposi-
tion since the ending of the DBEanca Campaign. It is a call
for an Assembly of the People — all the Eunp?a — where a
Freedom Charter can be drafter and proclaimed.

The outline shape of the People's Assembly is still
vague, still waiting to be detailed in at a joint meeting of
the African Mational Congress, the South African Indian
Congress and the Congress of Democrats, together with
any other democratic bodies who are willing to participate,
But already there is this: the Assembly is to be composed
of representatives of the people chosen by free and equal
vote; the Assembly is to be open to men and women from
town and wunh'{. from all occupations and all races on a
basis of full equality; the Freedom Charter is to be a living

Where tradition prohibits the meeting of black men
and white save on the basis of master and servant, the As-
sembly brings them together as community leaders and
spokesmen.,

It is events such as these that make history.

If the Assembly succeeds, as it should succeed, in be-
coming the most widely representative gathering ever held
in South Africa, it will be a landmark in the history of strug-

le for human rights, It will mark the turning point at which
iqha once small, cutcast band of staunch, anti-racialist South
African democrats of all colours emerge as the spearhead
of the overwhelming majerity of the pepulation It will mark
the first clearly and formally expressed creed of democratic
belief which the majority of South Africans teday counter
te the bitter, racialist and repressive idaology of South
African fascism and its Nationalist exponents.
From such beginnings, there can be no turning back

ing near?

“What is this, the sound and rumour?

What is this that all men hear?

Like the rrjuiﬂ:g on {Jf ocean on the eventide ﬁf fPﬂr?
Like the wind in hollow valleys when the storm is draw-

'TIS THE PEOPLE, MARCHING ONT

expression of the people's aspirations and desires as de-
bated, voted on and crystallised in the course of the nation-
wide campaign for election of representatives.

The Assembly will cut like a knife across the three-hun-
dred year tradition of South African history. Born of the
new strength, maturity and confidence of the C{mgrl:s
movement, it will proclaim to the werld and South Africa
that the traditional racial exclusiveness of South African
affairs is being challenged and approaches its end; that the
universal ideas of brotherhood, equality and co-operation
of races has flowered in the bitter, hestile South African
soil, and now represents the main stream of our people's
consciousness,

Where tradition reserves the right to vote to an all-
white minority, the Assembly opens that right to all whe
wish to exercise it.

Where tradition strengthens and bolsters the inequality
of citizens, the Assembly proclaims the equal stature and
importance of everyone,

for the rising democratic cause, no Frﬂtp&ﬂh before us but
victory and freedom, in our own litetime. If the Assembly
succeeds . . ..

And succeed it must, and will. To this end, every effort
of which lovers of i and South African patricts are
capable must be turned. |t must and will succeed if the of-
fort is made to rouse the hearty and ready response to the
call which can be evoked from every corner of the country,
from every rural district and urban suburb., To this end,
Fighting ?ﬂlk will, during the coming months, devete its
energies. This is our New Year pledqge, as it should be of
every true democrat, from whatever racial group he comes.

On behalf of the Editorial Board of Fighting Talk, we
offer the hand of full and unstinting co-operation to the Af-
rican Mational Congress in the great crusade they have
initiated to summon the first, truly national Assembly of
the South African People.

THE EDITORS.
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WHAT PRICE THE UNITED PARTY?

THE fact must be recognised that the U.P.'s future is not very promising. lis
chances of survival as a big party are slight.

It has compromised on its principles so often that today no one knows what it
stands for or what it will put in the place of apartheid if it is ever returned to
power, It is constantly adjusting its policy to be more in tune with apartheid, and
with every successive "sellout" its supporters lose a little more of their remaining
enthusiasm and the general morale of the party declines further. This has gone on
for so long that the end is now in sight. The U.P. has started actively disintegrating.

There is even more to it than this.
The UPs attitude to the Malan Gov-
ernment is not simply a passive one of
evading action: It has its positive side
— coalition-mongering. The revolt of
the rebels was a definite attempt to
strike a deal with the Nationalists, They
have been defeated, but that iz not the
end of the sffair by any means. They
have a eofsiderable number of sup-

rters who are still respected and ac-
credited members of the Parliamentary
caucus and who are hankering after
some form of “re-alignment”™ of political
forces. It would be foolish to imagine
that the rebellions within the United
Party are over. They have just begun.

The Uniteds Party imagines that all
the compromises and “sell-outs™ are not
noticed by its supporters, or that if
they are noticed no one really objects
to them. The United Purl}' Inador-ship
is convinced that its followers will stay
behind the party whatever happens —
whatever compromises are made. This
is an incorrect view. The U.P. electorate
are dizillusioned and disheartened. The
extent of their dissatisfaction with the
Strauss leadership is known to anyone
who has made it his business to make
a few inquiries among the ordinary
citizens. The blunt truth is that the
United Party is already much weaker
than it was during the election in April,
The Liberal and Federal parties have
drawn off a small number of its fol.
lowers, but a much bigger number are
lapsing back into the political apathy
that was so prevalent before the 1948
election. If Mr. Strauss thinks that
the U.P. voters are still standing behind
him, he is mistaken. The U.P, is in the
process of breaking up. The day of
reckoning has at EIn!sJ: arrived. The
Nationalists are succeeding in their aim
of destroying the United Party,

PUTTING IT OFF

Because the UP. is a big White
party. and therefore a slight curb on
the Nationalists — who after all are

dependent on White votes — a number
of democratically-minded South Afri.
cans have prayed for the econtinued
existence of the party. They have
accepted the wholesale abandonment of
principles, although it left a bitter taste
in their mouths. They have been wait-
ing patiently for the UP. to make a
stand; and every time the UP. fails
them, they hope that tomorrow it will
justify their hopes. But tomorrow
never comes. And now these people,
the real backbone of the United Party,
the section that has given it its stamina
and will to oppose, are throwing up
their hands in despair and looking
around for something else. One by
one, they are writing off the UP, az a
dead loss,

An important test faces the United
Party as soon as the next Parliamentary
session begins: the Coloured vote. At
the moment, the U.P. seems determined
to vote against the removal of the Col-
oureds from the common roll, but it
will undoubtedly face a revolt among
these of its members who believe that
the Government should now be sup-
ported on this issue. What the outcome
will be no one knows — but if there is
going to be a fierce clash, it is almost
certain that the TL.P. will waver at some

r!:lge or other. It simply has no guts
eft.

CLEARAMNCE SALE

It is comparatively easv for the U.P,
toe make a stand on the Coloured vote,
because it has developed into a major
issue with a considerable part of the
White population strongly in support
of the U.P.’s case. But what about all
the other measures that will be brought
forward by the Nationalists during the
next Parliamentary session? Is the
U.P. going to repeat itz behaviour of
the session and capitulate on one
BJI! after another? One would like to
believe that the U.P. is really going to
oppose the Nationalists, but its whole
sorry record gives one no grounds

by a Special Correspondent

whatever for holding this belief. All
the signs are that the U.P. is going to
continue selling out.

The essence of the trouble is that the
U.P. is nol pre to put forward
a policy which is markedly different
from apartheid. Firstly, it fears that
it will not get ﬂmus'h Eﬂlit: votés for
such a policy; secondly, a positive alter-
native to apartheid means granting cer-
tain minimum rights to the non-Whites,
The UP. is not prepared to do this.
For more than five years, the U.P, has
formed part of the general anti-Nat.
front — so much so, that a myth has
been created, the myth that the U.P.,
fundamentally, is a progressive party,
a party which is really liberal but
which conceals its liberalism in order to
capture the votes of near-Nats. Nothing
could be further from the truth. The
UL.P. is not a progressive party. It is a
party of big business, with all the aims
and objects that usually go with big
business. It has much more in common
with apartheid than with the cause of
the workers or the non-Whites. Its dis-
pule with the Nationalists iz owver
methods: It objects to the Nationalists
being so exclusive — it wants to join
them and take in the general ex-
ploitation of the workers of South
Africa.

This, of courze, refers 1o all the U.P.
su]xorters, who have stood by through
thick and thin in the struggle against
the Nats. They have been disillusioned:
it was inevitable, Now they must look
elsewhere,

JUMBLE WANTED

Johannesburg members who can
collect Jumble should contact the
Office (33-0975) to arrange for

its collection.
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BOOK REVIEW:

The Rosenberg Letters

THE ROSENBERG LETTERS,

published by Dennis Dobson, London, obtainable

Pickwick Bookshop, 45, Kerk Street, Johannesburg. Ethel and Julius Rosenbe
were ordinary people. History, in the shape of the current American hrlhri:rj

fear of the working classes, has ensured for these two
, for it was for the betterment

in mankind's memory

that this loving

husband and wife made the supreme sacrifice.

The Rosenbergs were arrested and
accused of espionage in 1950. They
protested their innocence throughout
the case, but were finally executed in
1953, The volume under review con-
sists of a wide selection of the letters
that the couple wrote to each other
during the three years of their mep‘rllﬂ-ll
ment. In addiiton there are a few let-
ters written to their friend and lawyer,
Emanuel Bloch. The letters have been

ublished to establish a fund for the two

osenberg children,

The letters are beautiful for three
main reasons. They record an unsur-
passable faith in human worth: they
enshrine in all its beauty the love of a
man for a woman and the love of a
woman for a man: they are written in
language which by reason of its sim-
plicity is exalted.

The Rosenbergs had a t]julitical creed
which was that their own lives had value
and purpose so long as their lives were
devoted to the cause of human pru:lg:ﬂl
They lived and worked consciously for
the day, when there shall be for all
mankind, ‘Peace, bread and roses’. As
Julius remarks, “The real beauty of the
good life is participating in the forward
movement of h.umml.itjg. How simple
a creed, how profound. How glaringly
it exposes the anti-humanitarianism of
all governments and all individuals who
place sectional interests above the in-
terests of ind. What ‘;ﬁhlbuuu
and ennobling faith such a places
in the men and women of the world.
How gloriously, at the same time, it pro-

claims the integrity, the intelligence and -

self-respect of the holders. There is no
room for hate and strife and humilia-
tion, only the building of ‘a monument
to love and joy, to human worth.’

The Rosenbergs had so deep a love
of life, their own and the lives of earth’s
millions, that they had to accept death
rather than betray that love,

It is a peculiar experience, the read-

ing of these letters. The reader iz al-
most embarrassed to find himself read.
ing correspondence that was never
intended for public perusal. Soon, how-
ever, we cannot help participating in the
rare and beautiful love that existed
between this husband and wife, These
cries between two divided vet united
hearts leave one humble n.m{ admirin
before the enveloping, passionate, adult
love that lived in these two human
beings. In a world of tawdry mar-
riages and tawdrier linisons, the Rosen.

have purified the ideal of mar.
ried love. letters will last for all
time as great love letters,

The style of the writers is not quot-
able, lnltﬁiilnmy word, so direct and
concise language. Simple words
acquire a richer meaning in the con-
text of these letters,

At random I open the book and read:
Julie Darling.

The concerned tears rose at once
as 1 read your letter. I am constantl
tossed upon a sea of righteous wrm]:
for all tﬁt: pettiness and indignity that
hems us in. Sweetheart, [ draw you
close into loving arms and warm you
with my warmth. [ feel so inadequate
in the sight of your need, yet I long to
believe 1 have had some small some-
thing to do with the extraordinary
stability you have been exhibiting,

Ever your wife,
ETHEL.

While reading these letters one aches
with a poignancy which at times finds

ief in tears. The limitless concern
and compassion of these parents for
their two boys grips the emotions pain-
fully: Julie's ten towards his
Mother: their love and admiration for
Manny Bloch: their faith in the con-
sciences of the people of the earth —

a permanent place
|-|'|||'|Ei|'|=lll:l

all weave into the letters an emotional
quality that *is intensely moving,

One cannot read these letters with-
out hating with a bitter, bitter hatred
the individuals in the United States who
brought about the electrocution: a re-
bellions hatred of the system which
could demand, grant and condone the
barbaric treatment handed to the Rosen-
bergs. One cannot help being con-
vinced of the innocence of these people
and being shamed that one did not do
more to try and avert their fate.

It is interesting and alarming to rea-
lise from the letters that the Hnunbe[ﬁ-u
were tried once and once only. All the
numerous & were excursions into
legal academics. Never after the first
trial was evidence led either for or
against them. No opportunity was
given to expose the contradictions in the
prosecution’s case, nor to rebut false
evidence. The first verdict was given
in an atmosphere calculated to inﬁlum!
the jury against the accused and yet
never again was there an uppurtumliy
to test validity of the verdiet. It
revolts the reader to see how stubbornly
and specipusly every appeal was turned
down. One wonders whether Eisen-
hower can ever sleep easily again,

The reader takes note, too, of the
revealing and shameful attempt on the
E::t of the American government to

gain with these two in the con-
demned cell. “Somethin; an be worked
out, if you will agree to co-operate,”
they were told. Ethel Rosenberg re-
plied in immortal words, ‘Suffice it to
say that my husband and I shall die
innocent before we lower ourselves to
live guilty. Nobody can dictate terms
to the Ro who follow only the
dictates of heart and soul, truth and
conscience and the God-blassed love we
bear our fellows’.
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WORLD PEACE

THE PRESIDENT SPEAKS

l SHOULD first of all like to bring the greetings of the Werld Council of Peace

to your National Council.

It is universally recognised that the French Movement has played a vitally
important role in the great campaign which we have been conducting ever since
Peace was threatened anew. | cannot think of this period of keen and difficult
struggle without recalling our friend, Yves Farge, who gave so much to his country
and to Peace. He will always be an example and a symbol for every one of us.

The work of this National Council
is fully in keeping with the importamt
resolutions of the Budapest session of
the World Council and of the Vienna

meeting of its Bureau last month,

As President of the World Council, [
can assure you that the activities of the
French Movement are closely followed
by all who are fighting for Peace
throughout the world; its difficulties
and its successes are shared by all and
niuch is expected from the campaign
of action which you have just decided
to undertake at this National Council.

Importance is attached to the action
of the French people, not simply be-
cause of the great things they have done
in the past, but also because they can
play a decisive role for Peace in the
present situation. France can either
pursue or bring to an end the war in
Viet Nam, adopt or reject the Bonn
Agreement and the Paris Treaty, The
mere mention of these possibilities gives
the measure of France's responsibility.

BLOOD-5PILLERS

It depends upon France to put an
end tapﬂlhe w??n?'[esalr slau Ilt-:!: and
destruction in Indochina, There are
some who dare lo invoke the prestige,
the “world vocation,” the civilising mis-
sion of France as an excuse for con-
tinuing this war. To support these
pretensions, the zame pen-p?r gpill not
only French blood, but also send batal-
lions of Moroccans, Algerians and Sene-

galese against the people of Indochina.

In reality, it is in obedience to the
orders of those with a vested interest
in a “erusading” war that the blood
continues to flow and the rubble to pile
up. In the meantime the profiteers
continue to amass their gains, And they
dare to speak of the prestige of France!
It is we who are more concerned with
the prestige and interests of France than
anyone else; that is why we demand an
end to this war.

A danger with which we French

This is a speech
delivered by
Profesor F, Joliot-Curie
President of the World
Peace Counci!, to the
National Council of the

French Peace Movement

October 3rd, 1953

people are well acquainted is loomin
up again in the centre of Europe — %
speak of German militarism. All the
repeated assertions about the defensive
character of the coalition in which they
want Federal Germany to take part, are
reduced to nought by the fact that her
present masters, supported and encour-
aged by the U.S. Government, have
already advanced territorial claims.
Yet it must not be forgotten that any
re-armament of Germany, whatever its
form, depends upon the prior agree-
ment of France. The French people,
conscious of the danger, must have a
word to say in thiz matter.

Let them not tell us that this re-
armament will be carried out whether
we like it or not, and that it is better
to choose the least dangerous form,
namely, the European Defence Com-
munity. I repeat, any re-armament of
Germany depends upon the agreement
of our country.

FRANCE LIVES

Circumstances, recent history and the
treaties in force have given France the
power to strike a decisive blow to halt
the onrush to war. There is no excuse
for her not doing so, least of all the
idea of alleged impotence which they
try to make the French people accept.

Who among us does not feel angered
by the assertion that our country is too
old, too exhausted and lacking in re-
sources and men, any longer lo play
in international affairs the role she
played in the past? It would be easy
for me to quote from our history char-
acteristic examples of our country’s con-
tribution to civilisation. But perhaps
I would be told that these were examples
taken from a past that is dead and gone.

Was the united uprising of the French
people against foreign ocecupation an
event of the distamt past?

It was only yesterday that our coun-
try made a rapid recovery after the
liberation of its territory, The fact that
for six years every effort has been made
to break the unity of the French people,
does not entitle anyone to speak of the
demise or the impotence of France.
Those who speak in this way, have no
confidence in the people. To preserve
their power and privilege they attack
the liberties and surrender the inde-
pendence of their country,

The real truth is that the French
people, forty million strong, live in a
rich country favoured by an ideal cli-
mate. They know well how to cultivate
the soil, harness nature. create indus-
tries, enrich human knowledge and ere-
ate beauty.

The real truth is that our working
people, our farm workers and our in-
tellectuals are hig‘hl'_r skilled and when
they can work for Peace and for the
happiness of all. and not merely to en-
rich a few profiteers and prepare for
war, they will regain that enthusiasm
for ereation which makes a nation happy
and useful in the world,

Thoze who are forever preaching
resignation and who attempt to bring us
into subjection, are either feebleminded
enough to believe that all French people
are like them, or they are traitors to

their motherland.

We must fight them with all our
strength and restore confidence to those
who have allowed themselves to become
indifferent or sceptical,

At the prezent time, it is within the
power of the French people to change
the course of events in favour of Peace.
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And this is understood in all countries.
The campaign which you are under-
taking will be followed throughout the
wnrltf with interest and hope. We al-
ready have the proof of this in the mes-
sages received by the Secretariat of the

orld Copncil as well as by the Franch
Movement itself.

Should we not also see a proof of the
importance of the role of France in the
considerable volume of war propaganda
directed at our country and in the pres-
sure being put on our Government from
abroad to force it to take a course con-
trary to the interests of our country and
one which is often dishonourable?
Would those who endeavour to use
France to split the world into two hostile
blocs and who are preparing to involve
her deeply in their war, make so many
efforts and go to so much expense if
they did not feel that the agreement of
France is essential to the realisation of
their aims? The action which we must
undertake in order to bring these plans
to a dead halt in the coming months
must be in line with France's poten-
tialities — and we know these to be
very greal — and also commensurate
with the dangers threatening our coun-
try and the whole of humanity. Thesc
are, indeed, terrible. It is high time to

revent our country from being em-

iled in acts of war and aggressive
coalition.

The people of France must have a
healthy reaction to all this and become
an insurmountable obstacle to the war
which threatens. Be confident, we are
not alone — the peoples of all countries,
whether in the USSR, the USA, aly.
MNorth Africa, Latin America or Scan-
dinavia, expect much from the French
people and are putting their confidence

in us.

It is after having thought at length
and in weighing my words, that | speak
of a terrible danger. All of us here
have still fresh in our minds the havoc
wrought by the last war, the bombing
of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, towns and
their inhabitants burned by napalm in
Korea and Indochina, the experiments
of biological warfare in Korea, China
and in Malaya.

Believe me, I assure you that the
atomic and hydrogen bombs which have

been perfected and produced for some
years, represent a considerably higher
ower of destruction. [ would like to
Ee able to berak down the attitude of
unbelief or resignatnon; unbelief which
is no doubt due to a lack of real in-
formation, resignation which may be
due to having become somehow used to

horror.

PEACE IN OUR HANDS

If a new world war were to break
out, France would be strategically the
best target for these new devices. The
result would be purely and simply death
for the great majority of us — and by
greal majority is meant at least half
of our population — and dire poverty
for the horribly mutilated survivors, in
a country without cities, without fac.
tories and without resources.

With hydrogen bombs, the power of
which can be increased to a diabolical
degree, it can even be foreseen that their
explosion would risk making all life
on our globe impossible.

This iz what is meant when we talk
of world war today. How can one re-
main indifferent to such dangers? The
normal instinct of self-preservation alone
should unite all human beings in an
even more urgent demand for the pro-
hibition of these monstrous weapons.

It is the grave duty of scientishs to
inform the public about these immense
dangers. It is their duty to be in the
front ranks of those who are deter-
mined to rid the world of them for
ever. Scientists knew all that science
has already done for the good of man-
kind; they also know what it could do
in the future of mankind in a world re-
stored to Peace. They no lenger want
it to be said: “Science is leading us to
destruction by the atomic and H-
bombs."

They know that science cannot be
blamed . . . The guilt lies with certain
men who make evil use of its results.
If the scientists stand aloof will
become their accomplices: But this they
refuse to do.

I ask you, on their behalf, to give
us back the joy of being able to bring
to the world, the inestimable blessings
which science can bestow, the joy of
ultimately being able to work without
fear, and with a clear conscience.

THIS
APARTHEID
ANIMAL

* *

TO AYOID CANCER

Dr. J. H. 0. Du Plessis: When we
plead for separate amenities for the
non-Europeans we do not mean a policy
of oppression. We simply mean the
development of the non-European with-
in their own sphere so that in that
sphere and with those amenities at their

isposal they will be enabled to reach
the highest development in their own

here and among their own people.
%Put that hon. member who is a cham-
pion of the old Cape Liberal tradition
{Mrs. Ballinger) wants the non-Eure-
peans to remain a shapeless growth on
the European structure. They must re-
main a shapeless growth clinging to the
Europeans where it will always gnaw
like a cancerous tumour tormenting the
whole community, while our policy is
that we want the Non-Europeans lo
develop within their own sphere and
with their facilities at their disposal so
that in their own sphere they can rise
to the same heights as the Europeans.

Hansard, September 1953,

TO PROYIDE SERVANTS

Mr. J. H. Visse, Mayor of Pretoria
and Nationalist candidate for Pretoria
City has shed some light on the mean-
ing of total apartheid. He told a meet-
ing that total apartheid was the accepted
policy of the Nationalist Party. is
did not mean, however, total territorial
separation of the races. It meant total
separation of the aces in the domestic,
industrial, social and residential spheres.
‘We shall never send our domestic ser-
vants to the reserves. But they will not
eat at the same table as we do’.”

News item, 11/3,/1953.

TO SAYE MOMEY
“The fact that Natives were allowed

to drive scrapers on farm roads did not
mean that the Provincial Administra-
tion was departing from its apartheid
principles, Mr. J. % du Plessis, MLE.C,
said when opening the annual congress
of the Free State Hoad Workers' Union
in Bloemfontein. This was merely a
temporary measure to combat the high
expendilure on salaries in proportion to
other aspects of road building.”

News item, 1/8/53.
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THE ORIGIN OF THE EARTH

E hist
forw

by URANIUS

of civilization can be fraced in outline through the hypotheses put
to account for the origin of the world.

However details may differ all the theories followed one of two lines ,either that

the earth was created by an external power or that it evolved according

tific laws.

The B‘:I:utln:-llm:“:II account was ummnllrl 3
comparatively recent
The reader will be interested to
that John Locke who lived from
to 1704 then accepted 5639 as
the number -of years since the
beginning of the world.
There are numerous stories, from
tribal urlholo?' all over the world, of
ion of the earth by a super-
natural power or powers. can
mention a few only, of the beri-
tage of so-called “Western Civilization.”
GEMNESIS

to the Babylonians, Mar-
duk (god of the Sun) slew Tiamat (a
female monster symbolising chaos and
the dark waters) and created the world
out of her body. They also believed in
an of innocence when man lived on
e Bxtis rad o fatkond
. But this was

and he drowned the whole of mankind
except one. The stories of the delu
described in tablets found st Nineve
are y similar to the stories in
the Book of Genesis.

The Greek philosophers of Iomia in
the 5th and Centuries B.C. tried to

avoid ical or supernatural explana-
tions :ﬂv a naturalistic kind

ni:ﬁ:hﬁun. of the most famous
of Anaxagoras, was charged with
treason for having disregarded the
superstitious notions of the times and
was benished for life. He held that
the world started with a rotary move-
ment of cosmic matter in the course
of which the dense, moist, dark, cold
and heavy things collected in the centre
and formed the earth. Later on the
violent whirling tore off rocks from the
earth which became stars,

MYSTIQUE
Pythagoras, Socrates and Plato of

Aceordin

to scien-

Athens in the 3rd and 4th Centuries

B.C. re-introduced mysticism into philo-

mﬁ:nd religion inot astronomy.
Wrola:

e e e
was set t, rat ying
out by figure and number the
of fire and water and earth and air,
which heretofore, though some
vestiges of their ]
r in such a state as might be
ex when God is absent.

That he shaped them to be, as they
had not been wholly beauteous
and good, so far as might be, we must

assume throughout.”

The decline of Greek Science is only
one aspect of the decline of Greek
Society.

Until Copernicus in the Middle Ages
the “Almagest” of Ptolemy was the last
word in Astronomy. Ptolemy lived in
Alexandria in the second A.D.
and he regarded the earth as the centre
of the Universe around which sun, moon
and the heavens turned in 24 hours.

In 1543 the long reign of the Ptole.
maic system was delfl icus
offered a =i for the
movements of the heavenly bodies by
placing the sun at the centre instead
of the earth. He concluded, too, that
there must be a vast space between the
earth nll:g]rlht -"?Atnnd L Eh:tﬂ was
particu annoye use Was
now no “abode for the blessed." Coper-

nicus's work was declared heretical and

remained on the Papal Index until 1835.

SCIEMCE RISES
It was not until after the second half

of the 18th Century that the belief in

w::l Creation began to retreat
e The B doiieal theoes
W, L irst

on the origin of the solar system was
&uﬂahuhrml?'yodnh of Kant the
philosopher Laplace the mathema-
tician, Acwrd.m.i' to Laplace lrmhn;ug
nebula of gas which extended bey
the regions of our cooled and
contracted. As it so it left rings

structure, were alto-

of material which condensed into planets
and the satellites and finally contracted
to form the sun. This scheme has been

for many reasons. In the
first place mo attempt was made to

explain why the mass began to rotate.
Thlﬂ Hahr:chcl'l i mﬂmthe
planet Uranus and a of satel-

ﬁﬁmhhmmﬁmﬁqm

first
8 d according to national
laws.

IN THEIR COURSES

In 1916 Sir James Jeans put for:
ward the h that gigantic tidal
waves had wh:.:hm unﬁthn sun by a
passing star which tore off great quan-
tities of matter, sent them spiralling in-
to space to condense into our
or into smaller fragments
swept up by larger fragments to form
the planets.

Other astronomers have suggested an
actual collision between two stars lead-
ing to the phenomena of a filament of
gas which cooled into our solar system.

The objections to the “encounter”
thmnummunmtb-th&po
thesis can no longer be sustained today.
It has been calculated that portions of
Jean's “Cigar” could not possibly have
rotated at a distance as
earth is frun:.r.heluntu-r

¥

(Continued on column 3 of next page)
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RADIO

THE GIGANTIC JUKE-BOX

IN the good old days, before Springbok Radio, | used to spend many ha
l:l'iﬁﬁililm.in the minutest detail the various

to us by S.A.B.C.
least the programmes

and invented the wireless.

The function of Radio would seem
to me to be largely the same as any
other entertainment medium — to pro-
vide the public with the best it has to
offer but at the same time to maintain
a sense of responsibility to its listeners
by giving them a cultural lead, however
slender. It should set a certain stan-
dard in music for example, whether it
be Beethoven or Irving Berlin. It
should not be, as Springbok Radio has
become, a gigantic juke-box in which
the same oly number is churned
out to the accompaniment of the same

plea for the same headache powder.

FOR CRYING OUT ...

Let me be quite fair. I dont mind
the sponsor advertising his wares during
his particular quarter-hour; for the

rice he is paying he is entitled to it
fryl.llmuna. ut for the love of Mike,
let him use a little finesse! Must we
always have Coca-Cola with our Ibsen?
Can't we listen lo Hennjr Goodman
without & helping of so-and-so’s extract
of lettuce?

Of course, we're seldom lucky enough
to get Ibsen or Benny Goodman. More
often it's that delight of shaving cream
manufacturers, the Radio iller —
that awful mishmush that is calculated,
as the announcer enthusiastically pro-
mises us, to “keep you glued to your
set.” If it does to me it is because I'm
far too demoralised by the time the play
is five minutes old to switch it off.

For instance, there is a series of
what must be locally-written plays called
“A Journey into Fear." Ewvery single
play in this series is almost exactly the
same from beginning to end. The same
plot, the same dialogue and what is
even worse, the same actors. [ have an
idea that the male and female leads
are played Bruce Anderson and
Marjorie Gordon but I may be doing
them an injustice.

YOICE OF HYSTERIA
There is however, a more serious

hours

ished out

ammes that wera

God! | didn't realise how well off we were then. At
some sort of balance, as the "A"
maintain hﬂa. but that part of the Air that belongs to Private
badly shake Marconi or Popov or whoever it was w

ramme fries to
terprise would
discovered high frequency

aspect to Springbok Radio. Recently,
sponsors have taken to giving com-
mentaries on world BIIIE:;I:: fin a deuin;r:
perhaps, to appear tuous an
more original l:ﬁl.n their contemporaries,
Unfortunately the same juke-box stan-
dards are applied here as in the Jess
formal programmes. [ can imagine the
Radio Emﬁl:tiﬂn Companies saying to
their sponsors: “Since it's popular to
be anti-Soviet in your discussions on
World Affairs, let us be more anti-

Soviet than anybody else . . " With
what results?

Well, the other night I had the mis-
fortune to tune in to such a programme
written and presented by someone called
Gillam Hopper. Apart from being naive
and self-contradictory o an astonish-
ing degree, it was so crudely slanderous
that 1 thought I was listening to the
gravel-throated Voice of America. Here
are some of the points the “commen-
tator” made:—

The pro-Soviet lsraeli Government is
trying to start a war with Egypt — the
Independence movements among the
Arab nations are largely communist-
inspired — China is ready to attack
the West — Russia is about to launch
a major war — but (a few seconds
later) America has given her blessing
to Chiang Kai-Shek's imminent invasion
of the Cﬁjnm mainland — the Armis-
tice in Korea was a grave blunder —
and similar rubbish,

Is this what we pay our Radio
Licence fees for? To be drawn into

war hysteria with the official blessing
of the SAB.C.? 1 wonder how long
it will be before we a-tlll:'l atlmpeiﬂing
from an imaginary Invasion {rom
Mars? Bing Crosby's singing of
“Home Cooking” is almost a relief
after that.

| know what my readers are saying
to themselves right now. “If this bloke
i+ griping so much about the "C" pro-
gramme why does he listen to it7" Let
me assure you all; | don't — not any
more!

THE ORIGIN OF THE EARTH
(Continusd from previous pags)

These tremendously hot gases would
expand and escape except for the enor-
mous pressure of the overlying layers,
which are forced down by the Sun’s
reat Surface gravity. A tidal or col-
isional ejection, however, would remove
the pressure and enable the gasses to
cxpand immediately, and the ejection
would occur at velocities of hundreds
of miles per second. Within a few
minules of their release, the gases would
literally explode, long before they could
cool. Hence planets cannot be formed
directly out of matter that is removed
catastrophically from the sun.”

A number of scientists have begun
to talk about the impossibility of our
ever acquiring any scientific knowledge
of the origin of the earth. Smart main-
tains that the solution of the problem
lies outside the limits of science. Hoyle
suggests the creation of matter from
nothing. This return to mysticism and
religion is symptomatic of the decay of
science in capitalist society.

4 ZWJAM 4



dssaary, 1984,

Rt fals

T | mmE. Boof L § HIEHE
i Bl Ea s o A
95z m Rl CM i mh.um Ayl i
st B e RN )
G
m.m. L__.m.m..wlmm e mhm. it n.m nmm-
i i TR
; ! .-d H EYF m |M
i mﬂmw_, ! mh.ww i m_mmﬁm m
il e,
b = St SU I
Q< Z|ef _.Mw%&ﬁ il ikt
S o |§ 2 i o
o= AR HE S LR B
D s N T w HEEER hnu-.,._m 445 4k wu“
L e R TR RHL
== 8%, o i, m.mh I
O © O |&E iy :lhnal fiffis
o= O F i i i il ._.mw;__tw
w =t o T. Hinj it
B ol 7 M_w.u#._ il m
W 2% 3 [1E3 ___rh .u...-._..mn.um m
= ; M I M_.,__T“m:;.
2 S i il “.__m "
Moo= i mw .ww m jifz m 't
o = Ew E e Bl i o i
Ssi bl fh ane ded
OEG mafibl g h S
= mmﬁ_ mu mm,n. sfi um.m
E oz _wﬂ i mm_ﬁm._ Ww?mw
MHITHINT MU I 1t
5 £ mj Bl i e By,
B mmh Jm_ﬁ_mm u:..*__ hﬁ:mﬂmm




_ AGHTING TALK January, 1964,
“OFF WITH THEIR HEADS!” %2 =
“The Q Queen had only one way of seding all dificuldes great o small the Rebbie uah“j.,l:;“;m.

with his headl" she said, without looking round.
rﬂmmmw mﬁ“&h‘w and he hurried off.”

N his early it is recorded,
an actor.

after a short experience of hinrl'li.drio-
nics, that the film i could sur-
vive without him; it is taking South
Africans a long time to make the same
discovery for themselves.

But down the years, of the
Hollywood background remains. Not
R s

rigid ‘type- w
dogged his political career as Captain
Bligh of the Bounty has dogged Charles
Laughton's acting career.

History fails to record the exact oc-
muﬁmnn th:hﬂ{ﬁ'lﬂr ‘Swart dmdﬂn:l Iﬂe
was (Jueen earts type. Dy the
time he became a cabinet minister, long
and arduous study and rehearsal had
moulded him ﬁrmlymdtemﬂh:nw

plays naturally an has only
one way of settling all ties, greal
or small.

There was Communism. ‘Off with

r.he:r heads!" he said without even look-
round. Su 'D:-urt Judges —
with their I" Coloured voters.
"Off with their heads!” Defiance Cam.
paigners — ‘Off with their heads!’ Only
once did the pattern change, when the
difficulty was caused by the prevalence
of house-b with their
hides!" he =na ;hntunm:ufhh
fellow M.P.'s said ].lter: ‘He talks funny
with his teeth out.’
The snap, undiscussed and undiscus-
sahle urdtr to the executioner, the per-
and indiscriminate out
of has had its effects. The (ueen
of Hearts, it is true, has had a throm
bosis, but it is not of that we speak.
More important is the widespread
attempt ‘htn undenh;!dr and Emuliltt,
which great actor's sweeping politi-
cal successes have impirnd

l‘.II'i':I':lu.mh,rl:.:“|= nd gund
who spend a rlrt
'Iﬂtkn m book
ﬁ Pm lhum{urmwa
I.talu tnl:thwt}l ther. they be in

Hungarian, Chinese or Eng-

hdl, then .ul:mul: for the executioner.
with their screeds’, emaps Dr,
without looking round. £1,000

or ﬁ. years, if you possess a copy of

— From "dlice in Wonderland.’

Erskine Caldwell, Pravda, the History
of the Communist Party of the Soviet
Union, or the collected short stories of
Albert Maltz,

There are some who pity the
customs man who reads it all ;‘
miss the whole point of jt. "'Ihﬂumn
argument was, that if wasn't
done about it in less than no time, she'd
have everybody executed, all round.”
';I'hercsnc:ﬂumel%mad Hll;aj;emdu

age a Congress r, or
aﬁﬁﬁnﬂhnhﬁw:m ban
it in less than no time, or you'll be exe-
cuted yourself.

If there is anyone worth pitying in
the country it must be Dr. Danie Craven.

* *What have you been doing here?’
‘May it plegse your Majesty,’ said
Two, in a very humble tone,
going l:Il:m'n on one knee as he
spoke, ‘we were trying .

I uﬂ:"’ said the Queen, who had
meanwhile been examining the
roses,

‘Off with their heads!" and the
procession moved on.”

his unhappy
He could almost feel the hot
hrﬂlhn.[th: n of Hearts (to say
of Irwin and the Sunday
Tlm} on his neck, when fate dealt nut
the hardest blow, Professional y
was coming to South Africa. ‘The
ernment must ban it!" said Dr, Eu\'en
TNl fetch the executioner mysell’ said
K.';n,! Craven eagerly, and he hurried
. o/
And there’s the case of Mr. Alan
Melville, banned from the Ellis Park
Pavilion for a letter he wrote to the
Press four years before.

“‘Hush! Hush! said the Rabbit
in a low hurried tone. He looked
anxiously over his shoulder as he
spoke, and then raised himself up-
on tiptoe, put his mouth close to
her ear, and whispered ‘She's

sentence of execution.'

Tlut for?" said Alice,

“What e
e on} gl f .
‘No I didn™t,’ said Alice: ‘I don’t

But tears might be more appropriate,

THEATRE
“ JOURNEY’S END”

In November the Regent Players pre-
sented R. C. Sheriff's drama of World
War -1 at the Library Theatre, The

ing night was in aid of Legi
Eundu. and one other evening in l.iﬂ
the M.O.T.H.5.

There was a general feeling before-

hand that “Journey's End"” was
“dated,” that its social and psy-
hu.lu!it-l.l attitudes were outmoded.
Cecil Williams's production dispelled
that misapprehension. It presents an
authentic picture of middle-class Eng-
lishmen of the period undergoing the
strain  of -warfare. Far from
well the play is neverthe
less ipping, as one ab-
sorbing episode follow another.

The humour provided by Mason the
cockney batman and the stolid, unima-
ginative Lieutenant Trotter is essential
as a relief to the tense scenes, and this
production was fortunate to have two
actors who were perfectly cast. Warren
Sands and Maurice Horwitz were a

ight in these roles. Pat Trevor, as
i ot mipesr i St
an compe performance
the success of the production. It is
difficult to imagine a face more perfect
for the part than his, and accustomed
as we are to the fine performances that
Cecil Williams succeeds in drawing
from young actors, this performance
was a revelation. Brian Bell as Fhl:igh.,
acted really well, but his personality
was not quite what was required for
the part. Arnold Quin did a very fine
job as the cow Hibbert, al

on the he did not
bring H

ig scene, Michael
Thompson’s Osborne was almost per-
fect,

is final scene with Stanhope pro-
ﬂdmg one of the play’s finest mmﬂﬂltlsf
B‘r.lpgloﬂl parts were exce
GI..l. tham’s Hardy, and
Hunt}' Btrmma Colonel hitting just
the m;ht notes.

Williams's gift for gr.tl:mg
pd.ia.hnd performances from une
ienced amateurs must be uﬂﬂu
again he has presented a 1 pro-
duction that reaches a standard far
above the usual.
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PEST CONTROL

THE RABBIT IN AUSTRALIA

By EDWARD ROUX

[Adapted from an Article by Dal Stivens, circulated by Unesco).

I.T is recalled that the first settlers at Botany Bay in 1788 congratulated themselves
that of a number of rabbits taken on board in England; five had survived the sea
voyage. In 1859 a man in Victoria was fined £10 for shooting a rabbit, the pro-
of another. But the rabbits multiplied unurmuu;z and soen became a national

problem. Attempts at what is called biclogical contr

ware made. Stoats, weasels

and foxes, the natural enemies of the rabbit in Europe were introduced inte

Australia. But

these carnivores found the Australian farmers' chickens more to their

liking than the rabbits, which continued to multiply at an alarming rate.

It may be wondered why the rabbit
has not become a plague in South
Africa. There have been and still are
many opporlunities for domestic rab-
bits to run wild in this country. It is
not a question of climate, for many
parts of South Alrica have climates
similar to those of Australia. Pro-
bably our large population of jackals,
muishonds and other small carnivores
has protected us from the rabbit

FENCING-IM

To return to Australia, so-called
rabbit-proof fences were built in an
effort to control the pest. Queensland
built 1,677 miles of fence, but the rab-
bits got past. West Australians thought
they were immune because of the inter-
vening Great Australian Desert, but the
rabbist came over and the Westerners
started building fences. The longest
fence in the world, 1,193 miles long
from south to north, was built right
across Australin. But the rabbits got
through. Some say they were through
before the fence was completed. Other
fences were built, pﬂl‘ﬂ“ﬂr and at right
angles to the first. They did not stop
the rabbits.

It is impossible to say exactly what
the rabbits have been costing Australia.
They destroy pasture and crops and
cause soil erosion. It was estimated in
1950 that rabbits were eating as much
vegetation as do forty million sheep
aﬁ that rabbits were ocosting the
country at least £50 million in control
measures, Experiments showed that a
farm of 400 acres which carried 100
sheep maintaind 500 sheep after it was
cleared of rabbits.

GERM-WAR
The picture is a grim one, but Aus-
tralia may solve her rabbit problem in
the next few years using a biological
weapon. weapon is not a carni-
vore but a virus, an ultra-microscopic

organism which causes a disease of
raﬁhila, known as myxomatosis. The
disease was first discovered in America
among the local rabbits which are of a
different species from these found in
Australia, the latter being of European
stock. The disease was introduced in-
to experimental rabbit warrens in Aus-
tralia, at first without much effect. Then
it was discovered that the virus could
be transmitted from rabbit to rabbit
by various kinds of Australian mosqui-
toes. Accordingly uitoes were in-
fected and let loose on rabbits.

The disease spread with a speed so
great that it almost equalled the speed
at which the rabbits had origina
spread over Australia. A recent esti-
mate in Victoria indicates that 90 per
cent of the rabbits have died in that
state and similar reports have come
from other parts of the country. Wool
experts consider that the valus of Aus-
tralia’s woel-clip will be increased by
£20 million annually.

MOT PLAIN SAILING

However there is a possible snag in
all this. Readers may remember how
in Denmark almost all the flies in the
country were destroyed by the extensive
use of DDT. A few immune flies sur-
vived and these produced in a few
vears a new immune race of flies which
threatened to restore the fly population.
In South Africa similarly after years of

ulsory eattle dipping we have
dev:Suped an arsenic-repfistagnt tick.

Already in Australia rabbits have
been found which are apparently im-
mune to myxomatosis. 'lEheae individ-
uvals may, through their immune de-
scendants, repopulate the country with
rabbits, That is at any rate a distinet

ossibility. The Australians are there-
ore making an all out effort to exter-
minate the rabbits as rapidly as pos-
sible, vsing all known means such as

trapping, poisoning, fumigating and

:

shooting aided by the mosquitoes and
the virus disease. Their efforts will be
watched with interest by scientists and
others during the next few years.

In the meantime the virus has entercd

Europe and presented the Europeans
with exactly EIE-' opposite sort of pro-
blem. They wish of course to kee
their rabbits, which are a wvaluab
source of food and in no sense a plague
of unwanted creatures. The disease is
:P]}ﬂ]‘ﬂl-ﬂ.}" only a serious danger to the
‘uropean (and Australian) species of
rabbit. It exists only in a mild form
among American rabbits. From this
point of view the immune types which
have turned up in Australia may prove
extremely useful in Europe. We may
witness soon a reversal of the 1788
episode, a cargo of five rabbits leaving
Australia for Eug]a.nd.

1
Tel. 22-9977.

Frederick Furnishers
PTY.), LTD.

COMPLETE HOUSE FURNISHERS
Matro Cenire, Bree Street,
JOHANNESBURG

FIGHT T.B.

SUPPORT THE ALEXANDRA ANTI-
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|4 Asher's Buildings, Joubert Street,
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MNow i:".'uumi}]nr Kli i". is one of those
8.A.C.0.10. NEWSs | Councillors who is afraid (for very good S.A.C.0.D extends

COUNCILLOR KLIPIN
BEATS A RETREAT

The most effective way of fightin
against the Western Areas Remova
Scheme is to apply pressure on the U.P.
to adopt a posilive attitude against the
Government policy. is is an urgent
task, particularly in Johannesburg, be-
cause the Government will find a mass
of practical obstacles which will
not be able ot overcome if the Johan-
nesburg Municipal Council refuses to
co-operate with them.

The application of pressure on the
City Council is easy and effective. We
can a lesson from the Bellevue
Branch of the 5.A. CO.D. I will give
a detailed account of how this Branch
worked, because I think that groups of
people living in other areas in Johan-
nesburg can adopt a similar campaign.
A posteard was printed (these are still
available at the S5.A.CO.D. office),
which was addressed to Councillor A.
J. Klipin, the Yeoville representative on
the Johannesburg City Council. It read
“As a resident in your ward 1 wish to
register my protest against the manner
in which the Johannesburg City Coun-
cil is treating the urgent motion of
Councilleor A. J. Cutten mﬂliﬂg the

me.

Western Areaz Removal

I call upon you to support his view
that the mass memorial of the entire
population of the Western Areas Town.
ship is unnecessary; that such slum
conditions as exist there can be dealt
with by the Council by rehousing the
overcrowded tenant population and re-
storing the townships to healthy and

sanitary living, and by strict applica-
tion of the Municipal Public Health
Bye-Laws.

Yours faithfully,
Issued by the S.A.C.O.D.

It was intended that these be signed
by a large number of Yeoville residents.
T{nc Council was to meet within 10 days
of the publication of these postcards to
discuss Councillor Cutten’s motion. It
was -u:lfeﬁt:e& ﬂulrzfur: mEc;hmm a san;:

le o opulation. Ei I cen
ﬁf the I:ﬂiﬁﬂl:ts of three H:E:;mpenf flats
signed the postcards and the next step
was to send a deputation with these
cards to meet Councillor Klipin and
press him to support Cutten’s views.

reason) to meet his constituents. A
short conversation over the telephone
convinced him that he had better not
refuse to meet the deputation, He made
an appointment but failed to keep it
The deputation immediately went to
the Rand Daily Mail where a full ac-
count of Councillor Klipin's evasions
was reported. He was challenged to
hold a public meeting where his con-
stituents could hear his views. This
challenge he accepted. A U.P. meetin
at St. Aidan’s Hall in Yeoville was well
publicised. The C.0.D. distributed a
leaflet, “60,000 Wanderers™ setting out
the facts to the residemis. Yeoville resi-
dents looked forward te this meeting.
Mr. Klipin at a meeling was an event
none wished to miss. A large crowd
was eapected. The residents of Yeo-
ville were overwhelming in opposition
to Klipin and his U.P. policy on the
removal scheme. Llipin knew that he
could not win their support. Again he
beat a retreat. The meeting was called

off.

The Yeoville Branch of the C.0.D.
has now worked out a plan o force
Klipin to a meeting. In Yeoville the
igsue is almost a 'ﬁimﬂ. Klipin will
be forced either to support Cutten or
to stand down for a better man at the

next Municipal election.

Municipal Councillors are easy to
work on. Telephone calls, letters, post-
cards and Western Native Areas Lr;uui
Protest Committees will soon shake
them out of their apathy. Plan your
campaign so that it has an effective
conclusion. Remember that councillors
are elected to the Municipality and
though they may disagree with, they
are bound to take note of, their voters’
views. Yoters in Johannesburg do not
support the City Council's attitude to
the Removal Scheme. It is up to mem-
bers of the C.0.D. to harness the views
of the residents of their areas and to
give them an effective medium of ex-
pression.

SUPPORT THE .. Qgﬁ

NATIONAL WAR
MEMORIAL

HEALTH FOUNDATION

seasonal greetings to
it's members and
supporters
everywhere

THE PRESS.

The Alabama fournal, editorially rap-
ping stock market “peace jitlers™:

“It is a tragic reflection upon us that
our national economy should tremble
and become uncertain at the prospect of

ace, and that it should prosper and

oom when war is in progress . . . As
Russia's new rulers have shown a dispo-
sition lo bring peace back in the world.
our security prices have been falling.
With each report from Moscow or Pei-
ping or Seoul of advances made in un-
derstanding . . . stock market prices have
tumbled.”

The fournal, describing this as im-
moral and unnecessary, adds: “We can
do a thousand good and pleasant things
in a peaceful world with the billions
of dollars we now spend for war.”

HiGH SCHOOLERS.

The 9th Annual Congress of New
York City High Schools, sponsored by
Hunter College, passed a resolution urg-
ing the U.S. to act within 90 days to
arrange a meeting with Soviet Premier
Malenkov. The call for an Eisenhower
Malenkov peace confab was adopted
without a single disssenting voice by
the 72 delegates from 18 schools.

MORE TRADE UNIONS

Hugo Ernst, President of the 400,000
strong Hotel and Restaurant Employees
and Bartenders Union (AFL), advised
the world's diplomats and statesmen to
take a tip from working people. Ernst
wrote in the Union’s official paper:

“The working people of the earth,
working ple like ourselves, know
that if the diplomats and statesmen
would only listen to us we could teach
them something about the arts of nego-
tiation . . . More than ever before what
is needed now is the bargaining table
where the nations can =it . . . t is
needed is some of the same give and
take which serves so often in labour
relations to reduce the tensions and
create the conditions in which settle-
ment of differences is possible.”
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ECONOMICS

WHO IS TO BLAME?

DH. N. D.'s recent outburst against the Stock Market manipu'ations of "certain

gold mining houses™ broug

a nice, old-fashioned homely atmosphere to the

current political scene. One's mind went back to the good old days of His
Majesty's Loyal Opposition — as the present Government then were — when

talk of nationalising the Gold Indus
tical blunder to be rudely repudi
on the pulse of Throgmorton Street!

Dr. D.'s tirade, it will be remembered,
was induced by the present low state
of the share market. He contended that
there was no sound economic reason
for the depression in Hollard Street,
what with the high promise of profit-
able Uranium production on the Rand
and the advanced stage of development
of the O.F.S. Goldfields and that the
depression had been deliberately engin-
eered by “certain mining houses” in
order to discredit the present Govern.
e,

NO MNAIVETTE

Now, while we hold no brief for the
Gold Mining Groups — they can, and
very often do “bear” the market for
completely unethical reasons — it is
very difficult to find much substance
i:rBr. D.'s charge on this occasion. If
it could be shown that a “bear” market
iz, at the moment in the interests of the
Gold Mining Industry, then the argu-
ments of the Doctor might be well-
founded. However it is hard to believe
that this is the case, unless the industry
considers that an air of depression over
the Rand may induce a change of heart
in the Americans as far as a revalua-
tion of Gold is concerned. But really
to believe this the Chamber of Mines
would have had to have acquired a
naivite normally quite absent from their
natures.

On the other hand, there are many
sound reasons for believing that the
present condition of the stock market
is a fair reflection of Ecenomic
conditions in Seuth Africa at this junc-
ture and that these conditions rc!ﬂo-d
the position in the Western World as
a whole. Wall Street, for example, has

fallen substantially from the peak levels
of the Korean War and is finding it
éxtre difficult to maintain even its

ent level. The British Stock Market

5, in the past six months, been en-
sying a purely local revival, resulting
m the scrapping of numerous price
and other economic controls, which at

was everyday conversation and not a peli-
by fearful Cabinet Ministers with their ears

the time of writing, seems to have come
to an end.

The level of share prices at any par-
ticular time is determined by the de-
mands and supply of shares, and the
present low price levels reflect a lack
of demand. Now, demand for shares
i= of two. kinds. There is general,
public demand and what is generally
referred to as “professional support.”
It can be stated as a generalisation that
without the latter kind of demand no
stock exchange boom is possible. By
“professional support” one means sup-
port by the mining companies them-
selves, by Iur{le financial institutions,

o

by discount houses and Investment
Companies which exist by the interest
derived from shares and the profits

made out of their purchase and sale.

These great financial houses do not
speculate haphazardly. They employ
men, — statisticians, economists, en-
gineers, — whose full time job it is to
assess the value of a security, to try to
work out the probable trend of costs,
prices, dividends and so on, and 2o on,
and to determine thersfrom probable
fluctuations in share prices. It is of
course their purpose to buy cheap and
to sell dear to realise maximum profits.
This buying and selling has a result in
periodical fluctuations in the prices of
individual shares. If it is done on a
very large scale it may affect the price
levels of all allied securities,

BOOM AND BUST,

Thus, the Erfdeel boom caused a
eneral interest in all other O.F.5.
sghares and their subsequent crash
caused a weakening of Free State shares
ir general. But it would be a tremen-
dous achievement for such speculative
activity to cause a general rise or fall
in oll shares, mining, industrial and
financial. Such an achievement pre-
supposes, in the first place, a wide-
spread conspiracy to bull or bear the
worker against the general economic
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6th December 1953.
-t
rin on,
*P.0. Box 4088,
Johannesburg.
Sir:—

I have just come across my carbon
copy of my letter to you dated 20th
June 1953; I cannot trace that I re-
ceived a reply to it. [ am now writing
to you to ask that you remove my
name-and-address from your mail list.

The copies of FIGHTING TALK and
the various circular-letters you have
sent me in the past have all been care-
fully read by me and they have all
simply confirmed me in my opinion
that the officials and committee mem-
bers of your Legion, and apparently
those of t{g Congress of Democrats, are
all quite ignorant of exactly what you
mean when you talk and write about
democracy.

When some months age Mr. Beyle-
veld took me to a small meeting in
Parkview, | was astonished to find
that none of the small group of some
six or eight people, self-styled demo-
crats, had apparently ever heard of the
“recall”, the “Initiative™ ( and the “refe-
rendum,” as used in the United States
of America. Only Mr, Julius Lewin
apparently had heard of Proportional
Representation, and his knowledge ap-
peared to be confined to the list system
of continental Europe.

A lot of people laugh at the United
States propensity for electing all sorts
of officials, from Presidents down to
dog-catchers, but few if any of these
easily amused people seem to realize
that the voters in the United States re-
tain in their own hands the very power.
ful “recall” weapon. For example: if
South Africa had a constitution similar
to those of most Statez in North Ame.
rica, the so-called “rebels” of the United
Party — Messrs. Barlow, Bekker,
Waring, et al., — would now be facing
bye-elections, in spite of the fact that
they had been elected for five-year
terms.

Mr. Julius Lewin bleated that Pro-

portional Representation could be used
only where voling took place for parties
ratﬁer than in ivil.'luara and further
stated that it was not used in English-
speaking countries. This ignorance
was only a little more startling than
the even greater ignorance of the others
who had evidently never heard of it
at all.

The enemies of true democracy are
not only those — such as Communists,
Fasciste, and Nazis — who are openly
against it: itz enemies are also those
who call themselves democrats but in
fact know nothing about democracy.

A big plank in the so-called demo-
cratic programme of your Legion and
its allies is the universal vote — a vote
for every adult. As I attempted to
point out at the small meeting I men-
tioned in my third parﬂgmpg in this
letter, a “universal’ vote might well mean
nothing, if votes could loaded in
one constituency as compared with an-
other, and if, even without loading,
constituencies could be gerry-mandered
s0 as to render numerous voles use-
less.

At the present time, the votes of more
than 5095 of the registered voters are
useless, even without very much load-
ing and without very obvious gerry-
mandering.

Where you pipe-dreamers fail is in
your practical approach. The outright
enemies of democracy do not come
straight out at the start in favour of a
dictatorship; they ask for this little bit,
and then that litle bit, and so on, and
fina%]f wind up with the lot, (Actually
the Nationalist Party leaders are making
the same mistake, attacking everybody
and everything at once.)

When your Legion comes down to
earth a.ng makes practical p 8
from the ground up, instead of build-
ing castles in the air without founda.
tions, you may get more support.

Yours faithfully,
HARRY LEVETT.
Newlands Hotel,
177, Main Road,
Newlands,
Johannesburg,

Gth December, 1953,
Dear Mr. Levett,

Your letter resolves itself as far as we
can make out, to one assertion, viz. that
unless you have an adegquate knowledge
of constitutiomal government both in

merica and in Europe, you cannot be
a true democrat, We are afraid we must
reject such an arro assumption on
your part. Incide , we must also re-
jeet vast amount of rudeness con-
tained in your [etter,

Quite frankly, Mr. Levett, your im-
pressive knowledge of Proportional Re-
presemtation does not You, ipso
facto, a good and true democral. Fhe
Jorm of representation that an indivi-

cou adopts has no bearing on
the state of her democracy, except of
course in fascist countries, where no re-
presentation exists at all. Otherwise, i
is quite conceivable that a co with
very limited democracy, such as South
Africa, will adopt the British form o
representation, whereas a country s
as Israel, which extends full democratic
ri to all its citizens, can and has
opted the Continental list system of
Proportional Representation,

It is entirely up to the people them-
selves to decide what form of represen-
tation they wish to adopt. The first and
by far the most important task is to win
full democratic rights for all adults, ir-
respective of sex or colour, and you can-

not evade responsibility of that task
by speaking so glibly of constitutions
and constitutional forms of government.

—Editor, “Fighting Talk.”
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current — a near impossibility. In the
second place it would require concerted
buying or selling on a colossal scale
such as can follow only upon sudden
changes in the ral economic

of a country. Such a change followed
devaluation in 1949, This izva.luuiun
caused a sudden upswing not only in

Id shares, but in all others as well,
E:[:r it was considered that the increased
profitability of the mining industry
would result in a general increase in
economic  activity throughout the
country.

However, speculation apart, the prices
of shares — or, if you prefer, the de-
mand for shares — iz determined b
one’s assessment of the essential sound.
ness or otherwise from a profit-making
point of view — of the company issuing
them. If the profitability of capitalist
enterprise is assured, share prices will
be high — if it is in doubt then no
amount of “bulling” will be able to
maintain the share market index at an
artificially hi?h level. About all it
could do would be to hold prices for
a short while slightly above their “real”
levels, but they will soon sink back

again.

BAROMETER

At the present time, all economic
influences make for a low share price
index. These are:

The fall in the price of gold on
dlI:t:irm old mﬂrkcﬂtl, which has com-
pletely w out the premium over
the uﬁici.!ﬁ:‘riﬁm.

The fantastically high capital costs
involved in bringing up the Free
State Gold Mines to the production
stage and the rather indifferent re-
sults of their early production
activity.

The general shortage of capital.

The uncertain political atmosphere
which is certainly not the outcome of

a Chamber of Mines boycott of the
present Government. On the con-
trary, there is reason to believe
that the Ch r has been movin
heaven and earth to persuade the U.P!.
to reach a modus vivendi with the

Nats as qui as ibly precisely
because hope LEH suci a peace-
making might put some life into an
market.

otherwise
The flat refusal of the American

Treasury to even consider a higher
price for gold.

Fears of the investor that the Afri-
can people may soon demand a just

share in the economic and political

life of the country. These fears are
induced not only by the Native policy
of the Nat. Government but u.ll.:a by
the continent-wide stirring of the
African peﬂ:\k as witnessed by events
in Kenya, Nigeria, Uganda, ete. The
fact is that Africa iz fast ceasing to be
the happy hunting ground of im-

perialism.,

World tension in general and the
rearmament programme in particular
which are primarily responsible for
the shortage of capital mentioned in
the third paugrﬂ-p]iu.

It seems likely — to sum up — that
the days of Stock Exchange Booms are
over. The economic structure of which
the S.E. is part is cracking badly, and
Dr. D.’s outburst can be regarded onl
at an attempt to blind himself an
others to this primary economic fact,

THERE ARE TWO
AMERICAS

IT becomes increasingly evident that there really are two Americas.

One is the America of the big brass, big business and big stick, the
know-nothings and anti-thought patrol. The other is the America of the

At the recent American
down the throats of the mem

through the muck of war. 1 is com
pull out of peace talks after 90 days

.5, beligerency.

But there are other voices: Churchill callin
lee and Nehru blasting U.S. policy in the Far
of Mew China. Canada's Pearson refusing to accept any scheme for the
unifying of Kecrea (under Rhee) by force.

NEW INYESTMENTS,

And, home from a world tour, Adlai Stevenson was a paunmwﬁinr
had heard the voice abroad and at home. He now that
all the plain people of the world demanded Peace. And he urged the U.5.
o enter negotiations, saying, The door to the conference room is the door
to Peace. Let it never be said that America was reluctant to enter.”

Legion brass may split bullets, but ordinary vets and Gl's say: Better a
They want
want peace talks at the highest level, not

man. He

year of talk than a day of killing.

level.

Vets and Gl's, who do the fighting, are tired of protecting investments
abroad. They demand investments at home, to provide a better life.

It narrow down to this question: Which way for America, H-bomb threats
or peace talks? For our part, we will continue joining our voices with those
of the America-of-the-people for the only human course: Big Power Peace

Talks Now.

ion convention the brass rode high, ramming
ip a fire-sating resclution calling for use

of atomic bombs in Korea if peace talks fail,
This is mot what we should hear from a meeting of veterans who have been
uld they displease him. Syn

and Chiang-Kai-shek would like nothing better, and McCarthy is itching to
go it alone in the face of rising domestic and international oppesition to

in line with the Dulles threat to
gman Rhee

for talks with Malenkov. AH-
st and calling for nition

ce talks, not threats. They
ing monologues at the lowest

===z
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