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EDITORIAL 

The historie meeting of the FRELI MO Central Commi-
ttee in July 1964 made a decision of vital importance to 
our people. That decision concerned the form which our 
struggle should assume. Basically, the option was between 
resorting to armed struggle for the liberation of Mozambi-
que or continuing the path followed up until then- namely, 
attempted negotiations with the Portuguese government 
and petitions to the United Nations. 

The general feeling in FRELIMO was that we should 
have recourse to armed struggle. ln this connection, 
about 200 militants had already received military training in 
Algeria and had returned to Mozambique, where they were 
awaiting the instructions of our Organisation. However, 
the final decision was still to be made: and it was one which 
could not be made lightly. Because of its importance and 
gravity it required serious consideration and a complete 
analysis of the situation. 

There were severa! problems to be taken into account. 
Obviously, the first one was to determine whether armed 
struggle was really the only way left open for us to achieve 
independence. After ali, from a theoretical point of view 
it could be argued that severa! African colonies had achieved 
their independence through peaceful means - by Parlia-
mentary, politicai and legal struggle. So why should not 
those means be valid for Mozambique? 

I f the decision was taken to launch armed struggle, 
then the problem arose as to how it was to be organised. An 
army was necessary along with weapons. We had about 
200 trained comrades, armed with light weapons; but only 
a visionary could pretend that this force would have been 
able to defeat the powerful Portuguese army,.which had 
stationed in Mozambique at that time, 35,000 troops equi-
pped with the most modern war material. On our side, 
there was also the problem of supplies, for those 200 fighters 
had a limited quantity of ammunition, and it was not clear 
how it could be replenished in order to continue the war. 

The psychological element was no less important. Havi-
ng been subjected to centuries of oppression and colonialist 
propaganda, our people had been conditioned into harbour-
ring a kind of religious fear of the Portuguese. The 
'Mzungo' was almost a god - untouchable, invulnerable. 
How could we convince the population to fight against him 
and his repressive machine? 

Furthermore, the people of Mozambique were not united. 
Certain ethnic divisions had their roots deep in the past, 
and the so-called 'tribal' consciousnes~ had been accentualed 
by the Portuguese. Like ali imperialists, the Portuguese 
had followed the policy of "divide and rule". The result 
was that individuais from different parts of Mozambique, 
speaking different Janguages, were suspicious of each other 
and sometimes quite hostile. 

But perhaps the most weighty consideration in approa-
ching the decision of armed struggle was the awareness of 
the sufferings war would bring our people. Would anned 
struggle be worth the cost? Would it be not better to con-
tinue with the known evils of exploitation and oppression 
so as to avoid the horrors and uncertainties of war? 

The pros and cons were exhaustively weighed, and ali 
doubts were successively eliminated. The position of the 
Portuguese government was clear - to ali attempts at 
négotiation on the part of FRELIMO it reiterated that Mo-
zambique was part of Portugal and that the Portuguese 
Constitution does not allow the alienation of any pareei of 
Portuguese territory. The Portuguese government accused 
us of being 'bandits', and it increased its repression. It was 
clear therefore that only by force would we be able to win 
our independence. The fact that other colonies had won 
their independence by peaceful means was irrelevant to our 
case (and to that of Angola and Guinea-Bissau), because 
Portugal is a fascist state and her interests determined that 
she retain the colonies in their classic form. 

How was the armed struggle to be organised? The only 
way was to organise iton a popular and national basis. Thus 
the initial numerical disproportion of our forces relative to 
those of the Portuguese would gradually be reversed, as new 
elements of the population integrated themselves into the 
struggle. We gained in confidence that the problem of 
weapons, munitions and other supplies could be solved. 
lndependent African countries had promised their support 
to the liberation struggle in no uncertain terms at the recently 
created Organisation of African Unity. The Socialist bloc 
was strong, and by the very nature of the policy of the 
Socialistcountries their support for our struggle was assured. 

The myth of the invincibility of thePortuguese was bound 
to be destroyed once we started the armed struggle. It was 
necessary that our people should s~e the colonialists falling 
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under the fire of ou r weapons, for then all the mental inhibi-
tions created by previous oppression would begin to dissolve. 

The suffering inherent in the war was not beyond our 
people's endurance. The will to be free was  a guarantee of 
that. Colonialism and all it represented had to be eradi-
cated from our country - whatever the cost. ln making 
this decision, the Central Committee of FRELIMO felt 
certai o that it was correctly interpreting the will of our people 
as a whole. 

Thus we proclaimed that the goal of national liberation 
should be reached through armed struggle. What has so 
far been achieved confirms that we were correct in that 
decision and that it was the only logical decision in the 
concrete conditions of Mozambique. Portugal is still 
holding to the sarne arguments even today, and maintains 
the sarne intransigent position. 

On ou r side, we have already overcome some of the diffi-
culties we had foreseen: 
- We increased our guerrilla army up to more than 10,000 
fighters, appropriately armed and equipped. 

- The development of the struggle itself has created the 
internal and externa! conditions for increasing the qua-
ntity and quality of our war material. We have cap-
tured a great deal from the enemy and received further 
supplies at the international levei. 

- Portuguese soldiers, the direct instruments of coloniali-
sm, are now considered by our people as true "pappr 
tigers", ·and it is they who are dominated by fear and 
absolutely demoralised. 

- The various peoples of Mozambique are being welded 
into a single unit-individuals of every ethnic group are 
working side by side at every organisational levei of 
FRELIMO and fighting shoulder to shoulder against 
our common enemy. 

Of course, we have had to bear certain adversities after 

choosing the rough road of armed struggle. The suffering 
o! our peop_Ie has been weat. Enemy bombings destroy 
vill_ages? cul~1vated fields, !Jvestock, etc. Besides, our organi-
satwn IS still far from being perfect. Very often in the 
Iiberated areas there are shortages of essential goods, such 
as clothes, soap, salt etc. But the levei of politicai understa-
n~ing or our people is already so high that they  accept the 
~Ifficulties of the war as ~he price that has to be paid for 
mdependence. The fact Is that for the first time we can 
now Iive in liberated regions-free from the hated presence 
of the 'administrator' ?r the "chefe de posto", free from 
for~ed labour and arb1trary arrests, free from the palma-
tona, torture and murder, able to choose ourselves our 
Ieaders. We have our own clinics, send our children 
to our own schools, and eat that which we have chosen 
to pr?duce. Ali those things are considered by us as being 
suffic1ent compensation for hardships. 

Today our confidence in the final victory is unshakeable. 
Our politicai and military strength is such that we were able 
to face, counter and repel 35,000 Portuguese troops sent 
against our liberated areas in a single operation. Those troops 
were supplied with 15,000 tons of military equipment, and 
were supported by tanks, armoured cars and squadrons of 
aircraft. This victory, which we won just two months ago, 
shows that our struggle has already reached a stage where 
it is impossible for the Portuguese to win a military victory. 

We do not claim that victory will be immediate. We do 
not delude ourselves with false hopes. The enemy is strong, 
because it is not only Portuguese colonialism: it is the whole 
imperialist structure which has lost control of many African 
countries and wants to perpetuate its exploitation in those 
areas remaining under white minority domination. Our 
final victory is still some distance away, but the victories 
scored so far prove that we are on the correct path, and that 
we must proceed with determination in that direction. 
The struggle continues. 

Long live the Revolutionary 

Armed struggle for National 

Libera tio n! 

Long live 

September, 

the 25th of 

Day of the 

Mozambican Revolution! 
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Q: Mr. Adjali, what reasons Jed you to propose to 
FRELI MO that it take you to visit the liberated areas 
of Mozambique? 

A: 1 am a journalist, meaning that my work makes it 
necessary for me to inform myself about developments of 
the struggle led by FRELIMO with the aim for Mozambique 
to reach national sovereignty-and the sarne applies to 
the movements and national liberation fronts of the other 
"Portuguese" colonies as well. In the first place, therefore, 
I have undertaken this visit to inform the readers of our 
magazine AFRICASIA. ln addition, I, too, am African 
and believe in the progressive forces of our time; thus, 
ali struggles for national liberation, any action that will 
improve the lot of the underprivileged masses, is my 
struggle, my action. Isn't it natural for a person to visit 
h is brothers? 

A third reason for my visit to Mozambique is to go and 
see on the spot the achievements accomplished by the 
Mozambican people under the leadership of FRELIMO, 
and also to try, with the first-hand information obtained, 
to make a contribution to the people of Mozambique by 
making known all that I have seen and experienced in 
the liberated areas. 

There is another reason of which I myself did not think 
(and there may well be others): "We like to know the 
children of the countries th'at help us", a militant told me. 
I am the first Algerian he met. I am very happy to have 
"put a face" to the assistance given by the Algerian people 
to the people of Mozambique in supporting FRELIMO. 

Q: What aspects of our politico-military work impressed 
you most? 

A: I have been greatly impressed by the extent of 
politicai maturity, or rather by the consciousness of the 
masses and the enormous effort made by them to carry 
on with the struggle. Of course I visited the liberated areas 
only, so what'l can speak of is-the politicai work among 
the masses, organization of the economy, and of the defence 
of the liberated areas. 

9 

ALGERIAN 

JOURNALIST 

WITH FRELIMO 

Last June, Mr. Boubaker Adjali, journalist of the Paris 
based magazine "AFRICASIA", visited the liberated 
areas of Mozambique where he stayed for about one month. 
After bis visit be was interviewed by a member of the 
FRELIMO Information Department. 

As regards the first P<?int, although illiteracy is raging 
amon~ the adult populatton, and although the popu1ation 
finds 1tself cut off from the world, the economic situation 
does not permit th~m to enter into what some people have 
called the revolutwn of the transistor. ln spite of this 
the population is informed about the struggles of th~ 
people of Yietnam, CambC?d!a, Laos, Palestine, Angola, 
Gu_mea, Z1mba~we, Nam1bJa, South Africa-as they 
behe':'e t_hat the1r own struggle is also widely known. 
Cons1denng the absence of a medium of information 
this shows the extent of the politicai work conducted by 
FRELI MO cadres at a_ll leveis. of the population.  I give 
you an example of th1s consctousness: at the time the 
American base a~ Wheelus was evacuated,  a young man 
carne to ask me 1f that base was the last foreign base in 
Afnca . . After l had enumerated to him ali existing bases, 
he rephed that the struggle is not yet finished but that it 
must be intensified. 

On the _second point . I will not say much, although 
I must pomt to the senousness and determination with 
wh1ch the people are reconstructing their economy. I was 
happy to eat the rice "guerrillero", produced in the Iibera-
ted areas. The people, though they are lacking clothes 
absolutely do not Jack basic foodstuffs. On the contrary' 
production has gro~n to such. an extent that they ar~ 
even conductmg the1r own agncultural experiments. 

With regard to the third point, it impressed me very much to 
see that the people were armed, and that it was very difficult 
to make a distiction between civilians and military, as the 
popular militia indeed proved to be the population at 
large, ali inhabitants of the liberated areas: men, women, 
children. I should like to see such militia in ali African 
countríes! The experience in Mozambique is proof of the 
indissoluble and very strong ties between the party and the 
masses. 

Q: Enemies of FRELIMO have made serious accusa-
tions against our organisation, accusing us of tribalism, 
regionalism, militarism and other things. They also 
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accused us of murdering people in the interior. Now, you 
have just returned from Mozambique, and you know our 
principies and our organization. Dó you consider it 
possible in the framework of our principies andou r structure 
that things like politicai muders could occur? Or tribalism, 
regionalism, etc.? 

A: As concerns tribalism and regionalism, L think that 
those who accuse FRELIMO of making politics of triba-
lism and regionalism must be out of their minds. I met 
Mwani people who are leaders in the Makua region, Mako-
nde people as leaders in the regions of different tribes, 
Xanganas who are simple soldiers among the people of the 
North - in short, I met Mozambicans in Mozambique. 
On the question of militarism, I do not think there is 
danger that FRELIMO will drift into this illness which 
befell severa! liberation movements around the world -
for the simple reason that the people, who are an organized 
militia, will not permit it. Futhermore, I think that the 
politicai direction taken is about to establish an ideology 
which will not allow for militarism to exist. On that point 
I am more than confident. 
Does FRELIMO kill people in the interior? I do not know; 
however, one thing is certain: I had learnt about the death 
of an ex-leader of FRELIMO. He had been "liquidated" 
in connection with the events of last year. I met him quite 
alive at the training camp in Beira. I am speaking of Mr. 
Morrupa whom I have known for two years. This should 
be proof that FRELIMO çloes not follw a policy of "liqui-
dating" those of its members who commit a fault, but reiies 
on a principie that is as humane as it is revolutionary in 
helping its erring members to take up the fight again after 
having clarified their positions and accepted the directions 
and wishes of the majority. 

Q: The tone of the articles that have appeared in many 
Western newspapers lately tend to create the impression 
tha FRELIMO is in a crisis, that the struggle has stopped 
or at least that its rhythm has slowed down, and that there 
are serious divisions that threaten to destroy the organisa-
tion. What are your comments about this? 

A: It is not the first time that the bourgeois press of 
Europe and her colonies has tried to discredit a liberation 
movement-this should actually be an encouragement. I 
should be concerned about FRELIMO if that press started 
to congratulate FRELIMO on its successes. For if your 
enemy applauds you, then you must have made an error 
somewhere. According to what I have seen-and I repeat: 
I have not seen everything - , FRELIMO is not in a crisis 
and its struggle is not stagnating. Nor have I seen among 
those who fight and among the population of the liberated 
zones the least sign of fatigue o r di v ision. 

Q: Your visit occurred at a time when the Portuguese 
announced to the whole world that they had launched a 
great offensive against the FRELIMO forces and that they 
had regained control over the FRELIMO zones. According 
to what you saw, what in fact did that offensive mean and 
what change did take place in the balance of forces? 

A: I had the unpleasant surprise as I listened tothenews 
on the radio one day to learn that the base of Limpopo, 
together with two others, namely Kissanga and Beira, have 

been destroyed-unpleasant because at that moment r hap-
pened to be at Limpopo, but did not participate in any 
battle or see any bombs explode, and neither did I see far or 
near a Portuguese soldier. To be sure, it was about two 
or three days earlier that I heard aeroplanes passing and 
bombs explodmg, but far away, and therefore I was not in 
a position to record an eye-witness account on the "Destruc-
tion of Kissanga ", where the night before l had shared in 
a meal w~th the civilian population; neither in Limpopo 
where I took my first hot bath since entering Mozambican 
territory; no r finally on Beira which I visited two days la ter. 
They are engaging in wishful thinking, the Portuguese. 

On July 5th, when I prepared myselfto leave the liberated 
territories, a group of FRELI MO fighters attacked Portu-
guese soldiers who had stayed put at the spot where they 
had been parachuted some time before - "in honour of 
Algeria's independence", remarked a former member of 
the colonialist army who had joined his Mozambican bro-
thers. A little while !ater I passed this "famous" road 
which the Portuguese claim to have under control. The 
time was 2 p.m. and there was not the slightest no i se, neither 
a tank to be seen or any other vehicle - nor a Portuguese 
soldier. 
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THE 

ROME 

CONFERENCE 

From June 27th to 29th more than 350 delegates re-
presenting 177 organizations from 64 countries met in 
Rome with the purpose of studying ways and means to 
isolate even more Portuguese colonialism, and how to 
intensify the support to the struggle of the peoples of the 
Portuguese colonies. 

The ambassador of Portugal in Rome as well as the 
ambassadors of other imperialist countries tried to per-
suade the Italian Government to prohibit the realization 
of the Conference. But the great popular wave of sympathy 
for our peoples prevailing in Italy led to the extending of 
permission by the Italian Government to allow the con-
ference to take place. 

The simple fact that the Conference took place in Rome, 
capital of a member country of NATO, of a country who 
furnished to the Portuguese colonialists jet-fighters, was 
a big diplomatic defeat for Portugal, and a great politicai 
defeat for.imperialism and NATO which saw their crimes 
publicly denounced. But even more important, and a 
clear indication of the great success of the Conference, 
was the importance and quality of the participants and 
the contents of the decisions taken. Besides the delegations 
of FRELIMO, MPLA and PAIGC and of the Council 
of Direction of CONCP, the Conference had the participa-
tion of the OAU, which was represented by a delegation 

11 

of the General Secretariat and another of the Liberation 
Committee. 

Participating in the Conference were also the OSPAA 
(Organization of Solidarity with the Peoples of Africa and 
Asia) and the World Council of Peace-which were part 
of the Organising Committee of the Conference-as weH 
as a delegation of the United Nations and of the Tricon-
tinental Organization. 

Ali our comrades in the struggle were present: ANC 
from South Africa, ZAPU from Zimbabwe, SW APO 
from Namibia, FNL from South Vietnam, Neo Lao 
Haksat from Laos, the National United Front of Cambodia, 
the Organization for the Liberation of Palestine, the Anti-
lmperialist Fighters ofBrazil and of other countries in Latin 
America, from the USA, and the Anti-Fascist Militants 
from Spain and from Greece. On our side there were 
also representatives of the FPLN (Frente Patriotica de 
Libertacao Nacional), of the Communist Party and other 
democrats who in Portugal fight against the colonial war 
and fascism. 

The African countries sent many delegations representing 
their parties and governments. Many of them were led 
by ministers or high officials of politicai organizations. 

Many heads of State and high-ranking personalities from 
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Africa sent warm messages of support. Among them 
were: Presidents Nasser of the UAR, Khedaffi of Libya, 
Ould Daddah of Mauritania, Francisco Macias of Equa-
torial Guinea, Marion Ngouabi of the People's Republic 
of Congo (Brazzaville), Micombero of Burundi; Vice-
President Awadallah of Sudan, Kaid Ahmed of Algeria, 
Dr. Mohamed Fayek, Minister of State for Externa! Atfairs 
of the UAR, Daouda Badarou, Minister of Externa! 
Affairs of Dahomey. 

Non-African heads of State and heads of Government 
also expressed their warm greetings to the Conference: 
Prince Sihanouk, Head ofState ofCambodia; the Presidents 
of Syria and lraq; Prime Minister Pham Van Dong of 
the Democratic Republic of Vietnam; Madame Bandara-
naike, Prime Minister of Ceylon; President Nguyen Hu 
Thu of the FNL of South Vietnam. The socialist countries 
of Europe, Korea and Cuba also sent delegations to 
testify once more their solidarity with our struggle. 

From ali of Western Europe many delegations carne, 
led by personalities representing politicai parties, trade 
unions, religious organizations, youth movements, women's 
organizations, students' organizations and cultural groups. 
Also present were severa! other international organiza-
tions: the World Council of Churches, the lnternational 
Association of Democratic Jurists, the World Trade Union 
Federation, the Jnternational Federation of Democratic 
Women, the Federation of African Women, the World 
Federation of Democratic Youth, the Pan-African Youth 
Movement, the lnternational Union of Students, and others. 
At the Conference were represented different social, 
politicai and religious tendencies, expressing one and 
the sarne wish of freedom. 

Through its wide participation, the Rome Conference 
showed that the struggle against Portuguese colonialism 
is a cause which mobilizes ali honest men, ali men opposed 
to slavery. 

The Conference proved further that the progress of our 
struggle has become known and is recognized in the whole 
world. The peoples of Angola, Guinea and Cape Verde 
and Mozambique are not atone, the whole humanity is 
on their side. This was borne out in each of the speeches, 
each message, each word that was spoken during this 
Conference. And this was also shown in a moving way 
by the World Council of Peace in decorating FRELIMO, 
MPLA and PAIGC with the golden medal George Lamb-
rakis, as well as by the National Association of the ltalian 
Partisans who presented their flag to each of our organiza-
tions. 

The reports of the three commissions of the Conference 
(Politicai, Juridical, and Commission on Material Aid) 
as well as the general declaration, which express the un-
ani~ous. opinion of all participants, stress the following 
roam pomts: 

- that Portuguese colonialism is a barbaric and retro-
gressive force imposed on us through brutality and 
aggression; 

- that. NATO, the United States of America, Federal 
Germany, Great Britain and France through their 
economic, politicai and military support to Portugal, 
enable this backward, underdeveloped country to launch 
aggressive wars against three peoples; 

- that the colonial and racist alliance of Lisbon, Pretoria 
and Salisbury is aimed at serving imperialism and at 
oppressing and assailing our peoples; 
that the activities of the imperialist financial groups 
exploit the riches and the peoples of Angola, Mozambi-
que and Guinea, and in order to maintain their hated 
domination, support the colonialists and prepare new 
criminal plans to prevent the defeat of Portugal; 

The Conference through the reports further confirmed-
- total support to FRELI MO, MPLA and PAIGC, which 
are the representatives and the leading organizations 
of the peoples of Mozambique, Angola, Guinea and 
Cape Verde; 

- the recognition of the state powers and sovereignty 
effectively exercised by FREUMO, MPLA and PAIGC 
in vast regions of our countries; 
the need to i ntensify information on ou r struggle, 
in order to better mobilize the European democratic 
masses for the struggle against Portuguese colonialism; 
the duty of ali peoples, of ali governments, and of ali 
democratic and progressive organizations in the world 
to organise and develop ma'terial support to the armed 
Jiberation struggle and to the activities of national 
reconstruction in Mozambique, Angola and Guinea. 

The Rome Conference constituted therefore an important 
manifestation of international solidarity with the peoples 
of Mozambique, Angola and Guinea and with their respec-
tive organizations-FRELIMO, MPLA and PAIGC 
Jt l?roves that the peoples in the world have reached a 
high levei of consciousness of their common interests in 
the struggle against colonialism and imperialism. lt 
shows that the objective interests which link the peoples 
fighting for independence, the Western peoples opposing 
capitalist oppression and the peoples of the socialist 
countries, are already understood by everybody. 

Therefore, the solidarily expressed at and through the 
Rome Conference is a clear and concrete answer of our 
time to the policy of domination and exploitation which 
the alliance Portugai/South AfricajRhodesia is under-
taking with the massive support of the Western powers, 
in particular the NATO countries and Japan. 

This also means that the internationalization of colonial 
aggression must be opposed with internationalized anti-
colonial and anti-imperialist action. The common action 
of the nationalist movements of the Portuguese colonies 
and of the anti-colonialist and anti-imperialist world 
forces is therefore the one force which will be able to bring 
the support that Portugal, South Africa and Rhodesia 
continue to receive from the Western powers to a halt. 
Jt is this force in particular which will be able to prevent 
those powers from engaging in the way of direct military 
intervention against the peoples of the Portuguese colonies 
in order to prevent the politicai and military defeat of 
Portugal. 

Thus, the Rome Conference opened new and vast 
perspectives for the victorious development of the revolu-
tionary armed struggle for nationalliberation of the peoples 
of Mozambique, Angola, Guinea and Cape Verde, and 
constituted an important contribution for the consolidation 
of the solidarity and friendship among the peoples of the 
whole world who are engaged in the struggle against 
oppression, for the general progress of humanity. 
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DECLARATION OF THE ROME 

CONFERENCE 

One of the essential characteristics of the history of 
our times is the vigorous development of nationalliberation 
struggles which has been transformed for many countries 
into independence andthe regaining of dignity for h undred 
of millions of men and women in Africa and elsewhere. 

Portuguese colonialism, which refuses decolonisation and 
conducts genocida! wars against the people of Angola, 
Guinea and Mozambique, is manifestly a crime against 
humanity. To dominate and exploit the peoples and riches 
of Angola, Guinea and the Cape Verde, Mozambique and 
Sao Tome, it has resorted more than anything else to 
repressive actions. 

It has instituted forced labour, the export of workers 
who are not given any choice, a system of obligatory 
cultivation of certain crops solely for its own profit and that 
of the companies. 

Every time the peoples attempted to express, even. by 
peaceful means, their rejection of the brutal exploitation 
which was enslaving them, the Portuguese colonialists 
in cold blood resorted to massacres. 

That is why in fully assuming their national and historie 
responsibilities FRELIMO, MPLA, and PAIGC led their 
peoples along the only road which could bring them 
freedom and independence: armed national liberation 
struggle. Jn developing the popular fight towards victory, 
in identifying themselves with the interests of their peoples, 
FRELJMO, MPLA and PAIGC are confirmed ·as the true 
representatives of Mozambique, Angola and  Guinea and 
Cape Verde. Their activities can be seen in the destruction 
of the structures of domination. new and traditional, 
and in the establishment of a new and popular social order. 

T n order to oppose this situation the colonialists of 
Lisbon are facilitating penetration of powerful economic 
interests of imperialist powers to ensure that these interests 
should consider their fate as linked to that of Portuguese 
domination. They become defenders of the cause of 
Portugal's colonialism éxpressing themselves through the 
policies of their governments, and thus create conditions 
for an increasing internationalisation of the confrontation. 

The direct and massive aid from NA TO-not to speak 
of the military and economic support Lisbon receives 
from the governments of the United States, West Germany, 
Britain and France-is a decisive factor in Portugal's· 
ability to continue her colonial wars. The governments of 
member states of NA TO must dissociate themselves from 
this crime, isolating Portugal at both politicai and military 
leveis and firmly condemnir.g this colonial war. lt must 
also be underlined that Portugal's grand design is streng-
thened by the racist and colonial alliance between Portugal, 
South Africa and Rhodesia. 

I n spite of the assistance and the collaboration which 
she enjoys. Portugal cannot control the situation so that 
her allies have been led to consider direct military inter-
vention which has already materialised in Angola and 
Mozambique. The struggle ofthe peoples ofthe Portuguese 
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colonies becomes in this context a vital contribution to the 
cause of freedom in Africa, and to the cause that applies to 
ali humanity-national independence and human dignity. 

At the sarne time, the activities of democratic and pro-
gressive forces towards these objectives, and in particular 
the development of the anti-colonialist movement in 
Portugal and the other liberation struggles in Africa and 
throughout the world, are an important and necessary 
factor for the cause of the peoples of the Portuguese 
colonies. On this we must state that the successes already 
won by the peoples of Angola, Guinea, the Cape Verde 
Islands and Mozambique, wbile being tbe result of tbe 
efforts and sacrifices of these peoples in their struggle, are 
also owed to the active solidarity of tbe independent 
countries of Africa, the Socialist countries, of the non-
aligned countries and of democratic and progressive forces 
throughout the world. 
For the first time delegates from 64 countries, representirfg 
177 national and international organisations, have met 
in Europe to study and decide upon ways of developing 
politicai, moral and material solidarity with the struggling 
peoples of the Portuguese colonies. 

This solidarity must be translated into urgent and 
immediate actions, the nature of which will be decided 
by the evolution of the situation in each country and 
taking into consideration their specific conditi'ons. They 
must first be concerned with forcing Portugal to grant 
immediate and total independence to these peoples, who 
already have sovereignty over large areas of territory 
administered in Angola by the MPLA, in Guinea by the 
PAIGC and in Mozambique by FRELIMO. 

To achieve this, we must increase the isolation of the 
Portuguese colonialists by exposing the massive support 
they receive from the NA TO Alliance in general, and in 
particular from the United States, West Germany, Britain 
and France. This must also be undertaken with regard to 
ali the national and international economical and financial 
institutions that provide Portugal with the necessary means 
for continuing her aggression. 

We must also, especially through mass popular action, 
prevent the countries linked with colonialist Portugal 
from committing themselves to a new phase of armed 
intervention to replace the failure of their politicai and 
military strategies. 

Finally, our activities must concretely support the efforts 
towards  liberation and national reconstruction made by 
FRELIMO, MPLA and PAIGC, whom the Conference 
considers as holding effective power in their countries, 
on the basis of the law of their peoples. This new legal 
situation must be recognised internationally. 
ln this tenth anniversary year of the United Nations 
Declaration on the right to independence of the colonial 
peoples, and on the threshold of the tenth anniversary of 
the Jaunching of the armed national liberation struggle 
of the peoples of the Portuguese colonies, the Rome 
Conference reaffirms its solidarity with the peoples of 
Angola, Guinea and the Cape Verde Islands and Mozam-
bique, and Sao Tome and Príncipe, and calls on ali coun-
tries, governments, national and international organisations, 
and to ali men of good will, to accomplish these inspiring 
tasks. 



192

14 

WAR REVIEW 
The Portuguese appear to have some diffi~ulty in deci.ding 
on a consistent approach to the1r problems 1n Mozamb1que. 
Only a little  over 18 months ago t.he Governar General 
told the Legislative Asse~bly th~t 1n Cabo Del~ado and 
Niassa districts guerrilla ~nfiltrat10n h~d been. progres-
sively eliminated". Later at the opem~g s~ss1o~ of the 
Governing Council he said that the s1t~at10n 1n Cab~ 
Delgado and Tete was "gradually return1ng to normal. 
Yet only a year !ater they felt compelled to launch the 
Jargest offensive they have ever undertaken smce the start 
of the war six years ago. It seem.s that .t~ey . try to .com-
pensate for what they cannot ach1eve m1htanly by. mte.r-
minable propaganda about the end of the war bemg m 
a sight. 

Jn fact, however, our military reports indicat.e .e.xact.Iy 
the opposite. A comparison between our activ1t1es m 
the twelve month period July 1968-June 1969 and the 
following year July 1969-June 1970 is surely overwhelming 
proof that our forces are progressing from strength to 
strength. 

Apart from this increase in the scale of our operations, 
there have been no spectacular changes in our strategy 
or programmes. The last military review a year ago traced 
the gradual evolution of the struggle through the early 
days of isolated mines and sabotage, then more and more 
ambushes and regular attacks against fortified posts 
culminating in highly organized offensives using ali these 
tactics to their best advantage. This we continue to do. 

Our fighters are concentrating on intensifying their activities 
in the areas where they are currently operating and firmly 
consolidating their position. The enemy continues to 
hold out in isolated encampments with their land com-
munications severed. Our people characterise our military 
situation and define our strategy by referring to the African 
saying: ''To kill a snake in a hole, don't put your hand 
inside it; pour in hot water and the snake will come out-
then kill it" . The Portuguese are isolated in their posts, 
their "holes". We create conditions that force them out-
but cutting their communications and hence their supplies, 
and by constant harassment. Qnce they are out, more 
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vulnerable, then we attack. This is well illustrated by the 
history of the Miteda-Sagal road in Cabo-Delgado. 

To go back just twelve months, m May 1969 four lorries 
heading for Mueda hit our mines and were blown up, 
putting 16 enemy soldiers out of action. The following 
January we blew up more convoys, on the 7th and 22nd, 
and in February the post of Miteda itself was bombarded. 
ln May the enemy made a concerted effort to reopen the 
road, but our mines again destroyed two veh.icles, one 
on the 2nd and another on the 18th, killing seven soldiers. 
Three days !ater they tried again-this time with a tractor 
in front-but again it was destroyed together with a lorry 
and they were forced to return to Mueda yet again. On 
June 1st they sent out yet another convoy, this time pre-
ceded by a group on foot to detect our mines. But when 
they found one and started to defuse it, it exploded killing 
three of them. The remainder of the squad refused to 
continue and everyone returned to Mueda. Three days 
!ater our fighters ambushed a group of Portuguese soldiers 
near Miteda, killing six, and two days after that a further 
convoy that tried to get through was ambushed. Two 
vehicles were damaged,  a number of soldiers killed, and 
the others forced to retreat. It is a similar story on other 
main roads-Muidumbe-Nangololo eleven times, Mueda-
Sagal fourteen times, both in a llttle over twelve months; 
Diaca-Sagal fifteen times in six months. 

One of the best illustrations of the growth of our various 
offensives is that being followed in Tete province, with 
the aim of preventing the construction of the Cahora 
Bassa dam. The front was not reopened until March 1968, 
but within five months two bombers and a helicopter 
had been shot down. During the ten months of that year 
reports were received of 23 operations, including attacks 
against two bases. ln the following year, reports were 
received of 54 sabotage operations including six attacks 
against posts and camps. ln the six months until June 1970 
there were 94 sabotage actions, ambushes and assaults-
the latter against the camps of Camukhumula, Kawaza, 
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Chitsera, and the posts ofPhewa, Chitiri, Mpata, Kanhende, 
Chirembe, Kanssombo, lntawa, Manjanja, Anithusa, and 
Oliveira. Two reconnaissance planes were shot down. 

The isolation, both in terms of the physical aspects of 
the war terrain and of the freedom of movement, coupled 
with the insecurity of never knowing when or from where 
the next attack will take place, has very adverse effects 
on the morale of the Portuguese troops, particularly the 
conscripted men who form the vast majority. Our forces 
have always been aware of this fact, both from their 
conversations with prisoners and deserters and from their 
observation of the enemy in action. Although vehemently 
denied by the Portuguese, this has been confirmed yet again 
by our recent capture of many personal letters written 
by Portuguese soldiers, some of which are shown here 
with translations. They hardly convey the impression of 
loyal patriots convinced they are defending their mother 
country. 

These letters are just one of the many varied kinds of 
items that our forces are now capturing. At one time, 
it was only assaults against posts that produced ammunition, 
weapons, etc., but with the growing skill and experience 
of our fighters, ambushes and even rnining operations 
are proving useful sources of equipment. Naturally these 
are not in such large amounts as when the store of a post is 
raided; they are important nevertheless, for each captured 
rifle means that one more militant can take up the offensive. 
As one of our fighters says: 

If you are ready in combat 
the best thing to do 
is to camouflage yourself and be patient 
better to kill one enemy 
and capture his weapons 
than to kill thirty quickly . 
and leave their weapons behind. 

(Recomendacao ao Guerrilheiro 
by Assikulava). 
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This marked escalation in our activities over the last 
12 to 18 months, despite many problems, could not have 
been achteved without the full participation of the civilian 
population. Over the past months the levei of politicai 
consciousness of the people has grown remarkably, as 
a result of the intensive mobilisation and education by 
our politicai commissars. Previously, the major par-
ticipation of the populations in the struggle was limited 
to the defence of their zones, the transportation of material, 
the supply of food to the military bases and the provision 
of information on the movements of the enemy. Today 
the people also participate actively in the offensive activities, 
with militias fighting side by side with guerrillas. Ali the 
problems of the development of the struggle are discussed 
together by both groups and at the sarne time the guerrillas 
participate actively in the tasks of national reconstruction. 
The distinction between civilian and military becomes less 
and less descernible-participation in the struggle becomes 
global, and the enemy more isolated. 

And the enemy is well aware of this. lt was already 
mentioned in our last report how the Portuguese were 
now acknowledging that "control of the people" was 
the crucial factor in the battle, and had begun various 
measures of "psychological warfare" to win over the local 
population by inculcating in them an appreciation of 
Portuguese values and way of life. The Portuguese are 
now seeking to increasingly involve the African populations 
in both defence and development-by attempting to estab-
lish garrisons of locally recruited troops and by speeding 
up various development programmes, of which thetr various 
settlement schemes are an integral part. 

Following the American and British examples of using 
"strategic villages" to better control the activities of the 
local population, Portugal has been spending vast sums 
of money (reportedly $2.5 million in 1968) on the establish-
ment of these "strategic villages" (aldeamentos). These 
are of three kinds. The first are regarded as the "front line 
of defence" and are surrounded by barbed wire and other 
means of protection. The second type, considered to be of 
strategic and economic value, is located further away in 
carefully selected areas, but not intended for permanent 
settlement (an open acknowledgement that this is a des-
perate stop-gap measure as they could never ex.ist per-
manently in this area any way). The third type, outside 
the contested areas, are built as permanent settlements 
to halt our advance. During October 1969 the "Noticias" 
of Lo~renco Marques published a series of articles on the 
new aldeamentos. It described one, Marere in Cabo 
Delgado, as being under 24-hour vigil from ali sides, with 
sentinels posted openly or in trenches and defended by 
the army, the militia, the Public Security Police (PSP) 
and the Fiscal Guard. It is a significant indication of life 
in these settlements that more and more people are fleeing 
from them into the liberated zones. 

The reason for this seems to be that the Portuguese are 
caught in an insoluble dilemma. They have observed from 
the experiences of FREUMO that with the support of 
the people anything can be achieved, even against over-
whelming odds. They therefore try to seduce the populations 
with their "development programmes", not realizing that 
this will achieve nothing as they will not give the one thing 
the people really want-their freedom. Moreover. any 

positive effects that these measures might have are far 
outweighed by the necessity to resort to more and more 
repressive actions in order to stay in control. 

A ~ecent UN report based on studies by an Ad Hoc 
Workmg Group of experts established by the United 
Nations Commission on Human Rights* states that: 

"Evidence as a whole revealed that with the intensi-
fication of guerrilla activities, the Portuguese military 
and police are indiscriminate in their methods of capture 
and more often than not of innocent men women and 
children who ~re herded int<? .co~centratio~ camps there 
to suffer beatmgs and humtltattons. A witness Iikened 
the treatment of African prisoners to 'tortures reminis-
cent of Nazi heydays.' 

"Po:tuguese reprisals, in the form of taking hostages, 
followmg a scorched earth policy, massive and con-
tinuous aerial bombardments and indiscriminate killing, ~ 

are a .normal feature of the war in the three Portuguese 
colomes of Angola, Mozambique and Guinea (Bissau)." 

"The general pattern of evidence reveals severe 
conditions of torture by the use of such instruments as 
'palmatoria'- a fiai! or paddle which infticts severe pain 
o.n hands and feet-electric shock appliances and out-
nght beatings. lnfticting torture is one of the most 
comm~n feat~res in the Portuguese territories applied 
by poltce, pnson and military authorities." 
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There has been a marked increase in the acttvtttes of 
the dreaded PSP and PI DE (now renamed Directora te 
General of Security) in Mozambique. Tn December 1968 
the Director-General of PI DE visited the territory and 
in the sarne month the number of PIDE personnel was 
increased by almost 40% from 475 to 662. A more recent 
indication of this trend is the 1969 military budget whtch 
increased the PIDE allocation by 20% and that of public 
security by 24%. There was also a 24% increase for prisons: 
the prison population in Mozambique exceeds 250,000. 
Official Portuguese figures for 1968 show that a total of 
13,549 Africans were arrested by the PSP dunng the year, 
5 715 of them for "crimes against public peace and order." 
Iil2 were handed o ver to PI DE. According to a report in 
"Le Monde" in November 1969, some 3,000 Africans 
are being detained without court action in the prisons 
of Machava and Mabalane for having refused to denounce 
members of FRELIMO. 

The U N report, mentioned previously, describes how 
a man can be kept in prison indefinitely on .the. ~retext 
that he is a danger to society, and that thejudtctary IS 
completely subordinare to the politicai pohce wtth tts 
decisions being a foregone conclusion. "The PIDE, the 
secret police, which controls the destinies of. ali ~fncans, 
exploit their prerogative to detam anyone t.n pnson for 
six months without charge or trial, by releasmg htm after 
that period and rearresting him as soon .as he st~ps outstde 
the prison gates. There is no record of a J ud~e gomg agamst 
the decisions of PIDE. Soldters are vested wtth the authonty 
to deal summarily with prisoners, by shooting them. on 
the spot. Summary arrests are often made as repnsals 
following guerrilla activities in the area." lt goes on to 
describe prison conditions where 400 Afncans are crowded 
into dormitories built to accommodate 150; 10-15 pnsoners 
placed in 8ft. x lO ft. cells with no beds or sanitary facili~ies, 
no medical care, and food unfit for human consumptton. 

By far the most important means of control and repres-
sion in the colonies is the armed forces themselves, who 
now number more than 60,000 in Mozambique. Over 
the past 18 months there has been conside~able reorgant.za-
tion of the military to cope with the detenoratmg posttton 
overseas. The Portuguese Ministries of the Army and 
Defence were merged in order to effect closer mtegrat10n 
of military and logistic operations. Parallel measures .m 
the colonies were intended to deal more effictently wtth 
"subversion" by bringing about a closer collaboration 
between military commanders and ad.minist.r~tive aut~o

rities. Changes in regulations governmg mtlttary servtce 
have become a regular feature of the Portug~ese scene. as 
the manpower demands of the wars contlllue to nse. 
Latest amendments in September 1969 and February 1970 
concerned compulsory extensions of service for peop1e 
not serving overseas, the recall of certain officers in. ~he 
reserve and certain classes of demobilized troops, provtsiOn 
for the recai! of officers of certain classes, and the annual 
training of reserves. ln Portugal's budget for 1970, 17,846.6 
million escudos of the total expenditure will be for ordinary 
government ex penses and 10,947.7 mil!ion escudo~ for 
extraordinary expenses, the Jatter mcludlllg 6,350 mtih?n 
escudos for nationa1 defence and security (compared wtth 
4 372.3 million for the development plan). ln addition, 
Mozambique's own budget esti~ates include 9,~3.2. 1 
million escudos for military expendtture and 364.9 mtlhon 
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escudos for the navy, PSP, PiDE, Voluntary Corps and 
public security. 

Ali these measures hardly conform with official statements 
about guerrillas being "progressively eliminated", but then 
neither does the 1atest huge offensive mounted by the 
Portuguese in Mozambique. 

Operation Gordion Knot 
Beginning in May 1970, the Portuguese began a huge 

o.ffensive against FRELIMO forces, designed to "put ari 
end to the war once and for ali." Events in the previous 
few months had led it to be expected. ln January the 
arrival of two ships in the sarne month with a total of 
3,000 new troops was an early sign that a major effort was 
about to take place. ln addition, the civili~n Governar-
General was replaced by a military man, major-engineer 
Arantes e Oliveira, and the Commander-in-Chief of the 
Armed Forces was replaced by Portugal's "top expert" 
in guerrilla warfare, General Kaulza de Arriaga. He was 
previously one of the advisers of the Portuguese Military 
General Staff and was one of the founders of the colonial 
regime. Soon after his appointment, the General paid 
a visit to the USA where he had 1engthy talks with General 
Westmoreland on the American tactics used in South 
Vietnam. He then arrived in Mozambique to put into 
practice his new-found knowledge, announcing that "in 
a few weeks FRELIMO forces will have been liquidated." 

According to the communique issued by the Portuguese 
High Command, they deployed i n/. this offensive 35,000 
troops supplied with 15-,000 tons ?f military equipment. 
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Letters of Portuguese soldiers captur-
ed in an ambush on the 19th of July, 
1970, on the road between NHICA and 
PALMA, in Cabo Delgado. 

' 

Dear Friend Lucidio, 
After 15 days I was sent to Mueda. I went by plane 

to treat my teeth. ••• I was there for three weeks, I could 
not stand it longe r, because the hospital of Mueda is worst 
than a cemetery. You cannot imagine how that is! I 
met there Adao, do you remember him from •••• 

.... Mines here grow like bush. You cannot imagine how 
unlucky I am.... I only hope you will be luckier than L 

.... My father, what we must do is not be constantly 
counting the days, and when we count not to do it by days 
nor by months, but by years: then we shall have to count 
only twice. I am here already 3 months, more precisely 
87 days, therefore there are only 644 more days togo, 
the rest will also pass quickly, and if you want to know 
how many hours I can tell you also, there are 15,456 
hours, after that is justa small ... 

dear sister, I am going to tell you something, the 
paratroopers made an attack against the Beira base, it is 
not too far from here. ln that attack 32 of our soldiers 
were killed. .... 
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ln addition to the regular troops they used a special corps 
rather like the marines, called "special hunters" (cacadores 
especiais) and also commandos. Much new war material 
was brought in-such as jets (which were being used in 
Tete and Niassa but which appeared for the first time in 
Cabo Delgado on 20th May 1970), and increased number of 
bombers and helicopters, armoured cars and anti-mine 
cars. For the two weeks following May 20th, the Por-
tuguese carried out daily bombing raids with squadrons 
of 16-20 planes, including jets, bombers, reconnaissance 
planes, propaganda planes (equipped with loud speakers) 
and helicopters. They then attempted to attack three of 
our bases with air-lifted and artillery forces, but ali they 
succeeded in doing was to burn a few huts-the bases had 
already been moved elsewhere some time previously: 
the nature of our war determines that we do not have fixed 
bases. Yet despite this they issued almost daily communi-
ques about the destruction of "dozens" of FREUMO 
bases, the capture of "many tons" of equipment, death 
of "hundreds of terrorists". ln fact they did no.t cause us 
any serious tosses, either in men or material nor did the 
otfensive in any way affect our control over the area. 

For their part, however, the Portuguese have admitted 
to losing 211 men in the period May, June and July which, 
based on our past experience with their communiques, 
is probably only about 10% of their real losses. (For 
example. soldiers killed as a result of our mining sabotage 
operations are never counted as military casualties. Their 
death is attributed to a 'car accident'). 

Our combatants shot down one jet fighter (Fiat G-91), 
two helicopters and two reconnaissance planes. We sabo-
taged one train and destroyed dozens of military vehicles. 
Almost ali of the Portuguese contingents have been re-
pelled, and our position in the liberated areas remains 
unchanged, our advance to new zones proceeds. 

The reasons for these new drastic measures on the part 
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of the Portuguese are not hard to unearth. International 
support for our Jiberation struggle is growing fast, fostered 
by our military achievements and our advance on ali fronts. 
ln June the first International Solidarity Conference in 
Europe took place in Rome. Possible foreign invcstors 
in Mozambique are beginning to have second thoughts as 
to the "stability" of the country, various pressures are 
being brought to bear on firms contemplating an involve-
ment in the Portuguese colonies-particularly the Cahora 
Bassa project. (Oliveira's previous position was Director 
of Planning, which means he was one of the forces behind 
this whole project). The outside world sees journalists 
travelling freely through the liberated areas. The time had 
therefore come for a show of force on the part of the 
Portuguese Government, to demonstrate that it was still 
in full control. Unfortunately for them, however, something 
went terribly wrong with this "show of Force" .... 

This offensive was extremely important to FRELIMO, 
but not in the way the Portuguese anticipated. lt was 
important because it constituted  the first real test for us, 
and we were able to face up to that test. lt revealed the 
levei of development of ou r struggle, how solid ou r organiza-
tion is, how high is the fighting spirit of our fighters and 
our people. The fact that we were able to confront vic-
toriously, in one operation, 35,000 Portuguese soldiers 
(more than half the Portuguese army in Mozambique) 
equipped with the most modem weapons and with the 
constant support of a strong air force, demonstrates 
that ou r struggle has reached a stage where it can no longer 
be defeated, that our people are absolut~ly determined to 
defend at all costs our revolutionary achievements and 
march on to new fronts. What was wrong with the Por-
tuguese "show of force" was that it completely ignored 
the determination of our people, our determination to be 
free. 

Our struggle will continue until victory is achieved. 
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REPORT OF AN AMBUSH 

On the 21st of May, 1970, our base received information 
from the people of the region of Mueda that an enemy 
convoy would leave the post of Mueda on the 24th of May 
towards Mocimboa da Praia to fetch foodstuffs. The 
chief of the base organised a group of comrades for an 
ambush on that road, Mueda-Mocimboa da Praia. The 
orders w~re strict: the road should be controlled day and 
mght unt1l the enemy appeared.  I was in the group chosen 
for.the operation. We left on the 22nd of May. When we 
arnved near ~he road, the chief of our group sent a recon-
nalssance umt ahead to explore the terrain in arder to find 
out the most appropriate place for the ambush. When the 
place was chosen in the zone between Mueda and Namau 
we prepared ourselves. for the ambush. Our sabotage 
group went to place mmes further down the road in the 
direction to where the convoy intended to travei, and retur-
ned. The enem.y did not appear on the day we had been told, 
only th.efollowmgday he carne. Earlyin the morningwe heard 
the n01se of the lorries coming from Mueda. Immediately 
w.e made the last preparations, each of us camoufl.aging 
h1mself and preparing his weapons for the action. Soon 
the enemy convoy appeared. ln front walked a platoon of 
Portuguese soldiers with mine detectors, giving signals after 
about every 30 metres to the convoy behind to proceed. 

Concentrating on detecting mines they did not discover our 
ambush, although we were just a few metres from them. 
When the mine detectingunitwasinfrontofour weapons we 
opened fire. They were completely wiped out. Before the 
troops in the lorries could react, we entered the bush and 
disappeared. The Portuguese collected their dead soldiers 
and put them in the lorries and continued their trip. About 
one hour )ater they hit our mines which had earlier been 
placed by our sabotage unit on the sarne road. The front 
lorry was blown up; there were no survivors. Faced with 
the increasing number of dead and reduced car space, the 
Portuguese commander ordered that the dead be buried 
along the roadside, which was dane. The enemy commander 
thought that after the mine there would be no more danger 
and ordered th~ convoy to advance. But he was mistaken, 
because our group after the first ambush, had advanced 
along the road and organized another ambush beyond 
the village of Namau. At about 5 p.m. the enemy convoy 
was again in front of our weapons. We destroyed two 
more lorries and killed many soldiers with our bazookas 
machine guns and rifles. We then retreated from the scen~ 
of action and returned to ou r base, without having suffered 
any casualties, singing of our victory, the heroism of our 
people and deep determination to free our country from 
Portuguese colonialism. 

f 

1 



199

21 

O.A.U. -
The 7th Summit Conference 

The 7th Organisation of African Unity Summit Conference 
held in Addis Ababa early in September was of particular 
importance because of its strong anti colonialist and anti-
imperialist stand. The two maio topics on the Agenda were 
the struggle against the white minority regimes of Southern 
Africa and the question of arm sales to South Africa. Impor-
tant decisions were taken concerning each issue; namely to 
increase support to the Liberation Movements and make 
representations to the countries supporting Portugal, 
South Africa and Rhodesia asking them to stop tbat support. 

Addressing the Summit Conference on bebalf of the African 
Liberation Movements, Comrade Marcelino dos Santos, 
Vice-President of FRELIMO, explained the development of 
the liberation struggle in the still dominated African countries, 
denounced the imperialist support to Portugal, Soutb Africa 
and Rhodesia, and presented some concrete proposals con-
cerning co-operation between the independent African coun-
tries and the Liberation Movements. 

The following is the full text of the speecb Comrade 
Marcelino dos Santos delivered to the African Heads of 
States and Governments. 

M r. President 
Your 1 mperial M ajesty, 
Your Excellencies, the Heads of States and of Governments, 
Excellencies, 
Honourable Delegates, 
Dear Comrades in Arms, 

ln the name of African peoples engaged in the battle 
against colonialism, imperialism anq racism, for national 
independence, justice and Jiberty, we address our warm and 
fraternal greetings to the Honourable Delegates, the highest 
Representatives ofthe OAU Member States. 

We particularly wish to address His Majesty the Emperor, 
to the Ethopian Government and people, the sentiments of 
friendship and brotherhood of the Freedom Fighters. 

We wish also to salute President Kaunda. The support 
Zambia accords the National Liberation Movements, the 
initiatives President Kaunda has undertaken on the inter-
nationa l plane in our favour, express a militant spirit which 
honours us and is a n example for ali of us. 

We therefore salute the election of President Kaunda as 
Chairman of this Assembly, and say to him: Mister Presi-
dent, when you assume the Chairmanship of the 7th Asse-
mbly of Heads of State and of Goverment of the OAU, we, 
the national liberation movements, have the feeling that 
we ourselves are at the Chairmanship. 

Mr. President, 
Your Jmperial Majesty, 
Your Excellencies, the Heads of State and of Government, 
Honourable Delegates, 
Dear Comrades in Arms, 

It is for us an honour and pleasure to be able to address 
this assembly of the highest African Jeaders and together, 
to see the reality and the future of our struggle. 

ln our time armed struggle for national liberation has 
become one of the major events  of our continent, and the 
liquidation of these last bastions of colonialism and racism 
constitutes without doubt, one of the most urgent problems. 



200

22 
The speeches made yesterday at the opening session by 

the distinguished African leaders - and which we salute 
with enthusiasm-confirm what we have come to say, and 
reinforce our conviction of the importance of our combat. 

Our action, the liberation struggle in which our peoples 
are engaged, though taking different forms is essentially an 
armed struggle, the historie solution for the realisation of 
our aspirations to liberty. 

The situation in our countries is characterised by a conti-
nuous development of guerrilla warfare, as well as the deve-
lopment of a politicai conciousness in the masses and the 
construction of a new life in the zones already Jiberated. 

ln Angola, in Guinea-Bissau and in Mozambique, Portu-
guese colonialism has suffered heavy defeats which are ex-
pressed in the extension of guerrilla warfare and the con-
solidation of the liberated zones, where a new life has 
begun to be built and where the populations are free and 
independent. 

ln South Africa, in Rhodesia and in Namibia, despite 
the declarations of the minority fascist and racist white 
governments that the situation is calm, guerrilla warfare is 
developing and is crumbling the Vorster and Smith regimes. 

As we are addressing you, patriots are defying the fascist 
and racist apartheid laws, and are accused of acting to 
overthrow the Government of South Africa. 

ln the Comeres and in the so-called French Somaliland, 
the people arose to demand independence and, proving the 
high levei of their politicai consciousness, are courageously 
struggling against the French army of oppression. 

ln this way, the action undertaken by FRELIMO in 
Mozambique, by the MPLA in Angola, the PAIGC in 
Guinea-Bissau, the ANC in South Africa and ZAPU in 
Zimbabwe, SWAPO in Namibia, MOLINACO in the 
Comeres, and FLCS in the Somali Coast, has returned 
historie initiative to the people. Our struggles have attained 
a levei anda dimension which constitute a vital contribution 
to the liberation of our continent. 

Faced with the development of our struggles, the coloni-
alist fascist and racist regimes of Portugal, South Africa 
and Rhodesia are increasing their means of repression. 
The army, airforce, navy, police and ali the forces of 
repression are engaged in the struggle against the rise 
of nationalism in our countries. 
Portugal increases each day its military strength using 
the most modem arms. South Africa is renewing its navy, 
increasing its airforce; and France continually reinforces 
its repressive capabilities in the Comeres and in the so-
called French Somaliland. 

ln arder to maintain the system of domination and 
exploitation, the regimes of Lisbon, Pretoria and Salisbury 
have called upon the Western powers, and particularly 
the members of NATO. 

ln fact, it is because powers such as the United States, 
West Germany, France, England, Belgium, Holland, 
ltaly, as well as Japan and Israel, have given their politica!, 
military and financial support to the regimes of Portugal, 
South Africa and Rhodesia, that thev can continue to 

fight the war of oppression against our people. American 
planes and napalm havc been used against men and crops. 
France is replacing the ships of the South African navy 
and furnishes helicopters. West Germany continues to 
sell planes and arms and is investing in Cahora Bassa. 
The Conservative British Government, after having 
elaborated a plan for the domination of South Africa. 
in which it reiterates the idea of the South Atlantic Treaty, 
wishes now to reinstitute the sale of arms to South Africa. 

By so doing, the Western powers have attempted to 
safeguard their own economic interests in the  region, 
by supporting programmes which exploit and dominate 
our peoples and our riches. 

That is, these powers cannot concieve of the defence of 
their interests except within a framework of "master-slave", 
"exploi ter-exploited" relationshi p. 

lt is this conception of the Western countries which 
we see put forth in lsrael's imperialist and zionist aggression 
against the people of Palestine and the Arab countries. 

lt is also this same conception which we see put forth 
in the American aggression against Vietnam,  Laos and 
Cambodia. 

Ali this illustrates the clear opposition of the Western 
powers to the liberty of the people, and we can thus con-
clude that, by opposing our right to independence, these 
powers also are opposed to the whole of Africa. 

However, if the colonialist and imperialist forces are 
prejudiced against our peoples, it is also true that this 
aggression has caused an international movement of 
solidarity with our struggle. 

lndependent Africa, conscious of its interests and of 
its responsibilities, is on our side, and is determined to 
support o,ur struggle. We have also the support of ali 
socialist countries. Even in Western countries, the 
democratic and progressive forces . .have launched a cam-
paign in support of our struggle. ln some of these countries, 
such as Italy, England, the Netherlands, the movement 
of solidarity is already such as to force their Governments 
to reconsider their positions. Finally, in Asia and in 
Latin America, the struggling peoples express their solidarity 
with us. 

ln this context, the Rome Conference was an important 
and great manifestation of international solidarity for 
our struggle. We take this opportunity to express our 
gratitude to the OAU for the contribution which it made 
to the success of the Conference, by being represented 
by its general secretariat, as well as the Liberation Com-
mittee. 

ln the same manner, we thank ali the African countries 
who were represented or who sent messages to the Con-
ference. 

The Rome Conference was an opportunity for ali pro-
gressive and democratic world forces ·to jointly: 
- reiterate the condemnation of Portuguese colonialism 
as well as the Vorster and Smith regimes; 

- reaffirm their unified interest in the struggle against 
colonialism and imperialism; 

- stigmatise the complicity of the Western powers and 
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particularly  the members of NATO, in the crimes of 
Portuguese colonialism; 

- declare their total support to FRELIMO, MPLA and 
to PAIGC, the real representatives in their countries. 

His Holiness, Pope Paul VI, by receiving the repres~nta
tives of FRELJMO, MPLA and PAIGC, unden1ably 
recognised the fact that these three movements are the 
Iegitimate  representatives of the peoples of Mozambique, 
Angola, Guinea-Bissau and the Cape Verde lslands 
respectively. 

lt is necessary to salute this international solidarity 
expressed in the Rome Conference as a sigo of new times 
which open great perspectives for the successful struggle 
for liberation because this international solidarity is the 
appropriate answer to the joint action of the alliance-
Portugal, South Africa and Rhodesia, backed by the 
NATO powers, as well as Japan. That is to say, against 
the internationalisation of the colonialist, fascist and racist 
aggression against our peoples, we must oppose the inter-
nationalisation of anti-colonialist and anti-imperialist 
action. 

M r. President, 
Yonr Excellencies, Heads of States and of Governments, 
Honourable Delegates, 
Comrades in Arms, 

l f the perspectives of the struggle for the_ total lib~ration 
of our continent against the tide of fore1gn dommat1on 
and exploitation are favourable, it still remains that we 
must fight a very hard and very long battle. 

The difficult struggle undertaken by the African States 
to consolidate their independence and the struggle which 
our peoples are making for liberation, are today intimately 
associated. 

23 
By opposing themselves to nationalist movements, the 

colonialist and imperialist forces are attempting to put 
into practice their  plan to transform Southern Africa into 
a strategic military base, not only against our peoples 
struggling for independence, but also against the effort 
for total liberation, the struggle in which the African States 
are involved for the consolidation of their independence. 
That is to say, the action against the liberation movements 
is only the first step in a more vast action of colonialism 
and imperialism aiming at blocking the efforts ofthe African 
States to consolidate Africa's independence and unity. 

lt is this very evident truth, today clear for everybody, 
that makes each African country unable to be free as Iong 
as there remain peoples under colonialist domination and 
exploitation on the continent. 

Therefore, as Africans, we must increase our role and 
pace in the general combat against the last bastions of 
colonialism, fascism and racism, and which has become 
the first and most urgent task of our continent. 

Our peoples are fulfilling their duty and will continue 
until victory. 

By taking up arms, in a precise historie context such as 
our own, (and which we do not profess in any way to be 
a necessity for ali), our people bring, through the force 
of history, a major contribution to the liberation of Africa. 
Despite ali the difficulties and obstacles, our determination 
to succeed and to be free will not weaken, and the armed 
struggle will each day spread to new regions, bringing with 
it the light of liberty. 

To independent Africa comes the heavy but glorious 
task of providing ali the politicai, military, financial and 
other assistance necessary for our organisations to continue 
the national liberation programme which we have planned 
on the basis of the interests, realities and objtctives of our 
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peoples and of our respective countries. 
However, we ali know that the present African effort, 

regardless of how precious it is to us, is not only insufficient, 
but it is also well below the real possi bilities of African 

States. 

We should, then, find ways to eliminate the obstacl~s 
which block from full expression the will for solidarity 
of the great majority of African States. First of all, 
we hope that the  conclusions of the Committee of Seven 
will be able to s?tJsfy the concerns of the African States, 
and will permit those states to bring their effective con-
tribution to our struggle. 

On the other hg:-~d , it is our belief that an effort must 
be made to find new forms of communication between 
the African Statcs and the National Liberation Movements 
which are adapted to the present stage of our struggles 
and which might favour the development of our mutual 

understanding. 

The relationship already existing between the African 
States and nationalist movements must undergo a change 
so as to permit the deepening of our co-operation. The 
stage of development attained by our struggles requires it. 
The problems which are posed in this  phase of the history 
of the development of the national liberation struggle can 
no longer be studied and resolved in the absence of the 
representatives of the liberation movements. lt is true that 
the knowledge that certain African countries have of our 
stru ;~ g, l es , of our militants and leaders of our organisations 
is w·..:ak and is certainly not that which is necessary and 

des ir~,ble . 

The petitionary status presently held by the liberation 
movements no longer respects the needs of the struggle 
nor the t1istoric dignity of our peoples. 

A di·tlogue must be opened. You must listen to our 
points of view, and we must listen to yours. We must 
exchange points of view, so that, together, we may find 
a commo'1 ground on ali problems which are of particular 
interest to those regions of our continent where ou r peoples 
are engaged in armed struggle for liberation. 

ln expressing here our wish to discuss together with 
you the problems of ou r  peoples? we ~r.e guided. neit~er 
by undue pride nor grandeur. lt IS a m11itant spmt wh1ch 

causes us to search for the best means of accomplishing our 
task. 

For example, it is a fact that when the Military Com-
mission began to visit the liberated regions of ou r countries, 
a substantial change in the understanding of our situation 
and problems took place within the OAU. Likewise, 
when last February, the Council of Ministers of the OAU 
heard the leaders of Zimbabwe, some of our African 
brothers were surprised by their politicai maturity. These 
examples are proof that our mutual understanding is 
insufficient and that we must do something about it. 

By declaring the will of our peoples to occupy a place 
which, in the concert of African  Nations, we are rightfully 
due today, we are only confirming our will to structure 
ou r relationship of co-operation in such a way as to permit 
each of us to accomplish in the most efficient and complete 
manner his responsibilities. 

On this Tenth Anniversary of the Declaration on the 
granting of lndependence the OAU must, itself, take 
measures which will permit the imposition upon the United 
Nations of the truth supported by ou r struggle: ou r libera-
tion movements are the real representatives of our peoples. 

lt is by adjusting the relationship between the African 
States and the Liberation Movements to the needs of the 
present stage of our history, that we Africans will be able 
to utilise ai! our resources, and in this way, also be able 
to supply to the nationalist movements the necessary 
material so that they may each day strike stronger and more 
efficient blows against the colonialist, fascist and racist 
alliance formed by the regimes of Portugal, South Africa 

and Rhodesia. 

lt is also in this manner that we Africans, together with 
the anti-colonialist forces of other continents, can under-
mine the support which is given to the regimes of Lisbon, 
Pretoria and Salisbury by the Western powers and block 
them from engaging in a new military intervention against 
our peoples, aimed at covering up the politicai and military 
defeats of Portugal, South Africa and Rhodesia. 

This, Excellencies, Heads of States and Governments, 
is what seems to us the path to victory. 

1 

LONG LIVE AFRICAN UNITY AND SOLIDARITY 

LONG LIVE THE OAU 

UNIT ED WE WILL Wl N ~ 

r 
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Amilcar Cabral Marcelino Dos Santos Agostinho Neto Paolo VI 

CHANGE OF POLICY lN THE 
VATICAN? 

Pope Paul VI receives leaders of the Libe-
ration Movements of the Portuguese 
colonies. 

On July Jst, 1970 at 12.30 p.m., Pope Paul VI received 
in private audience leaders of the Liberation Movements 
of the "Portuguese" colonies. FRELIMO was represented 
by Comrade Marcelino dos Santos, Vi~e-President; 

PAIGC by its Secretary-General, Comrade A~tlcar Cabral; 
and MPLA by its President, Comrade Agostmho Neto. 

ln principie, there is nothing strange in this audience. 
FRELIMO MPLA and PAIGC are the organizations which 
truly repre;ent the peoples of Mozambique, Angola and 
Guinea-Bissau. Many countries recognize us as such. 
Many heads of State, not only in ~frica but in Asi~, Lati_n 
America and even in Europe recetve ·our Ieaders 1n thetr 
capacity as the only and legitimate representatives of our 
peoples and our countries. ln principie, therefore, ~he 
audience granted by the Pope to our leaders was nothmg 
out of the ordinary. 

However, one circumstance of this act ofthe Pope caused 
multi pie speculations. It is the fact that the Cathohc Church 
has always, consistently and openly, supported Portuguese 
colonialism. Considering the agreement between the Holy 
See and Portugal, statements of high dignitaries of. the 
Catholic Church, concrete acts of support from the Vattcan 
to the Portuguese Government, we see that no other power 
has ever so unabashedly supported the colonial fascism 
of Portugal. The high point of ~his support _was the ':'i~it 
of the Pope himself to Portugal 1n 1967. Durmg that VJSJt, 
thy Pope inade a gift of $150,~00 to t~e Portuguese ~over?,
ment to be specifically used 1n the Overseas Provmces . 
He decorated the head of the Portuguese Gestapo (PIDE), 

Major Silva Pais, and his very presence in Portuguese 
territory implied approval by the Catholic Church of 
the policy of the Portuguese Government which is funda-
mentally characterized by colonialism. 

ln this context arose the speculations· regarding the 
Pope's action of receiving leaders of the Liberation Move-
ments of the "Portuguese colonies". Two positions basically 
developed: one pretended to divest the Pope's act of ali 
its politicai meaning; thus, the Pope would have been 
deceived by his advisers who did not inform him on the 
quality of the persons he was going to see; or the Pope 
decided to receive them as religious persons and not as 
politicians. Others defended the idea that the Pope received 
our comrades fully conscious of the fact that he was 
receiving leaders of the Liberation Movements of the 
Portuguese colonies; and that he received them in that 
capacity, not as religious persons; through this act the 
Pope wanted to indicate his condemnation of Portuguese 
colonialism and his recognition of the ri-ght of the people 
of Angola, Guinea-Bissau and Cape Verde, and Mozambi-
que to independence. 

lt is impossible to decipher the real intention of the Pope. 
However, an objective analysis of the facts leads us to the 
conclusion that at least the Pope could not deny that he 
was receiving leaders of the Liberation Movements: the 
fact that the preparations were underway for about one 
month and that in the request for the audience it was 
specifically declared that it was the leaders of FRELIMO, 
MPLA and PAIGC who were seeking an audience with 
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the Pope; plus the fact that at that moment a Conference 
of Solidarity with the peoples of. the "Portuguese" colonies 
of international significance had just taken place in Rome 
in which hundreds of delegates participated. The Pope 
obviously knew whom he was receiving. To think otherwise 
would be to offend the Pope and to insinuate that he does 
not know what he is doing, that he does not assume his 
responsibility. Another proof, although more indirect, 
was the  sabotage attempt made by a Monsignore of 
Portuguese nationality a few moments before the audience. 
He talked to our comrades in the waiting room at the 
Vatican and advised them not to address the Pope "because 
you do not know our protocol and surely you will not 
know exactly what to say; or if you absolutely want to 
speak to the Holy Father, let me serve as interpreter 
because he does not speak Portuguese". Our comrades 
replied that they will address the Pope and that they would 
use French which is a language that the Pope knows, 
and therefore they would not need an interpreter. Not 
giving up his sabotage attempt the Monsignore then said: 
"Well then, in order to save you from a blunder, you must 
look at me during the audience; when you say something 
which must not be said,  I will give you a sign for you to 
stop." 

But if it is so, if the Pope voluntarily and intentionally 
received our comrades, having to overcome the opposition 
of some of his staff, knowing that the visitors were leaders 
of Liberation Movements fighting against Portuguese 
colonialism, what then was the significance of his gesture? 
We are inclined to think that it was a politicai gesture of 
condemnation of Portuguese colonialism, and recognition 
of the right of our peoples to independence. Despite the 
fact that "Osservatore Romano", the official organ of 
the Vatican, tried to minimize the importance of the 
audience, certain other facts suggest that very politicai 
intention of the Pope: 

(a) Radio Vatican itself declared, commenting on the 
meeting, that "the pacification-or the Iiberation through 
arms according to the sides on which we find ourselves-
is a source of misery and death as any other form of war. 
May Angola, Guinea and Mozambique know peace in 
justice. The problem is posed again to the Christian con-
science". Radio Vatican stressed further that (I) the 
audience with Ieaders of the three most important move-
ments fighting against the Portuguese authorities in Africa 
was possible only because the Pope agreed to such an 
audience. (2) Delegates of the Decolonization Committee 

of the United Nations as well as delegates of innumerable 
countries participated with the three leaders in the Anti-
Colonialist Conference which had taken place in Rome 
a week before (Radio, press and TV gave enormous coverage 
of the Conference). (3) The position of the Church con-
cerning the independence of the new nations is constant 
and well known, expressed in the documents of the Council, 
in the encyclicals and the addresses of Pope Paul VI. 

(d) The Sunday following the recall of the Portuguese 
Ambassador to the Vatican by Lisbon, the Pope, addressing 
the people in St. Peter's Square, said: "How can one dose 
his eyes on what is going on in the world, on what is weigh-
ing on our society, on the equilibrium necessary to progress 
and peace? Grave thoughts are mixed with good hopes: 
for both of them we cannot neglect the help of God." 
On that day, the Pope was acclaimed with particular 
warmth by the thousands of pilgrims among whom were 
many Africans. 

(c) The tone of the Portuguese protest itself may help 
us also to find out the real intentions of the Pope. Words 
Iike "deep wound" and "terrible insult" are used to qualify 
the act of the Pope or its consequences. And the Pope was 
surely conscious of this reaction when he behaved as he 
did against his traditional ally. 

(d) The words addressed to our comrades by the Pope 
are conclusive, too. He declared that "the Catholic Church 
is concerned with ali those who are suffering, particularly 
the African peoples, and that she supports the struggle for 
justice, for freedom and national independence." When our 
comrades told him of the massacres that the Portuguese 
carry out against the people, the Holy Father answered 
shocked: "I will pray for you !" Obviously only a delibera te 
misinterpretation might claim that these words of the 
Pope referred only to the three persons in front of him 
and not to the peoples and to the cause they represented. 

Ali in ali, we are led to believe that the Vatican's position 
of support for Portuguese colonialism is now experiencing 
the inftuence of the evolution of the times. It was in this 
light that FRELI MO interpreted the gesture of the Pope, 
using it as an instrumellt to mobilize our people: . 

" ... therefore, Comrades, let us continue and intensify 
the struggle, being certain that our struggle causes 
even those traditional allies of Portugal, such as the 
Holy See, to initiate changes in their position and to 
condemn the Portuguese colonialist policy. The struggle 
continues!" 

" ... . W e kpow of no instance during the last forty years 
when the Roman Catholic Church of Portugal felt com-
pelled to protest officially against the many savage acts of 
the Portuguese Government against the Mrican people. 
On the contrary, the highest officials of the Church have 
tended to come out in support of government policy and 
conduct." 

"The Struggle for Mozambique" 

EDUARDO MONDLANE 
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BRITAIN-DEFENDING 
THE FREEDOM 
TO EXPLOIT 

The events following the establishment of a Conservative 
Goverment in B'ritain serve to highlight the politicai role 
played in the West by small but influential minorities. A 
decision to sell arms to South Africa is being taken in the 
face of very widespread opposition and seems particularly 
strange in the light of a recent suggestion that South Africa 
is, any case, not in a position to place lucrative orders with 
British arms companies. The government itself is now 
showing some signs ofuneasiness on this issue, but is clearly 
under heavy pressure from a right-wing interest group which 
has engaged in a long campaign not only aimed at forging 
closer links between Britain and South Africa but also 
designed to lead Britain into an active alliance with Portu-
gal in Africa. 

There has always been considerable behind-the screens 
pressure from a section of the British business community 
interested in the continuation of Portuguese rule in Africa 
For a while the number of British firms at present involved 
in the Portuguese colonies is relatively small. Many more 
have considerable interests in metropolitan Portugal, 
interests which are closely tied with the present Lisbon re-
gime. An indication of the strength of these pro-Portu-
guese interests is the amount of official support and encou-
ragement they enjoyed even under the previous Labour 
government. ln April the lberian Section of the London 
Chamber of Commerce paid a visist to Portugal and in 
June a meeting was held where the London Chamber of 
Commerce, the British National Export Council for Europe, 
and the Exhibitions Department of the Board of Trade 
specifically "considered U. K. trade promotions both to 
Portugal and the Overseas Provinces" . (Financial Times, 
16.6.70). 

The pressure exerted by business is indirect  and .operate 
outside the arena of public debate. But there has also been 
an open politicai campaign with a long history behind it. 
For years a pro-Portuguese pressure group spearheaded by 
two conservative M.P.s, John Biggs-Davison and Patrick 
Wall has been working hard to whitewash the racialist 
colo~ial government of the "Portuguese" territories and to 
misrepresent the aim and achievements of the liberation 
movements. Both M.P.s have consistent recordas friends 
of reaction: virulently anti-Egyptia n  at the time of Suez, 
active supporters of Tshombe during the attemp~ed secession 
of Katanga, outspoken opponents  of sanct10ns agamst 
Rhodesia . But their associatio n with Portugal appears to 
be especially close and their pronouncements have shown a 

conspicuous sensitivity to shifts in Portuguese policy: when 
Portugal was still trying to deny the presence of Liberation 
Movements in their territories, Biggs-Davison visited Bissau 
at the invitation of the Portuguese and wrote a series of 
articles denying that there was any serious fighting in Guine; 
now that the Portuguese are making ill-concealed appeals 
for help, he has also changed his tune and concentrates on 
trying to paint the liberation movements as mere pawns in a 
general anti-Western plot to dominate the South Atlantic. 
It is also significant that Biggs-Davison's book "Nailing a 
Lie", a long apologia for Portuguese colonialism, was publi-
shed by a subsidiary of the E.D. O'Brien organization, the 
public relations firm employed by the Portuguese govern-
ment in Britain. 

The extent to which this group has been able to influence 
Conservative Party policy is shown in the content of a paper 
on defence prepared for the 1970 Congress and widely 
"leaked" to the press last April . The paper is not an 
official Party document but the working group responsible 
for it, the conservative Commonwealth Overseas Council, 
is affiliated to the Conservative Party and is serviced by the 
Conservative Overseas Bureau which is itself a department 
of the Party. 

The paper, "Overseas Issue facing the next Conservative 
Govenment: Defence outside NA TO", h as a long section 
devoted to Southern Africa in which considerable promine-
nce is given to the role of Portugal. The general aim seems 
to be to create a scare about the Cape route and to link this 
with the struggle for independence in the colonies. Under 
the heading "What form would threats to British interests 
take ?" the suggestion is made that "the threat to security 
might take the form of isolated warfare possibly through 
direct communist inspired and assisted aggression against e.g. 
Angola, Mozambique, Portuguese Guinea, Rhodesia, South 
Africa. The precise aims are listed under a section called 
"Action required and proposed", which includes, predictably, 
closer relations with South Africa, resumption of arms 
sales to South Africa and an end of sanctions against 
Rhodesia. The last two sections of this deal directly with 
Portugal and by implication with the Portuguese areas, and 
propose that: 

"There should be a friendly re-examination with Portugal 
ofways and means ofutilising the Anglo-Portuguese alliance 
to establish mutually valid and workable defence arrange-
ments in the Southern Atlantic. It is pertinent in this con-
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text to think of naval port facilities at Beira (Mozambique) 
and Lobito (Angola) and Cape Verde. 

"If the NATO area of commitment cannot be extended 
to this vital supply route transporting by far the greatest 
part of the NATO strategic oil requirements, then on both 
politicai and strategic grounds a case might be made for a 
regional pact for the defence of Southern Africa and the 
Cape route. Participants might be the U.K., South Africa, 
the Argentine, and Brazil." 

The haste with which the new British government has put 
into effect the proposals dealing with South Africa make it 
quite clear that the leaders of the Conservative Party are 
fundamentally in agreement with the paper - the Foreign 
Secretary, Sir Alec Douglas-Home, was present during its 
preparation. Quite how far they will dare to go in practice 
in taking Britain into the formal reactionary alliances pro-
posed, will depend in part how far they can influence the 
press and through it public opinion. ln this respect the 
authors of the paper can claim at least a partia! triumph. 
For although the British press has generally taken a hostile 
line on the specific question of the arms sales, there h as been 
widespread acceptance of general attitudes that Mr. Biggs-
Davison and his associares are trying to dissen:tinate. The 
liberal daily, "The Guardian", sums up the debate: "A recu-
rring conclusion is that with the Russians already establish-
ing a certain support with the Africans, a decision by Britain 
to sell arms to South Africa can only be to their advantage" 
(23.7.1970). This argument accepts the implicit assumption 
of those who envisage Southern Africa as an area whose 
fate is to be decided by the Great Powers. It is a measure of 
the s-:.rength of the reactionary forces in Britain that these 
ideas should gain such general currency in the face of the 
first hand evidence of those Western journalists who have 
actually visited us in our own countries: the Dutch television 
team, for instance, who recently shot a film in Mozambique; 

the British writer Basil Davidson who has just made a 300 
miJe trek with MPLA in Angola. 

The "Big Power" argument has successfully obscured the 
real nature of British involvement and the motives of the 
clique who are pressing for an even deeper commitment. 
National Defence and the interests of Britain are not the 
only concern of the pro-Portugal, pro-South Africa lobby. 
The interests are those of the international capitalist class 
to which they belong. 

The aim of our war is to end exploitation and a victory 
for FRELlMOwillcertainly mean that powers will no longer 
be allowed to exploit the resources and the people of Moza-
mbique. lt will mean an end to schemes like the present 
Cahora Bassa imperialist project. Arguments such as the 
security of Britain and British trade are therefore only a 
cover to give an appearance of legitimacy to their real aim: 
the preservation of the freedom to exploit. 

The forces behind the recent document are a powerful 
influence on poli_cy formation under any British government 
but the degree of their effectiveness varies. The Labour 
Party in office refused to make any positive commitment to 
the progressive forces in Africa but, in order to satisfy some 
of its supporters, tried to avoid being seen as a direct ally of 
colonialism and apartheid. The Conservative Party, on the 
other hand, gains most of its support from sections of the 
community who are fundamentally in sympathy with the 
white regimes, Jt therefore seems likely that Britain may 
now drop ali pretensions to supporting freedom in Africa 
and take the lead among Western nations in openly aligning 
herself with Portugal and South Africa. lf this happens, 
the liberai press in Britain may gloss over the reason for it 
and quibble about "tactics of defence", but we shall be 
clear as to its meaning. 

QUtc.tt I , $~~ A 
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