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In a recent speech, Alfred Nzo, ANC
Secretary General, vigorously condem-
ned those who are working for a poli-
cy of fraternization oand occomodation
with South Africa. He said that he was
alarmed thot “President Houphouet
Boigny should find it oppropriote lo
condemn the armed struggle against
South Africa precisely ot a time when
the great majority of the world is de-
claring its legitimacy.”

*The substitution of diologue for or-
med struggle”, he declared, "is a
gross betrayal of the people of South
Africa.”

As we write, the manoeuvres for dio-
logue are gaining momentum. lvory
Coast, Malagasy. Niger and Dahomey,
ond various other states linked to
France are pressing with varying de-
grees of insistence for moves to eng-
age rocist South Africa in talks. Is it
not remarkable thot these states, most
of whom are far removed from South
Africa should be so anxious to sup
with Vorster? Con it be their own,
African, interests they are advancing
or those of other powers? Obviously it
is France that is playing a major beh-
ind-the-scenes role in this shomeful
affair. Having mode a minor gesture
to the O. A. U. on the sale of helicop-
ters she is now putting pressure on
others to remedy the resulting incon-
venience. Since French arms connot
be sold openly because of O.AL. re-
sistance she now seeks to use her
African ollies to create a climote more
favourable for French purposes.

Joining in this unhappy symphony is
Chief Lecbua Jonathan who urges
"quiet diplomacy, however slow and
difficult, as the best way of assisting
Blad peoples in countries under mi-
nority rule.” And this willing captive
of South African imperialism advises
that it is suicidal for Blacks in Southarn
Africa to rise against the white rulers.
At the same time Chief Leabua also
congratulates the United Stotes for
encouraging dialogue and contact as
the best means of solving South Afri-
ca's problems.

_I So it is thot in almest every instance

DIRLOGUE IS BETRAYAL

where there is a call for talks there is
also brought forward in justification a
wholly defectist view of the armed
struggle. All thot has been gained in
terms of pride and dignity by the oct
ions of Africa’s brave guerrillas is min-
imised by men who seem to want to
turn the other cheek. We could per-
haps learn to put up with prophets of
gloom if it were not for the danger
that an otmosphere of dialogue might
moke it possible for our enemies to
isolate the liberation movements poli-
tically and show them to be ‘extre-
mists’, men of violence, - stubbomn
people who prefer to toke a destruc-
tive course. Such a climate would mili-
tate agaoinst our prospects of getting
oid ond of throwing international op-
inion meaningfully ogainst the racist
regimes in Africa.

Even the mere suggestion thot talks
might be useful is disservice since it
necessarily implies that the other side
might concede something. Once this
is accepted then those who oppose
negotiation are made out to be less
reasonable even than the enemy.
Against such a situation we have o
right to protest vigorously.

A WARM RESPONSE IN 5.A.

In South Africa itself the news of the
lvory Coast proposals met a warm
response. During a Tronsvoal Natio-
nalist Party Congress delegates unani-
mously supported a resolution calling
on the Government to throw everyth-
ing into the campaign to win friends
ond influence people in Africa. And
the Johannesburg Star commented,
"Nothing would help the ‘verligte’
cause in South Africa more thon a
really important breakthrough in our
relationships with Black Africa.” Need
we add that their gain is our loss, and
that of Africo too?

Fortunately most African stotes see the
matter in a different light. Zambia re-
cently closed twelve business concerns
with South African and Rhodesian
connections. She has olse not only
conducted a vigorous compaign
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agoinst the sale of arms to South
Africa but she has taken a number of
initiatives to discourage talks. Tan-
zgonia has been equally insistent on

thess [ssues.

To suggest that Zambia should engage
in tolks with South Africa is the same

as asking Guineo to negotiate with
Portugal. Both countries have taken
up a position in support of liberation
movements, both are committed to the
destruction of colonial relics in Africa.
Anyone who takes up a contrary aotti-
tude is therefore not only breaking the
unity of Africa in its struggle against
Portugal and South Africa, but is also
ignoring the military interventions suf-
fered by Guinea and Zombia at the
hands of the racists.

Increasing support for dialogue is now
emanating from the United States.
Two senior diplomats visited South
Africa last year and then caolled for
continued contacts. The same refrain
is token up in differing forms by
so many other suspect sources that
there Is sufficient ground to believe
that there is indeed a concerted effort
by Impericlism working with South
Africa to enable her to break out of
the sea of hostility which surrounds
her outside her borders. This is not
the first time there has been this sort
of collusion, but this particular camp-
aign is more dangerous than previous
ones for it depends on the use of o
Trojon Horse. What more effective way
to undermine the ropidly extending
aonti-apartheid movement in all conti-
nents than by means of a breach in
Africa itselfl

DIALOGUE WILL FAIL

And what is dialogue supposed to
achleve that years of exchanging spee-
ches ot the United Nations could not.
Was there insufficient opportunity for
talking then? One would have thought
that there was perhaps too much. How
many concessions did the infomous
U.N. Carpio commission of 1961 gain
for the conscience of the world? Talk?
Talk with South Africa is idle.

There must be no doubt in anyones
_ mind about the real situation focing
the oppressed people of Southern
Africa at this time. There hos been a
hardening of postures on either side of
the battlelines with greater commit-
ment to struggle than ever before. It is
lllusory to think that dialogue will pre-
vent South African planes providing
support for the Portuguese troops in
que as they did recently in

the offensive in the north. Dialogue
will also not inhibit Vorster from build-

ing a base ot Lilongwe from where
South African planes will dominate the
skies of the whole of Southern Africa
and more. Dialogue will not bring
about a withdrawal of South African
advance forces from Caprivi, or from
Zimbabwe, were they threaten not only
the liberation armies but also Zombia
itself.

South Africa has shown that she will
not retreat no matter what people
say. Instead she will readily use every
sign of appeasement in those opposed
to her for further encroachment on the
continent of Africa. Like every imperio-
list state she cannot and has no des-
ire to curb her appetite. She is now
launched on an irreversible drive north
penetrating economically, politically
and militarily in o desperate thrust for
markets and spheres of influence. She
will not be restrained by diologue nor,
let it be known, will she modify her
internal policies one whit. For this sto-
tement we hove Vorster's word. Dio-
logue, he has said, would have to be
on the basis of non-interference in
domestic affairs.

SOWING CONFUSION I AFRICA

Just as contacts between Black stotes
and South Africa will create doubts

internationally about the validity of our

armed struggle, so it will also intro-
duce confusion into the rest of Africa.
For those who are prepared to tolk to
Vorster will soon be prepared to trade
as well. And once South Africa pene-
trates by way of trade, the rest of the
imperialist process will follow on only
too noturally. This was certainly the
case in Malogasy where Mr Pierre
Ulimann, o Johannesburg business-
man built up o wide connection which
was then used os o bridgehead to

establish political links. The some
technique was once ottempted in Ke-
nya and no doubt it will be repecated
elsewhere. First come the foceless out-
side neutral negotiators, then the bu-
sinessmen, then the diplomots follo-
wed by military intelligence.

Does Africa wont to follow the exam-
ple of Malowi where the most recent
visitor was, appropriately enough, the
Minister of Bantu Administrotion and
Development and Bantu Education,
Mr M. C. Botho, the man responsible
for Bantustans in South Africa.

The method of neo-colonialism has
now become easily recognisable. Whe-
ther ‘it be the work of British or South
African agents the results are similar:
the undermining of national integrity,
the sopping of people’s moraole, and
the grodual denudation of political
principle. Whot o distance Dr Bando
has travelled since he joined the cir-
cus of Vorster's yes-men.

No, there must be no talks with South
Africa, in foct less talk all round. Let
there be fewer speeches and more mo-
bilization. Let Africa toke heed from
the Guinea invasion and prepare to
defend itself. We want on outgoing
policy of our own: going out ogainst
imperialism and the enemies of Afri-
can freedom.

Furthermore, we want greater recognit-
ion of the role the liberaotion move-
ments are playing in the struggle
against imperialism and their conseq-
uent admission to the relevant coun-
cils of the O.A.U. Thot woy wé will see
o healthy strengthening in the forces
ogainst imperialist intervention in
Africa. It will also ensure rapid pro-
gress in the liberation of the South
leading to the eventual consolidation
of our continent in unity and peace.



BITTER
BATTLES

Twelve years ago, the peoples of Africa and Asia met in the
revolutionary capital of the U. A, R. to map out a strategy
for the eviction of colonialists from Africa ond Asia, and
for the liquidation of world imperialism, They formed the
Afro-Asian People's Organisation, which scon grew into
a great collective — a Movement of the peoples, not only
of Asia and Africa, but of the whole of the progressive
world.

Today, the Afro-Asian People's Organisation meeting in
Council in the new revolutionary capital of Libya, can
proudly cast its eyes to the East of Tripoli, to the West,
to the African land mass in the South, and even to the
MNorth across the waters of the Mediterranean, and will
there see great young independent nations growing on the
ruins of colonial demination — and all those who participa-
ted in the historic meeting of 1958, share the sense of
achievement we all feel today, as we enter the dynamic,
and highly explosive decade of the 70's.

But even us we survey the world scene from this Northern
City of Africa, we not only see the new flags of freedom
flying where once Colonialism ruled supreme, we also see
the banners of revolutionary anti-imperialist detachments
as they engage the enemy in fierce and bitter conflict in
different parts of the world. Indeed, this Council meets at
a time when, as never before, the strongholds of impe-
rialism, colenialism, neo-colonialism and racism are being
challenged, harassed and ottacked in a global anti-impe-
rialist offensive which, even in the short space of time
since the last meeting of the Council, has assumed a new
intensity and a new ferocity, precisely because of the re-
solute determination of the peace-loving peoples of the
world to seize, and retain, their dignity and independence,
— a determination which is motched by the equally resolute
determination of the imperialists not only to retain what
remains of their shrunken empires, but also to re-conquer
and nullify the hard-won goins of the national liberation
movement, the world Socialist System and the toiling wor-
kers and peasants of the world. Thus the struggle of the
great and heroic people of Vietnom against U. 5. imperio-
lism continues unabted; U. S. intervention in the internal
affairs of the people of Indo-China falls into line with
Washington's global strategy for domination; the intran-
sigence of Israel in its continued occupation of Arab lands
ond its denial of the just demands of the Palestinian
people has turned the Middle East into an explosive battle
ground seriously endangering world peace and security;
the courageous people of Guinea Bissau are pushing the
MNATO-supported Portuguese colonialists out of Africa in
the course of bitter armed. confrontation, while the Bladk
masses and youth of America wage o militant struggle
against racial discrimination, exploitation and U. 5. impe-
rialism, with the continuing resistance of the revolutionary
people of Cuba and Latin America to the same imperia-
lism; and in the embattled Southern Africa, the peoples
of Angola, Namibia, South Africa, Mozambique and Zim-
babwe are fighting wars of liberation against an imperia-
list-backed alliance of Portuguese colonialists, Rhodesian
racists and South African fascists.

AN UNFINISHED REVOLUTION

There is clear evidence that imperialism is losing ground,
but it is also clear that the bitterest battles have yet to be
fought in the course of Africa and Asia and for the com-
plete defeat of imperialism.

It follows from what | have soid thot the Afro-Asian revoi-

ution which AAPSO was formed to accelerate remains,
and will yet remain, an unfinished revolution, especially if



the mighty anti-imperialist forces continue in their present
state of disunity, and if “massive” or “increased” material
assistance to fighting peoples ends, where it begins, in

speeaches and resclutions.

If therefare, | have any message for this Council Meeting,
comprising militants and revolutionaries from the battle-
fronts of armed conflict it is o simple one —

Firstly,

With the object of launching a decisive offensive
to crush all resistance to the forces for peace
and progress, let AAPSO initiote a new and
powerful campaign to sink all differences and
forge a solid united front to all anti-imperialist
forces.

Let this Council adopt a resolution in which it
deplores the fact that the tens of thousands of
millions of the peoples of the world who support
the national liberation movement cannot pro-
vide enough fire-arms, trucks, food, medicine
and funds for even the handful of liberation mo-
vements fighting ogainst colonialism and rocism
in Africa,

Oliver Tambo A.N.C. President

In conclusion, | wish to salute this Council Meeting in the
name of the fighting people of South Africa and to ack-
nowledge the valuable assistance and support given by
our independent brothers and sisters in Africa and by
AAFSO countries, and by our brothers in the socialist
countries in Europe. In particular, | salute the leaders of
the new, dynamic and revolutionary Republic of Libyo
which joined the vanguard of the anti-imperialist forces at
a crucial moment in the history of the Middle East, and
which has already played o historic role in its massive
assistance to the struggle of the Palestinian people against
Israeli domination. And here it is appropriote to recall the
tragic and illtimed death of one of Africa’s political gionts
and an unequalled leoder of his people, the late President
Gamal Abdel Nasser. He fell, like the greot soldier he was,
in the forefront of the fierce struggle for the rights of Man,
for justice, for freedom, for peace.

It is our historic task, as the Afro-Asian People's Solidarity
Organisation, to continue that struggle with added vigour
until final victory is won.

LONG LIVE AAPSO!
LONG LIVE THE CAUSE OF FREEDOM|




To the World Council of Churches

The Natidnal Executive Committee of the African National
Congress of South Africa (ANC) at its recent meeting held
in Lusoka unanimously odopted a resolution expressing
deep grotitude and appreciation for the donation voted to
the African National Congress by the World Council of
Churches.

We note with satisfaction thot the World Council of Chur-
ches has consistently odhered to its declared conviction
that “any form of segregation based on race, colour or
ethnic origin is contrary to the Gospel, and is incompatible
with the Christian doctrine of man ond with the noture of
the Church of Christ”. The donation is therefore, o logical
and concrete expression of that conviction. As is now well
known, segregation or racial discrimination which has
been elevated to state policy by the ruling White minority
circles in South Africa is nothing short of open violence
by the state against the indigenous African people. Go-
vernment statistics which for obvious reasons cannot be
completely relied upon do however reveal a grim picture
of this kind of viclence.

In terms of the South African Government's report on pri-
sons for the period 195681969, an average of 88,000 people
were in prison everyday, ond 500,000 pecple were senten-
ced to be imprisoned (this is as high as one in 40 of the
population), 187 babies were born in prison; 25,933 strokes
of corporal punishment were administered in prison,
84 people were hanged ond 340 deaths, most of them un-
der mysterious circumstances, were reported.

Amongst those in prison are thousands of political leaders
of all roces whose release has been demanded by freedom
loving people in every port of the world, but to no avail.

The African National Congress expresses its disgust at the
unwarranted and libelous condemnation of the World
Council of Churces by those forces that support domino-
tion of one people over the other on the basis of race or
colour of the skin. The leaders of the White minority section
in South Africa both from the Government side and from
the socalled Opposition Parties have been particularly ve-
cal ogainst and quick to brand the W. C. C. humanitarian
decision to assist the victims of Apartheid as an act cal-
culoted to assist the spread of Communism, Of course, the
bogey of Communism is so often used by the racists in
South Africa thot it has long ceased to be taken seriously.

Orgonisations of oll types and individuals including
eminent clergy who fearlessly speak out in support of the
just couse of human equality are immediately subjected
to all sorts of restrictions under one or other of the pro-
visions of the Suppression of Communism Act. In this way,
the International Defence and Aid Fund which was giving
valuable assistonce to the dependants of the victims of
Apartheid persecution wos declared illegal and prohibited
from carrying out its humanitarian functions inside the
borders of South Africa.

We are happy to note that despite the slanderous propa-
ganda of the rocist White minority of South Africa the
World Council of Churches has stood firmly by its decision
to give humanitarian assistonce to the peoples of Southern
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Africa. This wonderful gesture enjoys the support of the
milions of the wictims of oppressive regimes in South
Africa, Rhodesia, Nomibia and the Portuguese colonies.
It is likewise supported by all who work tor equality and
justice in human relationships in every part of the world.
We note with sotisfaction that three churches in South
Africa hove courogeocusly defied Vorster's order to South
Africon churches to dissociote themselves from the World
Council of Churches because of its correct stand in support
of the liberation struggle.

Alfred N1o - Secretary-Generol

On Invasion of Guinea

The barbaric invasion of Guinea by foreign mercenaries
exposes once more the desperote criminal conspirocy of
the imperialists to overthrow genuine progressive Govern-
ments in Africa and those which are firmly committed to
fight imperialism in the whole Continent and to support the
liberation struggle.

The Republic of Guinea under the leadership of President
Sekou Toure is o progressive, anti-imperialist, socialist
country which has since its inception been making efforts
to consolidate its independence. The Republic of Guineo
l;ul given support to the liberation struggle in Guineo-

issau.

When President Kwome Nkrumah was overthrown in Ghana,
President Sekou Toure invited President Kwame Nkrumah to
come and live in Guinea. These ore indications of the
unswerving commitment of the President and Government
of the Republic of Guinea in the anti<mperialist struggle.
For years now various imperialist intrigues have been used
which threatened the life and authority of the Government
of Guinea. The invosion by the mercenaries is the culmi-
nation of these dastardly crimes.

The imperialist powers are all equally to blame for this
latest outrage of Guinean sovereignty. This is part of the
subversion of progressive Governments in Africa, an
attempt to stem and frustrate the liberation struggle with
the ultimate aim of preparing for the second rape of Africa.

Indeed, unless the mercenaries are completely routed and
tought a sound lesson, this international brigode of coun-
ter-revolutionaries will continue to terrorise the continent,
leaving death and destruction in its wake. For the Conti-
nent to survive and protect its independence it is neces-
sary for the African Staotes to reply to the counter-revolution
being spread by the imperialists, by joint gnd concer-
action by the African revolutionaries in defence of the
African Revolution. In the past it has been correctly stated
that Africa cannot be free .unless the whole of it is free.
The invasion of Guinea has proved more clearly than be-
fore that the rocists and colonial outpost in Africa are the
lounching pads and springboards of aggression against
Africa. For Africa to be safe these springboards must be
wiped out. The heroes of Guinea who fell defending the
fruits of the Guinean and African Revolution were murde-
red through Nato arms by the Portuguese mercenaries.
The African Mational Congress of South Africa mourns the
death of all those Guinean patriots who died in defence
of a noble cause.
Africa must indict the imperialists with having committed
this despicable crime. We hope thot the Organisation for
African Unity will convene o special session to discuss this
new danger to African Freedom.

Duma Nokwe
Director of Political Affairs Department.



President Gamal Abdel Nasser was
one of the world's outstanding sta-
tesmen and political leaders in the
period following the Second Weorld
War. The obituaries that were writ-
ten of him aofter his tragic death in
September 1970 were eloquent
testimony to his greatness.

It is given to few men at any time —
and to even fewer who hold high
office and power - to command
such widespread respect from both
his friends and his enemies. For
Nasser lived and died for his pe-
ople, for his country, for the couse
of the oppressed peoples fighting
imperialism in all corners of the
world. It can truly be said of him
that he sacrificed his life for the
common weal.

One has only to recall the infamy
of MNasser's real predecessor, King
- Farouk, to realise the transformat-
ion which was brought about in the
Nasser era. Farouk, the servile
tool of imperialism, presided over
a social system whose corruption
and depravity, the heritage of cen-
turies of thraldom, earned the
contempt of all civilised humanity.
It was MNasser who led the Free
Officer's movement which. swept
Farouk and his court into limbo.
That in itself would have earned
him the respect of his people and
a firm place in history. But he did
not stop there.

When he first came to power Nas-
ser did not clearly map out the
course he was going to follow.
He had no ideology, no party, no
programme for bringing obout so-
cial change. He probably took co-
pitalism for gronted, and thought
only in terms of a few modest re-
forms — some redistribution of the
land, some Egyptianisation of the
administration and the economy.
On all these points there was cer-
tainly no consensus among the
Free Officers as a whole.

Nasser's life was a demonstration
that the dictum “all power corrupts”
is not invarioble. Fower gave Nas-
ser the opportunity to learn and
develop, the flexibility to change
and adapt, while ot the same time
remaining a man of the people.
He always lived simply; he could
not be bought.

His first closh with imperialism and
its local agent Israel - the Suez
crisis of 1956 = had two basic con-
seuences. It steeled MNosser in his
determination to end Egypt's de-
pendence on the capitalist West;
and it fired the notional spirit of
the Egyption people, making them
feel for the first time that they could
be masters of their own destiny.

Nasser did not choose the socialist
road out_of theoretical conviction.
It was forced upon him by the logic
of history. The American refusal to
finance the Aswan Dam brought in
its train (a) the nationalisation of
the Suez Canal and (b) the accep-
tance of Soviet aid as the only al-
ternative. The war which followed
only served to make the issues cry-
stal clear to everybody.

The 1967 war, far from proving the
disaster it seemed, became another
turning point in Egypt’s history. The
spontaneous mass rejection of
MNasser's resignation not only con-
solidated his personal position but
also flushed out the rightists who
had been plotting ogoinst him.
Once ogain pressures generated
by the brutality and cupidity of the
enemy both inside and outside the
country hod strengthened his deter-
mination to maintain independence,
resist imperialism and continue the
drive for socialism.

Land redistribution, nationalisation
of key industries, regulation of wa-
ges and working conditions, hou-
sing, education, social services -
in all these spheres enough had
been done to earn Nasser the sup-
port and love of the masses which
was demonstrated so abundantly
and so movingly when he was struck
down at the early age of 52.

But Nasser was not only, @ man for
his own country, but also for the
whole Arab people, and the whole
of Africo. During the MNasser era
Egypt became one of the main bo-
stions of support for the national
liberation struggle against imperia-
lism and White domination in other
parts of the continent.

The oppressed peoples of South
Africa share with the people of
Egypt the loss of their great leader
ot this most critical time. His life
was a beacon for us all. B. B.



Lotus Prize Winners in New Delhi

ALEX LA GUMA GAINS LOTUS PRIZE

Prime Minister Indira Gandhi Hosts for Afro Astan Writers Conference

NMew Delhi: The Afro-Asian Writers'
Conference was Inaugurated here on
November 17. In attendance were a
galaxy of eminent writers and poets of
Africa and Asia. The total number of
delegates oattending the conference
was about 400 including about 100 re-
presentatives from African and Middle
East countries. Guest representatives
from the GDR, Czechoslovakia, Hun-
gary and Poland also attended the
conference.

The inaugural address was delivered
by Suniti Kumar Chatterjee. He laid
stress on the humanistic and rich cul-
tural heritage of the peoples of Africa
and Asia and called upon the writers
to take decisive steps to make the
literary creations an integral part of
the struggle for freedom and against
social injustice.

Dr. Mulk Raj Anand welcomed the de-
legates and appeocled to them to
strengthen the anti-imperialist and
anti-colonialist struggle.

The same day Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi warmly greeted the conference

and handed over the Lotus prize to
the most eminent writers and poets of
Asia and Africa. Out of the six winners
for the years 1969 and 1970 only
Augustino Neto, the Angolan libera-
tion leader and poet could not attend
the conference. The others were the
Vietnamese noveliest To Hoai, the
militant writer from South Africa Alex
La Guma, the young Arab poet from
occupied Palestine Mahmoud Dar-
wish, the Soviet people's poetess Zu-
llifya and Indian poet Bachchan. The
prize-giving ceremony was moarked by
prolonged ovations by the large ga-
thering and also by the spontoneous
slogans in support of the freedom-
fighting peoples of Vietnam, Palestine
and the Portuguese colonies.

Prime Minister Indira Gandhi in her
brief address commended the noble
efforts of the writers of Africa and
Asia to come closer and carry forward
the larger interests of their peoples.
She called upon the writers to fight
the forces of superstition, social inju-
stice and oppression. The writers can
never ignore the burning issues in the
life of their people and they must

associate themseives with the people,
she said.

Youssef El-Sebai, secretary-general of
Afro-Asian Writers' Association pre-
sented his report in the plenary ses-
sion of the conference which gave an
account of the social and cultural
circumstances under which the peoples
of Asian and African countries lived
today. The first and foremost duty of
every writer today was to stand solidly
with their hearts and their pens by
the side of the brave fighters of South
Africa, the Portuguese colonies and of
Indo-China, the Arab peoples and Pa-
lastinian resistance movement, the re-
port stressed.

The report further outlined the history
of the Afro-Asian writers’ movement
and proposed 12 concrete measures
for the conference to consider for the
furtherance of the aims and objects
of the Afro-Asian writers’ movement.
Others who took the floor in the ple-
nary session were the heads of the
delegations from the Soviet Central
Asian Republics, Mali, Morocco, Sene-
gal, Lebanon, Syria, Japan Mengolia,
Dahomey, Algeria, Zambia and Sudan.
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Alex la Guma's life in South Africa
was sooked in _turbulent times and
avents right from his youth. Son of a
political leader; one of the 156 South
Africons who were tried for treason
and ocquitted in 1956-1960; hounded
by police, placed under house arrest
in Cape Town; wrote for Fighting Talk,
mow since silenced by the fascists.

Like so many other Africans in South
Africa, Alex began by writing sketches
and short stories. His first important
story was Out of Darkness, which ap-
peared in Ronald Segal’s Africa South.
A beautiful story obout the brutality
of Black prison life.

In 1962, La Guma's first long narra-
tive, A Walk in the Night (o novella)
was published by Mbari Publications
in Ibadan, Nigeria. By then he had

Alex Lo Guma receives the prize

ibute to Alex La Guma

been banned in South Africa, and so
nothing he said or wrote could be read
either at first or second hand in the
country.

This book is a neat little piece of good
writing. Out of all the chaos of Dis-
trict Six ghetto life, this man has ham-
mered out a work of art thot formu-
lates a short, sharp and beautiful and
effective definition of that chaos: a life
of dissipation and unarticulated but
dead-end aspirations. It is a highly
documentary ond impressionistic no-
vella. And yet its compact organisa-
tion, singleness of mood are compel-
ling qualities. The writer never spares
the reoder the minutest details, like
a cockroach that is squashed and flot-
tened on the wooden floor of a tene-
ment room; the flypoper that hangs

from the celling of a cafe, full of an-
cient flies etc. No extravagant orche-
stration. Yet these concrete - objects
he documents build up to evoke a
leaping indignation in the reader,
without any overt editorializing on the
writer's part.

Short Stories thot appeared in Iba-
dan's Black Orpheus later appeared in

the Heinemann edition of the novella.

His short stories, again, do not roar
like a furnace. Rather they are vignet-
tes of African life inside the South Afri-
can nightmare. Sometimes a character,
out of sheer desperation hurls hersalf
against the fascist machine and gets
hurt or destroyed by it; sometimes the
vignette is self-contained, the droma
is acted out between Black and Bladk,
but mirrored in the situation is the
nightmare constantly pressing in on
the chorocters. His loter fictional
works, A Threefold Cord and Stone
Country, although they are conceived
as novels, really turn out to be no-
vella, long short-stories. We see here
ogain the noturalistic form of narra-
tive thot Alex sustained in A Walk in

Drawing: from Lotus

the Night. Again, as before, the docu-
ments, renders such aspects or por-
tions of South African life as he knows
he is copable of handling. Alex, it
would seem, can only work within the
limits of what concrete experience is
available to him at the initial level. He
then goes out to exploit that arena
fully. We know he will not attempt to
let us into any prophetic vision he may
have: he will simply show us the port-
ion of life. An.we need to take this int-
ention for what it is and ask how good
or bad the performance has been. If |
never see greater variety of life in
Alex's writing, | shall still be content
that | have experienced a portion of
life in terms of the concrete specifics
contained in that life; that | have re-
lived acutely the emotional experience
he renders.

| want to pay tribute to this son of
South Africa who has been honoured
with a literary award. May he conti-
nue to wield his pen in the service of
man.



LULULAND

byP. V. Tulisizwe Mbatha

For nearly 20 years the Afrikaner Government of Vorster applied
pressure on the Zulu-speaking Africans to occept the Bantu
Act of 1951, but this froud was strenuously resisted largely through
the influence ond integrity of Chief M. G. Buthelezi. The
Government’s last hope of an easy “acceptance” vanished when
the more omenable Paramount Chief Cyprian Bhekuzulu died in
1969. The next step was to brush aside all pretence and impose
this essential piece of window-dressing for apartheid. After all,
it was vital for the Nationalists to drog in the second largest
ethnic group, the Zulus, whoe number at least 3,340,000. In his
Inauguration speech, Chief Buthelezi quoted the famous statement
by Disroeli who was Prime Minister of Britain during the Great
-Zulu War, "a remarkable people the Zulu. They defeat our Gene-
rals, convert our Bishops, and put an end to o great European
dynasty”. Chief Buthelezi then added to the quotation obove,
“The Zulu people are no less remarkable today than they were
when this memorcble remark wos made during the last century,
despite the vicissitudes they have gone through, throughout the

years".

CHIEF BUTHELEZI, A MAN OF THE PEOPLE

Much as the Afrikaner Nationalists dislike him, Chief Mangosuthu
Gaotsha Buthelezi has become the Chief Executive Officer of the
Zulu Terroritorial Authority as from June, 1970. His father the late
Chief Matole Buthelezi was o senior Chief who marred a sister
of King Solomon ka Dinuzulu. Mangosuthu wos given the kind
of education that would fit him for his pesition as a senior Chief,
but he remained o courteous and courageous young man. | had
the privilege to work with him and he always had an infectious
smile even under very trying conditions. His word was his bond.

PRINCIPLE LEADS TO EXPULSION

When the then Governor-General of South Africa wos to visit
Fort Hare the students decided to boycott this so-called “supreme
Chief of all Africans”. Chief-Designate Mr. G. Buthelezi was
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alleged to have token part in the boycott. A number of stabs
of the students' boycott were "lynched” or subjected to other
forms of discomfort and the college authorities hod Buthelezi,
among others, expelled. This was during his final year. He wrote
his emam externally and possed, but was summoned to appear
before W. M. Eiselen oand was reprimanded. But Mangosuthu
would not be dounted. He continued to place the interests of
his people before his own.

Thereafter, the B. A. D. Empire embarked upon a vicious campaign
of humiliating him ond discrediting him. They sponsored their
own stooges to dispute the chieftainship. When all that failed to
break him, they would not confirm his appointment as chief until
the pressure of the people compelled Verwoerd to yield. Only
once in 1963 did they allow him to go obrood, othervise he was
spled upon and threatened by the Special Branch.

AT LUTULI FUNERAL

Among the chief speakers at the funeral of our late Chief Albert
J. Luthuli was this great leader of the people, chief Mangosuthu
Buthelezi. His was o great and eloquent tribute to a noble leader.

INSTALLED BY POPULAR VOTE

When Zulustan came on the agenda, the apartheiders made it
abundantly clear that they would not have any truck with Buthle-
lezi, They groomed ond promoted their own “yes” men from
Ngoye Tribal College and from the ranks of the “loyal Chiefs"™.
But the people would have none of them and delegation ofter
delegation was sent to Mangosuthu to plead thot he make
himself availoble for the post of Chief Minister and thus sove
the people from charlatans and selfseekers. Eventually Buthelezi
bowed to the will of the people.

Thus by popular pressure even the die-hard Nationalist Govern-
ment has been forced to occept the man of the people, an
African patriot.

INAUGURATION SPEECH BY
CHIEF M. G. BUTHELEZI

In his inauguration speech Chief Buthelezi made it clear that he
is not at all convinced of the virtues of apartheid. While he is
willing to cooperate and give it a try, the crucial and decisive
factor lies in the good-will of the government in the "implemen-
tation of this self-government under your policy of separate
development”.

Chief Buthelezi declared, "the Zulu nation has been the last,
but certainly not the least, to reach this milestone which the
other six ethnic groups have already reached . . . All sorts of
opprobrious terms hove been used to condemn the slow pace
at which this has come about . . . Initially the Zulu people were
mode to understoand by officials of your Department, Sir, that
the Bantu Authorities Act of 1951 was optional . . . About 1947,
officials of the Department of Bantu Administration teld some of
us that the Bantu Affairs Commissioners who gave us the impres-
sion that we hod o choice in the matter were wrongly instructed,
that we were merely being consulted and that consultation did
not mean we had to give consent. Those of us who hod been
waiting far our people to decide, hod aofter this explanation neo
option but to comply with the law, as the question of accepting
or rejecting the Act, fell oway”.

DISAGREEMENT

Throughout' his speech Chief Buthelezi referred to the late
H. M. Cyprion Bhekuzulu os "King" and not by the official
designation of "Paramount Chief'. He reminded the Boer Matio-
nalists of the loyal paorticipation of the African people in the
two World Wars in support of the governments of the day.
(This reference must have been galling to the Boer Nationalists
many of whom were not just indifferent to the world wars but
were octive saboteurs of the war effort of the governments of the
day). With regard to locol disagreement, he cited the history
of the so-called Mative Representative Council estoblished under



the Native Representation Act of 1936 to which the African
people were opposed. They were nevertheless willing to try it out
until it was manifestly clear that this Council was a dummy, just
another "Toy Telephone”. Chiel Gatsha went an, “Sir, we would
aglso like to moke it clear that there may be Zulus who haove
resarvations about certoin aspects of your policy, but all of us
are united in assuring you of our cooperation. Nor can reser-
vations obout just some aspects of such o wide policy, mean
that those who hove reservations are Communists or Saboteurs”.
This again must hove been distosteful to the totolitorion Govern-
ment as they believe in unquestioning obedience, especially from
Africans.

MAYIBUYE = THE LAND ISSUE

It is well-known that the Vorster Government excludes all areas
with o substantial White population or areas on the coastline
from Bantustans. Such Bontu territories were never intended to
bs economically viable. So the Chief touched on this sensitive
spot. "This raises quite a number of issues. The first of these,
which | consider a priority, is for the government to give the Zulu
natlon more territory for without more territory our scheme will
not moke sense . . . humanity is so much on the march today
when the moon itself has become merely man's next port of call,
that we cannot be expected to move towards our selfdetermi-
nation and self-realisation ot ox-wagon pace. What also mokes
it urgent is the position of our people from the farmlands. Not
ons day posses without some of our people from the farmlands
approaching us (chiefs) for sites ond aroble londs, and yet we
are already forbidden by the officials of your deportment from
granting these people land as our areas are alreody occupied
to their full capacity.”

GAP BETWEEN WHITE AND BLACK WAGES

The Vorster Government is fond of trumpeting to the world that
average wages for Africans are higher than those in Alfrican
states. They fail to understand that Africans are primarily concer-
ned with how much they get of the rich’ South African cake which
is their fatherland. They will never be satisfied until there is equal
pay for equal work, with pqual oppertunity. Chief Gatsha Buthe-
lezi had the couroge to tockle this fundomental issue. “We are
also watching the development of Richards Bay with quite a great
deal of interest. If under these schemes our people are for the
first time going to share in the economic boom then we have
every reoson to feel confident about the future of our land. Some
People are going to say that the boom has been with us for
quite o time alreody and that the non-Whites have shared some
it. This is partly true in the sense that woges are higher today
our people than say 20 years aogo. While this is so, the gop
what White workers eorn ond whot Zulu workers earn
in spite of the boom, not yet been bridged or narrowed”.
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“"We alse apploud the creation of these growth points as o
solution to the migratory labour problem. This problem has not
only destroyed the fobric of our society, but it has destroyed the
very moral fibre of our people. The spiritual development of our
people, also envisaoged under your pelicy cannot toke ploce so
long as this is the position™.

SCRAP BANTU EDUCATION

“We have to pleaod with you . .. to ossist us finoncially and in
other ways to estoblish o free and compulsory education. When
we loock ot the proceedings of the Native Representative Council
os long as 20 years ogo, we find that our people even at that
time pleaoded with the goveriment of the doy for free and com-
pulsory education. Todoy development and industrial expansion
now makes this a matter of urgency . . . this matter must receive
priority even if this should mean o postponement of some prestige
projects that moy be envisoged for our people. Also in order
to get our people trained as quickly as possible in ogricultural
science and to odvance quickly in the field of technology, we
wonder whether you would not consider allowing our children to be
taught through the medium of Afrikoans or English from Std 5
os was the cose in the past. The standord of these languoges
is getting poorer and poorer and os long as this is hoppening
we are not going to get the personnel we require to toke part
in the rapid development you have planned for us in our
homelands. This seems to be the key to our whole development.”

FREEDOM AND AFRICAN STATES

“We do hope it will not be long before our Territorial Authority
is granted more power and before we get full self-government.
It is often said that we are not yet ready for such a step. We
challenge such assertions. Today most African States are governing
themselves, some go through choos in the process and these
are merely their growing pains. But there ore some thot are
governing themselves efficiently . . . Quite often we enjoy
boasting aobout the foct that we in South Africa hove more
African groduates than the rest of Africa. How con we, there-
lore dare to think that our own Black people are not good enough
to govern themselves? (Emphasis mine).

"We shall all rejoice ¥ when we eventually get our freedom that
this shall be freedom in the truest sense of thot word. That is,
freedom embodying all the four freedoms . . . A South African
Afrikaner leoder odded o fifth one, which is freedom from pre-
judice.”

PEOPLES’ ACCLAIM

The thousonds of Africons who hod ossembled ot Nongomao in
Zululand to hear the incuguration speech mode in the presence
of the Minister of Bantu Administration and Development (BAD)
ond other apartheid opostles roared their approval.
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Tha Lutuli Memesiol Fousndotion, in honour of the lole
Chied Albert ). Lutoli, wai louschesd in Addia Ababs
recently. Sponsoers indhede Emperor Holle Selownle,
Fresident Myarers, Frasidest Kourndn, M Diallo Telli,
Secreiory Oenerol of the Drgonisaticn of African Uniky,
ord Prodeiics Gunmsr Myrdal, Seedish sociologist.
Ep'nhrm ot the cpening ceremoay In Bha Alries Heall,
Mr. Dialle Telll sobd thot the kdeals for which Chisf
Lutuli Fought and disd wauld sontirue to live. Chied
Lutuli hod been o spmbol of determinaticn. ond the
launching of tha Foumndotisn “will further give solidority
to Africons bo Fres Scuth Alrico and Mamikia iram Bha
Feands of the imperiolists,” soid Mr. Talli,

Dirscter of the Fousdotian will ba Me. M. B. Yangwa,
a leader of the Afrkcon Motienal Congress ond a cloas
collsogee of the lobe Chisf Lubsli. Exploining the
decdsion to pet up the Lutuli Memanial Faundation at i
inaugurotion, Mr. Yengwa soid thot no greater tribute
could ba paid by the ANC to it leodar thon thet his
mamory wos perpetucied In this woy,

“Chisd Lutuli was o greot personolity ond through his
courage and leadecship he inspired men ond women
to follew him and dedicote thelr lives to the struggle
far freadam.™

"Cut off by resfrictive ormsd repressive Clovsmmant
meodunes in his remobe willoge of Growtsille in Motal,

13

Directer ML K. Yargio of B racaplies

his ceganisation banned and his eolleagues joiled oo
iey axile, et grew in sbhoture, o symbol of the imprisoning
and silencing of o whale pecgle, and their contiraed
will Ba rein™.

The Lutuli Memarial Foundetion sets oul to finomce the
folloming projects;

1, Educotigm:- To previds achalemhips bo suitoble
students from Southern Afden and to eweblish &
vocobianal schesl in an Adrcos siote where South
African students con be troined in skillh mct apen is
tham under the apartheid regime.

% Ressoech and PubBelty: To publicise the waork and
ideals of Chief Letull and i do miscech an the history
ol the liberation movement in Soush Africa. an wall a3
%o eshablish Lutull Mesarisl librories both inslide and
outside South Africo

1. Lwitull Emergency Fund: To establivh & fund far those
carping on the wark which Chief Lutull left unfinighed,
ored ossist the Afdcon Notional Cangress 1o adiiewe his
widiceh bar a dres South Africn.

4, Chisf Lubsll Memorial tembrines: To estalblish a fusd
far @ commamcsative bombriomns b which the people of
Zouth Africo will be irvited o moks conbribations.

13
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NATES AND COMMENTS

BASTERS DEMONSTRATE

About 200 Baster demonstrators gave the Minister of Reho-
both AHairs, Mr. J. ). Loots, a hot reception when he visited
this small town about 50 miles south of Windhoek.

As the Minister and his entourage arrived they surged for-
ward with plocards which read: "Keep your money and
leave our ground”; “Loots, where is your permit?”; “"Rather
poor than a rich slave™; "Vorster, leave our ground”; “South
African Government, do away with your pigs and pigsties
and your cronies”; “A dog has the right to fight for his
survival, but not a Baster”; “"Gone with apartheid."”

Many in the crowd were youths. In the dust on the min-
isterial car someone scrawled: “Voetsak, you dog"” and
"Loots, you pig.”

Mr. Loots had come to open the regional offices of the
Department of Rehoboth Affairs. Fewer than 40 Basters
entered the building to listen to his speech. The rest stoyed
outside. There was no violence.

SOWETO ANGER AT CLASSROOM
HOLD-UP

NO EXTRA clossrooms would be built by the city council
in Soweto next year although residents were paying for
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these, the Johannesburg Urban Bantu Council was told
recently.

The assistant mgnager for Non-European Affairs, Mr. V. B.
MacFadyen, told the councillors the city council was in
debt to the tune of R55 000 for maintenance of Soweto and
the money that was taxed on the residents for more schools
was going to be used to pay this deficit.

NOT A STARVING AFRICAN IN S. A.,
SAYS M. C. BOTHA

There was not one starving African in South Africa and
the National Party Government would not allow it, the Mi-
nister of Bantu Administration and Development, Mr. M.C
Botha soid at Fynnland.

Mr. Botha was onswering o question from the floor at o
campaign meeting held by the Rev. Pierre Cronje, the Nati-
onal Party Condidate for Fynnland in the provincial elec-
tions. He denied that there were thousands of unemployed
Africans in the Transkei while migrant lobour was being
brought into the country from neighbouring territories. “We
help underdeveloped countries by utilising their labour
but we can make provision for our labour and others”, he

said. "However, South African Bantu have priority and these
other countries know it.”

He denied that there were 32 000 unemployed Africans in
the Transkei a figure which the questioner said came from
brochure issued by the Deputy Minister of Bantu Affairs,
Mr. Theo Gerdener.

MINE MEN BAR SKILLS FOR BLACKS

The Council of Mining Unions has decided to ban its mem-
bers from training Africans for skilled or semi-skilled work

in the Bantustans or giving job instruction to any people
including Whites not entitled to training. The Chairman of

the Council, Mr. Ken du Preez, and the secretary, Mr. Tom
Murray, said in a joint interview*that it was part of the
constitution of most of the nine unions represented on the
council thot Africans ond other “unentitled” persons
should not be taught skilled or semi-skilled work by union
members.

"This is the poa?nn as it stands now. Even if we wanted
to we could not lawfully take part in any scheme aimed at
training Africans to do White work in homelands’ mining
ventures or anywhere else for that matter”, they said.

PRIEST WARNS CHURCH OF BLACK
POWER

One of the best-known Coloured Anglican priests in Cape
Town, Father Clive McBride, warned that if the Anglican
church — which has a 74 per cent non-White membership in
South Africa = "continues to further "White power” it may



Eﬁmllhrﬁuﬂud:l’mmpmu There is growing
- dissotisfoction among clergymen over what they describe
as “White power” in their church. They want the head of
the church, the Archbishop of Canterbury, to be given a
correct picture of the "White power” situation. "White po-
wer" in the Church, he said, had reached such a “"level of
arrogance” that it was no longer even oware of its own
existence.

W. C. C. GIFTS -NAT EDITOR’'S
- WARNING

IT WAS NO SOLUTION to the problem of world pressure
on South Africa to write off the World Council of Churdhes’
oid to guerrillas as @ communist- inspired action. This warn-
ing was given by Mr. Schalk Pienaar, editor of "Die Beeld”,
writing in his weekly political column. Mr. Pienaar says
South Africa is facing a more serious international situation
than in the days of Sharpeville. “The pressure is on an
endlessly broad front and more nations are more deeply
committed to it than before,” he said. “Christian sanctions
are rendering aid to a compaign of viclence against South
Africa and it does not help to try and write off this question
with the doctrine that it is communist or communist-inspired
action. “In the first ploce such a view Is ot the very least
completely exaggerated. However misled it might be, the
World Council of Churches specks on behalf of o very
large section of Christendom. “In the eyes of these pecple
(or ot least the greater number of them) the decision is
really a rejection of South Africa on Christian grounds. We
can only underestimate the importance of 'I:hll to our own
disadvantoge.”

‘LENIENT’ FINE FOR ‘BRUTAL’
CRIME SHOCKS LAWYERS

Dr. Barend van Niekerk, senior lecturer in law at the Uni-
versity of the Witwatersrand, expressed shodck ot o sentence
= a fine of R150 (or three months' imprisonment) passed in
the Rand Supreme Court after the death of an African, Mr.
Victor Mashishi.

Two firemen, Andries Johannes van Greunen and Jan Ga-
briel Smit, who took part in o mob attack on the African -
who later died from his injuries — were fined R150 (or
+ three months).

Mr. Justice Claassen was told that the African, Mr Mashishi,
was apprehended ofter a woman's handbag was snatched
near the Germiston Fire Station.

He was brought to the fire station where a large crowd
gothered, many of whom took part in a vicious attack on
him. Smit and Van Greunen, who served in the South
African Police for 5'; years, were charged with the murder
of the African. At the end of a week-long trial, the judge
convicted them of assault with intent to do grievous bodily
haorm. Witnesses said the two firemen kicked, punched and
trampled the African, who offered no resistance. He died
_ six days later, in Natalspruit Hospital.

The judge found that there was nothing to show that the
accused inflicted the particular injury which caused his
death. Van Greunen and Smit were port of o “mass hyste-
ria” that gripped that group of people on the night of the
incident. The judge said that he was satisfied that the two
accused “did the most damage”.

“It has also been said in this court that Smit jumped on
the deceased. This is o serious assault but | cannot say
that it was the cause of death”.

Earlier during the assault, Mr. Mashishi's head was placed
under the wheel of a van. The driver was ordered to run
over him but refused. Commenting on the judgement, Dr.
Van Niekerk said that his sense of justice was shocked by
a sentence of such lightness when the brutal and callous
noture of the crime is taken into consideration. "A sentence
must, within certain limits, reflect the moral indignation of
society and if the moral indignation of our society is reflec-
ted by the imposition of a fine of R150 — or three months -

for a crime such as this one, then our society should look
again at its values” said Dr. Van Niekerk.

POLICE ARREST 9 AT UCM SEMINAR

Five non-Whites and four Whites including two young Jo-
hannesburg women students, all members of the non-ro-
cial University Christian Movement, were arrested in Sekhu-
khuniland where they hod been attending @ UCM semi-
nar for Transvaal students. They were arrested about 11.30
p.m., taken to the Groblersdal police station about 5 a.m.
= where all of them were stripped and searched - and
released about 3 p.m. on Monday. The Whites each paid
admission of guilt fines for being on Bantu Trust Land
without permission, and the non-Whites paid R5 admission
of gullt for not having their reference books with them.

The seminar was held at the Jane Furse Hospital, an Angli-
can mission hospital, near the villoge of Nebo. About 12
policemen, uniformed and members of the Security Police,

" led by @ major, took part in the raid.

DEATH KNELL FOR MIXED SPORT

THE GOVERNMENT will not change its policy to allow mixed
sport in South Africo. This was mode clear by Mr. Jodk
Cheetham, who was re-elected president of the South Afri-
can Cricket Association in Johannesburg. Mr. Cheethom
said that his board had asked the authorities for the right
"to administer the game in the light of pressures which have
been placed upon us”. He added: “| stote with complete
frankness that we will not be allowed to deviate from our
path in the past — we will not be allowed to participate in
such fashion as others outside this country require from us
to bring about a change In the internal affairs of this coun-
try”. Mr. Cheetham said that the board had sought clarifi-
cotion of the conditions under which It was entitled to
arrange tours to ond from this country. It had asked about
ti:e requirements for inviting teams other than those from
South Africa’s traditional opponents and had suggested
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'uhunuufmrld:tundurdhbmughth-m But it had
been made clear that there would be no changes in Go-

vernment policy.

CELEBRATION BOYCOTTED BY
BLACK STUDENTS

ALL STUDENTS of the University of the North (Turfloop)
boycotted independence celebrations at the college. The
rector, Professor ). L. Boshoff, said yesterday that the stu-
dents told him they were boycotting the celebrations be-
cause they rejected the independence of the university. He
would not make any further comment. In o statement the
students said: “Independence from the University of South
Africa at this stoge is premature. It can be seen in no other
light except as another calculated move by the Govern-
ment to drive Black students into a life of isolation, despair
and perpetual frustration™.

BLAAR ON S. AFRICA DEFENCE

The whole of Black Africa could attack South Africa tomor-
row and "we would eat them up before breakfast”, Mr.
Bloar Coetzee, Minister of Community Development, said

!

DISCRIMINATION WAS CAUSE

Discrimination between White and non-White students
caused South Africa’s expulsion from the Commonwealth
Medical Association, the secretary of the association, Dr. D.
Stevensen, said.

Both South Africo and Rhodesia were expelled at a meeting
of the association in Singapore recently. Dr. Stevenson who
Is chairman of the World Medical Assembly, said that South
‘African delegates in Singapore had not been able to refute
.the charge “which was put very strongly by African delega-
tes” that this segregation existed.

“It was not o matter of politics, but merely the fact that
discrimination did exist in medicine,” he said. "It was also
noted that the South African Medical Association has never
hod an African member on its council, for instance”. Segre-
gation had caused the explusion of South Africa and Rho-
desia, but Eire was still @ member and the Commonwealth
label had been retcined merely as o convenience. Dr. Ste-
venson felt convinced that the association would be prepa-
red to reconsider its ruling if South Africa could show that
the present discrimination was ended but not before. This
would require equal treatment for undergroduates, gradua-
tes and post-graduates.

Although South Africa left the Commonweailth in 1961, the
_South African Medical Association had continued as o
member of the Commonwealth body, together with Rhode-
sia and the Republic of Irelond, since these countries had

been branch organisations under the old British Medical
Association.

BIG DEFENCE SPENDER

South Africa’s defence expenditure per capita remains the
highest among African countries, according to the Institute
for Strategic Studies. In the Institute’s annual publication
South Africa heads Ethiopia, Nigerio and Rhodesia. South
Africa’s total defence expenditure in 1969 was R50-million
more than Nigeria's R215.6-million with Rhodesia and Ethio-
pia spending respectively R 25.2-million and R16.8-million.
In a table comparing military manpower as of July 1, 1970,
South Africa’s percentage of regular armed forces to men
of military age — at 1.1 per cent — ranks higher only than
Japan's one per cent. South Africa is named as the reci-
pient of the 5A-330 helicopter from France in a table list-
ing major indentified arms agreements. Cost figures are
listed as unavailable and the delivery date is given as 1970.
The Institute stotes that 3000 South African police have
received anti-terrorist training.

NAT NEWSPAPER EMPLOYS
PRISON LABOUR

African prisoners are being used by Afrikoanse Pers - the
company headed by the Minister of Transport, Mr, Ben
Schoeman, which publishes the Nationalist newspaper Dog-
breek and the Vaoderland — to work as unskilled and semi-
skilled laboures in its publishing premises inJohannesburg.
A spot check showed that about 45 prisoners in prison garb,
were working ot the premises of the National publishing
house in Empire Road Extension, Johannesburg. The Com-
pany’s premises are in the Johannesburg West consituency

-of the Minister of Heath, Dr. Carel de Wet. Some of the

duties the African prisoners have to perfom include handl-
ing insertions in the publishing room (putting together prin-
ted sections of publications), moving reels of newsprint,
loading waste paper and moving machinery.

WALK-0UT THREAT BY 30000
NURSES

South Africa’'s 30000 non-White nurses are threatening
mass resignation if the promised salary increases by Dr.
Diedrichs, do not bridge the “shockingly unfair” gap bet-
ween them ond White nurses who have the same qualifi-
cations. The leader of the protest movement in the Cape -
a senior Coloured nursing sister whose name cannot be
disclosed because, she says, she will be “booted out by the
Provinclal authorities” said that the dissatisfaction among
non-White nurses in South Africa had risen to such an
extent that if the “discrimination agaoinst us is not stopped
we shall be forced to give up our profession and go to
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work in foctories”. The non-White nurses are demanding
at least 75 per cent of the salary of White nurses with the
same qualifications. It seems unlikely that this demand will
be granted, because, in terms of Dr. Diedrich’s announce-
ment, non-Whites will receive only RB-million of the R&9-
millien increase promised to public servants.

The South African Nursing Council would not comment on
the matter, but a spokesman admitted that there had been
a sharp decrease in the number of non-Whites applying
for training.

DEATH OF IMAM:
STATE WILL NOT PROSECUTE

The Attorney-General of the Cape, Mr. W. M. van den
Berg, said in o statement last night that o further inquiry
into the cause of the death of Iman Haron, whe died last
year while being detained in terms of the Terrorism Act,
revealed no evidence whatever which could serve as a
basis for prosecution of any person.. The death of the
Imam, who was formerly editor in Cape Town of a Moslem
newspaper, was raised in Parliament by Mrs. C. D. Tayloer
(V. P., Wynberg) who said she hod confidential information
about an alleged police assault on the Imam during de-
tention.

Mrs. Taylor said the Imam was questioned on @ number
of occasions by Detective Sergeant J. F. C. van Wyk, com-
monly known as “Spyker” van Wyk, Sergant.Andries van
Wyk, Lieutenant-Colonel Piencar, and Major Kotze. The
Imam was interrogated from May 28 to August 11 - "that's
for the best part of 76 days” - with short intervals, for se-
ven-and-a-half-hours every day.

PRISON DIET

Information given in Parliament makes comparison possible
between prison food today and ten years ago. African pri-
soners now get '; oz. more sugar a day than they did 10
years ago: but in 1959 they got 24 oz. of meat o week. To-
day it is only 15 oz. plus 5 oz. of fish. The mealie meal
ration has been cut from 112 to 84 oz., fot (essential to a
Robben Island prisoner in the severe winter) reduced from
1 oz. to Y3 oz. a day. Protone powder and puzamandhla
has been added.

Whites' sugar ration has been doubled: their meat, milk,
fat and bread raotions remain the same. Africans get no
bread, no joms, no milk, and their meat ollowance is less
than half that of the whites' though Africans are employed
on hard physical labour.

(Hansard 19. 6. 59: 14, 8. 70)

LABOUR UNITS

In Parliament recently the Minister was asked how many
‘Bantu’ were employed as patrolman on the line between
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Durban and Port Shepstone, their names ond the dates
of their contracts with the South African Railways. The
Minister replied that 12 ‘indynas”, appointed in 1969, did
patrol duties as part of their normal work. Their names
were: Jeremiah, Koloko, Samual, Boyi, ete, (Hansard
14, 8. 70)

What an insultl Do Africans not have surnames? To whites
any African is still just 'Jim" or 'Boy, come here’. On the
pay roll of the South African Railways they are known only
by their first name. And every year an amount running into
many thousands of pounds is lost to Africans who have
been injured on duty, because the Workman's Compensa-
tion Commissioner says that he could not trace *Simon’ or
‘Peter’, and the employer (including the government) are
too lozy to record the full name.

NEGLECT AND PARSIMONY IN

"AFRICAN EDUCATION

Less money is being spent per pupil on African Education
by the South African Government now than in 1954. South
Africa, the richest and most developed country in Africa,
spends less than 'z % of its national product on the edu-
cation of African children = 68 % of its youth. “Thet is no
African record”, writes Dr. W. G. McConkey in THE FAI-
LURE OF BANTU EDUCATION, “On the contrary . . . it
probably ploces us deep down among the world's lowest.”
This most recent revelation &f the startling extent of the
Government's neglect and parsimony over Bantu Education
hos caused ripples of uneasiness and dismay in circles
hitherto apparently unconcerned.

In response to the disclosure that an African parent has
to spend an avergae of R25 a year on school books for
each child, while white pupils receive their books comple-
tely free, groups of white school children and students in
Cape Town ond Natal have banded together to collect
books for local African schools.

This move appears to have embarrassed some people in the
Government, at least to the extent that the Secretary for
Bantu Education, Dr. H. ). van Zyl, told the press that Afri-
can schools might receive free books next year. He haste-
ned to odd, however, that other matters would take priority
and it oll depended on enough revenue being collected
from the recently introduced Bantu Income Tax.

SUB STANDARD

Of the 2,552,807 African children in June 1969 24.48 % were
in sub-standard A and only 0.11 % in the matriculation
standard.

(Figures supplied by the Minister of Bantu Education, Mr.
M. C. Botha, In reply to a question tabled by Mrs. Helen
Suzman on 18th August 1970)



FROM OUR

READERS:

The December issue of Sechaba
carried a Discussion article

“Is Economic Growth Disinte-
grating Apartheid?”

The following comments

have been received thus far,
more are invited.

(Sechaba regrets that the acknowledgement to the criginal
article was omnfftted in error. It was indeed first published
in another journal. Editor.)

1. A REVOLUTIONARY
~ POTENTIAL

The article criticises an old and widely held theory of li-
berals and bourgeois economists about the effect of econo-
mic growth on colour bar rigidities. According to the theory,
economic growth, industrial expansion and the consequent
absorption of Africans, Coloureds and Indians in the in-
dustrial sector will change the system of racial relations.
The kiberal view is, thot, as the economy becomes increas-
ingly dependant upon Black and Brown workers, new job
opportunities will be opened to them and the jindustrial
colour bar will be eroded. Africans, Coloureds and Indians
will move into semiskilled and skilled operations; the in-
come gap between them and the Whites will narrow: and
the structure of white supremacy will consequently be un-
dermined. The author of the article rejects these conten-
tions on o number of grounds. His central argument is
thot economic integration is wholly consistent with white
supremacy. To prove this point, he draws attention to the
removal of unemployed and unemployable Africans inclu-

ding women ond children from the towns: the conversion
of African workers into migrants employed under contracts
and housed in compounds on the style of African mine wor-
kers; the elimination of socalled “Black spots” from white
rural areas; and the relocation of industries in the border
regions.

These changes in the economic and social pottern he ar-
gues strengthen ond do not weaken White supremacy and
meet with the approval of the capitalists. Further he points
out that job reservation covers a minute portion of the la-
bour force and is odministered with sufficient flexibility to
provide many loopholes. In the author's opinion, white
workers because of prosperity and high wages are more
tolerant than before to the employment of Africans on what
used to be the whiteman's preserves.

In any event, the argument continues, the main bastion ol
white economic supremocy is the suppression of African
trade unions, collective bargaining and the right to strike.
These three measures are vigorously enforced with the
wholehearted backing of the employing class.

The auther drows the conclusion that economic develop-
ment achieved through an increasing exploitation of African
workers is compatible with apartheid policies, in spite of
the avowed aim of bringing about territorial separotion
between White and Blodk. This declored objective of the
government is o false ideology not seriously contemplated
and presented only in order to provide a moral pretext for
a system of raciol discrimination which is universally con-
demned by the internotional community.

CONTRADICTIONS OVERLOOKED

While agreeing with the author's analysis of the economic
situation and his rejection of the liberal bourgeois econo-
mic thesis, we are of the opinion that he overlooks or un-
derestimates the significance of the contradictions that do
exist in the system. One of these, can be expressed in terms
of the Marxist concept of o contradiction between the
economic structure and the social superstructure. Marx,
Engels and all Marxists ofter them have recognised that
capitalist exploitation generotes o proletariat which is com-
pelled by the nature of the economic systen to develop

.into a class which is antogonistic to the exploiters and

which eventually embarks on o struggle for the overthrow
of the capitalist closs. This struggle assumes the form of
a national liberation movement and of an interracial con-
flict in South Africa. Basically, however, it is the struggle
of a proletariot against the capitalist class. The bigger this
proletariat becomes, the greater the degree of exploitation
suffered, the more certoin we can be of the ultimate out-
come in the form of a struggle for working class power. The
author of the article completely ignores this fundamental
principle of revolutionary theory. Secondly. though less sig-
nificantly, the author ignores the, Bantu Homelands' and
the government's declared policy of selfdetermination in-
cluding secession. It is too soon to arrive at a conclusion
about the possibility of them becoming centres of black
power, but it would be unwise to exclude them from owur
discussions of strategy.

They may be of little consequence ot the present time. They
are small, economically bankrupt, entirely dependent on
the handouts of the white minority regime and without
effective control over their people and resources. They are
in the position of small colonies in o primitive stoge of de-
velopment. They are not however irrelevant, external pres-
sure have compelled the white regime to odopt the lan-
guage of decolonisation, and to transfer a modicum of
authority to African traditional rulers in these regions.
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Authority without power does not however provide a stable
basis for political institutions, and we must ollow for the
possiblility thot the persons with authority will in time also
demond power.

TREND CANNOT BE REVERSED

There are African countries with far smaller. population
than the Transkei, Zululand or Tswanaland, which have in
the past ten yeors become independant and exist under
strong notionalist governments. The transition from colonial
status to independence, once set in motion cannot be re-
versed except by the use of military force. It is one of the
contradictions of the South Africon government's policy.
that the whites in order to maintain their supremacy are
being forced to bring into being potential power centres
from which ottacks could be made on the entire structure
of white supremacy.
We cannot assume that the Matanzimas will remain in
control, they are being challenged by other and more ra-
dical leaders who will hold fast to the vision of a united
South Africa under majority rule.
The two contradictions ore not separcte and distinct. The
contradictions between the superstructure of white supre-
macy and an economic structure based upon a huge blacdk
proletariot interact with and reinforces the contradiction
between an integrated economy and the maturing of sepa-
rate black power centres. The article presents a static and
defeatist perspective which in its own way is far removed
from the realities of a dynomic and potential revolutionary
situation in South Africa.
- Jack and Ray Simons.

2. WHITE LUXURY
BLACK POVERTY

Apologists for cooperation with South Africa have consis-
tently pointed out thot Apartheid can only be reversed or
modified if conditions of prosperity and industrialisation
are created, they argue that if more investments are pum-
ped into the country, then an integration trend will set in.
This line is a reflection of gross ignorance on those who
profess it. Firstly, prosperity in South Africa benefits the
white man i. e. the white capitalists and the white workers.
The falsity of South Africa's prosperity and booming con-
ditions lies in the fact that it connotes white prosperity and
black poverty. Nowhere is capitalist alienation more evident
than in South Africa. The Blacks shoulder the main, part of
producing the country's wealth but this wealth s virtually
expropriated by the white oligarchy while the white man
lives in palatial plaoces, the black mon lives in hovels and
is a victim of the most ravaging diseases.

International economic investments in South Africa net only
increases the white mon’s prosperity but also accords him
a feeling of security. This prosperity salves his conscience
and while stewing in it he conveniently forgets the plight
of the black man. Sheltered in his luxurious life on the ex-
ploitation of the blocks he feels less threatened because of
obundance. The luxury and wealth make him indifferent to
the anguish, agony and insecurity that affect the blodk
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man. He is quick to denounce those who demand a better
deal as subersive who should be dealt with sternly. From
the above, it is clear that economic prosperity prolongs
South Africa’s agony and makes even contradiction and
conflicts less acute. As long as the white worker is not
affected by conditions of depression, as long os he does
not live in squalor and poverty, he will defend white do-
mination because of self interest, because he benefits from
the system.

Some people overseas often justify their advocasy of links
with South Africa by making allusions to some white pro-
gressives. | think a time ha s come for us to dismiss this
myth of white progressives in South Africa. This does not
mean thot there are no white progressive individuals. The
myth that must be exploded is the view that certain white

. opposition parties champion the couse of the black man.

The existing South African white parties all uphold white
domination. The Nationalist party believes in white baas-
skap i. e. unodulterated white supremacy. The United Party
believes in white supremacy as well, ‘but wants to cultivate
and win the budding block middle class. It sees this middle
class as a potential ally in the struggle to thwart the aspi-
rations of the black man. The Progressive Party represents
enlightened white capitalists who see the present ideolo-
gical trends. in the county as a broke on economic pro-
gress. Just as in the period of early development of capi-
talism when the bourgeiosie sow feudalist production re-
lations as a brake on caopitalist production relations, so the
progressives look upon opartheid economic structures as
a similar brake. The Progressive Party also assiduously pro-
motes and cultivates the black middle class. It promises
franchise only to this black middle class and the intelligen-
sia. It thus hopes to emasculate the struggle of the black
masses for the seizure of power. 50 these are the voices
of liberalism thot international copitalism wants to revive
and octivate. All these toctics are carefully designed to
frustrate our revolution. They must be exposed and our
genuine allies must support us on the basis of our pro-
gramme for liberation. )
From the above short analysis, a clear inference can be
drawn, nomely that the pillar of the revolution in our coun-
try is the mobilisation of the Africans and other oppressed
groups and least privileged. Full use must be made as well
of all other revolutionaries. But the least privileged and
the most brutalised are going to be receptive to a call for
sacrifices in order to ochieve liberation. The call to the
black must never be watered down to occomodate liberal
sentiments both at heme and abread.

' Chris

3. ATTACK THIS APOLOGIST
THESIS

The style and longuage of the article belong more to a dry
academic, objective journal than to o committed, mass
circulation magazine like "SECHABA". It is surely the role
of Sechaba to win as widespread a range of support for
the liberation movement as is possible and, in pursuance
of this, articles should be easily readable and digested.

The style flows into the contents of the article. It oppears
somewhot ossified and discusses o lengthy historical period
in a static form. The dynomics of o developing process are



not brought out sufficiently and suggests thot things are as
they were.
Having soid this one must ogree with the critique of the
“sonventional” argument that economic development will
grodually destroy white supremacy. More emphasis needs
to be loid on the fact that the conventional theory is pro-
pounded generally by defenders and apologists (overt o
covert) of the stotus quo. The weakness of the critique is
that it discusses the white population in isolation from
South African society as a whole. The writer himself states
that “actual” apartheid allows for upward occupational
mobility of the Block workers. The argument could then
be posed that at some stoge Black workers will acquire
sufficient skills to make geographical mobility and the
migrant labour system uneconomic and @ hindrance. As
this process continues will not their needs and demands
become more powerful and irresistible? Or is white supre-
macy going to rely on technology and machines to reploce
these skills¢ This factor needs to be clarified in relation to
the argument.
It is not adequately dealt with by merely stating that it has
not happened yet. After all secondary industry in South
Africa really only got under way about twenty years ago.
It was during this period that the majority of African wor-
kers were gradually moving upwards being given more skil-
led occupations. The process is continuous. (It is not so
long ago that Solly Sachs was fighfing for Afrikaoner gar-
ment workers.)
The author put forward figures to show that the border
industries programme has already got off the ground. Ad-
mittedly he says that it is yet but a small percentage of
total economic octivity but contrasts it with the fact thot
there has been no development ot all in the “"homelands”.
This contrast is fallacious even from his own argument for
there never was any intention of developing the reserves —
that would undermine already established industries and
the mines and farms. However, it is questionable whether
any real movement away from estoblished areas to the
border has taken place. Many of the areas defined as
border areas are, in fact, suited to industrial development
and would have aottracted enterpreneurs in any case. The
central Matal Midlands are an example of such an area.
(SACTU had considerable support here in the late fifties.)
Figures which include investment in such areas are invidi-
ous and misleading. A more correct study would be in-
vestment in “homelands”. The terms of such investments
have been made extremely attractive but little development
has token place. On theoretical grounds one cannot see
why border industries should oppear any more attractive
unless the basic necessities (water, transport and power)
are there already. If the above is true then economic fac-
tors, in this instance also, override ideology for the border
industries programme was ideologically conceived. It would
appear then that economic development is following ge-
neral principles but Stote power with the support of the
white population is used to suppress the economic advan-
cement of the Black population.

THE STATE AGAINST THE BLACKS

This brings us starkly face to face with the fundamental
contending forces viz. the state supported by the white
population on the one hand, and the Bladk population,
largely working class, on the other. It is this conflict that
needs resolution and it con only do so by a transfer of
power into Blodk honds. Economic development without
active struggle by the Blocks will not destroy white supre-
macy. Status quo white supremacy can only be maintained
by ever more vicious suppression of the Bladk struggle.

There is no third way. Revolution with the copture of state
power can be the only logical objective of the liberation

movement.

The homelands cannot be dismissed as irrelevant. More
and more of the Black population is becoming involved in
them. Allowing for the fact that opartheid ideclogy does
not synchronise with apartheid practice, hevertheless the

‘Bantustans are a subject for acute discussion within the

Afrikoaner population. The present gn“rn*'l-rlt might find
pressures from the church and universities too much. In
such a situation the homelands could become centres and
bases for revolutionary activity. Such a prospect cannot be
discounted and political stategy must take a fresh look at
the Bontustans. The dubbing of them merely as “frouds”
is no longer enough. In this context the wverligte-
verkrompte differences need closer examination. The Na-
tionolist losses in the recent national and provincial ulu-:-
tions are also relevant in this study.
With regord to the "conventional” theory that economic
development will overthrow white supremacy it is essential
that it be constantly ottocked. Not all our supporters are
equally well informed about South African conditions and
if brainwashed by this apologist thesis they could easily
aoccept apparent "changes” such as the outward-looking
policy, the creation of more homelands, the losses sustained
by the Nationalist Party in the elections as evidence in
justification of this thesis. The divergence of interests of
the white and Black workers needs to be clearly explained.
The call for "unity of the working class” on purely theore-
tical gounds without relotion to the facts is confusing to
the development of correct slogans and propogondo of
the movement. The appeal must be to blocks as blacks.
Randeree
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OBITUARY
Debi Singh

OBITUARY

Rebecca Bunting

One of the most devoted, highly prin-
cipled hercines of our liberatory
struggle died recently in a London
hospital. Rebecca Bunting, widow of
the famous "S5.P.", was bom in

Lithuania 82 years ago. At on early age
she joined the “underground” to fight

South Africa hos lost yet another Con-
gress stolwart. Towords the end of lost
year we received the sod news that
Debi Singh, former Secretary of the
Notal Indion Congress hod died ofter
a long iliness.

Since the departure of Mahotmo
Gandhi from South Africa the N.I.C.
which was formed by the Mahatma in
189% had progressively deteriorated
from a mass movement of the Indian
community into an organisation, repre-
senting in the main, the commercial
closses. Debi os he wos popularly
known by all his many friends ond
collegues, entered the political arena
towards the end of the laost world war,
al a time when the Indion youth were
up in orms ogainst this stoid ond
conservative leadership of the premier
Indian political erganisation, the Natal
Indian Congress (N.I.C.). The following
yeor when Congress lounched a cam-
paign of defiance against the pro-
posed Land Tenure Act the forerunner
of the present infamous Group Areas
Act whereby the government has the
aguthority to move settled communities
into separate watertight ghettoes, Debi
was appointed Secretary of the Possive
Resistonce Council of the N.IC. o

ogainst the pogroms in Tsarist Russio.
She emigrated with her family to South
Africa in 1914, There os Rebecco MNotto-
witz, she joined the International Socio-
list League one of whose founders waos
Sydney Percival Bunting. They married
in December 1916. Two sons were born
of this marriage — Arthur and our own
Brian former editor of "New Age” and
himself now in exile in England.
Johannesburg has always been a centre
of violent political octivity, but this did
not deter Rebecca. It was in the Com-
munist Party that she ond her husband
probably scored their most significant
political Victory. It was largely due to
the Buntings that the viewpoint was
adopted in 1924 that to be a white
Communist was to be openly identified
with the emancipation of all non-White
people in our country. This policy was
to have o profound effect on the
history of the whole liberatory move-
ment.

She represented South Africa ot two
International conferences. The first
during the period of the 1922 Rond
Revolt and the second in 1928 when
the compaign of “Africa for Africans”
hod begun. Inspired by the great Rus-
sian revolution, the Buntings con-
sistently fought for the equality of all
people. Thus in 1922 when 22,000 White
miners struck work against the decision
to moke 2000 White workers redundant,
Rebecca supported the strike; but
pointed out thot the decrecse -in the
ratic of White workers to Block wor-
kers was the wrong issue to be token

special committee set up ta orgonise
aond lead the defiance. In the course
of the struggle thot followed over
2.500 men ond women were imprisoned
including Debi Singh.

He was ogain imprisoned together with
over BO0DO people for participating in the
Defiance of Unjust Lows compaign
organised jointly by the African Natio-
nal Congress and the South African
Indian Congress in 1952,

In 1956 when 156 leaders of the Con-
gress movement were arrested ond
charged with High Treason, Debi wos
once ogain omong the accused and,
when in 1960 following the generol
strike colled by Nelson Mandela in
protest ogoinst the Sharpeville mos-
sacre, the Government declared o State
of Emergency. Debi Singh was among
the thousonds throughout the country
who were imprisoned for six months
without trial.

At the time of his death he was under
severe bans, restricting his movement
to his home town Durban, and denying
him the right to attend ony gotherings,
including social gotherings of more
thon two persons.

Sechaba dips its banner in memory of
this goliont freedom figther. M. P.

up by the rebels. She ogreed that the
workers were correct in striking and
fighting for their rights but were wrong
in making rocialism an issue.
Rebecca soon got to know whot the
inside of o cell looked like. While
campaigning in Tembulond in the late
twenties with her husband, she was
arrested on several occassions and
shadowed for months by the Special
Bronch. She was o poineer victim of
police oppression when many reoders
of this article were not yet born.

And right to the end of her life, Re-
becco fought ond worked for the libe-
ration of the oppressed people of our
country. Her fomiliar figure could be
seen selling literature, obtaining signa-
tures, distributing clothes, collecting
money and hotly debating ‘all issues’
right through the yeors of the second
world war; the Africon miners strike
in 1946: the Defiance Compaign; the
Congress of the People and subsequent
Treason Triol and Emergency. Remar-
kably, in her seventies, she would be
driving her car delivering “New Age”
and collecting jumble in the farthest
comers of Johannesburg. Rebecca was
one of o greot bond of freedom
fighters. Her great strength was her
faith in monkind. Her revolutionary
activity was dedicaoted “to the greatest
couse in the whole world — the libera-
tion of all mankind.”

We solute you, Mother of our move-
ment. Our condolences go out to Brion,
Sonia and the rest of the Bunting
family. W, K.



RELUCTANT REBELLION

The 1906—1908 Disturbances in Natal

Shula Marks. Clarendon Press
Oxford University Press 1970, 80 —

Shula Marks study of the 1906-1908 disturbances in Natal
is a great tribute to her meticulous work. She examined not
only published material, but unearthed a mass of primary
sources on which her work mainly depends. She belongs to
a new and | hope growing number of South African Scho-
lars who see South Africa’s history from the view point of the
African majority and not of the white settlers.
The forerunners of this tradition were W. M. MacMillian
and C. W. de Kiewiet who did much to correct the distorted
version of J. M. Theal and his successors. Not even Mac
Millan and de Kietwiet questioned the morality of white
man's rule. Neither exposed the hypocrasy, acquisitiveness
and inhumanity that characterised the bloody wars which
led to the defeat of the Xhosa, Zulu, Sothe and Tswana who
defended their fomilies, land, cottle and national indepen-
dence against the firearms of Boer commandos and British
redcoats.
Shule Marks uncovers the dirty record of British officials
and settlers in Natal with a success that few ccademic
historians have ochieved. She exposes the white Natalians,
who like their neighbours in the Transvaal and the Free
State, set out to rob Africans of their land, cottle and turn
them into wage slaves for the white masters. She projects
the Bambatha revolt against a broad badkground of Notal's
social structure, examines the prejudice of the settlers to-
wards Indians and Africans and describes the attempts
made to buy the ollegiance of the Coloured community.
She exposes the land robberies perpetrated by the Imperial
government as well as the MNotal colonials and explains
that this, more than any other act of oppression, alienated
the African population and turned it against the settlers.
When the Delimitation Commission of 1902-04, collected
evidence to justify the carving up of Zululand, 906 Africans
testified on o wide range of issues: ond 5,000 listened to
the proceedings in 34 different centres. This shows the
African’s political awareness and determination to resist
the expropriation.

commission reported: ‘The natives must be clearly
mode to understand ... that the presence and predomi-
nance of the white race will be preserved of all hazords ...
and all attempts to destroy its hegemony will be promptly
Punished . . .

CAUSES OF THE UPRISING

The seizure of land, poll tox and oppressive measures
against independent African churches were the substonce
out of which the Bambatha rising developed.

The confiscation of over two million acres of good farm
land, the introduction of a poll tax and backed by puni-
tive expeditions were the immediate causes of the rising.
It culminated in a pitched battle on the 10th June 1906
which ended in the death of chief Bambatha and many of
his followers and the capture of other rebel leaders. South
Africa’s social structure has changed little since the beginn-
ing of the century in spite of its industrial development and
despite the foct that one third of the world is free from
national oppression and class exploitation and that most
of Africa having rid itself of colonial rule is moving forward
to economic independence. Apartheid policies project the
colonial system which Shula Marks has described for Natal.
The Bambatha rebellion was the last defiant attempt by
Africans using traditional weopons and Forms of ergani-
sation to recover their ancient land liberties. They were
conquered but not subdued.
After the Bambatha rebellion Africans learnt to fight the
white invaders with modern political techniques and organ-
isation. The logical succession to the Bambatha rebellion
was the African National Congress, formed to liberate the
whole of South Africa from white minority rule.
We moy repeat here the belief expressed by Rev. lohn
Dube, founder member of the African National Congress,
who wos detained in 1902 for stating that 'justice would be
done only when the African ruled the country’.

R.E S

Arvika Afrikagruppe.

C O Nilsson,

Takene 5-670 30 Edone
Sweden,

Comrades|

We are some young boys who have formed an Africa

Group. Our aim is to fight imperialsm, colonialism,

neo-colonialism, racialism and apartheid in Africo.

Among other actions we have sold Sechaba-copies

during a fair in Arvika. Arvika is a small town with

16 000 inhabitants in western Sweden, not far from

the Norwegian border.

Now we ask South African young refugees to write

to us. Then we will give the addresses to Swedish

boys and girls so that you can make pen-friends in

Sweden. The reasons for this pen-friend-action are

mainly two:

1) We want Swedish youngsters to learn about your
fight for freedom in your country, which is being
oppressed by an inhuman, cruel apartheid re-
gime.

2) We want South African, Namibion and Zimbab-
wian refugees to know that the young people of
Sweden have not forgotten them. Arvika Afrika-
gruppe want to get more people supporting your
fight for freedom.

We also want to get in touch with the families of po-

litical prisoners if possible, so that we can let them

know that we want to help them in their tragic si-
tuation.

People who con give us addresses can write to Evert

Nilsson, Tokene, 5-670 30 Edane, Sweden. |l

Solidarity greetings! AFRICA MAYIBUYEI!

Arvika Afriagruppe.
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REPORT OR ELSE...

The following note was received by
an African living in Hammanskraal,
“You are kindly requested to report
to this office without fail, on ... day
A —— 197 ...ator about. ...
a. m. in connection with o matter
mentioned above. Kindly moke the
necessary arrangements with your
Employer in order to comply with this
order.
You are strongly urged to consider
this matter in a serious light be-
cause the law has o disposition to
throttle men who intentionally foil to
obey Summons.

Yours faithfully,

Bantu Affairs Commissioner.

(Quoted in the Sunday Times

Jhbg)

POP APARTHEID

A Pop Show was disrupted by Go-
vernment officials in Durban recently.
They intervened in Live Musical Show
at a local Durban Cinema when a
group of Coloured Artistes were

banned from appearing with their
fellow Indian Artistes in a show entit-
led “Sounds of Africa”,

The ban was imposed because the
organisiers did not get a Permit from
the Group Areas Boord to perform
before "...An Extra-Racial Audien-
ce .

SUICIDE BECAUSE OF
PASS

- e ==

After he hod been assoulted by o
group of men, robbed of his hat,
jocket, wristwatch and reference
book, o Soweto man committed sui-
cide because he could not bear the
loss of his reference book, o Johan-
nesburg inquest Magistrate heard
yesterday. Mr. W. G. Engelbrecht
heard that Gilbert Gamede, 32 of
Zola, committed suicide by hang-
ing himself from o rofter in the di-
ning room of his parent’s house on
May 26.

-=-"Rand Daily Mail", 6. 10. 70.

DOCTORS BARRED

About 100 South Africans of Indian
Origin studying abroad --- India,
Pakistan and Egypt, will not be allo-
wed to proctice medicine in South
Africa because the Government has
decided not to recognise their de-
grees. It is ironical that whilst there
is"a tremendous shortoge of doctors
in South Africa, the degrees acqui-
red from the Internationally Recog-
nised Universities are of no value,
but the Bantustan Universities are
acceptable.

CLINIC CLOSES

A serious shortage of Doctors in
Durban has resulted in the closure
of the Dicbetic Section of the non-

white clinic in Beotrice Street, Dur-
ban. Paotients hove been diverted to
another hospital in Congella some
miles away.

A member of the Hospital Board Mr.
A. 5. Kajee said, “If the clinic is re-
opened, hundreds of elderly patients
would be saved the tiresome and
costly bus journey to Congella”™.

DUMMY INSTITUTION

South Africa’s 600,000 Indions were
not convinced thot the Government
- appointed South African Indian
Council was adequately representing
their intersts said Mr. H. E. Joosub,
the chairman of this Dummy Institu-
tion.

GASSED

The Government in their haste to
carry out the Group Areas against
the Indians, expel the residents, bull-
doze the houses, throw barbwire

netting around the sites, cut electri-
city and gas pipes. As a result of
one such campaign in Fordsburg Jo-
hannesburg, a father and his eleven
year old son died from Seeping Gas.
The authorities said their deaths were
due to "An unfortunate accident”,
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