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NEW DEVELOPMENT IN
3 - THE MIDDLE EAST

The problem of the Middle East has entered a critical phase with
Sadat peace initiative and his visit to Jerusalem. This visit was fol-
jowed by other moves such as the Cairo preparatory conference, the
meeting of both the military and political committees, the Ismailia en-
counter, the meeting with Carter, which was followes by special en-
voy Mr. Atherton touring the area. However, the situation has he-

come a dangerous one after the present Israeli invasion of Southern
Lebanon.

Therefore, Sadat peace initiative has produced divergent reactions.
Egypt views it as a forward step for winning the world Public o-
pinion and the exposure of the intransigent attitude of Israel as well
as, showing evidence that the Arabs are striving for peace as opposed
to the Israeli military establishment which so far. has not responded
to the peace initiative on the same foot.

But one of the serious reaction against such an initiative was
manifested by the stead-fast front which presented itself in both Tri-
poli and Algersi conferences. This front views Sadat’s visit on his
peace initiative as a scheme aimed for the implementation of anti
Arab plans. Likewise, its aftermath is a wanton violation of the
principles of national struggle against the Zionist enemy. Further
it undermines the right of Arab people of Palestine and subsequently
the removal of Egypt from the confrontation front against the Zionist
enemy.

In contrast, the U.S.A., from her side has blessed the initiative
and became the center of communication between Egypt and Israel
by dispatching a permanent envoy touring the area. However, the
Soviet position was a different one hy describing the iritiatives as a
step undermining Arab solidarity and its aim is to eliminate the Soviet
role in solving the problem. Further more, Sadat was accused of at-
tempting to sign a partiai agreement with Israel.

Thus, it is to be observed from the different position advocated
by the Arab states that Sadat initiative has produced a big divergence
about its validity in contributing a solution to the palestinian problem
and the occupied Arab territories.

On the other hand, Israel is still holding its obstinate position
which rejects complete withdrawal from all the occupied Arab lands,
and the recognition of the right of the Palestinian people in establi-
shing their own independent state.

But the present Israeli invasion of Southern Lebanon and the obli-
teration of the bases of the Palestinian resistance in Lebhanorn is an in-
tegral part of her dangerous policy for the dictation of her terms and
mancevure against a just and lasting solution to the problem.

LN s
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Hence, in scrutinizing the developments in the middle East situ-
ation, it is apparent from both the position advocated by Isracl and
1].S.A., about the Palestinian problem is centred on their refusal of
the recognition of the PLO, which represent the ligitimate aspira-
tions of the Palestinian people, the establishment of a Palestinian
state on the cccupied lands of Palestine, will only result in aggravat-
ing tension and the encouragement of Israel in her aggressive policies.

The experiences of the Arab peoples struggle emphasize the
inherent danger in plotting against the Palestinian struggle for the

rights of self-determination and the subsequent deployment of the

big stick policy for the elimination of the Palestinian resistance, will
only increase the resistance of the Palestinian people and the sabota-
ge of all viable steps for the preservation of peace in the area.

It is self-evident, that Israel knows very well the existence of a
strong Palestinian National Movement will axways eliminate Israeli
options and as well some of the Arab options for the solution of the
Palestinian problem.

Thus, her position from the guestion of the Palestinian people
will lead to no where; but the escalation of the tension and the war
condition in the area.

Consequently, in scrutinizing the different position undertaken
by the Arah parties on the aforesaid issue, it is apparently clear that
the dispute is not on the Arab strategy based on the necessity of
Tsracli withdrawal from all occupied Arab  territories and the just
solution of the problem of the Palestinian people but is centredon
the methods used for the realisation of the national objective.

Accordingly, the new situation requires fostering the struggle
for Arab solidarity based on the confrontation against imperialism,
zionism and endeavouring for the liberation of all occupied Arab
territories. At the same time, a firm commitment is needed for foster-
ing the capability of the Palestinian resistance movement in regain-
in, g their national rights.

The Arab options for the solution of the question of the Arab
people will not succeed without active Arab solidarity under the
umbrella of Arab strategy for confronting imperialism, zionism as
well as standing stead fastly against unjust solution calming methods,
step by step diplomacy, is the responsibility of all Arab states.

February 1978
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To where the events
of the Horn are heading?

Starting from the days of the Somali Government withdrawal
of its supporting units for the Western Somali Liberation Fronts in the
War Zones, it seems that the policies adopted by the parties concerned
and the states who openly intervened in the Hora’s affairs have some
how changed their respective positions.

Firstly, the Soviet Union, Cuba and other states that brought
their forces to the area were acting like those who have conquered
land and people by force. It locks that their decision is based on the
assumption that there is no more need to consult any body about the
affairs of the Horn.  The best indication of this attitude could be
inferred from their coaling off the necessity for an urgent consultation
of this matter.  All along, this has been the position of Somalia which
she declared on several occasion and as is was hinted by the same
above mentioned states.

~ Secondly America is still manifesting its policy of «Wait and
see», by not having the audacity to reconcile its public pronouncement
and actions.

Thirdly the Addis-Ababa regime has made the presumptucus
assumptior of heing a powerful element which can force its solution
on the ongoing events of the Horn. As a matter of fact, this regime
is merely an instrument benig used as a vehicle for implementing po-
licies that have far reaching implications which without the least doubt
are beyond his present claims. Likewise, this regime was saying yes-
terday that he wanted the solution of the problem of the Horn through
the mechanism of peaceful negotiation. However, today he claims

that he has achieved victory (which is a matter that does not deserve
a reply!!). Further, this self-conceited regime has started to employ
BOMBASTIC utterance against the SDR, which is a sign that the said
regime has not yet comprehended the Volcano that he and his allies
are standing on.

Fourthly, the Somali Democratic Republic, has taken several
consecutive steps for the maintenance of World peace and the rights
of the struggling people of Western Somalia and Abbo. The latest
step in this direction is her standing recoguition of the inalienable
rights of the people of the area for self determination, the necessity
of starting negotiation for the settlement of the problem inorder to
avert the creation of a more aggravating situation than the present one.

Fifthly, the National Liberation Frouts, as was expected, have
rejected all solutions short of their independence and have embarked
on the continuation of their legitimate struggle.
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Therefore, if the different positions adopted by the respective
parties in the conflict are as indicated above, then some people are
asking: Why Africa did not urgently intervene in the Question? ana
when the matter is going to end?.

The absence of an urgent and effective African intervention in
the Question is not based on their anxiety about horder problems that
might have different consequences on their inter-relationship (As we
know Kenya was the only African state which expressed hostility tc
the aspirations of the National Liberation Movement of Western So-
malia, due to its vested interest in the problem), but it is due to the
fact that their eyes are focused on the diabolical system of Apartheid
and the worst colonialism prevailing in Southern Africa.

Further more the majority of the African states believe that they
can obtain the support of the Soviet Union and his allies in their con-
frontation against the racist regimes in Southern Africa. Thus, they
have not dared to stand directly against the Soviet Union and its al-
lies. However, despite the existence of this fact, there is nothing
which could prevent them from taking appropriate step dealing with
every grave problem facing the African continent.  They are likely
to be side stepped if they fail to find a viable solution for all compli-

cated problems of Africa........ even over the guestion of Southern Af-

vica. But with respect to the second guestion, no one has today found
a precise answer for it. The states and the organizations who are
expected to find a solution to the problem have not done enough. Ne-
vertheless, two things are already clear: |

1. In the past, Cuba used to say that for imperialism we have
to create one, two, three Vietnams. Today she is creating
for the socialist countries one, two, three, Western Somalia,
which will cause a great damage to their policies, prestige
and the confidence which the third World had on them.

2. The prevailence of the condition of no war no peace in the
region is a dangerous one. This state of affairs will take a
long time to be extinguished.

Accordingly, Somalia has shown eatlier, beyond the least sha-
dow of doubt, her good intenions and acceptance of a just and lasting

solution of the present problem of the Horn. Consequently the Soma-
i Democratic Republic is anticipating the reactions of the concerned

parties in the problem or those who have openly entervened in the mat-

ter to be cognisant of the burden of the problem by urgently respon-

ding to the call of the Somali Democratic Republic, if their real inten-
ticn is to find a lasting solution and understanding in the region.



HALGAN

February 1978

Political » Social and Economic Affairs

el
Ahifie

Underdevelopment as a reflec-
tion of the perennial legacy of co-
lonial subjugation of states and
peoples in todays world is more and
more drawing both political and ac-
demic interest. The interest paid to
it since the 1960s is imdicative of
the serious effort to pinpeint its
causes and consequences. To an ex-
tent it also reflects the attempt to
find ways and means out of the
dark tunnel to which underdevel-
opment, in its multi-dimnesionality
has condemned a great number of
countries. In the serious tackling
of the issues of underdevelopment,
treaties and tomes of books have
bzen devoted to it, and a multipli-
city of theories have emerged, some
of which illumine our understand-
ing whereas others only confuse
and befuddle the mind. In the pre-
sent articles some of these theories
on underdevelopment will be set
out, and in addition a critique of
each will be submitted. Finally an
overall assessment of underdevel-
opment will be offered.

1. With regard to these theo
ries Walt Rostows doctrine of 5
stages of economic development is
one pertinent to be primarily dis-
cussed. Walt Rostow, an Ameri-
can economist, who seriously con-
cerns himself with underdevelop-
ment, set down five stages which
countries go through in their eco-
mic development, and these are:

a) — The ftraditional society.
as the starting stage implies a so-
ciety whose structure is developed
within limited production func-
tions, based on primitive tools;

h) — The transition period is
the stage when already a process

A Dbrief critique of economic

theories of underdevelopment

of economic changes is taking place
within the traditional economic set-
ting but as yet the process has not
gone its full course as to qualitati-
vely and all-roundedly lead to the
creations of the pre-conditions of
the next stage which is the take off:

¢) — The take-off stage cons-
titutes a central theme of W. Ros-
tow, and involves a state of affairs
where the economic structure co-
mes to acquire a new scientific and
technological base thereby gaining
vast potentialities for internal and
dynamic generation and self-pro-
pelling force for further optimal
growth. This stages entails a quali-
tative leap forward where the con-
tradictions of both traditional and
transition stages are wholly resol-
ved. For Rostow this stage embo-
dies an important function in the
developmental strategy, and devel-
opment is for him amatter of eco-
nomic accomplishment of the take
off point. Underdevelopment of
Afro-Asian and Latin American
continents, within the ambit of W.
Rostow doctrine is the inability ol
economic variables, in terms of in-
vestments production output and
their results falling miserably be-
low the take off requirements.

d) — The maturity stage is at-
tained when all the pre-requisites
for furher, and unhampered eco-
nomic growth are assured. A high-
ly scientific and technological base,
with centuries of economic expe-
rience and, skilled manpower, so-
phisticated managerial and admini-
strative acumen is per se a charac-
teristic of this stage. Capital oul-
lays, high-production output, and
thereby a satisfactory per capita in

= v
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come are natural corollaries of this
stage.

e) — Stage of consumer socie-
ty for Rostow is symbolised by the
present highly developed Euro-
pean, North American and Japa-
nese societies. A rapid and an ever
rising technico-scientific revolution
in production, and its mounmental
increase are the hall marks of the
consumer society. The abundance
of consumer products, and their
widespread utilisation there of by
all the strata of society, whose
high incomes perfectly enables
them to, convince Rostow to sec
the consumer society as the end
all and be all for human society.

W. Rostow’s doctrine is an un-
abashed bourgeois alternative tc
K. Marx’s socio-economic forma-
tions in point of fact W. Rostow
dubs his doctrine «A non-Commu-
nist Manifesto», so as to instil in
our minds how different and prefe-
rable his stages of economic growth
are to Marx’s socio-economic for-
mations. The weakness of Rostow’s
doctrine is epitomised by the fact
that it is non-historical. All that
he succeeds to do is give us certain
attributes and characterisation of
economic growth, rather than a
meaningful  theoretic generalisa-
tion of economic phenomena and
processes. Furthermore it is highly
abstract since he applies them to
all societies, irrespective of their
ideological and political orienta-
tions. As a matter of principle he
banishes ideological  orientation
and sees only the harmoninous evo-
lution of economics without any
hitches and disruptions. Conse-
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quent upon the above mentioned
points, and a host of others, W.
Rostows’ doctrine is finding less
and less disciples, and hence is lo-
sing intellecutual and practical grip
as a relevant thematic expression
on underdevelopment.

2, TECHNO-ECONOMIC <CRI-
TERIA OF UNDERDEVE-
LOPMENT.

This a theory to which a very
large section of Western theoreti-
cians on under-development subs-
cribe to. Its fundamental princip-
les on underdevelopment revolve
around shedding light on economic
growth and thereon development
and technological factors contri-
buting to within the rubric of tech-
no-economic factors four factors are
one singled out for special analysis,
i.e Capital accumulation, popula-
tion growth, discoveries of new re-
sources and technological process.
This theory lays emphasis on the
interrelationship  between  these
four factors in the context of an op-
timal economic conditions.

Following from this the theory
goes to further enlighten us on qua-
litative economic categories, such
as the relationship between natio-
nal output, national income and
their mutual transformation. It fur-
ther addresses itself to the level
of capital accumulation and how
capital accumulation is intimatly
affected by the propensities to con-
sume or save, Over and above this,
or as a natural corollary it compre-
hensively deals with per capita in-
come of the population, and it clo-
sely relates this to the chances of
prospective economic growth, or
its decline.

As an illustration of how the
theory deals with underdevelop-
ment it is necessary to take a cru-
cial aspect of its theoretical under-
pinnings, i.e the relationship bet
ween net savings and net invest-
ment, as emanaﬁng from the level

of incomes. In underdeveloped co-
untries the theory categorically

states that the low level of incom-
es, perforce dries up the chances of
high saving capacity and nutural-
ly reduces favourable chances of
high investment. The contrary is
the case in advanced countries i.e
high icomes favourably act to in-
sure high saving capacity, thereun-
der furnishing high investment po-
tentialities, which in turn favou-
rably acts upon increased econo-
nomic expansion. In other words
capital accumulation is high, and
as such it insure advanced develop-
ment. This techno-economic theo-
ry further elaborates en the econo-
mic categories hitherto mentioned,
for instance by concentrating on
the nature of population growth,
and the attributes of technological
growth which lies in its rate of
growth, rather than in its abun-
dant availability.

A Critique of this theory will
appear in the more substantive ove-
rall critique of bourgeois theories
of economic underdevelopment.

Meanwhile suffice to say that
the theory assembles axiomatic tru-
ths, clearly apparent even to the
uneducated but commonsensical
mind, and attempts to launch them
as a generalised theoretic standpoi-
nt. Doubtlessly this assemblage of
objective facts of economic growth
cannot stand up as a theory of de-
velopment in its own right. Obvi-
ously they can supplement a ano-
ther theoretical framework but
they cannot lend themselves as the
foundations of a theory standing
on such shaky premisses

3. Non-economic Criteria of un-
derdevelapment:-

This theory acts as a scaffolding
for numerous factors congregating
around demographic explosion, de-
mographic determinism, and certain
human factors which bourgeois the-
oretician maintain to militate again-
st socio-economic development, Ac-
ademic theoriticians of neo-Malthu-
sian presuasion, J.Shumpeter, E,
Gannage, A.Lewis, R.Nurkse and H

o T

Schatz, mainly American Econo-
mists are strong proponents and
champions of this multi-headed
theoretical viewpoint,

Demographic explosion and de-
mographic determinism bases its
argument on the adverse role whi-
ch rapid population growth plays
in economic development. By pro-
ceeding from the high role of birth
in various third world countries.
and also the observable decreasing
mortality rates, hinging on impro-
ved medical care, these theoreticia-
ns seize on them so as to explain
the negative development realities
prevalent in third world coutries.
The demographic factors as far as
they touch on underdevelopment
are but a continuation of multhu
sian ideas in a new form. Zero po-
pulation growth, strict family plan-
ning, and conductive social condi-
tions to bring about these, are put
up as palliatives curing economic
underdevelopment.

There is no reason to exhausi-
tively deal with geographic deter

minism, which in short assert that

underdevelopment naturally chara-
ctrises countries of extreme cold
and hot climate.

The logical basis of this theo-
ry is that only countries of tempe-
rate climate, with rich soil, satisfy
the natural and human requisites
for rapid economic development
Henceforth Furopean, N. Ameri-
can and Japanese rapid develpment
is explained solely from this geo-
graphical angle.

The human factor’s schocl, of
which  academician J. Shumpleter
is an ecxemplary representative is

gaining momentum:, and wide reco
gnition amongst Furopean theore-
ticians. It lays major emphasis on
enterprenurial acumen as the road
to  socio-economic development.

The lack of enterprenurial acumen
and skills, the dearth of business
and managerial personal, and the
primitiveness of managerial tech-



HALGAN

niques acts as a rich mate-
rial for some theoriticans to de-
cry the lack of economic transfor-

mation in third world countries. In
totality, as these theorecians insist
the whele social enviroment of As-
ian, African and Latin American
countries, to varying degrees, does
not easily commend itself to the ge-
neration of the untapped and infi-
nite potenialities that enterprenuri-
al possibilities for development
makes imperative.

A brief critique of these non-ec-
onomic criteria of economic growth
draws its inspiration from the in-
controvertible judgement of practi-
cal life, that is real human experi-
ence proves that neither geographic
factors, nor demographic and hu-
man variables can be used as con-
vincing argument to explain the ob-
jective constriants to development.
Life has time and again asserted the
truth that countries of diverse geo-
graphic conditions, population-str-
uctures and variegated cultural ba-
ckground have developed not with
standing their peculiar differences
All these go to consolidate the idea
that the sources of development.
and its scope,range and natufe re-
side outside the above conceptual
framework,

4.  Criteria of Structural nature:-

This theory turns upon certain
observable tendencies in inderde-
veloped countries, i.e the dual
sectoral nature of their economies
and thercunder the dual techknolo-
gical bases subsisting within such
economies.

A modern and traditional sec-
tors, using modern and traditional
technologies and scientific methods
is more often than not delineatable
in third world countries. This obje-
ctive appraisal of reality is further
related to the dependent relation-
ship between the metropole, and
periphery which inescapably engen-
ders what J.H. Boeke, a Nether-
land economist terms a sociological
dualism.

In real terms this theory distinct-
ly brings out the tensions to which
a neo-colonial legacy subjects un-
derdeveloped economies to. The
contradications between the natural
economic sector, geared to bare sub-
sistence, chiefly non-monetrized
where social production is weeful-
Iy low is counterposed to the highly
capitalistic modern sector which is
by and large Furopean, export-ori-
entedand in great measure non-har-
moniously linked with the natural.
traditional sector. This gulf betw-
een the two sectors inevitably brea-
ds a non-intergrated economic stru-
cture, and logically gives birth to
the problem of economic en-
clavism, mono-culturism or the
lack of diversification in pro-
ducts. Further as a natural corolla-
ry of this, there emerges a lopsided
economic structure, which develops
rapidly in some areas, whereas ot-
ther highly essential fields remain
sadly backward.

The theory of structural criteria
appositely singles out certain eco-
nomic conundrums of a non-deve-
loped economy enlinghtening us on
some factors that deepen this un:
der-development. The lack of har
mony between the two sectors and
the difficulties encountered in the-
ir mutual organic transformation
obviously hinders under-develop-
ment. But the truth, as the Algerian
economist A. Cournael strongly sta-

tes these structural criteria do not
satisfy the reguirements of a water
tight theoretic insight into under
development. This so-called theory
addresses itself mainly to structural

phenomena rather than the substa-
ntive issues that impinge on the cri-
sis-ridden and highly complex topic
of development. The causes under
laying economic development are
much  deep-rocted and complex
than the superficially attractive but
theoretically barren structural crite-
rion that briefly has bzen dealt
with.

5. International criterion of un
der-development:-

SN R
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The theory of telescoping under-de-
velopment on variables closely rela-
ted to the international division of
labour, i.e the classical theory of in-
ternational exchanges, and the ne-
gative phenomena emanating from
it is obviously productive and apt
By utilising the marshalled techno-
economic data, trends in world tra-
de, correlation hetween prices of
raw materials and industrial goods
movement of capital between deve-
loped and developing countries
etc, we help ourselves in singling
out key factors contributing to un:
derdevel opment.

Not withstanding this theoretical
classification, further  analytical
advance on underdvelopment nzed
to be dealt with. That is to stream-
line and delve deeper into the cau-
sal and consequential relationship
of the origin of underdevelopment
which is mainly ignored by bour
geois theoreticians on underdeve-
lopment. This is invariably tied tc
the bourgeois academians prejudice
to question the essence of the capi-
talist mode of production in being
in any way to blame 7 the quag-
mire that is underdevelopment. Ac-
cordingly the following 5 points are
offered to give us a whole and dv
namic picture of underdevelop-
ment.

I. Underdevelopment is charac
teristic of a group of countries and
emerged at a certain stage of hu-
man development. In principle
this point highlights the intimate
correlation between underdevelop-
ment and the emergence of world
capitalism, which eventually and
organically developed into world
imperialism, contributing to rapid
development of some countriecs and
the collateral underdevelopment of
others. The evolution of capitali-
sm, and the working out of its in-
trinsic contradictions therefore ou-
ght to feature prominently in our
conceptual analysis of underdeve-
lopment., This fact is either bru-
shed aside by most theoreticians
whose theories have been singled
out, or at best the link between ca-
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pitalism and underdevelopment are
weakly expressed.

I1. Underdevelopment does not
stem from the lack of generating
internal impulses of development.
This point goes to invalidate the
human and - geographic  criterion
which is above set out. Human,
and geographic conditions, howe-
ver adverse they can be acted
upon and transformed by conscious
human planning insofar the laws
and processes of economic deve-
lopment are clearly undestood and
mastered by man. It is not due
to internal impulses of development
which are lacking but the incapa-
city to harness the abundant po-
tentialisties for development which
is both subjective and objective
factors ideologically rocted in the
relationship of dominance and su-
bordination subsisting in our wo-
rld, Torpedo to nature.

ITI. The qualitative underpin-
nings of underdevelopment revolves
around the serious steps incum-
bent to be taken in the effort to eli-
minate the vicious entanglement of
underdevelopment contrary to  the
prognosis of bourgeois theories
on economic growth. A crucial
tackling of underdevelopment ne-
cessitates both structural and sub-
stantive transformations within a
socio-economic  reality  seriously
committed to defeat underdevelop-
ment. Unlike the tame prescrip-
tions of sociologically modernist
theories recommending mere tam-
pering with the structutal nature
of development, a qualitative ap-
proach sets before us a holistic.

Task turning on qualitative changes

leap-like in their objective and

goal implementation, and the set-
ting of new social relations depen-
dent on newly consolidated econo-
mic interrelations the world over.
indubitably this calls for a new cor-
relation of class forces, alliances
and relations. It implies an idec-
logical choice springing from the
well-tested rivalry between the po-
lar opposite socialist and capitalist
system, with their concomitant the-
oretical and practical attitudes to
development.

IV. Overcoming underdevelop-
ment has greater qualitative mea-
ning than is contained in the mere
transition from a traditional eco-
nomy to the industrial revolution.
as is expressed by W. Rostows doc-
trine. Putting the issue in  this
light is an unforgivable oversimpli-
cation and has the unwiting effect
of mistaking form for substance.
Needless to say if we proceed on
these grounds we only observe the
simple quantitative coefficients of
economic life, and not the qualita-
tive transformations which econo-
mic growth is periodically made
susceptible to by vritue of necessa-
ry internal contradictions contained
in the very process of economic
categories. As a vivid illustration
the emergence of monopolistic ca-
pitalism, Viz imperialism from the
very womb of individually owned
and competitive capitalism of the
earlier 19th century was a qualita-
tive charge and only soIelyé quan-
titative change resting on greater
centralisation and expanding con-
centration. The birth of the socia-
list economic system from the ex-
plotive system of capitalism is his-
torically a deep going qualitative

leep which ushers a new era i
human development,

V. The scientific and tecnologi-
cal revolution, which is increasin-
gly becoming ‘a vital factor in mo-
dern production, within the con-
text of economic underdevelopment
ends up in a perverted form con-
cerning the agrarian-industrial nex-
us, and vice versa. Instead of the
scientific and techrological revolu-
tion hastening the process of orga-
nic unity between the agrarian-in-
dustrial sectors, a sectoral chasm
objectively determined crops up
henceforth resulting in negative ef-
fects of further strengthening un-
derdevelopment. It is not that the
dual sectors, and the contradictions
existing betwezen them are natural-
ly inevitable, as the sociological
dualistic theory apperently believes
it is only that the inner logic of ca-
pitalist economic integuement ma-
kes this an absolute law of under-
development.

In conclusion, of course, honest
admission as to the brevity of my
analysis of bourgeois theories on
economic growth, has to he prof-
fered. But crucial importance of
this topic lies in its relevance fto
our day to day lives, as we confronr
a host of developmental problems
which make systematic analysis an
objective necessity. Our era is
characterised by the tireless search
for ways out from the stifling birth
pangs of the capitalist legacy of un-
derdevelopment. In this search
there is bound to be a fierce theo-
retical struggle, and the multiplici-
ty of bourgeois theories are an at-
tempt te obfuscate the clearcut is
sues that developmental strategy
along socialist lines makes histori-
cally compelling to enjoy parctical
effectuation. '
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PARTY LIFE

The CC of the SRSP met in
extra-ordinary session from 8th
to 9th Feb, 78 and on top of
the agenda was an exhausitive
discussion concerning the daily
deteriorating situation in the
Horn, which more and more
calls for a permanent and just
solution in this region. This
meeting became indispensable
following the escalating destr-
uction and loss of life rendered
by colonialism and the illigiti-
mate foreign intervention mea-
nt to exterminate the people
of the region who are engaged
in the just struggle for de-colo-
nisation. Such destructive acts
also endangered the sovereign-
ty of several states as well as
the stability of world peace,

The decisions reached in
this session have beem relea-
sed in an official statement,
comprising the following mea-
sures:-

The SDR has for many tim-
es warned against the interven-
tion of foreign forces in the
conflict of the Horn of Africa
which results from peoples str-
uggling to frze themselves from
Abyssinian colonialism_ It has
become evident that Russia,
Cuba and other countries have
now involved themselves up to
a level where they have com-
pletely taken over the war op-
eration.

The Russian, Cuban and
other allied forces have now
resorted to conduct mass mas-

sacres of the Somali people in
the area and their air force has
carried out constant raids agai-

Official statement by

The CC of the

nst towns and civilian centres
in the SDR.

The Somali Government is
alarmed at the Russian inter-
vention in the African affairs
in particular the Horn of Afri-
can conflict, The actions of the
Russian government are enda-
ngering the very existance of
the SDR and in addition is fur-
ther aggravating the situation,
a solution for which might ha-
ve been worked out.

This forces the Somali Go-
vernment to review its relations
with Russia and other countri-
es. The Somali Government is
also astonished at the stand ta-
ken by the Western countries
in the face of this blatant Ru-
ssian-Cuban military interven-
tion which contravenes all re-
cognized international charters,

It is evident that some of the
big powers  notably the Soviet
Union, are further aggravating
the situation in the Horn rath-
er than meeting their responsi-
bility towards safeguarding wo-
rld peace.

It is evident that if other
countries who have responsibi-
lity over securing world peace
do not counter this violation
and aggression, then world pea-
ce will be in danger by the in-
ternationalization of the confli-
ct,

This grave crises has led the
SDR to defend itself against
this naked aggression and to
increase its assistance to the li-
beration forces by dispatching
units of its own armed forces
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to aid the liberation forces.
The SDR believed that the
Horn of African conflict was
of a regional nature for which
an easy solution could have
been found were it not for the
internvention of foreign forces.

The SDR, having now stud-
ied closely the new situation
which has developed and tak-
en note of the call of other
peace-loving countries and or-
ganization, does not oppose any
steps leading to a long lasting

peace in the Horn. Such steps
could be:
1. A ceasefire so as to stop

the bloodshed,

2. The withdrawal of foreign
troops from the region and the
working out of means to ascer-
tain this.

3. A clear solution to the pro-
blem of the rights of the peo-
ples struggling for self-determi-
nation and independence from
the Addis regime; which is be-
nt on their annihilation in the
collaboration of foreign forces.

This attitude of the Somali
Government towards working
for peace in no way prevents
it to defend the sovereignty
and existance of the Somali na-
tion,

And hence makes her inevi-
table to take the following actio-
ns:

1. The institution of a state
of emergency for the defence
of its unity and national exis-
tance.
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In order to realize this objec-

tive, every Somali is called up
on to consider himself-herself
part of this general moboliza-
tion and efforts to-wards na-
tional defence,
a) All retived and seconded
army service men are to report
themselves to the defence Mi-
nistry.

Gathering

The period from the 18th to
the 23rd of Feberuary represe-
nted the busiest and most ferv-
ent days of the history of Mog-
adishu’s National Theatre. Pat-
riotic and nationalistic —atmos-
phere pervaded the theatre and
imparted utmost happiness to
compatriots while shooking fo-
es

Every night one of the social
organizations, rallied against
the enemies by holding a histo-
rical and memorable meeting.
The first night saw party and
Government functionaries of
Benadir’s 14 districts, organisa-
tions in the theatre,

These were followed by the
secretariat of the national defe-
nce committee from the nation-
sl to departmental level congre-
gating there the second night
while the third night witnessed
artistic groups, and all mass
media sesions. On the fourth
vigilant ~worket’s commitees
and heads of Government bo-
dies held their meeting there.

These series of meetings were
finally brought to a close on
the fifth night by the coming to-
gether of university and secon-
dary schools Student’s commit-
tees, deans of the various fac-
ulties of the national university,
school headmasters and lec-
turers of the national university.
In general it was the meeting

!

b) The national defence duty
calls for the enlistment of volu-
nteers, who are requested to
report themselves &t centres es-
tablished by the Defence Minis-
try for the purpose.

3. The workers, Civil Serva-
nts, administrative organs of
the government and the public

are called upon to redouble
their efforts as they have done
before when the nation was
confronted with hard times,

It is a certainty that the So-
mali people through hard work |
gallantry, patriotism and dedi- J
cation will surmount this hard
and trying times.

at the

of education institutions and
the student body of the nation,

The meeting procceded in
such a warm and nationally in-
spiring spirit as each social gro-
up fully expressed their role in
the new historical Juncture and
circumstances that the country
is experiencing. High ranking
party and Government’s officia-
Is also participated in those
meetings by giving valuable gu-
ideliness and directives to the
participants as was best expres-
sed by the General Secretary of
the SRSP, President of the SDR
Jaalle Mohamed Siad Barre’s
speech on 21st Feb, 1978,

It is worth mentionning here

the very significant role played
by the Somali artistic —groups,

During those meeting day’s our
artistics groups occupied a place
of pride and acted with the he-
Ip of their songs as a vanguard
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National Theatre

force in our stiff resistance to
the enemies. The national artis-
tics groups in their musical dis-
plays and entertainment alter-
nated, each group participating
in & night’s functional program-
me, some of the meetings proc-
eeded well past midnight and
reached such late hours as 2 a.
m. in the morning without ever
becoming boring.

This could best be attributed |
not only to the nationalistic sp-
irit but also to the moving en-
tertainment of the artistic grou-

ps in the nation’s mobilisation
scheme,
The artist groups proved

that the thearte was not a place
only to pass the time and social
entertainments but also a place
where whole armies and volun-
teers sacrificing everything for
the national cause could be ha-
rnessed for the sacred cause of

A
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the country’s defence.

Mass Support
Commitee

for the decision
of the Central

of the S'R-S: P-

The Somali people staged a
mass rally to support the valia-
nt decision of the central Co-
mittee  of the SRSP in their
meeting from 8th-9th February,
In the rally they proved that
they are fully supporting the
decision reached by their party
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and their readiness in defend-
ing their country as has always
been the case.

In all the regions and distric-
ts of the Republic, the Somali
masses participated in rallies.
They manifested their nationa-
listic attitude in slogans and
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placards which they were car-
rying,

Hundred and thousands of
the Somali masses from the 14
districts of the Banadir region
met at the Dervish Park in Mo-
gadishu on 21th February, Any
one who went to the Dervish
Park on that day would have
realized that the Somali people
are ready to defend their coun-
try and sovereignty. He could
also would have understood
that the Somali people are uni-
ted around their party and the
Social organisations,

In the rally, the Secretary Ge-
naral of the Somali Revolution-
ary Socialist Party, the president

of the SDR Jaalle Mohamed Si-
ad Barre delivered a spzech that
evening,

The President declared that,
the valiant struggle and unity
of the Somali masses has insu-
red the throwing out of the for-
mer colonialists and the sa-
me fate awaits the present colo-
nialists and henchmen; and
the victory is certainly ours.

«The
Russians and Cuban who
supporting the continuation of
Abyssinian enslavement are the
ones who are going to leave
Western Somalia and not the
indigenous population who are
fighting for their rights to self-

Ethopian colonialists,
are

determination», declared Jaalle
Siad,

The President of SD.R, en-
couraged the Somali masses
that they should be ready to de-
fend their country and people
«Every Somali should be ready
to defend his country and, simu-
ltaneously increase production
in order to prove the pride in
our national entity.

The Secretary General’s spee-
ch was often interputed by ap-
plauses amongst the audience
promising to sacrifice their li-
ves and property in defending
their mother land and in sup-
port of their brothers who are
fighting for their freedom,

THE SOMALI PEOPLE HAVE SOWRN

Since Russia and its satelli-

tes have launched their sinis-
ter campagin to reinstitute colo-
nialism in Somalia, the nationa-
listic spirit of the Somali peo-
ple has been soaring in accord-
ance with their traditional bra-
very and heroism.

The last wieek of February,
1978. witnessed mass parades

all over the country reflecting
a new phase of Somalia’s strug-
gle against colonialism,

The general federation of So-
mali trade unions organised the
first of such mass parades on
the 25th of February this year-

thousands of workers showing

nationalistic fervour and solid
unity which locked very diffi-

i P

cult to break or weaken, para-
ded on foot through the main
roads of Mogadishu and final-
ly stopped at the Unknown So-
Idier’'s Monument square whi-
ch eventually became the final
meeting place of all after para-
ding forces and where each de-
clared its determined will and
allegince to defend the nation-
’s intergrity, sovereignty and
dignity.

Here every social group read
its pledge to volunteer and sac-
rifice the last drop of its blood
for the defence of the mother
land, following the example of
its forefathers which the unkn-
own soldier monument exempl.
ified.

Nobody thought that one so-
cial group could organize such
a really huge parade but the
Somali Women’s Democratic

" organization did make & specta-

cular one, On the 27th of Feb-
uary, tens of thousands of Mo.-
dishu’s Women took to the
main strzets of Mogadishu,
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All doubts on the strength of | |
the Somali Women’s Democra-
tic Organization were dispelled
and in its palace deep and |
glowing respect for their patrio-
tic enthusism was kindled,

On March 1st, 1978. the So- |
mali Revolutionary youth un-
ion its turn paraded and loo- |
ked as if saying «we are capab-

president Hussein Kulmie Afrah
the chairman of the SRSP Cen-
tral Committee: Organization Bu-
reau, Jaalle Abdulkadir Haji
Mohamed and the Regional par-

Jaalle

Yusuf Ibrahim «Abuuraass cha

ty-Secretary of Benadir,

irman of social
and other Officials.

Organizations

le of countring the enemy alo- !
e, S

All others should stay out,
«the youth paraded included
students, working youth, SRYU
members of Banadir’s 14 distric-
ts the pioneers of the revolu-
tion.

With their traditional favour
and of the country the youth
came out from every quarter of
Mogadishu at 3 P.M. and at the
unknown soldier  monument
square.

The two and twenty thousa-
nd (220.000) of Somalia’s you-
th participated in that parade,

Apart from the placards they
carried, they also brandished
the traditional fighting gear
(Swords, Spears_-ets) and mod-
ern weaponary and in this way
demonstrated their will to de-
defend the motherland with
everything their disposal,

They also carried production
tocls including hammers, hoes;
spades etc demonstrating their
preparedness to fight for inc-
reased production to steve off
hunger.

The youth also chented their
traditional motto of «produc-
tion, Education and defence of
the motherland».

Some of the leadess of the
country participated with the yo-

uth and among them were vice-

SOMALI

PEOPLES

PATRIOTISM

Courage is the unique chara-
cteristic of the Somali nation
as proved in sall historical de-
colonisation struggles, For a lo-
ng time this valiant nation was

agonized by the suffering that
still some of their brothers ex
perienced under  colonialism
and subjugation, Now intense
feelings heightened by spirit of
retaliation against the foreign
intervention aligned with colo-
nailism and meant to extermina-
te their fellow brothers and sis-
ter was the natural reponse of
the SRSP Secretary Generale’s

speech on 12/2/78. The speech

called for intensified defense of _

the fatherland and increased sup-
port to the liberation moveme-
nts. The move was welcomed
by every individual young and
old who was motivated by the
sentiment

All ex-

inherent  national

and patriotic feelings.
pressed their willingness to sac-
rifice life and extend all requi-
red moral and material support
to their brothers in the sacred

struggle of de-colonization.

e [ e

The whole Somali Nation
shared such fzelings and expres-
ed it by chantns incessant sup-
port-messages, organizing de-
monstrations, and  requesting
their authorities to arrange the-
ir linteant dispatchmen into the
battle fields.

The mobilization Bureau im-
mediately responded to the ri-
sing tide national patriotism by
issuing a circular on 17/2/78
concerning the arrangement of

preparatory tasks for the peop-

le and social organisations. For
immediate and total mobolisa-
tion.

The preparatory programme-
included:

1) Preliminary gatherings at
the National Theatre;
2) Enlistment of volunteers;
3) Organisation of demonstr-
ation by the social Unions.
The programme was design-
ed to last for two weeks. Dur-
ing this period the whole So-
spledidly

ed their true feeling and undil-

mali socicy evinc-

uted patriotic sentiments rea-

ched its peak.
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Africa’s liberation movements
are not isolated from the interna-
tional proletarian movement. [t
was certain the MPLA and FRELI
MO wrested their independence
and freedom from the Portugese
colonialistes; the Democratic Re
volution in Portugal only hastened
the downfall of Portugese colonia-
lism. The MPLA and FRELIMCOC
very soon established democratic
Governments in Angola and Mo-
zambique guided by socialist ideo
logy. The independence of Ango-
la and Mozambique further streng
thened the liberation moveinents in
that region. The two Governments.
exploiting their experience du-
ring their liberation struggles bro-
ught together five African countri-
es bordering Racist South Africa
and Rhodesia. The collusion of
those Government was a further
step towards the strengthening of
liberation movements of Zimbab-
we, Namibia and South Africa.

This forced the Vorster regime
of racist South Africa to abandon
its offensive and resort to new de-
fensive tactics because it has reali-
zed that the next target would be
South Africa. Western Countries
are now in full accord that the Rho-
desian regime should be changed
and their only problem now is how
to establish a black reginfe which
fulfills their imperialistic economic
interests.

As the fighting and struggle of
the liberation movements intensi-
fied, the former US secretary of
State, Henry Kissinger launched a
campaign of talks and negotiation
to settle the Rhodesian conflict.
This maneuvre did not attract Afri-
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Zimbabwe: The Internal Settlement

and the Position of the
Patriotic Front

by: BOOBE

This picture is reproduced from
the magazine of «The Zimbabwe
Reviews.

can, peoples enthusiasin, follo-
wing Kissinger’s move, the British
and US Governments deployed
plans to enable black people to par-
ticipate in the Rhodesian Govern-
ment. The Anglo-American plan
was jointly formulated by the Bri-
tish Foreign Sectetary, David O-
wen and the American Ambassa-
dor to the United Nations, Andrew
Young.

This Anglo-American plan com-
pletely disregarded the rights of
the black people of Zimbabwe;
it was already certain that the fa-
thers of imperialism would not act
contrary to their own interests.

A close examination of the plan
would uncover many of its defects
At first sight, one would realize the
big role the British Government in-
tends to play in the transfer of po-
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wer to the black people. It named
lord Carver who was given full po-
wers to rule the country during the
transitional period. The Zimbab-
we liberation movements, however
found this very unsatisfactory, be-
cause to them there is no difference
between lord Carver and Ian
Smith. Tt is beyond shadow of
doubt that a Government set up
by lord Carver would only serve
international capitalism and it is
impossible for him to establish =
just Government, equal in the eyes
of the people and serving the inte-
rests of the people of Zimbabwe.

The Patriotic Front did not only
refused to respect the powers laid
upon Lord Carver but also refused
to accept other clauses of the An-
glo-American plan including that
which calls a United Nations force
to maintain peace and security in
Zimbabwe during the transitional
period. The clause only helped to re-
mind the patriotic front of what had
happened in the Congo and the as-
saination of the hero of the Con-
golese people Patrice Lumumba.

The Anglo-American plan  also
included a clause which said that
the whites who are expected to le-
ave their properties should be gi-
ven a 1.5. billion dollars compen-
sation. But the question is how
would the white soldiers, who we-
re massacring the black masses on-
ly yesterday, live in a human and
decent manner with the blacks?
How could an Englishman who
has taken the seat of Smith bring ab-
out fruitful reform? As such, the
Angola-American plan did not sa-
tisfy all freedom and justice lo-
ving peoples. Even Smith had re-
jected it from the start.
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Ian Smith with the full support

of International Capitalism laun-

ched a campagin to formulate an
«Internal settlement» with some
black leaders who could not face
up to the bitter and long struggle
against the Racist regime. After
two months of talks, lan Smith.
Muzorewa, Sithole and Chirau
came up with a so-éalled agreem-
ent which could not be recognized
by the progressive forces of the
world.

The so-called agreement provi-
des for a parliament of 100 mem-
bers of which 72 are blacks and
the remaining 28 are whites. The

-so-called agreement goes on to say

that the white members of parlia-
ment would be elected by the
white people only. Ian Smith even
ascertained that the constitution of
the country which only serves
white’s interets should not be

changed. Any amendment to the
~constitution can only be effected

by the whole 72 members of Par-
liament and 6 whites, according to
the so-called internal settlement.
This so-called agreement further
mistreats the Zimbabwe people

‘who have been struggling for a

long period for their basic rights.

Nobody has so far accepted

-this so-called agreement, even
‘though the British foreign Secre:

tary, David Owen has declared
that he could neither reject nor ac-

3

«cept it. ' bebiy

The Patriotic Front and the A-
frican countries bordering Racist
would not recognize the so-called
agreement and any Government

established in Rhodesia which does
not serve the interests of the Zim-
babwe people.

February 19738

The Patriotic Front has now a
force of 17,000 soldiers of which
5,000 are now inside Rhodesia and
for certain the so-called agpsem-
ent would not be implemented sc
long as the patriotic Front wages
its armed siruggle, or so long as i
is not allowed to participate in the
solution of the Zimbabwe pro
blems. It is again clear that all
freedom and peace-loving peoples
will not support the so-called agree
ment but will, on the contrary, in-
tensify their support for the Pa
triotic Front.

The Zimbabwe problem has
been taken to the United Nation’s
Security Council which was also
attended by the leaders of the Pa-
triotic Front. When the Zimbabwe
problems was studied and = exami-
ned by the United Nation’s Securi-
ty Council, particularly the so-cal-
led agreement signed by Tan Smith
and the reactionary black leaders,
it decided that the agreement was
illegal and unacceptable to the in-
ternational community. During the
voting the Western governments
have abstained. This abstention on
their part further proves their sup-
port for the Smith regime.

Final victory belongs to the Pa-
triotic Front which is supported by
the front-line countries, the rest of
the African and the progressive
world. '
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The presdient of the SDR J /le
Mohamed Siad Barre, held a
press conference at SRSP Head-
quarters on the 21st February
for a visiting group of journali-
sts as well as the national press.

The president outlined the
historical background of the
long struggle of the Western So-
malis and stated that the Abys-
sinains were given the territory
as a share when colonialists we-
re partitioning the African con-
tinent among themselves in the
19th Century, He said the Aby-
ssians used to come there on-
ly to loot and exploit the people.
«Right from the start of the A-
byssinian occupation, the Wes-
tern Somalis continued their in-
cessant struggle for their survi-
val and independence», the pre-
sident said. Answering a ques-
tion on Russo-Cuban and Abys-
sinian allies’ preparation to at-
tack Somalia, he said that the
Russian’s aim is to occupy Ber-
bera, Hargeisa and other stra-

PRESIDENT SIAD

Jaalle Siad in a press conference

tegic areas, but he added that
the SDR is fully prepared for it,

In answering a guestion on
whether Somalia received arms
from outside, J /le Siad declared
that Somalia appealed to th:
West and other friendly coun-
tries for arms for defensive put-
poses but nothing was received
so far. The president said the
Somali Democratic Republic re-
quires an equal number of wea-
pons as its enemy. «We know
the huge armaments poured in-
to Ethiopian both in quantity
and quality which, as T have al-
ready underlined, are unneces-
sary, since no country in Africa
and the Middle East or nearby
area has that kind of weapons.
So if any country wishes to help
us, we would like arms equal in
quantity and quality», he decla-
red, adding that Somalia having
opted for its sovereingty, the
Russians are determined to see
Somalia punished.  «Somalia
will use all means at its disposal
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BRIEFS THE PRESS

to defend its sovereignty and
national dignity» declared presi-
dent Siad.

A questioner asked whether
there were fresh proposals by
African leaders, and the Presi-
dent replied that Somalia welco-
mes such peace initiatives pro-
vided it is based on justice, ad-
ding that the SDR and the fre-
edom fighters are well disposed
to mediation, because, he said.
that no reasonable man would
like to continue fighting where
logic could overcome certain si-
tuation. «We are for peace»,
he declared, adding, «this is not
due to our weakness, but it s
desire for peace, because we be-
lieve that peace is for the inte-
rest of all». As I said on ma-
ny occasions, freedom fighters
were engaged in incessant war
for their freedom, although they
were ignored by the world. Un-
fortunately we in the SDR are
also affected, because we are
continuosly bombarded hy Aby-
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ssinian and other foreign forces.
So any honourable solution is
welcome», president Siad stres
sed.

Answering questions on bo-
undaries, Jaalle Siad said: «You
cannot talk about international

boundaries. It is a colorial
map and it is the duty of every
honest person to look back into
history for the reality of the si-
tuation in the region» he decla-
red, and added «those who are
fighting are those who are colo-
nized and the only solution is to

grant their independence.» Ans-
wering another question Jaalle
Siad disclosed that there is a lar-
ge number of refugees who fled
from Abyssinia into the Somali
Democratic and it is naturally a
heavy burden on the country’s
economy.

GARBA

An OAU mediation Commit-
tee delegation headed by Nige-
rian Commissioner for Foreign
Affairs Brig.-General Joseph
Garba wound-up a 24 hours vi-

sit to Somalia on the 8th of Fe-

bruary.

Answering a reporter’s gque-
stion on the intervention of fo-
reign powers in the Horn of
African conflict, Mr, Garba said
that foreign powers should stop
meddling in African affairs and
called on African States to set-
tle their disputes in a brotherly
African spirit, adding that the
OAU has proposed a ceasefire
followed by a negotiated settle-
ment to the Horn  conflict, Mr.
Garba said it was a grave mis-
take and an unwarranted step
on the part of the OAU secre-
tariat to give un-called for pro-
nouncements relating to the
Horn of African Issues. «The
Horn of African conflict is an
issue demanding deep conside-
ration and peaceful solution»,
he said, Shortly afterwards Brig.
Garba called on the President of

the sdr Jaalle Mohamed Siad Bar- !

re and delivered him a message
from the chairman of the &
member good offices Committee
of the OAU, President QOluse-
gun Obasanjo of Nigeria. Brig.
Garba had extensive discussions
with Jaalle Siad on the role of
the OAU, and particularly the
role the S-member good of-
fices Committee can play at this
stage in achieving a negotiated
peaceful settlement to the con-
flict.

Jaalle Siad expressed grave
concern over the growing dan-

ger of the direct interference
and involvement of Russia, Cu-
ba and others in the current
conflict. He said that the assum-
ption of combat roles by the
Russians, Cubans and others
who have had completely taken
over the responsibility for the
execution of the Abyssinian ag-
gressive war against the libera-
tion movements constituted high
ly dangerous developmnet by
complicating the issue and se-
riously undermining any future
peaceful efforts,

Jaalle Siad pointed out that
apart from the current threat
posed by Russia to peace in the
Region and the whole continent
of Africa, it also poses a serious
challenge to the OAU since it
will limit the independent action
of the African leaders to solve
their own problems.

President Siad emphasised
the need to end this foreign in-
terference and involvement in
African’s affairs for the en-
hancement of the possibilities
for peace.

MEETS JAALLE SIAD

He further stressed that the

Horn of Africa issue is complex
one requiring a thorough study
by Africa. «It involves the just
aspirations of the Somali and
Abbo peoples who are under the
Abyssinian colonial rule» Jaalle
Siad explained to the envoy. He
told the envoy that their natio-
nal aspirations cannot be sacrifi-
ced for the sake of the Abyssi-
nian regime or selfish interests
of a big power.
He reafirmed Somalia’s support
for the OAU good offices Com-
mittee and its search for peace
in the Region and assured the
envoy of Somalia’s full coopera-
tion in its efforts to achieve a
just and peaceful settlement to
the problem. '

The Envoy fully appreciated
the Somali point of view which
he said addressed itself to the
core of the problem in a pro-
found and detailed manner and
promised that Nigeria in its ca-
pactiy as chairman will actively
pursue the task entrusted
to the committze in the interest
of all concerned.

The fundamental of
peacetful solution

The Ad-interim Minister of
Information, Jaalle Abdisalam
Sheikh Hussein on the 23rd of
February gave at the Ministry
of Information headquarters the
following press statement.

Since the occupation of the
territory- by Abyssinian expan-
sionist colonialists, the Western
Somalis and Abbo (like the Af-
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fars and FEritreans)- have been
engaged in a bitter struggle for
their legitimate rights for natio-
nal independence and freedom.
In the course of this noble
struggle these peoples have
been subjected to untold suffer-
ings, miseries, tortures, displa-
cements and denial of all basic
human rights and dignity by
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the successive Abyssinian re-
gimes. In fact, these peoples we-
re always subjected to the worst
forms of colonialism; a military
occupation. That is the very
reason why the peoples of Wes-
tern Somalia have been waging
their long struggle for: their 1i-
beration.

However, the SDR has, on
many occasions, made sincere
efforts to help in finding a pea-
ceful solution to these problem:
and called for the attention of
Africa and the international co-
mmunity in order to avoid fur-
ther bloodshed and escalation
of the conflict, Unfortunately,
Ethiopia always opposed all ini-
tiatives of peaceful solution to
the problem and insisted the con-
tinuaton of its subjugation poli-
o, (I
At the same time it h
succeeded in masking the natu-
re of the problem and the cur-
rent armed struggle from the
outside world with the help of
some interested powers who
distorted the whole issue and
presented the problem, which
was between the colonised peo-
ples and the colonisers, as a
border dispute between Somalia
and Abyssinia.

But the hard fact is that
the problem js one of colonial
nature as is evidenced by the
fact that the liberation forces
have waged a liberation war.
liberating the bulk of their ter-
rtiories and are engaged in the
construction and administration
of these liberated areas, while
at the same time continuing
their armed struggle to liberate
the remaining portions. As a re:
sult of these successes scored
by the liberation forces, the A-
byssinian colonialists, Russia.
Cuba and their allied forces are
engaged in an effort to contain
and smash the liberation front
and threaten the very existence
of the Somali Democratic Repu-
blic.

On the other hand, some
Western countries, specially the

laalle Abdisalan Sheekh Husein addressing news reporters, from abroad

agencies.

United States, called recently
for withdrawal of non-existing
Somali regular forces and tc
take the matter to the United
Nations Security Council in or-
der to legitimise Ethiopia’s re-
occupation of the liberated Wes-
tern Somalia. To make matter
worse the United States has
recently decided to resupply
Abyssinia with military equip-
ment and spare parts as if the
excessive and sophisticated Rus-
sian weapons were not sufficient
to achieve their sinister objecti-
ves. In return, they claim tc
have obtained assurances from
the Soviet Union that the allied
forces would not cross the pro-
visional border which is a clear
indication of mutual consent by
the super-powers to interfere in
purely African problems, wres-
ting the matter from Africa whi-
ch was trying to find a peaceful
solution. This is tantamount to
winding the clock of history
one century back to the time
when Africa was divided against
the will of its people without ta-
king into consideration that A-
frica can now solve its own pro-
hlems. This will certainly inter-
nationalize and torpedo any pea-
ceful solution. This new attitude
of the United States and some
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other Western countries will
only frustrate African peace ef-
forts and undermine the will
and aspirations of the people
concerned. The SDR is astoni-
shed at the ambiguous and con-
tradictionary policy of the Car
ter Administration. At first,
president Carter stated that the
U.S. would extend aid to Soma-
lia to balance Russian, Cuban
allied military supplies to Aby:
sinia, even though he consented
to Israeli supply of arms and mi
litary equipment to Abyssinia.
Next, he said that the United
States would not supply arms
to either Somalia nor Ahyssinia
as long as the conflict in the
region continued. And now.
the United States of America is
sending military consignment to
Abyssinia.

The SDR is convinced that
pouring more weapons into A-
byssinia would only prolong
the conflict and would compli-
cate the difficult task of finding
of final solution to the problém.
Furthermore it is confident that
the liberation fronts would he
able to continue their armed
struggle until they achieve com-
plete liberation of their lands
and people. It is sure that Soma-
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} flict in the Horn of Africa whi-

lia would repulse any attempted
invasion.

The SDR therefore, rejec-
ts all atempts to solve the con-

[
|
|
|

1

ch do not recognize the funda-
mental issues involved, based
on ahe following meastres;

1). Immediate ceasefire

2) Wlthdrawal of external for-
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ces.
3).Negotiation through the QAU
and
4).Respect for the right of peo-
ples to self determintion.

BRITISH MPs V ESE_T SGMAUA

A British Parliamentarian
delegation led by Mr. Julian A-
mery concluded their wvisit to
Somalia on the final day of Fe-
bruary.

Mr. Julian Amery told repor-
ters that he admired Somalia’s
stiff resistnce to the imperialist
policies of Russia, Cuba and
their allies in the Horn of Afri-
ca. «We do not regard your
struggle as a struggle between
vou and Abyssinia, we regard
it as a struggle between Somalia
and Russian imperailists — &
new imperialism much more re-
pressive, much less productive
and much less creative than the
old imperialism, concerned only
with establishing Russian hege-
mony in the Horn of Africa»r.
he said and continued «we re-
gard this Russian aggression as
a danger not only to Somalia
but is could also have wvery se
rious consequences for the who
le of industrial Europe and the
world at large. Therefore, we
fzel a great solidarity with you
in your just struggles.

Mr. Winston Churchill,
British MP and a member of
the delegation disclosed that his
country was deeply concerned
at the massive build-up of Ru:
sian ‘military power in the Horn
of Africa by which it intends to
invade the SDR and declared
that Somalia as a third world
country, cannot face alone the
armed might of Russia and its
allies. Mr. Churchill added that
the dangerous situation in  the
Horn of Africa threatens the
whole world because, he said,
the Russian imposition of »
new colonial status on Abyssi
nia, Somalia and other countries
by force will threaten the values

of freedom and independence
He called on the Western Furo-
pean countries to reconsidet
their old position and to reco
gnize not only their interest by’
also their duties and obligations
towards third world countries
to enable them to lead their
existance independently and not
under this intollerable Russian
military pressure. «European co-
lonialists did not leave Africa
and other parts of the World g0

that they could fall into the
hands of a new tyranny which
is what is happening today in
the Horn of Africas Mr_ Chur-
chill concluded.

The British MPs expressed
their appreciation of the uni!
and patriotism of the Somal’
people under the current diff-
cult circumstances and pointed
out that the Somali people will
ultimately merge victorious.

YUGOSLAV DELEGAHON
DEPARTS

The * Yugoslav  delegation
headed by the Minister of Agri-

culture Mr. Ivo Kustrak conclu- -

ded a three day offical visit to
the SDR on the 5th of February.

During their stay in Soma:
lia, the delegation had conclu-
ded talks with Somali govern-
ment officials on hilateral eco-
nomic, technical and saie_:ntific
co-operation. _

An agreement was signed at
Uruba Hotel between the SDR

= PO s

and the Federal Republic of
Yugoslayia, which provides for
bilateral co-operation in the dev-
clopment of livestock, fisheries,
industry, trade, agriculture, ma-

rine transport and veterinary
Research.
Under this agreement the

Yugoslav government will grant
an eighteen million shilling loan
for the expansion of the Moga-
dishu Tannery.
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CULTURE AND ARTS

If Somali people’s experience
and socio-historical life has any
singular variable to show it well
and vividly, folklore must occupy
a prominemt and enviable place.

Somali culture and social herita-
ge, particularly its spiritual part is
largely constituted of folklore.

It is fact that integrated literary,
specially poetry was conceptually
developed by individual contribu-
tions and therefore left us a size-
able and meaningful legacy.

The folklore we are directing our
minds to is the literary part which
contains the recited poetic lines
and spoken prose, the poetic lines
related to the labour songs (Harve-
sting, watering and rearing lives-
tock) etc. and play songs.
the prose division it relates to rhy-
thmic expressions such as proverbs
and epic stories.

As an intergral aspect of folklo-
ve, which is excluded from our sur-
vey, though it deserves special a-
nalyses, is mass music and folk
dances. These are excluded from
our present study because folk li-
terature is more expressive and
directly touchs the sansations and
perception of the man.

To specify our usage of the word
folklore and distinguish it from
the firm mass literature we will
dse it to mean mass artistic cultu-
re in its entirety. But since we
are dealing here with latter only
we will use mostly the firm «mass
literature».  Taking a bird’s eye
view of Somali literary culture its
originality and puritanical nature
becames apparent.

As for A

By purity we do not imply that
that no force of external culture
has influenced it. In fact generally
Somali artistic culture, and partti-
cularly the field we are presently
discussing, has eternal admixture
and blending.
this, Somali mass culture has inner
capacity to absorb and internalise
external influences, assimilating it
to suit its spiritual make up.

Foreign cultural elements entering
somali social life has gone through
a natural metamorphosis, and in
the process has synchronised with
ours. With somali environmental
conditions which give rise to the
Somali cultural setting internal cul-
tural influences have been marvel-
lously coped with at all times whi-
¢h succede to give foreign cultural
extractions an indigenous colouring
taste.

All these go to testify to the con-
tent, deeprootedness of Somali cul-
ture, which otherwise would have
failed to cope with, and additional-
ly to assimilate externally imported
cultural elements, This ~ assimila-
tive reality is made manifest by the
folklore legends such as Abu Na-
was, and others, whose rocts speci-
ficicaly point to be imported from
outside. However such stories in
the transformations they go throu-
gh show the infinite ability of our
cultural background to harmonise
it with the local cultural perspec
tive.

The inherent originality apparent
in Somali folklore emanates from
the specificity of the historical ex-

periences which the society traver-
sed, the historical stages it has pas-
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Nothwithstanding

ass culture and the
Somali personality:
and its people

Environment

By Rashid Sh. Abdillahi

sed and the environmental condi-
tions surrounding it, these are mo-
ulded by the process of historical
trials and experiences.

From this we can clearly deduce
the specificity of our Somali nation’s
culture and civilisation, but the
geographical and territorial factors
linked us to other nations, and
from their cultural treasure we al-
so horrowed, but never at the cost
of departing from our cultural es-
sence.

The more we delve deeper into
Somali folkolre it becomes all the
more obvious how it partook and
touched on every dimension of so-
cial life, leaving nothing outside its
filed of vision, including the follo-
wing: Labour songs, stockraising,
fruguality, herd rearing, carravanee
ring, watering, prosperity and dre-
ght, etc. All these and others con-
sistute a broad field for Somali
mass literature. ‘To the extent that
life is multifaceted so is the culture
that genuinely reflects it. Accor-
dingly culture then actively and dy-
namically mirrored life as then li-
ved. Whenever we seriously con-
sider the Somali folklore it vividly
demonstrates the reality of the so-
ciety that saw its creation, and the
stages passed through by their so-
cial life.

That life and its temporal scope
is not too distant from our contem-
porary times, though it may be as-
sumed that its beginning was far
back in our recorded history, attes-
ts to Somali folklore still retaining
its vitality and relevances and to

this very day its practice is living
in us. Our practical day to day
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The Waberi band in the dance of Kabeebzey.

lives is a sufficient illustration of
its continuing efficacy, Asis objec-
tively admississible over 70% of
our population persist in transhu-
men existence, and accordingly the
caravan journey and the life’s de-
pendence on rainfall temain cru-
cially important factors which no-
madic folklore has to reckon with.
In the meanwhile labour songs on
caravan journeys, watering and wa-
tering tasks, camel loading, rearing
of lambs making of household arti-
cles, and other tasks will be regis-
tered by nomadic folklore, In the
same breath all the proverbs han-
ded down from our ancestors are
daily on our lips.

By this token alone cann’t we
confidently state that Somali mass

culture is a living reality that tran-

scends temporal limitations?

Contrarily in «advanced societies»
of our contemporary era which ha-
- vercached a high level of culture
the mass literature and generaliy
folklore historizally belongs to the
distant past. [Its tracing therefore
only remains in present literary in-
heritance and generally in advan
ced art, theatrical plays stories
novels, music creation and univer-
sally in artistic creation for which
the folklore is considered as its hi
storical source.. The art and li-
terature of those societies has tra-

velled long historical distances hin-
ging on the birth of the new and
the passing away of the old in the-
ir content which is being continu-
ously enriched, extended and deepe
ned in essence, as it were by a pro-
cess of distillation and crystallisa-
tion of folklore, It is in the very
nature of human and social histo.
ry that every stage gives way (o
another, in the overal] developmen-
tal process. Therefore the present
European society in its stages of
folklore creation had a comforta-
ble transitonal time of develop-
ment, so much so that its great va-
lue today is side in its inexhsusiti-
ble facility to adopt new ideas and

concepts to existing forms by inves-
ting in them with new meanings.
i. e. as an example the epic and
legends of early Greeks such as the
odessey From early gpsek civili-
sation to the contemporary, * every
subject matter to be studied regar-
ding these legends redated to their
artistic root, and European litera-
ture at all times depended on crea
tive and never drying up concep-
tual streams which were revitalised
and reinvogorated. Suffice to men-
tion the oedipus legend and how
it widely influenced European art,
Mention must also be made of per-
sonalities such as Heraclos, Sisief
Odesas, Agamenon, Akel, and o-
thers who have immortalised their
names. and European art has stu-
died them from every angle so mu-
ch so today their writings have be-
come an integral and inseparable
part of the European artistic mains-
treant.

Somali mass culture and all fol-
klore dimensions of today are not
as it seems, like the European one
which is ahoved analysed, and thus
it becomes true if we state that so- -
mali folklore is not only a remote
historical source and endlessly con-
tributing to the rest of our cultural
and artistic fields, but life itself
which day after day is immeasura-
bly going on and growing.

Shoba, is a beautiful Somali folklore dance

— .
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Folklore dancers from WabeTi

Each society passes through a
historical stage when its social con-
ciousness takes an a folklore form.
That is when every aspect of social
iife is characterised by social coc-
peration and solidarity, and the in-
dividual role is phenomenonally
not inseperable and indivisible
from that of the social collective
in which he/she lives. In such a
society people as a group engage
in tasks, and as a tatality confront
and face the natural hardships, and

together create their productive im-
plements. In the same vein, the-
ir concepts, reflections, cognition,
artistic and literary productions
are collective oriented, and there
is no one individual who gives his
name to an idea, collectively beni-
ficial, but his own creation, an epic

story of his ownmaking, a poetic
line of his imagination, or a parti-
cular work implement invented by
him. The creation and growth of
life is solely the prerogative of the

collective, and it takes the collec-
tives name. Any individual who
is gifted contributes to the society’s
treasure of knowledge and parta-
kes in its further enrichment. Be
that as it may, when society breaks
into antagonistic classes folowing
the appearance of private proper-
ty, there comes to the forefornt the
individual who by dint of his gif-
tedness makes a name for himself
alone, and in this process the col-
lective’s name is banished, being
relegated to second place Vis-Vis
the individual. It is then that
works of art and literature become
tied to their individual creators.

Folklore in eatly stages of human
knowledge is yielded primary pla-
ce of honour, and it alone did not
submit to separate individual reco-

* gnition.

European society has travelled
many centuries away from this sta-
ge, but for Somali society it was
only yesterday, and upto now, we
still have one foot in it.

From this brief glimpse we can
clearly deduce how influential fol-
klore is in our social life of the
preset.

PEOPLE.

IN SPITE OF ALL. THE THREATS AND DANGERS.
WE REMAIN UNSHAKABLE IN THE GREAT CONFIDE-
NCE WE HAVE IN OUR PEOPLE WHO POSSESS GREAT
MORAL VIRTUES, DETERMINATION AND GREAT CA-
{ PACITY FOR SELF-SACRIFICE. WE ARE CONFIDENT
THAT WE SHALL SUCCEED IN OUR PRESENT TASKS
JUST AS WE SUCCEEDED IN THE PAST, THANKS TO
THE INVINCIBLE UNITY AND COURAGE

SPEECH DELIVERED BY

JAALLE MOHAMED SIAD BARRE!
PRESIDENT OF THE

REPUBLIC
- ON THE 8TH ANNIVERSARY
OF OCTOBER 1969 REVOLUTION.

SOMALI DEMOCRATIC

OF OUR

—_—22
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With agony and ghostly aparition
Approached me the past sleep;
The company of dreadful mares
With bayonet pierced birth,
With fire silenced families

To flee threatened my soul.

But now nearly let

The flow of salty drops

Down brooks of times print.
«Do manly deed», said I in anger.
My head I lowered

Deep down the trench

To retard his visit

Till cause is served.

Then bit my arm

Not lust for blood

But off my mind

Heave all past horror.

My task just now

And hope to come

To choose my road

And serenely move

To my paradise.

To Sidamo, Bali and beloved West,
That wait till devil

Is driven out.

Dove not the means,

But daring arm.

There I can meet

To welcome him —

The lovely friend,

The dreamless sleep.

1MILES TO GO»

By A. M. HIZAM

—_— 23 —
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Seldom has a war of liberation
bzen so little known and under-
stood as that of the Western Som-
ali Liberation Front, But there is
saying that «truth will out». The
courageous struggle of the Somalj
people is what sometime called
the Oggden daily arouses wider
interest, The world has come to
realize that the uprising of the
Western Somalis, together with
the confrontation of Southern
Africa, must be counted among
the longest and most bitterly con-
tested colonial issues of our time,
Even so, the principles which un-
derlie it and the history of the str-
uggle itself are very clear,

The very first point made in the
the Charter of the OAU is «. The
inalienable right of all people to
control their own destiny» Deco-
lonjzgtion was seen as so fundam-
ental that the point precedes not
only all the articles but &ll the rest
of the preamble as well. Similarly.
in Article 1, the United Nations
Charter asserts the principle of
«self-determination  of  peoples»
and recognizes the needs both «to
ensure, with due respect for the
culture of the peoples concerned,
their political advancement, their
just treatment gnd their protection
coninst zbuses», and «to - develop
“self-government, to take due acco-
rat of the political asprations of
the people and to assist them in
the progressive development of
their frze political institutions ac-
rording to the particular circums-
tances of egch territory and its

BOOKS

AND DOCUMENTS

pcoples, Indzed the Charter goes
so far as to say that where a full
measure of self-govenment has yet
to he attained «the interests of the
inl:abitants of those territories are
paramounts,

It is likwise the position of the
Somali Democrgtic Republic  that
Somalis — whomsoever they have
been colonized by in historical re-
cent times - are as entjtled as any
other peoples to the rights so de
fined, This bocklet is intended
therefore, to describe the «particu-
lar circumstances» and the «terri-
tory» and «people» of Western So
malia, Reference might also be
people in what is sometimes calls
mgde, not only to the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights but
also the convenants of Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights and on
Civil and Political Rights. Article
1 of each of these covenants affir-
ms in ideniical terms that «gll peo
ples have the right of self-determi-
nation, By virtue of that right they
freely determine their politicel sta-
tus and freely pursue their econo-
mic social and cultural develop-
ment», Unfortunately neither the
Imperial Government of the Ethio-
pian Empire, nor its successor ie-
gime have as yet geceded to these
two convenants which offer man-
kind further protection against the
very injustices which the UN and
OAU seek, as cardinal priority, to
guard against, Let us proczed di-
rectly, therefore, to the question:
Who are the Somali people?

o M, s

" Background to the Liberation
Struggle of the Western Somalis

Issued by: Ministry
of Foregn Affairs

THE SOMALI PEOFLE IN HIS
TORY:

The origins of the Somali Ng-
tion date back many centuries into
the early history of the Horn of
North-Eastern Africa, Archaeolo-
logical evidence of the famed an-
cient realm of Punt, with  which
the Pharoahs traded; references
by Greeks and Romgns; the sites
of ancient cities and settlements -
many still awaiting more detailed
study — survive to this day. Seve-
ral old cities including Moga-
dishu the present capital remain
thriving administartive and com-
mercial centres. Smaller centres
serve as market of agricultural
areas. However, the Somalis have
always been a predominantly pasto
ral people and they develop early on
and in many ways unique state fra-
me work to refelect their social
structure and way of life.

No nation lives in complete izo-
lation and contacts there have
been plenty across the Gulf of
Aden and the Indian Ocean and to
the South particularly along the
Coast, Likewise to the west trade
routes have long extended into the
lands of the Oromos or Gallas,
the Afars and the Eritreans and
even beyond into the highlands of
Abyssinia above the Western esca-
rpment of the Great Rift Valley.
where the people had adopted an
carly form of Chirstianity. The So-
mali territories, however have al-
ways maintained a geographical,
cthnic and cultural distinctness,
particularly from those highlands,



HALGAN

February 1978

on which city states and squabb-
ling feudal principalities rose and
fell in profussion over the centur-
ies, There have bzen wars which
- usually occurred when one or oth-
er of the Abyssinian kings was ab-
le to effectively assert himself as
emperor and true imperial fa-
shion attempt to raid and collect
tribute or plunder from neighbour
in every direction, Such invasions
were successfully contained by the
Somalis - for exmaple, in the four-
tzenth century reign of the Abys-
sinvian Empror Ande Sjo and the
fifteenth century reigns of Emper-
rs Zare Yakob and Baida Mariam,
There were however long period:
when peaceful commerce was mo-
re typical; war was never the no-

N

In the sixteenth century, Abys-
<inian raiding parties again engag-
ed in plunder and destruction.
The harrassed Somali Natjon was
obliged to retaliate, Somali armies
fcd by their hero, the famous So-
mali ruler of Harar the Imam Ah-
med Ibn Ibrahim El-Ghazi (nic-
knamed «Gurey» the «left hand-
ed» swept across the rift valley
right up into the Abyssinian hig-
hlands. His expliots and those of
his force: were recorded at the
time and have lived on in the tra-
ditions of Abyssinians and Soma-
lis alike, To the Somalis, his name
ranks with those of later nationa-
lists such as Sayid Mohamed Ab-
dille Hassan - and has become an
inspiration to the nationalists of
iodoy. In Abyssinia it is used to
intimidate unruly or disobedient
children,

Thz Abyssinian imperial forces
of those days were allied with the
first generation of Portuguese im-
perialists who as part of their wor-
L1 plan sought to control the tra-
de of the Indian Ocean and the
adjacent Gulfs. The Portuguese
i occupy certain points on the
roasts of North-Eastern Africa fr-
om time to time, but were never
in a position to overcome the Sc-
mali Nation '

[t is important to peint out that
neither the city of Harar - nor any
other Somali city - included Abys-
sinfans from the higlands west of
of the rift valley among its citize-
ns.

Not all the rulers resided per-
manently at Harar - the Emir Abu-
Bakar, may from 1512, have bzen
the first among some 26 rulers na-
med in the chronicles to do so,
Mcuh has been written by Arab
and other travellers and scholars
touching on the Somali Nation of
those days which had trade links
as far as China, but the first Euro-
pean known to have passed throu-
gh one of the five gates of
Harar built by. Emir Nur as a de-
fance against the Abyssinians —
was an Englishman disguised as
© meslim merchant, Although this

was not until the mid-nintzeth

mentury, it was still before the in-
“~rnecine strife of the Abyssinian
hiehlands seriously overflowed ag-
sin at the time of the scramble for
Africa.

THE HORN OF AFRICA
BEFORE THE SCRAMBLE

This English traveller was Sir
Richard Burton and his impres-
sions are significant, for he was
riuite clear on the independence of
the Somali country, He described
Harar and its environs before the
scramble, in a work «First foot-
steps in East Africa or an explora-
don of Harar», published in 1856
His journey was on behalf of the
Fast India Company «to ascertain
t"e productive resources of the un-
I'mown Somali country in East Af-
rica» which he correctly described
as occupying «the whole of the
Eastern Horn, He  described
*ha nomadic patterns of the majo-
rity of the peoples and called Ha-
rar an «ancient metropolis of a
once mighty race, the only perma-
nent settlement in East Africa_ the
reportzd seat of Muslim learﬁing1
» walled city of stone house, pos-
sessing its independent chief, its
peculiar population, its  unknown
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language and its own coinage, the
emporium of the coffee trade., the
great manufactory of cotton clo-
ths etc,» The wider «country of
ille Somali», Burton considered
«by no means destitute of capabi-
lities, Though partially desert and
thinly populated», he wrote, «it
possesses valuable articles of traf-
fic and its harbours export the pro
duce of the Gurage, Abyssinjan,
Malla ana other inlénd races» Li-
ke the missionary Krap before him
he mentioned trading contacts he
had repeatedly heard of at Zeila
and Harar, which reputedly exten-
ded right across to the West Coa-
st of Africa. Although he did not
explore it, there is also & long tra-
dition of Islamic students from the
region living and studying in spe-
cial quarters at the Great Mosque
in Damascus, Many indigenous
documentary histories await an ap-
propriate political and cultural clj-
mate for scientific study,

Burton met the ruling Emir, Ah-
med Abubakr and described him
as wearing «a flowing cloth, edg-
ed with snowy fur and a narrow
white turban tightly twisted arou-
nd a tall conical cap of red velvet»
Burton had his own views on the
the structure of the Somali Na-
tion. He described the Issa, for ex-
ample | as «probably the most
powerful branch of the Somali na-
lion», living «Northward to the
Wayma family of the Dankali
Southward to the Gadabursi
and midway between Zeila and
Ferbera; Eastwards bounded by
sea and Westwards the Gallas ar
ound Harar», He did not mention
any resident Abyssinians.
nians.

Tte Ottomans and their succes-
sors the Egyptians had long en-
deavoured to control the Eritrean
»nd Somali coasts and associated
o rovtes, In 1873, the Egypti-
ans affecting the imperial designs
of the Khedive Ismail, seized the
Somszli coast and occupijed Harar
The ruler, Sheikh Muhammed Ab-
delshakur was killed, despite his
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submitting, and replaced by a go-
vernor. However, the Egyptians
were never able to subdue the
people of the area, In 1882 the
British occupied Egypt and orga-
nized the evacuation of their for-
ces [rom Harar, Although, parti-
cularly since the opening of the Su-
ez Canal jn 1869 the British were
well aware of the important trade
routs and valuable economy of the
area, they did not szek to annex or
protect’ the city of Harar and its
environs, This was in defrence to
the French rather than to the lo-
cal people. Instead they arrange
that Abdullahi a son of the last
Emir, should succeed.

Meantime Menelik the Abyssi-
nizn ruler of Shoa who had been
amassing [lire-arms with the h
of European governments, began
an  expansionist policy  which
through conquest, colonization and
agreements with other imperialists
from Europe, was to more than
double the area he ruled and in
the process, make him Negusa
Neghast (king of the king) of the
Fthiopian empire. He coveted not
only Harar but Zeila and great ar-
eas belonging to the Somali Na-
tion, The defeat of the Italian an
mies by the Abyssinians at the bat
tle of Adowa in 1896 certainly ra-
ised Menelik’s stature in the im-
perial capitals of the world, but it
inauguarted years of deprivation
and tributation for the entire Som-
ali Nation which fell victim to co-
lonial partition by the French, the
British, the Italian and the Abyssin-
ians.

THE PARTITION OF THE
SOMALT NATION

Landing parties arriving appar-
ently causally at points on the co-
ast were most often resisted, as
the Portuguese adventures had
been before them, but eventually
the Somali Nation found itself en-
circled. The interest of the French
the British and the Italians in the
coast of the Gulf of Aden and the
Horn of Africa did not abate, Tr-
eaties | agrecement and protectora-

tes established by European com-
panies and powers with Somali
chieftains and dignjtaries on or
near the Northern and Eastern
Coasts soon began to affect the lives
of the people further inJand. They
are too many to list separately in
this short pamphlet, but it should
be noted that the formula they fol-
lowed, with minor variation, clea-
rly set out as paramount the main-
tenance of the independence of
the Somalis.

The territorial integrity of the
Somali Nation was of course vital
and non-negotiable. Being in the
main, nomadic and dependent up-
on herds of cattle and camel]s,
their forefathers had, over the cen-
turies, built up a measure of mas-
tery over the seasonal ecology of
the semi-desert lands of the Horn.
Thus it was never implied that
Britain or anyone else might be
empowered to alienate any part of
that territory — quite the reversc
— or to restict the vital patterns
of tranmshumance. A typical agnee-
ment, dated 14th July, 1884, rea-
ds: «Whereas the garrisons of his
Highness the Khedive are about to
be withdrawn from Berbera and
Bulahar and the Somali Coast gen-
erally, We, the undersigned Elders
of the Habar-Awa] tribe, are des-
irous of entering into an agreement
with the British Government for
the maintenance of our indepen-
dence the preservation of order
cte...» and there was always a de-
laration, quoted here from the
prpzement signed by «Ahmed Mu-
rean. Chief of the Ogaden» on 1st
September, 1896  «. .that 1 will
not nor shall my successors or any
of my people, cede or alienate any
portion of my territories or depen-
dencies,..» Taken into to these
provisions affirmed Semali sovere-
ignty over their territory.

Meantime | from the highlands
of Abyssinia, King Menelik of
Shoa began to put pressure on
Harar, The Emir tefused to sub-
mit, even on receipt of threat «I
will come to Harar and replace
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the Mosque with a Christian Chur-
ch» The Emir did however send a
Somali, Hersi Alj, to appraise the
British in Aden who had brought
his family back to power, of his
precarious position. Well aware
of the extent of Menelik’s armou-
ry, they tock no action, The Shoa
forces crossed the Awash river the
Fren:h poet Arthur Rimbaud had
just described as «the boundary of
Menelik’s kingdom» and, not for
the last time, put Harar and its
environs to the sword.

In February, 1887 Menelik ad-
vised the British colonial authori-
ties at Aden that he «King of
Shoa and of all the Gallas gocd
and bad (had) hoisted his flag in
his (the Emir’s) capital and my
troops occupied his city..», In a
clear reference not to Somali Na-
tion but to the Christian termino-
lcey used by the other imperialis-
ts to justify colonization he added
«_.This js not a Muslim country as
everyone  knows». He later
wrote to his Italian ally. «my -
oceupation of Harar augurs well
for the commercial relations bet-
waen ltaly and Shoa», and antici-
pating further colonial adventures,
added «.but more important is the
question of Zeila, (a centuries old
Somali port and trade terminus on
the Gulf of Aden) if Your Majes-
ty will see to its cession to me the
port will be open to trade.»

In 1891, after further communi-
ration with Italy — his major ar-
mourer who nevertheless secretly
aspired to a protectorate over Eth-
iopia — Menelik = laid detailed
claim_ in letters to the heads of
European states, to the areas he in-
tended to colonjze, He confirmed,
what his campaigns had already
made obvious, that he was deter-
mined to subdue «all the Gallas
(Oromos)», «I shall endeavour»
he wrote, «...to establish the an-
cient frontiers  (tributaries) of
Ethiopia up to Khartoum (present
capital of the Republic of Sudan)
and as far as Lake Nyanza (Lake
Victoria»
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There is of course no historical
justification for such claims again-
st the lands of pre-colonial sister
African states, Towards the east
he included. «the country of the
Borana Gallas and the Arusi coun-
try up to the limits of the Somalis,
including also the Issa Somalis etc»
Then, alone powers at a rulers of
Africa, he boasted «If powers at a
distance come forward to partition
Africa betwezen them, I do not in-
tend to be indifferent spector». Nor
was he.

With Harar as an advance base,
Shoa military expendition began
to raid and burn settlements and
oot the herds of the Somalis, As
in other parts of Africa the fact
that many a patriot lost his life in
valiant but unsuccesful resistance
to such colonial savagery, is well
documented, A British political
agent’s report dated 12th April,
1692 is typica] of many. It reads
«a large Abyssinjan expendition
returned from the Ogaden. . brin-
ging with them as booty, some
thousands of camels, cattle and
property of all descriptions., (they
had) devastated a large part of the
Western Ogaden and slaughtered
the people», Missionaries; travel-
lers; big game hunters — all re-
peatedly describe countless similar
horrors suffered by men, women,
children and livestock in Western

Somalia.

Yet the British, particularly af-
ter the Ethiopian defeat of the Ita-
lians saw themselves in aweak
position. They needed only to sec-
ure fresh meat for their Aden gar-
rison astride the imperial route to
india_ This, together with their se-
rious diffjculties in the Sudan be-
fore and after the death of Gene-
rad Gordon, suggested an urgent
settlement with Ethiopia, despite
the many problems darwn to their
attention by the «protecteds So-
malis which they had duly noted.
Accordingly, and it must be stres-
sed without much regard for pro-
tected” Somalis, whom they also
denied arms to protect themselves

they restricted their sphere of in-
fluence in the Horn of Africa and
negotiated new boundries with
Menelik, and in particular with
his governor in Harar (the Ras Ma
konen, father of Haile Sellassie)
and with other colonial powers,
Both France, because of her im-
perial ambitions on the Upper Ni-
lc and expanding commercial ac-
tivity in Abyssinia  and Italy like-
wise failed to honour protectorate
agrzements with the Somalis.

These arrangements are clearly
null and void in international law
since the Somalis, although mate-
rially affected, were not party to
them, Their effect was that Ethio-
pia gained control — although in
most areas she did not exercise
this at least until the 1930°s and
in some places not at all — over
many motre thousand square miles
of Somali country. As has been
observed, the Somalis had jn no
case delegated to anyone the right
to cede territory on their behalf.
several other cretaria held
legeally relevan t, such
as «effective occupation» all dem-
onstrate the illegality of Ethiopian
occupation of Western Somalia —
a claim she bases on colonial trea-
ties between imperialist powers,
This is particularly so, since the
signing of the United Nations Cha-
ster, with its emphasis on equal ri-
shts and the self-determination of
peoples, and the subsequent dep-
arture of British, Italian and Fren-
ch colonial administrations. In de-
colonization struggle which invol-
ve the ascertainment of title, the
principle of the right of self-deter-
mination of the people of the ter-
ritory is the only relevant norm
of coatemporary international law
as recent cases involyig Namibia
and other areas have demonstra-
ted

THE RESISTANCE
OF SOMALI PATRIOTS

At the time of partition, the So-
malis themselves remained largely
in ignorance of the new arrange-
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ments despite their being so vital
to their livelihood. A few howev-
er were, aware, Frah Nura, a poet
who died about 1930, had written

«The British, the Ethiopian,

and the Italians are squabbling,

the country is snatched and di-

vided by whosover is stronger,

The country is sold piece by

piece without our knowledge,

And as for me — all this is a

sign of the last days of the wor-

1d».

Small wonder, therefore that
when an attempt at  demarcation
was later made, righteous indigna-
tion led to tension, riots and even
the death of a commissioner invo-
Ilved., Meantime also, the more
aware of the opinjon-formers
throughout the bewildered and
suffering Somali Nation — which
like others in Africa and eleswhe-
re did not cease to exist just beca-
use of the venzer of multi-faceted
colonialism — also began to com-
rehend and vigorously to oppose
seemed to
«divide and rule» their country
and their common culture,

One of the first Somalis to wri-
te his life story in English earlier
this century, when deploring ra-
cism and colonialism, commented
on the increasing parochialism fo-
rced on the marriage pattern of
the people by such dismemberme-
nt. But it was through the Soma-
li Nation’s great literary tradition
in its own language that protest re-
mained the most strident, New
strength was drawn from the ex
ploits of the Somali freedom figh-
ter, Sayid Mohamed Abdille Has-
san, A renowned and travelled
scholar, he had resented the af-
front which all colonialism entajl-
ed, to the political independence
and other aspects of the indigen-
ous culture of the Somali Nation.
He was born in 1864, and was
from the Ogaden clan of Western
Somalia. He fought the British,
the Ttaljans and the Ethiopian co-
lonislists for twenty years — and
even Somalis if he considered
them collaborators, He was of co-
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urse very far removed from the
«mad Mullah» image with which
‘he colonialists tried to discredit
him. A visionary who was also
one of Africa’s greatest poets, Sa-
yid Molhamed addressed on of his
fong remembered messages to his
own clansmen  the Ogaden, speci-
fically exhorting them to resist the
the colonialism of the Ethiopian
Amahars and the British, He com-
municated his poetic vision of
their struggle in the following in-
spiring and still most relevant pha
aA8ECS:

«., My heart rejoices at the de-
cision you have come to,

When in the early morning, at
dawn, you rise and mount your
stallion,

Apart from the sand and dust
that rises up around you — the
columns of dust —

The road which you will follow
is not one on which people lose
their way..,

The road was that of self-deter-
minatjion and frzedom for his peo-

ple.

His campagins and battles are
too numerous to set out in detail
in this pamphelt, One battle at
Dulmadobe, in which & British of-
ficer sent to lead a camel corps
against the nationaljsts and most
of his troops were killed, is parti-
rularly remmembered, As today,
not even attacks from the air daw
nted the Somali spirit and like Lo-
bengula of Zimbabwe, Sayid Mo-
hamed was never capture but djed
late in 1921 of natural causes in
the frzedom of the countryside for
which he fought, His feat of cou-
raze and defiance compare with
those of the Mahdi, Samore Tou-
re and the uncowed Asanthene
Prempeh 1, The deeds of his fol-
lowers were in the pattern of the
Impi of Chakka. The Maji-Ma'i
warriors and many later natjona-
list heroes. Today detailed accou

nts of all these liberation struggles
are not only taught in schools
throughout free Africa and else-
where but remain inspiring and li-
ving traditjons recounted at fire-
sides in the remotest countryside.

In contrast  Ethiopian troops jo-
ined the other colonial forces in
mast of the punitive campaigns
for it was the emperor of Ethjopia
himsell who first suggested joint
action by colonial powers against
the Somali nationalist and his fol-
lowers, It may be noted that, Me-
nelik also employed foreign  mer-
cenaries in his wars of expansion,
tradition that dies hard — one
Russian ~ Commander, Leontive,
had his legs blown off by his can-
non!

[n the 1920’s and 1930°: op-
pression, particularly in Western
Somalia, worsened, Except at Ha-
rar and closeby there was no per-
manent Ethiopian administration
and what little there was has al-
ways bzen military, Undisciplined
raiding parties pillaged wantonly.
With the advent of the Italo-Eth-
fopjan war in 1936, Italy overran
Ethiopia and the British Protecto-
rate in 1940 during the Second
World War, Somalis, except those
in Northern Kenya and Jibouti,
were placed under one administra-
tion. After the occupation by Bri-
tish Commonwealth, Belgian and
local forces in 1941-42. The Bri-
tish military continued this admin-
istrative pattern for some vears.

The attitudes of Haile Sellassie
and i imperial government, how
evr had not changed, His mobili-
zation order at the beginning of
the war had read, «Italy prepares
a second time to violate our terri-
tory_.. soldiers gather round your
chiefs and thrust back the invader
You shall have lands in Eritrea
and Somaliland», For any Ethio-
pian soldier who did not fancy
the life of a settler in someone
else’s country. and knew that no
Somali would accept serfdom, the-
re was the warning that villages
after the receipt of the proclama-
tion «shall be hangeds.
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The Italo-Ethiopjan war did not
mean, much to most Somalis who
disliked the colonialism of Shoa
Ambhara just as much as any other
And true to form, socn after Haile
Sellassie’s return to Addis Ababa
from exile in May 1941, he laid
~laim to all of Itally’s adjacent co-
onies. Regrettably, he achieved
imperialist support over the fate
of Eritrea, but not with regard to
ex-Italian Somaliland. Moreover,
the administration of Western So-
malia and certain other «reserved
arcas» was retained by the British
military and they were not admin-
istered by Ethiopia unitl as late as
1948 and in other parts 1955 —
when non-self-government count-
ries elsewher in the world had al-
ready begun to achieve self-deter-
mination,

But the great powers were nei-
ther consistent nor could they ag-
ree on the future of Italy’s former
colonies, which rapidly became
mere pawns in a wider diplomacy.
The price of thejr cynicism and
indecision is paid for daily by the
suffering Eritrean people, Mean-
time, in 1949 TItaly was granted a
ten-year United Nations Trusbee
ship over her former Somali colo-
ny. Haile Sallasie cabled the secre-
tary General curiously condemning
the General Assembly for «overrid-
ing the principles of self-determina-
tion of peoples so clearly expressed
by the Somalis». In peint of fact Et-
hiopia did not then and does not
now adhere to this principle and the
world - still less the Somalis - was
not deceived. The true struggle of
all Somalis for restoration of their
rights of self-determination and in-
dependence continued in every
part of the nation -—as many a
monument to the brave and many
an unmarked grave attests today,

Everywhere the Somali Youth
League tock up the banner of Sa-
yid Mohamed Abdille Hassan and
called for the restoration of cul-
tural and political [reedom, At Jig-
jiga in Western Somalia, they de-
clined to haul down their flag and



HALGAN

February 1978

the police opened fire killing tew-
enty-five persons, The Somali You-
th League was then proscribed
and an attempt was made to ban
all political activity. But events el-
sewhere in the Somali lands, much
to the emperor’s chagrin, moved
ingxorably with the postwar pat-
tern of decolonization

THE TURNING OF THE TIDE.

In 1960, the Somali in the Bri-
tish Protectorate were due to re-
gain their independence, just be-
before those in the Italian Trust
Trritory and as that time approa-
ched there was a general atmos-
phere of excitement throughout
the entire Somali Nation — in We-
stern Somalia not least, Emperor
Haile Sellassic meantime tried be-
latedly to revise the image of Am-
hara colonialism but he did not un.
derstand the modern
world. It has not been
in the nature of colonialism aynwh-
ere to foster anything but the sup-
erficial study of indigenous peo-
nles and Western Somalia was no
excoption. Colonialists are more
concerened with assimijlation.

Speaking in the Ogaden on 25
August, 1956, the Ethiopian em-
promised the Somalis schools «not
only (to) impart education, but
also to foster understanding and
co-operation among the military,
the palice and the civil populationy.
He knew well the nature of the
the Ethiopian presence there. No-
thing ever came of what Haile Se-
llasie, using the royal plural, des-
cribed as «Our long cherished but
detayed plan to initiate (develop-
ment) plans which posterity will
long remember». That he was thi-
nking in terms of assimilation in-
tv Amahara culture is clear enou-
sh. «It is imperative for you, who
from part of the great family of
the Empjre of Ethiopia» he told
the Somalis, «to acquire the nec-
essary education where by you will
be able to take over the various
positions and responsibilities that
await you in the Central Govern-
ment  Adminjstration _ lack of
knowledge of the national langu-

age will be a barrier (so) learn to
read and write Ambharicy.

Nor did the empror’s ambition
endd with the Somalis  of Western
Somalia. In true Imperial tradi
tion he concluded «. we consider
that all the Somali peoples are ec-
onomically linked with Ethiopia.
we do not believe that a (Somali)
state can stand alone, separated
from Ethiopia». But even the few
Somali children who were brought
to schools in Addis Ababa reject-
ed Amharic as did Eritrean when
an altempt was made to impose
that language on them. They, like
the South African Students of Sow-
eto and elsewhere who today reje-
t Afrikans, knew well the politi-
cel relationship between the med-
i'm and the message. The Somalis
~roud of their distinct and rich
culture, put it quite graphically in
a proverb: Let no one who mere-
lv promises greener pasture, con-
trol your moving camp_ They rejec-
ted assimilation out of hand.

Even thoug principles in the an-
sevures to resolutions of the Uni-
ted Nations General Assembly do
in cetain circumstances. allow a
non-self-governing territory to be
aid to have reached a full-measu-
> of self-goverment through jnte-
gration with an independent state
~— as well of course, as through
free association or emergence as a
sovereign state — the implementa-
tion of any and all of these op-
tions is held to require free, volu-
ntary and informed choice, and
must be on the basis of complete
enuality and through free political
institutions, None of this for sure
is applicable to Western Somalia.
In international law_  any purpor-
ted integration by Ethiopia may
by seen to be null and viod.

No serious student of the
Horn of Africa was surprised
when, on the restoration of their
independence in 19260, the for-
mer British Somaliland and the
United Natjons Trust that was
formerly lItalian Somaliland joy-
fully and at once reunited. Unfor-

tunately but understandably, there
fol'owed over the years not infer-
quent friction with the Ethiopian so-
Idiery still clinging to their occupa-
tion of Western Somalia. That both
the Ttalian Government and the So-
mali Government made every at-
tempt to solve this problem by ne-
gotiation, is a matter of record at
the United Nations, but the Ethio-
pian government did not coopera-
te:

Meantine, Emperor Haile Sellas-
sie felt able to encourage the Fren-
ch colonial authories similar to lin-
ger on. According to BBC broad-
cast on 28th August, 1966, in an
unguarded moment the emperor,
speaking to his fellow colonialists
said, (I would like France to stay
in French Somaliland for ever».
But it was not to be. France like
Britain and Italy before her,with-
drew; the right of self-determina-
tion prevailed and in 1977 the in-
dependent state of Djibouti was
born. The Somali Nation was gre-
atly relieved but the general attitu-
de of Ethiopia gives pause for tho-
ught.

It should be remembered that
when the founding fathers of mo-
dern African nationalism and pan-
Africanism began to plan the sys-
tematic transformation of traditio-
nal African resistance to all forms
of colonial oppression into what
came to be termed the «African as-
sertion» or «Revolution», Ethiopia
was not much in evidence. She
did not host or even participate in
early Africanist conferences —even
in the vital one held in Manchester,
England, in 1945 when it was de-
cided to open a new phase of the
struggle in Africa itself. Abyssi-
nian rulers had indzed discouraged
visiting delegates propounding any
form black conciousness or mote
progressive concepts, It is well
known, if not often repeated fact
that even in the early days of the
United Nations Organization, E-
thiopia preferred to identify on ide-
ological and even ethnic grounds
with the other imperialist powers.
The precipitate haste in which <he
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sent forces to join the controversial
«United Nations» expeditionary
force to Korea is an example of her
controlling allegiances — as is her
subsequently sending delegates to
Lishon before the recent changes,
to celebrate the five hundredth an:
niversary of the activities of Prin-
ce Henry the Nevigator of Portuga
— which initiated among other
evils the hideous slave trade and
the very era of territorial imperia-
lism itself.

Small wonder when sites in pro-
gressive African capitals were pro-
posed which might auger badly for
the interests of her imperialist al-
lies, the Imperial Ethiopian Go-
vernment was assisted to offer a
«permanent» home in 1963 for the
headquarters of the OAU in her
feudal capital. Many an African
delegate of those days came away
with personal experiences of the co-
onial and recist attitudes of the
Amharas, who despised them - as
«Barias» or «Shankallas», before a
new word «Africanotch» was dis-
creetly introduced by the supercili-
ous authorities. Worse, the same
shocking attitudes were maintained
at gun-point in Western Somalia.
That the oppressive regime of the
former emperor derived support
from sychophantic items in the am-
hatic press refering to him as «em-
peror of Africa» and describing
every visiting degnitary as «seeking
advice on how to rule his subjects»
has been revealed but the successor
regime has to date proved incapa-
ble of replacing outdated and arro-
gant Amhara attitudes towards o-
ther nationalities. Tn fact it con-
tinues to practice similar and even
more cruel methods to suppress
their aspirations.

Meantime, however, events in
Western Somalia did not stand still.
There is a limit to the oppression
which any human heing can stand.
When through negligence, incom-
petence and corruption adequate
measures were not taken to deal wi-
th the famines which recently struck
part of North-Fastern Africa and

the Sahel; and instead attemps we-
re made by an indifferent, coloni-
al and aristocratic regime in Addis
Ababa even to cover up the starva-
tion and sorry suffering of the peo-
ple — then the Western Somalis
sent the pathetic message to the Go-
vernment of the Somali Democratic
Republic, that if they were to die
they wished at least to die as free
Somalis once more.

The Somali Government was
in fact already responding to their
plight. The provision and even
airlift of food and supplies was al-
ready under way. Refugees and re-
settlment fraining camps were es
tablished. Everyone coaperated.
Even students temporarily gave up
their studies to help tend the needs
of their brothers and sisters.

Enough was enough. Early in
1977 the people of Western Soma-
lia, the most oppresesd and long
suffering fragment of the Somali
Nation, rose under the banner of
their liberation front and ejected
the last of the colonialists from So-
mali country. Although often accu-
sed of encouraging the freedom fi-
shters who were after all their bro-
thers and sisters, the Government
of the Somali Democratic Republic
had indeed long restrained the libe-
ration movement still hoping agai-
nst hope to achieve a peaceful and
just African solution to the prob-
lem. Most unfortunately, the mili-
tary successors to the Ethiopian im-
perial regime, unable by themsel-
ves to comprehend let alone with-
stand the tide of history, called in
foreign mercenaries to faciliate the
introduction of a hoped for new
chapter of suppression of the hu-
man rights of the Somali Nation.

In righteous indignation and in
a spirit of solidarity with the wes-
tern Somali Liberation Front and
the United Nations — for respect
for the right of self-determination
is not only incumbent upon all sta-
tes, but following General Assem-
bly Resolution 2625 (XXV) its pro-
motion «through joint and separa-
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te action» is a «duty» - the govern-
ment of the Somali Democratic Re-
public, without counting the cost
in unfinished joint projects, expel
led from its soil those who so abu-
sed hospitality and who demonstra-
ted such contempt for human diz-
nity as to provide mercenaries and
supplies to the former occupying
power. '

CONCLUSION

To pretend, as spokesmen in
Addis Ababa tend to say, that Ethi-
opia was the only state and rest of
Africa mere warring tribes, smacks
of racis mand arrogance but is none
theless typical of what has been ter-
med colonial mentality. It is to ig-
nore ancient Ghana-Mali-Songhai,
the Kingdoms of Asante, Dahomey
and Benin, the hausa-fulani states.
Morocco, Bakongo, Bunyoro and
Buganda, the realm of the Mwene:
Mutapa, the Zulu Nation - to say
nothing of Nubia, Meroe and Egy-
pt hereself - to athitrarily mention
but a few historic African states,

‘Nations in Africa are not a coloni

al development. It was not the ex-
istence of Abyssinia or the Ethio-
pian empire state that was uniguely
significant, nor even its survival as
a largely unconquered political ex-
pression into modern times. It was
that, having aquired sufficient wea-
pons, is alone among the states of
Africa, participated in the scram-
ble for Africa, connoving with
other imperial powers from Euro:
pe and, moreover, when those
other colonialists gave up their ill-
gotten gains, Fthiopia hung on tc -
them. Her colonial reportoire va-
ried from the once Portuguese pat-
tern of cutural assimilation to the
settlement of alien groups on alie-

nated lands, punitive raiding expe-

dition, looting, rape and vicious re-
pression: details and photographs
of which have been previously pub-
lished by the Somali Government.

Alienation of land, trampling on
human rights and police oppression
are the same, be they Amhara or
Afrikaner. Well might the leader
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of the Western Somali Liberation
Front cry out, with Chief Luthuli.
«Let my people Free». There have
been many Steve Beko’s among the
suppressed nationalisties in Ethio-
pia. The study of colonialism not
just in Europe but every where in
the wotld — take the Ottoman em-
pire for example — demanstrates
a universal reluctance on the part
of imperialists to lose control over

the political and economic distiny

of captive nations. The situation in

Western -Somalia has not been uni-
que. Nor are colonial boundaties

by the very nature of their imposi-
tion sacred. Decolonization cannot
be frozen half way through, to suit
one anachronistic empire, in de
fiance of the pattern of world his-
tory. Colonialism, while it persists
is «permanent aggression» which
has to be resisted. Only after na-
tional intergrity is restored through
self-determination are frontiers se-
cure. This interpretation is of cour-
se in conformity with the princi-
ples of justice and International
Law.

Ethiopia has long benefited from
the fact that its capital was desig-
nated the seat of the Organization
of African Unity. That location has
permitted Ethiopia to distort the
issue of its maladministration of
Somali territories at the Somali Go-
vernment’s expense. An impression
has been deliberately created in Af-
rica and elsewhere that the Somalis
repudiate the notion of the stabili-
ty of borders and the principle of
respect for territorial integrity and
that accepting the justice of their cl-
aim will somehow create chaos thr-
oughout the continent. That is of
course not the case. The issue of

Western Somalia is unigue and sui
generis in the context of Africa.

The Somali Democratic Repub-
lic respects lawful boundaries and
the principle of tervitorial intergri-
ty, as it accepts the right of self-de-
termination and other relevant ru-
les of international law in the reso:
lution. of the current problem.

The truth is that, aware that
the mere fact that she was admit-
ted to the United Nations does not
import validation of illegal territo-
rial claims, the imperial Ethiopian
Government and its successor re-
gime have gone so far as to attem-
pt to use the OAU itself to frustra-
te the legitimate aspirations of na-
tionalities. This is doomed to fail.
because the spirit of African Unity
is one between equals, not between
colonialists and subjects. 1t must be
stresed that not all Ethiopians arc
guilty of encouraging such perver-
sion. The terrible repression of op-
position. groups now current within
the crumbling empire-state has
been no more able to prevent the
enlightened from defying official
«red terror» and constructively
discussing the «nationality probl em
as they describe it in their many
boaklets and pamphlets - than it
has to deny the equal rights and
self-determination of the Eritreans
and the Somalis of Western Soma-
lia. It is with such enlightened Eth-
iopians that a free Somali Nation
can, as in times past, live without
outside interference in brotherhood
and mutual respect. Meantime, ho-
wever, this vision and that of con-
tinental unity itself will continue to
fade unless the cancer of persistent
colonialism in Africa’s Southern
and North-Eastern extremities is

cured once and for all.

In many speeches, the Presi-
dent of the Somali Democratic Re-
public has continued to endeavour
to promote a peaceful settlment in
Western Somalia. He has sent dele-
gations and even sought by perso-
nal summitry to secure a just and
equitable settlment acceptable tc
the people of Western Somalia.
He met both the late emperor and
his current successor. To date, all
this has been to no avail, but the
position of the Somali Democratic
Republic has not changed, A pea-
ceful and just settlement by ne-
gotiation is still the aim, However
it must now be pointed out that

~he chances of securing such an

African solution are rendered near
impossible while Russian and Cu-
ban mercenaries with massive ar-
ms supplies flagrantly appear fto
have taken control of events. Not
only those involved in the legiti-
mate struggle in Western Somalia.
buf also innocent and uninvolved
Som:ali civilians in several towns
and cities in the Somali Democra-
tic Republic have been subjected
to straffing from the air and fo
bombs and napalm, Fatalities and
severe injuries have resulted. Such
a situation is clearly intolerable
and has to stop.

The considered opinion of the
Somali Government is that the en-
tire international community shou-
1d call upon the Soviet Union and
and its allies to discontinue their
intervention in the affairs of the
African continent, An African se-
ttlement, having in mind the in-
terests of the peoples involved,
would then have a good chance
of achievement.



HALGAN February 1978

Women are Teady for the defence
of their Land.

Girl students undergone military
training.

The Somali people are famous lor
their patriotism.
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Mogadisho:



