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FROM THE SIDELINES| i months

writar:

CECIL WILLIAMS

However unwillingly children ‘creep like snails’ to school, their
parents are on the run to get the best education to ensure their
children's future security. A journalist, recently commenting on the
new swindle in ‘Bantu’ education of accepting only
'UNWILLINGLY  first-class passes for admission to a high school, re-
TO SCHOOL? ported, ‘As a result the pupil who has obtained a
second-class pass applies from school to school and

everywhere the reply is: “I regret the school is full up.’

Do you remember the old Jewish writer, Sholom Aleichem’s story,
“The High School’? The determined Jewish mother travelled from
school to school, from village to village until she found a place for her
son. Then the boys themselves, Gentile and Jew, went on strike in
protest against the rotten diserimination. Finally, even conservative
old Aaron got the idea of a "strike’ being a weapon in the hands of the
oppressed. Not until South African parents strike and strike again
at the portals of education shall we have a schooling system in our
country, available to all children, and designed to adapt healthy minds
and bodies to the exciting prospects of this space age.

[\o one blames the moronic Presley for cashing in on a commeodity
that finds a ready market in the capitalist world. But how I blame
the promoters of such a degrading model of humankind. Yes, I saw
‘Railhouse Jock’ or 'Hellhouse Cock” or whatever it's
BAD, BAD called — a boring, boring film, with very little rock-
PRESLEY and-roll in it. What sent me up the wall is that the
: film makers are here putting before millions and mil-
lions of young people as a film ‘hero’, a model to be copied, a ‘success’
boy to be emulated, a lumpy, droopy, lack-lustre-eyed, energyless,
sparkless body, an uncouth, ill-mannered, ungrateful pig of a per-
sonality, a selffish, grasping, underfoot-trampling, dim-witted social
character — and a lump of dough that can't ACT. Talk of ideals!
How I enjoyed the next evening seeing ‘Campbell's Kingdom', in
which a reticent, courteous, noble, clean-living, clean-fighting fella,
with the help of clean-living, clean-fighting, unselfish friends and the
love of a good girl, manages to outwit the dirty, unsavoury minions
of a nasty capitalist . . . Gimme that every time.

Befnre the Second World War the socialst system extended over

~ 17% of the world's territory, embraced 9% of its total popula-

tion and produced 10% of the world’s industrial output; TODAY the

socialist countries cover 26% of the world's territory,

FIGURES inhabited by 85% of the total pu%)ulatjﬂn and they pro-
TALK duce 33% of the world’s industrial output,

Meanwhile, Eisenhower — deszeribed in one paper as
‘a man of peace’ — asks in his new budget for £14,200 million for
defence costs, 54% of the total budget — poor Americans. And how
the armament manufacturers must be rubbing their hands.

Marg‘aret Vines, the English actress, born in South Africa, who is
in Johannesburg to play in ‘The Chalk Garden’, recounts this
experience. ‘I was reading my paper in Joubert Park, when a voice
croaked, ‘For God's sake, Miss, gimme a penny
MODEL OF RACE or a tickey'. I looked up to see the seediest,
SUPERIORITY scruffiest man imaginable — White. I hesitated
but gave him gixpence from my handbag. His
dirty hand took it and his awful voice said, ‘Look after you handbag,
Miszs — one of these bloodey kaffirs will grab it’. I was speechless
with indignation but too slow-thinking to demand back my sixpence.
Race superiority indeed !”
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ZEERUST : THE FULL STORY

By A SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

inokana — ‘land of many streams’ — is a reserve
which lies about 18 miles from Zeerust. It is
unlike most other reserves because in many ways it
is almost idyllic. It is a land of many streams. The
children are fat and well cared for, crops flourish,
the oranges in season are golden and the whole area
is lush with growth. Undoubtedly there is tremen-
dous room for improvement and development — 1t 18
whispered, perhaps unfairly, that the people do not
want too much improvement, they fear the covet-
ous eyeg of the local Europeans. We all know how
eagy it is these days for grounds to be found for
removing Africans from their land, and Linokana
is a lovely place.

For many years there has been, by and large,
peace in Linokana. It is true that there have been
local disputes; there have been complaints against
the senior chief (now deposed) Abraham Moiloa,
but they were very much the sort of disputes and
complaints that always arise in any governed com-
munity. The chief was not perfect by any means
but he was the chief and even the people who com-
plained about him never dreamt or desired that he
should be deposed.

But Linokana is not the only area where the Ba-
pharutse tribe live. They are spread over a vast
area comprising many other villages in the Groot
Marico—Zeerust Distriet. The names that come to
mind immediately are Leeufontein and Braklaagte

(both under shadow of removal schemes), Gopane,
Motswedi, Witkleigat and so on. There has never
been a Paramount Chief of the Baphurutse. Each
section has its own chief, but the ex-chief, Abraham
Moiloa, at Linokana, was recognised as the senior
chief of the tribe and anything done to him was
felt by the tribe as a whole.

During the past troubled year in the Groot Ma-
rico District the Baphurutse as a whole (naturally
with some exceptions) have come to look on the Na-
tive Commissioner at Zeerust, one Mr. Richter, as
the villain of the piece, But whatever the faults
of Mr. Richter may be these must not be allowed to
cloud the issue. No matter who had been the Na-
tive Commissioner at Zeerust it is doubtful whether
the trouble there could have been avoided.

For the case of the Baphurutse in the Zeerust area is a
historic one. Here the apartheid policies and oppressive
legislation of the Nationalist Government have ﬂl:ﬁld their
natural conclusion: the whole Nationalist fraud of encourag-
ing the African people to develop along their own (tribal)
lines has been exposed, and the picture of fear-ridden Zee-
rust and its environs is the picture of South Africa in the
very near future — unless the Government changes its poli-
cies or unless we change the Government.

Let us look at the history of the disturbances and
the recent events in the area. It all started, really,
with the issue of passes to women in April 1957.—

Women’s Passes Are Issued

fI!he idea of the Government has been to slip in passes

through the back door. It was realised that there
would be tremendous opposition in the bigger citles and, it
was hoped, more chance of acceptance amongst the “ignor-
ant" Africans in the rural areas, But the Government mis-

caleulated. There 18 no rural area where the people, .

through family and friends, have no contacts with the big
citles, They are well aware of the consequences of having
to carry passes. Zeerust was no exception.

During March 19857 it was announced in the Government
Gazette that the pass-issuing unit of the government would

be in Linokana and neighbouring areas for the issue of
passes to women. It should be remembered here and for

future reference that the law does not yet make it compul-
sory for women to have reference books, as the fixed date
after which it would be an offence pot to have a book has
not yet been named.

The Native Commissioner, Mr. Richter, called on Chief
Abraham Moiloa to order, and if necessary compel, the wo-
men to take out reference books. The chief was not pre-
pared to do this and on April 1 he was more or less told
by the Commissloner that unless he did so there might be
serious consequences for him. This was the day on which
the reference books were to be issued. Despite this threat
the Chief remained firm and when asked to address the
people called on the Commissioner to do so, and so evaded
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direct disobedience. He had made his position clear, how-
ever, and his fate was sealed.

Meanwhile the pass-issulng unit had set up business in
fromt of the shop of the local shopkeeper — a European
pamed Gallichan — who lent his premises for the purpose.
A handful of women did come to take out books but the
majority refused.

The people were angered and so strong was their feeling

against passes that they even went so far as to boycott
Gallichan's shop and according to his own evidence his tak-

ings for April dropped to practically nothing.
The Deposal Of The Chief

Chief Abraham was informed that he had Immediately
to convene a meeting on April 4, 1957 at which the Chief Na-
tive Commissioner for the area would address the tribe at
Linokana. This he did. At the kgotla the Chief sat in hia
rightful seat, a chair specially set aside for him. Wasting
no time the Chief Native Commissioner asked if he was sit-
ting in the chair of the Chief and on being told that he was,
Chief Abraham was told to get off the chair as he was no
longer Chief. He was also told that he was to leave the
area within 14 days to go to Venterspost and that he was
not to return without the permission of the Commigsioner.

Mention has been made of certain complaints against the
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Chief, laid originally in 1852 but enquired into officially only
in November 1956. Amongst the charges (many of them of
an administrative nature) was the ominous one that Chief
Abraham Molloa had said on one occasion ,Wie die hel is

Verwoerd 7"

The enquiry was held but nothing further had been heard
and it was generally believed that the matter was now
settled. It appears, however, that already in January, 1857,
the order for Abraham's deposition had been signed. Noth-
ing was done about it, however, until April 4 after the pass
izsuing fiasco and it was gepnerally felt that had bhe sup-
ported the izsue of passes there would have been no depo-
gition.

The people were horrified. Their chief had been deposed
and deported, (It transpired later that he had never been
lawfully deported but the impression was purposely given
that he had been). The Government did not even bother
to do it in writing.

Naturally the news spread to Johannesburg and the Rand
where many Baphurutse work. They had and still have a
local committee looking after thelr Interests in the big city.
A special meeting was held and two buses were chartered
to take as many as possible home on April 12 to mee exactly

what had happened.

They found that life in Linokana had come practically to
a standstill. When teachers' wives took out passes and the
principal supported the Bantu Authorities Act, the school
was boycotted and subsequently ordered to be closed by the
authorities. And to this day the children of Linokana have
no school nor any prospect of schogl,

But to return to the Baphurutse from Johannespburg —
they called a meeting in the kgotla on April 14; a meeting
which was later alleged to have taken the form of a Court
at which certain people who were believed to have betrayed
the Chief were allegedly ‘tried’ and sentenced to death.
Police intervened before any steps could be taken to carry
the sentence out., That evening, whilst on their way home,

to Johannesburg, about 100 persons were arrested. Twenty .

five were detained and charged with Incltement to murder,
attempted murder and — a most rare charge — crimen
laesio majestatis, usurping the functions of the state. After
a lengthy SBupreme Court hearing five were convicted of
attempted murder and sentenced to imprisonment ranging
from 3—0& vears. Bome otherz were given & nominal fine

for holding unlawful gatherings and the rest were dis-
charged.

Mow the Government stepped in with heavy hand. Numer-
ous arrests were made — mostly for the holding of unlaw-
ful meetings but also for burning of passes. Most of the
people charged were, in fact, acquitted in court, to the dis-
gust of the police as will be seen later on when I come to
deal with their evidence before the commission of enquiry
that was later held.

In addition the Post Office at Linokana was closed, and
remaing closed until today; the railway bus was discon-
tinued though this has now been restored; the telephone of
the remaining trader, an Indian, and the only other phone
in Linokana (apart from Gallichan’s), always used by the
people in emergencies, was suspended — on grounds of
"security’.

In the meanwhile, paszes were stlll being izsued in the
area though not only in Linokana. But now the pass |ssu-
ing unit was reinforced by a special squad of police from
Pretoria, under the command of the notorious Sergeant
Van Rooven. This squad did not fall under the local com-
mand, but remained a law unto itself.

Paga Four

Night Raids and Assaults

With it began a period of terror for the people in the
Zeerust distriet. There are many stories of how the police
behaved. They started with an old tactlc — dramatic
raids in the middle of the night — & well known feature of
city life but guite unknown in the peaceful reserve of Lino-
kana. This is what some of the people said. The raids in
Linokana were on May 16.

Christina Mokate: “On May the 16th at about midnight I
heard a knock at my door. I asked who was knocking
my door with a stick. Bomeone replied ‘Open, I am a
policeman’. When I was going to open the door it was
forced open and a piece of the door was broken off.
A Eurcpean and 2 African constablez rushed into the
house and demanded my pass. I told them I have not
taken & pass. They asked me why not. I replied that
I had a pew born baby who was born at the time the
passes were being izsued and I also didn't want to carry
a pass, The European constable sald I must open the
blanket =0 that they could make sure I had a baby. I
did s0. They then searched the house and left.”

Rjampi Mokeolj: “On May 16, 1857, I heard & noise next to
my hut. I woke up to see what was happening. I maw
one girl come running to my house crying and chased
by the police. When she got into my house the police
rushed into my hut. There were 3 Europeans and 1
African. Two Europeans hit me with a sjambok on the
head. An African police asked me for my pass. I
was pulllng out my suitcase from under the bed as my
pass was in it. While doing this a European constable
kicked me In my left kidney. I showed my pass. 1
then asked why they were kicking me about but no-
body answered. I did not go to the doctor because 1
had no money.'"

Then there are the complaints from Leeufontein — a
neighbouring village where the chief, Israel Molloa sup-
ported the government.,

“My name is Lethloo Moiloa. I live in Leeufontein in the
Zeerust district. On Sunday the Znd June, 1957, I was
on my way to Zeerust. I wanted to go to court on
Monday. I was spending the night in Braklaagte be-
cause the journey is long and I am old. I was at the
chief’s house in the later afternoon (The chief of Erak-
laagte opposed the issue of passes.) The police came
from the direction of Leeufonteln in wehicles, I saw
the chief of Leeufontein was with them and one of his
headmen ecalled Puturu. (This Puturu is & man con-
victed of rape and other serious crimes, but he Is Van
Rooyen's henchman in Leeufontein.) There were less
than 10 of us at the chief's house. The police did not say
anyih'ng to the people. They assaulted the chief and
his wife and a man who was there. The police put pri-
soners on the vehicles and then went into the village.
From where I waa on the police vehicle I could see the
police chasing people. They hit the people with sjam-
boks and batons and canes. They did not arrest more
people. There was a very big man who seemed to be in
charge of the police. (Van Rooyen). He told the police
to hit the people and he hit the people also. The police
also kicked people and hit them with their fists. I was
hit with a sjambok and sticks by Puturu and the chief
of Leeufontein."

And so the grim tale goss on. . Complaints were lodged
with the police: the standard reply was given “The Attornay
General declines to prosecute.”

Then for a time things were relatively quiet. There were
constant complaints about victimization by pro-government
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chiefz of people who are, or were suspecied of being
against passes for women. But nothing spectacular hap-

pened.
The big trial arising ocut of the events of April 13 ended

in September 1857.

The Government Commission

Shortly after the conclusion of the trial and very suddenly
it was announced that the Government Intanded holding a
Commission of Enquiry into the causés of the unrest in the
Groot Marico district. The announcement was made in the
Government Gazette on the Friday and was scheduled to
sgtart on the following Wednesday, with what appeared to be
almost indecent haste. No stepz were taken to notify the
people about the commission but all the Government-sup-
porting chiefs were lined up and ready to proceed with
their evidence on the day in question.

The mass of the Baphurutse, although taken by surprise,
hurriedly organised a petition amongst the people calling
on the commission to recommend, amongst other things, the

return of the deposed chief, the reopening of the school and

post office at Linokana, and to recommend the suspension of
the issue of reference books to women. Thousands of sig-
natures to the Petition were obtained in the space of a few
days. Despite the short notice given, the lack of publielty,
and the lack of transport, large crowds of Baphurutse at-
tended the opening session of the commission. So many, in
fact, that there was no room in the Native Commissioner's
court for them all to be accommodated and special arrange-
ments were made for an outside arena. Everything was
very peaceful and the people listened with great inter-
est to the proceedings, but the authorities were, apparently,
very upset at the great interest shown in the commission,
and the following week (the hearings were adjourned for a
week on the second day) the police were out in foree to pre-
vent people coming to the so-called public enquiry! Harvard
meroplanes swooped dowm on the area in intimidatory fa-
shion and roadblocks of police prevented the people from
entering Zeerust. As & result of this, for example, women
coming from Gopane were baton-charged and beaten up by
the police. Unable to get to Zeerust for medical treatment
a large number of them crossed the border into Bechuana-
land where they were treated at the Lobatsl hospital. A
check was made at the hospital and it was confilrmed that
well over 20 people were treated there for injuries as a result
of this little effort by the police! Needless to say, no steps
were taken in the matter.

The Commission of Enquiry was, in itself, a very interest-
ing affair. It is difficult to decide what motivated the Gov-
ernment in appointing it. Perhaps it too saw the import-
ance of what was happening in this area in relation to its
policles as a whole. The commission was & one-man com-
mission consisting of a Mr., H. BALK, a Native Appeal
Court Judge and as such an employee of the Native Affairs
Department, the Department most concerned with the
troubles, Then, the commission was conducted in a most un-
usual way. There was no agenda and there was no one to
lead evidence. In addition — and this is most important —
no cross-examination of witnesses was allowed. As B re-
sult of this much of the evidence given was practically use-
lesa, Amnyone could say anything . The Government sup-
porting chiefs and their protagonists unanimously blamed
the African MNational Congress for all their troubles, Apart
from the fact that people were giving the “Afrika" salute
there were no grounds given for these allegations.

The Native Commissioner, in his evidence, said that the
people “present on April 13, 1857 (at Linokana where the
disturbances then took place) were mostly not resident
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here.,” (le, in the Zeerust district). Cross examination
would have revealed, however, that all the people who visit-
&d the area on the day in question were in faet people who
had their homes In the area although they may have been
working in Johannesburg. This was clearly shown at the
trial arizsing out of the disturbances on that and the follow-
ing day. All of them had family in the area and regarded
it as their home. . In this way it was insinuated, as has
time and again been tried, that ‘agitators' ineited the people
— & completely false suggestion.

Another interesting and noteworthy aspect of the ‘gov-
ernment supporting’ evidence was the attacks made on the
legal advisors of the Baphurutse, It was implied by the
Mative Commissioner, for example, that there was zome-
thing sinister about the fact that the same legal represen-
tatives were constantly appearing for the people. Lieut.
Coetzee, one of the main police witnesses carried thizs line
somewhat further, and showed great distress at the fact that
despite the police arrests, most of the people accused of
various offences were defended in such & manner that they
were acquitted. He found this very disheartening! It did
not seem to occur to Lieut. Coetzee that it was, after all, the
function of the Court to decide who is guilty or not and that
every man Is, supposedly, entitled to the best defence he can
muster. The chairman of the commission, Mr. Balk, also
found thiz witness's submission rather astonishing.

I mention this aspect at some length, because I think that
it iz & very important aspect of the situation in Zeerust,
Lieut. Coetzee was talking with the volce of authority and
subsequent events seem to show that the police intention s,
whers possible, to prevent the people from having a proper
defence and, by encouraging terrorism by the government
supporting chiefs, protected by the police, to suppress the
people and prevent issues being brought before the courts.
I will deal with this aspect shortly.

The Baphurutse, as a whole, led evidence to show that the
trouble had been caused by the izsue of reference books to
women, the threatened removal of certaln villages and the
deposition of the Chief — all of which, coming together,
and tactlessly handled by those In authority, had sparked off
the troubles.

The Commission finished itz hearings at the end of No-
vember; but to date it has falled to produce a report. Im
view of the subsequent events though it would seem any re-
port issued today could not possibly take account of the
new developments and would thus be useless. A sinister
aspect of the suggestions made before the Commizsion was
the suggestion that the Natal Native Code be brought into
operation — the intention belng apparently to impose com-
munal fineg on the people.

Rushed Court Prosecutions

Since the commizsion has ended the sinister aspect of
Lieut. Coetzee's complaints about the courts acquitting peg-
ple because they were well defended has become clear, In
several of the other villages, particularly Witkleigat, Mots-
wedl and Gopane, some of the women had, in fact, taken out
reference books. Bome had never realised exactly what it
was all about, others were intimidated by their Chiefs. But
by September it was becoming increasingly clear that no
benefits were to derive from these books; they were either
quite useless or would be used as instruments of oppres-
gion as for the men. The women who had had their books
for nearly a year and now thoroughly disillusioned with them
decided to burn them.

The first incldent took place in Gopane, in September.
There was & pass burning episode and the police came to
arrest & handful of women who had been pointed out by the
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local chlef. They were met, however, by nearly all the wo-
men in the area sald as one man “if they are gullty, we
are also. You must arrest us all.” All plled into the police
van and well over 200 of them were taken to Zesrust.

Chaos prevailed at the charge office. Women and child-
ren overflowed into the yard at the police station and the
police were practically begging the women to leave. The
following day their cases were brought before the court and
& postponement was asked for to enable the women to pre-
pare their defence. They were all allowed out on thelr own
recognisances and told to report back at a later date. As
there was no transport avallable for them except for a bus
which could hold about 20 people the defence asked that
transport be arranged for them on the day of the case. This
was lald on by the government but the women were told
that they had to pay about 5/- per head for the privilege.
They refused point blank to pay this, they were not trans-
ported and that was the last ever heard of their case.

This was before Lieut. Coetzee gave evidence at the
Commission — in fact, before the commiszsion had sat.

On November 4 and 5, there were pass burning incidents
at Witkleigat (a place which now features most promin-
ently in recent incidents) and at Motswedi. About 40 wo-
men and % men were arrested at Witkleigat and 183 women
at Motswedl. They were rushed to court and their cases
were speeded through by the prosecution, the women being
fined £50 or 6 months and the men £100 or & months im-
prisonment. Efforts were made to defend them but when
the telephone calls asking for postponements were put
through to Zeerust it was always "too late”. It had been
indicated that all cases arising from pass burning inci-
dents were to be defended. The merits of the cases can-
not be entered into; there is no doubt that the women did
burn their passes as they admitted in Court, though an
appeal against their sentences is pending to the Appellate
Division.

MNearly fifty women are now scattered throughout the
country's jails. One cannot describe all the consequences

in human terms. One mother of a young infant went out

of her mind in jail; her baby then died, officially of enteritis,
but the jall inmates say it may have been enteritls but that
the child, & few weel’'s old, was only fed three times a day
and must have been half starved.

Terror in the Wlug_a;

_But even worse than this spate of arrests was the terror-

ism in the villages. Since about September th esquad under
Sergeant van Rooyen has been roaming the area “preserv-
ing law and order.”” It has “taken under its wing" the pro-
government chiefs such as Lucas Manyope of Motswedi and
Edward Lencoe of Witkleigat. It may be coincidental but
since this police squad have come Into the area there haa
been a most terrible and frightening campaign against the
people. -

One can tell the “horror” stories ad infinitum. Perhaps be-
cause I saw the victim so soon after the incident the one
that affected me most was the case of Mra., Maletsoe.
Bhe was one of a group of women at Witkleigat who
went to the Chief's kgotla to take a child of an arrested
woman there, On their arrival they were, according to
the story of her witness, surrounded by the Chief's regl-
ment and attacked by the Chief. Several of them were
injured, among them the three month old baby of Mrs.
Matlala, who was on her mother's back. But moat
injured was Makgors Maletsoa who came to Johan-
pnesburg half crazed with pain with an arm so badly
broken that even in these days of bed shortages she
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spent over a month at Baragwanath Hospital. A charge
was lald in November against the Chief. Until now no
steps have been taken to prosecute him,

These women were also detained for a night by the
Chief and with the full concurrence of 8gt. Van Rooyen
and his band. In fact the following morning the police
are alleged to have joined with the Chief in Intimidat-
ing the women by shooting into the ground in their
presence,

But thizs was not all,. Workers from Johannesburg re-
turning home to visit their families have been met at the
buses and thrashed by Chief’s men as they have climbed out.
This was at Witkleigat and Motswedl in particular. We
have geen the marks on many backs., These Chiefs have
threatened to teach “everyone from Johannesburg a les-

Meanwhile the Chiefs have been recruiting for their regi-
ments, Many people have refused to join and been duly
punished. Whereas previously it was an honour to be a
member of the regiments it has now for many become a
matter of being ready to beat up thelr own people. And

gradually the number of people opposing these chiefs has
pmuhanhiﬂ:hnv&h&memmmdmuﬂnppmq?&.

Where there Is no chief as in Linokana or where the
Chief has taken a neutral attitude to the government as at
Brakalale or at Braklaagte and not tried to imposa on the
will of the people thera has been no trouble. The trouble
has arisen In those areas whera the police have incited the
Chiefs to intimidate their psople.

Attacks on the people returning home from Johannesburg
became so bad that people were becoming desperate. They
were too worried about their families at home not to go
home and yet too afraid to go. To report the assaults to the
police has been a waste of time because without the support
of the police these actions by the chiefs woul dnot have been
possible. Despite the long-standing trouble in the area the
press has turped its back on events there, except for very
occasional and brief reports. Trouble seemed imminent just
before Christmas but it was not until some while later that
reporters in Zeerust to see what was happening were them-
gelves assaulted by members of & Chief's regiments, egged
on by Bergeant Van Rooyen. But by then there had been
the Christmas day disturbances which led to the burning
down of the houses of the pro-government chiefs, Edward
Lentzhe and others, and to the arrests of nearly 150 people
who are presently all cooped up In the Zeerust gaol (built to
hold about 75.)

These cases are sub judice; we can only say with the
background to these disturbances anyone with some under-
standing could see that something of the kind had fto happen.

Today, the Groot Marico district is a fear-ridden place-
Under cover of ssarching for the culprits for the arson, there
is wide-spread terror. Many of the people have fled from
their homes. Women and children are slesping in the hilla
around their villagés.

Chiefs who-oppose 1he government and repressnt the will
of their people are summarily deposed. Pro-government
chiefs must rule by terror, with armed police ever at their
elbows. The government's intervention in tribal affairs,
usurping the powers of the chiefs, inciting chiefs to rule by
the whip and the lash; has stripped bare its system of tribal
administration and has bullt up a hatred of puppet chiefa
and their trappings which must remaln indelible. Where
will it all end? It is hard to say. What began as demon-
strations against passed for women and tha deposal of a Chief
has turned into something far more coritical and in Zes-
rust thea Government faces the collapse of Hs empire of
Bantu Authorities and “yes-Chiefs”.
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THE MULTI-RACIAL CONFERENCE:
NEXT STEP TO UNITY

Twa yvears ago Mrs., “X" stood outside the Johannesburg

City Hall wearing a Black Bash and holding a placard:
“Defend the Constitution”. Now she was busy serving tea
to an ANC Executive member in the Witwatersrand Uni-
versity canteen.

The story of Mrs. “X's" evolution from a Defender to a
Critic of the Constitution was in many ways the story of
the Multi-Racial conference.

Called by the Interdenominational African Ministers Con-
ference, the Multi-Racial Conference showed that the anti-
apartheid tide is pulling stronger than ever before and among
more segments of the population than ever before.

Many of the Mr. and Mra. “X's"” who enthusiastically
rezsponded to the call, would have baulked at the idea of such
a meeting two years ago.

Yet there they were — 300 of them — in December 1857,
representing (in their private capacities) a formidable vari-
ety of interests, groups and trends of thought, but united
by a dominating single aim: to achieve a democratic multi-
racial South Africa.

The four conference commissions — on religion, civil
liberties, economics, and political arrangements — wera
attended by people from all walks of life: there were profes-
sors, trade unicnists, M.P.'s, lawyers, Archbishops, Benators,
bus boycotters, authors, a Rabbl, a Bishop, an ex-Judge,
priests and businessmen. There were members of the La-
bour Party, Liberal Party, Race Relations Institute, Federal
Party, Anti-Republican League, the Congresses and many
other groups.

It was the most representative convention yet to condemn
apartheid and cast its vote for a free Bouth Africa.

The conference expressed not only the significant repu-
diation by an Influential European minority (most of the
delegates were European) of white supremacy, but also the
growing desire among ALL anti-apartheid forces to pool
ideas, close ranks and map out the boundaries of agreement.

The holding of the conference placed the seal of recogni-
tion on four immensely important factors: One, the rapidly
growing strength of multi-racialism — the idea that in to-
morrow's South Africa all should have the vote. Two, the
gonviction that a united effort is required for the mighty
task of building a free society. Three, a sense of urgency
to ‘*get down to tha job". Four, a moving away from
purely parllamentary methods of pressure and struggle.

Many commentators described the conference as some-
thing akin to a miracle. “The biggest thing about it was
that it was held at all'" was a popular theme., To look at
the conference in this way iz a misplacement of emphasis.

History's Agenda

After all, a conference of the size, broadness and repre-
sentiveness was on the agenda of history for some time.
There was nothing outstanding or unexpected that the separ-
ate anti-apartheld interests in South Africa should wish to
get together. It was a natural, normal, predictable develop-
ment, anticipated by Congress many Years ago.

All 300 participants had not awoken one bright morning
and announced: "Let's bave a miracle! Let's have a multi-
racial conference!” The conditions for the conference were
prepared In the crucible of the successful mass struggles
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waged, under Congress leadership, particularly during the
last year, against the bastions of apartheid — especially
the bus and economic boycotts, anti-pass campaigns, and
the June 26 Stay-Away. These struggles, and the others —
such as the opposition to apartheid from the nurses, univer-
gities and workers — Impinged dramatically on the con-
gclousnesz of everyone in South Africa; they drew the
gharp dividing line between those who stood for and those
who stood against apartheid; they posed a challemge to the
peoples of South Africa which could not be evaded.

Surgiﬂ Currents

Yes, the conference 2 only a ‘miracle’, if it is divorced
from the surging currents of change about it; the impetus,
mood, and senze of urgency in which it was held were manu-
factured in the workshop of the extra-parliamentary strug-
gle. When COD was born soon after the Defiance Cam-
paign, the first link in the chain reaction set up by the
liberatory strugglez of the Non-European peoples was forg-
ed. Today COD iz an egual member of the Congress alll-
ance; and every new mass struggle produces a new series of
chain-reactions, bringing more people of all races into the
orbit of struggle, swinging the balance away from the pole
of reaction and white supremacy to the pole of democracy.

This was the setting and explanation of the multi-racial
conference; given the necessary goodwill, understanding and
desire for co-operation among all parties, there is not rea-
son why the future should produce bigger and better mani-
festations of multi-racial unity in Bouth Africa.

What then was the “biggrest thing"” about the Conference 7
Bearing in mind WHO was there, the most significant out-
come was on WHAT they agreed. One delegate said:; "This
conference should have been held § years ago”. Ewven if
it was possible to convene such a representative meeting
then, it is unlikely that its decisions could have paralleled
those of the Multi-Racial conference. Indeed only the bold-
est prophet would have dared predict two or three years ago
that the principle of “Votes-For-All", would have been en-
dorsed without opposition by such a representative group.

Naturally, delegates were not unanimous on all points;
some wanted rapid change, others wanted to go slow. But
on the most important question, there was unanimity, de-
monstrated by the spontaneous and prolonged applause
which greeted the chairman's announcement of the findings
on political arrangements.

Although delegates “agreed to disagres” on the mechanics
of transition from baasskap to democracy, they found firm
accord “that only universal adult franchise on a common
roll can meet the needs and aspirations of the people of this
country”. The conference accepted as its fundamental aim
“the creation in South Africa of a common society' and re-
golved to "start working immediately towards the achieve-
ment of the goal of universal adult franchise”. Buch a deci-
glon may be routine at a Congress meeting, but measured
against the character and composition of the conference it
was revolutionary and represented a tremendous advance in
South African thinking,

During the closing minutes, the Rev. Blaxall suggested
that the Conference should constitute itself as a permanent

{Continuéed on page 14)
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‘“‘Carbon Copy of the Nationalists”’

Nnrma]]:,r one would pay little at-
tention to the Africanist group.
They are a pint-sized, troublemak-
ing sect in the ANC whose stocks
are low and discredit high.
They are noisy and negligible,
extreme and eccentric. They have
no influence whatever over ANC

policy.
Raverse Mirror

Their sole claim to attention is that
they mirror in reverse tha policy of the
Mationalist Government, preaching the
same crude racialism. Mot without rea-
son have the Africanists been described
ag “the black cousins of the Nats".

Although the Africanists pay lip-ser-
vice to the ANC, they do not in any
real sense subscribe to Congress poli-
jey. For they do not want to destroy
racial discrimination, the colour bar,
tyranny and inhuman oppression; they
merely desire that they, rather than
the Nats should impose these practices.
The Africanists would like to grab the
machine of racial oppression and pre-
gerve it intact, so that they could use it
against their enemies — all the Whites,
all the Coloureds, all the Indians, and
all other "foreigners™.

The Africanists are the illegitimate
offspring of an immoral union between
Afrikaner nationalism and the most po-
litically backward elements of the larg-
est oppressed national group.

In spirit they are clozer to the Nats
than the Congresses.

Carbon Copy

Despite the pretentious African-
ist claim fo embody a simon-pure
nationalism, untainted by dirty
“foreign ideologies”, a close look at
Africanism reveals it to be a black
carbon copy of Afrikaner Nation-
alism. :

Both Nats and Africanists (1)
subscribe to the principle of one-
race domination and discrimina-
tion against persons of different
gkin-colours (2) claim that their
group was “planted in South Afri-
ca by Providence to fulfil a divine
destiny” (3) demand the predom-
inant position of the chosen volk
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or nation, who will monopolise all
political privileges, and suppress
the rights, national culture, and
traditions of other groups (4) at-
tack the Freedom Charter, the
Congress alliance and the United
MNations charter of Human Rights
(5) would like to see a Nat vic-
tory (6) and are against a “coffee-
coloured” race.

One doesn't need & course in elemen-
tary politics to spot the hallmarks of
MNazizm and Strijdomism epgraved on
thiz Africanism; naturally, the African-
istz sometimes try to camouflage these
Elve-away clues and to pose as “itrue
African nationalists"”. They deceive no
one, however, and their position inside
the ANC is, and has always been, pre-
carious., At the last ANC conference,
in fact, there was a powerful demand to
“get rid of the worm in our apple®.

The demand was based on the argu-
ment that while the broad, heterogene-
pus ANC had offered a home to the
Africanists, the ANC was as fundamen-
tally opposed to the Black Africanism of
Leballo & Co. as to the White African-
ism of Strijdom & Co. It was argued
that while the Africanists stood for a
selfish, narrow, exclusive, racialistic na-
tionalizm, based on hatred and contempt
of other natlonal groups, the Congresses
personified a true South African patri-
otizm, opening itz ranks to all South
Africans without discrimination, and
fighting for the equal rights of all peo-
ple in Tomorrow's South Africa, based
on mutual respect,

MNarrow Sect

Even if the ANC does not deal
with the Africanists, history itself
will take a hand. Lessons of suc-
cessful liberatory movements, in
colonial countries, indicate that
the Africanist brand of ideology
never enjoyved any popularity.
These movements did not evolve
their democratic philosophies in
the oppressors’ schools. They did
not say: “Let’'s see what our E]E-
pressors say, and then take the
same line, only in reverse.” In-
stead they based their struggles
on the imperishable democratic

Says Simon Swann

principles which are built into the
foundations of congress alliance.

And that is why the negative Af-
ricanist ideas, which have so far
failed to take root in the sub-soil
of the Congress movement will
continue to remain the property of
only a small, intellectual sect.

All this makes the attitude of certain
Non-European papers who portray the
Africanists as a powerful group, poised
to “capture™ Congress, and who allege
that Africanist Ideas are fully accepted
in the ANC, seem rather puzzling. Do
they support the Africanists or are they
merely sensation-mongering? Omne 18
especially surprised at “Drum" announc-
ing solemnly: “Congrezs I8 turning Af-
ricanist, and doesn't even know it".

Evidence?

To Congressmen, who after all,
should be in the know, this will
come as news. If the Africanists
were really so powerful, surely the
last ANC conference should have
afforded some evidence, however
slight, of the fact? Yet whenever
Africanists emerged in their true
colours they were severely re-
buffed by conference. A daring
racialist amendment to the ANC
constitution proposed by African-
ists elicited only 2 votes — those
of the proposer and seconder.
Later, when the Africanists
mounted an all-out full-scale at-
tack on the Freedom Charter, they
succeeded in mustering no more
than 5 (out of 305) delegates to
support them.

S0 much for the theory of
“Drum"” and “Bantu World” that
Congress has been split and/or
captured by Africanists, It is a
lamentable reflection on the jour-
nalistic standards of these papers
that racialism is “better news”
than multi-racial co-operation.
And even more lamentable is their
depiction of the Africanists in
such a way as to enhance the pres-
tige of this malodorous group at
the expense of Congresses’ consis-

tent struggle for freedom and de-
mocracy.
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icanists’

“No!” Says Umlweli, “Loyal
m Congress-Men of the Future?”

Jt is easy enough to be cutting and
sarcastic about the so-called
“Africanists” as Mr. Swann is.
They are noisy, and they are a
nuisance, and they are wrong. I
don't agree with them at all, and
because some of these people are
forever intriguing and making
mischief they can be positively
dangerous to Congress unity in
these critical times. For all that,
I can't agree at all with Mr.
Swann's approach and attitude.

I think he makes the cardinal
mistake of equating the national-
ism of a subject, downtrodden peo-

ple with that of a dominant group.
People who are humiliated and des-

pised at every turn, who are inculcated
in a thousand disgusting ways, with the
false idea that they are raclally inferior,
turn naturally, when they awaken to
political econsclousness, to feelings of
national pride and assertiveness. They
reject with scorn the pretensions of the
“master race"”, they come to hate and
despize the so-called “Herrenvolk' it-
self — and not entirely without reason,
for those who think and behave as if
they were supermen invariably become
lezs than human.

First Steps

No advanced South African, least of
all a Congressman, has the right to
eneer at thiz sort of nationalism when
it shows Itself among the African peo-
ple. For it is a basically hopeful thing.
It is the first step away from the ser-
vila spirit and dumb acceptance of one's
lot which ara the chief allies of oppres-
sion. It is the first, essential, step to-
wards the lofty humanism to which the
leaders and older members of the ANC
have graduated in the school of experi-
ence and struggle side by side with de-
mocrats of other races who proved un-
der fire their right to partnership. In-
deed I ean well remember the days when
many of the senior leaders of the ANC
— today the staunchest upholders of
the multi-national ideal and the Con-
gress Alliance — used to think and
carry on not very differently from the
“Africanists" of today.
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Two Mationalisms

That is why I don't like Mr.
Swann's intolerance towards these
so-called ‘Africanists’. Still less
do I like his facile comparison be-
tween their outlook and that of the
Afrikaner nationalists: “a black
carbon copy” as he somewhat of-
fensively puts it. Of course all
nationalisms have something in
common, and in any given situa-
tion it is not too difficult to draw
parallels as he has done. But in
seeking out superficial resemb-

FIGHTING TALK Iinvites read-
ers' contributions on this topic.
Material for the March issus must
reach P.0. Box 1355, Johannes-
burg by February Z5.

lances (some of them pretty far-
fetched) he has blinded himself to
the fundamental objective differ-
ence between the nationalism of
oppressed and oppressor groups.

Afrikaner nationalism as expressed
by the present Nationalist Party, bes
longs to the latter category. It has lost
whatever progressive content it had in
its anti-imperialist heyday (always com-
promised by its colour-chauvinism) and
devotes itself exclusively to inflaming
racial arrogance and exclusiveness in
order to fortify and extend the selfish
privileges of a national minority. The
Mationalist Party today is looked upon
with contempt and disgust all over the
world, whereas fifty or sixty years ago
its predecessors enjoyed universal sym-
pathy and respect. Why? EBEecause it
has turned into reactionary imperialism
with a strong smell of Nazl ideology in-
io the bargain.

There is no section of the African Na-
tional movement which can, In its ob-
Jective historical role; fairly be compar-
ed with this notorious Party. (Of course
I leave out of account those jackals and
puppets of White domination; the col-
laborators who represent nothing and
nobody.) However crude and backward
the views of some African natiomalists

may seem to the more advanced sec-
tion, they nonetheless represent an ob-
jectively progressive tendency, which
must be educated and brought forward,
oot scorned and driven out.

Who Are These "Africanists”?

Considered within this frame of resi-
dence, who are those whom Mr., Swann
refers to as "Africanists’”, and what
should be done about them? It seems
to me important that we must distin-
guish here. I think we have, on the
one hand, a large number of enthusias-
tic young Congress members who, some-
times get critical of some section’s of
Congress leadership — and sometimes
make political mistakes.

There are, let us be frank about it,
people in leading positions in Congress
who selze upon these mistakes, labal all
these people as "Africanists" and try,
thus, to smear, to silence, and even to
expel them.

Secondly, on the other hand, we find
a little intellectual eclique which calls
Hself “Africanist” and is obviously out,
by intrigue and manceuvre, to “capture”
the Congress. I don't think there is any
danger of their succeeding — the ANC
is far too mature and firm of principle
to permit any such thing. But I would
say this: Congress, however broad and
tolerant, must draw the line somewhere
If it is to preserve discipline and unity.
If members infringe the rules and con-
stitution; if they continuously run to
antl-Congress newspapers with hostile
and untrue storles; If they use the Con-
gress platform to propagate views which
they know to be in conflict with Con-
gress policy; if they run from branch
to branch building a separate organi-
sation Ingide Congresa with its own
separiate platform — then I agree, soon-
er or later, after a fair enquiry, such
people, whatever their views, must be
excluded from Congress.

This is quite a different matter from
trying to deal with incorrect views by
means of administrative methods. Of
course every good Congressman will do
hiz best to see that all members share
the outlook and support the agreed
policy of Congress. But how are we to

(Continued on next page)
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BARBARA CASTLE: Britain’s Next
Colonial Secretary?

wide-awake progressive jour-

nalist doesn't need more thf.m
a week here to obtain the material
necegsary for a fair word-picture
of South Africa. Racialism dis-
figures our whole face, Racialist
drivel slobbers from the mouths
of most of our White countrymen.
It blackens the columns of our
newspapers.

All the same, whenever a visitor
comes here to write about us the
press puts up exactly the same per-
formance. Let the visitor dare re-
mark that he sees a pimple on our
ugly face, or that the words we

THE AFRICANISTS

{Continued from previous page)

do that? By patient explanation and
persuasion. surely; not by organisation-
gl methods and expulsions. If we try to
do the Ilatter, especially on a group
basis, and especially with so0 amorphous
and ill-defined group as these "African-
ists" we shall find we have set out on a
dangerous road. Witch-hunting and
“smelling-out” will become the order of
the day. Incompetent and unpopular
office-bearers, regentful of criticism and
anxious to retain their positions, will
accuse every critic of disloyalty and
“Africanism”. Free, creative discussion
will disappear. Congress will dwindle
to a narrow sect, permitting only one
orthodoxy, instead of the broad demo-
cratic movement we know today, em-
bracing every patriotic shade of opinion,
and every class of society: workers and
businesg men, farmers and farmwork-
ers, students, professional men and wo-
men, chiefs and commoners.

“"The World" and "Drum', for rea-
sons of thelr own, exaggerate as Mr,
Swann rightly points out, the influence
and importance of the “Africanist re-
volt'. Some people will always, out of
malice or & desire for sensation, mag-
nify every difference that arizeg in the
people’s movement. But these things
must not throw us off balance. They
must not lead us to adopt harsh and
uncomradely methods against those
who, however confusedly, are om our
alde.

Some of these “Africanists™ may turn
out to be mere windbags, self-seekers
and mischief makers. But | predict
that others among them, given experi-
ence and responsibility, will turn out to
be logical and valuable Congressmen.
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By
LIONEL FORMAN

use are obscene, or that the harsh-
ness of our voice sends a shiver
up the spine, and the newspapers
call in their hacks to jeer and
sneer and jibe. Not, of course,
that they deny that there iz a pim-

le, No, not even they would be

razen enough to deny that. What
makes them cross is the fact that
the visitor has claimed to see the
pimple after being here only one
week., The idea, apparently, 1s
that if the visitor stayed and look-
ed at the pimple from all angles
for a lifetime, he might decide that
it was really a beauty spot.

To this normal course of events, Bar-
bara Castle’'s visit was no exception.
Mrs, Castle came here knowing exactly
what to expect, because even in England
there are books and lectures and dis-
cussions on South Africa, and to a dis-
cerning reader like her our State Infor-
mation Office's official propaganda di
gest gives a more revealing picture of
Mationalist hypoerisy than Eric Louw
dreams of.

Knowing what apartheid means, Bar-
bara Castle came here convinced that it
was something damnable. The purposa
of her visit was to see some of its ini-
quities for herself, to write it up for
the Sunday Pictorial, to win further sup-
port for the Treason Trial Defence Fund
in Britain, to collect material for art-
icles and speeches in parliament.

Cabinet Candidate

Why? Partly because she is a jour-
palist om an assipnment which inter-
ests her, partly because she Is a socialist
and a life-long fighter against fascism.
And partly because she has a clear eye
on a seat in the next Labour cabinet.
The ministry she wants is the Colonial
Office. South Africa is wery much
bound up with the problems the British
Colonial Secretary will have to face in
Africa, and the Federation, which she
also visited, will probably be the tough
est nut a Labour government will have
to erack. When Gaitskell picks his ca-
binet Barbara wants him to remember
that she's an expert on Africa — hasn't
she just been there?

Not so very long ago a British La-
bour leader who wisited Houth Africa
would automatically look for his main

gource of information and opinion to the
hig shots of the old Trades and Labour
Council, the Labour Party and the
United Party. He wouldn't go near the
Congresses. One of the most significant
things about Barbara Castle’s visit was
the fact that she took it for granted
that the only really important people Lo
see were those active in the Congresses.
8he spent much of her time with mem
bers of the African National Congress,
the Congress of Democrats, the 3.A.
Congresa of Trade Unions and the In-
dian Congresses.

It didn't even enter her mind to visit
the Trade Union Council officials and
ask for their assistance. The once au-
thoritative White trade union leaders
have, as a result of their craven com-
promises with apartheid, lost whatever
respect there was for them in the past.

She couldn't find a prominent Nation
alist who was willing to defend the Nat
point of wiew, and the United Party
people filled her with disgust. “They
would agres with every thing I sald and
then wall '‘But what can we do about it?"
without an ounce of fight in their
bodies,"” she told me.

The Woman

What sort of a woman |z Barbara
Castle? A week's acguaintance with
Bouth Africa i= emough to lay bare the
soul of apartheld. But it isn't enough
time in which to get to know a woman,
speclally a complex opne like Barbara
Castle,

The surface sketch is easy. The first
time wou talk to her she gives the im-
presgion that she iz flustered, a little
breathless and bewildered by the com
plexity of everything. "Ah", everyone
says at once, "An act. She's not like
that at all underneath. TUnderneath
she's a pretty hard cookie,” Amnd every-
one is right. She certainly is.

Bhe has a delightful personality,
bubbling over with good humour, brim-
ful of vitality, alert and keen-witied.
And, like most women with these quali
ties, she is nice to look at.

I'd sum her up like this. A wonderful
person to have as a friend. But cer-
tainly a hell-eat to have as an enemy.

A few questions, and this is the back-
ground to Barbara.

Climbing U
Her other name i3 Anne. BShe's 46
years old. Bhe's one of those relatively
{Continued on back page)
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Dlego Rivena

American novelist ALBERT MALTZ writes a tribute to Mexico's artist of the people.

Dlegu Rivera died along toward mid-

night of a Sunday night. The Mon-
day morning newspapers were able to
carry only a brief announcement, but
that was sufficient to bring many hun-
dreds of people to his studic. Allowing
for his extremely wide acquaintanceship
— sinee he was a friendly man who even
enjoyed conversation while painting —
thiz response to his death was both na-
tural and conventional. By five o'clock
in the afternoon, howewver, hia coffin
was lying in state in the National Pal-
ace of Fine Arts — and then something
began to occur that revealz a good deal
about the meaning an artist can have
for his =ociety.

It is Mexican custom for burial to
take place within a day, or a day and a
half, after death. The family maintains
an all night vigil by the bier, and the
night of mourning is shared by friends
of the deceased . In "Diego’'s” case the
friends who came during the night were
in the many thousands — the estimates
have varied from twenty to thirty thou-
sand — and most had never spoken to
him or shaken his hand. I speak of
him as “Diego” because that is how he
was known to the populace at large, If
one asked a cab driver to take one to
Diege's studio, there rarely was any
question about who or where.

The Palace of Fine Arts i= a wvery
large building of mixed classiec and ro-
coco architecture. It has an immense
foyer that was designed to be impres-
slve, and is. Bullt upon several levels
with intervening flights of stairs, it has
a high, domed ceiling that is supported
by towering columns of exquisite mar-
ble. At its rear the foyer gives en-
trance to an auditorium and, by flanking
&taircases, to upper floors where one
finds murals by Rivera, Orozco, and
Siquieros, as well as a State collection
of paintings. Rivera’s coffin, draped
with the green, white, and red of the
Mexiean flag, and with candles five
feet high burning at each corner, rested
on the middle level.

As might have been expected, among
those who came to express condolences
to the family, and to stand honour
guard by the coffin for five or ten min-
utes, were many of the most celebrated
public figures of the country — political
leaders, educators, artists, scientists —
professionals from every fleld. It was
apparent, moreover, that despite the
widest range of philosophic and reli-
gious differences among them. all were
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moved by & sincere desire to pay hom-
age to an artist of unusual stature and
achievement who had béen & commun-
ist, an atheist, and a general all-around
hell-raizer.

By seven o'clock at night, however,
the nature of the gathering began to
change. TUntil then the majority of
thoze present had been dressed neatly
or well, and it was clear that they
moved in circles that had made for pre-
vious acquaintance — the handshakes
and the embraces were frequent. But
then, as university classez let out, as
offices closed and workingmen left fac-
tories, the anonymous began to arrive.
For the most part they were less well
dressed or shabby, less well nourished
or bone thin, and they encountered mo
one there with whom they were ac-
quainted. There were a good many
students in wind breakers or worn jac-
kets, booka under thelr arms — those
students of whom one koew that too
many were suffering under a heart-
breaking grind of school, poorly paid
outside jobs, and malnutrition. There
were men in overalls or denim, and there
were many of the hard-driven white
collar clasa — the elementary school
teachers whose pay is thirty-two dol-
lars & month, and the government em-
ployees who sell textiles or drive a taxi
after hours, There was at least one
group of farmers inm white cotton shirts
and trousers, straw sombreros in their
hands, rope sandals on their feet, who
looked precisely like the photographs
of the generation that had marched with
Zapata for land and liberty. One spe-
culated whether they had taken a bus
to the eity upon hearing the news, or
already had been there on business and
had postponed their departure. It
meant the same, of course. Most sur-
prising of all were the number of wo-
men with infants wrapped in rebozos
or leading minor children — more In-
dian than Spanish in complexion and
feature — these women and their child-
ren whom Rivera had painted on wall
and canvas for thirty years.

If one had any doubt of why these
"anonymous” mournsrs had come to the
Palace of Fine Arts, thelr actions made
the reason clear. It was not to express
condolences to a family unknown to
them; they never could have been so
forward. It was not for reasons of sen-
sation, or from the desire to gawk at
the celebrated people they assumed
would be there, They came gquietly,

they stood quietly on a line that stret-
ched seventy-five yards out to the cold
strect, and they waited their turn to
stand by the coffin and say silent fare-
well to a man who had meant something
to them. And when they had done that,
they departed.

In the late afternoon the guard
around the coffin had congisted of five
people or so on either side, and these
had remained for ten minutes before
giving way to others. As the evening
went on the guard began to number
thirty, and the time allowed them for
their silent homage was reduced to five
minutes, and then finally to one. So it
continued throughout the night and un-
til the next day at noon when the cor-
tege left for the cemetery with a multi-
tude walking behind it.

If one were making a thorough ana-
lysizs of this phenomenon, more than
one factor would have to be taken into
account — for instance, national pride
in a celebrated figure. This pride, in
a nation of Mexico's size, with Mexico's
history of colonial and semi-colonial
oppression, is always expressed when
one of its sons walks upon the world
scene. Thus, it would be difficult to
exaggerate the groan of dismay that re-
cently sounded in Mexico on the night
its contender for the hantam weight
championship of the world lost a close
decision, MNevertheless, I feel sure that
two factors predominated in the crea-
tion of this wvital relationship between
Rivera and the Mexican people.

The first iz that Rivera and other
artists were given government wallz to
paint on. and subsidised by government
funds to create their murals, Historl-
cally, this has been one of the fascinat-
ing results of the 1910-1920 revolution.
The ancient peoples of Mexico, before
the Spanish conguest, developed the
mural art te so fine a degree that pig-
ments they used still cannot be dupli-
cated. But for four centuries after the
Conquest this form of painting was not
cultivated. It was the revolutionary
government from 1020 on that spon-
sored the revival of wall murals in pub-
lic buildings. This means something
extraordinary: that thousands upon
thousands of Mexican public officials,
for three decades and a half (1922-
1967), have consistently beem art con-
scious. Many factors have operated to
make this g0, bk the fact stands,
Without this fact Rivera undoubtedly
would have remained the easel painter
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South Africa Now

Have yvou locked the doors?

Is the fire dead?
Do you hear the paws

Have you put the wool
In the tiger's mouth?
Then =leep, sleep, fool —

Put up the chain?
Then strike a match

When you awake,
The dawn's red eye

will show the grey flakes

Of plushsmooth mice that smelled the cat, and fled?

Have you tested the ecatch,

All your sad and stricken dreams in rout.

And burn the whole safe structure down again.

Asherumbled, the walls gone; the roof open to the sky.

RUTH MILLER.

he was before his return from Europe
to Mexlco, He was then a man in his
middle thirties who had been painting a
good many years — but he was not &
muralist. And if he had neot become
a muralist, his powers a8 an artist
never would have become the property
of a people. Those who enter art gal-
leries in Mexico are as small a section
of the population as in any other land.

The second factor that created the
vital link between Rivera and the peo-
ple of Mexico was the content of his
painting, the very purpose behind his
mural work. Rufino Tamaye, for In-
gtance, is an artist of undoubted tech-
nical skill, but what he paints is eso-
teric, if not empty. His work is of no
importance to the Mexican people at
large. It is a peculiar Ilrony, inciden-
tally, that the two walls of the Palace
of Fine Arts that are covered by Ta-
mayo's private musings are in the foyer
and looked down upon Rivera's coffin.

On lllustration can give an indication
of the meaning of Rivera's murals to
the Mexican people. An hour south of
Mexico City is Cuernavaca, capital of
the agricultural state of Morelos. The
main government offices are in the
Cortez Palace — an enormous, stone
fortress built by Cortez himself. On
the highest level of the building there
is a long, covered portico where Cor-
tez undoubtedly strolled, and from
which look-outs could have surveyed the
entire valley that stretches off to the
horizon. On the walls of the portico
Rivera painted a clear, dramatic and

FPage Twelve

passionate representation of the Spanish
congquest of Morelos and Cuernavaca,
and of the nature of the brutal rule that
followed. He also, in one panel, me-
morialised Zapata, the Incorruptible
leader of the peasants of Moreles, who
stands in this work as the symbol of
the revolutionary forces that freed Me-
xieo from its feudal strait jacket. To
view this mural one must ascend sever-
al flights of stairs, and there is no pur-
pose in climbing these stairs other than
to see the mural. Peasants who come
to the many, varied offices in the Cor-
tez Palace do not have to pass the mu-
ral in order to accomplish their errands.
Yet, on the dozen or so occasions in
which I have been standing on that por-
tico, the flow of “non-art-goers” has
been ever present. I recall a particular
Sunday and a particular family consist-
ing of moustachoed grandfather in his
white cotton sult, a couple in their thir-
ties, and their five children ranging
from an adolescent boy to an infant
wrapped in a rebozo. It was clear, not
only that they were farmers, but that
they were poor farmers, and one knew
that all but the children of school age
were likely to be llliterate, or near illi-
terate. The grandfather was talking
softly, pointing to this panel and that,
reading aloud from a “book" that even
he could read, anxious that his family
should understand their history and
thelr revolutionary heritage. Rivera's
mural has been speaking like this to un-
told thousands of Mexicans In the thirty
years since he completed it

His death was premature in two
senses. He was a man of immense vi-
gour and, like Titian, was made to paint
until he was ninety-nine and only then
to be cut off by the accident of a pla-
gue. As late as a few Years ago one
ecould observe Rivera on a scaffold from
seven thirty in the morning until dusk
made work impossible — and know that
he would be up half the night in conver-
sation, participating in a song fest, pre-
paring sketches for another work, or
escorting a lady. The cancer that des-
troyed him was truly wanton. In addi-
tion, it was regrettable that he couldn’t
have had more time to work in a new
technique that has come into being in
mural work in this decade — the out-
door mural executed in coloured glass
or stone. This, uzing the skill of Italian
artizans, is a remarkably fruitful devel-
opment. It frees the artist from the
limitation of working only within build-
ings because it gives him a technical
medium that can withstand the weather.
One has only to see the stunning murals
by José Chavez Morado at the National
University or on the Department of
Communications building to appreciate
the rich significance of this develop-
ment.

Thirty-five years have passed sinece
Mexican mural painting began ita splen-
did course, and the Mexican government
today is no longer the child of a revelu-
tion eager to experiment in every direc-
tion. But, to its immense credit, it still
is giving walls to its artists. One won-
ders when other governments will be-
come equally mature in appreciating
the contribution that art can make to
the life of a society.

| "“In the Kingdom of Tribnia, by
the Matives called Langdon . . .

The Bulk of the People consist, in a
Manner, wholly of Discoverers,
Witnesses, Informers, Accusers,
Prosecutors, Evidences, Swearers

.. It is first agreed, and settled
among them, what suspected Per-
sons shall be accused of a Plot:
Then, effectual Care is taken to
secure all their Letters and Pa-
pers, and put the Owners in
Chains. These papers are deliver-
ed to a Sett of Artists, very dex-
terous in finding out the mysteri-
ous Meanings of Words, Syllables
and Letters.”

SWIFT.
Gullivers Travels.
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STOP RE-ARMING — TALK NOW

A plea for the stopping of nuclear tests and arming and for top-evel peace talks by
PROFESSOR J. D. BERNAL, one of Britain's leading scientists.

he decision to continue or end the cold war can-
not be put off much longer. It will have to be
settled in a debate in which now not merely govern-
ments and parliaments, but the whole of the people
must take part before it is too late.
For the material danger is great: indeed, it cannot be

greater,
Planes carrying hydrogen bombs are flying overhead,
gites for rocket bases, aimed at Soviet citles, are planned in

Britain. The United States military budget has been in-
creased by £2 billion — more than the total cost of Bri-
tain’s own swollen arms budget — for a defence that now
even our Government does not claim to provide.

What does that mean, concretely ?

At any moment a hydrogen-homb-carrying plane may
crash in flames somewhere in England. The bomb may
not go off, but merely burn, and its contents are very com-
bustible in the ordinary way.

& Where the smoke carrying plutonium comes down—
and it may be guite & stretch of countryside or town—
there will be contamination far worse than Windscale,
and it will last far longer: the half life of plutonium is

over 20,000 years.
A "Mistake'

But that will be nothing to what would happen if an
American pilot were to drop a hydrogen bomb by mistake
anywhere in the world. Bombing and counter-bombing will
start, leaving little but corpses in this country and only a
remnant of the human race anywhere else, For now the
citles of the United States are also in range, and war has
become total madness and mass sulcide.

Instead of plunging deeper into preparations for faster
and more expensive slaughter, we should be finding the way
to international agreement. This is fully realised in the
Soviet Union. Mr., Khrushchov himself told me: *“Co-exist-
ence is the only sane policy left for mankind."

But it is still a lesson that has to be driven home to poli-
cians on both sides of the Atlantic.

« Beientists, who saw the danger first, have been getting
together from all parts of the world to denounce the folly
and wickedness of nuclear war and itz preparation.

Nearly 10,000 of the most eminent — from America and
the Soviet Union, from Britain, France, Japan and Ger-
many — enemies of the cold war as of the world wars, all
uniting in signing Professor Pauling's anti-war protest.

Long and serious discussions on the dangers of nueclear
war and nuclear tests have been held on the same wide basis,
and, this is perhaps more important, no body of scientists
has dared publicly to take an opposite view., They cannot
deny the facts, and, in Bertrand Russell's phrase, “Those
who know most are the most concerned.”

In the face of this, it is redoubled folly to cling to poli-
cles of building more and more bombs and rockets and re-
jecting any serious talk about disarmament, the banning of
bomb tests and the settlement of outstanding disputes in

Germany and the Middle East.
U.5. Policy

This is (stripped of itz phrases) the present United
States policy, and the one to which Britain's Government
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has committed us without consulting Parliament or people.

It can lead to nothing except war, and it may not always
be possible in the future, as it has been in the past, to stop
right on the brink.

Some of the military men and their political and business
backers, who persist in this policy, have put forward a half-
way house of “limited" nuclear war, where bombs far greater
than those which destroyed Hiroshima are to be used on
selected military targets,

The deaths of hundreds of millions of people who, in &

crowded country like our own or Germany, happen to live
near military targets, would be incidental.

And once the bomba start falling, how will it be poasible
to avoid slipping into a general indiscriminate bomb-dropping
of total and final war?

Mo, the only good rule iz to abolish nuclear warfare alto-
gether and to stop all other kinds of warfare as well.

Most people In the world have enough sense to want to
stop it all as from now in one great international decision.

But if there iz still too much distrust to do this, we could
proceed by stages, as long as there was a clear decision that
we were going in the direction of peace, and not just mark-
ing time, as disarmament discussions have done for 12 years,

@ We could start with such proposals as an atom-free
zone in Central Europe, as the Poles have suggested, and
stopping arms exports to the Middle East, the next most
likely starting point of another war,

Common Need

That is why it is essential, as soon as possible, to get the
Heads of Governments together.

Thiz time, the peoples of the world are anxious, aware,
and determined to see that the declaration of peace is not
whittled away in Foreigm Offices but leads to immediate
and effective action.

The people of Britain are roused as they never have been
on this issue of atomic warfare.

Already the hopes of a better future are being destroyed
and the Welfare Btate for which they struggled so long I3
being dismantled hit by bit in the interests of profit and
war preparation. This iz more than people can stand.

All over the country old and new organisations are form-
ing and merging into one great movement with a common
policy, which includes:

& The stopping of tests and of making nuclear wea-
pons;

@ The refusal to set up rocket bases in Britain;

@ A nuclear weapon free zone in Europe;

@ Frogress to real disarmament,

@ And, as a means for securing these objectives as
soon as possible, the immediate calling of a meeting of
the Heads of Governments.

This is the policy which was urged on the Parliamentary
leaders by the British Peace Committes deputation on Janu-
ary Z3.

It was put forward clearly and foreibly by Aneurin Bevan
in his world radio Interview of January @ last.

It is, In effect, the policy not only of the whole Labour
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movement but of the majority of the people of Great Britain
today, as opinion polls show,

There are differences of emphasis and of the order of
putting such proposals into action. Some want Britain to
act alone, others to strive first to influence its allies.

Mo 'Split'

The enemies of peace will make much of such differences;
but they should not be allowed to split & movement when its
activity is already shaking the Government and forcing it
to pay at least lip service to peace.

An organised movement of this strength and extent

could, if it remained wunited, force the Government to
change its policy and take the lead in securing world peace.

=
 ——

MULTI-RACIAL CONFERENCE

{Continued from page 7)

organization. Muech though the delegates sympathised with
the idea of an umbrella multi-racial body, the suggestion
was rejected as premature.

The issues raised by Rev. Blaxall's proposal exposed both
the strength and limitations of the conference.

On the one hand the conference showed that all the anti-
apartheid forces could get together, in formidable strength,
and map out an impressive, common area of unity. On the
other, however, the very diversity of interests represented,
made it difficult to harness them for concerted, common ac-
tion.

In other words the conference emphasised points of agree-
ment but could not — and wisely, did not attempt to —
create the orpanisational machinery to realise its unity in
political action (although a FPlanning Committee will im-
plement conference decisions).

The Multi-Racial Conference turned out to be a grand in-
quest on apartheid, an affirmation of faith in tomorrow's

Once Britain does so, its N.A.T.O. allies, already under
strong pressure from their own peoples, would join in break-
ing away from the sterile and fatal policy of Dulles and
Eisenhower.

In this decisive moment Britain's people bear a great —
perhaps the greatest — responsibility.

They are not alone, but are supported by a great move-
ment for peace throughout the whole world — which will
find expression at the Congress for Disarmament and Inter-
national Co-operation, called by the World Council of Peace
for this summer.

With determination and unity, national and international,
the madness of hydrogen-bomb war can be checked, and the
resources of sclence turned to making a world where all the
peoples live in wealth and security.

free Bouth Africa, a forum in which accord could be found
between the forees which are moving to change South Africa.

The mood of delegates, as they left the conference, how-
ever, was that it was the opening, not the end, of a chapter.
“Where do we go from here?” seemed to be the question
in their minds. And rightly so. In charting an encourag-
ingly wide area of agreements, the conference laid the
foundation for unity in action in many fields. To realise
its potentials, however, the Multi-Racial Conference must
develop muscles,

But muscles are not acquired overnight, and the conver-
sion of theoretie agreements into starting points of politl-
cal activity is & step by step process, In the present favour-
able atmosphere, however, the poasibilities for strengthen-
ing the unity found at conference are great. A first and
necessary move In this direction should be an attempt by
organisations — whose members attended conference — to
get together and hammer out political concepts which they
can agree to pursue in joint action,

If the unity-in-spirit of conference can be paralleled by
practical unity-in-action, the Multi-Raclal Conference may
indeed turn cut to be a turning point in our history.
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Angry Man’s Curse

Don't read this Hell; nol
If your stomach Is weak, My verse bursts
If you shock easily. In your face,

Rather turn the page,
Close you ears,

Eyes too,

Than face this.

I"'m usually hungry,
Always tired;

You've burnt my temper —

@ Short!

You're caught —
Rat-trapped by the tall.
Caught — in Houghton,

You thought postry
Was of pressed roses,

:lnnn-lﬂ' :“’ Parktown, Anglo-Vaal,

ove-song

Song-birds, Muizenberg beach,

Wind In thes trees! Riding the Blue Train . ..

To stroke you, You will writhe,

Socothe you, Helpless,

Or perhaps to daze and A back-broken snaks,
bamusa you . . . R

Words,

Parodizing meaning. By my verse.
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Like an angry man's curse!

But you still look Love?

For love-songs? What sort?

You listen — Like mercy

You lie back, Of the whirl-wind,

Like a bloated balch,
In stomach-rumbling
Ease!

I caught T.B.

On the concrete
Farm-jail floors —
(Jou pas, kaffir).
My love retches,
Black spit bubbling,
In your mines;

Sobs In the “kwsla™,
Your tumbril patrol-van.
Motorized,

Efficient.

Or a beggar's charity?

My mouth's dry,

My heart

As bitter as Bethal's sand
{Once, Wise Men went there.
Mow, they leave).

| can't tall you

Of tha washed-out
Cinema-styled
Caricature

YOU call love —
Dressed in verse

Like a Paris model,
With a public smile —
Tha world's whorel

MERVYN.
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Recently, five delegates from
Zanzibar on their way to the Afro-
Asian Solidarity Conference in
Cairo, were hauled off their plane
at Nairobi, and bundled back
home. Many of the countries of
Africa had no representatives at
that Conference—and not because
they did not care about it. The
frontier lines drawn across our
continent, the fear with which our
masters look upon us coming to-
gether, not only keep us physi-
cally apart, but tend to keep our
eves fixed on our own backyvards.
Now from across the Atlantic
comes a book by an American Ne-
gro socialist, which sees Africa as
& whole, as one unit,

Moving with ease in succeeding para-
graphs from Kenya, to French Equa-
torial Africa and then to Liberia and
South Africa, one gains a vital impres-
glon of the sweeping and irresistible
surge of the peoples of Africa towards
freedom from foreign domination and
exploitation, This refusal to divide Afri-
ca into artificial compartments is one of
the many virtues of this book, one that
iz going to have a lasting effect om
African thinking.

Two Difficult Problems

The greatest value of Dr. Hunton's
fourteen years of work lies, howewver,
in the material which he has brought
together to enable discussion, on a new
and higher level, of two wvery difficult
problems that worry national liberation
and workers' organisations throughout
Africa, Firstly, there is the problem
of defining one's attitude to economic
development with the aid of foreign
capital. Secondly, a serious political
movement capnot today stand aloof
from the problems created by the Cold
War, It must have a forelgn policy.

Two examples taken at random will
show how real these problems are. In
Uganda there was considerable oppo-
gltlon to the Owen Falls project and the
industrial development which followed.
Right or wrong? Different African
trade union centres are affiliated to
different world trade union bodies. {The
ICFTU break from the WFTU was af-
ter all a Cold 'War move). On our own
deoorstep there has been discussion about
whether Congressmen should wvisit =o-
cialist countries.

On both these problems, although they
are not dealt with as such, Dr. Hunton
haz brought together a mass of facts
which have never before been so0 readily
avallable.

Fighting Talk - February, 1853,

Conflict in

Woealth Beforsa Freedom?

It was rather amazing to hear Mrs.
Barbara Castle, during her recent viait,
say that for many colonies, independ-
ence would not be possible unless great-
er economic development first took
place. On the cooirary, recent experi-
ence shows that genuine economic de-
velopment i8 Impossible until a nation
has achieved sovereignty. The indus-
trial development which takes place as
a result of forelgn investment, while a
nation is still under foreign rule, not
only makes real soversignty in the end
more difficult to achieve; the agree-
ments on which such investments are
usually founded are invariably as un-
just, and as deceitful, as the treatics by
which the European imperialists origin-
ally established themselves in Africa.

The relationships between colomial
government and capitalist enterprise,
which enabled the Belglan corporations
in the Congo to pay over £80 million
pounds in dividends to overseas share-
holders during 1947/52, can hardly be
regarded by the people of the Congo as
just. And such exploitation extends

throughout the raw material producing
lands of Africa.

Real Alternative

It is conceded that it was thiz capital
investment which made Africa part of
the world market, that capitalist devel-
opment not only exploits but also cre-
ates the forces of freedom: workers
and national liberation movements, In
this sense foreign investment played a
progressive role — 20 years ago, but
not today.

Then independence, if there had been
the forces to achieve it, would only
have meant economic domination, for
there were no alternative outside sources
of capital. Today it is different. Not
only are the forces of liberation im-
menzsely stronger, but the socialist sec-
tor of the world has expanded itz own
economy to the point where it can, on a
bazis of a true partnership, provide ca-
pital equipment, knowledge and trade
for far sounder progress in underde-
veloped countries, Capitalism no longer
dominates world economy.

Dealing mainly with American in-
vestment inm Afriea, this book under-
lines with facts and figures something
which no-one will deny: that the pur-
pose of capitalist investment and trade
is profit. This inevitably involves ex-
ploitation in some degree. As against
this the alm of investment and trade by
socialist countries is mutual advantage,
not profit and it invelves no exploita-
tion. Sovlet leaders have repeatedly

Africa

strezssed that the two world systems
should engage in friendly economic ri-
valry. More and more countries are
taking them at their word, and it s
this competition which today gives new-
ly freed countries an opportunity to en-
joy & true independence.

Mon-Alignment

It is the realisation of this fact which
is causing an increasing number of
countries to follow a policy of non-
alignment. And it is this policy of in-
dependence and peaceful co-existence,
as followed by India, Egypt etc. which
creates the belief that a similar policy
could be followed by the Congress move-
ment o a country like South Africa,

It iz here that Dr. Hunton's analysia
iz particularly important. It establishes

(a) that the T.S. sees Africd entirely
in the light of the role it can play
in America's Interest in the Cold
War,

that In consequence of this atti-
tude the U.8. Government has opt-
ed for Strijdom and Welensky.

One small fact: Three-guarters of all
Export-Impert and World Bank Loans,
1946-566, made to African territories,
were made to South Africa and the Cen-
tral African Federation,

The Congress movement is not the
Government of India, or of Egypt. It
has no choice but to oppose all war
plans, to work for peace. It is Strijdom
who dreads an end to world tension, lest
the Americans drop him like a hot po-
tato. If Mr. Dulles wants Africa's
friendship, this book should convince
him that he ought to do so right away.

M. MULLER.

;DEGISI{EIE IN AFRICA” —
ources of Current Conflict” b
W. Alphaeus Hunton, PuhIiEhEE
by International Publishers,
New York, 255 pp.

(b)

SOUTH AFRICA'S TREASON
TRIAL

24 Page Picture Booklet on the
background to the trial; the ar-
rest of tha Congress leaders: Con-

ress :ampni?ns and early history;

e on tria
Price 25.6d. Bulk orders of cne
dozen or more supplied at 2s. a
copy.
Order now from "AFRIKA! Publi-

cations, care P.O, Box 491, JO.
HANNESBURG. .
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BARBARA CASTLE

{Continued from page 10)

rare things, a woman graduate from
Oxford (Politics, Philosophy, Econom-
ics). -SHe got married, when she was
33, to Edward Cyril Castle, a journalist
on the staff of Pleture Post and later
of the Daily Mirror. They have no
children. (I should have asked why, but
didn't).

When she graduated, in the early
thirties, Britain, and the world, were in
the middle of history's worst slump.
She got & job as a shop assistant. A
university socialist, she tried to organ-
ise a shop assistant’'s union — the girls’
conditions were very bad — but when
she tried to bring the workera out on
strike they had more sense than she did
and wouldn't have any. With millions
of unemployved the girls were Iucky to
have jobg at all, and there were thous-
ands only too eager to step imto their
shoes,

Then, says Barbara, "I went Into the
Jew-Jew business.™

“What 7" says I.

“Jew-Jews. Greasy ones."”

YHey ¥

"Jay yew bee ee, jay yew bea ee, luv.
Don’t you know what a Jew-Jew ig?"

With one hand zhe sold jube-jubes and
with the other she fended off, she says,
amorous jube-jube buyers. But her
career ended suddenly when she let her
amhbition and drive run away with her.
Bhe drew up a memorandum to the com-
pany directors explaining how she could
do the branch manager's job much bet-
ter than he could, and submitted it right
over his head.

Out of a job, she began to devote her-

BARRIS BROS.

WHOLESALE MERCHANTS AND
DIRECT IMPOMTERS

130 Yictoria Stront Earmizhon
P.O. Box |46, Phones 51-1281: 51-358%

FINEST VALUE IN PIPES

DR.MACNAB /.

FILTER
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self completely to politics, storing up
for future reference, presumably, the
lesson that you have to be at least &
little subtle when you start climbing
over people to the top of the tree.

In 1837 she was elected for Labour to
the 8t. Pancras Borough Council in Lon-
don, That was about as low down on
the ladder as one could begin, and she
set to, with disarming frankness, on the
climb over the bodies cluttering the
way ahead that led to the seats of La-
bour's mighty.

The electionless war years blocked the
way to parliament, but in the first post-
war election, she won the Blackburn
geat in the Labour landslide, and has
been in parllament ever since, although
last time it was a shaky do and she held
Blackburn by only about 400 votes.

Perhaps she's not quite as self-confi-
dent as her cockiness pretends to be.
Aszk her if she's a Bevanite and she
mays “Yes”, and a little later adds,
“The truth is that Bevan is really a
Castleite.”

She created a minor sensation at the
1956 Labour Party Conference when she
headed the constituencies ballot In the
election to the National Executive, in a
strong field of twenty candidates. With
952 000 votes she beat such veteran per-
sonalities as Anthony Greenwood, Har-
old Wilson, Tom Driberg, Richard Cross-
man, Ian Mikardo and Sydney Silver-
Iman.

Last year the Colonial Becretaryship
came within shooting range when the
Executive appointed her to introduce
the official colonial policy resolution at
the 1657 cooference. Although this
time she came down 100,000 votes in
the constituencies ballot, and was third
behind Greenwood and Wilson, among
the seven elected to the Executive, thia
was amply made up for by her election
a8 vice-president to Tom Driberg. This
means that she will automatically be
this vear's chalrman.

Although Barbara Castle makes no
secret of her cabinet ambitions, she has
yet to convinee a Labour conference.
Each year a shadow cabinet is elected,
and it is the trade union votes which are
most important here. With almost all
her backing coming from the constitu-
ency branches and little support from
the right-wing trade unions which do-
minate the ballot, Barbara Castle has
not, at either of the past two confer-
ences, come oclose to being  elected.
James Callaghan, a right-winger, has
the shadow nomination for the colomial
office.

But Barbara's in there fighting — for
tha choice of a cabinet depends not on
the conference but on Gaitskell — and
her visit here ls part of that fight.
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