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MAPUTO BOMBING

(Cont inued from page 1)

Malan  repor ted  tha t  a  "smal l  task
force" of troops attacked a penthouse
in central  Maputo which he claimed
housed of f ices used in the planning of
ANC attacks inside South AÍrica. Malan
also reported that the apartment is
close to a house used bY Mozambican
President Samora Machel and is also
near a major mi l i tary base, indicat ing,
he said,  Pretor ia 's abi l i ty  to str ike at  wi l l
in neighbor ing countr ies.
.  The Mozambican government  im '
mediately took issue with the South
AÍ r ican  account ,  no t ing  tha t  i t  was
w i d e l y  k n o w n  t h a t  t h e  a P a r t m e n t
bu i ld ings  conta ined res idence.s ,  t le
ANG li5rary, and a clinic used bY the
I i bera t ion movement. The government's
report was later confirmed_by f91919.n
wórkers who live nearby. The ANC's
U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  r e P r e s e n t a t i v e
Mfanafut i  Makat in i  a lso to ld Mozam'
blcan Notes that the building contained
the movement's l ibrary.

The Mozambican government also
took issue with Malan's characteriza'
t ion oÍ  the bombing as a dar ing com'
mando raid. The government reported
that no special  commando missions
had been detected that morning and oÍ-
Íicials suggested that the attacks ap'
peared to be the work of South African
saboteurs based in MaPuto.

Samora Machel ,  on an oÍ f ic ia l  v is i t
to France at  the t ime oÍ  the raid,  issued
a s t rong condemnat ion  o f  the  ra id .
A l s o ,  t h e  M o z a m b i c a n  g o v e r n m e n t
wrote a let ter  to the Uni ted Nat ions
Secretary General requesting a formal
U.N.  p ro tes t .  Mozambican o f f  i c ia ls  sug '
gested that the reason for the South
Af  r i cans  descr ib ing  the  ra id  as  they  d id
was to  p laca te  i t s  wh i te  e lec to ra te  who,
at  the t ' ime were about to vote in an im-
portant referendum.

The US government issued a state-
ment deplor ing the raid and "maintain-
ing our posi t ion that v io lence is not the
answer to the region's problems." A
State Department source, asked by
Mozambican Notos to comment on the
raid,  would not conf i rm or deny that an
official protest had been lodged with
t h e  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  g o v e r n m e n t ,  b u t
would only say that "we have made our
v i e w s  k n o w n  t o  t h e  s t a t e s  i n  t h e
r e g i o n . "

France, Portugal  and Br i ta in issued
statements condemning the at tack.

On December 7, two South African
refugees were ser iously in iured when
an explosion completely destroyed the
wood and zinc house in which they s lept
at  three in the mornino. The house was
l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  X i p a m a n i n e  a r e a  o f
Maputo.  A communique issued in Zam-
bia.by the AÍr ican Nat ional  Congress of
South Afr ica accused the regime in
South Afr ica wi th responsibi l i ty .  r

T.tNR
Captives
Erd,eà

T h e  d e v a s t a t i n g  e Í f e c t s  o f  t h e
drought in Mozambique have obscured
the relat ively successÍul  ant i - terror ist
c a m p a i g n  t h a t  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  h a s
been waging against  the South Afr ican
backed MNR. The campaign, launched
e a r l i e r  t h i s  y e a r ,  i n  1 9 8 3 ,  w a s  t h e
culminat ion of  a new mi l i tary strategy
in which 1500 former f reedom f ighters
were organized into counter insurgency
un i ts .  c iv i l ian  mi l i t ias  were  rev i ta l i zed
a n d  n e w  p r o v i n c i a l  m i l i t a r y  c o m -
m a n d e r s  a p p o i n t e d .  T h e  n e w l y  a p -
p o i n t e d  c o m m a n d e r s  b r o u g h t  w i t h
t h e m  a  r e c o r d  o Í  s u b s t a n t i a l
achievements as f reedom f  ighters dur-
ing the war of  independence as wel l  as
deep fami l ia l  and ethnic t ies to the pro-
vinces in which they were assigned.

Rest ruc tur ing  the  mi l i ta ry  and re in -
v i g o r a t i n g  t h e  m i l i t i a ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o
sen ior  Mozambican o f f i c ia ls ,  p roved
decis ive in thwart ing a major southern
MNR of fensive at  the beginning of  1983.
Between February  and August  1983
Mozambican troops ki l led or captured
almost 500 South Afr ican backed ter-
ror ists and overran the pr incipal  MNR
supp ly  and log is t i cs  base in  lnhambane
province. Recent reports also indicate
t h a t  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  f e n s i v e  i n
Zambezia - the nations most populous
and economical ly important province
-has, at  least  momentar i ly ,  d isrupted
MNR ac t iv i t y  there .

T h e  M o z a m b i c a n  f o r c e s  Í r e e d  a
n u m b e r  o f  f o r e i g n e r s  a n d  M o z a m -
b icans  he ld  capt ive  a t  the  MNR bases .
The 12 eyewitness accounts graphical-
l y  i l l us t ra te  the  te r ro r is t  tac t i cs  wh ich
the  MNR used to  in t im ida te  the  ru ra l
p o p u l a t i o n  a n d  p r o v i d e s  a d d i t i o n a l
ev idence tha t  the  MNR is  a  mi l i ta ry  a rm
of Pretoria. (See Mozambican íVotes,
September 1983)

A lexandre  Ju la i  Mbanu i l i  a  43  year
old peasant and father of six recounted
that "as soon as they (MNR)set up here
they helped themselves to everything
the people had, cat t le,  goats,  chickens
everything they could eat. They went in-
to every house and lifted whatever they
Íe l t  l i ke ,  fu rn i tu re ,  rad ios ,  b icyc les ,
c lo thes .  Anyone who pro tes ted  was
beate n up." Narendra Bima Nhay, a Por-
tuouese ci t izen of  Asian descent suf-
fe ied s imi lar  abuses'  Travel l ino on the
m a i n  r o a d  i n  I n h a m b a n e  w - i t h  h i s
mother and grandmother his car was
ambu shed and hit by a bazooka. "They
took everything we had including our
shoes" he recal led.  " l  was wounded
and loosing blood, but they only ban'
daged my leg after I had fainted." Dur-
ing his 4 month capt iv i ty Nhay and his
fami ly were held under constant guard
in a room 4 meters by 4 meters. They
heard ta les of  p lunder and how the
peasants were so int imidated that even
r u m o r s  o f  t h e i r  i m p e n d i n g  a r r i v a l
precipi tated panic and f  l ight .

N h a y  a n d  a n o t h e r  P o r t u g u e s e
pr isoner,  Eduaro Ribeiro,  noted that the
MNR made no e Í fo r t  to  h ide  the i r  l inks
to South Afr ica.  On the contrary they
spoke openly oÍ  the t ra in ing they receiv-
ed at  a South Afr ican mi l i tary base in
Pharabowa located near the Mozam-
bican border and r iminisced about the
" large quant i t ies of  bread, cheeses and
iamõ which their  whi te of f icers provid-'ed." 

Both Portuguese cit izens ob'served
that many of  the MNR recrui ts had been
forcib ly interned and were warned " that
i f  they ran away and surrendered to the
Mozambican forces they would be shot
as  te r ro r is ts , "  (John Bur leson A Br i t i sh
Ecologist  held capt ive by the MNR at
another base, reported a s imi lar  MNR
strategy to prevent f l ight) .  In February
3 0 0  o f  t h e  n e w  r e c r u i t s ,  c h o o s e n
becau se they had a minimum of 5 years
o f  schoo l ing  were  sent  fo r  t ra in ing  in
South Afr ica.  Nhay was told that  they
had le f t  f rom the  Inhambane coas t  in
smal l  boats which ferr ied them out to a
larger South Afr ican vessel  wel l  out  to
sea. H e also wi tnessed a South Af r ican
airdrop of  ten crates of  war mater ia l
p r imar i l y  mach ine  guns ,  bazookas  and

(Cont inued on  Page 3)
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Roof  o f  bu i ld ing  damaged by  bomb exp los ion  in 'Maputo .



MNR CAPTIVES FREED
(Cont inued from Page 2)

s m a l l  a r m s  a n d  a m m u n r t i o n s ,  o n
August '12,  1983. Ribeiro indicated that
on  severa l  occas ions  South  Af r i can
p lanes  landed wh i te  mi l i ta ry  ins t ruc-
tors,  of f  icers and medical  pefsonnel  at
a makeshi f t  runway 25-30 ki lometers
Írom the base at  which he was being
he ld .

In  shor t ,  the i r  tes t imony conf i rms
S o u t h  A f r i c a ' s  e s c a l a t i n g  e f f o r t s  t o
strangle Mozambique at  the very same
t ime tha t  i t  i s  in tens i fy ing  pressure  on
Angola,  Zimbabwe and Lesotho. r

lmproving
Conditions Íor
Tourism

Before i  ndependence, Mozambique's
b e a u t i Í u l  b e a c h  r e s o r t s  a n d  s a n d y
white ocean sides were used by scores
oÍ whi te South Afr ican and Rhbdesian
tour ists,  who also crossed the border to
reach the nightclubs and str ip jo ints of
the old Lourenco Marques, the game
park near Beira and the f ishing spots
a long the  coas t .

Today the development of  tour ism in
Mozambique goes  hand in  hand w i th
t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  n a t i o n  i n
g e n e r a l .  F o l l o w i n g  i n d e p e n d e n c e ,
many of  the most notor ious nightclubs
were closed or revamped. Because oÍ
the mi l i tary s i tuat ion between Mozam-
bique and Rhodesia,  and later between
Mozambique and South AÍr ica entrance
by  many o Í  the  fo rmer  tour is ts  was
restr icted and new tour ist  sources ex-
p lo red .

The Secretary of  State for  Tour ism,
Antonio Materul  recent ly v is i ted severai
provinces to assess the si tuat ion of
tour ism in Mozambique. Weak proÍes-
s i o n a l  t r a i n i n g  o f  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d
workers was one of  the problems found.
Thís Materul  saw as being part ia l ly  cor-
rected by the opening of  a hotel  school
in Maputo.  Before Independence most
hotels were managed by South Afr ican
and Portuguese who lef t  the country
af ter  independence, The new courses
are geared to upgrade the abi l i t ies of
the managers and workers who have
had to  learn  the  bus iness  o f  runn ing  a
hote l  on  the i r  own s ince  independence.

Inadaquate  account ing  sec t ions  and
the fact  that  pr ices charged by many
hotels and resturants are too low to
cover actual  costs were two other pro-
blems pointed out.  The secretary also
proposed measures to correct  the s i tua-
t i o n  c r e a t e d  b y  s t a t e  f i r m s  a n d
min is te r ies  wh ich  o f ten  incur red  heavv
debts at  var ious hotels or resturants.  

'

M a n y  u r b a n  h o t e l s  h a v e  a  l a r g e
n u m b e r  o f  p e r m a n e n t  o c c u p a n l s
because o f  a  c i ty  hous ing  shor tage.

(Cont inued on  page 7)

FOOD SHORTAGE CONTINUES
(Cont inued f  rom page 1)

ef Íects of  the drought wi l l  be Íe l t  over
the  fo l low ing  years  as  we l l .

Mozambique is the recipient oÍ  inter-
nat ional  a id dest ined to those countr ies
hardest hi t  by drought.  Canada, Nor-
way, Switzer land, the Uni ted Kingdom
and the Church World Service of  the
United States responsed to an appeal
f rom the United Nat ions Disaster Rel ief
C o - o r d i n a t o r  w h i c h  r e s u l t e d  i n  a n
emergency shipment of  food (1600 tons
of cereals,  condensed mi lk,  vegetable
oi l  and other i tems) being shipped to the
prov ince  o Í  Inhambane in  ear ly  Oc-
tober. This followed local reports that
1 5  p e r s o n s  w e r e  d y i n g  d a i l y  f  r o m
hunger in some areas of  the province.
The cont inuing drought has contr ibuted
to the Íood cr is is in those areas where
peasants t radi t ional ly depend on the
crops they grow for survival.

I n  D e c e m b e r  t h e  A m e n c a n  A m -
bassador in Maputo,  Peter John De Vos
signed an agreement pledging $98,500
to the World Food Program to aid in the
transport  of  emergency food to lnham-
bane.

The Soc ia l i s t  Repub l ic  o f  V ie ìnam o f -
fered 2,000 tons of  r ice.  And UNICEF ar-
ranged an emergency shipment of  20

tons of  medicine to be used in c l rought
areas.

From Great Br i ta in came a donat ion
of 50,000 pounds from OxÍram. This
fol lowed the showing on Br i t ish te levi-
s ion of  a Í i lm highl ight ing the extent of
hunger and devastation in Gaza pro-
vince where in October, S0 people were
reported to have died oÍ hunger at one
rel ieÍ  center alone.

In  the  cap i ta l ,  Maputo ,  the  water
crisis was also severe before the rains
hit. In August water levels were so low
that restr ict ive l imi tat ions were placed
on its use. Residents with access to
wells and pumps were encouraged to
make use of these souÍces instead oÍ
u s i n g  w a t e r  d i s t r i b u t e d  b y  t h e  c i t y
system. Because of the low pressure
many apartment building Íaucets were
useless and residents had to seek out
street level  faucets for  their  dai ly sup-
pl ies.  New wel ls are being constructed
by the ci ty.

The urgent need at  th is moment is
more food for the populations oÍ Gaza
and Inhambane who-are  su f fe r ing  the
most because oÍ the drought.

But  ra in  in  quant i t y  i s  the  on ly  long
range solut ion.  As the posters placed
around the ci ty to remind ci t izens to
conserve water say,  "Without Water
There ls No Li fe".  t

women co l lec t ing  water  Í rom a  puddre  caused by  recent  ra in  fa l l .



peration Pro uction
"Maputo is a city of at least 800,000

people. There is a work Íorce oÍ 329,000,
and there are only 120,000 jobs."  Thus,
did a high level  Mozambican of Í ic ia lex '
plain the underlying rationale lor Opra'
tion Production - a two phased program
desio ned to interorate thousands oÍ
unerõployed urban-dwellers into com'
munit ies located pr imari ly in the Íer t i le,
but sparsely populated, nothern pro'
vinces of Niassa and Gabo Delgado.

Neither the massive exodus from the
countryside to the c i t ies nor the at ten-
d a n t  s o c i a l  p r o b l e m s  w h i c h  i t  h a s
created are unique to Mozambique. To
the  cont ra ry ,  th roughout  the  en t i re
T h i r d  W o r l d ,  u n e m P l o y m e n t ,  o v e r '
crowding, cr ime and Íood shortages
have come to characterize l ife in the
spraw ling urban centers.

Drought, war and other factors have
s t y m i e d  M o z a m b i q u e ' s  a t t e m P t  t o
become food su f f i c ien t .  Each Year
Mozambique spends more moneY than
the year before on imported foods. In
1982 there was a decl ine in the produc'
t ion of  cereals which form the basis of
manv Mozambicans '  d ie t .  Food im-
porteíd include cereals,  f  ish and meat.

Ferti le land in areas less aÍÍected by
drought goes under-ut i l ized and yield

far less than potent ia l  suggests.  Pro-
vinces such as Gaza and Inhambane,
which normal lyengaged in the Íood pro-
duc t ion  wh ich  supp l ied  Maputo ,  su Í -
fered losses as the population shifted
south.  Niassa is general ly recognized
as having the potent ia l  to turn Mozam-
bique f rom an importer to an exporter oÍ
food bu t  i s  sparse ly  popu la ted  and
least developed in terms of infrastruc-
ture.

Mozambique has worked to increase
food product ion by st imulat ing Íarming
cooperat ives and fami ly farms and by
improving the administrat ion of  state
farms. But gross agr icul tural  produc-
t i o n  i s  d o w n .  C o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h i s
decl ine was the dai ly f l ight  of  peasants
to the urban centers.

The Attractiveness oÍ Urban Areas
The reasons for the shi f t  in Mozambi-

que's populat ion s ince independence
are not very di f Íerent f rom those in
other developing countr ies.  Many mov-
ed to the urban centers to work for the
central  government.  But many others
-especial ly young men -  responsed to
the images of  as exci t ing new l i fe in the
b ig  c i ty ,  w i th  i t s  c inemas,  s idewalk
caTes, h'igntclubs and fastêr pace of

l i fe .  The c i ty ,  to  these youths ,  a lso
represented the opportuni ty to make
more  money than they  cou ld  in  the

_ countryside.
The reality of their existence proved

to be qui te di f ferent.  Work was di f f icul t
to f  ind.  Slow industr i l izat ion and lack of
raw materials meant that Íactory work
was hard to come by. Most lacked the
educational background required for oÍ-
f i c e  w o r k .  T h e  r e s u l t  w a s  a  l a r g e
unem oloyed. unproductive seoment of
t h e  p o p ú l a t i o n  w h o  r e q u i r è d  f o o d ,
w a t e r ,  c l o t h i n g  a n d  s h e l t e r  j u s t  a s
o thers  d id .

O peration Production Beglns
The first phase of Operation Produc-

Íion began on June 20th of 1983 and
lasted for two weeks. During this period
al l  unemployed urban dwel lers were in-
couraged to register at the ofÍice of
their  neighborhood pol i t ical  group. the
option to select where one preferred to
l i v e  w a s  o f f e r e d .  M o s t ,  v o l u n t e e r s
natural ly chose their  home regions. In
a d d i t i o n  t h e  v o l u n t e e r s  w e r e
guara nteed the necessary agricultural
implements.  By ear ly July 6,000 had
registered in Beira,3,000 in Quel imane
and a much larger number in Maputo.

All volunteers were promised work in
any area in which they were technical ly
prof ic ient .  In some cases fami l ies were
transported jo int ly to their  new home, in
other cases men weÍe moved first with
their  fami l ies and belonoinos to fo l low.

In  the  second comõulSory  phase
h o u s e h o l d s  w e r e  v i s í t e d  b Í  f e a m s
made up of representatives oÍ various
m a s s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  f r o m  t h a t
neigh borhood. The unemployed were
reÍerred to verif ication centers where
each case was reviewed separately.

Return to the Rural Areas
Those recently evacuated found that

workers in their  new regional  home
were g lad to see them arrive. Those who
had never lef t  spoke of  the value of  their
l ives and their  work in the rural  areas.
Guidel ines stressed that new arr ivals
should bui ld their  homes among those
of older residents in order to not to have
dist inct ions between the two groups.

For many, the return to the rural  area
represented the start  of  a new l i fe.  l t
meant  land on  wh ich  to  bu i ld  a  home,
land for a garden and a guaranteed
sa lar ied  job .

Ãccording to Maria Simas, a young
mother oÍ  two resett led in Buzi  wi th her
unem ployed husband, "We had thought
about coming here a long t ime, but we
didn' t  know how. I  had said to my hus-
band - and he agreed - that there in Beira
the part- t ime jobs that he had, didn' t
guarantee us subsistence. here I have
the opportuni ty to make a garden, whi le
my hu sband goes to work to cut  logs for
the company factory."

Br igades from the state and party
traveled to locat ions which received

(Cont inued f  rom page 5)

C a r t o o n  p u b l i s h e d  d u r i n g  O p e r a t i o n  P r o d u c t i o n  c a m p a i g n  i n  M a p u t o
newspaper.  l t  reads: " l  never thought i t  was so good to l ive in the countryside."
"Look ! . . .Here  we l i ve  we l l ! . . .  You jus t  have to  have the  s t rength  to  p roduce. . .  And
don ' t  fo rge t  tha t  the  count rys ide  is  the  mother  o f  the  c i t ies . "
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workers to see for themselves what
their  s i tuat ion was. At each locat ion,
the newly resettled workers voice their
concerns which of ten centered on the
desire of  marr ied men to f in ish their
new homes so that they could send for
their  f  ami l ies,  and the shortage of  tools
in some areas. In most distr icts local
residents and co-workers assisted new
ar r iva ls  w i th  house bu i ld ing .

W h  i l e  t h o u s a n d s  w e r e  s e t t l e d
smoothly and to their  sat isfact ion some
problems were also exper ienced. The
most di f f  icul t  involved determinat ion of
what should const i tute unemployment
and which of  these persons should be
aÍfected by Operat ion Product ion's
direct ives.  As the campaign progressed
gu ide l ines  were  issued per iod ica l l y  to
clar i fy procedure.  Operat ion Produc-
t ion was the subject  of  a special  ses-
s ion  o f  the  Maputo  C i ty  Counc i l  wh ich
met  in  August  to  d iscuss ,  ana lyze  and
m a k e  p r o p o s a l s  t o  s o l v e  p r o b l e m s
detec ted  dur ing  the  f i rs t  two months .
W o m e n  d e p u t i e s  w e r e  e s p e c i a l l y
cr i t ical  oÍ  problems which had af Íected
women. Al l  members were concerned
that m istakes or errors made by some
should not jeopradize the success of
the ent i re program or dampen the en-
thusiasm of most c i t izens for the pro-
gram. The deput ies vowed to taKe a
more act ive role in the proceedings and
made suggest ions for modif icat ions in
the  process .

By  October ,  approx imate ly  30 ,000
M o z a m b i c a n s  h a d  b e e n  r e l o c a t e d
pr imar i l y  in  the  nor th .  A l though i t  i s  too
soon to evaluate Operation Production,
Mozambican o f f  i c ia ls  po in t  to  a  number
o Í  ins tances  where  the  presence o f
forme r  urban dwel lers enabled the state
f  a r m  s  a n d  c o m m u n a l  v i l l a g e s  t o
harvest crops which would have other-
wise per ished as a resul t  of  labor shor-
tages .  A t  the  Matama s ta te  fa rm in
N i a s s a  p r o v i n c e ,  Í o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e
n e w c  o m e r s  p l a y e d  a  c r i t i c a l  r o l e
harves t ing  severa l  thousand tons  o f
badly needed maize and sunf lower.

In t  he longrun increased levels of  pro-
duc t ion  in  the  count rys ide  depends on
the  workers  ded ica t ion ,  the  ava i lab i l i t y
of  necessary tools and equipment and
t h e  i n v e n t i v e n e s s  o f  w o r k e r s  t o  i m -
prov ise  in  the i r  absence.  The hope con-
t inues that Operat ion Product ion wi l l
make the  en t i re  count ry  -  no t  jus t  the
c i t ies  -  a  be t te r  p lace  fo r  a l l .  Th is  means
the  orov is ion  o f  consumer  ooods and
more  recrea t iona l  ou t le ts  in  ãdd i t ion  to
employment ,  food,  and she l te r .  As  one
Niassa o f f i c ia l  exp la ined a f te r  ask ing
which oÍ  the workers resett led there
knew how to run a business -  "Here we
a l s o  w a n t  r e s t a u r a n t s ,  s h o p s  a n d
baker ies . "

A s  t h e  M i n i s t e r  o Í  J u s t i c e ,  O s c a r
M o n t e i r o  r e m i n d e d  a  g r o u p  o f  n e w
workers at  a c i t rus company outside
M a p u t o  " . . . i t  i s  Í r o m  h e r e ,  Í r o m  t h e
count rys ide  tha t  the  c i t ies  so  many o Í
you l i ke  a re  born . "  I

Reinforcing
the People

I n  M o z a m b i q u e ,  N o v e m b e r  5  i s
known as Legal i ty Day and Day oÍ  the
Popu lar  Po l i ce  o f  Mozambique.  Th is
y e a r ' s  c o m m e m o r a t i o n  o f  M a c h e l ' s
1981 declarat ion on legal i ty were held
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y .  I n
n e i g h b o r h o o d s  a l l  o v e r  t h e  c o u n t r y
thousands o f  c i t i zens  and po l i ce  o Í -
Íicers came together to reflect on the
importance of  legal i ty to the new socie-
ty.

The populat ion was reminded that
Í igh t ing  aga ins t  i l l ega l i t y  was  the  r igh t
and du ty  o f  a l l  c i t i zens ,  and tha t  o r -
d inary  c i t i zens  as  we l l  as  po l i ce  must
become fami l ia r  w i th  the  normal  chan-
ne ls  o f  law and jus t i ce .

Ci t izens who were credi ted wíth the
d e n o u n c i a t i o n  o Í  b l a c k  m a r k e t e e r s .
t h e i v e s  a n d  o t h e r  c r i m i n a l s  i n  t h e i r
neighborhoods were also reminded of
the  respons ib i l i t y  fo r  unders tand ing  the
lega l  p rocess .  Popu la t ions  were  en-
couraged to adopt methods to prevent
c r ime as  we l l  as  repor t ing  i t .

O n  t h e  o f f i c i a l  l e v e l ,  P r e s i d e n t
Machel  had a meet ing wi th a delegat ion
of hig h ranking members oÍ  the Ministry
of  Inter ior  ( the ministry responsible for
the Pol ice Force).  Machel  stated that
the  present  need is  to  inc rease the
quant i t y  and qua l i t y  o f  the  po l i ce  fo rce .
He expressed the government 's bel ief
t h a t  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s
shou ld  possess  spec ia l  qua l i t ies  in -
c lud ing  the  sp i r i t  o f  sacr i f  i ce ,  cour tesy
and ef feciency and recommended that
a pol ice school  be set up in 1984.

O n  N o v e m b e r  5 ,  1 9 8 1  P r e s i d e n t
Samora Machel  had addressed a large

" N o w  l  Í e e l  r e l i e v e d .  M y  h u s b a n d
a l r e a d y  h a s  e m p l o y m e n t . "  V i r g i n i a
Pence la  a f te r  her  fami ly 's  re tu rn  to  a
rural  area.

the Link between
and the Police

gather ing in Maputo and ordered those
responsible for  upholding the law -  the
heads of the Police Force and the Army,
the Secur i ty Minister,  and the Minister
of J ustice - "to detect and remove those
inf  i l t rators,  the corrupt,  the undiscipl in-
ed, those who abuse power,  those who
d is respec t  and mis t rea t  the  peop le ,
those who use the prest ige and the
Íunct ions of  the Defense and Secur i ty
Forces to sat isfy personal  interests."

"These inf  i l t rators,"  declared Arman-
do Guebuza, current Minister of  the In-
t e r i o r ,  o n  t h e  f  i r s t  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f
Machel 's speech, "use the power that
was g iven to them to mistreat the peo-
ple and put in jeaprody the respect the
people have and nour ish in relat ion to
the  FRELIMO par ty  and the  Govern-
ment and in relat ion to the people who
h a v e  t h e  t a s k  o f  g u a r a n t e e i n g  t h e
secur i ty of  persons everywhere."

As  a  resu l t  in  1981,  more  than 150
members of  the pol ice force accused of
v io lat ing the law were expel led and a
new system for the select ion of  future
pol ice of f  icers was inst i tuted.

Popu lar  par t i c ipa t ion  is  v iewed as
crucial  to guaranteeing that legal i ty is
upheld and respected. Machel 's 1981
speech was important because i t  p lac-
e d  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  t h e  p e o p l e
together on the side of  law and isolated
those members  o f  the  Secur i tv  and
D e f  e n s e  f o r c e s  w h o  m i s u s e ô  t h e
author i ty  o f  the i r  un i Ío rms or  secur i ty
l .D .  cards .

In  Pres ident  Mache l ' s  meet ing  w i th
In te r io r  Min is t ry  o Í f i c ia ls  th is  year ,  he
stressed the importance oÍ  recogniz ing
a n d  e l i m i n a t i n g  p r o b l e m s  w i t h i n  t h e
pol ice force, but he was careful  to point
out the advancements which had been
m a d e  s i n c e  i n d e p e n d e n c e  i n  t h e
es tab l i shment  o f  a  po l i ce  fo rce  wh ich
truly served the interests of  the people.

"The Portuguese did not leave behind
M o z a m b i c a n  P o l i c e m e n  w h o
understood law or had sensibi l i t ies Íor
soc ia lques t ions .  And i t  i s  f rom noth ing
tha t  we are  Ío rming  our  po l i ce . " l

Announcement
The New York Southern Afr ica Sol idar i -
ty  Coa l i t ion  and the  Hunter  Co l lege Day
S e s s i o n  S t u d e n t  G o v e r n m e n t  a r e
present ing  a  Mus ic  Aga ins t  Apar the id
boncert  oã February 17, at  Hunter Col '
l e o e  A u d i t o r i u m  i n  N e w  Y o r k  C i t Y .
Feãtured  ar t i s ts  a re  iazz  mus ic ians
Noe l  Po in te r ,  RoY AYers  and SonnY
Forvune. Proceeds are to be used to
puróhase medical  suppl ies for  reÍugees
i rom South  Af  r i ca  and Namib ia .  For  f  u r -
ther informat ion cal l  (212\ 283-4878 or
(212\ 234-1334.



A View from Within

Ame r i co n s i n tVlozern b i g ue

Nina Swaim was a coopercnfe in
Mozambique Ío r  s ix  months  in  1981.
Durino that t ime she worked under a
i o i n t  t o n t r a c t  f r o m  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f
Pub l ic  Works  And Hous ing  and OMM
(The Mozambican WÒmen's Organiza-
t i o n )  o n  a  p r o j e c t  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e
women's awareness of  water hyg' i rne
and sani tat ion and to invest igate the
potent ia l  of  women themselves to im-
prove problems relat ing to use of  water.
Nina is a f reelance wri ter  current ly l iv '
ino in Norwich, Vermont.

f  arr ived in Maputo on Apr i l2,  1981 on-
l y  w e e k s  a Í t e r  a n  i n c i d e n t  i n  t h e
suburbs  o f  tha t  cap i ta l  c i t y .  Twe lve
refugees from South Afr ica were shot
a n d - k i l l e d  i n  t h e i r  h o m e  b Y  S o u t h
Afr icans who crossed the border for
that ouroose. Reports f rom the South
Àtr icãn media debcr ibed i t  as a raid on
the headquarters of  the Afr ican Na-
t ional  Congress, the l iberat ion move-
ment wi th in South Afr ica.  Short ly af ter
the raid,  s ix members of  the American
Embassy were forced to leave their
posts in Mozambique because of  their
a l leged invo lvement  in  the  p lann ing  o f
that  ra id,  but  the pr imary blame for the
raid was placed on South Afr ica.

In M ay,  I  was assigned to work in the
central  part  of  the country along the
Zimbabwe border.  lwas told I  was going
t o  a n  a r e a  t h a t  o n l y  r e c e n t l Y  h a d
become safe Íor  t ravel ,  much less for
foreign workers l ike mysel f .  Zimbabwe
h a d  b e c o m e  i n d e P e n d e n t  o f  w h i t e
Rhodesian rule in 1980 and before in '
d e p e  n d e n c e  t h e  b o r d e r  b e t w e e n
Mozambique and Zimbabwe had been
an open batt lef ie ld between Rhodesian
mi l i ta ry  and l ibera t ion  Ío rces  f lee ing
the i r  count ry .  Exp lod ing  land mines  and
air  ra ids were dai ly ocõurenc-es for  the
ó é a s  a n t s  i n  t h á t  a r e a .  S i n c e  i n -
ôependence, the area was considered
safe and a major focus by the Mozambi-
q u e  g o v e r n m e n t  f o r  a s s i s t a n c e  a n d
suppor t  to  the  loca l  res idents .

I  t r a v e l e d  f r e e l y  d u r i n g  m y  f i v e -
month  work  schedu le  and was g iven in '
t roductory let ters by the Mozambican
government so that my work would be
únderstood and supported by the local
p o p u  l a t i o n .  I  a l s o  w e n t  t h r o u g h
count less  checkpo in ts  wh ich  were  se t
up along the roads for the secur i ty of
the  popu la t ion ;  i t  was  s t i l l  necessary  to
i d e n t i f y  p e o p l e  f o r  s a f e t y  r e a s o n s .
Of ten ,  wh i le  work ing  in  a reas  where
former  Rhodes ian  mi l i ta ry  personne l
were last seen, I was escorted by armed
government of f ic ia ls.  As I  moved close
to the areas that were not considered
completely r id of  outs ide forces, I  came
to  unders tand what  i t  i s  l i ke  to  l i ve  w i th
the Íear of  a raid or a takeover bY a
foreig n force.
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Women descr ibed to me their  re luc-
tance to  leave the  conf ines  o f  the i r
homes because of the very real poten-
t ia l  o f  rape or  ou t r igh t  k i l l i ng .  A lmost
every v i l lage lv is i ted knew what i t  was
l ike to have strangers forceful ly procure
food and vi l lage members for  their  own
needs or pleasures.  The vi l lages now,
however,  fe l t  safe.  Final ly the people
c o u l d  g e t  d o w n  t h  t h e  b u s i n e s s  o Í
b u i l d i n g  v i l l a g e  s c h o o l s  a n d  h e a l t h
pos ts ,  p roduc ing  food to  feed the i r
Íami l ies ,  and learn ing  the  concept  o f
communal  v i l lage  l i v ing  tha t  the  govern-
ment of  Mozambique promoted.

My work  in  the  v i l lages  was deman-
d ing  and somet imes Í rus t ra t ing ,  bu t  i t
was a moving exper ience. Sometimes I
was the  on ly  wh i te  woman w i th in  100
k i lometers ,  many t imes the  f i rs t  wh i te
person the vi l lagers had ever seen. The
ter ra in ,  the  food,  the  c l imate  and the
way people went about their  dai ly l ives
was almost ent i re ly new to me. In i t ia l ly ,
when I  arr ived in a v i l lage I  was treated
wi th  ac t ive  cur ios i ty  and somet imes
f ear,  but  once my work wes explained to
t h e  v i l l a g e r s ,  t h e i r  o P e n n e s s  a n d
helpf  u lness seemed to f low eÍ for t less'
l y .

I  was there to do research on the
women 's  perspec t ive  o f  the i r  v i l lage
water needs, their  understanding of
water sani tat ion and hygiene, and the
potent ia l  for  organiz ing the women to
solve v i l lage water problems. The area
had been one oÍ  the hardest hi t  by the
1979 drought .  S ince  women are  the
water bearers in that  society the inÍor-
mat ion they gave me was invaluable for
the government 's water r isource plann'
i n g .

None of  the women had ever had
such a person as me Probe into their
dai ly l ives.  Ref lect ing on i t  later I  am
honored a t  the i r  t rus t  and w i l l i ngness  to
help when, less than a year before,  the
presence of  a whi te person was reason
to fear for  their  l ives.  They saw me as a
worker for  their  government and their
response to me said a lot  about how
they f  e l t  about their  government.

Since my return to th is country in Oc'
tober of 1981, there have been several
s ion i f i can t  inc idences  in  Mozambique
wËicn have reminded me of  the real i t ìes
t h a t  M o z a m b i q u e  m u s t  f a c e  a s  a
ne ighbor  to  South  Af r i ca .

T h e  f i r s t  o c c u r e d  l a s t  f a l l .  T h r e e
women from a rural  v i l lage (not unl ike
tha 40 that I  v is i ted and within a day's
dr ive f rom the area where I  worked)
returned f  rom their  farms with theirears
cut of  f  .  The women said they had been
ambu shed by the Mozambique Nat ional
Resistance. This movement was form-
ed in 1976 to harass Zimbabwe l ibera-
t ion f  orces in the area, and was bel ieved
to be composed of ex-Portuguese and
R h o d e s i a n  m i l i t a r y  p e r s o n n e l .  S i n c e

Zimbabwe won i t  independence, they
have centered their  act iv i t ies around
destabi l izat ion in both Zimbabwe and
Mozambique.

Terror iz ing v i l lagers so that they do not
feel  f ree to go about their  regular ac-
t i v i t i e s  l i k e  p r o v i d i n g  f o o d  f o r
t h e m s e l v e s  i s  o n e  f o r m  o f
destabi l izat ion.  Women are the pr imary
p r o d u c e r s  o f  f o o d  i n  M o z a m b i c a n
society as wel l  as in most of  Afr ica.  l f
they are not able to safely t ravel  to their
farms. which somet imes are located 10
to  20  k i lometers  f rom the i r  v i l lages ,
their  food supply is cut  of f .  This form of
destabi l izat ion is very ef fect ive on rural
popu la t ions  and i t  a lso  d is rup ts  the
work of  the Mozambican government in
mob i l i z ing  the  peop le  to  improve the i r
l i ves .  Because o f  the  insecur i ty  in  the
area, the most important act iv i ty now
becomes secur i ty rather than develop-
ing  the i r  economy and soc ia l  s t ruc-
tu res .

In  December  and aga in  in  June and
July of  1982, the government of  Mozam-
b i q u e  a n n o u n c e d  t h a t  i t  h a d  s u c -
cessÍul ly routed two major strongholds
o f  the ,MNR loca ted  in  the  south  and
north pf  where I  worked. What was un-
covgtêd in both raids revealed what was
loíg suspected, but now is proven -
South Afr ica's direct  involvement wi th
MNR.  H igh ly  soph is t i ca ted  ar t i l l e ry  and
weapons,  a  land ing  s t r ip  and fue l  fo r
South  Af  r i can  supp l ied  he l i cop ters ,  and
cop ies  o Í  d i rec t  communica t ions  w i th
South Afr ican mi l i tary personnel  were
the most notable discover ies.  One base
has a let ter  Í rom a South Afr ican col-
one l  who orderd  MNR un i ts  to  ambush
roads, at tack rai l  l ines wi th in the coun-
t r y  a n d  s a b o t a g e  t h e  M o z a m b i q u e -
Z i m b a b w e  p i p e l i n e .  D e s t a b i l i z a t i o n
programs by MNR aimed at  terror iz ing
t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  a r e  e x p a n d i n g  t o
des t roy  the  economic  and commerc ia l
in f  ras t ruc tu res  o f  the  count ry .

Wi thout  two o f  the i r  base camps,  the
M N R  m e m b e r s  l o s t  a  s i g n i f i c a n t
a m o u n t  o f  l o g i s t i c a l  s u p p o r t .  W h a t
fo l lowed were  a  ser ies  o Í  k idnapp ings ,
robber ies  and murders  by  iso la ted  MNR
members in order for  them to obtain
food, money and movement in the area.
Two foreign workers,  under the same
k ind  o f  government  cont rac t  as  I  was
u n d e r ,  w e r e  k i d n a p p e d  a n d  s u b s e -
q u e n t l y  k i l l e d  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  w h e r e  I
worked.

In 1982, I  received a let ter  f rom the
m a n  w h o  s u p e r v i s e d  m y  w o r k  i n
Mozambique.  I  w i l l  quo te  d i rec t l y  f rom
h i m :  " T h e  s e c u . r i t y  s i t u a t i o n  h a s
deter iorated a lot  s ince you were here,
and al though there are reports of  ad-
vances  f  rom t ime to  t ime,  the  s i tua t ion
is very worry ing. The South Afr icans
seem to have taken over the running of
the  l i t t le  o rouo tha t  used to  ooera te  the
odd raids"out bf  Malawi.  Last  week they
blew up the water pipel ine which sup-
p l ies  Be i ra .  l f  they  s ta r t  on  tha t  l ine  o f
a t tack ,  they ' l l  f ind  qu i te  a  Íew c i t ies  a re
very  vu lnerab le ,  no t  the  leas t ,  Maputo . "
I t  has been almost three years s ince I
l ived and worked in Mozambique, yet
the  s to r ies  coming ou t  o f  tha t  count ry
a b o u t  S o u t h  A f  r i c a ' s  d e s t a b i l i z a t i o n
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M O Z A M B I C A N  N O T E S  w e l c o m e s
our readers to the second issue of  our
news le t te r  and thank  you fo r  the  in -
terest  shown our introductory newslet-
te r  pub l i shed in  September .  Because
our  s ta f f  i s  commi t ted  to  p rov id ing  our
readers wi th detai led,  in-depth informa-
t ion  about  Mozambique no t  o therw ise
ava i lab le  in  the  U.S.  we have op ted  to
pub l ish  MOZAMBICAN NOTES quar te r -
ly.  We are expanding our format to ac-
commodate  more  in fo rmat ion  no t  on ly
about  Mozambique bu t  the  sur round ing
area as  we l l .
AMERICANS IN MOZAMBIQUE
(Cont inued from page 6)
program aga ins t  Mozambique draws
me qu ick ly  back  to  my t ime there .  I  see
ind iv idua l  peop le ,  v i l lages ,  and fa rming
p lo ts .  I  hear  the  ch i ld ren 's  vo ices  when
they  s ing  the  Mozambican na t iona l  an-
them a t  the  beg inn ing  o f  the i r  schoo l
day .  I  wa lk  w i th  the  women to  the i r
fa rms and they  descr ibe  to  me the i r
hopes Íor a better crop next year to Íeed
the i r  fami l ies .  I  take  my water  bucket
w i th  them to  the  v i l lage  we l ls  and I
r e m e m b e r  h o w  t h e y  g i g g l e  a s  t h e i r
hands  reach ou t  to  he lp  me ba lance the
1 0  g a l l o n  b u c k e t  o n  m y  h e a d .  A n d
espec ia l l y ,  I  hear  an  o ld  woman te l l  me
tha t  the  bes t  th ing  about  l i Íe  s ince  her
count ry 's  independence is  tha t  she ,  her
ch i ld ren  and her  g randch i ld ren  are  a l l
learn ing  to  read fo r  the  f  i r s t  t ime.  And I
feel  sad and angry that  these same peo-
p le  and many more  now Íear  fo r  the i r
l i v e s  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  i n c r e a s e d
destab i  l i za t ion  programs d i rec ted  Í rom
South  Af  r i ca .  r
TOURISM
(Cont inued f rom page 3)
Many workers  t rans Íer red  f rom one
area to  another  f  ind  themse lves  l i v ing  in
h o t e l s .  T h e s e  h o t e l s  a r e  n o w  b e i n g
evacuated  as  new hous ing  is  found fo r
t h e  r e s i d e n t s .  H o t e l s  a r e  b e i n g  r e -
c lass i f ied  to  be t te r  re f lec t  the  ac tua l
cond i t ion  o f  the  es tab l i shment .

The Secretary saw the development
o f  the  tour ism indus t ry  as  be ing  con-
nected to development in other sectors
-  espec ia l l y  in  the  areas  o f  genera l  sup-
p l i e s ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  g a s l i n e  s u p p l y ,
a n d  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n
mater ia ls .

T e r r o r i s m  i n s t i g a t e d  b y  S o u t h
A f r i c a n  b a c k e d  a r m e d  g r o u p s  i n
Mozambique,has  meant  tha t  t rave l ing
freely around Mozambique by road o-r
rai l  to tour ist  resorts in provinces such
as  Inhanbane,  Sofa la  and Tete  is  a t
t imes d i f f i cu l t .  Bu t  insp i te  o f  the  many
d i f f  i cu l t ies  encountered ,  Mozambiquê
is  de termined to  improve the  cond i t ions
w h i c h  l i m i t  i t s  f  u l l  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  t o u r i s m
in  Mozambique.  r

Dur ing the Í i rst  three weeks of  Oc-
tober,  President Machel  led a high level
delegat ion on a v is i t  to s ix European
countr ies.  Spending from two to f ive
days in each country, the delegation
v i s i t e d  B e l g i u m ,  H o l l a n d ,  P o r t u g a l ,
Yugoslavia,  France and England.

In Belgium, the President met wi th
King Balv ino and other high of f icals of
the Belgium government.  Dur ing these
talks the two countr ies reaff i rmed their
d e s i r e  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e  c o o p e r a t i o n
already exist ing between the two. The
President also held ta lks wi th members
of the European Economic Community
(EEC) at  their  headquarters as wel l  as
with members of  the Commission of
Afr ican, Garr ibean and Paci f ic  States.
Machel  praised the EEC for i ts support
and interest  in SADCC act iv i t ies.

ln his ta lks before members of  the
Comm ission, Mozambique's leader ex-
pressed Mozambiquds interest  in being
admit ted to th is oroanizat ion which is
connected to the eËC Oy the lome Con-
v e n t i o n .  M o z a m b i q u e ,  w h i c h  i s  a n
observer in the economic organizat ion
of soc ia l  is t  countr ies (COM ECON) does
not  be l ieve  tha t  i t s  par t i c ipa t ion  in  one
organizat ion precludes i ts interest  in
the other.  Mozambique sees i ts desire
to be involved with the Lome Conven-
t ion group as a way to diversi fy and ex-
pand cooperat ion and develop relat ion-
ships wi th other countr ies,

The Mozambican de legat ion  were
rece ived in  Ho l land by  Pr ime Min is te r
Lubbers and the Minister of  Foreign Af-
fa i rs Van Den Broek.

Mache l  i s  sa id  to  have asked fo r
grea ter  Dutch  invo lvement  in  lono te rm
pro jec ts  in  Mozambique.  In  Ho ' i land ,
M a c h e l  a l s o  m e t  w i t h  n o n -
governmenta l  o rgan iza t ions  wh ich  sup-
p o r t e d  t h e  l i b e r a t i o n  s t r u g g l e  i n
southern  Af r i ca .

At the airport  in Lisbon, the Mozam-
bican delegat ion was met by the Presi-
dent  and Pr ime Min is te ro f  Por tuga l  and
a large crowd made up of  Portuguese
c i t i z e n s .  I n  P o r t u g a l ,  M o z a m b i q u e ' s
Pres ident  had meet ings  w i th  o f f i c ia ls
and groups of  Portuguese ci t izens in-
c lud ing  a  g roup o f  buss inessmen.

In  Por tuga l  Pres ident  Mache l  v is i ted
ci t ies in both the north and center of  the
country.  Throughout the country he was
wel l  received by locál  c i t izens. The vis i t
marked the Presidents ' f i rst  v is i t  to Por-
tugal  s ince independence and is seen
by many as an indicat ion of  bet ter re la-
t ions between the two countr ies.

Mozambique also announced that i t
was  rev is ing  i t s  fo re ign  inves tments
code and that Portugal  would receive
preferent ia l  t reatment status.

I n  t  h e  Y u g o s l a v  c a p i t a l ,  T h e
Mozambican President and his delega-
t ion were met by President Spi l jak.  The
v is i t  to  Y lugos lav ia  was made a t  the  in -
v i tat ion of  President Spi l jak to deepen
t h e  f r i e n d s h i p  a n d  b i l a t e r a l  c o -
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operat ion between the two countr ies.

A t  a  d i n n e r  o f f e r e d  i n  h i s  h o n o r
Mache l  re f lec ted  on  the  " f r iendsh ip ,
sympathy and sol idar i ty"  extended to
Mozambique by that country.  -  "yester-
day, in the faternal  and uncondi t ional
support  for  the Mozambican people in
their  struggle against  colonial  domina-
t ion and today, in the act ive part ic ipa-
t i o n  i n  t h e  r e c o n s t r u c t i o i r  o f  t . h e
People 's Republ ic of  Mozambique."

A c c o r d i n g  t o  M o z a m b i c a n  n e w s
s o u r c e s ,  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  s o u t h e r n
Af r ica was again the subject  of  much of
the conversat ion,  as i t  was at  a meet ing
with members of  the diplomat ic corps
stat ioned there.  President Machel  had a
separate meet ing wi th ambassadors
from Afr ican countr ies at  which he is
reported to have exorted them to all be
representat ives of  SWAPO, of  Namibia
and of  the southern Afr ican region.

From Yugos lav ia  the  Mozambican
delegat ion t raveled to France where
they spent two days. On the Í i rst  day,
Presidents Machel  and Francois Miter-
rand held ta lks.  TEMPO magazine of
Mozambique c i ted  o Í Í i c ia l  sources  in
Par is as stat ing that the v is i t  to Par is
c o u l d  " s u b s t a n c i a l l y  a u g m e n t  t h e
economic  co-opera t ion  be lween the
two count r ies . "

In France, Machel  and his delegat ion
met w i th the ministers of  External  Com-
merce  and Tour ism,  Transpor ta t ion ,
Cooperat ion and Foreign af fa i rs in ad-
di t ion to the secretary-generals of  the
communis t  and Soc ia l i s t  par t ies .  l t  was
reported that France may begin giv ing
some form of mi l i tary aid to Mozãmbi-
que.  Dur ing  the  d iscuss ions  w i th  the
French,  France 's  pos i t ion  on  Namib ia
and South  AÍ r i ca  f igured  promin ien t ly .

The main  theme o f  the  Mozambican
de legat ion 's  v is i t  to  Eng land was the
s i t u a t i o n  i n  s o u t h e r n  A f r i c a  a n d
economic  co-opera t ion .  The.  F inanc ia l
T imes o Í  London is  quoted  âs  s ta t ing
that the major obstacle to pr ivate in-
ves tment  by  the  Br i t i sh  in  Mozambique
in not the ideology of  the government
but  th  e  fears  o f  ins tab i l i t y  in  the  reg ion .
P r e s i d e n t  M a c h e l  w a s  r e c i e v e d  b y
Queen El izabeth and met wi th leaders
of the House of  Commons. There were
extensive conversat ions between the
Mozambican leader  and Br i ta in 's  Pr ime
Minis ter  Margaret  Thacher.

I n  a n  o f f i c i a l  c o m m u n i q u e  o f  t h e
C o u n c i l  o f  M i n i s t e r s  r e l e a s e d  i n
Mapu to af ter  the European vis i t  the
pol i t ical  resul ts were considered to be
very posi t ive.  To quote f rom the docu-
ment :  these v is i t s  permi t ted  the  con-
s o l i d a t i o n  o f  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w h i c h  e x -
isted already between States and to
ident i fy reciproical  areas of  interest  for
the development oÍ  economic,  commer-
c ia l ,  m i l i ta ry ,  sc ien t i f i c - techn ica l  and
cul tural  cooperat ion.  In the conversa-

(Cont inued on page 9)
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Samora Machel ooo.
EPISODES FROM LIFE

Pres ident  Mache l ' s  50 th  b i r thday
was celebrated throughout Mozambi-
que dur ing the month oÍ  September
w i t h  v o l u n t a r y  w o r k  c a m p a i g n s ,
cul tu ral  programs and announcements
of new projects by various groups. TEM-
P O  m a g a z i n e  d e v o t e d  a n  i s s u e  t o
r e c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  S a m o r a  M o i s e s
Machel- the chi ld,  the man, the Í ighter,
the leader -by those who know him.
What follows are excerts f rom a 1974 in-
terv iew with Machel  which appears in
tha t  i ssue.

We publ ish i t  because we bel ieve that
talks about the exper iences not only of
M a c h e l  b u t  o Í  t h e  P e o p l e  a s  a
whole.  " l  d id not know my grand-
parents, neither maternal nor paternal.
But I had the luck to know those who
knew my paternal grandíather who in
around 1920 was already more than 100
years old.  He was a soldier in the
resistance wars against Portuguese in-
vasion. Mv parents told me that he had
manv bulle't wounds. Mv father use to
tell rhe sÍories about the'brutality of the
invasion, its inhumanity, how the in-
vaders treated the people who were
captured. ln this way, when I was a
child, I was ducated in the spirit ot
resis tance. My f  ather to ld us tâese
things for us to understand certain
phenomena that was happening, in par-
ticular in the region where we lived."

Samora Machel  tafked about the in-
f  luence o f  the  o ld  men in  the  area  on  h is
educat ion as a revolut ionary.  One in
par t i cu la r  was  a  Method is t  pás tor  w i th
whom he l ived dur ing the school  year
b e c a u s e  t h e  m i n i s t e r ' s  h o u s e  w a s
closer to the mission school  than his
p a r e n t s ' h o m e .

"These old protestants were always
persecuted. They participated in the
war oí resistance against the occupa-
t ion of  our country by colonial ism.
When thev became protestants it was a
form of résistance.' lt was they who in-
spired us, Íàese elders from here. We
were not born from nothing. The cons-
tant spirit oí struggle, struggle, strug-
gle,... l t was these elders who taught us.
they talked with us and saidr / t  is
necessary to combat the Portuguese,
they are Íoreigners. iÍ was they who
taught us. We could not have learned
this anywhere else. Books about Marx
never arrived here, neither did any other
book talking against colonialism. Our
books were Íhese old men. lt was them
who taught us what colonialism was,
the evils oÍ colonialism, what the col-
onialists did when they entered here.
They were our source of inspiration.
Never betray, said Íâese elders. Never
betray in time oÍ war. Because oí this
we never gave up."
M a c h e l  a l s o  s p o k e  o f  t h e  r o l e  o f
shopkeepers in the region.

"l am going to tellyou what made me
aware of what was exploration. Iâose
sÍores belonged to two shopkeepers
8

Antonio and Joao. At the same time
tâaÍ slores were banks, posÍ ofíices,...
tâese storekepers corrupted the ad-
ministration. When people traded their
products here, they were obliged to buy
this and that... they could not take all
the  money.  l t  was  a  ne twork  we l l
mqunted .  The peop le  had to  buy
clothes, l iquors, etc. and it was they
who f ixed the price that they wanted.
T h e  s h o p k e e p e r s  b e c a m e  c a t t l e -
raisers, robbing them through wine.
They took their workers in three trucks
and would go from house Ío house,
looking for whoever had drank wine the
night before... They would say: you
drank a bottle of 20 l iters and did not
pay. lt was in thìs way that they became
cattle ranchers, the bandits. With the
money that they gained here, they con-
s t ruc te rd  houses  and bu i ld ings  in
Mapu to., Here(in the district) they never
did anv developine..."

Mache l ' s  o ldes t  b ro ther  was k i l led  in
South  Af r i ca  in  1944.  In  the  same in te r -
v iew he reca l led  what  work ing  in  the
mines  meant .' 
"The men were sold for the mines of

South Af rica. And when they were there,
the women were taken for road work, for
s ix  months ,  in  the  cons t ruc t ion  o f
roads ,  o r  in  cons t ruc t ion  work  fo r
shopkeepers, or on the plantations oí
European f armers. / /ost many relatives
in South Africa. Some returned with
tuberculosis, mutilated, blind, com-
pletely use/ess and without compensa-
tion. Others died in Soufâ Africa, in-
cluding my oldest brother. When he
died in the mines, my father recieved a
note which said that he should go there
and recieve an indemnification of 40
pounds. But i t  said a/so that they would
not give all oí the indemniíication im'
mediately. My father recieved only 10
pounds and the other 30 stayed in the
administration's safe, where he was to
go from time to time solicìting small
quant i t ies Ío Íhe extent necessary.  l t  is
clear that he never recieved any indem-
nity. Forty pound indemnification for
the death of a man, an accident in the
mines. Sti l l  in addition to this, my f ather
had to sign a form declaring having
recieved a total of 40 pounds."

A n d  a b o u t  h i s  e x p e r í e n c e  i n  t h e
school  system which was avai lable to
Af r i ca  ns  dur ing  co lon ia l i sm.

"When it lacked 15 days before the
4th c lass exam, they said to me: Ei ther
you are baptized or you leave the mis-
sion. fhe SisÍers oÍ Charity and the
Fathe r  came to see me and told me this.
It lacked only 15 days. I had already sub-
mit ted my papers. I  accepted. lwas bap'
tized and christened. They gave me
many presents, cloth with the f ace oí St.
F r a n c i s c o  X a v i e r ,  e t c .  T h e y  w e r e
satisf ied because they had converted a
Protestant. They had gained tlock. This
was in 1950.

"Afterwards I thought: well I made

"My exper ience is  no t  i so la ted .  l t  i s  the
e x p e r i e n c g ,  o f  a l l  o f  u s , "  -  S a m o r a
Mache l ,  Mozambique 's  p res ident .

the 4th C/ass as a bri l l iant student, I wil l
go to the secoundary school or at /east
to  the  commerc ia l  schoo/  Sa da
Bandeira - technical school. When I
made the appl icat ion íor  there,  the
Fathers came to see me and said: Go to
t.he . seminqry, gQ th.e. M.agude t.o the
iunior seminary. I said: No. I won't go. I
want to go thethe secoundary school, it
is normal. I don't want anything oÍ the
seminary.

"Then they went to talk with the ad-
ministrator, they blocked everything,
and I was not allowed to enter tâe se-
coundary school. I went to Lourenco
Marques but could not arrange things.
The F athers blocked me. I returned to
Xai-Xai ìn 1951, practiced as a nurse.
Then in 1952, lwent to Miguel  Bombar-
do Hospital in Lourenco Marques to
take a course in nursing."

As  he  conc luded h is  in te rv iew in  1974
h e  r e m a r k e d  o n  t h e  c o m m o n  e x -
per ience.

"My experience is not an isolated ex-
perience. lt is the experience oí all of us
Mozambicans. All of us have this ex-
perience of l i fe under colonialism. ln
1961 and 1962. we had sad moments oÍ
anguish,  wi th the persequis ions which
o c c u r r e d  a t  t h e  P I D E  i n s t a l l a t i o n s .
Some of my fr iends were pr isoners.
They were less vigilanÍe, /ess cautious,
they wanted toconf ront colonialism on-
ly wi th words. . .But who laughs last ,
laughs ôesf. Today, we are one people,
and not a Portuguese people, but a
Mozambican people. And we are con-
s t ruc t ing  our  des t iny  w i th  our  own
h a n d s . "  a



THE FOUNDING
OF FRELIMO

Conc luelon
(Cont inued f rom September  issuel

O n e  g r o u p ,  i n c l u d i n g
Nkavandame and  Gwen je re ,  en joy ing  a t
l eas t  t he  t ac i t  suppo r t  o f  U r i a  S imango ,
the  FREL IMO V ice -P res iden t ,  t ook  a
na r row  na t i ona l i s t  pos tu re .  Fo r  t hem the
ul t imate ob ject ive was to  create an
. i ndependen t  b l ack  na t i on  run  by  a
p r i v i l eged  b lack  e l i t e  wh i ch  wou ld
rep lace  t he  wh i t e  co lon ia l  e l i t e .  I ndeed ,
p e a s a n t s  i n  t h e  l i b e r a t e d  z o n e s
i n c r e a s i n g l y  c o m p l a i n e d  t h a t
Nkavandame,  who was Di rector  o f  the
D e p a r t m e n t  o Í  C o m m e r c e ,  w a s
s iphon ing  o f f  p ro f i t s  f r om FREL IMO 's
peop les '  s t o res ,  specu la t i ng  i n  p roduc t s
i n  s h o r t  s u p p l y ,  a n d  e x p l o i t i n g  l a b o r  i n
h i s  p r i va te  f i e l d .

I n  oppos i t i on  s tood  t he  ma jo r i t y  o f
t he  Cen t ra l  Commi t t ee  l ed  by  Marce l i no
dos Santos,  Secretary  for  Fore ign
Af fa i rs ,  Samora Machel ,  head of  the
a rmy ,  Joaqu im  Ch i ssano ,  a  sen io r
member  o f  t he  Execu t i ve  Commi t t ee ,
and  P res iden t  Mond lane ,  who  had  been
rad i ca l i zed  by  t he  s t rugg le .  A l t hough
M o n d l a n e  i n i t i a l l y  s o u g h t  t o  m a i n t a i n
the  un i t y  o f  t he  movemen t ,  by  1968  he
had  come  to  recogn i ze  i t s  Í u t i l i t y .  The
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  Í a c t i o n  a r g u e d  t h a t
L i sbon ' s  de fea t  wou ld  mark  on l y  t he  Í i r s t
s t e p  i n  t r a n s f o r m i n g  M o z a m b i c a n
soc ie ty ,  and i t  saw the exper iences of
t he  l i be ra ted  zones  as  es tab l i sh ing  a
mode l ,  howeve r  embryon i c ,  f o r  t he  way
i n  w h i c h  c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  a n d
o w n e r s h i p  c o u l d  l e a d  t o  a  m o r e
equ i t ab le  d i s t r i bu t i on  o f  Mozamb ique ' s
resources.  l t  re jec ted the not ion that  a
p r i v i l eged  e l i t e  shou ld  gu ide  t he  coun t r y
and  app rop r i a te  i t s  wea l t h .

At  the Second Par ty  Congress he ld
i n  J u l y  1 9 6 8  M o n d l a n e  a n d  h i s  a l l i e s
p r e v a i l e d .  D e s p i t e  t h e  s t a u n c h
o p p o s i t i o n  o f  N  k a v a n d a m e ,  t h e
Cong ress  was  he ld  i n  l i be ra ted  N iassa
p r o v i n c e ,  M o n d l a n e  w a s  r e e l e c t e d
Pres iden t ,  and  t he  Cen t ra l  Commi t t ee ' s
s ize was doubled f rom twenty  to  Íor ty .
New members  came  a lmos t  exc lus i ve l y
Í r om popu la r l y  e l ec ted  cons t i t uenc ies
ins ide  Mozamb ique  and  t he  m i l i t a r y -
b o t h  o f  w h o m  s u p p o r t e d  t h e
revo lu t i ona ry  pos i t i on .  The  en la rged
Centra l  Commit tee adopted a new
p(og ram emphas i z i ng  t he  e rad i ca t i on  o f
a l l  f o rms  o f  soc ia l  and  economic
i n e q u a l i t y  a n d  c o m m i t t i n g  F R E L I M O  t o
forge ahead wi th  the process oÍ  nat iona l
recons t ruc t i on  begun  i n  t he  l i be ra ted
zones .

A l t hough  de fea têd ,  t he  m ino r i t y
f ac t i on  l ed  by  Nkavandame was  no t
p repa red  t o  y i e l d  power  w i t hou t  a
s t rugg le .  A  Í ew  weeks  l a te r  Nkavandame
o r g a n i z e d  a  m e e t i n g  o f  F R E L I M O

d iss iden ts ' i n  sou the rn  Tanzan ia  whe re
he  e labó ra ted  h i s  p l an  t o  es tab l i sh  a
sp l i n te r  o rgan i za t i on .  I n  December  t he
D e p u t y  C h i e f  o f  t h e  D e f e n s e
Depa r tmen t ,  Pau lo  Samue l  Kankhomba ,
was assass inated.  Nkavandame was
iden t i f i ed  by  FREL IMO as  t he  cu lp r i t ,
and  on  Janua ry  3 ,  1969 ,  he  was  s t r i pped
o f  a l l  h i s  r espons ib i l i t i e s .  A  mon th  l a te r  a
l e t t e r  bomb  k i l l ed  P res iden t  Mond lane  a t
h i s  o Í f i c e  i n  D a r  e s - S a l a a m .
N k a v a n d a m e ,  a l o n g  w i t h  S i l v e r i o r
N u n g u ,  a  s e n i o r  F R E L I M O  m e m b e r ,  w a s
imp l i ca ted  i n  t he  assass ina t i on  wh i ch
h a d  b e e n  o r c h e s t r a t e d  b y  t h e
Por tuguese secret  po l ice.  He Í led across
the  bo rde r  w i t h  t he  he lp  o f  P IDE  agen ts
and  de fec ted  t o  t he  co lon ia l  r eg ime .  I n
M a y  1 9 7 0  t h e  C e n t r a l  C o m m i t t e e
e lec ted  Samora  Mache l  P res iden t  and
Marce l i no  dos  San tos  V i ce  P res iden t  o f
F R E L I M O .

L i ke  h i s  assass ina ted  p redecesso r ,
Samora  Mache l  came  Í rom a  f am i l y
s teeped  i n  a  l ong  t r ad i t i on  o f  an t i -
co lon ia l  s t r ugg le .  H i s  g randpa ren ts  and
great -grandparents  Íought  in  the wars o f
res i s tance  a t  t he  end  o Í  t he  n ine teen th
cen tu ry  i n  sou the rn  Mozamb ique ,  and
his  paterna l  grandfather  was one of  the
l e a d i n g  Í i g u r e s  i n  t h e  M a g u i u g a n e
rebe l l i on  i n  1896 .  H i s  f am i l y  a l so
su f f e red  f o r  i t s  ou t spoken  oppos i t i on .
B o t h  m a t e r n a l  g r a n d p a r e n t s  w e r e
depor ted to  Sao Tome where they d ied
i n  e x i l e .

W h e n  F R E L I M O  w a s  f o r m e d ,
Mache l  Í l ed  Mozamb ique  and  j o i ned  t he
movemen t  r i s i ng  qu i ck l y  w i t h i n  i t s
ranks .  l n  1963  he  wen t  w i t h  a  sma l l
g roup  o Í  m i l i t an t s  t o  A lge r i a  Í o r  m i l i t a r y
t r a i n i n g  a n d ,  a f t e r  h i s  r e t u r n  t o
Tanzan ia ,  he  was  p laced  i n  cha rge  o f
F R E L I M O ' s  Í i r s t  m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g  c a m p .
In  t h i s  capac i t y  he  p layed  a  cen t ra l  r o l e
i n  p l a n n i n g  a n d  o r g a n i z i n g  t h e  i n i t i a l
phase  o f  t he  a rmed  s t rugg le .  A  yea r  l a te r
hp  d i r ec ted  t he  m i l i t a r y  campa ign  i n  t he
eas te rn  sec to r  o Í  N iassa ,  and  i n  1966 ,
a Í t e r  t he  dea th  o f  FREL IMO 's  Í i r s t
De fense  Sec re ta ry  F i l i pe  Maga ia ,  he
took  ove r  t h i s  pos t .  l n  t he  ho t l y
con tes ted  i deo log i ca l  deba tes  w i t h i n  t he
Cen t ra l  Commi t t ee  t o  wh i ch  he  was
soon  a f t e r  e l ec ted ,  Mache l  was  a l i gned
w i th  Edua rdo  Mond lane  and  Marce l i no
dos  San tos ,  emerg ing  as  one  o Í  t he
p r i n c i p a l  p r o t a g o n i s t s  o Í  t h e
revo lu t i ona ry  na t i ona l i s t  pos i t i on .  The
select ion o f  Machel  as Pres ident  and
dos Santos as V ice Pres ident  marked the
Í i n a l  v i c t o r y  f o r  t h e  f o r c e s  o f
revo lu t i ona ry  na t i ona l i sm  and  se t  t he
s tage  Í o r  a  more  exp l i c i t  adop t i on  o f  a
soc ia l i s t  agenda .

Be tween  the  end  o f  1969  and  1973
the  p r i nc ip l es  and  p rac t i ces  deve loped
in  the l iberated zones were formal ized
and  the  wa r  zone  ex tended .  FREL IMO 's
c lea re r  i deo log i ca l  s t ance  Í ac i l i t a ted  t he
dest ruct ion o Í  the las t  vest iges o f
t r ad i t i ona l  au tho r i t y .  l t  a l so  h igh l i gh ted
the  Í ac t  t ha t  a  b l ack  bou rgeo i s i e ,  i Í  l e f t
unchecked ,  cou ld  coop t  and  u l t ima te l y

destroy the revolut ion.  The need to
emancipate women received greater
emphasis,  and advances were made in
the  f ie lds  o f  hea l th  and educat ion .  On
t h e  m i l i t a r y  Í r o n t ,  g u e r r i l l a  f o r c e s
b lun ted  the  much-hera lded Por tuguese
d e Í e n s i v e s  a n d  e x p a n d e d  t h e i r
operat ions in Tete province and, for  the
Í i rs t  t ime,  began mak ing  s ign i Í i can t
in roads  in  the  southern  ha l f  o f  the
count ry .  FRELIMO's  f  ron t  in  Man ica  and
Sofala not only threatened the white
se t t le r  h igh lands  bu t  a lso  Be i ra ,  the
colony's second largest c i ty.  Not even
substan t ia l  a id  f rom the  West ,  inc lud ing
$435 mi l l ion  f rom the  U.S. ,  cou ld  p rop
up the  co lon ia l  reg ime.

By the end oÍ  1973 freedom f ighters
were o.perat ing only 400 mi les f rom
L o u r e n c o  M a r q u e s  a n d  g r o w i n g
opposition to the war paralyzed the
co lon ia l  a rmy and se t  the  s tage in
Portugal  for  the coup of  the armed
forces movement which overthrew the
a u t h o r i t a r i a n  r e g i m e  o f  M a r c e l l o
Caetano on  Apr i l  24 ,1974. In  p ro longed
and d i f Í i cu l t  negot ia t ions  FRELIMO
unequivocal ly rejected the at tempts oÍ
the new Portuguese government to
impose a  "neo-co lon ia l  so lu t ion . "  On
S e p t e m b e r  7 ,  1 9 7 4 ,  t h e  L u s a k a
agreement  was .s igned es tab l i sh ing  a
t r a n s i t i o n a l  F R E L I M O - d o m i n a t e d
g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  g u a r a n t e e i n g
Mozambican independence on  June 25 ,
1  975.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

M O Z A M B I C A N  N O T E S  i s  P u b l i s n ã O
quarterly by the Mozambican Resource
Center, P.O. Box 2006, Madison Square
Stat ion,  New York,  N.Y. 10159. Year ly
subscr ipt ions are $12.00 Íor indiv iduals
and $15.00 for inst i tut ions.  Please add
$7.00 for ai r  mai l  subscr iPt ions

MOZAMBIQUE:  FROM COLONIALISM
TO REVOLUTION 1900-1982 by Al len
and Barbara lsaacman provides a com'
prehe nsive background for understan-
ding events in Mozambique today. In ad'
di t ión to valuable histor ic informat ion i t
a lso contains present day accounts oÍ
Mozambique 's  e f fo r t  to  bu i ld  a  new
social ist  society.  Softback copies of
the book are avai lable to newslet ter
subscr ibers for  $8.00 from the Mozam-
bican Resource center.

MACHEL VISITS EUROPE
(Continued from page 7)

t i o n s  w h i c h  w e r e  h e l d  a s  i n  t h e
m e e t  i n g s  w i t h  b u s i n e s s m e n ,  w ê
clarif ied that there is interest in the Peo-
ple 's Republ ic of  Mozambique in co-
opera t ing  w i th  d l l  count r ies  on  the
basis of  reciprocal  benef i ts,  equal i ty
and m utual respect. We demonstrated
also that there are advantages in co-
operat ing wi th Mozambique and the in-
d e p e  n d e n t  c o u n t r i e s  o f  s o u t h e r n
Af  r i ca .
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SUBCOMilISSION OF
.THE FIVE' ]ÚEET

ln October the subcommissions on
Transpor ta t ion  and Commerce o f  a
g r o u p  k n o w n  a s  ' T h e  F i v e '  m e t  i n
[4aputo.  l t  was the f i rst  meet ing of
these subcommissions which are part
of a organization made up of the five
former Portuguese colonies - Angola,
Cape Verde, Guine-Bissau, Mozambi-
que and Sao Tome and Pr incipe. Dur ing
the meeting proposals for co'operation
were formúlated to be presented to a
meeting of the heads of states of the
Í ive coúntr ies involved for approval .

Each state presented a report on the
status of  t ransportat ion -  concentral ing
on a i r  and sh ipp ing  capac i t ies .  The
group agreed to exchange delegat ions
ãmono themselves and to increase co-
opera Ì ion  in  the  t ra in ing  o f  p ro Íes '
s iona ls connected with t ransportat ion,
inc rease techn ica l  co 'opera t ion  and
creat e more harmonious transportat  ion
legis l  ature among themselves.

The Angolan chairperson of  the sub-
commission of  Transportat ion stated
tha t  he  wou ld  recommend the  s ign ing
of bi lateral  accords s imi l iar  to those ap-
proved prev ious ly  by 'The F ive 'and tha t
the group should consol idate their  ac-
t ionõ  a t  in te rna t iona l  meet ings  fo r  the i r
common interest .

The cha i rperson o f  the  Commerce
Subcommiss ion  f rom Sao Tome and
Principe stressed the importance oÍ
' T h e  F i v e '  m a k i n g  c o m m e r c i a l  e x '
changes among themselves of  goods
and equipment a pr ior i ty.  l tems which
were l is ted included r ice,  sugar,  corn,
mi lk  and med ic ines .

Bank ing  and f inanc ing  issues  wh ich
also af feõt  commerce between 'The

Five'  were deferred to a future meet ing
oÍ  the  F inance Subcommiss ion .

LAND RE.DISTRIBUTED
TO FIGHT HUNGER

S i n c e  l a s t  J u n e  m o r e  t h a n  1 5 0 0
fami l ies in the Namacurra distr ict  of
Zambezi province have each received a
parce l  o f  land  Ío r  the  cu l t i va t ion  o Í
cassava. Each fami ly received approx-
imately 2 112 acres wi th the promise
that they would actual ly farm i t .  More
than 500 other fami l ies received land to
grow cassava, wheat and beans. Land
i s  a l s o  b e i n g  d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  o t h e r
f a m i l i e s  t o  g r o w  r i c e  a n d  s w e e t
potatoes with seeds and smal l  farming
equipment being arranged by the City
Coun ci l  of  the distr icts '  headquarters.

Those res idents  who own t rac to rs
have been mobi l ized to support  the
fami l ies  w i th  new p lo ts  and AGRICOM
-a s ta te  agr icu l tu re  f i rm is  p rov id ing  a
large quant i ty of  hoes.
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T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y  i d l e  o r
underut i l ized land not af fected by the
drought was handed over to Íami l ies
wi l l ing  to  work  i t .

In M anhica distr ict  of  the Maputo pro-
v i n c e  m o r e  t h a n  2 5 0 0  f a m i l i e s  h a d
rece ived p lo ts  o f  land  in  September
wi th  the  d is t r ibu t ion  cont inu ing .  The
plots involved are fer t i le lands near the
base of  the lncomati  River.  Much of  the
val ley land distr ibuted was formerly us-
ed by colonists to produce rice. One oÍ
the  needs o Í  the  fami l ies  tak ing  over  the
new plots is boots Íor  working in the
wetness.
According to one peasant who received
land, Liasse Cohohnuana, "Al though
we have other farm lands, we prefer
these due to their  fer t i l i ty  and humidi ty.
We also expect to be supported now
that we have started organized cultiva-
t ion."  l t  is  envis ioned that associat ions
of fam i ly farmers wi l l  be formed for the
channel ing oÍ  the support  needed and
to deal  wi th the lack of  t ractors and
other equipment.

GOSPEL SINGERS
PERFORM IN MOZAMBIOUE

A tr io of  gospel  s ingers f rom the US
ricent ly gave three wef lat tended perfor-
mances in Mozambique. Al though jazz
i s  k n o w n  a n d  a p p r e c i a t e d  i n  m a n y
areas of  the country,  gospel  s inging
was qui te new for the thousands who
turned out to hear the Barret t  Sisters
perform. The Barret t  Sisters who are on
their  f  i rst  Afr ican tour,  a lso performed
in Malawi, Lesotho, Zambia, Zaire and
Z imbabwe.

NEW BABY FORMULA DISTRIBUTION
SYSTEM ANNOUNCED

ln December a new system for the
d is t rubut ion  o f  a r t i f i c ia l  m i lk  fo r  bab ies
w a s  a n n o u n c e d  w h i c h  e n c o u r a g e s
mother to breast feed their  babies as
opposed to using powdered mi lk for '
m u l a s  w h e n  p o s s i b l e .  D u r i n g  c o -
lon ia l i sm many Mozambican women
came to bel ieve that the manufactured
m i l k  f o r m u l a s  u s e d  . b y  P o r t u g u e s e
mothers were super ior  to the mother 's
own mi lk .  A Í te r  independence many
women began to  use  the  ar t i f i c ia l  m i lk
as the only source of  nutr i t ion for  their
babies.  To stretch the expensive cann-
ed products,  some mothers used more
water than required. Often the water
used was not pur i f ied.  But more impor-
tant.  research done in th is country has
proven tha t  even when used as  in '
structed the benef i ts are far  less those
received Írom natural  mi lk.

The new regulat ions l imi t  the sale of
art i f  ic ia l  mi lk to those mothers who are
not able to nurse their  baby for heal th

reasons, orphans, mothers who work or
s t u d y  ( a Í t e r  t h e  s e c o n d  m o n t h ) ,  o r
m o t h e r s  o f  t w i n s .  B a b y  c e r e a l  i s
ava i la  b le  to  a l l  mothers  when the i r  ch i ld
is between f ive and Í i Í teen months old.

TRADITIONAL GAMES REVIVED
As spec ia l  cu l tu ra l  and spor t ing  ac-

t i v i t ies  were  he ld  th roughout  the  coun-
try to celebrate the f i f t ieth bir thday of
P r e s  i d e n t  M a c h e l ,  t h e  M a p u t o
newspaper  NOTICIAS sponsored na-
t iona l  championsh ips  o f  two t rad i t iona l
g?mes.  The f  i r s t  annua l  championsh ips
o f  N ' T c h u v a  a n d  M u r a v a r a v a ,  t r a d i -
t i o n a l  M o z a m b i c a n  g a m e s  a k i n  t o
chess or checkers were held in Maputo
dur ing the week of  September 25.

N ' tchuva is  a  game,  wh ich  or ig ina tes
in the southern [ , tozaínbican prõvinces
of Gaza, Maputo and Inhambane, can
be played direct ly on the ground or on a
board  wh ich  has  a  min imum of  e igh t
gups  or  ho les  cu t  in to  the  p lay ing  sur -
face. The game can be played withãddi-
t iona l  cups  in  mu l t ip les  o f  e igh t .

Mu ravarava can also be played ei ther
direct ly on the ground or on a square
board which has a layout somewhat
s imi la r  to  ch inese checkers .

Both  games have as  the i r  ob jec t  the
capture oÍ  the other players '  chips or
stones through strategic moves around
t h e  b o a r d .  B o t h  g a m e s  a r e  a l s o
d is t in  gu ished by  the i r  use  o f  pa i red  con-
testants -  one who makes the moves
and one who adv ises  what  moves to
m a k e .

C l e a r l y  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  a  c h a m -
p ionsh ip  fo r  t rad i t iona l  games goes
beyond the  award ing  o Í  p r izes  to  the
two young w inners .  Such a  rev i ta l i za-
t ion  o Í  t rad i t iona l  games ís  in  the  in -
terest  of  the Revolut ion.  They perserve
a peop le 's  pas t ,  a  na t ion 's  memory  and
know ledge and are  a lso  a  way o f  un í t íng
the  count ry 's  many cu f  tu ra l  g roups .

news briefs

N' tchuva was one o f  the  two games
p layed a t  championsh ip  tournament  o Í
t rad i t iona l  games.



FRIENDS ond NEIGHBORS
FRONT LINE STATES MEET

Heads of government of the Front
Line States met in Lusaka in November.
The main topic of  d iscussion was the
progress oÍ  ta lks on Namibia.  present
were the presidents of  Mozambique,
Ta.nzan ia ,  Zambia  and Ango la ,  ihé
P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  o f  Z i m b a õ w e ,  t h e
M i n i s t e r  o f  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s  ï r o m
Botswana and observers from SWApO
and the ANC oÍ South Afr ica.

One of  the object ives oÍ  the meet ing
was to pÍepgre for the upcoming Com-
monwealth Conference to be held in ln-
dia.  The meet ing which lasted four and
a hal f  hours incl fude a broad discussion
oÍ the s i tuat ion in southern AÍr ica and
reports on visits to Europe by president
Mache l  and Pr ime Min id te r  Muoabe.  A t
the meet ing Tanzanian presideõt Jul ius
Nyerere stressed the necessity to de-
nounce the si lence that has sur iounded
the fact  that  South AÍr ican troops cur-
rent ly occupy terr i tory inside Anoola.
t-f e conctemned the faci that attentión is
focused on Cuban troops which were in-
v i ted by the Angolan government and
not on the South Afr ican troops which
a r e  t h e  r e a l  i l l e g a l  o c c u p a n t s .  T h e
meet ing of  heads of  state also con-
demned the escalat ion of  South AÍr ican
aggressions against  Front Line States.
The f  inal  communigue expressed the
h o p e  t h a t  t h e  C o m m o n w e a l t h  C o n -
fe rence,ser ious ly  cons iders  the  pro-
p lems o f  peaceand secur i ty  in  southern
Af  r íca .

SECRETARY GENERAL REPORTS ON
NAMIBIAN INDEPENDENCE

PROGRESS

^  F o l l o w i n _ g  a  r e p o r t  g i v e n  b y  t h e
Secretary General  oÍ  th-e Uni teô Na-
t ions,  Javier Perez de Cuel lar  on his
v is í t  to  southern  Af r i ca  in  August ,  the
Qg_cu r i ty Counci t  adopted ReËotút ion
539 on October 27. This resolut ion re-
qu i res  the  South  Af  r i can  req ime to  com-
municate to the U.N. bod-y i ts accep-
t a n c e  o f  o n e  o Í  t h e  t w o  e l e c t i o n
systems present ly being discussed for
Namibia and rejects Soutn Afr ica's in-
s is tence on  the  ' l i nkage '  i ssue wh ich
SWAPO has also f  i rmly rejected. l t  con-
d e m n s  t h e  i l l e g a l  o c ó u p a t i o n  o f
Namib ia  by  South  Af  r i ca  in  v io la t ion  o f
U.N.  Reso lu t íon  435 and s ta ted  tha t  in
the  case o f  non-compl iance on  the  par t
o Í  South  Af  r i ca  w i th  the  reso lu t ion  tha t
the  Secur i ty  Counc i l  woufd  cons ider
lak i1g  appropr ia te  measures  aga ins t
South AÍr ica as províded for in thé U.N.
char te r .

Previously,  the South Afr ican regime
haQ a lso  ob jec ted  to  the  suggesteO
ma[e-qp of  the mi l i tary compõõent of
U N T A G  ( U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  T i a n s i t i o n
Ass is tence Group)  whose respons ib i l i -
t y  i t  w i l l  be  to  mon i to r  the  cease- f  i re  in
N a m i b i a .

^  In  h ìs  repor t  back  o f  the  Secur i ty
Counci l  in December,  as cal led for  by
the Resolut ion,  the Secretary General
announced tha t  he  was unsuccess f  u l  in

gett ing the South AÍr ican government
to respond on the quest ion of  e lect ion
gystem or cooperate in moving towards
Namibia independence. South Afr ica's
stance is seen by many to be a con-
t i n u a t í o n  o f  t h e  d i p l o m a t i c  g a m e s
played by a regime with no ser iôus in-
t e r e s t  i n  n e g o t i a t i n g  f o r  p e a c e  i n
Namib ia .

Meanwhi le,  France announced that i t
w o u l d  s u s p e n d  i t s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n
meet ings of  the Contact  Group (which
i n c l u d e s  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  B r i t a i n ,
Canada and West Germany) as long as
issues outside of  Resolut ion 43S-are
raised. Their  d i f ferences with the other
countr ies over the issue of  ' l inkage'  is
t h o u g h t  t o  b e  o n e  o Í  t h e  p r i n c i p l e
reasons for their  act ion.

DOCUMENTS SHOWING
D ESTABILIZATION PLAN FOR

ZIMBABWE REVEALED
Mozambican reporter Afves Gomes

w r i t i n g  i n  T E M P O  m a g a z i n e  i n
November reveafed the existence of
documents which expose the establ ish-
ment of  mi l i tary camps inside South
AÍr ica devoted to the t ra in ing oÍ  young
Zimbabweans recrui ted or k idnâppeõ
w h o  w o u l d  l a t e r  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n
des tab i l i za t ion  opera t ions  ins ide  Z im-
FaQwç. Tlpse targeted for recrui tment
incl  udes Zimbabwëans vis i t i  ng órï iúfng
in South Afr ica and Botawaná. tormer
members of  Muzorewa's auxi la i ies and
former members of  the ZIPRA wing of
ZAPU. The purpose of the trained arúed
group s would be to provoke inside Zim-
babwe acts of  economic and social  in-
sfab_i l i ty  in much the same way as the
MNR is  cur ren t ly  t ry ing  to  do  ins ide
Mozambique.  One document  i s  sa id  to
r e f e r  t o  t h e  c o o r d i n a t i o n  o f  h o s t i l e
g l o u p s  i n  A n g o l a ,  M o z a m b i q u e  a n d
Z imbabwe.

Besides Pharaborwa, a camp used
for  the  t ra in ing  o f  a rmed Mozambican
bands in 1980, the documents also ta lk
o f  four  new camp s i tes  a long the  L im-
popo on the South Afr ican síde created
by former Rhodesian soldiers.  but  now
r u n  b y  S o u t h  A f r i c a  m i l i t a r y  a n d  i n -
t e l l i g  e n c e  p e r s o n n e l l .  O n e  o f  t h e
d o c u  m e n t s  w h i c h  i n c l u d e d
photographs ,  ta lked  o f  a  meet inq  wh ich
took place near Pretor ia in Sep-tember
b e t w e e n  S o u t h  A f r í c a n  m i l i i a r y  o f -
f i c i a l s  a n d  a ' C o m m a n d a n t '  W e l a ,  ( w i t h
p a s t  Z A P U  c o n n e c t i o n s )  w h o  w a s
presented as the chief  of  the so cal led'd iss idents '  o f  Z imbabwe.  Jonas  Sav im-
bi  of  UNIïA was reportedly present at
t h e  m e e t i n g .

-  -  The response to these revelat ions by
Mozambique and Zimbabwe has been
to  cont inue and s t rengthen the i r  jo in t
mi l i ta ry  opera t ions  aga ins t  the  S-outh
A f r i c a n  b a c k e d  a r m e d  b a n d s  w h o
threa ten  hos t i le  ac ts  in  bo th  count r ies .

SADCC ACTIVITIES

. ln  August  Tanzan ia  and Malawi  s ign_
ed an agreement to establ ish and-to

clevelop transportat ion systems and
carriers for trade and commence bet-
ween the two countries. The agreement
rose out of  the two nat ions'  part ic ipa-
tion in the Southern African Devetòp-
m e n t  C o o r d i n a t i o n  C o n Í e r e n c e .
Malawi 's part ic ipat ion in both SADCC
9nd. th is part icular t rade and transpor-
t a t i o n  a g - r e e m e n t  i s  s i g n i f i c â n t
because of its generally co-nservative
foreig n pol icy and in part icular because
i ts  t rade and po l i t i ca l  re la t ions  w i th
South  Af r i ca .

CALL FOR WITHDRAWL OF
SOUTH AFRICAN TROOPS

FROM ANGOLA
In early December four columns of

South AÍrican troops mounted an ofÍen-
sive into the Angolan province of  Hui la.
On December 14, a clash occured bet-
ween the South Af rican aggressors and
Angolan troops near Mulonga. As re-
cent as January 3, another attack is
r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  t a k e n  p l a c e  n e a r
Cuvef ia,  120 mi les inside Angolan ter-
r i tory.  According to Ambassador El is io
F i g u  e r e g o ,  A n g o l a ' s  p e r m a n e n t
representat ive to the United Nat ions,
these acts constitute "a flagrant viola-
tion oÍ the sovernty and teiritorial in-
tegr i t y  o f  Ango la  and cons t i tu tes  a
d a n g e r  t o  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p e a c e  a n d
secur i ty . "

In l ight  of  recent South AÍr ican ag.
gressions against  Angola,  the Secur i ty
Counci l  on January 6,  adopted Resolu.
t ion 546 with a vote oÍ  13-0 (wi th the U.S.
and Br i ta in abstaining).  This resolut ion
cal ls for  the immediate and uncondi-
t ional  wi thdrawl of  South Af r ican forces
Írom Angola and for the cease of  a l l
South AÍr ican mi l i tary act ions against
A n g o l a .  T h e  R e s o l u t i o n  a f f i r m s
Angola 's r ight  to cal l  on assistence to
better f ight  against  aggression of  the
racist  regime against  the independent
Angolan state and recognizes Angola 's
r i g h t  t o  c o m p e n s a t i o n  f r o m  S o u t h
A f  r i c  a  f  o r  d a m a g e s  i n c u r r e d .  T h e
resolut ion required that the Secretarv
Genera l  repo i t  back  to  the  Secur i t Í
Counc i l  by  January  10 .  In  the  event  tha i
S o u t h  A f r i c a  f a i l s  t o  c o m p l y  w i t h
Resolut ion 545 and 546, the Secur i ty
C o u n c i l  w i l l  m e e t  t o  c o n s i d e r  m o r e
str in-  gent measures as provided for
under  the  U.N.  char te r .

Announcement
From Chicago comes informat ion of

a mater ia l  a ids dr ive to benef i t  reci-
pients in Zimbabwe, Mozambique and
Tanz.ania. Margaret Burroughs of the
D u  S a b l e  M u s e u m  i n  C h f c a g o  h a s
organ ized the Af r ican Aid Project  to col-
lec t  c  lo th ing ,  toys ,  schoo l  supp l ies  and
books to send. The Afr ican Aid Project
i s  a  l s o  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  s e n d i n g
too thbrushes ,  too th  pas te ,  need les l
combs,  th read and o ther  smal l  i tems.
The ANC and SWAPO wi l l  a lso  be  rec i -
pients of  th is project .  For informat ion
contact M_argqret Burroughs, Du Sable
lt1|trsç y\,140 East S6th plãce, Chicago,
r L L . 6 0 6 3 7 .
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LATE NEWS
Mozambique and South Africa

Fol lowing a one day meet ing in late
D e c e m b e r ,  M o z a m b i q u e  a n d  S o u t h
Afr ica announced that the two coun-
tr ies had establ ished four commis-
sions that would begin holding a
ser ies of  b i later ia l  ta lks in mid-
January on the issues oÍ  secur i ty,
economic relat ions,  tour ism, and the
Cabora Bassa hydroelectric dam.

The key to the talks, for both sides,
is the secur i ty issue.

In announcing that the ta lks would
be taking place, Mozambican Presi-
dent Samora Machel reported that "in
the context  of  our pol icy of  peace,
good neighbor l iness and coexistence
with the countr ies of  our zone, wê
have been making contacts with the
South Afr ican author i t ies wi th a v iew
to reducing tensions in our region and
to def in ing rules Íor  a normal and
peacef ul relationship between two
neighbor ing states."

Machel went on to reaffirm that the
establishment of good relations be-
tween South Afr ica and Mozambique
required South Afr ica to stop support-
ing the Mozambique Nat ional  Resist-
ance (MNR), which,  he said,  " the Pre-
tor ia regime recrui ts,  t ra ins,  f inances,
equips and directs to launch cr iminal
act ions against  our sover ign state."

The Maputo-based dai ly Not ic ias,
comment ing on the talks just  aÍ ter
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they began in mid-January,  noted
Mozambique desire for "peace and
coexistence" with South Africa. "Geo-
graphic locat ion is something that
can' t  be changed. Neighbors can' t  be
changed,"  the newspaper said in an
edi tor ia l  which went on to point  out
that there must be peace between two
countries that share the same frontier,
even though they have different social
systems and other contradict ions
exist between them.

"The negotiations are necessary to
make sure that people are l iv ing by the
norms oÍ  internat ional  law," the paper
sa id ,  go ing  on  to  ou t l ine  four  ma in
points for  the discussions:
-  Terr i tor ia l  integr i ty
-  Non-violat ion oÍ  Í ront iers
-  Non- interference in internal  aÍ fa i rs
-  Assurances from both countr ies that
no one of  the two states wi l l  be used
as a plat form for v io lence against  the
other.

South Afr ica,  in i ts comments on
the talks stressed the secur i ty issue.
"South Afr ica has only one rule,"  said
Foreign Minister Roelof  Botha, "which
is that  i ts neighbors must stop harbor-
ing terror ists.  We shaÍ l  not  deviate
from that even i f  i t  br ings us into con-
tact  wi th the whole wor ld."  In the past
South Afr ica has claimed that i ts at-
tacks on Mozambique were aimed

only at  e l iminat ing "ANC bases."  At
the same time the Mozambican gov-
ernment and the ANC leadership have
maintained that ANC mi l i tary bases
are only in South AÍrica.

What South Africa seeks, Botha ex-
plained, is a "mutual  nonagression
pact," in which Pretoria would curb
the act iv i t ies of  the MNR in return for
Mozambique doing the same with the
ANC.

President Machel ,  however,  in his
statement fo l lowing the December
meeting, reaffirmed Mozambique's
support  Íor  the ANC: "The People 's
Republ ic of  Mozambique has reaff i rm-
ed the pr inciples of  our social ist
pol icy of  peace, f i rmly condeming the
system oÍ apartheid and the ban-
tustan pol icy,  and restat ing our
po l i t i ca l ,  d ip lomat ic  and mora l  sup-
port  for  the ANC, which f ights for
democracy, which f ights against
racial  d iscr iminat ion and for equal i ty
between al l  races in South Afr ica."

"The ANC enjoys the uncondi t ional
support  of  a l l  t rue lovers of  peace,
social  just ice and progress,"  Machel
said,  " included among whom are the
Mozambican people."

Fol lowing the f i rst  round of  ta lks in
Maputo on economic relat ions on Jan.
16, the two sides issued a jo int  state-
ment saying the talks took place in a
"construct ive atmosphere."  They dis-
cussed transport ,  migrant labor,  agr i -
cu l tu re ,  f i sher ies ,  indus t r ies  and com-
merce, f inance, tour ism and energy,
the jo int  statement said.r
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