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ABOUT OURSELVES

 have bern preatdy stimmdmed and encouagead by the seveption acconded o
the first printed issue of “Liberation,” (No. 3) by breedom-Joving people
throtghout the Union and beyond its boeders. Te s ddear hrom the many  con-
pratulatory letters received that our magazine flls a deeply-fels 1‘-"-‘1"1-_ Some {l‘lul
not enoneh’) ol the letters enclose contributions o the “Liberation Printing Fund.
We must repeat the appeal made in our lase issue : “Liberation” cannat live and
grow unless it receives financial aid from its synporters.

The CONGRESS OF <DEMOCRATS  (Johannesburg) writes:  “We believe
that the rtheoretical discassions which “Liberation”™ will provoke and foster will
he of inestimable henehit to us in the course of our activities.  We offer this small
contribution to assist you in vour endeavanrs 1o provide the theoreticdl guidance so
necessary (o those engaged in the strugele tor PEACE, FREEDOM and DEMO
CRACY IN SOUTH AFRICAY Irem London,  England, SALLY MORGAN
as a youni and, 1 hope democratic Soumh Afncan,” writes: 1 should like you
to know how much | welcome the appesrance of your courageous magazine
The task belore us is Mtkely o0 be +ath long and arduous but provided thar unity
of thouwht and acvon is maintagned "and strengthened among us, eventually we
must build a stromy and. progressive  South Africa. My thanks and congratula-
liﬂﬂs fl."l‘ Yugr lllln'Lﬁnlpr\miHil:Ig :.mml N lhf.‘ hiLh: uf t’]uur thhi].;i‘ng:“

We  should [ike o emphasise once again that  “Libermion” aims to  jave
expression to all genuinely democratic viewpoints, and that the FEditorial Boand
does not necessarily endorse any particular article  which may appear. The
challenging article on the Liberal Party by Mr. Nelson Mandela, which appenred
in our-last issue, has stimulated widespread discussion, and the Liberal Party
has been invited to reply in our next issue. We extend, once again, an invita-
tion” to all democrats to contribute 1w our columns. We: feel sure, for example,

that Dr. ﬁh\ﬂl"u'ﬁ views on the language question  will not pass unchallenged
among our readers.

LIBERATION PRINTING FUND

The Jollowing amounts were received up 1o the 24th July: “Heberin" (Ca
Town) £2-00, Congress of Democrats £1-1.0, . Hntcr 10/-, P. Rissik, IU}'-—,(S&H;

ngm. Lmn}iun, /- Towl £51140. Ler's see a much higger and better list
In OuUr next issuc!
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PUTTING THE SCREWS ON

"0, Guod, that men should be so cheap,
And bread should be so dear.”

TWOPENCE extra on the priceof a foaf of bread!

It is impossible to avoid the conclusion that Mr, Havenga was not
prunarily cancerned with the relatively small extra revenue that the
bread tax would produce. A small extra tax on luxury poods would
have produced the same results. The fact is that bread has become
the staple diet of the urban workers, Africams and others alike. And
the urban worker is the main target: of the Nationalises new budget.
He will be the chief victim of the 14 per cent  increase in  railway.
{ares announced by Mr. Saver, He is the chief vietim of Dr. Ver-
woerd’s new pass bobks, of the Western Areas plan in Johannesburg,
of Schoeman’s anti-African trade union Bill.




ke is no acéident dhat the African industrial worker has been the
objéct of all these concerted attacks at the present time.

Many critics. of apartheid take their stand on ,Ehn:“grguments that
“it won't work,” it is merely election propaganda, it Is economic-
ally impossible,” and simuar rthemes. T}}ev assume that apar;the;d. i 0
sért of fancy scheme for & “Bantustan,” or some such nonsense.  in
this they are mistaken. True, the ceality of apartheid is something
far different from the fancy picture painted by Government propagan-
dists, the gobbledygook of certain Stellenbosgh professors, or *lh: hypo-
critical pretences of D.R.C. predikants, attempting the impossible
task of reconciling brute repression with the faith they profess.

By attacking these myths, these critics are demolishing straw men,
leaving unscathed the savage reality of- Nationalist policy towards non-
white people as it has taken shape over the past five years, and con-
tinues to do so in one tyrannical lesgislative and administrative mea-
sure after another.

The true natureand ‘purpost of apartheid will best be divined by
an examination of some of the concrete measures being implemented
and introduced bv the Governmem.

Westen Areas Plan

Dr. Verwoerd® “slim” mlk m the Assembly about “home owner-
ship on a leasghald baws  {or the displaced people of the Western
Areas will not hide the ruth  from any person  wha has nmade the

%lightm independent mvestigatton of rthe facts about the Verwoerd
an

Briefly, the plan is as follows :

. Approximately eighty thousand non-European men, women and
- children: are to be expelled piecemeal from their homes in Sophia-
town, Mart:-ndaj]e, Newclare, Western Native Township and Carena-
. tionville. The/non-white owners will not be cobmpensated for rheir
property (Verwoerd says they can sell to Europeans, or the N.A.D.,
50 “the quastion of compensation does not arise.”'y There is no other

land in -Jnhann'esbmg where non whites ca . oL
e ) ¥ - h acquire f l '
nor will such land be made availabile. quire freehold rights,

But this no mere problem of the owners — “slam landlords" as

~the Minister sneeringly called them. (It is wonderful i
contempt Dr, wonderful  with  what
be n nni'-; hit; l;/“w“'—‘l'd l'eﬁaflrds a slum landlord — if he happgns to

Above all, it is the " - |
African families, -:.fhnrs ﬁr?fl;‘:; and the tragedy of the thousands of

yreid b PreariAde seeielbe Troel. 1. o



Of course, Sophiatown and Newclare are slums. Where else
arc Non-Europeans allowed to live but in slums? But at least these
arcas arc provided with shops, schools, hospitals, churches, bioscopes,
tarred roads, lights, water ... The dwellings arc crowded and dirty,
but at least they are weathuprmﬁ These things are not perfect,
but they arc heavem, compared with the hell of Morokal However
imperfect the Sophn#abwn bus service, it is better than the Orlando-

Pimville train serwigqe.  alrcady forty per cent. overcrowded, and
purmt'ually late

Al:o, Sophigtasrg and Newclare are not locations where people
are anLLLI in like 3ls in the Zoo, with a superintendent at the

pate o :-u,l_purvisl.': mgs and goings, to collect lodgers’ fees and
CXamMINe VISitors' peTIpIng

These are some gt the reasons why a mighty wave of opposition
is developing to tle. Western Areas Plan.

The Pass Books
Several W’imremmnd pass oftfices have already started issuing
the new books which are being sold by the Native Affairs Department

under the “Abeolinon of Passes and Co-Ordinatlon of Documents Act.”
Never was legislation misnamed with crueller irony. The abolition
of passes has been the cherished dream of generations of African
patriots, who reeagyused in thé pass system a connerstone of the struc-
ture of African subjugation and the cheap labour systtem; the badge

of slavery; the mekex of admission to the pick-up van, the cells. the
farm jaile

Verwoerd's b.k’qsk.ﬁudh retain . all the evil features of the old
passes, with we believe most readers of Liberation will be
familiar. ThE‘F - a number of new features, which will make
the pass u}rhtt.’:lﬁt _' R*more objectionable and onerous. Unlike the

old service con mé%b “which were cancelled and replaced upon a
3

man'’s leaving for another, the Verwoerd Books are designed
to be permanent piteful employer or pass office official, to whum
you do rot say #Haabaas” quickly or often-enough, can.put a black

mark in your bohh which you will have to carry around with you for
the rest of your e

Simultanepudy. with the issue of Verwoerd Books (and under
the protext of ¢deahng with Ysotst Problem,”) the police have launch-
ed. a major series &f drives to round up tax—defnulters, temporarily un-
employed Africais and men who are “unable to give a good and
satisfactory acavwdr of themselves.” Countless fnmllms are being.
broken up, countfess c¢hildren made fatherless, as men are picked up
in the police-N.A,D net and deported from the towns.

We have gelecfed but two concrete items of current aparr.held
policy for amaists gbqve Thr.-re are many uthers. There 1_5 Mr.

(. _TL LA EET] L]



camps designed to herd Afrjcau youth into compulsory lgboug-; at cut
rates There are the innumerable legislative and admlmstrnn?e.ncts
designed to stifle free speech, to silence popular leaders, terrify the
opposition. and suppress the people’s resistance.

Behind it All.

What's behind it all? Race prejudice and the apar.:heici ideo-
logy? No doubt, Dr. Malan and his Ministers are filled with the
spirit of racial arrogance and contermpt for th; nnn-whlte pepl?les.
Bur it is more than ideology and prejudice that lies behind the vicious
new apartheid measures,

in his annual report, Dr. M. H. de Kock, Governor of the Re-
cerve Bank complained birterly of the shortage of cheap labour.

Our main problem ... is the persistent shortage of both
skilled and unskilled labour, which shortage has seriously
handicapped the gold mining industry and some of our vital
industrial enterprises and ‘hac aléc retarded the scope of
farming and public services generally.”

Dr. de Kéck customarily sneaks with the voice of the, great
financial and mining interests who donunate South Africa’s economy
and are the Teal masters of the cudntry  ThHey want labour diverted
towards the mines and the farms, and such essential supplementary
seruwices as heavy engineering and e railways. Now, if you examine
these industrigs, yau will fmd rhat they are precisely those in which
the lowest wages and worst - condidons are offered for labwur, paru-
cularly African labouy

There 15 no labour shortage in industries which ‘manufacture con-
sumer goods, and offer wages rather higher than thase which - the
mines and farms provide. Go to any factory making ¢lothes, furni-
ture, footwear, where wages for labourers and semi-skilled workers
range from €3 to £8 per week. You will find men ourside looking for
work. Dr. d= Kok and the employers for whom he speaks know
perfectly well that it they were prepared to offer kiving wages and
toleable conditions there would be no “labour shortage.” The fact
is that, againsi a background of steep increases in the cost of living
real wages Have fallen to the extent where it is no longer possible for
the mine of engineering labourer to support his family on his earnings.

Making 1t Compulsory.

But, to offer a decent wage o labour i '

 but, ifer s the last thing South
Afgca-s 11_mﬁenalvﬁsnc Randlords and feudalistic farmers are r‘{1:1rue;::an‘:t:\
to do. Their attitude has not changed one whit since 1897, when the

gﬂllld.mmes asked the Kruger Government to introduce taxation and
other measures o coerce African  1abour an tv the meioas A ™ aen



labour?"’

Albu: “Certainly. A Kaffir cannot live on nothing.”
Commissioner: “You would make it compulsory?”

Albu: “l would make it compulsory, and without using force.
A tax would be levied.”

Here, we have the crude reality behind the Nationalist “ideolo-
gical” lcgislation backed up in all its essentials by the United Party.
Catch the “Kaffirs” in the remorseless pincers of economic pressure
and police terror  Tax their bread.  (MIf the cffect of the budget was
to get the Nen-es once again to cat mealiec meal porridge .... it would
have. achicyerk one  useful purpose” — Nat. M.P., van den Hecver,
28.1.53) Dmnive'them from their bomes. Raid them and harry them
and hunt theny into the caampounds and out to the farms.

This Is 1953

But this is 1953, not 1897. The Gﬂvemment is dealing today
not with the scattered and leaderless tribes of Kruger’s day, bur-
with an awakened and fast-uniting African nation, spearheaded by a
working class that has been disciplinéd and educated by half a century
of industrial. dévelopment, organised in such a formidable organisa-
tion as the African -National Congress, and allled with progressive
elements among other groups such as the S.A. Indian Congress and
the newly—fnrmed Congress of Democrats speaking for a growing and
determined minority among the whites who seek a democratic South
Africa, Despte Schoeman’s anti-trade union Bill, the wiwee is ripg . for
a rapid and fulitant growth of. African trade unions. Ahd: -as in .
creasing secubns of the white middle and working classes get ‘caught
in the cross#ftre of the Nationalists’ economic¢ drive to cheapen labour,
this alliance.4s bound to be joined by more advanced. elements from
such bodiés as the Trades and Labour Council, the Labour Party and

the Liberal Rarty ini resistance to specific aspects of the Government’s
Nazi plans.

We Ay ekpect the Malamtta to resort to more dictatorial
methods. Puteng the screws on” is not merely an economic and
police mateer as it was yesterday. More and more political mea-
sures are resocled to, in an effort to batter down the structure of a
new, democratic South Africa, that is arising within the crumbling
shell of the old Police raids, bans on literature, proscription of.
leaders, expulpion of elected trade union officials become the order of
the day. Brian Bunting, élected by an overwhelming majority, who
has prnved bimself as staunch a fighter for people’s rights in Parlia-
ment as he has been in journalism, is givenn his marching orders from
the House »f Assembly. Malan and Strauss are bargaining over the
price of the Coloured vote. A huge and extravagantly costly machi-
nery of Stater repression is growing up.

All to no.avail.

The ftesh breeze of peace and freedom is blowing through the
wnrld We South Afru:ans have caught a breath of its sweet, live-

e A . I L R,



“COLD WAR”

By DAN TLOOME

ECEMTLY we have become—aware vi a new movement which nms W st
Africans. Tt invites them lor free v e conferenies N }uhﬁiﬂhtﬂ {pafh.
ports fixed without questions, all expenses paid), and even 1o Switzerland (again.
all expenses paid, including luxuey aceemmeasdation i hirst=cluss howel). Son}::
African leaders accept these invitauvns wuhcur thinking very much akout ir.
The movement seems harmless, of a vaguely religious (haracter. Iv calls irself
“Moral Rearmament.” It claims to be based on the principles of  “Ab:clute
Henesty, Purity, Unseclishness and Love.” Smooth-spoken emissaries come 10 see
these African leaders. They flavter them with 4 show of reimect and considera.
ton. It all soynds So attractiveg emd harmless. The rewards are tempiing

Fortunately. most o our non-European lesders have developed a sharp sense
of suspicion against innccent-<eeming -advances of this type. They want to know
what it is all abour. One or twp, however, are not so vigilant. Fhey accepr
invitations to Lusaka in Rhederia and Caux 1n Switzerlund.,  They send fulsome
birthday greeungs. i the M.R.A. fuhrer, Dr. Frank Buchman. They fail to ask
the key questions: What ig the MRA? What is s background? How is it
organised and fnaaced. Whar are its real aims!

The Background.

In the 1930's there emerged 1n Brirain a meovement known as the Oxiord
Group, lead by an ‘American, Dr. Frank Buchman. While ‘it claimed to be
religious in character, it showed a marked political bias. s main political featute
at thar time was its sympathy for Germany Nazism. In 1936, Dr. Buchntan paid
a visit 1o Germany and met Himmler who was, of course, the head of the Gestapo,
TﬂPﬂmlPlﬂ during his career for the slaughter and tarture of millions of innocent
people in concemiration camp. According to the German stcel millionaire Fritz
Thyssen (in his book “I Paid Hider”) Himmler was actually a member of the

Oxford Group. A few weeks later after his return from Na=i Germany, Buchman
made, the following declaration:

“I' thank Heaven for a man like Adolph Hitder who buile a front line of

defence against the anti-. Christ of Communism.” (“New Yorl: World-Telegram,”
August 26th, 1936.)

When the war broke out inst Germany. Yeadin . .
Buchman's organisation went to Al y, leading Dritish membess o

: America to carry ‘out a campaign for American
rﬁﬁtnliw. 111:1? s:_l:ld that the role of the US.A. should be limited to “Moral
Re :ﬁment.‘:rl .Eﬁj:fmw:i .::lfj the main slogan of the movement, and from then
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Sir Alan Herbert, Conservative M.I. | said about the Moral Rearmament
Ciroup:

“I know what | am up against wih ilyis.vast; wealthy and ruthless organiss-
uon ... The language and rechnigue of the Gxford Group Co., Ltd., is strikingly
and sadly similar o that of the Nagis”

In January, 1943 ithe American Diralit Appeals Board* (o ‘body set up to con-

sider goplicationy  lor exempuon froin military  service) rejected appeals from
MORGAD members, sayvinge:

“Such detbsations (by D, Buchman) seem w0 us 10 be expressing the aims
aind philosophy Jol the Axis power "

MRA - feader. from foreign countnes act as agencies of the American intel-
Ngenwe  (py]  servicgrpiimferaresy anending  internmional M.R.A. conferences in
America -holl 2 terdguonal securny conferences”  with representatives  of the
1'%, fi‘\lmf#m?-'_.ml Srare Dgrareaaggn. Cien. Tocins D, Clay, the American Mili-
vtey Commander i Crermiany helped 1 pick 150 German leaders to attend the
MRAL pefiig 'm Cavs o 199 | ol in 1950 -the Japanese M.R.A. delegation
came 1o Fgrgte wid Amer.oa “wul the cuprore and aoproval of Gen. MacArthur”
tL‘unmu.ﬁ-ii-yul-' Record, Juls S4ihg 195¢).

Humhle Gratitude.

The leiders oi this lapanese Jelepation were releived by the U.S. Congress,
and their spokesman “said:

Wa reshie thet the precious blood of the sons of Amegica is now being
ched i *rotecr freedom of ghe world, and the Far East, and if we might
be piégditied at Japanese-ro bow ~gur-heads in"deepest and humble grati-
tedegari] . appreciation for chis gre@e sacrifice the” United States is making,
S o]l indeed be an honeur and a privilege for us.”

Il such ®ewile licksrittling is required ot non-white M.R.A. members, African
leaders mayv well think wice if it is not too  high a ‘price to pay for a free
holidav abgoad.

Both in the United States and DBritain, M.R.A. is supported by the most re-
actionary gnd fascistic’ sections of the ruling class. Henry Ford ard Harry Truman
have backed Wus outht for manv years. In Britatin Lord Nuffield, the Morris
- motor-car kihg, Lord Courthope, President of the National Union of Conservative
and Unienlst ;’Lsi:c-.:iatiﬂns. and former President of the Landowmers Association,

and many diber- Tory leaders and top capitalists are among M.R.A.'s backers.

A lia of tht Movement's chiet supporters in other countries sounds like a
register ok the worst enemies of the Ewking class throughout the world. Chiang
Kaishek and his Formosa chgue -back MR.A. Irs Japancse supporters inelude
Hisuto Iyhimpde the Director ol the Rank of Janan. and other leaders of Japanese
Industry  who, cave their !l suppont 0 Japanese appression in Asia. Other
Japanese -supnofters include America’s ruppet Premier of. Japan, Yoshida, and the
Chiels of Teolitesin Tokye and Qsaka.

The biwgest monopoly ine India  is Tata -Industries. Its Chairman, Shri
JL.R.IY. Tata backs M.R.A.

Singmarn ‘Rhee is an M.R.A. man.

Karl Adersriar West German Chancelldr (“the Butcher of Bonn') is an
M.R.A. man.



Robett Schumann, former’ French Prime Minister, w!'lﬂ was kickeg “UEN[”.
the French Parliament because they could not stomach his plan for a pew Nazi
army i Germany and German control ol French coal and steel resources, 1s an

MR.A. man.

What sort of company is this, for Africans who claim to be interested in the
emancipation of their people?

In South Africa.

It is only recently thar M.RA. has been trying to penetrage among non-
European leaders in this country. But it has for some time been seeking support
among the Europeans. Where did it get the support

As-we should expect, from the sort of international connections described a’:_mva,
the Buchmanites sought and found a ready response among big business
citcles in the Union. And, in ‘the first place, from the historic enemy of the
workers and oppressed people of South Africa, the big mining interests who
dominarte our country

“The Chamber of Mines, whieh undertook the cost of sending a delega-
tion of its own weoresentatives tro Caux, reports that there is 100 per cent.
change in telationships between itself and ahe men (the white miners’
uaion) as a result of M.RA. influence. Personalities such as Mr. Paul
Visser, President of the Union, and Mr. R. P. Erasmus declare that t};tgﬁ}'

e

have found a new way whereby disputes can be settled amicably in
light of the M.RA. ideology."

(“The Star,” 23rd April, 1951)

Nationalist members of Parliament and leaders of the Natromalist dominated
S.A. Mine Workers’ Unjon availed -themselves of the invitations to holidars in
Switzerland. Mr. D. F. Ellis former Secretary of the Mine Workers’ Unijon, was
also connected with the movement for “Moral Rearmament,” ‘although his devo-

tion to the principles of “absolute honesty, purity etc:” would gppear to be
somewhat questiorable.

To sum up:

“Moral Rearmament” i35 nat, a5 it pretends to be, a gussi-religious body ree
tricted to preaching high-sounding moral platitudes. It is.an enormously wealthy
international conspiracy devoted to undermining movements of the workers and
oppressed people for emancipation in all countries. lts “message’ of collaboration
etween workers and employers, between oppressors and the oppressed turns out
to be a formula for getting the oppressed +¢o submit to their fate, without
struggle. By allowing a few leaders to sit down socially with their masters, rhey

ope to emasculate the trade unions and national liberation movements.

_T_hﬂ":" will not succeed in these Gbjectives. The great majority of trade
unionists and democratic leaders will refuse to be side-tracked by the soft soap
of the EL{Chmaﬂifﬂﬂ- They will ask why M.B.A. members are not allowed to
elect officials of the movement, and why its finances are kept a closely-guarded
secret from the members themselves. They will ask why M.R.A. has no answers
to any of the problems of poverty, misery, unemployment and war, but restricts

itself to acting as a weapon in American Capiralism’s * . i
il . italism’s “cold war™ a $0 ed
communism.” P gainst so-call

And they will reject the MR.A. with contem ; j
. _ : 5 A Pt, Just as they rejected the
-121{1::,}1?:“??31 g}cng}ﬂs of Mr. Bhengu, the so-called “Non-Furopean Unity



THE WAR THAT FAILED

By L. BERNSTEIN

NE SUNDAY morning in 1950, an unsuspecting world was startled by the
announcement from the American Government in Washington that ... “The

American Ambassador tp dhe Regpublic of (South) Korea has informed the Depart-
ment of State that North Korean forces invaded ... at several points in the early
morning hours of June Z5th." Frenziedly, the United Nations Security Council
was summoned. In the space of a few days, Nogth Korea had beeh named as an

aggressor, America had heen “usked to take charge of military assistance to the
torces of South Korea in the name of UNQ, all members of UNO had been asked
to send troops agaminst Ngrth Korea.

Qnly later, when the war had been joined irrevocably by all the imppedialist
powers, did it become clear that the American Govermment had swindled UNO
and world opinion. The actual cable from the U.S. Ambassador in South Korea
had stated: “According w (South) Korean Army reports, which are partly con-
tirmed by (United States) Military Advisory Grdup field repoms, North Korean
forces ipvaded Republic of Korea ar several points this morning., The viral
words “...according to.South Korean repors ..., omittea from the American
Government announcemeit and concealed from UNO until decisitons had been
reached, could not have been ommirted accidentally. Their ommission was
deliberate, part of a carefully »repared American scheme to make North Kores
the aggressors, and the American puppet state of South Korea the vicum.

Well Laid Plan

The plan for war in Korea.had been well laid. Ever since the liberation of
Korea from the Japanese armies by the Korean people themselves and the armies
of the US.S.R., the Anrericans had concentrated on the destruction of the libera-
tion movement and the establishment of a reactionary, military despotism in zhe
Southern half of the c¢ountry — the half agreed on with the USSR as the
“American occupatwn zone.” By 1950, they were ready. Mr. John Foster
Dulles, adviser to the Stare Department, long known as a Nazi sympathiser. and
denounced back in 47 by Vishinsky at UNO as one of the world's foremost
“warmongers,” left on-a‘wur of inspection of South Korea. Four days before the
Korean war started, he Jeft Korea for¢ Jaman where he promised reporters “positive
action by the United States to preserve peace in the Far East,”” Omn June 25, the
war started, General MacArthur’s biographer, John Gunther, states he was told
by MacArthur's chief{ political adviser that “A big story has just broken. South
Korea has artacked North Korea.™

It was to be a bigger story than ever General MacArthur or Mr! Dulles
dreamed. “As the largest producer, the largest source of capital and the biggest
contributor 1o the glkobel mechanism, we must set the pmfite and assume the res--
possibility of the majbrity shareholder in this corporation known as the world{"

These were the terms in, which one of the United States’ multi-millionaire oil
alaabmr o e e e e i = e . e T IRy ALt TR AR iy FXRENTN! P T ey TS e, TR 'Iﬂdﬁ m MT;I‘::-



become to be knowrr as the “Truman Doetring,” laid down the right of the
LTnited Stares to intervene in any country anywhere to ensure the maiptecance of
the type of government favoured by it. By 1948 the ductrine of the "Cold War"
had passed formally into every action and pgonouncement of the American Sate
Department, expressing the military-inancial alliance ol big business  with the
dinlomatie and military organs of the American state machine -to "set thed pa e
and assume the responsibiliy of majority sharcholder™ throughout the worid.

horea was singularly anractve as @ jumping-ofl  ground for the new world-
conquerors. As a result of Swiet-American agreement alter Korea's liberation
from Japan, the Yountry had been divided across its centre — on the Wih paraliel
— into separage dones, the North occupied by Soviet troops, the Sou'th by J""tI]IP
rican. Long before the outbreak of war, the Soviet troops had departed, leaving
behind in the North a strong and Hourishing democratic government, drawing i
strengech from  the national liberation movement which had contributed  power-
fully to lapanese deféar during Wetld War Il In rthe South, American wvccupa-
tion had been devored to the destruction of the natianal liberation movement:
to imposing, o1 an unwilling population, a Government headed by Dr. Syngman
Rhee SFECiH“T l‘]‘t"*llﬂ['\'l frnm \.V:lshinﬂh'lll fl.'*[' the purjhose; and  to [hll' hllildil'lj.‘.
and equipping of a modern armv. othcered, turored, equipped and conrrolled a
ton level by American Miljtary “Adymary”™ Groups. Here at hand was all the
taw material for a first #enture in American expansionism in Asia, with a well
armed and indoctrinated South Korean puppet government ro attempt the “unifi-
cetion” of Korea by force of arms, and thus restore to the United States a small
part of the empire in Asia which=had vanished with the complete collapse and
Jdefear of her former running-doy, Chiang Kar Shek iy China.

Strategicdlly. Korea ifilled the needs of the advocates of “cold war” agjuns
the US.SR. and China admirabli~ As a base for furure hostile opearations, it
was cloce envugh ro faphh, Americas rhain Pacific military bage, for easy svoply
and reainforcement? and also close enough to the Soviér eastern- Krontiers and -to
China's vital mduostrial regions to provide a jumnmg-off place for aggression. To-
gether with Japan, Chiang's last wirongheld on the isl:{id of Formosa and a chain
of smaller islands, control of Korea would facilitate e strangling blockade of the
China coast, thus enabling America ro carry on by economic means the strugifle

against the People’s Republic which she had” formely’ pursued through military aid
o Chiang.

Dream and Redlity.

~ There were further milunary-political considerations. North Korea, while rich
i1 mineral and industrial wealth, narticularly in nickel viral 10 the American re-
armament programme- was yer small enough to promise hopes of quick and easy
conquest. A quick aud hopelessly one-sided war would provide the opeortunity
for testing out under bartle condiions, the new rechniques ¢f war and the new
weapons developed in American laboratories and research stations since the end of
world war in 1946. Furthermore, a guick and victorious war would be.a signal
lessnn_ to the whole world, and cspecially 10 the colonial Meoples, that when
America spoke of “world leadership” and the “crusade against Communism” she

meant business, backed with all 1the military might and political s _ _
her financial domjnance could muster. po support which

Such dreams, taken over in their ent
! | :nuireyy from the author of “Mein K >
may have_ had some prospects in the mt'.-'r'n.{ of 1930 Biar inl‘l%ﬁ_ ey E{;‘M.fm T:{:_
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Driteit *by quick and csey messacre of unarmed, undrgenised and unbetnended
colonial “natives.” In place of the planncd rapid advance of Rhee’s troops to
the North, came the shattering blows of the North Korecan armies, sweeping the
Americans and their ‘puppets before hem, till all that remained in the grip of their
armies was the tiny bridgehead arcund the port of Pusan. What was to have
been a minor foray, over in a matter of weeks, became a major war, straining
America's military resources to the limit, forcing America to desperate resorts, to
conscription {or, the firsr time except during world war; sending American diplo-
mats plewding and demanding of her imperialist allies and satellites that troops,
planes and cquipment be rushed ao Korea. What was mlanned to be passed off
o the world as o “Ulaited: Nauons police acribn” became a large-scale war, costing
more: Amertean liges than the whele of World Var 1L The 1450 cmpire-seekers
had run up afraier o well organised, Jdosoly knit and determined national libera-

ton movemtim, armed with modern equipraent, stecled in struggle und united in
dereace of their land -spgisheir libersy.

Summoning all the resources they could muster, the American trogns pushed
painlully back 1o their jumping-oit line, the 38th parallel, leaving behind them in
their own puppfet of South Korea a 1rail of devastation and desiruckion unmpa-
ralleled in histcry. . “Theé ccolness ot the welcome received by the liberators”
seid a Unital Press dispatch from Seoul, Seuth Korean capital, after its recapture
by American froems, “is understzndable in the light af millions of dollars worth

of damage.” The “gooks” were being taught a lesson in American imperialiss
methods.

The * Amerigdn. brass-hats, licking Itheir wounds, and attempting.to restore
their vharerdd prestige issued «a tvpically: bullying, master-raca declazation to the
North Korean. armies. “I” brc. deme General MacAillhur to the North Korean
Commigader, “as Wnited Nations Commander in Chief, «call on you and ‘the forces
ander vour commiand ... forthwith to lay down your arms and cease hostilities.
under such milivdary supervisions as [ may direct.” Thé demend for unconditional
surrender took Jther members of the United Wations by surprise. So did
MacArthur's decistorr two dJays later, on October lat, to'cross the 38th. parallet
into North Korea, The police action stood reyealed for what it was, an aggressive
Americen -adventure apainst the Korecan People’s Republic. But this time, the
colonial wvieums of imperialist aggression did not stand 2lone. In the Sovier
Union and tht People’s democracies they had {riends and allies in their fight fer
land and libenty.

China’s Warning.

On the day that MacArthur. muncled his troops across the frontler, Chinas
Premicer Chou I3y Lai publicly warned that China could not supinely tolerate” an
invasion of North Korea. Whilé MacArthur's troops pressed on to "the Chinese
frontier in whatvthey dreamr would be a “pushover,”” volunteers to fight with
the Korean liberation armies began to gather in China. When the American
armies, recklessly  pushing forward to the Chinese frontiers, were joined by
American  planes. bombing Yalu river power stations which- supplied power to
China’s industrial plants across the flontier, the Chinese People’s Volunteers,
formed irito units, crossed into KNorea to stand shoulder to shoulder with their
Korean comrades. The dreams of victory, exemplified By MacArthur’s “lay down
your arms” ultimatum, and by his later “Home by Christmas” communique to
his troops, vanished into thin air. DBy Christmas, 1950, the American aggressors
were ¢ice more lrick on the Southern side of the 38th .-_-.arullel: ThE}" are there
todav. two and a hall vears later. The socialist sector of the world* had come



Bitter as were the hlmt{s to American militasy prestige and reputati=a, the
blows 10 the vaunted “superiorjty” of their equipment and armamepts we..) more
bitter. In the air, the Chinese MIG jet-fighter outfought  and outflew the best
the American manufacturers could produce  On Jand, the Chinese and North
Korean infantryman outfought the American, earning even from American news-
papers the reputation of Being “the toughest infantryman’ in the world. _h]trwly,
ts the dead and the wounded multiplied, realiy brhoke thiwugh tha g¥andiose
dreams of American militarists, proving once again and beyond the doubting that
high morale and confidence, bred by understanding and conviction of the justice
of a cause, makes better fighters than the best and most modern equipment
lavished tjron aggressive mercenaries. In the field of “super-weapons” of a2 new
{rightfulness, the dreams of ecasy victory have been demolished. The American
“ideal” weapon of germ warfare has been countered and rendered largely im-
potent by the mass enlistment of the Korean and Chinese people in camprigns of
mass innoculation, mass public health education and mass anti-bacterial defenses,
pessible only im the new lands of national independence, where the government
is part of the peaple and the peqpled’ movement for progress.

And the atom bomb, whose alleged mongpoly by the United States has been
the decisive element for victory in the planning of the imperialist strategy, lies
unused in its American stockpiles. For' something new has grown up in the
world since the Korean war started. The people of the world have entered into
the struggle to ipreserve™ peace, in such overwhelming numbers in every land,
America included, that their voice must now be heard. The last vesitige of inter-
sational toleration for Anférican imperialism will vanish if atomic bombing is
resorted to; and the American imperialists know . Under the leadership of the
World Peace Movement, the will of men and women everywhere for peace has
become itself a weapon apainst imperialist “'war; a weamon which thréaens such
rerribution  that the stockpiles of atomic bombs dare nodt He used for military
victory. because rtheir use whreatens drastic political defear.

Back on the 38th Parallel.

In its-three years, the Korean war has tumned full circle, from the blustering
and srrogant branding of Nortkh Korea and China as ‘“‘aggressors,” through the
blustering and arrogant demands for unconditional surrender, to the present
peace treaty now, after every American military movement has been defeated,
every political and diplomatic manoeuvre to prolong the war been ended in
disaster. The proposed truce line runs still, after three years, roughly along the
38th parallel. This is the rterritorial outcome of the first Americapn advenrure in
conquest. For this, countless thousands have died, been maimed, imprisoned,
rendered homeless. For this, millions have been impoverished, and all. the

‘Fnateﬁﬂi ~achievements of all the past generations of Koreans have been blown
IMmto ashes.

But not for this alone. The Korean war has reshaped the world and made
it a' better rlace for those who survived. It has helped to roll the plans of Ame-
rican world conquest in the dust of history. It has ocalled forth a great inter-
national Peace Movemest to plan the peace of mankind, whem: yesterday the
American Government planned to lead the peoples towards war. It has helped

forward the peaples, break-through from the bonds of imperialism towards na-
tional independence liberty and peace.

Now, the shooting has died down in K
) : ! orea, The same Rh
Dulles, who lit the fuse in 1950 manoeuvred desperately to ;rev;; Tl:g EE:JET

They are doing and will d 2 .
: o everything possible to sabotage T in.
tions and to get the war goine q9rain The oo 1. 5 _.E'__|t_}?= Pﬂ!hmal :}t?gm:m



THE PROBLEM OF MANY TONGUES

By J. M. NHLAPO

N hrs comment on the ungency of the problem of international communication,
the late Sir Anhur Quiler-Couch once said: “The want of some common
world language’ 1y, [ assume, pretty generally admiveed; certainly it has been
tedt by educated Furopans ever since Latin faded out as the common language.”

Tﬁa"il_h the shinking of ehe eamh as a result of modern rransport and com-
munications, and the multplicity of international assemblies, no one can con-

radict ['rofessor Guedard when he savs: “the language olstacle is most empha-
neally not a theory but a condirion.”

Linguisie barners Jdo not oply consutute an international but an intertribal
problem.  Ir 1 the latter with which T 9m just now- sgecially concerned.

In South Atrica ours 1s w suggest a solution to the linguistic barriers, whereas

i other pares of Africa, the problem was foreseen and prevented from growing
and ossifying.

When the guestuon of redoang Ibo in Nigera to writing, the multipliciry of
s dialects reared its-heads  Each tnbul group wished to have its dialect wrirten.
The writer  of the langaage decided on ‘Union Ibo’ which was a fusion of the
vianious dialects whose vocabularies became contrihutions to the  combined lan-
wuage.  Conion (bo was taught 10 schools and was used in the transiation of the
hble. While 1the adults outside raised their voices in protest against this hybrid
Ibo, the little one=ilently absorbed it in the classroom

[he adults died and the combined language - obtained a permanent place as
the literary and swondard language of the lbo family of tribes. The same thing
was done with the Shona dialects in Southern Rhodesia.

The Analogy ot Swahili.

In East Africa Swabyli ‘which belonged to one coast tribe was ld?PFﬂd, ank
reinforced with words - frond Arabic ere.” All tribes in Uganda, Tanganyika, Kenya
d other regdions can understand ene anuther thfﬂllﬂh '.‘hIE hngu-:l. fﬂlﬂfﬂ-

In South Africa the, tho and Shuoa p¥oess was reversed. _xhﬂiﬂ and Zulu
were forced apart and -written as two different languages each with its nwn_nﬂhﬂ*
uraphy,  Tswana and Southérn Sotha  were treated in the same way while the
difference in orthography was made even wider. After the use ‘crf Southern Sotho
literature in the Transvaal, someone introduced written Pedi with an '-urthugrnph'f
that differed from that of Southern Sotho and Tswana in cerrain glaring rsepects.

In the Norchern Torrsvaal, Venda and Tsonga each followed its own way.

The mixing of ‘tnbes -has thrown the prolflem of linguis ic barriers into sharp-
reliel, A few vyears apo, when | kﬂﬂnpn:-‘.cd the unification of X.hﬂ'ﬂ-ﬂ, Zulu, Swazi,
Ndehele. Baca ete. inte one Nguni language, and T‘-"'W“m*r, Pedi, Southern Sotho,
Keatla etc. into another, and that we begin building a bridge acrioss the two, |

found myself turned into a target of bitter criticism. : —r
My idea was prc'-'na.‘imh‘ﬂti Preposterous and lmpractlcab'le‘ It 'is, 1 §pite O



all this noise, gratifying that bridges are being buile. The absurdity of srelling
the same wotds  diflegently just because of tribal dillerence has alimost  been
remmoved. One education . department has instrucied its examibers 1o relroin Trom
penalising a candidate just tbecause he has, in his composition, employed a word
from another dialecL

The free borrowng of words 15 taking place in;large induswdial cenres in the
reeth of harsh protests by the linguistic “purists.” Ahosas are imooriingg many
Zulu words, and wice verse. Tswana and DPode speakers nwe Sanit e Tl var.
and expressions to an inCreasing exrent.

Al this 15 as it should be. This mixuwire s a poeond thityr and we should all
encourage it. A cwnference should be summoned  wnd a standard procens ol
unification agreed tpon. Nguni words shoull  be lieely Sothoised  and  Soiho
woids freely Nguniised. There is nothing revolutionary  in this. I hais et
going on for a century in the Eastern part of the Onnge lree Dowe

Trinsvaal Ndebele spoken at and around Potgiererstust is a combination al
Nguni and Sotho which is spoken fluently by the Ndebeles of thar repion.

In my suggestions, I am- not vhaware that there may vet be another way out
of this linguistic tangle. Unity among non-Eurepeans which is so essential in
this country renders my proposed soluriort merely pariial. English -is our non-
European Esperanto. The question is: “Should English be among us in South.
Africa what Swzahili is in East Africa?”

This should be Iefr for future discussion. Our job just now should.be the
throwing of our Bantu languages into one pot, and the puning of fire under- the
pot- For,a start, however, two sevarate pots might be necessary.

"THE ROAD TO SLAVERY

ONG befur;-tl'_ne Nationalist Party came to power they made it clear in their
programmatic declarations that the system of collective bargrining - would
have to be substituted by a system of State supervision and “State responsibility."”

This p_idgrure of & benevolent “State” settling the workers’ troubles for them
was drawn in order to petsuade the workers to drop their independent vigilance

in defence of their own rights, to give up the idea of free cl isalt
. 1 ' as sm
weakén the Trade Unions. § organisation, to



workers they first succeeded in dividing the Trade Union Movement, ‘This wa
tolloveed by starnng w0 remove honest and dass conscions trade Illlil:ltl lt.-liu'n':r‘-;l
Snulaconshy,thes Indusia) Legishmion  Commission Jaunched « full scale wm.
el rehionall precepts ol workime lass LY ;Hnll R Y [rade V' ndomsm
cod omoa wertes o devastaing recommendations laid the foundations for the re

poval ol the present svstem ol collecrive lmrgaiuum and for its substitution by a
CNanonal Labour Board.” |

The Nats also succeeded in roping in the support  of collaborurionist trade
caotn Cleadas tor abeir schemes. Itomust bane come e ow shocls even Lo many
conctwand whrte wnrl-:{r:a.ihm their leaders avreed to aceept such IEt‘,urnmtndmmn:

memste rial and sme sonnol geer the funde of their trade uniona

The Natwve ©abour (Seutlerment o [hasputes) Bill s one further step in this
ampaien of denrying the rade unao ot their strenymh and influence. It is, of
arse, i the L0 pluce desitped w0 deflear ths ine reasine tendency of African
rker, to eranee o eade 08FTS) But it carcies waith it n number of threate

caly o the wredora ef the Buropran trade umoniste, ur also to the hardwon
nd.upns of worl and crandard of wages of many oreanised workers, who hitherto
ansged o slhieve improvementss by means of collecuve bargaining

The Native Labour Bill.

The Bill proposes o set up elaborare machinery “for the settlement of dis-
ates.” A snng of bureaucrats are ro deal in Jong succession with disnutes affect-
e workers, i1 leoks very impressivel There is a native labowr oficer. whoe
e e chormantor g=Revional Cemmittee consisting of three Africans. Of

cur e, the three Afrnicans are to be eppointed  Lw she: Minter — there 15 of
‘mag e rep eserigli ooone this Boasd be the Adricas workerd themse! ¢s,  not
sven thoeer who wvre directly atfected by a possible dispute. Where no resionsl

TUMAtee opeTe ey, o fInesector anay exercice its furictians.

The Regional ¢ ommiptee ic to deal with- the dispute in the first place and
f they tail to settle it,: 1 is i be reiérred o a  Central Native Labour Board,
which in turn may réder ir to the Minister of Labour with sundry recommenda-
“ons, who o otirn mav _ask the Wage Board to intervene. Finally, the Minister
qnav make an “eorder”’ (note the term.. so revealing of the dictator outlook)
A hich then has the force of ‘law.

Nowhere in this impdsing array of boards, committees and bureaucrats is there
anv nrovision whatsaever | for the” voice of the affecred workers to be heard.
lhere s no form of reépresevations, . either oral or in writing and_.the Wage
Board, which in terms of the present Wage Act is compelled to give all interested
sarties an opportunity to make renresentations to it, will now only be obliged ro
“consult st rerrons o boadies as in its opinion ought to be consulted.”

" Obwviousdy, such wmachinery can newar effgeiivelv <ettle labour disputes. \All
t will do is to immose arbitrary decisipns on unwilling workers.

The Bill is designéd to remove all African workers from the effects of other
ndusirial legislation.  Fhev “are 10 be completelv excluded from the Industrial
Conciliation Act, including African women who, the Courts have held were
covered hitherto by that Act. The Bill also gives the- Minister power to override
-1 his orders the provisions of the Factoties Act.

Fan i I I | -‘L_‘ o . o (52 I e T R T .r"v-.l:I rl‘\.:: Tﬂﬂ' h'_'ll.?.l 'F!I!*.-I'F!'lf‘hi'l'lﬂ'



Native Labour Board and if the Board does not approve of th““ tlﬁﬂ Ml'm ;r war

be asked by it to issue an CQOrder™ emploving the wishes of the Board a,d over-
i " J . . LT = oy I

riding the conclusions ol the negotianng partes .

Savage Sanctions.

Strikes ave prohibited under threat of the most sagage Sanctions. rl:m:-'. lhi:;::
penalty  for a worker striking for a possible increase in wages of -EI.fh |'th1' week
will he apen on conviction o a penalty ol 500, imorisonment ol three }anr:?[ 0l
both such penalty and imprisonment. And the -.lnuu._:l]lhlm'n ol this atrocious
law have made quite sure  that there will Fe a vonviction i cach case,  for the
anus is on the accused worker 1o prove that he has ot taken part in a strike,
All the prosecurion has o do s o allege that he has taken part in a strike.

Maorcover the definition of a strike s wide enough o cover any  stoppage ol
work, including svmpatlw strikes or protest actions against political  repression.

What Should Be Done.

The entire trade union movement should unanimously oppose this Bill, for
it is a threat o all workers, gnd 1w their established righte,

Experience has shown, howeer, dva the methods  of opposition hitherto
adopted agaimst the anu-labour legislavon ot the Government has had hiule cffec,
because i has usually taken the form of miemoranda, written letters or depurtations,
which have been listcned ro politely bur have just as politely been ignored.

...New methods of protest and opposition must be devised by the trade unions..
The most important thing of all 15 te bring the danger of this legislation ~to the
attention of the workers, mot only at isolated branch meetings, bur at  the

factories where the workers are assembled in numbers and  where -vhey can
initiate their owfi methods of pretest,

Resolutions signed by hundreds of workers at factory meetings shoald be semt
to ithe Minister demanding the withdrawal of the Bill and insisting on the restora-
tion of the workers’ right of association and of free collective bargaining. Groups
of workers should lobby their members of Parliament., Letters of protest should
be written to the Press. Every device should be utilised to expose #he anti-
IHhDUF character of this Bill and to rouse every worker awainst ir. Mass public
opposition can vet win the freedom of collective bargaining for all workers.

Book Review.

PETER ABRAHAMS DISAPPOINTS

R. ABRAHAMS is a Coloured Visit,

writer who left South Africa “The
some  years ago and  has lived in
En.!;,_h?ﬁd since. During last year he

_huuk staris  somewhat melo-
dramaticallv; one pets the impression
that Mr. Abrahame sagesdad Bia setm



hoost sales in England, but it does
not impress those who have to live
cvery day with the perils that Mr.
Abrahams  so boldly  went forth 1o
choolnter.

\Mr. Abrahams i interesting when
he Sdiscusses  the effects  of racial
aporession on the  nen-Eurepean
peoples and the re-adjustments which
were required of him in, rhoying {rom
South Africa 1w England  and back

again. Unfortunately he canmot} custain
these topics vory  long <o Inrestigate

them  very deeply, and uagus ]ater#

Chapters his book degehefares-imo rthe
nwoical  wvisiting  journalivt’s  pot-boiler.
He trots out the statstias drom “Black
Man's Burden”™  which Rave become

SUBSCRIBE to

To Liberqfion.

the basic equipment of visiting jour-
nalists. He informs us (sometimes
inaccurately) of a few common-
places o1 South African history. He
reproduces the “African Drum” re-
port on DBethal. There is nothing
which is new to. anyone who is
reasonably well acquainted with South-
African affairs .

We have had, over the last lew
vears, rather too many hastily written
books which attempt to summarise
South  Africa in 200 pages. DBasil
Davidson  did it about as well as it

can be done, and it might be advis-
able for those who cannot  improve
on his book to maintain a  Jiscreet
silence.
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