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EDITORIAL

25th of June-the starting point

Ten years ago, on 25th June, 1962, the three main Mozambican political
organizations which then existed agreed to join together and to form a front.
Thus the Mozambigue Liberation Front (FRELIMO), was born. Since then,
that date has been celebrated by us as a symbol of our unity.

It'is true that the unity which wias ostablished in 1962 was extremely fragile.
The existing, extermally-based organisations which joined hands to form
FRELIMO at that-time-did-so reluctantly, and- largely at the urging of
younger, unattachesd militanis-with more direct and recent experience of the
harsh realities which existed inside Mozambigue itself. The causes which
kept these organisations separate in the past — namely tribalism, regionalism,
fack of a clear and detailed set of goals and of agreed and relevant strate-
pies — continued to exist, The only thing which was common to them was
their opposition Lo Portuguese colonialism. On all other particuiars, inclu-
ding the actual aims of the struggle, the mode of military activity to he
undertaken or the very definition of the enemy, there was no consensus,

{ It s abvious that under such conditions no real unity could be achieved.
And this very soon became all too apparent. Thus, the early days of FRE-
LIMO were marred by mutual recriminations, expulsion, withdrawal, as
i between exile politicians who refused to give up the dead, futile in-fighting
of an irrelevant brand of nationalist politics.

It was such politicians who also tried to obstruct the efforts of the newer
recruits (o organised nationalism (o elaboraie a2 programme, analyse carefully
the nature of the enemy, and prepare for protracted struggle. The old
guard’s model of an anti-colonial campaign lay elsewhere, in the more re-
strained manifestations of mass pationalism which characterised neigh-
bouring British-held territories. Such men would inevitably become in-
creasingly frrelevant ta the kind of political and military activity dictated
by sustained confrontation with the realitics of Portuguese-siyled colonialism,

However, the pace of the Morambican revolution was soon to be forced by
the younger group. The role of this more militant and politically aware
nucleus cannot be over-emphasized. 1t was they, Tor example, who encou-
raged Dr. Eduardo Mondlane to take a leading role in guaranteeing genuine




unity (which he came to do so effectively), at the very moment when the
established organizations were hesitating to place even their existing material
possessions in a common pool for the benefit of the new movement. It was
also they who, in September of the same year (1962), pushed forward a
programme for FRELIMO. This programme made crucial advances — in
defining our anti-imperialist stance, for example, and in stressing the princi-
ples of people’s struggle and national reconstruction for the first time. It
served as a foundation stone for our further ideclogical and practical deve-
lopment. In fact, it was precisely what was needed in order o give depth
and meaning o genuine unity. Linked to such a programme, the seed
planted in June, 1962, could be brought to full fruition.

But such advances also sounded the death-knell of the old guard. Most of
them, because of their ideological background, could not adapt themselves

to the revolutionary situation and were gradually rejected by the revolution.

Today, when we look back from the vantage point of ten years of successful
struggle and try to analyse the events of 1962 critically, we see that this ex-
perience taught us fundamental lessons. First, that unity Is crucial; we have
good reason to celebrate June 25th and take pride in the achievement of that
day. But secondly, and even more important, we now know that for unity
tiy be real and effective, it must be based on an ideology and on a programme
rélevant to the needs of the strugele. Moreover, such unity is not merely to
be understood as a formal act, nor as an event which can be identified by a
date or easily located in space anditime. | Rather it is the expression of a long,
complex and diffieult proeess.  Thus, when we celebrate the 25th of June
as the day of unity; we celebrate it primarily-as « sfgriing point for deve
lapments which have led 1o the much stronger unity of our present organi-
sation and of the Mozambican people as a whole. This was the greatest
contribution of the 25th of June.
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WAR

CABO DELGADO

During the period Februsry — May,
FRELIMO guerrillas in Cabo Delgado
shot down an aircraft, launched 5 artil-
lery = atincks against enemy poits ond
undertook & number of sabotage opera-
tions and ambushes. Tha posts which
ware attacked wore badly damaged; more
than 180 anamy soldiers were killed and

14 vohicles destroyed.

aircraft shor down

An aircraft belonging 1o the Portuguese
military Police flying from Mueda to
Mangolole was shot down by ong of our
anti-aircraft units on the It February,
1972, It crashed in the rone of Lukohe.

Posis arfacked
Chur: most important attack was launched

againgt the post of Mangololo, on' the
19th Aprl. The post was océuplsd by

COMMUNIQUE

two companies of Portuguese soldiers.
It was equipped with an airfield and a
hangar able 1o ke 7 aircrafl of the
aMoratlasy type. A large part of the
post was destroyed,

(ither posts and camps attacked werc
those in Nazombe, Sofals (in the region
of Palma), Sikalanga and Mamatili.

MIASSA

Fram January to April FRELIMO guer-
tillas shot down an aireraft; destroyed a
helicopter: stincked 5 posty; destroyed 3
bridges: and launched a Aumber of am-
bushes and sabotage operations in which
11 vahicles were destroyed and more than
70 onemy soldiers were killed,

helicopter destroyed
Cin 28th March, 1972, FRELIMO fighters

destroved a helicopter in the locality of
Ngueni  The helicopier was bringing sup-

Train *dorailed, by FRELIMO fighiers
on the rabiway . [ind HBelrs — Moatide.

plees for g platoon which hod londed in

that place the day before. Dur commdes
wikited uniil the helicopter had touched
the ground and then opensd intensive
fire, The helicopter managed (o lift ofT
the ground but when it was about 10
mefers up, it bomt into flames and
crashed,  For three davs the enemy pla-
toon  could not' leave Npueri as it was
encircled by our forces and subjected to
condtant attacks I was pecessary for

the enemy (o send a great number of
bombers and helicopters to evacuate the
Portuguess soldiers, who were already
completely demoralised.

reconnaissance aircraft shof down

At 4 pm. on 13th Apeil, an aircraft left
Vila Cabral on a reconnpissance mission
i the Western zone of the Uninga [Dis-
trict. It was flying very low and dowly.
Cur guerrillas and militia opened fire on
it. The aircraft began trailing smoke, It
fricd 10 retum fo. Yila Cabral bul faiked
and ershlunded on the ontskints of the
towm, AL 6 pom. several other alrcraft
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bombed the one where our action had
taken place, but without damaping our
forces.

prosis arfocked

Massangulo, on the 23rd Febnumry.
Most of the barracks were burnt out.

Lussanhando, on the it March. The
houses were destroyed.

- Luvils, on the l4th March. The
garrison of this post fled after our
first shots. We entered the post and
captired soveral guns, ammunition,
food and uniforms,

Nova Coimbra, on 3rd May. This
attack lssted 20 minutes and re-
sulted in 10 houses destroved.

Lunhe, alsoon the 3rd May, Seve
ral houses and the fuel depot were
buirnt,

bridepes destroyed

Three important bridges were blown up
of. the 4th and 13th Apsll.  One of the
bridges was on the road between Lhe oty
of Candulo and Chamba. The other bwi
were on the rosd Luatize — Nova Viees.

TETE

During the months of December, 1971
— March, 1972, FRELIMO fighters in
Tote Province shot down two . sircraft:
sabotaged 7 trains; attaoked 168 posts and
camps; sabotaged 2 bridges; lsunched 6
ambushes on the Mozambigue section of
thie international road Fhodesia = Malawi -
and undertook 94 ambushes and saboisge
operations. Over 400 Portuguets soldiers
were killed, and 38 vehicles were dos-

troyed,
aircraft shof down

An aircraft was shot down on the 15th
January ‘when flylng over the region of
Mague, in southern Tete. It crash-landed
on the aorthers bank of the Zambezi
River

Un the 15th Fl:h:u.a:].r, | reconnaissance
pane was shol down by a FRELIMO umit
on 3 migon of the banks of the Lam-
bezi River. The plane had left the post of
Mague and was flving over the region of
Crossa. Tt wad hit by our fire and fell into
the £ambezi River.

railway line beira — moatize

Tth December, 1971, fone between Cals
dxs Aavier and Mecunga: one froin was
blown up,

4

T Decombeér, 1971: zone between Doa
and Mecito; the engine and all but one of
the wagons were destroyed.  The train
wat being escarted by jet fighters,

21 Docember, 1971; zone betwesn Cal-
das Xavier and Mecunga: 8 frain was de-
railed by a big stone placed on the rails
&4 December, 1971; mines destroyved a
number of wagons of & trian which wis
feaving Moclto,

2 Junuary, 19727 zone betwesn Chiera
and Mocite, in the region of Chief Gup.
dana: the train was blown up.

2T Jaruary, 1972; zane between Doa and
Montize: many wagons blew up,

On the 19th March a trakn comprising a
locomotive and 7 loaded wagons was
destroyed with explosives on the railway
line Moatize — Mutagira, in the section
between Mocilo and, Chuczn, [t took the

enemy & days (0 repair the Line,

aperations.  on  the international
road rivodesia — malawi

O the 26th Janiry, 1972 canvoy was
ambushed: i the region of Mussacgria
Une lorry wan destroved, ong soldier wis
killed ®nck several others were wounded,

n the Ird Februaey, 3 canvoy af 5
lorries | godng~Trom ™ Tetetowards  Zobue
was ambushed. -Onejorry {Berlict) was
lit‘il]’l.l:.'ud and another miaged Ten
enemy) soldiers were put ) oul of action
On 5 and 14 February, between (Tiin:
grra apd Bhodesia, 2 ambuihes aguins

L]

comvoys resulted in one lory destroyed
and several encmy sobders kifled,

Unothe 18th February a gomvoy lefi
Moatize for Zobue and was ambuaded:
twi lorrics were destroved and o number
of enenry. soldiers were killed,

On the 23rd February, in the same zone
between Moatize ond Zobue, 10 Portu-
guese foldiers were killed when 2 lorrics
ware hit and destroyed by our fire.

posis and camps artacked

Muzanha, -a eoncenlration camp, on
Becember 14, 1971:  the encmy
suffered 6
the hamlet.
Mhachenje, in Makomba region, on
December 20, 1971, A namber of
Portuguese soldiers were Killed
lale, region near river Chinamozi,
on 3rd Jonwary, 1972, Five of the
cireimy gurrison wers Killed,
Jale, another camp in the same
region, an the ] 1th January. Three
Portuguese soldicrs were Killed,
Mkanga, region of Cachomba on
AN Janunry.  Six houses were des
troyed
Uneiiitha, a former Catholic Mission
turmed info a military camp, on the
Ard Febneary,  Eight houses were
destroyed aind 11 of the encmy
were Killed
[];.{'.!I:. on 3rd February, We des
traved eight houses and killed 15
enemy woldisrs.

. Jale regivn, In Chinamos, on 3rd

February. Several tenis were des
Lroyed and 7 of the' enemy were
killesd.

B{'Iigd. aconoentration CAMP D 1he
banks of the Zambedd River, on
10 February. Many soldiers from
the garrison were Killed, other fed
Jale, reglon of Niolo — Wanhate on
11 February. The camp wis bunl
L.

Muhamad, on 14 February, In this
post wad garioncd A Porluguos:
company reinforeed with 30 pup
pet soldiers, 5 Touses were des
troved and 10 Portuguese soldiers
l\l“\"l

Cachombo, on [3th February, Five
enamy scldices were Killed

Clibwia, on the 19th February
Ihe camp was partially destroyed
Mpuangem, on 29 February, Thres
hicises wiare destroved.

Manje, on 6 March, Several enemy
solidiess were killed

Chibwia, was sgain atfacked at. the
end of Murch. Almost all the tents
were desdroved

killed and abandoned
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ALLIANCE
AGAINST
IMPERIALISM

The 15t Secretary of the Shcialiif Unity' Paety of the G.D. ®., comsadé Erich
Hamecker, welcomes the Fresident of FRELIMU, oomrade Ssmars M. Machel,

quote from the communique:

In the course of the discusslont both
parties noted the great meed for joint
action by all the anti-imperialist forces,
for mobilising  their polentialities and
possibilities in the struggle against the
michinations of imperialism and reaction
and strengthening co-operation betwoen
all the anti-imperialist forces and the
Socialist States, 1o ensure success in the
common  struggle apainsi imperialism,
colonialism, nec-colonialism and racial
discrimination,

FRELIMO expressed its esteem for the
creative policy of the SUPG in imple-
menting the decisions of the Sth Congress
of the SUPG, appreciating the great
achievements of the workers of the GDR
in building a socialist sodiety o the GDR
FRELIMGO: considers the successes of the
GOR tobe an effective contrbution to-
wards the consolidation of the forces of
peace, liberation and socialiom in the

Last April a FRELIMO delegation led by President Comrade
Samora Moises Machel, visited the German Democratic Republic
at the invitation of the Central Cammittee of the Socialist Unity
Party of the GDR. The main objéctive of the visit was to strengthen
the relations between the SUPG and FRELIMO, as well as to hold
discussions on concrete forms of political and material support.
At the end of the talks a joint communigue was issued giving the
position of both parties on each of the subjects discussed. We

-
worldwide confrontation between socis
lism and imperialism.

The FRELIMO delegation ensured the
SUPG of the staunch solidarity of FRE-
LIMO and the Mozamblcan people for
the struggle of the people of the GDR
hoth: 1o strengthén the socinlist power
of the workers and pemsants and 1o re-
inforce the position of the GDR inter-
natiomally.

the SUPG delegation expressed its high
tegard for the heroic struggle of the
-“'I'I.F!]:Iitlli.':l.néﬁ‘lrph.', under the leadenship
of FRELIMO, for liberation from the
brutal domination of Portoguese colo-
nialem. It noted with satislaction that
FRELIMO had already liberated exten
sive repons of the country, mficting
ever greater defeats on the Portugoese
coloninlist mercenaries and their accom:
plices,

The SUPG confirmed the Traternal. soli
danty ol the CC and' members: of the
SUMG ind of all the GDR workers with
the just struggle of the Mozambican
penple.

The. twao delepations condemned the close
collaboratfon between the Federal Re-
public of Germany and Portuguess colo
nialism and the criminal participation of
the FRG as Portugal's main support in
the ealonial way agninst the peoplés of
Angola, Mozambique and Guiné,  Both
partiet exprested their equally determingd
opposition to the Bonn-Pretoris axm and
1o the suppart gven (o the facist Salis-
bury, regime by mamber Stafes of NATO,
Uhey agreed 1o continue to step up poli-
tical, moral and matenal solidarity with
th4 peoples of Southern Africa, Namibia
and Limbabwe who are fighting for their
freedom and independance.

Ihe two parties concurred in believing
that the admission of 1the GDR 1o the UN
and its speciilised apencics wag a2 pre-
candition. for the fulfillment of the ptin-
ciple of universality and for more effec
tive aotiviey by that World Body.

[he SUPG and FRELIMO: delegations
agreed 1o develop and dezpen iheir reln
Bions and co-operation in the interest of
the common strugele for national and
social liberation, for peace and socinlism,
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VISITORS IN FREE MOZAMBIQUE

The liberated regions af Tete Provinee lase March hosted a

West German photo-journalist, Gerard Klifn. On his way
back he held a Press Conference an his impression of
FRELIMO s work,

Frelimo’s
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Newsman tells of

progress in freed areas

FRELIMO is making gigantic progress towards rehabihi-
tating people mn the libérated areas of Mozambique, a
West German journalist retuming | [rom the war zone
said in Lusaka yesterday.

The josarnihist, who refused 1o disclose his name of SeCurity
reasons becnuse be might visi some of the colonial territoaas AR,
caid that tifz had retumed 10 gormal in lange wrcas of Morambigue
where frecdum fiphters were setting up schools and hospitals

He said that after spending 16 days in ihe Tete province he
concluded that the Poriugoese had no chance of winmng . the war
and although the frecdom fighters were sosd with many difficul
problema thgy would eventually troumgeh

Wearing o piertilla umiform and jookng tired after 8 marathon
irck through the bush. the jumalisa said that he had set out for
wiorambigque in & bid o dimcover e progress the Treedam lighlers
were making. The newsman said he worked for severnl magazine
and newspapers in West Germany and he had becn mEsiEned o o
10 one of the colomial territones ruled by an oppressive regimic wio
were beinp supplied with military wenpons by West Ciermany

He added thal his mission was mol to witess & miliary
confrontation  between the freedom fghters and the Pomugecie
proops and be did not want o prove whether or not the Porluguese
were siing Noto weapons againsl the Alricans.

The journalist added that the freedom fighters have woven o nghi
kend of frendship with the people mnd this was making their work
ensser. He snid thal the Ponuguese were scared 10 venture ko the
weart of the mainlend apd the only ovidente of the Portuguess
presence he saw in the colony was onc reconnaissance sircrafl,

wIhe silualion |5 still very bad but from what | saw. dunng the
b days thai | vesited the territory 1 am convinced that the Ponuguese
had no chance whatsoever, Life has returned to sormal and ihers i
freedom and activity everywhere.” he snid

One of the problems. the propic wert [BCng Wik mutlmutrifion
which has been estimated by the Workd Health Organisation 1o be
the highest in Africa. ai the rabe of 50 per cent. The people were
iacking medical and educational supplies, he said, and one of his
duties when he retumed home would be (o persuade West Crerman
charity organisations o offer help which could be of great valise 1o

the struggle
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INTRODUCTION

It is impossible to express in figures the sum of our éfforts,
cur difficulties and our spccessec. [t i3 not enough Lo list our
number of enemy soldiers put out of sction, vehicles destroyed
rodds sabotaged and posts captured.  For o people’s struggle
iz roméething more than & matter of mere numbers.

Thus ten years of FRELIMO are also ten yéam in the life of
its militanis. Who wene we who on the 23th June, 1962 werng
powerfully moved by the call to strniggls apainat foreign op-
pression but remained only dimly aware of the enormity of
the tazsk and the fGomidable forces concealed behind the ad-
ministrator, the se ard the cversesr on the plantation?
What did we know of the outside world, most of us confined
to the parrow horizons of the colondal night?  Could we
imagine . this new frontiedes world of solidarity and human
fratemity to which we are now prood o bolong?

Our tenth anniversary embraces all of this. - All of these trans-
formations, both within ourselves and outside of us.

From our ignoramce we have created schools, from our discase
we have created hospiials

A single toal: The power of the anited people, overcoming
the communication barriers bom of lack of Enowledpe about
gach other, bom of tribal différences, and bormn of antificial
divizaons created by colommlizm.

In 1962, foreign domination ‘extended throoghoul thel coun-
try. Everywhere our people were oppressed and exploiied
and deprived of any political drganisation through which to
express their tnie voice. The plunder of our resolirces and
labour power took varous forms, ong mone loathsome, than
the other, from forced labour to forced cultivation and ex-
portation of labour.  Education was either nonexistant or
else confined 1o 4 minority whom the ¢olonial mzsters hoped
to rely on to perpetunte explodiation. Dizease, malnutriticn
and lack of medical care werne decimating Mozambicans by
the thousand.

It was againsd all thes that the pu-:lpll: fCde up L arms.

The: past ten years have witnessed, first snd foremost, the
building of the nationalist movement as an instrument {or
sction and the consolidation of revolutionary national con-
sciowsness. It was-in the course of these years that the poli-
tical programme outlined in the resolutions of the [int Cone
gress 4 form and contabuted to the forging of our politcal
line in action and through action,

Today the Mozambican people have an =ctive fighting organk
sation which has consolidated itselfin the course of a nch and
deeply Lved political expericoce,  Many stumbling blocks
1-.arﬂ- our path difficult and many vital choices had 1o be
made; But it was in the course of making such choices thai
we have found -our strengih and  affirmed our purposc

Today cotonial domination has, been completely eliminated
i vt regions of our country. A néw life and & new saciety
are faking shape in thess regons, buill through the efforts of
the people, based on participation of every man and woman
as full citizens. The social and matedial foundations have

been lald in the fields of production, health and education,
despite: the difficult ' conditions of the war and the saovige
repression of an enemy seeking desperately to destroy :ﬁ:
example and attraction that these regions and this new life
represents for the population in the segions still under their
dontnal.

In the dominated areas, despite the campaigns of nepression
unleashed against  nationalisi - militants, ever’ more people
have come to geé FRELIMO 22 the rallying point for the
identification and commitment of all Mozambicans the coun-
iry onver,  They ke pride m the victones achieved in the
sruggle: they dee them as their own éruggle.

This progressive trend i the predominant feature of the situs-
tiom: the continuous expansion of our action to the whaols
gountry and the swelling of our forces as new dreas are affected

by the armed struggle.

At the same tme, the enemy forces are showing signs of
hayving resched siggnation point and this in turm explaing the
feeling of frustration prevailing in the Portuguese miitary
establishment.. The éxtension of the period of compulsory
millitary service and the e of women and the disabled in
nuxilinry army services reflects the steady widening of the
battlefront and the mounting losses suffered there. Moreover
the enemy’s htiman fésources are being diminished by the con-
siderable. number ob-young men who avoid conscniption and
the flow of emigranti~io- European countrics,  This is
happaning -at o time  when opf strugale e already seciously
hitting the eConomic foundations aof colonial exploltation.

The 23th Jugpe, 1962 i3 an important moment in this com-
hiped process of incrésiing our forces and progressively whitt-
ling Gway those of the enomy. Muoch hes alveady been mid
and written about our strugele: and it sould be:impossible
wnd perheps superflucus fo give a full statistical account of it
here.  'We have thought It better to describe the process ol
piditical growth which staried on’ the 25th June, 1962 by
secking to show how the people’s armed struggle has detes-
mined its development

First we show the process of bringing mto being stiuciunes and
argans for the implementation of the programme of sction,
including the first steps taken in establishing the people®s
liberation forces: indeed special space has been devoled 10 the
Intter, both because it provides o particularly good example
af this work and becaunse jtn successiul realisation has been
decisive 1o the Turther developmoent of our movement.

In the sscond part we try 1o show the process of political
and ideclogical clanfication from another point of view:
thal of the work of national reconstruction undertaken in
the liberated regions. Born of e successes of the armed
strugple in the liberated areaxs have become a practical testing
ground which gives rise 1o complex problenm; the soluiions
to such problems have In turn determined the nature of our
activities and, i ceftaln cazes, the way in witich we have
pursted the war. In this manner they have helped 1o make
our chofces clearer and have led to a more precise definition ol
the aims of our struggle.




THE FIRST
STEPS

With the creation of FRELIMO, the Mozrambican nationalists laid out a new definition

of tasks, now at national Tevel.

Thesé tisks required organs of action of a new

type and methods of work completely different from those of the previous
organisations. It was here that the 25th June really marked a rupture with the
precedent period and opened a new phase in the history of Mozambican nationalism,

The fimt process, whish) ' merits exami-
nation is that of the structuning of the
movement.  As Prevdent Mondlane ssid
in his report to the 2nd Congress, the
fisst task we- had to face was thot of
constituting an "-.u.'lll.'n,' body. capablo
of - putting into effect the pmr::ur-li- af
action  drawn up. al the 1st Con
Frue, o Central Commilttes withi ¢
Uve duties had bean crealed, a8 we ‘.!
dopartments, each headed by a'sedretary
10 some cases gided by an

1§
e

1SS rant

Hul what remained o be delermined was
not ondy e ailoiiial

strmstfure Ol
depariment, but alss the b
duties of the warious members of the
Central Executive, and the divition ol
labowir between the Presjdenty und ihe
departmients;  the Iatterwas o partion
laply eracaal problem beciusz 1 rased the
whale question of the degres of cen
tridisation of leadership which 8 neces-
Wiy at certwin phases of the sirmegple
in short,  ihe organbational methody
Beat sited 10 the concrete falllment of
the progrmme  drawn . up inside our
country remiined fo be determinod

[ hiese were p!-.n'l\i-_'.'ll. which could not be
sobved theopetically:  their solution was
largely dependent. on the pature and the
extent of our £X peEfiEnge LM course, we

Kndw. thal o revolutionary sfnugsic
not - be ded using demaaiti
Lruetures, without calle
wiark We were wware that
Programme requines a revolilionary stric-
fure. Butl what sort of tradition had we
skt wpin thils respectt

pagaaia
I

argarisational shorfcomings

This colls for a keen .Lppr...-.,ﬁ of the
organisations which had existed previously
and which came topether o form FRE-
LI, T hiey

gll ‘displayed the ssme

iive methods of

woaknesses, eflecting their, stmilar origin
anid tradition

First, both the |1'-|d-:“:5-'!1.'p and the rank
and [ide consisted mainly of people whio
hed lived abroad for a Tong time, either
as |l.'|.'.I.E\CL"'- o, ol migrant workers in ad-
jacent copnipies,.  Thus MANU joperated
i Canganyiks, brnging togethar people
ieom . thel ndrthern  provineed of Nizssa
andl Cabo Delpado, most of whom worked
on the tal iplantstions of I-.:-1|-|| ot
fers.. Thejr principal activity. wak holding
mcelgs '1 thiee ﬂnrl-:rr“' s .||||.|:| e
fership Sapds o thewi o anll dolla
jands, | However, they lacked any. cleas
peppeciive an concrele work inside the
wilnley, wparl ffom the  distnbution &
membenhip cords, which was ‘done ‘i
aba Delgado Frovince

fentunes characterised UDENAMO,
though it grouped together people from
the ‘centre and' the south of the country

These Morambieans were, an the whole,
rathor, more urbanisod and they lived In
Khodesia, either a5 refugoes from Fortu

ELHSE l\.JIIIr\IJ:E\'_I'l:. all |I'|,|‘.|_"_=E:|_:|. or 4% &k
ployess Inthe service sector. A substan-
tial " part of UDEMAMO'S activity in-
valved regruiting mditants insde the coun

iry and sending them to Tanganyika o

helping political  refugees 10 o noeth

As for UNAMI, it had somewhat limited
clvity in MNyasaland and Tege

similar

A second feature followed: the yeny
fazl that most of the members of these
organiations: hod lived abroad for some
time meant that they had no very deep
understanding of the tnie conditions pre
'..'.ii',nE in the coauntry 3 i ||::1:. Wikt
there a loss of direct contiact with the
living conditions and the feelings of the
people. their information belng garmerec
inslead . from mp-trl- and Lroem Lhe Slorses

told by the refugees | but above afl, there

with scant knowledpe of rhu. true nature
.‘.|r'||_1 dimensions of the en emy's I'I'|.11.]'ur|-'.'“]"-u
of repression,

Phindly, and this 5 perhaps the most

ievant point in our analysis,. because
hisw “Hved  abropd these “parties wiore
predtly 'i.I'Il'.-.'n-:-:uj by ihe kind of organg
sabion tymaal of the British colonial
tradition. I;I|:.:-:".:-n:. in their strociural
organization and in their very concept of
the work (o be done, the |.”'..5Iu!!l|*' al the
SR in-Rhodesia, the Malaed Congress
Partw.or TANU way followed

twinds of eharge”

Larfed away by the euphora of the
wind of changss and by the schisvements
of “thiesé parties in r|:",!.;|'||:,'|r'.|r|-.'.k'. GOy
trivs, they belicved In the ineviiability
ol change. They therefore msinterproted
the political and economic nature ol
fzscisl Portoguese colonialism, ipniring
the fact that it could never occept any
degree of political freedom or peaceful
evalution to independence. Linder such
conditions i1 i not 1.|.|r|:|:|1|.'|_;; that the
decitive role bringng the hiee -.1ri:.|||i-
sntiong topether and i shaping the new
organisalion,  camwe 19 be pl;n.-cli by
other militants coming from inside’ the
counftry where they had been working
clandestinely,  Undoubtedly, the poli-
fical - eonseiosness and, above all, the
concrele knowbedps of this latier group
wax much surer, thouph it |t also tree
o say thal H:n::.' lacked the tradition of
ongarsation which the special conditions
of clandestine stroppgle had never allowed
to devielop

Such, therefore, was the sum of X e
nence. Lhatl  natonalist  militants  from
vatious backgrounds could draw upon
i structunng o political party af the
tme of FRELIMO s creation




The consituent Congress diow up a pro
gramme which can be summed up in
three points:

maobilicing the people and heighienimg
national consciousmess,

lounching an education programme Lo
increass combal effecliveness;

drawing up a plan [or military scuion
taking inte account the pature of
Poridguete colonualism,

It was through the implementation of
these programmes thal FRELIMO was
poing I iranaform iell mio mlm'tlun;.:
entirely mew in relation to the ogans
sations that proceded il

fhen iflgesions

[T lasi point wis decisive,  While ap
prals for a peacebul sclution 1o the |-|;|-.I~-
lem | wore made from antemational plat-

forme. we could not be under any iy

stonss war was already bemng waged i
Angolis, and in Mozambigue the enemy
wad reinforcing his police and army appa-
ralug

It was wnder such conditions that the
mifitary programme (ook eoanerete form

We needed a sound and consitent pro-
gramme, and this presupposed both a
detmiled study of the country, and of the
control cstablished by the enemy and, a1
the ‘zime time, a survey of the political
and social traditions of each egon,  An-
other aspect of this task was the creation
of a hady which would be able 1o ensure

the mecroitment and trining of a large
naumber of salidly united and well-organi-
sed militants Lo spoarhiead the programme
of armied wetinn

But the: muoner o whoch this organi-
safional and operational ftage was tackled
was decisive. . Our people had aleeady

find vy home gone, | 'was

£l think | am 53 years obd. |
was born in Marromeu, Pro-
vince af Manica e Sofala, |
suffered wvery much all my
life, under tha Portuguess co
lonmialns.

I weorked first in-a Britih
COM Ay, thet Saria 5-uguz Ea-
tales, They Hawe kg sugar
plantations and big factories
Like most of the other wor
kers, | had been arrested and
grven to the company to wark,
Every day we were given a
certain amount ol wark, which
we had 1o finigh in tinwe
Those who did not finksh
wara beaten with palmatorra
ardd decd not gt ﬂﬂld for tho
gy, Ve received TO et per
manth [the sguivalent of US
5 035 per dayl. The man
who was responsible for fur
nshing  the Sens Sigar Es
.\jﬂw} writh workers was ad-

Anather wery croell admini
strator who come 1ater. was
Joagulm Palhom, The people
nicknarmed him :Eer'|._;r~nr.:..
[fifty] becauss ha always o
dured SOstrokes of the palma-
tord | His opgrasded the peo-
ple. of, our region betwean
1850 and 15866,

thrown out

MHow thia sdminstrates Pal
hota hed o friend, a farmar
calied Barreto, Barrein wan
ted more L,

Palkora then cama with his
policemen,  amested ws and
sent us out aof our shambas.
| moaell had a plece of land
where | grew pineapples, s
shew and oranges. | lost
marything. Ohr' huts were
basrnt and' the land given to
Barreto. Somo of us were
shsanl, on forced labour in
ather regions, When we fe-
turned wa did not find aur
haomes, snd we did not know
about the wharsabouts of our
families, It was the case
with meé = | had been in
Rhodesin.  All this happenad
in Chaima, region of Chind
Mbwazi in 1950 or 1951, Sp
whan | returned from Rho-
desia and was surprised to

arvested by  tha  Portugueess
and =ant fo Marmumbala to
work on bullding fosds, |
found ‘'my  family™ thers 3l
the people from the expro
prioted land hod been  sent
there, 10 'work in povernment
progedta — with abmolutely no
poy.  For many vears it was
like this — constantiy dfrasted
and sent to work for govern-
ment projects. or in Com
paryy plantations for pariods
ol B months o ons year

In 1859 | got a job a5 &
vaitar in the wagon-restau-
rartt af the Myssssland Rail-
wiys that went balwesn Beira
and Malawi. | parned shout
s § 70 per menth. |
worked thers until 1864, when
I was arrested by PIDE. 1N
explbin how it was,

In Oetobar, 1962 | meot on
the traln & comrade who told
me about FHELIMOD. | did
(3002 B 4T un',r!h.lng; ha ax
plained to.me that FRELIMO
wih fighting to bring freedom
1o our country. | met him
wrvoral times after that = and
gach limo ha explained more
i detall

I decided to Join FRELIMO.

(The making of a freedom fighter

minatrator  Afonse | Ribeins,

| was gi'en twd fasks:  first
to meka propaganda for FRE
LIMO = that i, to explain
to' ather people about FRE-
LIMO — = aima, the nesad
for mvarybody o join  the
struggle; second, 1o halp
bring out those nationalists
who wore being parsecuted
and those who wanted o
rocalvn tralning in FRELIMO,
| helped many people pass —
gome into Morambigue, those
wiha weere s8nt by FRELIMO
for clandestine work. | also
heilped others out of Mozam-
bigwe. | carried propaganda
material for the FRELIMOD
militanits in Mozambiquie.

no trial

| was arrested by PIDE on
the Hth May, 1964, The
sister of one of those | hsl-
ped 16 ecaps could not stand
the intermogation and denoun
oxgl me,  Alter the nrrest |
was lakon 1o 8 room wherg
there were G whips and 2
palmatorias hanging on the
wall, | was told to undress, |
witd badly beaten, The colo
rlalists started by aking if 'l
kivirw wihat FRELIMO was, |
aewered oyvies, | know, FRE-
LIMGO i fretdomp. They in-
sulted me. They said, ayou
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had batter and painful expenence of mas
demonsirations, sinkes and peaceful pro-
tects whith ended in'repression and mass-
acre. It was therefore wital 1o create an
organ ‘capable of undertaking consistent
and effective selion aganst the eolonial
militsry apparstos.  We had leamed that
it wis not cofficien) merely to lave
right on one's zide when confronting
Paortugiese colonialism:

The sy and scope of our activity having
thus been delined, polilical orpaniders
who were already established inside the
cotniry were entmasted with the lask ol
meobilising and recruiting voung pedple
wishing 10 take up arms; there wis a
lirge and enthutisstic response 1o this
call. From that moment political action
ceased 10 be the prerogative of 3 restricied
proup. and for the first tome involved s
greal number of militants.  In fact be-
cause they' thus demonstrate the process

of affirming the popular content of the
miovement  through the growing partics
paticn of the masses, il i worth des
cribing these firgh phases of the formation
of the liberation army in some detail. In
this process we can alsg’ see o cledr ox-
ample of the way in which our overall
programme of activities has been put inio
effeet ever since in the formation of the
army; there the three clements of our
programme — mohilisation, education and
the training of cadres — ‘were all com-
bined in one. Finally, the whole process
and the way in which it hat unfolded,
also explaine much about the present
charmzter of our movement

The initial steps were selatively straight-
forward. Militanis were recnuied and
sent to fmendly countres for military
training. But on their relurn there was
the very much more complex task of
structurning” all these militants: into 2

e BIURHEDL ol don t even
know how ta write.  What
do you  want independence
ford 3 1 inswered, ©we have
those who know, they will
teocn uss, [hey asked how |
took people out of the couns
try | said, «1 don't take
tham It Is the train who
tokes them. You have guards,
police ot the border, PIDE
agEnts everywhere, | with adl
this you cannot stop: peopla
from passing, it is your prob-
fem, ¥ - Together wath me, 14
people  were armested. We
were all badly toriured, Com-
rade Joguenta wat suspendad
by hiz hands for 50 long that
the skin broke off, Agosto
Finta Jeromo was whipped
with & whip with {ron points,
and & pamatodia with naiks
stead of the ususl holes,
The samw happened fo old
Jogin, | was in prison from
1864 up to 1971, | was
miver  takean B0 Any COUrL,
e Tried.

On 14 Decernbear, 1964, | was
transferred 1o the  Penitens
tiary of Lourenco Margues,
where | stayed until the: 1st
February, 19686, | was then
taken' to Machova  Prison,
When | arrived there we were
about 200 prisonars.  ln Ap

ril 400 more arrved from the
mkand of |ba.

mong themsaives.

meen fought with knives o
Tha calo- water. 23 of them died be

~

— 8 tup of cooked beans, Mo

in. Machaws the conditicns
were toyrriklo many. pecple
digd: daily becasss of tortlres
and bad foad. |n my ward
alone, ~em overage of 2 — 3
people died aery day. | But
the priconors who' arrived
from Ibo told me that there it
Wil OVEN WOTE,

3,000 political prisoners

On the 12th July, 1985, |
wos taken 1o 8 niew jail in
Mabalane.  When we arrived
we wero J00 mnd soon 65
more came.  In 1966, 370
more wero sent there, In
1967 there were 1,006 pri-
soners in Mabalane slone, By
that time, in Machava and
Lourenco Marques the. poli-
tical prisoners numbared mone
than 3,000 In Movember
I was pgain transferred 1o
Machava

We were vory well organised
in -l the prisons, we had
mestings 10 discuss ond solve
our contradictions. Wa kegt
our discipline a5 FRELIMO
militants, we had & high me
rele In our wards there wer
nievar fighis: on the contrary
in the cnrminal's wards they

nialists tried 1o destroy our
palitical consciounEss. ustng
o fombination afl thrge wiae
pans: o tribalism, terror and
corruplion end murder. Thro-
ugh tribalism they attempted
1o sapdrate the Makondes
froem us Thay. storted to
give clawses only for the Mes
kondes But they failad,
Then they created a magazine
called ‘Resturgimento’, where
the prisoners were forced to
write articles insulting FRE-
LIMO, and  sulogising  the

PIDE, Those wha rofused
ware punished. ‘A few of us
betrayed from fear, but they
ware very few. Wa also bingun
mabilising tho prisoners from
tha criminal wards.  Soma of
them adhered to FRELIMO.

Aware of our strength in the
prisons, the PIDE resorted to
other tactics: they infiltrated
spgends  provocateurs, Cunjane
#nd Luls Ferreira in Machava
and Caetono Sours in Maba-
lane,  Those triitors succee
ded in identifying 20 of our
comrades, who wene {mime=
diatedy mwolated in spacial
cells,  They were never &b
wd tor leave the colls. They
were given food once a weak

tore this regime ended —
among  them were comrades
Joel Gudusne, Jumes Salimao,
Apgostinho  Xitete, Alexandra
Nehocoma, | osaw with my
own eyes the bodies of 20
of the murdersd comrades
These comrades are grest
teliros, noneof them betrayved,
none of them denounced who
wiare the other militants of
the FRELIMO clandestine
network

In spite of their deaths, FRE-
LIMO continued wery much
allva in the prison, in owr
hearts.  We orgenited ouriel
¥ed, batter, more carefully, In
the wards and cells,

portaguese soldiers

We  alo collsborated with
white  and Afan  prisonecs,
who hed beon amrested for
supporting FRELIMO, inglu-
ding same Pﬂ'r'[ugunﬂl soldiers.

| feft prison in 1971, but
many  thowsands of patriots
still remain there. | am wor
king with FRELIMO, For the
first time in my life | feal
fiee.  ‘We have to continue
fighting, to extend this free
dom 1o all our peopla,

A
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homogenous body imbued with the move-
ment's political rinc. which they had (o
be able (o interpret and represent amaong
the maszes.

This was an immense task, given the
differing experiences, geographical back-
grounds, customs and fradifions. In most
cases the only common denominator
among the militants was the fct of
their being oppressed by Portuguess colo-
niallsm and having & common desire for
liberation. Although these shared fcclingt
made it possible for people 1o take a
stand, they were Jmnetﬁzlm insufficient
foundation for sustained action. [i there-
fore Decame necessary 1o po Lo the very
roots of unity, t© explain the size and
complexity of our country and the loghe
of having people from: different linguistic
and tribal groups- live tosether.: Such
discussions made it possible for old divi-
song and antaponisme - exacerbated by
calaniakism to be colleotively analysed
and overcome.

forging uenity

It became essentinl for each milftant to
be thoroughly scquainted with he lives
and customs of other groups. [n'this way
militants ‘came 1o identify agpects of the
enemy’s mctivities which rjim:cd from
what was Known in their' own regions,

and this enabled them to fight the enemy
anywhene,

These efforts were decisive 1o the consoli-
dation of national unity, even though they
required moge time and more thorough
work and despite the great femptation to
take the casy way oul anid send ecach
militant to  fight in his own  region.

Thus, the fimt task wan shove all o
contolidate natiomal unity within the
moverngnt itsell, . It was. important 1o
bring togetherall the separate experences
of militants — in villages, in plantations
in mings, in prisons and in owns — in
order to gain an overall picture of the
colomial system. This made it possible
at last 1o define sccurately’ the scope of
the war, the many faces of the ensmy
and the need for unity.

But experience had already taught us that
mere talk could mot give rse to an effec
tive political Bine.. Theoretical courses
and discussions, however profound, could
never make up for lack of experience or
efface the marks left on us by the evils
of colonial society. A new social morality,
i new way of life, had to be internalmad
and fully exemplified in our behaviours
and our day-to-day activity

This need to confront this further: chal
Ienge also apose oul of the véry characics
which' our struggle had come o assume,
It was clear that at the start we wounld
never belable to mobilse @n army of
militants capable of confronting the colo-

FRELIMO N

A FRELIMO
TIYENI TIARITIKITSE APWITIKIZ!
MDZIKO LATHU LA MOGAHBIKI

nial machinery of repression with equal
tactical forees. The then few dozen
militants: armed with light arms weould
haove to draw thelr strength from the
people and act on the basis of this
strength in order. through the develop
ment ol their potentialitics; to change the
existing balance of forces.

Hence, it was necessary to reinforce the
popular character of the army. This was
to 3-great extent ensured by the deep
miterpenstration between the movement's
structures and the people out of which the
army had come.  But fostrike deep mots

"MOZAMBICAN PEOPLE, Iet-us fight wnited. with no tribal, rocial
ar religious divisions, all of us apainst the commaon
o "\ enery — Portuguese coloniolism and imperialism, ™

Dr. Eduardo C. Mondlane, st President of FRELIMO
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among the people, it & ol sufficient 1o
have come from the people. In its be-
haviour, methods and structures, the
army had to be a people’s army. Only
in this way would the rules of revoly-
tionary copduct be observed in relations
with the people and thelr full confidence
and support ensured.

Foedlising this goal meant defining and
cstablishing  new  relations within the
army and developing & spirit of criticlsm
wihich would eliminate lack of confidence
ind' eredte o collective method of work.
Many meetings were held for this pur
atl which such methods of work, sewell as
indlitary preparedness and individual com-
fuﬂmr:m. were thoroughly  discissed.
ek militant  recounted His own ex
rience and described the traditions. af
is region.  This sepred (o, supplement
the work ol our reconmaissance Leamns of
course,  but the chief importance of this
kind of discussion was in helping to per-
fect the Lype of relathoms which would
be cstablished with the people.

In order 1o strengthen in the armiy the

feeling of belonging to the people, and
counter the tendency for membership of
the army to become a privileged podition,
productive work was made a part of the
army’s programme of work from the very
start. Later on, when the progress of
the strugsle led (o a 1:¢r1:.1'd1.'u'1}:]= incrense
i our- numesical strength, this practice
proved extremely valuable in that it pre
vented the army from being too much of
3 burden on the peopls wﬁ::c food wae
concermed.

pmrr.u:'.‘r.'d wilr

OF course, this programme also had to do
with the need 1o prepare for & protrected
wiir andl 1o mobilise ourselves for such a
war.  Faced with such a challange, it wat
necessEny 100 claridy  the aims of our
itruggle in terms other than those slogans
which might ‘be usefol for purpeses of
rapid mobilisation. For some militanis
for example, the inltisl Tesling was one of
hatted far the white man a the wurce
of all ills Thiz feeling had to be trans-
tormed nto political awarenegs of the

need Lo fight oppression and to diseot our

weapons against the system of oppression,
not against mere skin colour:

We saw that it was only with this typs
of mobilisation and on the basis of this
level of political awareness that it would
be possible Lo sustain & protracted was,
one which would epable us progressively
o miobilise all the resources of our people
and country and to ligquidate, little by
fittle, the enemy’s matenal and human
resources, their sconomy and their monle.

Developing national consclousness, streng-
thening the movements popular charac-
ter and clarifying the political line were
therefore, the first tasks thai our somy
and out movement 48§ whole, had to
face. These are undoubtedly the first
stéps many natlonalist movements have
had to 1ake in their political activitics
But, over and above programnes and
formal statements, in ihem we have come
to find the esence’ of an inoreasingly
progressive political line and the direction
for the. adwince of our movement, our
militants and our peopls

SHAPING

THE

POLITICAL

LINE

It was only with the launching of e
armed struggle  that the' conlents of
FRELIMO's political programme weie (o
become, in the course of action, mare
preciscly definad. The necesaaty of taking
up arms o destroy Portugoese colowial
domination was iteell never a point of
controvensy among us ' However diffe
renged of opinion appeared i bre-
quent events would reveal just how desp-
seated these differences were — regarding
the relationship of the armed struggle 1o
the overall revolutionapy profess in our
couniny.

By mid- 1964, when the Centeal Commit-
tee met to establish a date for the loomn-
ching of the armed struggle, tome of the

members defended the proposition that it

was of little importance to study con-
ditions carefully: once the armed struggle
wik |mnched, they argued, the people
winld support i, whether it was. well-
organised or not. - Moreover, it was sl
1o be unnecessary 1o inger over such de-

taiks bacause obviously the armed strugple
would not be a long one, Once we hod
fired the first shots, these members con
tinued, the Portuguese wiould be forced
to yiuld beemuse the intemational political
confuncture  fovoured  our  winning  of

independence.  They further argued that
Portuguese troops in northern Mozambigue
wore fow and scatlered: we  could theres

fore expect o defent them quickly and
casily.
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This type of reasoning revealed a prave
lack of ﬁuwll.-dgnltd a dangerous under-
estimation of the enemy’s strength. It
also revealed an even more negative as
pedt: that there were among the leader-
hip people who accepted the principle
of armed struggle, but considered i 10 be
merely @ technical and mechanical ex-
pedient. Such leaders, in effect, refused
by gonsider armed struggle as a process of
people’s participation and a8 the funds
mantally political undertaking which it i

The cleavage could not bul have very
negative  consequences in the  future.
In fact, it would be difficult for an organ
which did not assume’ such an integral
gpproach to the srmed strugele (o lead it
This is immedistely cbvious if one con-
siders an  important conollary of this
podition: that the army is menely on axe
cutive body assigned the task of liquids
fing a5 many enemy soldiers as possible
but not concerning iteell with politics!

the armed siruggle

An sgreement on the necessity of armed
struggle  hoving been reached, however,
preparations for its lsunching were begun

including the mobisation of Ilu:gcnp!f
by the Department of Internal Cirgani
gation and the creation of lopistical -and
tactical pre-conditions by lth‘ﬁrp;lrimnul:

of Defence.

On the 25th Scptl;rnbn:. 1596, the armsed
struggle was founched. The first combal
took place in; Chai inCabo Delzado Pro-
vince and was quickly followed by opers-
tions in the other provinces of Zambezia
Wizcen and Tete. Acting with flexibility,
underioking operations against targeis far
apart Trom each other, the first guerrilla
units suceeeded in frustrating the enomy’s
plans for ropression which had been laid
outl long before. It was these militanis,
badly equipped, but with a high sense of
determination and patrigtism, who created
the conditions for the consolidation of
the armed struggle.

The incressed number of ambushes, the
attacks against wolated Portuguese posts,
the fuct that these fighters held the ins
tintive and attacked the enemy in many
different places without becoming targels
themaelves, immediately placed the Poriw-
guese on the defensive. They were forced
tn concentrate their troops in o limited
number of plsces in order 1o diminith
their 'n-'ullaurall.-iii!}". they abandoned the
small isolated administrative posts; they
reduced ithe cireulation of vehicles on the
mined roads where our fighters were ace
tive. In this way they lost contral aver
merensingly large regions and comeegquenthy
our fighters could circulate freely, openly
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The first combat

aOn Seplomber 20, 1964, we wene informsd
that the Central Committes had decided that
the srmed str should start on the 25ih.
I was onge of the opsrational leader in Cabo
Delguto and | was entrusted with the faak of
directing the atteck on the post of Chal

My umit had 16 weapons: & sub-machine
gunk, & rifles and 4 automatic pivtols.  We
selected & group of 12 commaded snd set ool
o oun largel: O the miaming of the 25th we
arrived Bi (he township of Chai We went
barefoot for fear that we should be discavered
because of o boati.

I told ome commde who was in wniform fo
pal on civilian chofhes and go oul 16 Fecon-
noitre the township. 1 bandaged his foot so
that e could felgn Hlees. He came with the
necessary information — where the post and
the houss of the Chefe do Posto wers located.

I made a plan of attack, One machine-gun
would noutralise the African  iroops in the
secretarial,. 1 decided o concemtrsie the
altack againsl (he howse where the (hefe do
Posto and the officen were. | gave cach oom-
rade it potition for the attack. They were to
remaln under the mange tree camouflaged.
Al 163D bouwry we came ool inlo the open, at
FEDD houn we were at the posty In position,
At 190 hours we sdvanced witil we meached
the house ol the Chefe do Poato,

Sometime Eater, a gunnd cadme Sl
stationed himsell at the door of the hous,
scated on 8 chair, approsched the guard. My
shot would be the signal Tor the other comrade
fo attack. At 2100 hours | fised af the guard
and kalled him.  When the Chefe do Pocio
heurd the shots, he opened the door and came
cigl — b wad abso killed, Apard from him, &

other Portuguese were killed in this fest atiacks.,

-
Vongiats f Ll PEPWGAE [ y—

e il e el

contact the population and develop the
crganisation necessary to successful armed

slruggle.

This development did not come as a sur-
glse 10 us. What we did not foreses 8t
irst was the fact that, a fow months after
the launching of the armed struggle, we
would have had to assume so vasi o num-

ber of tasks regarding the people.

Thus, the Portugoese, unable Lo gel at the
guermills units, had  concentrated their
repressive aclions against the civilian po-
pulation. They carried out endless bom-
hings in order to prevent the population
from moving and - cultivating, with, the
aim of creating faming in the liberated
regions.  Moreover, they evacuated all the
colonlalist traders from these regions in
order to remove the source of those
manglaciured goods indipensble 1o the
lives of the people, a sitoation which was
aggravated by the fact that the forced
labour and the forced growing of cash
crops introduced by the coloniafists had

~
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ably family s from Nomasu,
district  of Mueda in Cabo
Dedgado, We wore zeven chil-
dron, and life wes very diffi-
cult for us. My father worked
in the shop of an Indisn
treder, where he earned 195
escudos  (US S650) per
month. \We had a very small
piece of land, but we hardly
had time to grow any crops
on it, because wo were Torced
to work in the fields of the
COMPanies, Growing cotton.

Even the pricsts werg bad,
My cousin Jose Lucas was o

teacher in the Lipelua Mis-
gion,  Once he was il and
could: not take clesses for 2
days. At the end of the
month the priests refused to
pay his wages, alleging that
hve had mised work for two
diys. My cousin then refused
o wark in the missian &ny

fonger, In reprizal, the priests
snt the pobice 1o afmést my
COLIEn.

Thie Portuguese are very bad,
They used 10 come B0 OWr
willapés, enter our houses and
steal chickens, cersals, sny-
thing. If anyone dared to
protest, he was armested and
beaten

ahusad

Ther wis a-time when thay
launched a campaign for the
children bo go to the mission's
school,
warnted the children in order
1o put them to wark on the
mission shambas and in The

It"L-r.ﬂ-l onialist's houses

But it was a lig;they

Women weére not respected,
even married women wers
abused in front of thedr hos-
bands. I the husband reacted
or she refused, both of them
wore badly beaten.

The colonialisi’s argurnent was
that it was on honour for a
black woman to be wanted
by & white man, | could tell
you many  more ovil  things
to which we were subjected
by the colonialists.

In 18962, when | was in the
hospital at the Imbuho mis-
sion, an old man camea whao
talked to us secrathy, saying
that the Mozambicans had
crgited an Crganisation called
FRELIMO 1o fight the Portu-
guese and win back our froe-
dom. We listensd very atten-
tively.

Later In 1963, my father
carme. He'calléd me and my
sister, and “explained o uws
sbout FRELIMO, warning us
1o maintsin absolute secrecy.

In 1964 thoro was already a
grexl deal of FRELIMO ac-
tivity In our region. - The
FRELIMO organizers todd ws
that we should prepane eveny-
thing to go to the bush be
causs soon the Portugusse
would start arresting and mas-
sacring the people owing 1o
our support for FRELIMOD,
Two doys later we went to
the bush, And some doays
Ister, on the 25th of Sep
tombar, the war started in our
region.

The people were given the
task of blocking the rosds
with big trees and holes. We
alsa cut telephone wites and
cut down the poles.

Sinca that time | hawe. beon
vary active in FRELIMO, Tha
first mbsion that | and the
other girls wers sent on was
1o oo through the villages and
explain and mobiliss the peo-
ple for war. We explained
what FRELIMO i, why wi
hinte 10 fight and who arg the
ey, We aléo encouraged

the boys and girls in the vil-
lages io join our forces. Later
an the late Comrsde Kan
khomba tought us reconngis-
cance and securty work, o
detect enemy agents who tried
to infiltrate our Dones.

When we girls staried to work
there was sirong opposition
against our participation. He-
cause thal was against our
tradition. We thon started o
big campaign explaining why
we aiso hod to fight, that the
FRELIMO war is a people’s
war in which the whole peo-
ple must participate, that we
WOIMEN WENE EVEn moTe op-
pressed than men and that we
therefore had the right as well
m the will and the strength
to fight. We insistod on our
having military training and
baing given woapon:

the women's tasks

1 wag in the firgt Women's
Detachment which wes given
military. training in 1967, Dur
Central Commitiee had sup-
ported our full participaticn.
Since then, the Women's De
tachment has been very active
tighting, transporting material
o the advanced rones, or
ganising production and par-

~

women have the right to fight’

ticipating in the health ser-
ViCEE

| have already taken part in
many batties. Some of the
most  important were: &0
ambush ofaINST @ COMYoy on
the Nomaguanga=Muldumbe
road on 1bth July, 1967,
where we destroyed 2 lormies
and killed rmarry of tha anamy.
An artillery and infantny at
tack against the Nangololo
post: 2 houses were destroved
and their helicopter came 4
times 1o coilect the dead and
take the wounded to the hos-
pital at Mueda. During the
1870 enemy offensive, | par-
ticipated in 2 ambushes, one
on the Musds—Mocimboa da
Praia road, the other on the
Macatar—-Mueda road, resul-
ling respoctively in 4 lorries
and 3 lorries destroyed. Last
year {18971} my unit destroyed
3 lorries in an ambush on the
Muptide—Muads road. | also
took part In one big atteck
ogeinst the Muidumbe  post

in 1971, in which our artillery
amd infantry forces destroyed
many houses.  The helicop-
ter came ] times for the daad
and wounded, Shortly after
Tt atteck the snemy v
cuated the post definitively.




almost completely ersed the artizan tradi-
tivews of the people.  Finally, to accen
tuate nsecunly and  lerror colonialist
soldicrs made incursions inlo our regions,
and quite simply murdered pen{ﬂe. Such
3 siluation deformined new tasks for the
guernillas, tasks which had not been fully
envisaged previously.

It was mecessary an the sl place to en-
sure: the security of the pupu];aljun withe
out which' they would find themselves in
the dilemma which the colonial army
sought toocreate: either W scek refuge en
masse i neighbouring countries, or be
captured and hérded into ‘protected vil-
lages® which the Portugoese were creating
bated an the American model of strategic
hamlets.

The first measure which our fighters took
woi 1o transfer the popuilation from their
traditional viflages which were open and
therefore vulnerable to air attacks, into
new villages decp in the bush, - Adter-
wards iU was necessary 1o regllate. the
movements' of the people: sstort Them
o their way 10 the Melds or to pet watar
and abo to controf their circulation (o
prevent the infiltration of eperay apents

I order to undertake thexe (asks, it was
necessary. bo create o structure which
could enpure internal organisation and the
diffusing of directives. ffom the lkegding
ptgans of the organisation, Beciuse of
tha  many 1.11|.r:-:1'-m.'iull tnaks which ap-
peared, it was nol possible. Lo esiablish
a pew stmoctore. able 1o cope with- all
ez problems. For this resson, the same
structures that were used for the work of
mebilisation were used. As laaders among
the people, we placed those who had
done  the mobilisation work  during . the

s .l'r. i ,-,

”\ o

preparatory. phase,  But in fact those
ple had no political formation and
ad Limited themselves to mobilising the
ggﬂple pccording to the model of neigh-
nng countrics.  Even the name by
which they called themselves was taken
from the neighbouring ex-British coloniss,
aChairmene.  With the development of
the struggle and the growing participation
of the masses, the achnirmens were n-
vested with large responsibilities for which
they were not. prepased.

FRARE EHpagEment

Nonsiheless, the people were participating
more and more. At the level of the libe-
ration - army, the appesrance of | large
regions wrested from the control of the
enemy  facilitated the establishment of
trmining camps where young peaple who
wanted tojoin the liberation army flocked
in large numbers,  Simuoltoncously, the
free contact between the army and the

people allowed for growing popular sup:
porl, for example, m the Leld of ob-

taining miarmation regarding chemy move-
ments. | The development of the struggle,
the extension of the war o new fronts,
meant moreover, that largar quantitistof
material had to be transportcd; the sup-

port of the peaple in I.liti'l field was in-
valuable. Thus, for anyone cntering the
semirliberated regions for the! fist thme,
the most 1.1|i1'cin3 mmpresion would be the
sight. of a'long line of pecpls — young
old, men and women = Continually om
fiie time. loaded wiath supplics for the
front, under the escort of guerrillas

At the same time, combal  lechnmigues
wore being: perfected and new weapons
introduced.  In fagt, the development of
the combal capacity of the liberation

 — ™
el was called from my
base 1o the provincial
base on the Sth of July
1968, When | arrived,

| was told that | was 1o
rﬂ"\ command a unit In an
artillery attack sgainst Mueda. The main
target was to be the girfield. The plans
had shready been drawn up by the Pro-
yincial Section of Operations., We studied
the plan together. Then | went with my
unit 1o the artitlery base. We requested
mortars and cannons and a large amount
of ammunition, and informed the Chief
of Oparations that we were ready.

The whole unit went 10 8 pri-determined
pkEcE and wi sent & group for reconnais-
sance, The reconnaissance group came
back and suggoested & place from whem
to lsunch the attack. It seemod to us
that it was too far from the targat: we
therefone sent a Znd unit. | mysell want
with the 2nd group. We located a batter
poiition,  much neargr  the airfield. |
called the heads of the platoons for a
final discussion on  the plans for the
st tack:

On the 16th Augert. at B.00 am. | went
o tha position with the platcon and
wenon commanders. | told them the
places thirirsoldiers should cccupy.

AL LO0 poe the whole wunit jodned s
there carrying the mortars and cannons.
Az the position was very high snd visible,
we mounted the cannons below and lett
thiem there, At 4.00 porn, all the platoons
waere in pleca.  We lifted the cannons upe
At 500 pom, all the groups and weapons
wore in position, ready. AL 1531 we
stortd the sttack. It fasted about 35
minutes.  The plece we had chosen was
very high, and we could see exactly whare
the shells were falling. The onemy Wwas
coatight absalutely by sutprise. For svaral
days  they hod soon  concontroting  their
forces i Mueda: we believe 1 was in
arder to launch an offensive in Muoatide.
Thre ware rmany planes in Mueda on that
cocasion,  When wo arrived, tha first
recannakdsance unit reported 1 reconnals-
sanck plane and & bombers. Later on B
more planes srrived, while we weore pre-
paring the atteck.

12 mircraft wene sot aflonwe..  We aw
thom  from our obssrvation post. The
enemy did not rebct only much Later,

kwhtn watt haod allrgady laft the ploce. >,
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At the beginning of July [(1971] my
umit was called to the Cabo Delgado Pro

wincial Base. My being called had 10 do
with enamy movements n the arga. e
arrived at the base on the morming of the

f4th July. Everybody was ready to go

oul on @ combat mission. | presented

myselt 1o the chiel of the base, who tald

ma that my group should join ong of tha

artillery units which was leaving for

Miumbate” So we wenl.  We wers
ta:rl,-'ir-n several moartars, Whan e arrived
the pegpie 1oid ws that the day bafare 5
reconnalssance  sMrcraft had been fI3¢ing

over that area for a long time and that

It was possible that the snomy could be
plarnning an atteck,

We therefore took positions. Sometime
later enemyy aircralt arreved, The head ol
my platoon ordered that when the hal
copters tried 1o land, the martars should
ba mimed at them. There was only ons
clesrad place where the hellcoptess could
pomibly land:  everywhere slse seound
thers wWas trées.  So o our arfillerny man
aimad the mortars at that spot.

First came one reconnalssance aincraft,
followed by 4 jeis, 6§ bombers and '8
helicopters.  They started Bombing the
area, We knew already their Asctics —
wi vaited. One helicopter cama lower. 1t

wead landing exasctly at the spot we had

foreseen. Our comeades fired the mor-
tare. One shall fell very near the hali-
copter: and destroyed it Anothoer hefi:
coptar about to land, an seing the first
ona  destroyed retreafed.  The aireraft
combed and strafed the area with mae
chinegun fire, They wanted to forca us
to leave the area, 5o that they could col
lect the wreckage of the helicopter. But
we remaingd firmly 0 our positions and
threatened them with our anti-aircraft
fire, Fimaity the enemy had to go away,
We together with tha poplilation then
ook the wreckage to a safe place in the
bush after having takon phatos which
would enable us o identifty the helicopber.
It was an tAllooette 33" French-mads,
MNext day the enemy-retumed but could
not find amything, _’,1

forees through the sigmentation of their
numbers and the' utdisation of heavigr
weapons enabled the guernlla o pass- (o
a new state in the struggle,  Important
Portuguese posis, which until then had
only bean sealed off, could now be al
tacked direetly by our artillery forces
equipped  with mortars and: later with
cannons. A great number of posts: wene
pxsaulicd in this manmer and we were at
last able to capture large cguantities of
military matenal from the enemy. [his
'«II."I-I."I'U]!'l'I'Il.'lll was ol preat impalance

Contrary (o the u:.:..l|| that the  ciemy
soldicrs abandod their weapons in aoder
to cicape more casly, the Portuguese
soldiers deploy grean efforts dod even rigk
their lbves in order not o leave on the
battleficld any weapins which. can  be
used by the puernflas.  Moresover, the
enemy '.|.||,||:-|_:,' COIYONS wied  dozens ol
lorries ot ape time,  Under these! con
ditions it was difficult for us Lo caplure
material unless we deployed considerable
lesrces
For an ambush

which wernre nol .-.l-.n_':n wvatlabibe

Phis gitwation changed. in) this second
shase of the struggle — the launching of
arge-scale  attscks on Porluguese - posts
aned their total destruction. Now with wea-
pons that we captured, we could start
training- the population and distribute
Weapong 'I|1|_'|1'|'. I|‘||1. WIS O prORramme
determined by the need o defend the
liberated regiong and extend the 1[:1-;;]{'
The creation of people’s militias derved
Imam the development of  the military
sifustion:  and from the opporfunilies
which arose for the omganisation of the
masses:  this méasure i i, having
secured the defence of the liberated zoncs
WISt enemy Cursions, freed the puer
rillas bo extend the fghtg o new rones.

e challenge

Phe development and consolidation of
liberated reglons, the ¢reation of Zones
wihore colonislism had no contiol  por
possibilities: of influence, led 1o the con:
wiitution of a new Hie, of 2 siciety which
Al the begmning wis construcied along
wide the old. but which gradually dis

M‘W

plated i, Ioonically, it'was the ¢olonia:
lists™ programme of intimidation, ouilined
above, which secelerated this: process. I
their intention had been 1o force the po-
pulation 1o flee or 1o go 1o the protectad
willages, the fact is that the challenge o
prizented led the people and the crgani-
sation o restruciure the whole of their
lives on'a new basis.

If, as we have seen, the (it measres of
necessity concerned the very survival of
the -population, woon other forms of
sodial lite-also took shipe,

Following on the organisation of the
peoples militing, we st up exchange
cemires where the people could bring their
pgricultutal ;produce and exchange it foo
miantfaciured goods imported - from the
exrericr, like clothes, agncultural tools,
maiches, soap, ete. Commerce with the
exterior was not possible without large
agricultural surplusses.  Maoreover, win
conditions such s the intensification of
mir hl\.l-|1'||'.ri|'.-g'|.. and the nead 1o introduce
new- crops,, imposed the necessity  for
reompaniang production,  Thus, side by
side with the traditional methods of ag
riculiure, we established collective felds,
whare new p:n-;fun_'lin}ll Il.'n:iirliqu:!. could
be intraduced and the pratection of the
peasanis could be better asdured,

In 1965, in Niassa Provinee we found on
a Ponuguese officer Killed during the
fighting, written orders which indicated
that the only objective ol the operation
under his command was the destruction
ol the people’s erops. This scorched 2arth
policy became systematic. A Portugoese
deserter confirmed that the colonial army
nad generalised the classitication of adeath
zoneis Lo all areas no longer under their
confrol. However, the accent given to the
develapment of prodiction work  over
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The Fresident of FRELIMO with Portogecs prsoners and  deseriers
in liberated Mozambigoe.

came these terronst methods and from
1966 the people were able to produce
more food for themselnes,
time, production work took on an impor
tant political role: the collective work of
the people from different reprons and
tribes teinforced unity,
and- militants of FRELIMO, prodoction
hecame & means of strongthening Hajson
with ‘the masses.
Machel, President of FRELIMO wid o«Pro-
duction is a school becouse it I5 one of
the sources of our knowledge, and it is
through production that we correct our
mistakes
that we both learn and teach the people.s

Al the same

For the cadres

As Comrade Samora

It is by poing to the people,

r'r"'Tht—';-},' wanted me to kill my brothers’

I wims bormn in Montepuez,
Cabo Delgade. 1 attended
fhe St Maria de Nomune

miwsion school for three years.
| went to Mampida in 1966
logking for 2 job. In 1968 |
was comscripted into the Por-
tuguese army, Alter B months
training in MNampula, .| was
sent to Marrupa, in Eastarn
Misssa. | was there for about
& months, until | got wounded
| wa in n aBerliots oy,
i:.l;lrrl.ling combal - rations o
the- Marrupa post. . \We were
10 alvogether, 7 Africand aned
3 white soldiers.  Thel lorry
hit & mine and was blown up.
Four Africen soldiess and (2
whites were killed. The other
white man and mysall s
seriously  woundod, We wers
taken to Vila Cabral, They
eould not ireat mao there = |
had many pieces of shrapnel
In my body. and the hospital
had vory deficient squipment.
I wo wnl to the Nampula
hospital, . | stayed in the
hospital (or about & yesr, In
June 1871, | left hospital and
was sont to Taote, 1o the Manje
post.  In Decamber of tha
same year (871}, | ran away
.'Fﬂl'l"l tho oAt and came to
jain FRHELIMGO,

many killed

The situation in the Poru
pusa army i very bad bo-
came of FRELIMO. For ex-
'\.ﬂmplt at the Manp post du-

ilﬂ-i' b | .I-.:- £

ring the & manths | was there,
I aBorliery: lorries. one: Uni-
mog and ofe jeep were dos

troved. When | ran away,
there romgined only 2 aBer-
Fotse, 3 Unimogs and- 1 land-
rover.  And each vehicle dos-
troyed meant many killed and
wounded. In the case of the
jeep, for example, one sub-
lieutenant, 2 sorgeants, 2 eor-
porals and oneg private who
was driving wera killed, Al
werd whites except the driver,
The jeep was blown up by a
ming on s way from the
post to o shop. When the
news of the desths reached
the post, 1t cowsed total de-
moralisation,  The post com

mandar — Captain Serafim -

telephonod Tote snd teiked
with the District Commander
= a colomel. The captain as-
ked for his compgany 1o ba
moved 1o snother place, m
they wera all dying there. Tha
colonel refused — ha just said;
Ayou e (o hold ons, Mext
day. during parade, one Por
tuguess soldier  sccused the
Captam, saying; i Thiz ia Your

war, you, (meaning the offi
cersl samd us o the bush but
vou do not go there, Why
don’t you give up thisodiemy
wiar pnd Pet us @b back 1o
GLIF COURTY ! B

Thie gaptain ordiored hie arrest,
but the ‘soldier took up his
gun and aimed 1t at the capr
tains The latter wantad -to
call _other soldiers to- arrest
him, but some of them, who
ware gloo on parsde. alio took
their ‘guns and “8imed at the
captain.  The capiain did not
sty ha went o his house
A Tew days later he went vy
by plane. We never enw him
again; we hesrd hoe had re-
turned to Portugal,

Most of the African soldiers
are only waiting for an oppor-
tunity toorun away,  We fol
low the  activities of FRE-
LIMO through the radio, The
Portuguese try to mobilize ws
by saying that we arv fighting
against Chinesa who want to
ecoupy our land becausa they
arg many and don'y have a
place- 10 live. O then they
wsg Tribalism — for axomple
in Montepoez, in my region,
which Is Inhabited by people
of the Macua tribe, they sav
that the war is being fought
by the Makondes, who want
10 Gppress and deminate the
Mocuas. They have sreral
times killed the people of
ong willege and colled the
poople of the  nakghbouring

villages 1o go and ses. They
il them that this wis done
by the FRELIMD Makondes.
Thess s mobilbations seciong
look place ot the post every
tima there was a FRELIMO
aperation in the area

‘pamphlet at my door’

| ran away on the day whemn |
wiint to wisit my wile, On
leaving the house in the mos-
ning, | found a FRELIMO
parmphlet  seying «Mozambl
can soldiers in the Portu-
guese army, you are suffering
fer nothing. . . you ané our
brothers, equally oppresesd,
we must all join in the same
cause. . . FRELIMO is figh:
g 1o win- back freedam
and indapendence from the
Portuguese ' colonialists who
enslave our people. . .5 | hid
the pamphiot and went around
the willages asking where the
FRELIMD were, Mobody
told me enything: ecveryons
looked at me suspiciously.
But | know whers the region
controlled by FRELIMO was.
So | went into the bush. On
my way | we afrested by
members of the population,
who took me to. the FRE-
LIMO base. | explained who
| was, and what | had done,
| was heartily welcomed by
my brothers.

I am now in the FRELIMO
army, fighting for the libe-

ration of my people.
A
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That is why production became an im.
portant element in the life of our milk
tants o it 15 part of our thearetical and
praciical school programmes. The miilitary
units also have the task of producing
when conditions enable them 10 do so.
With the exception of the advanced zones
where the cnemy o still strong, all milinany
unils produce their own food, We alwo
established the basis for fnternal t(rade;
under the protection of the fghiers, the
population of the coust zunes produced
it which they exchanped for agricultural
produdis.

criicial chelce

It was in this {leld that the first decisive
choices fad 1o be made. With the im-
proved livitg conditions and the coming
inte heing of forms of economic deve
lopment, there arose o fendency among
cortain elements to (v 0 restore econo
mic prachices of a capitalisn type — based
on the colontal model for their own
persanal benefit. This was particularly
apparent in the organisisg of trade

At the some time, s smilar giiitude
which was merely another facel ol the
same \mentality, sppeared in the chair
meen wha, a8 we have already seen, had
asimed the responsibility of organisine
and guiding the people. Whether thirough
lack: of political awarengss of out ol
ambition, in therr relations willi 1he péo-
ple these chuirmen stafied do. copy the
practices  of the tradifiondl  chiefs o1
much worse, of the Portygoese sdming-
sirators who had Been™driven out. AL
|||' '”‘i:!'l i ACETRC Cases such imitation was
due to thelr lgnornce of any form of or
ganisation ather thon the colomial one,
for othe it was well and (rily @ quektion
of putting into cilect a congept of the
liberation strogele. which meant merely
mplacing whites by blacks, an approach
wath which the name of Lararo Kavan-

dame & closely associaled,

[ he decision an the pisition to e taken
i these two respects corstituted both the
background and the most  outstanding
mpect of the engls which: 100k place i
1968 GO

Dywing o the popular characier of the
war, there could be only one outcome ta
this confronitation: * that which safe
puarded the interests of the masses and
oppated the resurgence of exploitition
i owr areas.  The J:-n-plll:l' and revalie
Uopary conlent of our movement and our
pokitscal line were thereby safepuarded
cnsuring the continved -suppofl of the
massey and the pursuil of the aomed
struggle.  The fact that any other position
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PRODUCTION AND TRADE

« Twenty-two- kilos: of sesama, fifty-thrme
boxes of cashew nuts. Here's the voucher
for Mzee Saidi. You can go Over thero
now. for whatever you want 1o buys.

At the textile hut, voucher in hand, Mzes
=ardi was ablo to chopse between about
thirty. different kinds of goods, including
six different types of cloth and wraps,
underwear, cooking pots, mochats, axes
anel hoes, Kooels, salt, matehes, poaraffin
s, meedles and threpd., He could also
pisce an order for any of thirty:five other
goods, 10 be plcked up on his next trip.
which ane on a list which incfudei fuch
varied articles as seissors, lowmips, Batteres,
fish nets, razor blades and note Blocks.

The houses used &5 shops sre simple hlts
thatchied with palm loswss, Parhaps on
his- relurn six months later Mzee Saldi
wiould Aot have found thess huts at all,
but just gonds displaved on planky fixod
to trees,  Howewer, Old Saldi knew that
he would ot be cheated! ofy wabghl of
measura: a5 in colonmal ime
FREL MO shop.

M weas in o

This everyday picture shiows how the Par-
Tugssa triding tyitemn ha boan roplaced
Oyl stitutions sat up by FRELIMO o
solve the problem of providing  mand
factured srticles, This is only aftemporary

measurd o5 far 0 corain goods Bra eon
cerned, because the dewelopment of handi
cratts will make it possible to solve certain
probleme intarnally,  Indosd, in Cabo
Delgade Province, fewer and fewer axes
and hoes ane being sold because the old
blackimithe, freed from the constraints
of forced cotton cultivation or forced
Iebour, have resumed thasr ironeworking
with frogmanits of shot-down planes snd
hefrcopters and destroyved vehicles,  Agri-
cultural implements are being made, was-
pans are baing repaired and certain tradi-
ticsfal weapons sech as the acanhanguloss
(wait-nhits) charged with gunpowder, are
alsa being made.

cash crops

Furthermore, not all the erticles sold in
the shopt are imported. Salt and lish,
for  edaanpls, -are produced by people
living-bry the comt and lakes who are spe-
cialisad ir shll mining #nd fishing

Howeover, the vast majority of the goocds
o saly an the co-oparatives are obitainod
by troding our cxports, which include a
rafatively broad range of products. A
mong the principsl exporis are cashews
nuts sessme and groundnuts and also wax
ond tobdccn. Groundnul expbris are
decréming, fsinte. moce g more  are




baing used either in food or eke for oil
exiraction, #0 85 10 concentrote on ex:
porting  those productt which have tha
highest commentia] walig.

The following table gives a picture of the
changing pattern ol exportd & printipal
prodects from Cabo Delgado:

Increased  gxports aré doe both 1o the
expansion of the liberated areas and:to
improved agricultural (echnigues. This is
the work of the Political Gommissars aided
by the cadres in the Department, whao ir

clude economists and agronomists. Mew
erops have dlso been introduced. Cassava

1969 1870 197
Groundnuts (Kgs.) 23,041 17,588 55,082
Cevama 414,782 28R 230 56,163
Cashmamuts 530, 158 608,734 648,099

Trading takes place in the FRELIMO
shops and we plan o ectend the notwark
of shops to all the liberatod regions & we
sohva - the major problem of Lrandpor
The monihly record of goods received ot
trading post C. «o v a0 idas al the
turnavor of goods:

Numbsgr of perions 3,405

Gonds received Kilos
Sesame 18,868
Groundnuts 2,864
Cashewnuts; Ist quality w1824
Cashewnuis, 2nd quality 8421
Castor. spads 4,118
Wax 15
Tobacco 1&g

would have served the interesiz of the
enemy was more than demonstrnted whor
Kavandame, having failed to achieve his
purposes, went over the the Portugesss

However, the social reconstraction of the
libernted  regions was not limited (o the
Grganisation of the wital needs; equally
unprorlant was Grgansatdn o caucation,
one of the key- ponts of our programims
Soon after the lunching of The armed
strugple a proup of old men wenk 1o Presk
dent Mondiape and spoke in these ferms:
aWe kKnow Lhat the war will be a 1r:~n:_j
war and e e alrgady old.  We don’y
ask anyihing for ourselves, but it i
necesary that our children po 1o school
We ure ready Tor all sacrifices, this i the
{hing we ask from FRELIMO.

only

stariing framy scrafch

The settkng upoof an education programme
entaded tmmense difficullice.  The few
sehools which existed in Our counlny were
mm by missionaries  whom - the Port-

wis introduced in Tete for the firsy time
in- 1970,

As for tha farmd of arganitalaon, thers are

e

- FRELIMD farms. of nabional [elds,
organized by the Liberation Army, the
Village Committees, the Women's De-
tachment, schools, hospitale and other
FRELIMD bodies in order to solve
the problem of fesding the militants
In some of these folds all the warkers
are woluntesrs from the local popy
lstion. © Part of the producs is ==ni 1o
tho sdvanced reghons where the fightors
are not yet ina position 1o graw crops.

— Co-operaiives where the passants are
orgenised N & CoAoperaTive of mutusl
aid basi, under the segis of the Paliti=
gal Commissariat. This-is tha method
encourpged,  gince collactive work

guess evacuated from the war rones at
the |.'ll?'E.|.r|.|u:|£_ af the strugle in onder 1o
turn the buildings into- barmcks.  We
had peactically no. teachers, Wwe had to
secesd to those who knew only how (o

Laraandewty

Caddye wiiits

Principal exporty, comparative figures
(1868 — 1871)

mbkes for  grester security sgainst
gnamy incuriigns and ako more rapid
technical advance.

Individual plots on which the cult-
vatar waorks alons. or with his family.

Handicrait is organised along similar lines,
with craftsmen’s co-oparatives Which aiso
gorve a5 opprenticeship cantres. This is
the case  lor blacksmiths, potters and
sculptors. The sculptors are organised in
co-operatived  which operate in relation
gither 10 the military. bawes for seulptors
who are mémbers of the Liberation Army
or. to tho Villpge Commitiess. Both theds
forms of organisation and the new social
framework outl of which they have grown
are reflected in the content of artistic
work | which, together with  traditicnal

siibjects, now depict the naw thames in.
spired by the revolutionary war

read and write: in order 1o start our
courses. 1L was only slowly, through a
syitlem of seminars, that we succeeded
i developing and raising the standard of
new teachers

The need for an educational programme
was felt even in the military fizld. In
{act, ot acerfalp siage of the development
eitort, the mdministration of the com-
mercial centres, all the many and vared
tasks of national  recomstruction could
not be implemented without' the spread
of o certamn level of knowledge. Thus,
simultancously with the Hieracy coures
in the army; we orpinised accelerated
courset of 6 months, one year and' two
years 1 order 1o enable the more capable
militants o finish promary. education and
take on  bigger responsibilities. After
wards, people were selected to/go 1O our
gecondany schonl on the basi of the
level of political consciousmess which they
had demonstrated, on their dedication to
the revolution and on their infellectaal
capocity, This system of selection proved
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highly successful; it redoced ) doamati
cally the number of faillures 38 comparad
willi those studenls who had atiended
miare conventional schools

The contents of the curriculum also de-
inanded deep reflection and furilher ela.
boration, It was obvious that we had
Ei¥ I\1'r||'|'|:||'|-3|l.' EUIEI]IE'I.'H. W“H i .‘_'h;d_r el
nkalist colour,  (The history of Portugal
for example). But the dl:'-'t']uprlu:rlt of
the educational work also showed that
we could not organke our Svstem by 8
mere ouching up of an estentially Portu.
guese system,  Qur general line had 1o be
conditioned by more fundamental ques
tions: . what is the objective of our cdu-
cation? I what way does it distinguish
itsell from the two other forms of edw
cation FHIE"F-iI|II1E I CRl Biely. e truid i
Tromal and colonial education?

J"LE,J"I the wnswer 1o these DW0 . PUEsErOns
had to come from the general |]cu.|{l||p|}-

ment af the struggle and fnom ihe podi-
tcal growth of the orpanisation. It was
the need for a new 1ife and & mone pree
cise defimition of our objectiver in the
liberated zones which gave fo olr edu-
catian programme, i [orm aad confent

Cur edocation, as our President said in the
message he addressed to the Second Ni-
licnal Conference of the Degariment of
Education and Culture in Aggost, 1970,
st give us oa Morambican Peisiaality

e
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r'-'l."r have achieved important successes in

e

. Y

L have 11 morg schools in Eastern Hn.my

itk

-

Eastern Mizesa in the field of Education.
Recently we opened 2 more schools, one
in Morrupa and another in Lugenda, In
the pilot school we have 166 pupils.  Last
year (1871} there wars abaut 100, out of
which BB took examinations, 29 pupils
patsnd inte the 2nd class: 20 passed into
the 3rd class and 10 to the 4th class, 79
failed their examinations. We still do not
have teachers for the 4th class in Eastern
Nissza. Wo therefore sent 6 of the 10
stucents who finished 3rd class o Tun-
duru Camp, 16 continue the 4th class. We
siecied the best studeénts. The other 4
WEFE gadin some  training in pedagogy
and were placed a3 teachers of the Tst
ciaz. ' Eaeh ond openod: a new school
While they teach they can continue

studying, and later on they will attend
thi 4th class,

The teachars have s vory Kesy work

they are also mesponsible for the cultural
programmes, participats in military action
in emergency situations, ardé agenmts: Tor
heslth prepagsnda among the people (ot
this vary momant there is a health edu-
eation adlres for  Hachors going | ond,
orgenige | production - activities in the
schoal, ete  Beudes the pilat centre, we

il E‘-“’.“

- 8 & it

I' L5 "'Ji-_."frh-.a
" '

witich assumes our reality and assimilates
critically and wathouot servility the ideas
and expenences of other people of the
world ot the same fime raRnsmitting to
them the fruit of our reflection and prac-
tices.

It Is necessary in tirn 1o identify precisely
the content both of traditional and colo
nial education in order: to fight agaimsi
their effects in our mentality and in our
social life.

In traditional society, gwen the 1ow level
of knowledge which chameterises it
superstition takes the plsce of <cience
and Blocks any séientific analysis of the
physical and social miligw in favour of the
supernaturdl, Through one of it mechs:
nisms for survival, traditional education
#ims at creating in the new generafions
pamivity and respect towardi aequided
ideas; it encourages the beliel in the
infatlible wisdom of the older generations
persomnified in the elders. With regard lo
women, tradition tries (o justify E::-.I:-;::l-
cally women's submission (o men.

mennd sears

{"ullodinl education i concerned  with
teaching only to the extent that it facl

litates further explaitation, It mms at
reinforcing division within the  colonisd
society by xeparating those who are- edu

eated and those whoare not. Among the
former, It encourages a fecling of shame
and later 3 despising of their culture and
traditions. [The marks left by this fype of
educaiion Jds an cven preater obsiache
THE establishment of the new types of
relsfions we want (o create IO !:lv:-:llpl-.'.
Morcover, even when the struggle againsi
the policy of astimulation docs become
clear on the plane of principle, It retains
many more subtle effects and manifesto-
hions. For one may strongly refect the
idex of becoming «a Black Portugueses,
but it it nonetheless certain this idea will
continue to breed inferiority complex a-
mong many Mozambicans, The con
vichion that our fraditonal culture his

no value has been for a long time deeply
inbedded In the minds of many of our
people.  For these reatons il has been
necesary to laench an infensive and
sell~conscious combal against such & men

tality. It was with this aim i mind that
the Department of Education and Culfure
organises cultural seminars where an o
ventory is made of the coltural wealth of
our prople.

Todsy a new culture & being developed
based on traditional forms with a new
content dictated by our new reality, This
reality is constituted first of all by the




liberation struggle itself, but also, by the
common  effort of Morpambicans orig-
nating from different places and tribes
who are united in the strupele for the
constrection of o new Mozsmbigque. From
this point of view, culture plays an im-
portant role in the reinforcement of ns-
tional wnity. The dances which arc per-
formed today in the Iiberated regons are
no longer  dances of Cabo Delgado, o1
Tete or Nigasa, The militants from other
regions there bring their way of living,
their dances, their songs, and from this a
new culture, national in its form and
revolutionary in content, i born.

“destined feaders'”

Revolutionary education must am- al
destroying the comupt ideas and habits
inheriled from the past; develop the
scientific spirit in order to eliminnie
superstition; promote the ememence of
a national culturé; hguidats individualitm
and elitism,

These are not abstract problems: o hard
struggle had to be waged inside the organi-
sation agains! those tendencies when a
siperiority complex which was the regult
of an elitict mentality developed in ooy
secondary ‘school. Imbued with the ideas
acquired in the colonialist socicty that
those who had education were destined 1o
be lenders, some puplls pf the tecondary
school, contemptuous of the masies, e
fusedd (o participate in the warwhich they
considered o5 3 nop-intellectual actvity,
they preferred to sit back 'and wait. for
victory in comforl

The problem which is posed today is
whether the progress of our country &
the task of 2 few or whether it must be
the result of the effort of the whole
people. . The answer which springs from
the practice of our liberation struggle &
abwiously the latter. Without the active
andl sible participation of the maises
what could the few doren FRELIMOQ
militants have done? Our choice lesds
us also to reject formal academic edu-
cation ms the only lepitimate kind of
learning and to emphasize instead broader
and more permanent forms of educatior.
This shift in emphasis s also necessary if
we are ta undertake the general education
activity which is implicit in our political
PTOETAITITIE.

It & obvious that such cultural con-
ceptions bring potential political contra-
dictions to the fore, both domestically
and on the intermational plane. For the
senlighteneds minority which would lead
our country would be the best guarmics
of the maintenance of exploitation and

eline of the firt problams wa tried to
solve in the field of social pssistance, was
the case of children whose parents had
died in the war, or whoia parents had na
conditions to take care of them. Itk
a serious problem, becouse if they are
given to thelr uncles or other relatives,
tha children will be used as cheap manual
labour. It was thus traditionally, before
the war in this rogion of Esmtern Mimss.

In 1970 we registored all orphans and old
people who had nobody to look after
tham, We gathered all the children ina
place with soma women to tnke care of
them. But we had no experience — we
Hrmited oursslvis 0 giving them food.

When comrade Josina Machel was ap-
pointed Head of the Section ol Social
Affairs, she came to our Provinos and we
studied topether the situation.  She gave
us 8 very precise onentation — and it was
on the bath of those directives that we
foundad the children’s centra which i1
called today «Jdosine Machel Infantarios.,

Wa started with B children. At ths begin-
ning we had problems — the population
sould not understand the importance of
the Centre. But gradually they under-
L::nnd. The first children were 8 — 10

"Social assistance for war victims )

years old Az thay wore already of
school age, we sent them to tho pilot
school, whare they became boarders. At
the Centrn we now receive only small
children. When they are 7 years old, they
are tromsferred to the pilot school. The
main problem is food, specially habry's
milk. Hers we are much dependont on
external aid.

The disabled and sick people without &
family slso get special attantion from
FRELIMD. It is the District Committes
or the Locsl Committes that looks after
them. I they have a shamba, the Com-
mittee ensures that it s conveniently
troated.  They recelve all they need —
food, clothing and necessities such as
salt, soap, matches, aic.

Our alm regarding the military people who
are mutilated but not completely dis
ahled is to rohsbilitate them socially.
But we - are still ot in 8 condition to
g sehabilitation centres.  Therelore,
wo tako them to the most secure Tones
and place them in schools, hospitals or
artisan cantredl.  Whila they help in tha
gerral work, they lesm how to read and
write and mequire some notions of nur-
sing or any artisan skill,

the | preservation ol foreign atepests m
Mocambagque. | It iz therefore notl sul
prising that, @5 with other fighling o
panisations, Mozambican students in the
westem countrics are subjected fo all the
resclionary pressures and influsnces which
promote elitist sentiments. This remains
fior us o continuing problem

One method which we hive adopted in
order to discourage the development of
guch elitist jdeas is the encouragement
af a linton between the student and the
masses. Thus, onc of the most impartant
innoviliont i our tchool oyllabue hs
been the introducing of productive acte
vities. Moreover, this has 2 sccond bene-
fit beyond the crucial socio-political as
pect which we have boen underlining:
it also ensures that primary education i
al least p]ﬂ_l}' 11-.:H:r.;|.li|'::|r|.i|. be. that it
brings some benelits to the students and
to their families by including the teaching
of such artisan skills 35 carpentry, mechs
nics, Lailoring, ete,

The education programme  faces other
difficulties as well, among them the re
sistance on the part of parents o sending
their daughters to school, Parents tend
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to consider their daughters in terms of
the wealth they will gain from dowries
al the time that the girls marry, The risk
that the girl's chance for o profitable
marriage will be spoilt by her going 1o
scheol makes many parents refuse to
serid their datghters there. And initiation
rites have a similarly negative role. In
many regions, after the initiation rites,
the girls must stay at home awaiting
marriage, a practice which means the
definitive  cessation of their education.
The Political Commisarial and the 'Wa
men's Detschment are involved in the
wark of mobilising people and ex plaining
the advantsge of education in order to
change this negative attitude of the pa-
rents fowards their daughtere

The health programme which has been
developed began with the fist medical
unity attached to the guerrillns.  That
unit's main task way to treat the wounded
fighters. But it soon became apparent
that the most serious health problems
were among the population. In large
aress of Mozambique, the people hxd
nevel even seen o murse, ket along a doc-
tor. Medical personnel were always con-
centrated in areas with a high density of
Europeans

The enemy il bombings which caused
casunlties amongst the people consider-
ably aggravated this situation, and forced
aur health units to concentrate their ef-
forts on the population, 1t was imrme-
diately evident that their numbers were
much too small for this task, and we had
to organise mpld courses 1o train Arst-aid
pervonnel.  Only later were we able 1o
orgaiie courses for medical assistant.
Chnce agaln, In elaborating our program:
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THE HEALTH SERVICES

The old lady who came with her daughter-
-l for treatment at the M. . . .. First
Aid Post had been hit the previous day
by projectiles fired from a Portuguese
helicopter, and it was only dug to the
immediate- arrival on the scene of militia-
men that she had come out of it with two
mifor  injuries.  Her old husband  had
fared rather worse with a broken leg, and
win baing transfarred to the Central Pro-
vincial . Hospital.  Close by the two wor
mien, & fighter had just had a slight batile
wound treated,

Despits their misfortune, they wers still
lucky to happen on & good period, since
the post had medicines in stock. Indead,
deipite the distingt progres made e
garding supplies, the madicines arnd haslth
efquipment availabie are very scant for
tackling the serious situation inherfted
fram colonialism, which Hos been firther
aggrovated by the répression,

Added. 1o the diseases mast prevalent In
the argas \which are todwy libsrated —
beriberd, malmutrition, ansamvia, parasitic
disases, conjunctivits, scabiles, ringwaorm,
trachomao, | dental eories, imalarla, vess,
tuberculosts, |eprosy, steeping sickness,
smallpgx, hydrocelia, rheumatism, mes-
slos, gaiter, bilharriosis — thare am now
war wounds and their after-effects, tote
rus, ett. These are & result of battles or,
much more often, of enemy bombing
and strafing directed sgainst the people

The FRELIMO Haalth Senvices are facing
up to this situstion with both preventive
and curative programmes.  The former

includis 8. permanent health education
carmpaign which is carried out throughout
the liberated regions with the active par

ticipation not only.of the Health Services,
but of all FRELIMO bodies — military
baes, village commitiess, schools, ete,

During the holideys school-children ac

companied by teachers go into the wil

lages armed with health education hand

books to tell the people the essential pre

cepts of preventing the infectious diseases
most common under tropical conditions,
In addition, patients who are hospitalised
ane given training which enables them to
become active hiealth education agents in

their villages on their returm hom.

The Health Services alio organise mass
vacoination campdigns for the militanis
and the people, especially thote freed
from énemy daldeamentoss  (strategic

hamiets), where health conditions are
mare than precarious and epidemics &
bound. Besides large-scale smallpox vac
cination which has already been given to
hundreds of thousands of inhabitants of
the |iberatd areas, smbller vaccinstion
campaigns have also been organised &
ganst tetanus, measles, poliomyelitis, tu-
berculosis, typhus and cholers,  The
greatest difficulty in this respect i the
lack of equipment for this type of cam-
paign, like vaccinators and refrigerators.

Still in connection with preventive medi-
cing, patients suffering from such conts
grous diseases as leprosy are solated snd
two quanantine stations have been estab:
tished for them in MNiassa Provinge.

It has proved possible 1o reduce the very
figh infant mortality rate to some extont
By eliminating two of it major causes:
wimbelical teranus and post-natal malaria
Uther, calizes, such 85 the lack of proper
fonds, can be eliminated anly in the
long run by improving the diet of new-
born babies end advancing the work of
the ehild care eantrey,

the aetvwork

Curative. medicine Is provided at the
health centres set up throoghout the
tiberaled arsis. The first Provincial Hos-
pilal was estabiished in Cobo Delgado Pro-
vinca in 1868, s00n to be followed by the
establishment that same year of other
mobile rogional hespitaly in the western
and eastern regions of Niassa Province,
The Regional Hospitsl jn the southern
région of that provines wis loter estab-
lished. Afuer the streggle was launched in
Tete Provines, a Provincial Central Hos
pital -was established in that province

Thesa hospitals, which ars the main
health centres, completed the network of
madium-sized  and smallor health posts
already credted. These are the stationary
of mobile District: Medical Posts (PMD)
#nd First Aid Posts (PPS). The estab-
lishmaent of such posts depends on the
population density.  For instance, in the
gastern and western regions of Niasa
Province there is in each region:

I Regional Central Hospital (HCR)
T Distrigt Medical Posts (PMD)

& First Aid Posts (PPS)

1 ouarantine station

whereas in Cabo Delgado Provines, with
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its-vary mueh grester population densty;
wi have:

1 Provineral Central Hospital (HCP)
17 Distnict Madical Posis {PRE)
B0 First Aid Posts [PPS)

The medical and poremedical stalf in
that province  (Cabo Delgado)  alone,
ranges batwetn 326 and 340 persons. 1Y
wit recall that in 1968 the total pumber
of health workears in all the provinoes was
fess than 400, we will gat an idea of the
progress that has been made.

Wl L
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Statistics on  patient attendance uring

the last guarter of 1971 give a picture of
i hogtpital’'s activity:

Men 1,874
Wirman £, Jikl
Tetal 4,183
Cured 1,008
Condition fmproved 1,800
Condition unchanged 84
Biecansmd -3
Trarefermed to another Hospital i |
GContinued the troatmaent 1,050

Tenth sxtraction or minor

WrpEry 214
Intramuscular injectiont 4,350
Intravenpus injections 3,382

At the M oo Distriet Modical Pogt a
total of 583 patients attanded during that
M peiriod

In more sorious cises our Health Services
used to avall themselves of the cooperation
of hospitals in friendly countries to which
tha waundad Bnd senoushy ill were eve
cusled. However, with the progress of
the war and the expansion of tho Fberated
argas, our Health Services started to feal
tho noed for a FRELIMO hospital sbroad
which could also serve as a training centre.

On 16 June, 1970, ten yaars 10 the day

after the Mucda massscro in which aix
hundred  Mozrambicans were dlaughtensd

h.a

-
r
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in: eold biood by the Portyguess, the
Fresacdent  af FRELIMO- opened the
Ambrico’ Boavida Hodpital, narmed after
the st Angoten doctor to fall on ihe
figdd: of honour, " 'With' 5 staff of 37 per
S0y |r1{|uI:||I'-f| o doctors, one of whom
i% 8 surgeon, the Américo Boavida Hos-
pital parmanantly carés for dorens ol
patients with its infirmaries, laboratory,
pharmacy, operating block and sutide
cansultations.

The progeess of the Health Servicdgs,
howewer, is boing held up by’ the shortage
af matefial ond of quadified staff. 1n
order to alleviate the [atter shortege, we
e soant students tof stiidy medicing in
Varous- countries and organised cur own
MUFsing cowrses, which train an average of
twa batches of 20 pupils each year, o
woll b orural medicsl Eeds ond first-aed
mszistanis.

mes we ddapted the tesching to mest our
present requiremenis,

There were additional hzalth difficultics
created: by the tansfer of people into
new villages in the bush for secority rea-
soms, at the time of vicious enemy mcur-
sons. ‘And to firther complicate matters,
a smallpox cpidemic broks outl in [963
which ¢ould only be controlied by &
massive innoculation campaign. However,
in its firsi phase alone, the. campaign
witnessed the waccination of more than
LOU,OU0 people. This success based on the
high - political level of the masses and the
sofidity of wur structures, far exceeding
any: similar project that the Portugucse
had underiaken!

In spite of all the difficultics, we wore
thus abie to establish a stable network of
Facilities inside the country, starting with
the healih posts af distnet level end later
with central hospitale 3t provincial or
regional level, At the same time we deve-
loped: mobile and  semimobile health
umits to réach a wider number of people,

An important Eatt of our health-system
B othit thé sick people are not - passive
when they are i haspetal, 1f his phyviscal
condition &nd courst’ Of treatment’ per-
mits,  the patient % engaped i pro-
ditetive work, -or follow a course in hy-
gigne which cnables him o become an
agentof hvgiene propaganda when he
retums th fis locality. By integrating
the -patieat in 1he process of recon
struetion, we eliminate at the same Hime,
the pegative’ and depressing * effect o
passieity, which is the traditionad attitode
of the patient

sehence amd sHpersifion

We had (o face many other difficulties as
well, namely the strength of traditional
medicine which in some reglons wis the
only oné being practied.  The fight
against antikhygienic and anti-scientific
practises was made difficult by the resis-
tance offercd by the witchdocior wh
W Lheir momopoly threatened. * Much
explanation and conerete work wid neces
sary to demonstrate the advantage of the
wcientific  medicite Wwhich was being
brought by FRELIMO, This is anim-
portant moment in the confrontation bet-
WeRn senoe Jrld '-.I.I.I!lrl'l sRlnoen.

Thus, the work of natonal reconstrustion
represents ongmally an answer 1o coh-
crete needs and situations. But the poli
tical implizations of the whole process
go far beyond,

For, first of all it enables us (o give a
condret: combent fo the political pro-
gramme ormulsted by the first Congress
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Health in

eastern niassa

The Health Sorvices stierted

i Epstern  MNinssa in 1965

wath only 2 contres due 1o

Inck of cadres ard: medicines

Only In 19687, wern wo ablo

to increase  the number of

poits &nd create & real gtrue-

ture, The structum compri-
sos today one Centrol Hospi-
tol, 7 District Maedical Posts
and B First-aid posts. The
District Medical Posts are in
direct linison and depend on
the Central Hospital, . The

First-aid Posts come directly
under the P.M.D.. The gene-
ral eo-ordination is dong by
the Ceniral Hosplital.

Ax for Health Officials in the
Province, there is a Rogional
Chief and his deputy, who,
together with the secretary
and the Chisf Medical Assis
ant, constitute the Parmanant
Health Commitiee. The Com-
mittee  siudies the medical
cases of the region, the discr
plinary problems of the health
personnel, and orientates the
programme of the Health Sar-
viGes in the Province. In each
mirdieal centre there sre an
k_mufng-: of 2 medical assistants

oepopt in the Central MHogpé-
Tal whare there are @,

Nesttyy \the hospital there i
o rmifitary base, ‘with soldiers
whio patras the region, defend
the patients  aml evocunte
them in cats of efemy incur-
sion. Soldiars and medical por-
sonnel waork side by side in
aimost all the programmas —
including patrolling and pro-
duction, On the other hand,
everybody & subject to the
discipling establishod by the
military bage,

The daily programme at tha
hospital, under normal con
ditions, is as follows:

Waking up a8t 4.0 am

Lleaning up to 500, From
b = @ physical exercises. At
s we disperse, according to
our tasks. The medical ssais.
tants and nurses go and freat
tha hospitalised peopla, steri-

lise the syringes and propare
all the matorisl. The people
coming for consultaton and
treatraent start arrving at 7
a.m.  In the sfternoon it is
tima for work in the felde

AL night we have political or

medical classes, talks an hy-
grrnw, and literacy classes for
the intermess 'who want and
can attend them, and for the
soldiars 8t the base. The me

dical #ssistants wha arrive

fromn the &xterior mMust ander
ga thret months of practical
work in the Central Hospltal
for us to know their political

and techinical level: afterwards
they are placed in different
posts acoording to their quali-

fications.

In each hospital thare & an
oneduty officer who  Supar-
wvises the work af tha Hospl
fil and {5 on call'for 24 hours:
There is also a Chief of Sup
plies @nd ong Comrede nes-
porgable  for cooking The
first & mesponsible for the
distribution of food to the
Hospital snd base:” Ho works
in collaboration with the me
dical msistants on the gues
thon of ‘diety

moted in the pegple

Qur Cantral Hospital has al-
rmady Bean in-the same rona
for three and a half vears,
This means that it B deaply
roledd Cin the life'nd thie peo-
ple. Bosichas the sut-patients:
numbering about 20 — 30
perzons a day, we have about
30 beds for in patiente Thes
ore divided inte several cate-
aries

11 Thos who come from
wery Tar, sant by the First-add
posts bocausa they cannot be
trodted thara

I) The very sericud cased
3 Thoe who have ta fol-
low @& certain course of treat:
ment — ke tablets or in-
jactions several times a day a1
fixed hours, or spocial dists

The 30 beds are insufficient
and we are working to in
creaze their number.

One impartant point s that
tha pacple of thit region had
never known a hospital or

pxperienced any Kind of me
dical = scientific  treatment
during the colonial tima. The
nearest hospital was 5 days
swiy. This he resulted in
the problem of our having o
fight! the tendency of the
population 1090 Lo thewitch.
doctors rather than consult
the Hespital. In this respect,
the comrades. of the Women's
Detachment have played a
VENY ImMpartant mla, COM Ty
cing the people (o come 1o
the. Hospital. The wWomen
alwn participate in tha cém-
paign  -of hesith sducation
jssrched by the Haalth Ser-
vices in the Provinoce

many diseases

The most freguent diessss
in the Provinde are bad nut-
rition, Bronchitis and skin di-
seates.  There o alis leprosy
in this province. In 1863 we
started 1o tackle thi problem
W identified and reqistened
all the cowss af feprody. In
1871 wa created @ leproso
Fikim i placa wheré tha
lepars live and receive medical
care.  Wa are faced with a
socidl problem: the familbes
o nof want 1o o apart
from them. But while the
results of tha treatment are
apparent, the siuation be
comes better — none th lepars
themseives ask for traatment
and insist on going to theo
laprosgiuim.

Even more serious . is sleeping
sickness, It is very difficult
to disgnose and its external
symploms appear only in the
advanced phase, Wea amg
studying the problem,

From November 1871 to Jan-
wary 1972, wa'identified 112
cimei of Bitharzia — in the
zong of the Cantral Hospital
alone, Buil we know that the
numbar of people sifected by
this ilingss s much  higher,
The fight ngainst it i linkad
with the health education and
hygiena campaign we have
launched,
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Al the same tme, the liberated regions
reinforce unity and homogenity. At the
beginning of the struggle, when elements
from other regions came fo participate
in the strugele, they were considered as
SUTInECrs — even i as strangers who came
to help. Yet in the process of the strugsle
and in  the contact among the people
which it demanded, the population star-
led to feal that there were nol foreigness,
but that we were united in a comman

struggle

However, the situation became absolutely
clear oply in the prosess of concrete
naticnal reconstruction.. It was not a
question of being united 1o destroy. We
were united in the construction of our
country, even when participating m the
development of & region . whith wad Aot
originally our home.

kb is not surpriding then, thal teday the
perople have come almost (o laks this
unity for ganted; now no one ake that
the leadérs be from their own région:, the
only criterion i that such leaders be seen
io have the mterests of the peopla at
Heart.

Such schisvements have aleo srnhled us
to. present, through the practice of FRE:
LIMO militants and the activitics of the
miastes. @ progrissive model of sociely
Al thesame time, the possibility o openly
organise, to freely circulate to @xXchanpe
expenences, enablod amorg homogeneous
development of the orgapisation and of
our country, further weakening the dan-
ger of unequal developmient of the re-
gions or of different sectors of activity,

sirengih and cofrexion

Moreover, at 3 level of the Hberation
wrmy, the liberated regions enabled ux 1o
considerably enhance the. strength of our
prganisation and 10 remlorce cohesion
and. internal discipline, thus preven ting
military  units from becoming mere
rosming bands. And the lajson with the
miaazcs was belng reinforced through reck
procil solidarity

This. progress Is obviously important for
1" number of  reasons. 5-1-.'[': liberated
regions serve, (or example, o3 an atirecs
tive and convineing alternative to the peo
ple in, regions still controlled by the
enemy and are a source of encouragemen
o them. But above all, the basic Pk
remains; . the libersted rones are playing
a vital role in the clarification of owur
political line and thus the shaping of
the Hevolution in Morambicgue.

FOREIGN POLICY

If you ask a FRELIMO representative
abroad what most #truck him in tha
course of his work, ha will o doubt tell
you that it was the widespread gnorance
among the general public of the nature,
and oven of the existence, of the colonial
situation in Mozambioue.

Braaking the curtain of silance inten

tionally thrown around Portuguese colo-

nial rule, exploding the myth of overseas
provinoes juridically a3 part of Portugat,
a mystilication which Portugal had liiile
difficuley in selling to the world commu-
nity until the beginning of the sixties,
and establishing friendly relations of sofi
darity with the anti-colonialist countries
#nd forces in the world — these were the
objectives FRELIMO set iself at the in-
ternational fevel, since they affectad the
immediate implementation of i85 pro
gramimes,

Portuguess action in the fiftie was basad
on a mixtire of propaganda 'on the uni-
gua brand of multi-racisliem they claimad
to b practising and a policy of deliberate
silence aimed ot not attracting (oo much
attention. This explains why the 1951
constitutional reform in whigh the colo-
nies wore renamed overseas provinces, 5o
at 1o prepare the woy for Portugal’s entry
into the UN, took place withaut arousing
much commant.. There not boing much
curiosity 8t that time, few foreign ob-
cervers panetrated the curtain of silence,
apart from journalists in the senice of
colonial propaganda, like those antrusted
with thoorising on, elusodropicalisms.

FRELIMO' information work; therefore
started Trom scraich, 11 had to make
known the axistenca of the country, its
geographical position and the predomi:
nant featurgs of colonial exploitation.
Even  today some of owr publications
carry basic facts on our country which
are still Wsttle Enown,  This work was
indispenzable, since one cannot show
solidarity for whot one does not know.

During  this  period such international
platforms as the LN through (18 Come
mittes on  Decolonisation, Bnd  various
International  meekings  like the confe-
rénces of mass people’s organisaticns,
oifored o valuable forum for informing
the world. At the same time, pubfi-
catioms addressed o world opinion were
brought out in foreign languages. The
reguiar publication of Mozambigue Revo-

lution, organ of FRELIMO, @med at
making our country  and our  Strogghs
known, dates back to that period

The most resounding biow to colgnial
silemce was, however, the launching of
the armed struggle Tor liberation in the
three colonies, World opinion was deeply
affected by the horrors of the eEnsuing
represston and the spotlight thrown on
retrograde colonialism.

However,  the prime objective was s
sentialhy that of launching an armed reve
lutignary process which would lead to the
complieta liberalion of the country. Ohee
ing to the concrete conditions of Portu-
guese colonialism and the experience of
représsion, the predominant f not un
animous  conviction within our orgeni-
£ation was that action at the international
bevel should oloy a-subordinate role and
thet-while it was of course imporiant, i1
shiould ahways be secondary in our strug
glc.

Thesi, therefore, were the content and
limitti.of our work abroad:  denouncing
eodomalism and develomng ralations with
gounirbes. and, peoples who supported our
strupale, in order to creata the conditions
for lawnching and developing the ermod
Strupole.

Such relations were important, since it
wits thanks to this solidarity that we wors
able to train the first fighters and obtain
the first arms.

the main support

In this Hret phice, the support of bwo
forces was docisive & regands external
md: the Afrkcan countries and the so-
cialist countries. The creation of tha
Qrgantsation of African Unity in 1863
and tha inclusion in its programmé of tha
liberation of Africa asa pricrity objective
constituted @ powerful lever for inter-
national protest action.

African countries hmee given substontial

help since the start of our strugghe,
materially but especislly iogistically. Tha
OAU has always recognised FRELIMO as
the only representative  of the fighting
Mozambican peopbe and fruitful relations
of e-oparation wers established with the
OAU Liberation Committes. Howsver, it
in 1o be hoped thal new organic forms af
co-oparation will be found within the
Organisation of African Unity, reflecting




the fact that the struggle we am waging ix
il common struggle.

Wa look upon the socialist countries as
our natural allres,  Because of their poli-
tcal fine, their experience of struggle
and their principled anti-imperialist and
anti-colonalist stand, they & & whole have
given we considerable political snd mate.
rial support, without which our stroggle
would not have reached i prewent stage.
Duveloping thess relations i, for us, ong
of the candinal points in our external rela-
tions, within the framework of streng
thening the ties between all the anti-
imperialist forces.,

With the lounching of the srruggle snd
th. changad conditiond, it was esentsal
to further mobilise frendly countries, so
thiat their help should develop Mong with
the development of the war, From this
point of view, the successes achieved on
tha battiatisld were & mossure of the
seripusness of Gur organisation and the
determination of the fightors.

natn — a major nbstacle

AL the same time, ong conglution had to
be drawn. Fﬂrlugai Wi nol in § position
10 pursud @ Wi on thiee frohts relying
anly on il own resourcet. CAK lTrom
western  countries,  gither bilateral or
through NATO, became ane of the main
stiys of the prozecution | of tHE "E8TEHTal
wiir, A5 the situation déveloped, this akd
Wis 10 betama one of the major obsiacles
slunrllng in thy way of our country’s libe-
FATIGN.

Morsover, with -3 visw o strengthening
thase bonds” and more closely involving
i imperialist allies In the colonial swar,
Partigal hipd mpde some changess In (s
colomal economic poliey.  Large terri-
jorial  concessions and taxation facilities
wepa granted o lomgh compans: The
fiow of investments that followed drew
westeérn countries into clowr association
wilth Portuguess coloniallsm

DEncuncing this mil tiform western capl
falist aid to Porfugal thordfore becime an
urgent task o at’ the international level.

This wat 1o @ large extént the work of the
Support Committees sef up in most of
the western countries, made up of pros
gressve militants, trade unicnists, palitical
parties. and young people of all creeds
who ware deaply disturbed by the role
af therr sountry was playing in porpetua
ting colonialism. Rermarkable rosults
ware achieved In fome cawes, & in the
campaign againgt Swedish participation
in the Cahors Badea schame, for example.

Even where collusion batween economic
ANTeTprises and the armamants: feciories
and bourgeois gowernmonts partially frus-
trated these campaigns, public opinion
wits nevertheless informed of the kind of
interasts At aveke and of the support
that their governments, under the influ-
ance of private economic interests, were
giving to & colonial government. Fur-
themore, these campalgns made it possible
To launch programmes o inform people
gbout pur coundry and our struggle and
created  the foundations for militant
friendship and fighting identification bet-
ween 'our people and tha progressive
masEs in capitaliet countrigs in the strug
ﬂu Byt the  COMMOon  enamy: 1
parialism

Al the same Time, 0 certain countries a
public  wivich ™ hsd "B thus mobilised
made governments with traditional ties
wilh Portugal diszociate thamsslvas from
ity colonial polbcy end give & certain
amount of material support To the e
ration  struggle, a5 was the case with
the scandinavian countries and Hollahd

Armong the now farces whieh have a-

socisted themseives with the fight sgainst
Portuguese  colonialism, mention should
be made of the Wordd Council af
Churches, which has given maoral supgort
and granted financial aid 1o the liberation
mavEmen ts.

people's solidarity

But perhaps the modt significant aspect
af this salidanty — in any cisa that
which moves us more and has more Tar-
reaching political effocts for our struggle

has been the development of forms of

popular aid through the establichmoent of
direct relations between our people and
the pooples of certain westarn countries,
There has been the twinning of the Cabo
Delgade Contral. Hospital in & liberated
region of Mozambigue and the Santa
Maria Muova Communal Hospital at Feg
giot  Emilia in Italy, which significantly
strengthened the ties between the masses
of the people in both our countries, A
similar initistive was taken with the &
tablishment of a friendship pact batwesn
the commune of Bologna and FRELIMO s
Education Centre &t Tunduru.

Relations of correspondingly. far-reaching
political importance have #dso dovelopad
with the democratic anti-colonialist Por-
tugeese forces, From the very outset we
considerad that our struggle was directed
against Portieguese ' colonlalism and not
BEingt the Portugeess people, 1t was
therefore natural that relations of co
operation should be ectabliched with pro-
gressive Portuguese forces on the basis of
full recognition of our right 1o immediate
andl complote indepandence, Apan from
gxchanging information, the fimt con-

cretd forms of co-operation took place in
eannection with deserters from the cale
nial srmy who prosented themsslves on
the  battlefield and were evacuated in
co-oporation with the forces opposed to
the war,  Thess organisations also did lm-
portamt work in denouncing the colonial
war wihich, despite the harsh conditions of
police représsion, proved effective.  Ine

gead, tend of thousands of young men
have “emigrated abroad to eicape con:
soription,  This solidarity was decisively
strengthendsd by tha dirgtt Schon of ant-
el omialigt Fnrluguum militants againgt
thie colanial war machinery, which started
in Detaksir, 1970;

The very nature of our ‘war makes it »
part of ihe general strupgle of the peoples
for indepandence and freedom, Our full
solidarity is therefore for all the fighting
peoples, Trom Angola t6 Indochina and
Latin America.  The closest relations are
without a doubt, those deviloped with
the peoples of the Porfuguess colonfos of
Angola and Guinea Bissau, with whom we
arg united by orgonic ties within the
frameswork of the CONCP — Conterance
of Nationalist Qrganisation in the Poriu-

GuEse colonihes, Asiationy are alss bring
strengthened with the pooples: and figh
ting organisations af South Africa, Lim-
batvwe and MNamibis, relations born of #
common  desting but alko & 8 cone
satuence of the close co-operation which
exils betwean the while powers in Sou-
thiern  Adrica, which has already reached
the stoge of military co-oporation and
direct intervention
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” We are mobilised to fight and win a protracted
people’s war. We are in a position increasingly to
transform our growing political consciousness into
a material force which will crush the enemy, no
matter how powerful they may be, The unity achieved
among us, the dividing line that has been drawn
beiween us and the reactionary elements, the cla-
rification of our political line and the purification
that has taken place within our ranks, have given
our organisation new vigour, strengthening the mas-
ges' confidence in FRELIMO and the leadership,
making the people deeply aware of the objectives of
the struggle ™.

SAMORA MACHEL, 259-1971






