VOL 9
NO 112

r
L
I

NOV/DEC
1975

NUCLEAR
CONSPIRACY

FRG collaborates
to strengthen

Apartheid




Vol. 9 Nos 11/12 Nov/Dec 1975

49 Rathbone Street
LONDON W 14--4NL
Telegrams & Cables:
SECHABA LONDON W I
Telephone: 580-53 03

Published quarterly

Annual Subsription Rates:
L 1.50/Europe.

6 dollars U.5.4. and Canada

Includes postage

CONTENTS

Fighting Talk: Fight the Nuclear Conspiracy between West Germany and RSA
Declaration on South Africa’s Militarisation

THE NUCLEAR CONSPIRACY

Introduction

Summary

Uranium Resources

The Development of South Africa’s Nuclear Programm
The Uranium Enrichment Programme

The Nuclear Conspiracy

South Africa’s Desire for Nuclear Weapons
FRG Strengthens Apartheid

What is to be done ?

Chronological Order of Events

List of Names and Abbreviations

DOCUMENTS

Letter from the former South African Ambassador at Cologne, Johann Kunz Uys, to his, then designated successor,
Donald B. Sole, Department of Foreign Affairs, Pretoria, December 2, 1968
Letter from J.P.B. Hugo, deputy director general of the Atomic Energy Board of South Africa, to the Head: Institute

for Nuclear Technology, Karlsruhe, February 13, 1970 :

Letter in German from the Secretary of State, Hans-Hilger Haunschild, of the Bonn Ministry for Education and Science

to Dr. A.J.A. Roux, Chairman of the South African Atomic Energy Board, outlining efforts being made by the West

German government to keep nuclear cooperation with South Africa secret

Itinerary in German for visit by Dr. Roux, dated February 27, 1973. The programme included visits to the G.K. West

Power Station; the head office of STEAG; inspection of coal-steam-gasification facility at the Lunen Power Station;

meetings with Dr. Bund, chairman of the STEAG, Dr. Voelcker and Geppert, directors of STEAG

Telegram from Dr. Helmut Voelcker, Direktor of the Nuclear Energy Department of STEAG, to Dr. A.J.A. Roux -
Letter from Messrs. Voelcker and Geppert to Dr. Roux

THE GERMAN PRESS: A selection from the West German press on the conspiracy

Part or all of this paper may be freely reproduced and quoted. Please acknowledge source. Press
cuttings of any extensive reproduction or comments should be sent to
African National Congress (South Africal, P. O. Box 1791, Lusaka

Printed by ‘Tastomat Eggersdorf’, G. D. R.



ighting Talk

FightingTalk

Fighting Talk -«

Fight the nuclear
onspiracy between

West Germany

Ut is a serdid lale - of four greal and
rich Western powers, each of which in
public protests s detestation of racw-
fism, colonialism and apartheid, and
each of which m practice 15 compeling
with the others for the profits these
evils produce. Brilain  and  America
tmpose sanciions on Rhodesia - France
and West Germany defy them; Britain
and America place an arms embargo
on South Africa - Francé and West
Germany stab them in the back. And
yel an ugly suspicion arises that the
role of the defiers, though superficial-
ly antagonistic, is not really contrary
to broader imperialist strategy at all ..’

frem GREAT POWER CONSPIRACY
B 42 - published fry the ANC (1966)

(-especially in view aof the XSouthern
African policy of the United Siates, as
enunciated in its infamous Memorandum
38 wherein it is committed 1o supipriri
the white racist regimes of fan Smith
and  Vorster, and Britain's continued
use of Simonstoun from which base
her Navy regularly helds joint  naval
exercies with the South African Navy...
Edo)

The continuing and increasing  supply
of ITI'I{J-I:JErn weapons by the leading im-
P:E‘ﬂéllist countrics to the apartheid re-
Kime; Ith* drawing in of the Vorster re-
BIMc into NATO's aggressive schemes:

the recent West German  admission
that certain West German  industries
are constructing an  uranium enrichment
plant and nuclear reactors for South
Africa are all matters which should
cause grave concern for all those who
desire world peace and security.

The international community has wat-
ched with increasing disquict the growth
of South Africa’s armory of conventio-
nal weapons and the development of a
locally-based armaments industry  aided
by the United States, the Federal Re-

public of Germany, Britain, France
and Italy.

The recent exposure by the African
National Congress of South Africa

of the close nuclear collaboration bet-
ween  the Federal Republic and the
South African aparthecid regime by
the publication of their document
‘the Nuclear Conspiracy” which is re-
produced in full in the following pages,
clearly shows the speed with which
racist South Aflrica is moving towards
becoming a nuclear power..

The Federal Government at first  de-
nicd any cooperation with South Af-
rica in the field of nuclear development.
It then tried to divert the attention
of the world by getting one ol its ge-
nerials to  resign.  Finally, it accepted
that an uranium enrichment plant ancl
nuclear reactors are being built by West

and South Africa

German  companies for South  Alrica
(a sclection of reports from the West
German press published at the end of
this issue show this up all too clearly).
The Federal Government argues, how-
ever, that these are being done by pri-
vate companies and that the Federal
Government could not interfere with
private enterprise.

We challenge this conc L'ptiuﬂ, or, rather
should we say, deception.

In the first instance no German co-
pany could export any strategic ma-
terial without an export licence issued
by the Federal government. Because
of the high risk involved in exporting
such material as we show in our do-
cument, no company will take the
chance of cxporting to South Africa
without, what is known as the Hermes
guaraniee which has to be issued by
the Federal government.

The Kraftwerk-Union which has un-
dertaken to build South Africa’s nu-
clear reactors recently requested  the
Federal government to  insure them

under the Hermes guarantee that they
will be granted an export licence when
they complete their work.

We pointed out at a press conference
in Bonn on October 8, that if the Fe-
deral government is really not involved
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in cooperating with the racist South
African regime let them ‘today reject
both these requests by Kraftwerk Union’.

The West German company STEAG
which is building the uranium enrich-
ment plant for South Africa is close-
ly linked with the Federal government.

In the diagram on page 18 of our docu-
ment we clearly show just how much
control the Federal government has
with STEAG. Let us give just onc area
through which this control comes.

The government of the FRG has a 40 %
share in the Ruhrkohle AG and Ruhr-
kohle has 51 % shares in STEAG. This
is not all. Rubrkohle receives a govern-
ment subsidy of 520 million dollars
a year ! Can there be any doubt on
these figures alonc of the Federal govern-
ment's heavy involvement with South
Alfrica through STEAG ?

Let us take this a little further and deal
with another murky aspect of this epi-
sode: At a time when Ruhrkohle is
closing down collieries and laying off
German miners, Ruhrkohle - heavily
subsidised by the Federal government in
order, it is said, to protect the jobs of
German miners, will from 1976 be
importing 2 millions tons of coal from
South Africa because, as is well known, it
is cheaper for them to import coal from
South Africa than to mine it in the
Republic because of the slave labour
conditions of the black mine workers in
South Africa.

In the military [lield also there is extreme-
ly close cooperation between the FRG
and racist South Africa.

We have copies of a hand-written docu-
ment in which a Mr. Thoenges, a coding
expert with the Military Attache at
the South African Embassy in Bonn
writes that the company MAN, in Nuern-
berg, has received an order to produce
turbines for ESCOM and that he was
making NATO codings on these tur-
bines in cooperation with the Bundes-
wehr.

A representative of the ANC phoned
MAN - Nuernberg pretending he was
Mr. Thoenges and obtained the infor-
mation that such an order was placed
on September 11, 1974.
Meanwhile, scientists [rom the Nuclear
Research Center in Jilich, FRG, have
told us that South Africa had really
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ordered compressors from MAN and
from their construction it was clear
that these were for a jet-nozzled Uranium
Enrichment Plant.

However, MAN repeatedly denied having
such an order. But on September 2o, a
spokesman for MAN confirmed the
order for compressors for South Africa
in a telephone interview with a repre-
sentative of Associated Press.

It is not without significance that Ad-
miral Biermann, head of the South
African Armed Forces visited Nuern-
berg, where MAN is situated on Novem-
ber 9, 1974 soon after the order for
compressors was placed.

We also have detailed documents of
meetings held in 1965, 1967 and 1968
of the nuclear suppliers group which
include South Africa, the Federal Re-
public, France, Britain and the USA.
These documents are being processed
by our Rescarch Department and may
be prepared for publication later.

Some government ministers in Bonn
use the argument that the constructing
of the South African uranium enrich-
ment plant helps the West German
export trade, and also opens up em-
ployment prospects for our people. We
shall dismiss the second reason with the
contempt it deserves, because almost
all workers in such a sensitive area will
most certainly be white. In reply to
the first contention, the construction
of this plant will help South Africa to
compete with the Federal Republic in
supplying the Western world with en-
riched uranium.

Why not construct this plant in the Fe-
deral Republic ? The answer is simple:
it is uncconomic. It will eat up too
much energy which the Federal Repub-
lic could ill-afford. In South Alflrica, on
the other hand, because of its slave
labour policy, energy is produced at a
fraction of what it costs to produce
elsewhere.

Coming back to the jet-noziled system
for enriching uranium we note that
this system was developed by the Gesell-
schaft fiir Kernforschung (GIK), a govern-
ment  institution, and STEAG could
not produce this system without the
Federal government’s prior permission.
So the conspiracy is complete.

We are quite certain that today no
company in the Federal Republic will
invest in South Africa without insurance
under the Hermes guarantee or without
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some knowledge that they will get
export licenses - both from the Federal
government. With the death of Portu-
guese colonialism they have not only
seen the writing on the wall in so far
as the whole of the Southern Alfrican
situation, they have read it |

The balance of forces in Southern Africa
has dramatically changed with Mozam-
bigque’s independence; with Angola mo-
ving towards independence, with Ian
Smith in grave trouble; with South Africa
on the rack of world opinion on Namibia
and the growing revolt inside the apart-
heid laager.

No businessman risks his neck in the
situation that now obtains in South
Africa. He needs guarantces. And, in
the Federal Republic such guarantees
are available. They are available from
the Federal government. And, there-
fore, the Federal Government could
not escape its responsibility in the con-
spiracy.

We do not have to draw the attention
of our readers to the grave danger these
developments present to independent
Africa and indeed to the whole world.

Once racist South Africa becomes a
nuclear power, vne does not have to
stretch one's imagination too much to
realise that the apartheid regime will
usc its position to threaten and black-
mail Africa. Already, it is blatantly
infiltrating its armed [orces into An-
gola in support of counter revolutio-
nary elements within the country. There
can be no doubt that this process will
be repeated against all governmenis
in independent  Alrica who express
their abhorrence of apartheid, racism,
colonialism and imperialism.

In the name of the people of South
Alrica, the African National Congress
demands that the Federal Republic of
Germany, France, the USA, Britain
and other countries forthwith desist
from proping up the apartheid regime
through their [inancial and technical
assistance to make white South Africa
a nuclcar power and to end forthwith
the supply of arms and military tech-
nical know-how to an avowedly fa-
scist regime. We urge all our readers
to support this demand and to pro-
pagate and work for its implementation,
wherever possible, in the interests of
world peace and security.

October 3o, 1975,



htingTalk

FightingTalk -«

Fighting Talk -«

Declaration

on South Africa’s
militarisation

A Seminar on South Africa’s Militarisation, held in Brussels on 18 an 19 October 1975, with the participation of representatives
of a number of democratic organisations, Southern African national liberation movements and United Nation bodies adopted

the following Declaration ...

The South African regime is continuing
its illegal and highly militarised occu-
pation of Namibia. It has established
many new military bascs in the territory,
in addition to the large Air Force base
in the Caprivi Strip, and has set up a
sub-station at Walvis Bay as part of the
Advokaat communications systems.

Fifteen vecars ago, after the Sharpeville
massacre and the attainment of inde-
pendence by a number of African states,
the racist and colonialist regime n

South Africa embarked on a plan for
massive military expansion.

This was the result of the failure of the
South African regime to suppress the
struggle for national liberation in the
country, despite the ruthless measures
of repression, and its inability to stem
the tide of African liberation in col-
lusion with the most reactionary ele-
ments in the n‘::}lunia_l POWETS.

The

programme of militarisation, ac-

companied by a reign of terror within
the country, had four main aims:

— to counter the liberation movement
which was obliged, because of the ter-
rorist measures used by the South Af-
rican regime to undertake an armed
struggle to secure national liberation;

— to threaten independent African
States and prevent assistance by them
to the struggle for national liberation

The Royal Navy task force exchanged crests with the city of Cape Town during the recent joint sea exercises with the South

African Navy in Cape waters.
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in South Africa, Namibia, Zimbabwe,
Angola and other neighbouring countries;

— to establish hegemony over Southern
Africa; and

— to cooperate with Western powers
in a military alliance, thereby reinfor-
cing the security of racist and colo-
nialist domination in Southern Africa.

Following an appeal by the late Chief
Albert Lutuli, President-General of the
African National Congress of South
Africa, Afro-Asian and Socialist States
and many democratic organisations all
over the world launched a campaign for
an arms embargo against South Africa.
The United Nations adopted a number
of resolutions since 1962 calling for a
strict arms embargo by all States.

The Organisation of African Unity,
the Non-aligned movement and others
took action to press for the full imple-
mentation of this embargo, especially
by the Western powers.

As, a result of the efforts of these inter-
national bodies, supplemented by those
of detfiocratic organisations committed
to solidarity with the liberation move-
ment, a number of governments announ-
ced an end to supply of arms and mili-
tary equipment to South Africa.

At the same time, some Western powers,
especiallyFrance, the Federal Repub-
lic of Germany, the USA, Britain and
Italy with wvested interests in South
Africa, utilise every opportunity and
every loophole in the -arms embargo to
enable the racist and colonialist regime
to build up its military might. As inter-
national pressure increased, they resorted
increasingly to secret dealings.

The most sinister and dangerous aspect
of Western military involvement with
apartheid South Africa is the recent re-
velation that South Africa is an incipient
nuclear power. The aggressive nature of
the South African regime forces one Lo
believe that it may, in fact, produce
its own nuclear weapons and will use
them to threaten and blackmail indepen-
dant Africa and pose a threat to world
peace.

Taken together with the fact that South
Africa has now been drawn closer to
NATO by the provision of NATO's
Donald B. Sole with Erna-Maria Leber codification system for equipment and
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spares to South Africa, and the Federal
Republic of Germany's participation and
planning in the construction of the Ad-
vokaat military communications system
which is used for surveillance of the
South Atlantic and Indian Ocean areas,
it is clear that a great military coalition
is being planned between the NATO
countries, France and South Alfrica.

This current military build-up in South
Africa, made possible by massive in-
crease in its military budget since 1960
- from 4o million Rand to nearly l.ooo
million Rand, together with the expan-
sion of its armed forces which now num-
ber 2o00.000, almost wholly Whites out
of a total white population of less than
4 million - is clear testimony of South
Africa’'s determination to utilise its full
military might in order to preserve the
status quo within the country, and to
continue the brutal repression of the
Black population and the whole pro-
gressive movement.

The South African regime is continuing
its illegal and highly militarised occu-
pation of Namibia. It has established
many new military bases in the territory,

in addition to the large Air Force base

in the Caprivi Strip, and has set up a
sub-station at Walvis Bay as part of the
Advokaat communications system.;

The systematic military build-up in Na-
mibia is not only intended to resist the
armed struggle of the Namibian people
under the leadership of SWAPO, but
also to threaten African countries beyond
the borders of Namibia.

The recent invasions of Southern Angola
by South African troops is a blatant
violation of international law and an act
of aggression against the independence
and territorial integrity of Angola.
It is also a clear challenge to the United
MNations and the Organisation ol Alrican
Unity and to all freedom-loving peoples.

Vorster's maneuvres for ‘normalisation
of relations with African States, under
the false and misleading call for so-
called detente, while stepping up its
military build-up and aggression, are
intended essentially to lull the African
States into acquiescence in the racist
regime's nefarious plans for expansion
and to [facilitate wider military links
with Western powers. They pose a grave
danger to the security, independence and
territorial integrity ol the independent

African States. They must be vigorous-
ly combatted and frustrated in order to
avert danger to peace in Southern Africa.

Vorster's recent approach to independent
African States have been coupled with
increased repressions in the country and
speeding up of the establishment of pup-
pet Bantustan regimes.

There can be no detente with the cri-
minal and racist regime in Pretoria,
The isolation and destruction of this

Georg Leber, Minister of Defence

regime, which has been characterised
by the Organisation of African Unity
as the main enemy of Africa is, indeed,
an essential prerequisite for genuine
detente in Southern Alrica.

Solidarity with the liberation movements
and with the leaders in prison - Nelson
Mandela, Walter Sisulu, Herman Toivo
ja Toivo and others - and not fraterni-
sation with racists and colonialists is
the path to peace in Southern Africa.
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H. Schulte, Chairman of the Executive €. B. Rohwedder, Secretary of State of the Federal Ministry of Economic Affaires
Commitiee of STEAG with Blohm, President of the South African—German Chamber of Trade and Industry.

Uranium mine Roessing in  Namibia
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Lieutenant General G, Rall

This Seminar therefore:

—appeals to the United Nations to
take effective measures to ensure the
full implementation of arms embargo,
and the cessation of all forms of mili-
tary C{]llpt‘rd.liﬂn with the South Af-
rican regime.

—denounces the governments of France,
the United Kingdom and the United
States of America for preventing a man-
datory arms embargo, under Chapter VII
of the United Nations Charter, by the
exercise of their veto.

~appcals to those member States of
NATO which support the liberation of
Southern Africa to exert all their in-
Mluence to prevent any NATO involve-
ment in Southern Africa, and to dis-
suade notably the Federal Republic of
of Germany, France, the United Kingdom
and the United States of America from
further collaboration with the racist and
colonialist regime,

—appeals to States bordering the Indian
Ocean, the Organisation of African
Unity and the Non-aligned States to
take all necessary steps to frustrate the
maneuvres of the South African regime,
in cooperation with the Western powers,
to step up military activity in the Indian
Ocean and the adjacent areas, and con-
demns the agreement of the British Go-
vernment for the development of a
U. 5. base in Diego Garcia.

—condemns the maneuvres of the Vorster

‘uclear Research Centre Pelindaba

regime for so-called detente with the
independent  African States and de-
clares that there can be no detente
with a racist regime committed to apart-
heid and denial of the inalienable rights
of the South African pcoples to free-
dom and independence,

—appeals to all organisations concerned
to publicise widely all information con-
cerning South Africa’s militarisation, and
collaboration by Western States with
that regime, with a view to launching
mass campaigns for the isolation of
South Africa; and to observe a week of
campaigns - from March 14-21, 1976 -
highlighting the racist regime's aggres-
sive military policies.

—calls on workers of Western countries,
their trade union organisations and the
international working class as a whole,
to make a special effort for the imple-
mentation of the measures embodied
in"the resolutions adopted by the Inter-
national Trade Unions Conference in
Geneva in June 1973, to supply increa-
sing information to the international
public about the schemes of the South
African regime and the cooperation
given to them by the Western govern-
ments, the multinational companies and
the arms manufacturers.

—further appeals to the United Nations
to strongly condemn the invasions of
South African Armed Forces into An-
gola as an act of aggression, and to adopt
measures to prevent the South African

regime from further acts of aggression.

—requests the United Nations and the
OAU in cooperation with the liberation
movements and solidarity movements in
NATO member countries to publicise
all evidence of collaboration by NATO
or NATO organs or NATO officials with
the South African regime in violation
of undertakings given to United Nation
bodies; as well as similar collaboration
by France and other countriks in vio-
lation of United Nations resolutions.

—calls on the United Nations to exclude
South Africa from membership,

—condemns the open and secret col-
laboration by the governments of the
Federal Republic of Germany, France,
the United Kingdom, the United States
of America and other countries in the
military plans of the South African
regime,

—appeals to all governments and orga-
nisations to provide all necessary as-
sistance to the liberation movements
in their struggle for independence of
South Africa, Namibia and Zimbabwe,

—welcomes the decision of the World
Peace Council to organise an interna-
tional conference on South Africa in
Europe during the second half of next
year and believes that such a conference
will help to further isolate the racist
regime; and assist the liberation move-
ments.
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INTRODUCTION

While the regime in Pretoria tries to project a public image of peace and detente, it is simultaneously engaged in reinforcing
Jurther fts military and agressive power, and the threat i poses to inlernational peace and securtly has grown in intensity and
magnitude. The international community has watched with disquiet the growth of South Africa’s armory of conventional wea-
pons and the development of a locally based armaments industry aided by licensing and technical co-operation agreements with
the United States, the Federol Republic of Germany, France, the United Kingdom, and Italy. Hitherto, very little attention
has been devoied to the growth of nuclear potential, and South Africa has been relegated to the second rank among powers with
the capacity o develope nuclear weafrons,
However, by 1968, 1he regime was itself proclaiming its ability to manufacture nuclear weapons. Since then, the determination to
construct a weanium enrvichment plant, the agreements for ils construction recently concluded in the Federal Republic of Ger-
many, and the wdvanced stage of the development of the project programme, finally establish the nuclear capacity beyond doubt:
Jor the regime has now acgquired aceess (o and control of both the scieniific expertise required and the malerial resources, The de-
termination to proceed with a project which cannot be economically justified either in terms of the enormous capital required,
nor i terms of iy operating costs, can only be explained in terms of (s miditary significance; a significance emphasized by the
clandestine manner in which the project has been developed, the regime’s failure to subscribe to the Non Proliferation Treaty and
repeated aobjections to placing (s mines or ore processing plunts under infernational inspection,
The African National Congress believes that the regime, which has not hesitated (o use the most ruthless lerror against its own
peaple, will not flinch, when driven to desperation, from unleashing a holocaust upon the continent of Africa and the world,
The South AAfrican regime has long soughi (o butiness itself and to maintain the privileged status of its white supporters, by acting
as the tool of the imperialist powers. South Africa is now being established as a convenient loophole in any mternational agree-
menis Lo limil conventional or nuclear weapons: for by licensing, technical and financial agreements and collaboration with the
imperialist powers, that which it is attempled to control among the major powers, is being carried out indirectly in South /A frica.
It is incumbent upon the nations of the world in the interests of their own securily o examine closely the development of the
armaments industry in South Ajfrica, and in particular the implications of the establishment of a wranium enrichment plant which
will produce unconirolled concentraled fisston material for nuclear weapons, Despite Pretoria’s boasts of having invented its own
“unique™ process for enrichment the cvidence we publish  here establishes the degree to which its nuclear development has been
and stifl s dependent upon oulside assistance. The Soulh African nuclear programme is not yel self-generative nor is the situation
beyaned redem plion,
fgiioring bath The appeals _frr:m the oppressed people uj" South Africa and numerous resolutions of the Uniled Nations, the Federal
Republic of Germany has increased ilx collaboration with apartheid. It has established itself as the largest trade partner and
supplicr of credits, Military co-eperation has been increasing, and the FRG has been acting as the agent for the integration of the
apartheid regime into the NATO allianee, Clandestinely and in defiance of its own infernational obligations it is collaborating in
i'.'ifnh.fh'ﬁfug a weelear arsesiad on Hhe condfimend -nf-ljﬁ-r'ﬂ,
In the name of the people of South Africa, the African National Congress demands that the Federal Republic of Germany cease
Jortheeith its financial and technical assistance in the building of the wranium enrichment plant in our country,
In the interests of international peace and security, the nations and peoples of the world must call the Federal Republic of Ger-
mMany lo aceound,

Lusaka, Sepiember 1975
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summary

A uranium enrichment plant is to be built
in South Africa. The entire project has
been developed with the assistance of the
state-owned Society for Nuclear Research
(Gesellschaft fiir Kernforschung — GFK)
Karlsruhe, Federal Republic of Germany
(FRG), the state controlled company
STEAG in Essen (FRG) and with the
agreement and active participation of the
Federal Government in Bonn,

Though the Pretoria regime has claimed
that it has developed a “unigue’ process
for wranium enrichment, the process to
be used is an adaptation of the jet nozzle
method developed in the FRG by
Prof. Bechker. The adaptation has been
carried out in collaboration with scien-
tists from the FRG and in conditions of
great secrecy.

Initial orders for equipment for the plant
were placed with the MAN company
Niirnberg, (FRG) in September 1974 and
the construction of the prototype is to
begin next year. The plant is estimated to
cost § 1400m to install. An ancilliary
power station will have to be constructed
at a cost of a further § 800m in order
to provide the energy for the process.

Financial assistance from the FRG for the
construction of the plant is still under
consideration, and may come directly
through STEAG participation, or indi-
rectly through Brazil, to whom the FRG
has extended excessive credits ostensibly
for the supply of two nuclear power sta-
tions,

A uranium enrichment plant in South Af-
rica cannot be justified economically and
can only be explained in political and mi-
litary terms. As Pretoria has refused to
sign the Non Proliferation Treaty, it will
be able to use the enrichment plant to
produce uncontrolled material for nuclear
weapons. The threat of proliferation
could be used to deter embargoes and
sanctions, while the threat to use nuclear
weapons could be used to extend apart-
heid’s hegemony on the continent of Af-
rica. The use of nuclear weapons cannot
be precluded, as a desperate measure to
preserve the apartheid state.

Tl ADD. EALEG EDELH
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SOUTH AFRICAN EMBASSY

AIRMAIL

ey Go,

19th December, 1968

I wish to thank you for your letter 4/2/2/1 of 5th
December, enclosing copies of your Letters of Credence and

copies of the speech.

The speech has now been translated

in the Embassy and I enclose herewith a copy of the trans-

lation.
in order.

Please let me know whether you find the translation

Regarding the speech, I should be grateful if you would
permit me to comment on the inclusion in the speech of a
reference to nuclear energy and the production of uranium

= vide the penultimate paragrn,}m.

As you know, the East

Germans have for many years accused the FPederal Republiec and
South Africa of cl®se co-operation in this particular field

and of secretly producing atomic weapons.

I fear that the

reference to nuclear energy - even though you specifically
mention the peaceful uses of such energy - and South Africa
as & majer uranium producer, and the fact that you
specifically express the hope, as South Africa's Governor

on the IAEA, to be able to give special attention to this
aspect of the relations between us, could be seized upon by
our enemies as further proof of the collaboration of which we

Uranium
Ressources

Uranium as combustible matter for nuc-
lear reactors has gained significance sin-
ce the increasing control of the OPEC
states over their oil reserves. Earlier, due
to the fall-back in the construction of
nuclear power stations and with the
general limitation of nuclear armaments,
the demand, price and prospecting for
uranium had decreased. (Australia, whose
ore osits are considered the richest
in uranium content had closed down pro-
duction completely). At present the
economically wuseful wuranium deposits
in South Africa amount to 163.000 tons,
They are of low concentration and were
initially a by-product in gold-mining.
Namiht(a ist known to possess about
100.000 tons of natural uranium over
which South Africa seeks to maintain

control. Together both countries con-
tain 20 % of the world's economically

useable wranium deposits. During the
19605 when world demand was low,
South Africa stockpiled a considera-
ble quantity of uranium and even in
1975 South Africa’s income from urani-
um exports amounted to only $ 53 mi-
llion (1), which, on the basis of world
market prices is equivalent to 2,600
tons of uranium.

Development

of South
Africa’s
Nuclear
Program

The South African Atomic Energy Board
was established in 1949 and the country's
first uranium plant was opened in 1952,
South Africa’s atomic and nuclear pro-

mes received considerable direct as-
sistance from the United States. Safari I,
South Africa's first reactor at Pelindaba
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have been accused for so long.

This we should avoid.

Moreover, from the German side it may prove difficult to
prepare a proper reply in this connexion for inclusion in the
Federal President's answer at the presentation of credentials
ceremony, especially as both your speech and the President's
reply will be published in the official bulletin which

enjoys wide circulation.

Mr. D.B. Sole,
Department of Forein Affairs,

Pretoria,

I feel that the less said in publie

at this stage about this aspect of our relations with the
Federal Republiec, the more success we shall be able to
achieve tehind the scenes. It is therefore strongly re-
commended for your consideration that the particular

paragraph in the speech be omitted.

I ghould be grateful to receive your views on the

above comments, before handing a copy of the speech and
translation to Dr. von Rhamm in Protocol.

zl r",{..a..u.,-a ,.:l.---:-~.t:|-£-1|--""""""/lIIiI

in the Transvaal was built upder the Uni-
ted States “Atoms for Peace*-programme
and installed at a cost of § 1l million.
The United States Atomic Energy

Commission’s laboratory at Oak Ridge
trained most of the South African engi-
neers and nuclear scientists. Local
research and development had been
spurred by the establishment in 1957 of
a Nuclear Physics Research Unit at the
University of Witwatersrand in Johannes-

By 1965, Safari 1 had gone ‘critical® and
two years later Pelindaba Zero (Safari 2),
South Africa's second reactor was open-
ed. In that same vyear, legislation was
enacted prohibiting the publication of
information relating to the prospecting,
production, and pricing of uranium (2).

By then the Federal Republic of Ger-
many  had become involved in South
Africa's nuclear programme. The South
African Digest published by the
Department of Information confirmed
the close cooperation and that ,South
African nuclear scientists and techno-
logists have been and are being trained
at research establishments in West Ger-

many, while others frequently pay wvi-
sits to such institutions when they come
overseas” (3). However, by the end of
the following year, 1968, South Africa
was anxious to conceal both the extent
and nature of the FRG collaboration,
for as the regime's Ambassador in Bonn
warned his successor: ,, the less said in
public at this stage about this aspect
of our relations with the Federal Re-
public, the more success we shall be able
to achieve behind the scenes,“(p 4/5).
The *success’* sought is now revealed:
close collaboration with the FRG in
research and development of uranium
enrichment, and FRG assistance in the
establishment in South Africa of a urani-
um enrichment plant - a development
which significantly increases the apart-
heid regime's nuclear weapons capacity,
by giving it access to concentrated fission
material which is subject te no inter-

national control.

Natural wranium obtained after pro-
cessing in the extraction plants consists
of 99,3 % of the heavy isotope U 238
and only 0.7 % of the lighter U 235
which is useable for bombs and
power-producing nuclear reactors. For

the operation of nuclear reactors (i.e. th
economic use of wuranium) th
concentration of U 235 must be increase
to 3 %, for weapons it must reach 90%

Before enrichment, uranium dioxyd
must be chemically transformed int
gaseous uranium hexafluoride. Th
enrichment of the isotope U 235 is
technically difficult and expensiv
process, The degree of enrichmen
required however, - whether for use i
nuclear reactors or for weapons, does no
necessarily require new techniques, sinci
the enrichment process can be re
peated wuntil desired concentration i
reached. - The combustion of the !
Yo-enriched U 235 used in nuclear reactor

oduces plutonium which is also suitabl
or the production of atomic bombs

Uranium
Enrichment
Project

On September llth 1974 the state-owne
Energy Supply Commission (ESCOM
placed an order worth S 184m with th
West German firm MAN in Nirnber
for compressors to be used i
the construction of a  uraniun
enrichment plant in South Africa. Th
plant will be operated on the basis of th
jet-nozzle system developed in the Fede
ral Republic of German
Within the next two months, the STEAC
company in Essen, a fuel energy concen
controlled by the Federal Government
is expected to take a decision o
whether it will participate in the Soutl
African project financially, in additior
to its involvement - in providing th
technical expertise for the constructior
and operation.

The plant , the construction of whicl
is to commence in 1976, will be abl
to enrich uranium for both civil (11
and military (12) purposes. Soutl
Africa is not a signatory of the Inter
national  Nuclear Non-Proliferatior
Treaty, while the Federal R%:bh:
of Germany has signed the aty
According to South African statements
the plant is to produce enriched urani
um for export and for the operatior
of  domestic ower-stations,  anc
will also enable South Africa to pro
duce her own nuclear weapons (I12)
STEAG has sought to justify its par
ticipation in the enrichment plant ir
South Africa on the grounds that there
by the increasing needs of Germar
power-stations could be met (13) inde
pendently of the current suppliers:
the USA and USSR. However the
Non-Proliferation Treaty prohibits the
acquisition of enriched uranium from
any non-signatory state such as South
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Africa (14). Thus the FRG is clearly inten-
ding to violate its treaty obligations.
Despite claims by South African politi-
cians and scientists at the primary stage
of the project that their uranium enrich-
ment method was “unique in its concept®’
and "unequalled in the history of our
country” (15), the evidence indicates
that far from being unique the method
to be used by South Africa is an adap-
tation of the West German jet-nozzle
system.In addition to this system there
are two other known methods of uranium
enrichment to be used commercially :gase-
ous diffusion and the gas centrifuge
process.

Gaseous diffusion is at present the
only method used for large scale
production. It is used by the USSR, USA,
Great Britain, France, and China. Only
the USSR and USA produce sufficient
enriched uranium over and above their
own military “requirements” to supply
nuclear power stations at home and ab-
road.

The gas centrifuge process is believed
to be the most economical, and Britain,
Holland and the FRG have combined
to develope the process further. A plant
has not yet been established.

The jet nozzle system: The system was
invented by Prof. Becker of the Society
for Nuclear Research (GFK), Karlsruhe.
Professor Becker worked in South Africa
in 1970, Dr. W.L. Grant, the South
African specialist on enrichment has
published work on this system and is
known to have wisited Germany at
twice (1969 & 1975). South African
scientists including Dr. H.J. du T. van
der Linde, Dr. W. E. Stumpif, R.].
Schmitt and Wilmot of the Atomic
Energy Board reccived specialist training
at Karlsruhe in 1969/70. Training of
scientists continued thereafter and
at least seven South African scientists
visited the Nuclear Research Centre
(Kernforschungszentrum-KFZ) a GFK
subsidiary in 1973 /4,

From the outset, officials in the FRG
have been involved in the project to
cstablish an uranium. enrichment plant
in South Africa, The President of the
AEB, Dr. Roux, visited the Federal
Republic on at least five occassions
between 1972/75,

The South African Minister of Mines,
Koornhof, discussed the matter with
members of the government in Bonn
and with the chairman of STEAG,
Dr. Bund in 1975. Prime Minister Stol-
tenberg (CDU) of Schleswig-Holstein
who is former Federal Minister of
Science, discussed the project in
South Africa at the nuclear centre Pe-

lindaba in 1973 and 1974, as did Mr.

Federal Ministry of

Haunschild, Secretary of State of the
Recsearch  and

The Head: Institute for Muclear Techoology,

Technische Hochachuls Karlsruhe,
Reaxtorstation, Leopoldshafen,
KARLE®NIE

Tederal fepublic of Germany

Daar Sir,

44-0253 Pr

o/P

43 FEC

In the latter half of this year, Mr. P.J. Wilmot, a senlor scleatist
of the Board's Instrurentation Division, will be seconded for a minirum period
of aporoximately 2 years to the Gesellschaft fllr Kernforachung in Xarlsruhe, In
erder to prain further exzerlence In the fleld of electronics,; while at the same
time studying for a doctorate in Electrical Engineering at the Technlschae

Hochschula,

¥r, Wilrot obtained his B.Sc. in Electrical Enrineerince [cum laude]
at the University of Pretoria in 1967 with L[lectronics, Ceatrol Theory, Corhuter

Theory, Machinea and Telecormunication as major subiects.

Simee 1967 ha ha3i Seen

stulying on a part-time basls for the ¥.5c. degree in Electrical Engineering
his =ain subjects being Network Synthesis, Control Systems, Corouter Techniques

and Adwvanced Cnpinsaring Mathematizs.

Within the next fow weeks ha hones to

obtain his “.5c. depree on a thesis entitled "fAnalog-to=-Digital Conversion using

the Rarp Method".

Since he jolned the Board's Instrumentation Division in 1967, his

work has covered reactor experiment Instrumentation including tie=in to reactor
control system, interfacine between existing and newly a&cquired annaratus,

development work on specialised electronic modules and peneral electronic desifm.

At presert he is working on the desimn and installation of cozputer
based data acquisition and a reductlon systen fer nuclesar physics experiments.
His main interests lle i{n the fields of lojic desirn and computer applicatica
to instrumentation and control, and he wishes to pursue his studies towards a
doctor's degree on a subject related to the above,.

Technology (1972), and Mr. Rohwedder,
Secretary of State in the Federal Ministry
of Economic Affairs (1975). The inven-
tor of the jet-nozzle-system, Profesdor
Becker of Karlsruhe (1970, 1974),
as well as the STEAG businessmen Dr,
Bund, Dr. Schulte, Mr. Geppert and
Dr. Violcker have repeatedly visited
Pelindaba in furtherance of the pro-
ject.

Vorster has said, that South Africa
possessed one of the three uranium en-
richment methods existing in the world
(16). While both Roux and Koornhof
have explained that it was neither
the gaseous diffusion nor the gas centri-
fuge system. (17,18, 19)

Confirmation that the *“unique® South
African system is an adaptation of the
jet-nozzle system was provided by Dr.
Roux's admission in 1975 that the South
Alfrican process was developed from

the vortex tube (20), which is the basis

of the jet-nozzle-system.

In reply to Parliamentary questions and

in letters to the FRG Anti-Apartheid

Movement, the Federal Government has

denied that  either the  Nuclear

Rescarch Centre in Karlsruhe or the

Federal Government in participating in

the deal between STEAG and the Urani-

um Enrichment Corporation of South

Alfrica - UCOR (21, 22, 25). However,

the facts give the lie to the FRG deni-

als:

a. The export of any material and any
technology relating to enrichment of
uranium must have government appro-
val in terms of the Foreign Trade
Act of the FRG, § 5, 11 No. O118.

b. The Federal Government has effecti-
ve control of STEAG, 51 % of whose
shares are owned by Ruhrkohle AG.
The Federal Government has a 40 %
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Dr. GCrelfeld has asresd to ¥r. “ilcot's jolning the staff of tha
Karlsruha Rasaarch Centre la tue secomd half of this year and has sursested
that = in view of “r. Wilmot's sx-erieace and scientific Intereats = 4 sevcondment

to the Institut flr Reaktoricualemsnte would Lu sarticularly appropriate, In
this connectlon Jr. Sreifeld has In fact wrlttea To us a3 followa)

*Cine der recenwirtiz zmr bearbeltung anstehenden Aufpaben
dlsies Tnstitutes belnhalter dle Slmulatisn clnes Fesktor=

krsiszloufes.

Za 2lesem sweck wurde alne fala-as faachaffen,

bai dor dle makloeren Srenoulsmente durch elextrisch behalzte

Brenaztibe ersatzt slind.

antaprechan denieniren eines Kamreaktors.

dle Obriren Kreislaufkonconenten

Uz das d+nenlsche

Verhalten des Sirulationskraizlsufes denjenipen elner %saktoranlage
anmurassen, lat vorgesehen, simen Analogrechner sinzusletzen,

Die Kopplung won Pechenanlage und Simulationskreislauf dlirfte ain
Problum sain, fir deszsn L¥swunc Keantnisse zuf dem feblet Tlektronik,
Reuktorresrelune, Reaktorinstrusentierwnr und dea Eimsatzes van
Rechnern, wis sle Hear Wilrot nach seinem bisherinen Werderans
besitzt, von rroszem vortsil sind, Diess Problemstellung dUrfte
daber als Theos siner Promotion gesirnet sein®,

In view ef tha zbowe, we would be moet prateful 1Ff you could advise
us of the prosar procedure to hawe Fre Wilrmot roristered at the Technlache
Hochschule so that he may cocmence his studies in the next scalevic yeer, and

ould let us know which of the University's professors would be prepared
procotor for Mr. Wilmot's theils.

t all possibls, wa would ba zlad if you could also let us know

1f his studies would necsssitats rejular attendance of lecturex at the University,
or If the work for his doctorate would ba msinly cowered by practical research

a.
i
i
E
§
}

3. BEr 8. HUGO

1.P,8, Hugo

PEPUTY DIRECTOR CEREPAL

&
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shareholding in Ruhrkohle and further
exercises control over its operations
through the substantial subsidies it
provides to the company.

¢. The Federal Government owns 90 %

of the share capital of the Society
for Nuclear Research (GFK) in Karls-
ruhe and the Secretary of State of the
Federal Ministry of Research and
Technology, Hans-Hilger Haunschild,
is chairman of the GFK supervisory
Board.

d. An inter-ministerial meeting attended
by the secretaries of state of the Fede-
ral Ministeries of Education and Scien-
ce, Economic Affairs, Foreign Affairs
and the Office of the Chancellor gave
its unanimous support to the co-opera-
tion between STEAG and UCOR and
the use of GFK technology. This mee-
ting was held on September 27, 1973

(p16/17).

e. Letters on the political aspects were
exchanged between Vorster and Chan-
cellor Brandt (16/17).

However, the GFK has refused to divulge

the names and dates when scientists

from Karlsruhe were working at-or
visiting  Pelindaba, and  Pelindaba
scientists  visited  Karlsruhe.  Also,
specific enquiries regarding the visits
of Dr. Roux, Dr. Grant and Prof.Becker

were not answered by the GFK (24).

In 1970 the then Minister of Mines, Mr.

de Wet, pointed out that almost as re-

markable as the technology of the new
enrichment method was "the fact that
the board succeeded to keep the pro-
ject secret” (25). According to Dr.

Roux, Dr. Grant had begun work on

the enrichment project without the

official knowledge of the Atomic Energy

Board of South Africa (26).

The secrecy surrounding the enrichment

project was strengthened in 1971 by
amendments to the Atomic Energy Act.
In the Federal Repulic, even as late as
1975, not all members of the Federal
Cabinet had been informed about the
commitment to South Africa. When,
for example, the Federal Cabinet de
cided in August 1973 on.the initiative
of the then Minister of Economic
Co-operation, Dr. Eppler, not to grant
any government export credits for the
project and to let it die in that way,
the above mentioned meeting of se-
cretaries of state supporting the pro-
ject took place without the know-
ledge of members of government.

Secretary of State Haunschild of the
Federal Ministry of Research and
Technology supported the enrichment
project. Dr. Prentzsch and Dr.Remb-
ser of the same ministry are similarly
in favour of cooperation with South
Africa. In Karlsruhe, at the research
centre,Prof. Becker and the manager,
Dr.Greifeld, are in favour of collabo-
ration in the development of the plant
in South Africa. At STEAG in Essen,
those who are fully informed on the pro-
ject include: Drs, Bund, Voelcker, Schul-
te and Messrs. Schiller and Geppert.

The
Nuclear

Conspiracy

In 1956 the Society for Nuclear Re-
search (GFK), Karlsruhe, FRG, was foun-
ded (27). In 1957 the Atomic Energy
Board (AEB) of South Africa was
established as a separate body (28).

During the same year the president of
AEB, Dr. Roux, went on a six-month
scientific information tour abroad (26);
1959 saw the beginning of the develop-
ment of the jet-nozzle system for enrich.
ing uranium in Karlsruhe (29). According
to Dr. Roux, it was in the same year
that he decided that uranium enrich-
ment within South Africa was a ne-
cesity (26). A vyear later, Dr. Grant,
deputy director of AEB, at the request
of Dr. Roux but without the know-
ledge of AEB, began the development
of an enrichment method in strictest
secrecy (26). In 1968 Dr., Roux consi-
dered it technically possible to erect
a trial plant (26). At the end of that
year, a three-men expert group under
the chairmanship of the president of the
state-owned industrial holding company
IDC discussed the possibilities and
feasibility of the enrichment plant and



commended that funds be made avail-
le for a trial plant (26).

In 1969, Donald B. Sole, formerly a
representative of the regime on the AEB,
and a former president of the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Organization
in Vienna, became Pretoria’s new am-
fbassador to the FRG. The scientists
Linde, Stumpf, Schmitt and Wilmot of
|jthe AEB subsequently underwent special
Jtraining at the Nuclear Research Centre
(KFZ - a subsidiary of the GFK) in Karls-
ruhe with respect to the jet-nozzle
system. Dr.Grant paid a two-day visit to
the Karlsruhe centre in November 1969,
{But at the nuclear research centre in
|Pelindaba, decisions had not yet been
taken. For at the end of January 1970,
the then Federal Minister of Science in
Bonn, Professor Leussink, discussed with
Sole the possibility of South Africa‘s
participation in the joint German-British-
|Dutch gas centrifuge enrichment project.
|In March 1970, the Society for Nuclear
Research (GFK) in Karlsruhe concluded
an agreement with the STEAG company
in Essen on the further joint development
of the jet-nozzle system and assigned the
exclusive world rights for industrial
utilization of the process to STEAG
I_’BD 13). Four months later, Vorster told
pa.rha.ment that South Africa posses-
ed a unique and new method for en-
iching uranium which was cheaper than
y other method, and wished to let
ther countries participate in exploring
he method. A trial plant was to be con-
tructed costing $ 112m (18). He went
to say that the enrichment plant
as important for South Africa, since
/|the sale of enriched uranium vyielded
Jlarger profits than the sale of uranium
Jore, and a local plant would also gua-
tee the availability for South Africa
f enriched uranium, the latter to be
ed in three nuclear power-generating
lants designed for the desalienation of
50 million litres sea-water per day. (19)
t the end of 1970, the Wall Street Jour-
reported that Prof. Becker of the
Inuclear centre, Karlsruhe, was working
in South Africa (31). The German politi-
ian Franz Josef Strauss (CSU) spent the
onth of April 1971 in South Africa.

t the end of his trip he told journalists,
fthat a CDU/CSU government in the
|Federal Republic would supply wea-
[pons to South Africa (32). A few days
» Dr. Roux of AEB, had made a
tatement that with the new enrichment
ethod South Africa was in a position
o produce nuclear weapons (12).

1971/72 the cooperation between the
RG and SA became more concrete, At
he beginning of 1972, Dr. Bund, chair-
man of STEAG,travelled to South Africa.
Dn April 18th/19th, 1972 the following
pisitors were at the Pelindaba nuclear

Bundesministers
for Bildung und Wissenschaft
Der Stoatssekretar

Herrma

hl ll Jl A. m
Prisident des
Atomic Energy Board

Private Bag 256

Pretorias
sidafrika

Behr geehrter Herr Rouxl

SIPONN 7, den 12. Juli 1972

Hegrisalion I-[9 [Hockhaw)
L

Yertraulich

In unsere= Geaprich in Skukuza hatte ich Ihnen zugesagt, nach meiner Rilckkehr
in die Bundesrepublik Deutschland priifen zu lassen, wie sichergestellt werden
kann, daB Mitarbeiter einer Industriefirma, die in der Explorationsphase

- also vor dem Beschlul dber eine Zussmmenarbeit - Kenntnis von Einzelheiten
des Anreicherungsverfahrens erhalten, diese Informationen geheim halten.

Pas Ergebnis der Priifung liegt mir jetzt vor. Danach ist die Rechtslage wie
folgt, soveit es den strafrechtlichen Geheimschutz betrifft:

1. Materieller Geheimschutz

Der Schutz der fraglichen Kenntpisse als deutsches Stastsgeheimnis im Sinne
der §§ 94, 95, 97 5tGB setzt voraus (kumulativ),

- Die Kenntnisse sind deutschen Regierungsstellen anvertraut.

= Es besteht eine irgendwie geartete Vereinbarung liber Gebeimbehandlung
twischen der Bundesregierung und der Regierung Sidafrikas.

centre for discussions with Dr. Roux:
Secretary of State Haunschild; Dr. Fren-
zel, senior officer for Technological Re-
search and Development; Dr. Martin
Nettesheimer, senior officer for Bilateral
Relations in the sub-unit for International
Cooperation; and Dr. Rainer Gerold, the
personal assistent to Mr. Haunschild - all
of the Ferderal Ministry of Education and
Science, Bonn. Following this visit Mr.

Haunschild sent a confidential memoran-
dum to Dr. Roux concerning measures to

keep the project and the participation
of German firms in the enrichment effort
secret. On January 11th - 15th, 1973 Dr,
Bund of STEAG was again in Pelindaba
to discuss the project with Dr. Roux. The
latter visited Secretary of State Haun-
schild in Bonn on March 12th, 1973 also

called on STEAG in Essen from March
I3th - 15th and spent part of March 16th
with an unknown host in Munich. In ear-
ly May 1973, the STEAG directors Voel-
cker and Geppert flew to Pelindaba for
talks. Afterwards the South African
Minister of Mines, Koornhof, announced
that funds would be made available for
the construction of a unit of a jet-nozzle
cascade. The entire plant, for which the
unit served as a basis, would be com-
pleted in the early eighties and would

cost about $1320m (33).
On June 13th, 1973, STEAG sent a cable

to Dr. Roux to the effect that STEAG
Mr. Haunschild of the ministry, and thé
Society for Nuclear Research in Karlsruhe
agreed with the joint memorandum on
co-operation (p 14/15).
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= [ie Kenntnisse sind materiell geheishaltungsbedirftig, d. h., dad ihre Preis-
gebe einen schweren Nachteil fir die duBere Sicherheit der Bundesrepublik

Deutschland mit sich bringen kinnte.

= Die Eenntnisse werden von einer deutschen antlichen Stelle oder auf deren
Veranlassung geheimgehalten (faktische Geheimhaltung).

2. Vorbeugende technische Geheimhaltung

Hier handelt es sich um die formelle Behandlung als geheime Kenntnisse chne
Beurteilung des Geheimniswvertes. Insoweit miiBte zunfichst von Regierungaseite
die bindende Zusage gegeben werden, die geltenden Verfahren der Geheimhaltung
anzuwenden oder den Experten, der die Kenntnisse zur Priifung erhilt, zu ver-
pflichten, diese nach den vorgesehenen Verfahren zu behandeln (vas voraus-

setzt, dal der Empfinger eine solche Verpflichtung eingeht).

Wer unbefugt so sekretierte Unterlagen ganz oder zum Teil einem anderen mit-
teilt oder &6ffentlich bekannt macht und dadurch wichtige &ffentliche Inter-
essen gelfhrdet, macht sich ohne Riicksicht auf die materielle Qualitit der
Keantnia=e als deutsches Staatsgeheiz=nis nach Mafgabe des § 353 ¢) Strafge-
setzbuch strafbar. Die Strafverfolgung setzt eine Ermiichtigung der Bundes-

regierung voraus.

Ich hoffe, da3 diese kurze Darstellung der Sach- und Rechtslage Ihre Fragen in

ausreichender Weise beantwortet.

Bei unserem Jespriich waren wir uns einig, dal eine Vereinbarung oder Absprache
zwvischen unseren Lindern iber die Geheimhaltung des Verfahrens zur Zeit nicht
opportun wire. Ich michte aber noch einmal betonen, dad private deutsche In-
dustriegruppen rechtlich v8llig frei sind bei der Entscheidung {ber Beteiligungen
an susléndischen Verfahren einschlieflich von Absprachen fiber die vertrauliche
Behandlung dabei erlangter Informationen, wie sie auch im umgekehrten Fall iber
nichtgeheime Kenntnisse frei verfigen kinnen.

Die Firms STEAG nabe ich von dieser Stellungnahme unterrightet.

At the end of August 1973, the Federal
Government in Bonn decided not to in-
volve itself directly in the financing of
the enrichment plant in South Africa
through the granting of subsidized ex-
port credits. The many protests against
government financing of the Cabora Bassa
project in Mozambique and increasing
awareness by the public about the West
German arms' supplies for Lisbon's co-
lonial wars in Africa probably played a
role in this decision. After Bonn's
decision, Newby-Fraser of AEB paid
a visit to the Federal Ministry of Edu-
cation and Science on September 11th,
1975. On the same day, as well as on
the 12th, Dr. Roux of AEB had talks
with STEAG in Essen. September 13th/
14th he spent with an unknown host

dlichen GriBen
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(Haunschild)

Mit

in Munich. On September 27th, 1973
the above—mentioned inter-ministerial
meeting of secretaries of state took place,
at which it was decided to maintain the
established cooperation between UCOR
and STEAG and the use of the techno-
logy of the Society for Nuclear Research
in Karlsruhe.

Other financing sources had to be ne-
gotiated, as South Africa was not in a
position to finance the necessary instal-
lations on her own. In October 1973,
the apartheid information service an-
nounced that the enrichment system
would be cheaper than had been assumed
hitherto and would be only half as ex-
pensive as other comparable methods.
When, following this announcement,

no one came forward to finance the
project, STEAG was requested to under
take a fresh feasibility study on *“both’
systems (13). (In addition to the uran
ium project, South Africa envisages fo
the next ten years industrial investment:
to the tune of § 12400 (37) and there
fore needs foreign financing. )

Dr. Roux announced in June 1974 thai
in addition to STEAG other overseca:
interests were involved in the projeci
This seems to be a reference to co-ope-
ration with Brazil (see p 16). In De
cember 1974, negotiations took place
with Iran for the financing of the plan
in South Africa and the possible pur
chase of enriched uranium.

On September 11, 1974, ESCOM, S.A
placed an order worth $ 184m with
MAN, Nirnberg, for compressors de
signed for the acceleration of the ga
seous uranium mixture. In Fe 1975
Dr.Grant of AEB visited STEAG in Es
sen, and Dr. Roux the Secretary of State
Rohwedder of the Federal Ministry of
Economic Affairs. Dr. Roux returnec
to Germany in March to call on STEAG
On April 5th, 1975, the prototype for the
enrichment process at Pelindaba begar
operating (36). In mid-April , Secretary
of State Rohwedder visited Pelindaba and
had talks there with the vice-president of
AEB, Dr. de Villiers, the vice-chairman of
UCOR, Dr. Loubser, and the Minister
of Mines, Dr. Koornhof. Dr. Koornhof
in turn paid a visit to the FRG during
April and met Mr. Haunschild of the
Federal Ministry of Research and Tech-
nology as well as Dr. Bund of STEAG
and the Federal Minister of Econo-
mic Affairs, Dr. Friderichs. Koorn-
hof and Dr. Bund decided to organize
a ten-day tour of 20 journalists from

 the FRG to South Africa for Septem-

ber 1975 in order to help sell apart-
heid and the project to the German
public.

At the European Conference on the
peaceful use of nuclear energy in Paris
in April 1975, Messrs. Roux and Grant
of the Atomic Energy Board of South
Africa lifted the wveil of secrecy. The
information they proffered on ,their”
enrichment method proved that it was
based on the German jet-nozzle system
(4,6). A press release issued by them
on April 23rd attempted to weaken this
impression,

On May 2nd, 1975, the Scientific Coun-
sellor at the Apartheid Embassy in Bonn,
Dr. Hellwig, discussed technical aspects
with Mr. Rammenzweig, the specialist
for jet-nozzle coating methods of the
Institute for Aerodynamics in Géttin-
gen, FRG. On May 15th, 1975, the
newspaper , Handelsblatt” (trade news)
carried an item that the study under-
taken by STEAG on uranium enrichment

had been concluded with positive results
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{and that participation of STEAG in the
enrichment plant in South Africa was
| now being studied. On July 31st, 1975
| the CSU politician Franz-Josef Strauss
had talks in South Africa with the
I Minister of Defence, Mr. Botha. During
the week of August 2nd - 9th he met the
Minister of Mines, Mr. Koornhof, as an
official guest on a farm belonging to the
| South Africa regime. On August 1st,
1975 the vice-president of UCOR, Dr.
Loubser, called on the company In-
| ternationale Nickel Deutschland in
Diisseldorf, FRG, and discussed the
order placed with them concerning the
homogeneous coating of the jet-nozzles
through electro-forming. Shortly before
that it became known that one of the
OPEC countries provided a credit of
$ 1000 m to the Ruhrkohle AG, the
| mother company of STEAG. It seems
likely that these funds, which could well
originate from the Shah of Iran, as
well as the generous credits made avai-
lable for the German nuclear reactors
for Brazil (see p. 16) are destined for
the STEAG-UCOR project in South
Africa.

South Africa’s

Desire for
Nuclear
Weapons

The Pretoria regime’s statements on the
purpose and ultimate aim of its nucle-
ar programme have been contradictory.
Even denials of statements on the mili-
tary aspects of the nuclear programme
have been equivocal and have carefully
avoided any categoric renunciation of
nuclear weapons.

While Pretoria has emphasised that the
enrichment plant is planned for “only
peaceful purposes®, it has never spoken
of “only civil purpose®.

South Africa is not a signatory to the
Non Proliferation Treaty and has opposed
international inspection of her mines or
processing plants.

South African claims notwithstanding,
the massive investments necessary for
the nuclear programme cannot be justi-
fied economically, either on the basis
of exporting enriched uranium or mee-
ting South Africa’s energy requirements.

Uranium Exports

Enriched uranium is sold by the govern-
ments of USA and USSR at subsidized

price of § 38.50 per kilogramme at the

13.3.1973

16.30 Uhr

18.00 Uhr

" 14.3.1973

9.45 Uhr

10.00 Uhr

gegen 13.30 Uhr

16.00 Uhr bis
CB. lﬂq.ﬂ*ﬂ Uhr

19,00 Uhr

20.00 Uhr

Essen, den 27. Februar 1973
va/Gl

Besuch von Herrn Dr. Roux.

Abholung von Dr. Roux zum GK West

Ankunft der Herren Dr. Roux, Dr. Bund,
Dr. Vdlcker, Geppert im GK Wast

Fiihrung durch das GK West

Abendessen im Haus Wohnung, Voerde.
Dr. Roux, Staatssekretdr Haunschild
mit Gattin, Dr. Nettesheim mit Gattin,
Dr. Bund mit Gattin, Dr. Schadtberg
mit Gattin, Dr. V8lcker mit Gattin,
Gappert

Ubernachtung fiir Herrn Dr. Roux im
Kaiserhof, Essen

Eintreffen von Sotschafter Sole, Haupt-
verwvaltung

Abfehrt ab Hauptverwaltung zum Kraft-
werk Linen

Sole, Dr. Roux, Dr. Volcker, Geppert
Besichtigung der KDV-Anlage

Mittagessen im Hotel Kreutzkamp
bel Linan

Besprechung beil Dr. Bund

Aperitif bei Bunds

Abendessen im Ange d'or, Kettwlg

Sole, Dr. Roux, Dr. Bund, Dr. vélcker, Gepper*

tlbernachtung fir Herrn Dr. Roux
im Kaiserhof, Essen
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15.3.1%73
1'“13“ uhI

gegen 12.00 Uhr

13.00 Uhr

18.00 Uhr

19.3{3 Uhr 'h.l-B
ca., 22.00 Uhr

16.3.1973

vormi ttags
1l.00 Uhr

12.00 Uhr

gegen 13.30 Uhr

15.00 Uhr

17,3.1%73

11.15 Uhr

Abflug mit Privatmaschine

{Dr. Roux, Dr. Bund mit Gattin,
Dr, Wilcker mit Gattin, Geppert)
Miilheim = Minchen (Cessna 421)

Landung in Milnchen

Fahrt zum Hotel Sheraton, Araballastrafe
{Hotel Continental und alle anderen bekannten
Hotels wegen BAUMA selt Monaten vorbestelltl)

Mittagessen im Restaurant "Die Mihle"
im Hotel Sheraton

Besprechungen iiber Hooperation

Abandessen in der “Altbayern-Stubes"”
im Hotel Sheraton

Besuch im Girtner-Theater "Der Babler
von Sevilla®

Ubernachtung im Hotel Sheraton

Aufenthalt in Miinchen
Fahrt nach Rottach-Egern

Hittagessen im Hotel Bachmair am See
in Rottach-Egern

Abfahrt Dr. Bund und Gattin nach Minchen

Abflug Dr. Bund und Gattin
Hinchen - Hilheim

Dr. Roux, Dr. V8lcker und Gattin, Geppert
verbringen den Abend in Minchen (S§chwabing?)

Ubernachtung Dr. Roux, Dr. V8lcker und Gattin,
Geppert im Hotel Sheraton

Abflug Dr. Boux
Minchen - Frankfurt (LH 751)

moment. The cost of a gaseous diffusion
plant capable of enriching 9000 tons of
natural uranium per annum is approxima-
tely $ 1500 m. As the process uses
2,330 KW for enriching one kilo of
uranium , special power stations have
to be constructed at an estimated cost
of a further $ 1000m.

The “European Club** of Britain, Hol-
land and the FRG has not been able to
establish an economically wviable plant
based on the gas centrifuge process.
However, it is estimated that such a
plant for enriching 9000 tons of natural
uranium per annum would cost $ 2000
million to construct. The consumption
of electricity in this process in only
230 KW per kilo and hence a further

'$ 100m investment in power station

is required. The estimated price of
the enriched wuranium produced by
this method is $ 53 per kilo.
A jet -nozzle plant is estimated to cost
$ 2500 million. It has a higher power
requirement at 3.800 KW per kilo,
necessitating additional investments in
power stations of § 1800 million. South
Africa has announced a sales price of
$ 74 per kilo.

South Africa’s export of enriched urani-
um could only be profitable if South
Africa operated a wirtual black market
supplying enriched uranium to states
which were not prepared to accept the
safeguards of the Non Proliferation
Treaty.

Nuclear Power Stations
The construction of nuclear powet
stations costs four times as much as
coal-fed power stations. South African
coal is cheap at § 3 per ton pithead
Erir:: compared to $ 9 in the US and
60 in the FRG. Therefore the use
of nuclear power stations in South
Africa for generating electricity cannot
be justified on economic grounds.
South Africa has ample coal resources
for looo years as was explained by the
economic counsellor of the Embassy
at Cologne in an advertisement in the
West-German newspaper ,Die Welt"
on April 14th 1971, But even here ob-
fuscation is practised. In the same
newspaper the AEB justified the enrich-
ment plant with fears that there was
only coal for 60 years. No less a person
than the chairman of the AEB said in
August 1973, that South Africa has no
nuclear power programme (38).
The nuclear programme can only be justi-
fied in terms of political and military
considerations. With control of nuclear
material the Pretoria regime could con-
solidate its military links with the
western powers, while at the same time
by operating outside international
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controls, it could buy ,friends’ by pro-
viding nuclear materials and technology
to non-signatory states. The development
of nuclear weapons would be used to
demonstrate to supporters in the country
that the regime could stand alone in de-
fiance of world opinion and internal
opposition. The ive posture in
Africa would be enhanced, and having
already threatened to ,,bloody the nose”
of ,interfering’ African Presidents, Pre-
toria will threaten to reduce recalcitrant
or ‘unfriendly* African capitals to rubb-
le. The regime could and would use
its nuclear muscle to weaken boycotts,
embargoes and sanctions: it could black-
mail Africa and the international com-
munity into acquiescence in its apartheid
policies at home and expansion of its
economic stranglehold over the conti-
nent. Finally, there is nothing in
Pretoria’s record as a member of the
international community that could leave
any doubt whatsoever, that a beleaguered
regime would as final desperate move
actually use nuclear weapons.

But let white South Africa speak for it-
self:

February 1965:

Dr. Andries Visser - member of South
African Atomic Energy Board, suggested,
that South Africa needed to establish a
nuclear arsenal not only for , prestige pur-
poses” but also because ,,we should have
such a bomb to prevent aggression from
loud mouthed Afro-Asiatic states....mon-

ey is no problem, the capital for such
a bomb is available.” (39).

August 5, 1965

H.F. Verwoerd:

»it is the duty of South Africa to consi-
der not only the military uses of the ma-
terial but, also to do all in its power
to direct its uses for peaceful purposes.”
(40).

December 1968:
General H.J. Martin, Army Chief of Staff
said, that the work on missile

development being carried out in South
Africa was related to the fact that South
Africa was now ready to make its own
ntclear weapons(41).

May 6, 1969: Dic Volksblad (editorial)
“Friendly approaches are usually made
towards a country with a powerful mili-

fist, because such a country can be
a valuable ally in war time, and in time of
peace again it can he a valuable market
or a seller of armament and strategic
material. The resulting trade helps to
peace again it can be a wvaluable market,
or a seller of armaments and strategic
material. The resulting trade helps to
built bridges of friendship, even on the
diplomatic level.” (42).

235 sa

857826 steha d

dr. a.j.a. roux

president atomic energy board
pretoria

republic of south africa

dear dr. roux,

with reference to article 14 of the memorandum of under-
standing between ucor/aeb and steag we. have the pleasure

to inform you as follows:

1. steag board of management has agreed to the memorandum.

July 26 1970: Die Beeld

» Mr. Vorster has not yet said categori-
cally that South Africa will never make
an atom bomb. In view of this fact, peo-
ple will have to lock at us in a new light.
South Africa now becomes altogether
different proposition if you want to
tackle it. This bargaining power can be
used in various fields in the difficult
years that lie ahead. America for
example, would have to revise its stra-
tegy towards us.” (43)

April 12, 1971
In a radio interview Dr. Roux said, that
with its own wuranium enrichment

method, South Africa was theoretically
in a position to produce nuclear weapons.
He explained that it would not have been
practical, and was actually impossible for
South Africa to produce nuclear
from plutonium. The reasons were that
much of the material and equipment
needed to use plutonium militarily would
have had to be imported. Such a plant
would also have come under international
control. Although it was the policy
of South Africa to use her enriched
uranium for peaceful purposes, the new
method recently developed in the coun-
try made production of atomic weapons
possible. (12).

July 1971
Dr. Roux of AEB: ,If a country wishes
to make nuclear-weapons, an enrichment

plant will provide the concentrated
fission material if the country possesses
the necessary natural uranium to process
in the plant.” (44).

July 12,1974

The vice-chairman of the Atomic Energy
Board, Dr. Louw Alberts, declared,
that South Africa is able to produce
atomic bombs. “Our nuclear programme
is more advanced than that of India.”
(45) Shortly before this statement was
made, India had set off her first nuclear
explosion.

That Bonn and Pretoria have something
to hide in the realm of their nuclear co-
operation becomes evident from the let-
ter of apartheid ambassador Uyl to his
successor-designate Sole gquoted above
and from the confidential memorandum
from Mr.Haunschild to Dr. Roux (see
p 4/5 and 8/9).

Newspapers in the Federal Republic, (46,
47), the spokesman of the GFK Karls-
ruhe (48) as well as the responsible go-
vernment official (49) have said in con-
nection with the recent nuclear agreement
between the FRG and Brazil that the jet-
nozzle system was not suitable for high-
degree enrichment of uranium for mili-
tary purposes, since the process would
take innumerable years. This informa-
tion is untrue. The proposed South
African plant, for example, is to reach
a 3% enrichment in 16 hours (6). By
means of simple repetition of the process
the necessary concentration could be
achieved within a few months.
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2. state secretary haunschild was informed by dr., bund
about the memorandum and has agreed to proceed as

plLanned.

3. gfk nhas given approval to the memorandum in principle.
gtk has recommended an aguivalent wording with respect
t2 point 2 a and 2 b in the final agreement.

4, with respect to the political situation we refer to the
recent Letter sxchange between prime minister vorster

and chanceller brandt,

5. w& kindlLy ask you to proceed in this matter as agresd

during our meeting.

kest rejards,
steag - odr. vioelcker

FRG
strengthens

Apartheid

Thirty vyears ago fascist rule in
Germany was destroyed, not from
within but by external military forces.
Since then, the FRG has been a con-
sistent supporter of colonial powers in
Africa including the Pretoria regime. The
Federal Republic of Germany was the lar-
gest supplier of weapons for Portugal's
colonial wars in Africa. As late as the
beginning of 1974, the FRG was assisting
in the construction of an ammunition
and bomb factory in Lisbon (50).

The FRG did not, within the framework
of a ,division of labour and partition
of the market”, adopt ,,the relatively
carefree attitude with which the govern-
ments of countries such as France and
Great Britain handle arms exports”, as
Secretary of State in the Federal
Ministry of Defence, Wolf Mommsen,
phrased it (Oct.2,1970). Instead it became
the largest trade partner, and by far the
largest supplier of credits to apartheid
South Africa. 50% of all outstanding for-
eign loans $ 1440m, originate from the

FRG. Furthermore, there is evidence
that, contrary to all its denials, the FRG
supplied military trucks before 1971
(51) and 1974 (52) as well as-in co-
operation with France - Transall mili-
tary planes, Milan rockets and heli-
copters (52). Installations for the mili-
tary communications centre Silvermine
near Cape Town were supplied by West
German companies. The Bundeswehr
(federal army) facilitated the inclusion
of the centre in the unified NATO codi-
fication system (53). Two staff members
of Pretorias’s Embassy in Bonn participa-
ted in November 1970 in a codification
training course at the Military Supplies
Division (Materialamt der Bundeswehr)
in St. Augustin near Bonn. Despite all
evidence to the contrary, the Federal
Government continues to maintain at
the UN and elsewhere that there is no
German-South African military co-opera-
tion.

South Africa and the Federal Republic of
Germany make natural allies, so they
each have their own reason for the clan-
destine development of nuclear weapons.
In its original conception, the project
and collaboration with South Africa
may have been an attempt by leading
German companies and nationalistic
politicians to procure civil and mili-
tary nuclear power independently of
the USA.The Federal Republic of Ger-
many is prohibited from producing nuc-
lear weapons on its own territory as a
result of the Brussels Agreement of 1953

adopted by the West European Union.
Despite that, there are circles within
the Federal Government who are very
keen to lay their hands on nuclear
weapons. One of the main exponents
of this is the former Federal Mimster
of Defence and Atomic Energy, Franz
Josef Straufl, who, for instance in 1959,
tried, but unsuccessfully, to secure Fe-
deral German participation in the French
Nuclear-weapons-project and is also the
man, who in the latter part of the sixties
did his utmost to prevent the signing of
the Non Proliferation Treaty. He is a
regular visitor to South Africa, having
visited that country in 1966, 71, 73, 75.
In 1973, Dr. Roux paid two unexplained
visits to Munich, the town where
Strauss lives. Visits to the Munich-based
firms involved in the jet-nozzle plant such
as Linde, Siemens Messerschmitt-Bélkow-
Blohm were not on his itinerary.

For the construction of atomic weapons,
the Pretoria regime offered the FRG
valuable prospects or has created
them. Although the USA, Great Britain

and France were supplied with uranium
for military purposes by South Africa,
and although ,,the makers of the first
atomic bomb were secretly informed by
Smuts as early as 1941 of the existence
of uranium in South Africa” (South
African Yearbook 1974, p. 98), ,,none
of the world powers possessing the
highly sophisticated and military signi-
ficant enrichment technology was willing
to share it with South Africa” (Ibid. p.
34).

In order to protect its cloak of secrecy
over its atomic project, the dissemina-
tion and receiving of any information
on the facts and progress in reference
to uranium deposits, advancement, hau-
lage, enrichment, etc. is punishable by
law with imprisonment up to 20 years
and a fine up to $ 12000. The present
SA ambassador in Bonn, Sole, has writ-
ten, that the “‘tactics* adopted by the
SA government on the question of urani-
um sales for civil purposes “produced
their dividends" , i.e."of avoiding com-
mitments as far as it is possible to do
so and retaining as much freedom of
action as our resources and political
pusition allow™.

The South African uranium industry
was created by the USA and is access—
ible to their computation. Only the size
and contents of the uranium deposits
of Réssing in Namibia are unknown and
here the FRG involvement becomes
evident.

The participants in the development of
the Rassing mines besides the South Afri-
can Industrial Development Corporation
(25%) and General Mining (25 %) are

 Total - France (10 %), Rio Tinto Zinc-

Britain (20 or 25 %) and the Urangesell-



schaft - West Germany with 15 or 20 %
of the shares.

The FRG firms VEBA (government ow-
ned) and STEAG (government control-
led) each own 33 % of the Urangesell-
schaft. Prospecting costs of § 2.4 million
for the German firm in Réssing were met
by the Government of the Federal Re-
public of Germany for period 1969-70.
But since 1971 there have been no official
payments by the Federal Government, a
consequence of the protest wave against
the state financing of the Cabora Bassa
dam. However, in view of a statement
made by State-Secretary Haunschild it
would appear, that the Urangesellschaft
received a very large subsidy from the
government for uranium prospecting in
Niger from 1972 onwards without having
to account for the manner in which that
money was spent (approximately another
$2.4m).

It is unlikely that Urangesellschaft would
participate in Rossing unless it was pro-
tected against financial loss by the Fede-
ral Government which also will have to
purchase its share of the uranium quota
(760 - 1000 tons from 5000 tons). The
Federal Government, in an answer (o a
question in Federal Parliament stated
that it did not feel bound by the decis-
ion of the UN Namibia Council of Sep-
tember 27, 1974, which states inter
alia every export of Namibian mine-
rals without approval of the Council
is illegal (57).

FRG involvement is also evident in the
construction of an extraction-plant at
the same time in Rossing, in which
the firm Nukleare Chemie und Metallur-
gie (Nukem), of Wolfgang near Hanau
(FRG) is participating. Nukem receives
a substantial subsidy from the govern-
ment. Hitherto South Africa’s uranium
has been converted in the United King-
dom. The new enrichment plant, accor—
ding to Roux (35) will also contain
its own hexafluoride conversion plant.
This would give South Africa complete
secrecy in all phases of nuclear activi-
ty from mining to the possible pro-
duction of material for nuclear weapons.
The construction of the uranium enrich-
ment plant facilitates the establishment
of a nuclear arms potential not only in
South Africa but also in other non-sig-
natory States, e.g. Brazil. On June 26th,
1975, an agreement was signed between
the governments of the FRG and Brazil
for the supply of two nuclear power-
stations by private companies to Brazil
at a value of $ 880 million. The agree-
ment commits the FRG, inter alia, to
supply enriched uranium to Brazil for
the operation of these power-stations.
The agreement also includes the pro-

| e

STEAG datangeiatachan 1100 Evsen. Postiach 70N
SECRET

Dr. A.J.A. Roux
President of

Atomic Energy Board
of South Africa

Private Bag 256
Pretoria/Sidafrika

Unsari Iischif
v8/G1

irww Tt s Mariurachi voem

Dear Dr. Roux,

4300
BismarckstraBe

LR

Dt [ .
%2339 Oct.2,1973

Referring to article 3 of our agreement we have requestad
formal approval for sublicensing our rights according to
our contract with Gesellschaft flir Eernforschung Karlsruhe
(GfK) . GEK has agreed to our request in principle but needs
approval of Staatssekretir Haunschild as chairman of GfK

supervisory board.

spect of establishing a jet-nozzle uranium
enrichment plant in Brazil. Since con-
struction of a trial plant is to commence
only in 1981 (54), the erection of a
commercial enrichment plant would not
be possible before 1985 at the earliest.
Morcover, Brazil possesses only 2,480
tons of known deposits of natural urani-
um which can be economically utilized
(47); a further 12,500 tons in the country
would be worth mining only if world-
market prices for the commodity
doubled. It follows that Brazil, at this
point, can neither feed the envisaged total
of eight nuclear power-stations for the
country nor pay the FRG for the installa-
tions with uranium.

The part of the Brazilian nuclear power-
station project to be supplied from ab-
road and to be hinanced through credits
amounts to 5 800m (55). The state-
owned bank *“Kreditanstalt fiir Wie-
deraufbau’’, Frankfurt, FRG, and a
West German bank consortium, however,
intend to make 5 1000m available. (56)
The technical journal “Nuclear’ News"
of July 1975 states that an amount of
S 1400m is envisaged. Further invest-
igation into the Brazilian credits is
necessary, for it may well be that the

industry in the FRG, through this over-
sized credit to Brazil, are going to parti-
cipate in the financing of the plant in
South Africa in the form of a ,Brazi-
lian" participation in the South African
scheme. On June 5, 1975 ,,Frankfurter
Allgemeine Zeitung'' referring to the deal
with Brazil, said: ,,A rejection of the
agreement, however,...could have brought
about negative effects on other possible
co-operation schemes with other coun-
tries’.

The plant erected by STEAG could pro-
duce 1 250 tons of enriched uranium
per annum, while the consumption of the
nuclear power-station planned at Koe-
berg, South Africa, is expected to be
only loo tons per annum. Brazil could
acquire enriched uranium from South
Africa. Since the German-Brazil agree-
ment does not provide for the return
of the plutonium gained from the com-
bustion of wuranium in power-stations.
Brazil, too, would come into possession
of nuclear matter for atomic weapons.
Thus the FRG is assisting in providing
uncontrolled nuclear material to forces in
Africa and Latin America, which are
determined to maintain the status quo
of oppression. Though the US Congress
has criticised the supply of nuclear
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We have unofficially been informed that on request of
Mr. Haunschild Staatssekretlire of Ministery of Economy,
Ministery of Foreign Affaires and of Chancallor Brand's
office have met on 27th of September to discuss this

matter. They have given a positive reaction to the GfEK
position. However on request of the Ministery of Foreign
Affaires a legal investigation to find out whether the
Aupenwirtschaftsgesetz is applicable in this case is still
nocessary. The expert of the Ministery of Economy, who has
meanwhile contacted us has already unofficially confirmed
that this law is not applicable and that he cannot see a
reason to withhold Mr. Haunschild's approval.

We have once more underlined the urgency of this matter

and expect the final decision within the next days. We
are extremly sorry for this delay and shall keep you

informed about any further steps.

Yours sincerely,

STEAG

Aktisngesellschaft

ek

« VBlcker)

power-stations to Brazil, no action has
been taken to stop US companies from
participating. General Electric USA holds
11 % of the share capital of the AEG,
which is itself a 50 % sharcholder in
the Kraftwerksunion (KWU) the com-
pany which is the main supplier for the
Brazil deal.

Though the FRG is the agency being used
for providing the Pretoria Regime with
nuclear capacity, the major Nalo powers
are undoubtedly involved for all parts, at
least of the compressors delivered by
MAN recetve NATO code numbers from
the Defence Ministries of the supplier
countries.

Whatis
tobedone!?

The information provided above, for all
of which wundisputable documentary
evidence is available, establishes beyond
doubt that the FRG has been conspi-
ring to place nuclear weapon capacity
into the hands of a regime that is con-

i J‘EJ
(H. rt)

demned by the entire world community
and is recognised as an enemy of inde-
pendent Africa.In doing so, and not
by accident, the FRG is also acquiring
control of nuclear material contrary
to its own treaty obligations - a deve-
lopment which should concern all those
professing support for international peace
and detente.

It is not yet too late to stop the construc-
tion of this monstrous project on Afri-
can soil. There is already opposition to
the project in the FRG. The former
developement aid minister, Dr. Eppler, is
a declared opponent of the project,
as is Dr. Uwe Holtz (SPD), Chairman
of the Commitee on Economic Co-
operation of the Federal Parliament,
Bonn. The Young Socialists voted against
it at their national congress in February
1975.

The Anti-Apartheid movement has laun-
ched a campaign against the project.
Now that the full extent of the nuclear
conspiracy is revealed, peace loving
forces throughout the world must make
their voices heard - at the UN, in Geneva,
in Addis Ababa and above all in Bonn,
for the Federal German Government
must be called upon to account for its
actions and plans.

In Pretoria, the true face of Vorster once
again stands revealed. Whilst extending
one hand in ostensible “‘friendship and
peace’” to free Africa, with the other
hand, apartheid South Africa is surrepti-
tiously but deliberatly building up suf-
ficient military power as will devastate
our continent.

All those who join hands with the Preto-
ria regime must bear the responsibility
for the holocaust that must surely follow
if this nuclear conspiracy is allowed
to reach its aims.
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1956
1957
1957

1959

1960

1961

1965
August

1965

1966

1967

1968

1969

dw L]

Chronological Order of Events

FRG: Foundation of the Society for Nuclear
Research (GFK) in Karlsruhe

SA: Establishment the Atomic Energy Board
(AEB) as a separate body

SA: Dr. Roux of AEB undertakes a six-month
information tour abroad

De Gaulle refuses West German participation
on French nuclear weapons project as asked
by Franz Josef Strauss

FRG: The Institute for Nuclear Processing
Techniques (Institut fir Kernverfahrenstech-
nik) of the GFK, Karlsruhe, commences de-
velopment of the jet-nozzle system

SA: Dr. Roux of AEB requests his heads of
department to submit proposals for economic
ways to enrich uranium. One of the depart-
mental heads, Dr. Grant, proposed the new
processing system.

SA: Commencement of the development of the
enrichment technique trough Dr. Grant of the
initiative of Dr, Roux without the knowledge
of AEB officials.

S5A: When inaugurating South Africa’s first
nuclear reactor, the Pretoria’s Prime Minister
Verwoerd said: “South Africa is one of the
most important uranium producing coun-
tries in the world. It is the duty of South
Africa not only to consider the military use
of the material but also to do all in its power to

direct its use to peaceful purposes”.

SA: Nuclear reactor ,Safari I" in Pelindaba
starts operating (see item above), construc
ted by the companies Krupp (FRG), BBC
(FRG), Allis-Chalmers (USA).

FRG: the politician Franz-Josef Strauss visits
South Africa.

SA: Coming into force of the Atomic Energy
Act, Act No. 90/1967, incorporating, inter
alia, a long list of prohibited information, e.g.
»in regard to reserves of ores containing any
source material or the annual output of such
material or ores by any person... or the price
paid to any person in respect of such materials
or ores.. or relating to prospecting for treat-
ment or ores..."

SA: A three-men committee under the chair-
manship of Dr. van Eck of the Industrial De-
velopment Corporation of South Africa stu-
dies possibilities for the realization of uranium
enrichment and recommends the financing of
a pilot plant.

SA/FRG: Pretoria appoints D.B. Sole as new
ambassador to the FRG. Sole served as the
regime's representative on the S5.A. Atomic
Energy Board, held the position of chairman
of the International Atomic Energy Organi-
zation in Vienna in 1959 and 1960 and conti-
nued to be a member of the Organization's
Council of Governors until the end of 1972,
SA/FRG: Dr. HJ. du T. van der Linde, Dr.
W.E. Stumpf and R.]J. Schmitt of AEB com-

21.Aug.

10./11.

Nov,

1970

End of
January

March

July

20, July

20, July

July

28.Now.

1971

mence special training at the Nuclear Re-
search Centre (KFZ/GFK) in Karlsruhe.

FRG: Federal elections in the FRG: The
Christian Democratic Party (CDU)/Christian
Social Party (CSU in Bavaria only) suffers
a defeat and the Social Democratic Party
(SPD) in coalition with the Free Democratic
Party (FDP) comes into power

SA/FRG: Dr. W.L. Grant, director genecral
of AEB and head of the enrichment project,
who worked on the jet-nozzle method, vi-
sits the Nuclear Research Centre (KFZ/GFK)
in Karlsruhe

Federal Minister of Foreign Affairs and Vice-
Chancellor Walter Scheel visits South Africa.
FRG: The then Federal Minister of Education
and Science, Prof.Leussink, discusses with Sole
the possibility of South Africa‘s participation
in the gas centrifuge enrichment project under
negotiation between the FRG, Great Britain
and the Netherlands,

FRG: Agreement concluded between the
Society for Nuclear Research (GFK), Karls-
ruhe, and the fuel-energy concern STEAG,
Essen, for the development of a jet-nozzle
demonstration plant.

SAJFRG: Mr.P.1Wilmot of AEB commences
special training at the Nuclear Research Cen-
tre (KFZ/GFK) in Karlsruhe.

Installation of a prototype of a small separation
stage in Karlsruhe.

SA: Vorster announces to Parliament in Cape
Town the successful ‘discovery’ “by South
Alfrican scientists of a new process for the en-
richment of wranium and the techniques re-
yguired for implementation®’.

SA: Pretoria’s Minister of Mines, Dr. de Wet,
states at a press conference in Cape Town:
“Almost a remarkable as the new process
developed by the Atomic Energy Board is
the fact that the Board succeeded in keeping
the secret with such success that no inform-
ation whatever in regard to it managed to
leak out”., And Dr, de Wet's concluding words
of warning were reported to be: “It is per-
haps fitting that, in the interests of South
Africa and especially the communications
media, attention is drawn to the strict sti-
pulations of the Atomic Energy Act regar-
ding the question of secrecy®.

SA: Foundation of the state-owned Uranium
Enrichment Corporation (UCOR) with a ca-
pital of 50 million Rand.

Report in the Wall Street Journal, USA, that
in addition to other scientists from the FRG
Prof. E.W, Becker of the GFK Karlsruhe is
currently  working in  South  Africa.
Ex-Minister of Defence and Foreign Affairs,
Dr. G. Schroder, and Secretary of State in the
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1.April
12.April

July

15.Aug.

13.Dec.

29.Dec.

1972

18./19.
April

12 July

19735

11.-15.
January

12 March

Ministry of Economic AfTairs, Philipp Rosen-
thal, in South Africa
SA: Commencement of operations of UCOR.

SA: Dr.Roux states that the new uranium en-
richment process puts South Africa in a
position to make her own nuclear weapons,
SA: Coming into force of the Atomic Energy
Amendment Act, No. 73/1971, to protect
the new uranium enrichment process.

SA/FRG: Mr. B.C. Winkler of AEB visits
the Nuclear Research Centre (KFZ/GFK) in
Karlsruhe.

SA: Vorster states that South Africa now pos-
sesses one of the three methods for uranium
enrichment.

FRG: Ambassador Sole enquires from Dr.
Lindacker of the Technical Supervision Asso-
ciation (TUV) of the state of Rheinland about
possibilities of safety control for nuclear in-
stallations supplied by German firms.
Haunschild writes a letter to Roux concerning
visit in Pelindaba for discussion on nuclear
co-operation,

SAJ/FRG: Secret visit in Bonn by Pretoria's
Minister of Finance, Dr. Diederichs, Vorster's
personal advisor, Mr. P. 8. Rautenbach, and
Minister of Economy, Mr. §. L. Muller.
Ex-Minister Schréder again in South Africa.
FRG/SA: Secretary of State, Mr. Haunschild,
Dr. D.Frenzel, Dr. M. Nettesheimer, Dr. R.
Gerold, all officials in the Federal Ministry of
Education and Science, Bonn, visit Pelindaba
in South Africa.

Confidential expertise sent by Haunschild to
Roux.

SA: Construction of the pilot enrichment
plant in Pelindaba underway.

SA[FRG: Secret visit to the FRG by Pretoria‘s
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Dr. Muller, Minister
of Finance, Dr. Diederichs, Secrctary of State
of the Ministry of Finance, Mr.G.W.Brown and
Minister of Economic Affairs, Mr.Horwood.
Ex-Minister of Science, Dr. G.Stoltenberg,
Ex-Minister of Defence and Vice-President of
the “Bundestag®, Kai-Uwe von Hassel, Minister
of Economy of the state of Nordrhein-West-
falen, Dr.Riemer, and the president of RWE,
Prol. Mandel, visit Pelindaba.

FRG/SA: Dr. Bund, Chairman of the STEAG-
company, pays another visit to Pelindaba, S.A.,
for discussions with Dr. Roux.

SA/FRG: Dr. Roux of AEB visits Secretary of
State, Mr. Haunschild, in Bonn

13.-15.March Dr.Roux ol AEB visits STEAG; Essen

13.-14.
March

16.March

Mr. Kriger of AERB visits the Nuclear Research
Centre in Karlsruhe

Dr. Roux of AEB in Munich

29 March

April/May

LMay

24 May

27 May
-3.June

13, June

11.July

August

dto.

25. Aug.

11.5ep.

11.f12.
Sep.

15./14.
Sep.

18.5¢cp.

Mr. E. Maunders of AEB visits the Nuclear Re-
scarch Centre in Karlsruhe.

FRG/SA: Prof. Boetitcher of the Nuclear Re-
search Station in Jiilich, FRG, on behalf of
Ambassador Sole invites scientists in Julich
and in Karlsruhe to apply for assignments at
Pelindaba research centre,

FRG/SA: Dr. H. Voelcker and Mr. H.Geppert
of STEAG visit Pelindaba

SA: The Minister of Mines, Dr.P.]. Koornhof,
informs parliament that as a next stage to the
pilot enrichment plant currently underway
funds fora [ull-scale prototype plant were
being made available, The full-scale plant
will be able to process about 12,000 metric
tons ol wranium annually and will cost ap-
proximately $ 700m. The power consumpt-
tion will be about 2000 megawatts, which is
about 25 % of the total present (1973) power
generating capacity of ESCOM,

The production of enriched uranium in South
Africa would be approximately 30 % cheaper
than any other process of similar volume in the
world.

Ex-Minister of Finance, Alex Maller, in S.A.

FRG/SA: Cable by STEAG, Essen, to Dr.Roux,
AEB: Agreement by STEAG, Secretary of State
Haunschild, GFK Karlsruhe, in respect to
memorandum on co-operation (p 14/15)

SA/FRG: Dr. G.B. Lovell of AEB visits the
Nuclear Research Centre (KFZ/GFK), Karls-
ruhe.

FRG: The cabinet of the Federal Government
decides to recommend the STEAG company
not to apply for government export credits or
guarantees under the Hermes scheme in respect
to the uranium enrichment project in South
Africa.

FRG/SA: The politician Franz Josel Strauss
visits South Africa.

FRG/5A: The STEAG company negotiates
with SA to cstablish a commission to test the
economic feasibility of the new enrichment
process.

SA/FRG: Newby Fraser, director of external
relations of AEB, visits the Federal Ministry of
Research and Technoloy in Bonn,

SA/FRG: Dr. Roux visits Dr. Bund in Essen
Dr. Roux in Munich

FRG: Ambassador Sole meets Dr. Bund of
STEAG
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27.Sep.

late 1973

16.Nov.

5. Mowv.

1974

4. Jan.

26.) an.

9. Febr.

L.March

March

19 March

29 March

carly
April

April

9. April

July

FRG: Inter-ministerial mecting of Secretaries
of State of the Federal Ministries of Education
and Sciences, Economic Alfflairs, Foreign
Office of the Chancellor, giving unanimous
support to the co-operation of STEAG and
UCOR and the use of the technology of GFK
in Karlsruhe.

FRG/SA: Four scientists of the Nuclear
Research Centre (KFZ/GFK) Karlsruhe are re-
ported to work at Pelindaba/Valindaba, 5.A.

SA/FRG: Mr. B.G.L. Mever of the AEB visits
the Nuclear Rescarch Centre (KFZ/GFK),
Karlsruhe.

SA/FRG: Dr. Joubert of the AEB visits the
Nuclear Research Centre in Karlsruhe,

Minister of Finance Dr. Diederichs, Secre-

tary of State of Economy F. Steyn in West
Germany. _ _
Installation of a big seperative stage in Karls-
ruhe.

FRG: Advertisement in “Die Welt", FRE}_:
The S.A. Atomic Energy Board invites appli-
cations from nuclear scientists.

FRG: The same advertiscment appears in
“Aromwirtschaft®  (nuclear affairs), Diissel-
dorl. .

S.A.: The pilot uranium enrichment plant is
repurted to have made progress.

FRG: Advertisement of 4.Jan. repeated in
“Dic Welt™.

FRG/SA: Prof. E.W.Becker of the GFK, Karls-
ruhe, who is the inventor of the jet-nozzle
system, visits Pelindaba together with Dr,
Schulte and Dr, Voelcker of STEAG.

FRG: Ambassador Sole meets the politic-
jan Frane Josef Strauss

Treaty STEAG-UCOR

Dr. von Kienlin, General Manager of the Uran-
wesellschaft in Rissing

FRG: Dr. Roux of AEB, SA, visits the annual
Industrial Fair in Hannover

Photos showing parts of the demonstration
plant in Pelindaba indicate that a jet-nozzle
plant is to be built (Nuclear Enginecring Inter-
national April 1974, p 225)

FRG: The STEAG company announces con-
clusion of an agreement with UCOR, SA, to
undertake a  joint  comparative feasibility
study of the South African cnrichment system
and the jet-nozzle system.

USA:The scientific head of the Nuclear Energy

12, July

28.Aug.

IL.Sep.

17.0¢ct.

3.-5.Dec.

9. Dec.

IQ\?E&

24 .28,
Febr.

25, .Febr.
5.March

14.March

25.-28,
March

7.April

Division of General Electric, Mr.K. P. Cohen,
states that the “‘secret® uranium enrichment
method of South Africa, on the basis of which
the South African enrichment plant is to be
constructed, represents in fact an adapted ver-
sion of the jet-nozile method developed by
Prof. E.W.Becker of Karlsruhe, FRG.

SA: The vice-chairman of AEB, Louw Alberts,
declares that South Africa is able to produce
the atomic bomb.

FRG/SA: Dr. Gerhard Stoltenberg (CDU),
Prime Minister of Schleswig-Holstein and

former Federal Minister of Science, wvisits
Pelindaba, SA.

SAJFRG: The state-owned energy concern
ESCOM of South Africa places an order with
the MAN company, Nirnberg, FRG, for com-
pressors worth § 184 million required for
acceleration work at the enrichment plant.
The compressors will be registered under the
unified NATO codification system.

The head of the West German Luftwaffe, and
German Military Representative to the Mili-
tary Council of NATO in Brussels, Lieute-
nani-General Giinther Rail inspects the enrich-
ment laboratorics in Pelindaba and discusses
with Dr.Roux the progress of the project. Rall
is guest of Pretoria‘s Department of Defence.
He travels secretly, under a false name and with
the approval of the West German Federal
Minister of Defence, Georg Leber.

SA/FRG: Dr. Meyer of AEB visits the

Nuclear Research Centre (KFZ/GFK), Karls-
ruhe,

FRG: Dr. J. Rembser of the Federal Ministry
uf Research and Technology, Bonn, visits
Ambassador Sole to discuss the STEAG project.

SA/FRG: The South African Minister of
Finance, Dr. Diederichs, visits the FRG.

SA/FRG: Dr. Grant and Dr. Roux of AEB
visit STEAG, Essen.

SA/FRG: Dr. Roux of AEB visits the Secre-
tary of State in the Federal Ministry of Eco-
nomic Alfairs, Dr. C.D, Rohwedder.

FRG: Ambassador Sole and Secretary of
State Haunschild discuss the project.

FRG: In response to a question by Mr.Miiller,
MP (SPFD) 1o the Federal Government on
STEAG's involvement in South Africa, the
Federal Government states that the “two
processes have not yet reached the stage to
go in for production®.

Dr. Roux visits STEAG, Essen.

SA: Dr. Grant of AEB refers to the "STEAG
feasibility study* as being ‘‘very successful™.
Construction of the prototype enrichment
plant would begin in 1976. (“Financial Ga-
zette®, SA, April 4, 1975)
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7.April

15.April

17.-27.
April

17. April

17. April

18. April

22, April

24. April

AA

AEB
Alberts,
Dr.Louw
Becker

0T

SA: Vorster announces that the pilot uranium
enrichment plant near Valindaba has been
successfully brought into operation. (Allge-
meine Zeitung, Windhock, April 8, 1975)
FRG: The Federal Minister of Economic Affairs
Dr.H.Friderichs, meets Pretoria’s Minister of
Mines, Dr. Koornhof, at the Industrial Fair in
Hannover and discusses with him matters of co-
operation in regard to nuclear affairs.
(Siiddeutsche Zeitung,FRG, April 21/22,1975)
FRG/SA: Secretary of State of the Federal
Ministry of Economic Affairs, Rohwedder,
visits South Africa. On the 17.and 18. he meets
Dr.de Villiers,vice-president of AEB and Dr.
Loubser,vice-chairman of UCOR. On the 22,
visilL to Pelindaba. On the 24. discussions with
Minister Koornhof in Pretoria.
SA/FRG: The Pretoria’s Minister of Mines,
Koornhof, meets Secretary of State of the Fe-
deral Ministry of Research and Technology in
Bonn, and abtains the repeated assurance that
the Federal Government supports STEAG's in-
volvement in South Africa,
FRG: The Federal Government announced that
South Africa will use its own method for the
enrichment of wranium and not the jet-nozzle
system.

SA/FRG: Minister Koornhof meets Dr. Bund of
the Ruhrkohle/STEAG companies at Hugenpoet
Castle near Kettwig/Ruhrarea, where further steps
of cooperation are being discussed. As a public
relations exercise, the Ruhrkohle Company
intends to arrange a visit of 20 German jour-
nalists to South Africa in the month of Septem-
ber 1975.

SA: At the European Nuclear Conference in
Paris, Dr. Roux and Dr. Grant of the AEB dis-
close for the first time some details about the
enrichment method to be used in South Africa.

During the debate on energy of the Federal
Parliament, the economics expert of the Free
Democratic faction in Parliament, Count Lambs-
dorff, who visited 5.A. in February 1975 at the

2. May

15, May

22, June

2,-9. Aug.

29, Aug.

3.-24.Scp.
11. Sept.

expense ol the South African Government, re-
commended (o parliament  the participation
of the FRG in the wranium enrichment project
in South Africa.

(Shorthand report on the Federal Parliament,
7th period of legislation, 167th session).

FRG: i'he Scientific Counsellor of Pretoria's
Bonn Embassy, Dr. Hellwig, visits the Institute
of Space Technology and Aerodynamics in
Gattingen, FRG, and discusses with the expert
for electro-forming, Mr. Rammazweig, technical
aspects of the jet-nozzle system.

FRG: The newspaper “Handelsblatt"(trade news)
reports that the study on the South African ura-
nium enrichment method brought positive results.

Thirteen advertisments in “Sunday Times",
Johannesburg, requiring experts for Raéssing,
Pelindaba, Valindaba,

FRG/SA: The politician Franz-Josef Strauss
meets the Pretoria’s Minister of Defence, Mr.
Botha, in Pretoria.

SA/FRG: Dr. Loubser, UCOR, visits Messrs.
Internationale Nickel Deutschland, Diisseldorf,
to negotiate an agreement on electro-forming
of the jet-nozzle equipment.

FRG/S5A: Franz-Josef Strauss meets Minister
Koornhof at a Farm owned by the Pretoria Re-
gime,

Prof. Rautenbach and Dr. Kritzinger from AEB
visit Company Leybold-Herius, Hanau, for the
supply of parts for the STEAG-UCOR-plant.

Foreign Minister Dr. H. Muller in the FRG

Dinner for Muller attended by Haunschild, Schri-
der, General Lemm (Head of the Heeresamt), Lich-
tenberg, (Chairman of Commerzbank), Hansen,
(Chairman of Bayer AG), Rohwedder.

List of Names and Abbreviations

Auswirtiges Amt (Federal Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, Bonn)

Atomic Energy Board
Vice-President of AEB, 5A

of South Africa

Iirector of the Institute of Nuclear Processing

Prof . Erwin Technigues (Institut fiir Kernverfahrenstechnik)

BMBW

of the Nuclear Research Centre (Kernforschungs-
zentrum), Karlsruhe, i.e. sub-units of the Society
for Nuclear Research (Gesellschaft fiir Kern-
forschung = GFK) Karlsruhe, FRG.

The former Bundesministerium fir Bildung und
Wissenschaft (Federal Ministry of Education
and Science), Bonn, with the ministers Lenz,
Stoltenberg, Leussink since il came inlo being.
The porifolio of the ministry comprised also the
responsibilities of the formerly existing Federal
Minisiry of Nuclear Affairs (minister: Franz
Josef Strauss).

BMFT

BMWi

BMZ

Bund,
Dr.
Karlheinz

In 1973, the complex of Research and Technology
was removed from the portfolio and a separate
Ministry established.

Bundesministerium fiir Forschung und Technolo-
gie (Federal Ministry of Research and Technology)
Bonn, created in 1973,

Bundesministerium fiir Wirtschaft (Federal Mi-
nistry of Economic Affairs.

Bundesministerium  fiir wirtschaftliche Zusam-
menarbeit (Federal Ministry of Economic Co-
operalion), Bonn

Chairman of the Executive Commitee (Vorstand)
of the Ruhrkohle AG, the mother company of
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- Gepperl,
Huge

GfK

Cerant, D,
Walter L.

STEAG; Chairman of the Board of Directors
(Aufsichisrat) of the STEAG company Essen,
FRG, and uniil 1973 also Chairman of STEAG s
Exccutive Commiliee (Vorstand).

Electricity Supply Commission, the state-owned
energy company in 8.

Chief technician of the STEAG company with
responsibility  for the STEAG-UCOR project

Gesellschaft fiir Kernforschung {Society for Nue-
lear Research), Karlsruhe, FRG. 90 % of the
Soctely's shares are held by the Federal Govern-
mend, W0 % by the Government of the State
of Baden-Wiiritemberg (Stultgart),

A sub-unit of the GfK is the Nuclerar Research
Centre (KFZ) with its Institute for Nuclear Pro-
cessing Technigques.

Director-general of UCOR and deputy director
of AER, Souih Africa.

Haunsclhild Secretary of State of the Federal Minisiry of
Hans-Hilger Research and Technolugy, Bonn

IFK

KFZL

Koornh nJI"

KWU

Looubser
Dr.R.5.

Newby
Fraser, .

FPelindaba

Rohwedder Secretary  of State of  the

Institwt  fiir  Kernverfahrensiechnik  (Institute
of Nuclear Processing Technigques), a sub-unil
of KFZ/GFK, Karlsruhe, FRG.

Kernforschungszentrum (Nuclear Research Cen-
tre), a sub-unil of GFK Karlsruhe, FRG

D, Preter Gorharedus jﬁkuhu.ﬁ. Pretoria®s Minisler
af Mines, Impugration, Sporls and Recrealion,
The pertfolio meludes the nuclear field,

Kraftwerksunion A, Frankjfurl, FRG, a com-
pany founded for the construclion of power-
generating stations by NSiemens and AEG-Tele-

Junken, both FRG, which cach hold 30 %
af the shares,

Vire-President of UCOR, 8.4,

Director af  External  Relations, AEB

Nuclear Research Contre in Soulh (Africa

Federal Ministry

Dr.Carsten -r..l-f Econaomic .[ﬂ'hir.i, Bonn

Detlev

Roux Dr.  Abraham  Johannes  Andries,  President
af AER and ['COR,

Ruhrkohle AG

Coal mining concern which operates 80 % of the
coal mining in the FRG. The state-owned compa-
nies VEBA and Salzgitter AG hold together 40 %

Safari 1
and 2

Schulte,
Dr. Heins

Sale,
Daonald
Bell

STEAG

Nirauss
Fran:

Josef

UCOR

Verwoerd,

H.F.

Voelcker

Dr. H.

Varster,

J.B.

dee Wer

of the shares, therefore the Federal Government
participates with 40 % in the Ruhrkohle AG.
The subsidies received by Ruhrkohle AG from
the Federal Government since 1971 amouni lo
S 1300m. Ruhrkohle AG is the mother company
of STEAG.

Nuclear research reactors al Pelindaba, 5A, in
ofreralion since (963 and 1968 respectively.
The reactors use 90 %-enriched urantum supplied
by the USA.

Chairman of the Executive Committee (Vor-
sland), aof STEAG, Essen, since 1973

Pretoria‘s ambassador in the Federal Republic of
Germany since 1969. He served as the regime’s
representative on  the Atomic Energy Board
(AEB) of South- Africa, held the position of
chairman of the International Atomic Energy
Organization in Vienna in 1959 and 1960 and
continued to be a member of the Organization’s
Council of Governors until the end of 1972

Steinkohlen-Elektrizitdts-AG, Essen, FRG, a
daughter company of the Ruhrkohle AG (see
diagram ). A fuel-energy concern with a staff of
3.000. Business in 1973 amounted to

8 300 million,

In the sub-unit “Nuclear Energy* there are 33
staff, in the sub-unit “Construction and Imple-
mentation™ about 30 staff, who work on the
STEAG-UCOR project. STEAG holds 33 1/3%
in the company “Urangesellschaft" Frankfurt.

Chairman of the Christlich-Soziale Union - CSU
(Christian Social Union), a political party that
exists only in the stale of Bavaria, FRG, and is
a sister party to the Christlich-Demokratische
Union (CDU). During the period of the CDU
CSU-government and the ensuimg CDUJCSU,
SPD cealition government in FRG until 1969,
Mr. Strauss held the following offices:

1933-1956 Federal Minister withoul portfolio
(special responsibilities);

19355-1936 Federal Minister of Nuclear Affairs
1956-1962 Federal Minister of Defence
1966-1969 Federal Minister of Finance

U'ranium Enrichment Corporation, Valindaba,
SA, founded in 1971 with special responsibility
for the enrichment of uranium.

Prime Minister of the Pretoria Regime until 1968

Director of STEAG, Essen, FRG. Head of the
department of Nuclear Energy.

Prime Minister of the Pretorian Regime since
1968

Pretoria’s Minister of Mines until 1972, The
porifolio includes nuclear affairs,
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A selection from the West German press on the conspiracy. A more comprehensive press digest in English may be obtained

Camp-
Fire
inthe
Game-
Park

How a Bundeswehrge-
neral travelled incogni-
to to South Africa to
confer about questions
relating to NATO and
nuclear research with

the South African go-
vernment.

During the question-hour
in the Bundestag on Oc-
tober 16th, 1975, the
social-democratic repre-
senlative Lenelotte von
Bothmer inguired:

‘Is it true that German
officers in their capacity
as military persons fre-
quently tour South Af-
rica, despite the fact that
there are no plans to ex-
tend the range of NATO
beyond the tropic of
cancer !’

The answer came from
the then Parlamentary
Secretary of State and
present Military Ombuds-
man Karl Wilhelm Berk-
han:

‘No official tours of Bun-
deswehr officers are known
to the Federal Minisiry
of Defence ... No one in

his capacity as military
person as you have cal-
led it, has travelled to
South Africa.’

Was the Secretary of Sia-
te not informed or didn’t
he say the truth ?
Berkhan continued:
‘Whoever travels to South
Africa has to apply for an
official journey. A like
official journey is granted
only at high places. I can
tell you even today, that
this permission will not
be granted.’

While Secretary of State
explained this before

the Bundestag, Bundes-
wehrgeneral Giinther
Rall, 57, German Mili-
tary Representative to
the NATO Military Com-
mittee in Brussels, was
on route just then from
Durban (5.4.) to the
South African capital of
Pretoria aboard a plane
of the South African

Air Force. At the airport
a highranking officer from
the South African army
expected the General
‘The permission from
high places’ for the three-
week tour financed by
the South African govern-
ment existed also,

This can be inferred from
documents which until
now had remained se-
crel.

Rall, then still Chief of
the German Air Force,
had been supposed to set
out for this state visit al
ready a year before, n
November 1973,

The trnip whose detailed

schedule had been wor-
ked out had to be cancel-
led for time reasons, ‘de-
spite the fact, that I have
attained the permusion
from my minister’ ac-
cording to Rall's letter
recalling the irip to the
South Ajfrican ambassa-
dor, Donald B, Sole.The
South Africans had been
looking forward since a
long time to the visit of
the influential and highly
decorated WW II veteran.

1972 Ambassador Sole
wrote:

‘I should like to empha-
size that Rall takes this
trip - not only because
of his position in the High
Command of the Bundes-
wehr but also because he
possibly might succeed
his predecessor Stemhoff
in the High Command of
NATO in Brussels,

I believe that this deser-
ves a particular effort.’
The efforts payed off. In
the summer of 1974 the
South Africans could

fix the program for the
Rall-journey from Oc-
tober 5 th - 25 th 1974.
A selection from the poinis
af the program:

‘Sunday, October 6 th,
1974, 10:35, arrival on
the Jan Smuth Airport
received by Lieulenanl
General J. P. Verster,
Chief of the Air Force
and wife; accompanying
officer and wife; aide-de-
camp for General Rall ...
Thursday, October 1o th,
1974, evening loast meat
in the gamepark ...
Monday, October 14 th,
12:30 lunch with the
Chief of the Navy and
wife, "

from Progress Dritte Welt, 53 Bonn, 1 Buschstr. 20, F.G.R. (Please, send 2,00 DM/ 1 Dollars with order).

sfern

A limousine with driver

is ‘at disposal, anytime’.
The South African Air For-
ce provides helicopters

and planes to transport the
guest and his wife across
the Republic and the for-
mer imperial colony ‘Ger-
man South West'. Diploma-
tic cables werelessly trans-
mitied preparatory de-
tails during the summer

of 1974 - up to the gue-
stion from Pretoria: ‘Can
wife speak English '

On August 6 th, 1974 Ge-
neral Rall paid a visit to
Ambassador Sole at his
Cologne residence and asked
his travel agent for parti-
cular discretion.

Sole afterwards to his M-
nistry of Defence:

‘Rall would be grateful,

if all efforts would be made
that his visit will not re-
ceive the least public at-
tention, To the outside he
is on a private visit ... To the
German Minister of De-
fence, Mr, Leber, it s

clear however, that there
could be serious repercus-
sions in Germany and pos-
sibly in NATO if some-
thing would transpire.

We have talked about what
te do if something trans-
pires despite all preven-
tive measures, We agreed
that we would explain his
visit to be a private visil

to his old friend Kurt
Dahlmann (Editor of ‘All- .
gemeine Zeitung' in Wind-
hoek, squadron compa-
nion from WW II, deco-
rated Ed.) and that the
South African Forces
which had heard of this

by chance had offered
some convenience, which

he could not have rejected
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for reasons of politeness.’

The preventive measures
were: 'The South African

Embassy booked and paid

for the flight of General
Rall and his wife Hertha

on the name ‘Mr. and

Mrs. Ball.” During the stop

in London the couple
was taken care of by the

Military Attache who had

been ordered to wear ci-
vilian clothes just like the
reception commiltee in

Johannesburg, lead by the

Chief of the South Afri-
can Air Force,

Prior to the journey mail
from Sele was delivered

via personel of the Brussels

embassy. Because as Sole
put down his fears:

If we let this run through
the regular NATO-Channels,

it might get into wrong
hands.”

Reason for the total scree-

ning lay not only with
the necessity to hide mi-
litary contacts with the
Apartheid-Regime. Nos
53 to 56 of the travel

schedule for October 17 th
-one day after the Berkhan

explanations - disclose:

‘11:00 Visitors drive to Ato-

mic Energy Board, Pelin-
daba.

11:30 Conference with the

President of the Atomic
Energy Board ...

I14:30 Visit of the labora-
tories,’

General Rall therefore
took advantage of the
occasion to inspect one
of the most disputed
South African ventures.
With the cooperation
from Essen ‘Stemmkoh-
len-Elektrizitdts-AG’
(STEAG) and Mini-
stery of Research and
Technology control-
led Karlsruhe Society
for Nuclear Research

South Africa develops at
Pelindaba a system for
Uranium enrichment
by which South Af-
rican Uranium (20 %
of world finds) is pro-
cessed for fueling nu-
clear reactors.
However, Pelindaba en-
riched Uranium could
be used not only for
peaceful purposes.
Three months prior

to the visit of NATO-
General Rall the Vice -
Chatirman of the South
African Atomic Energy
Board publicly decla-
red in that his country
-which has not signed
the Non-Proliferation
Treaty - is able to pro-
duce the atomic bomb,
‘if this should be ne-
cessary.”’

The South Africans
were content with the
result of Rall’s visit,
Ambassador Sole re-
ports in November
1974 to the South Af-
rican Joint Chief of
Staff:

‘Doubtlessly he (Rall) re-
turned to Brussels as
firm advocate of the
necessity to recognize
the strategic importance
of South Africa (for
NATO) ... Along these
lines he has told a lot
privately in NATO cir-
les as well as in defence
circles in Bonn. In Bonn
however he meets with
opposition from the
ideological influence
from the governing
SPD’ - which the Apart-
heid-ambassador terms
‘German Socialist Party’.
Upon his return Ge-
neral Rall sent an auto-
graph letter to Ambassa-
dor Sole, thanking

him for ‘the plenty of

experiences'’. One thing
the General wished to
sitress agamn:
‘Deplorably enough a
like visit is still deli-
cate business because
of our official position.
Accordingly upon my
return there has been

some excitement in Par-

liament circles, when
word got round that
my visit allegedly had
been on muitation of
the South African go-
vernment. The relevant
gquestion in Parliament
has been strongly de-
nied by my Secretary
of State. I believe, in
any case, we should
stick to the agreement
that I had accepted a
private invitation as ci-
vilian and that natural-
Iy, for reasons of polite-
ness, f had come into
contact with official
places of my voca-
tion ..."

Ambassador Sole on his
part took every oppor-
tunity to point to his
merits in gaining the

friendship of the NATO-

General. In a "personal
gnd confidential’ letter
to the Permanent Re-
presentative of South
Africa with the Euro-
pean Community he
wrote:

‘In reality he was guest
af the South African
Defence Forces ... I
have taken care that his
Minister gave his bles-
sing to the trip, but
this naturally should
not be publicised, be-
cause some people
might veto this if they
knew anything.'

Now we will hear the
participanis:

Defence Ombudsman

Wilhelm Berkhan, when
confronted by STERN
last Thursday with the
accusation, that he

had dealt with the truth
at least in a lighthearted
manner, had his per-
sonal assistant deliver
the message: he prefer-
red not to talk about in-
cidents which happened
while he held the office
of Secretary of Defence.
South African Ambassa-
dor Sole even though
avatlable for STERN,
stuck to the agreemeni:
‘Private visit without any
official character’,

The previously zealous
travel agent now wanis
to ‘have had nothing

to do with the program’:
‘This 15 an mner-Ger-
man affair’. To the
question of how he had
achieved Minister Leber’s
blessing for the trip, the
ambassador quickly
answered: ‘This is not
true’, and then: ‘I can-
not recall this',
Lieutenant General Rall
even stuck to the agree-
ment, when confronted
by STERN guoting his
own lelters.

Rall: 'This has been a
private inp’,

Upon the question, if
he had written a leiter
to Ambassador Sole,
cancelling the journey
planned in 1973,
‘despite the fact, that I
have attained the per-
mission of my Minister’,
Rall answered: "This is
not true. - STERN:
‘Really P

Rall: ‘This is not true,
this is not true. The Mi-
nister doesn't know any-
thing".

STERN is in possession
of the Rall letter.
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Since 1969 the South Af-
rican A mbassador in Bonn
has formed his Embassy
into the most effective
contact centre for mili-
tary and nuclear interests

the west

Avoid
publicity

his country has. And West
German authorities have
helped willingly. .
Last week, a representalive
of the African National
Congress (ANC) published

a documentalion under
the title ‘The Nuclear Con-
spiracy ' accusing the West
German Government of
collaborating with the
Apartheid-Regime in Pre-
toria at a military and nu-
clear level

The ANC-representatives
branded as hypocrisy
statemenis by the FRG
Foreign Minister Hans-
vetrich Genscher at the
United Nations two weeks
ago, that the West German
Government condemned
apartheid in South Af-
rica. At the same time he
was strengthening the re-
g:'me l!.’:r-::-ugh InlEnsive nu-
clear and military coope-
ration, the ANC clatmed.
And indeed, the official
coolness towards the go-
vernment in Pretoria stands
in curious contrast to the
close contacts between
West German scientists
and military and their South
African colleagues. Chief
mediator in this network
is the South African Am-
bassador in Bonn, Donald
Bell Sole.

According to the documents
published by the ANC, Sole
transformed his embassy
into a highly efficient centre
for intelligence and con-
tacts. Even before he came
to Bonn early 1969 Sole
got instructions from the
South African Secrel Ser-
vice on ‘principal contacts
in Germany'. After a mee-
ting with a certain Dr. Hugo
on December 11 th, 1968,
Sole noted several names
and contact addresses. A-
maong other things, Pre.
toria had recommended
that he contacts 'Finance
Minister Dr. Stoltenbehr’
meaning no doubt the

then Science Minister and

present Prime Minister of
Schleswig-Holstein, Ger-
hard Stoltenberg.

The South African experts
on Germany warned Sole
of the electronic concerns
AEG-Telefunken and Sie-
mens, saymg that the ad-
ministration of these

giant firms was overrun with
American agents. But ‘on
his arrival in West Germany
tt didn’'t take Sole long to
Jfind out that, contrary to
official West German state-
ments, his countrymen were
welcomed with open arms
almost everywhere,

From the West German In-
stitute for Air and Space
Travel, to the Nuclear Re-
search Institute in Karls-
ruhe, or the armament and
space travel concern Mes-
serschmidt-Boelkow in
Ottobrunn near Munich.
But most of all the Bundes-
wehr stood to attention
when their comrades from
South Africa had any wish,

There can be no gquestion
that the West German
military s activities are dis-
cussed and approved by its
NATO-partners, mainly
Britain and France, who
have close contacts to the
Forces of the South African
Republic. NATO is inter-
ested in a military strong
South Africa to secure

the sea-route around the
Cape. Each day 1.5 mil-
lion tons of shipping passes
Africa’s southern tip.
Desprite the United Nations
Arms Embargo Bonn iz pre-
pared to strengthen the
defence power of the Cape
Republic. With West Ger-
man ard, the South Af-
rican Navy installed the
intelligence and control
centre 'Project Advokaat’
in Silvermine near Simons-
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press (euiew press

rman press « the west german

toum, which can control
all ship and air movements
in an area reaching from the
Cape to North Africa,

to the South American
coast, the South Pole and
India. The elecironic equip-
ment for the centre has
been supplied by West
Germany.

All spare parts were given
NATO code numbers

with the aid of the Bundes-
wehr material supply of-
fice. The embassy in Bonn
hired three former Bun-
deswehr coding specialists
and had them trained in
the material supply of-
fice.

The Bonn soldiers also offer
their friendly assistance
when it comes to informing
the military attache at the
embassy, Brigadier Ge-
neral D. J. Hamman, on dis-
cussions within NATO in-
stitutions. On November
3o th, 1972, Admiral Rolf
Steinhaus from the plan-
ning staff of the Defence
Ministry sent ‘dear Ge-
neral Hamman' information
on the ‘expansion of NATO
area in the South Atlantic.’
When three South African
officers asked for permis-
sion to inspect the com-
puter centre in the Bonn
Defence Ministry because
South African Forces
wanied to have a simi-

lar computer, they received
permission afier 12 days,
according lo file AB o2-
25-235.

When the South Africans
asked how the Bundes-
wehr copes with the prob-
lem of static of helicopters,
the Air Force High Com-
mand volunteered to help:
‘For the first time a device
to eliminate electro-sia-

tic loadings has been used

in the helicopter CH 53.
The instrument is produced
and supplied by Messrs,
Dyna Sciences Corp.’ The
ministry also gave the ad-
dress of the firm and of-
fered a meeting with a
Defence Ministry expert
(file number 02-95-02
dated January 7 th, 1974).
Readily, the government-
sponsored German Awr and
Space Research Cenitre
opened its laboratories in
Gattingen and Porz-Wahn
to the South African mi-
litary research expert

M. E. Beyers from the
Aeronautic Research Unit
of the National Mechanical
Research Institute in Pre-
toria.

And Beyers' boss €. G. van
Niekerk, who has shoun
interest in helicopter

rotor blades at Messer-
schmitt in Ottobrunn,
precised them for answering
all his questions without
any reservalions.

In case the military inter-
est of the visitors becomes
too obvious, the South
African Embassy was in-
formed of the decision

af the Chief of Staff in Pre-
toria that Senjor Research
Officer Adolf G. Engelter
be officially accompanied
by the Embassy’s scientific
attache during his visit

to West Germany, Italy and
France, "naturally with the
consent and understanding
of the military attaches.’
Just as diligently as the
emissaries from the Cape
Republic provided their
military forces at home
with material from West
Germany, they also saw to
it that their nuclear scien-
tists had access to West
German know-how.
Without any problems the
Embassy was able to train

tts nuclear scientists in the
West German Society for
Nuclear Research (GfK)
between 1969 and 1974;
again and again top experts
of South African nuclear
research visited West Ger-
many. Ambassador Sole
arranged at least five visits
for the Chief of the South
African Atomic Energy
Board (AED), Abraham
Johannes Roux, to West
Germany since 1972, The
goal of the visitors was al-
ways the same: apart from
the Nuclear Research Centre
(GfK) in Karlsruhe they vi-
sited the energy-concern
STEAG in Essen. This is
understandable, as STEAG
and GfK are jointly de-
veloping the jet-nozzle
system for Urantum enrich-
ment, discovered by pro-
fessor Erwin Becker from
Karlsruhe.

For a long time the South
Africans were docile pupils.
In April of this year they
introduced their own en-
richment method, which is
suspiciously similar to the
discovery of professor
Becker. The similarity

is politically explosive. For
a Uranium enrichment plant
cannol only be used lo
provide fuel for electricity
plants. It can also, though
time-consuming and com-
plicated processing, pro-
duce concentrated fission
material for bombs. And it
seems plausible that the
South Africans, surrounded
by hostile black Africans,
would have an interest

in the atom-bomb. ‘Driven
to despair, the regime will
not hesitate to launch mass
murder on the African
continent’, is the gloomy
ANC forecast.

Whether their suspicion is

justified, whether the West
Germans are really helping
the South Africans to
achieve nuclear. indepen-
dence, cannot finally be
proved. But it could have
fatal consequences for Wesi
Germany even to be sus-
pected of giving nuclear
assistance to the racists in
the Cape Republic.

The Government steadily
denies nuclear cooperation
with South Africa: but
GfK and STEAG, who have
worked with South Africa
for years, are under govern-
ment control. 51 per Cent
of the STEAG shares

are held by Ruhrkohle AG,
of which again 40 per Cent
are in government hands;
the GfK is 80 per Cent
state-controlled.

At least unofficially, Bonn
State Secretaries who ap-
preciate South Africa as a
Uranium supplier, do not
hide their weakness for
nuclear cooperation with
the BOER-state. That is
why Ambassador Sole got
extremely positive impres-
stons from a conversation
with the State Secretary
in the Ministry for Science
and Research, Hans-Hil-
gar Haunschild, ‘For the
South African Govern-
ment it is of great impor-
tance that the German go-
vernment approves the acti-
vities of West German pri-
vate industry’, Sole wrote
after a meeting with Haun-
schild on April 23rd, 1975,
State Secretary Detlev
Carsten Rohwedder used
similarly clear language
in a letter to the vice pre-
sident of the AEB on May
Sth, 1975: It would be
nice if we could come to
a long-term and fruitful
cooperalion in your area,
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or in the peaceful use of
nuclear energy as a whole.’

The diplomats on the Rhine
always placed greatest

value on discretion. Sole
stamped all letters on nu-
clear energy ‘classified’,
telegrams were always in
code, and atom-related mail
Sfor West German firms was
transported by messengers.
The diplomat, well at home
in the sensitive domestic po-
litical life of West Germany,
did his best to conceal the
nuclear business from the
public. When GfK-profes-
sor Becker flew to South
Africa in 1974, Ambassa-
dor Sole wired the Mi-
nisiry in Pretoria to avoid
publicity in the case of pro-
fessor Becker. And after

a discussion with Horst-
Ludwig Riemer, Economics
Minister of Northrhine-
Westphalia, on the STEAG-
engagement in South Africa,
Sole wrote on May Tth,
1973, ‘personally and se-
cretely’ to AEB-Chief
Roux: ‘In view of the
current German domestic
policy the talks must re-
main secret at this stage’,

Top-level discretion was
also applied whenever the
Ambassador himself and his
staff acquired information
on behalf of their nuclear
scientists. On December
2nd, 1974, Sole instructed
his Science Attache Dr.
H.R.Hellwig, to look around
for ‘Galvano-plastic Tech-
nigues' in West German in-
dustry. Such technigques
are needed for the con-
struction of the so-called
jet nozzle device the South
Africans need for their en-
richment plant, But, Sole
said, the ‘connections be-
tween Uranium-enrichment

and my reguest for gal-
vano-plastic technigques
should under no circum-
stance be revealed.”

After months of research,
Hellwig's efforts met
success in April 1975 at
the Institute for Space
Travel and Aerodynamics
in Goettingen. There he
came across a scientist
named Rammenzweig who,
according to Hellwig's re-
port to the Ambassador
on May 2nd, 1975, seemed
to be very experienced in
galvano-plastic technigues.
However, Rammenzweig
himself immediately nobi-
ced what the South Af-
ricans wanted. According
to Hellwig, he “linked

our interest in his know-
ledge to Uranium enrich-
ment ',

So, even if the West Ger-
man governments justly
asserts there is no coope-
ration at government level,
and that no export permit
for nuclear technology
has been given, South Af-
rican nuclear scientisis
owe a lot to the understan-
ding of West German m-
dustrialists, scientists and
officials, and above all to
their own diplomats.

‘But meanwhile Bonn 5

a bit uneasy about the
activities of Ambassador
Sole. Stirred by the mani-
pulations of Sole in the
case of West German Air
Force General Rall, and
by the activities of Sole-
employees in the military
and nuclear field, the Fe-
deral government urges
personal consequences:

it will be hinted to South
African Foreign Minister
Hilgard Muller that he re-
calls his Ambassador as
quickly as possible.

The

Leber

Case

Merely a case of misunder-
standing has beén what
South Africa’s ambassador
te Bonn claimed in four se-
cret reports: Minister of De-

fence Leber had been in-
formed about the South
African trip of General
Rall and had even approved
the clandestine " business.
Despite Sole's retractions
the background of the af-
fair remains in the dark.

A general was fired, an am-
bassador will have to go.
The minister remains in
office. October 1st this
year Minister of Defence
Georg Leber discharged the
German NATO-General
Ginther Rall. The officer
has for three weeks toured
South Africa by courtesy
of the apartheid regime
without, so says Leber’s
version, having informed
his superior of the noto-
rious trip.

Three weeks later the Pre-
toria government saw it
self forced to recall her
Bonn ambassador Donald

Bell Sole. It cannot back
the diplomat any more
after SPIEGEL had pu-
blished last week a Sole
letter to the Pretoria head-
quarters. In this letter
dated April 4th, 1974,

six months prior to the
Rall tour, the ambassa-
dor reports, that he per-
sonally has spoken with
Leber about Rall’s plans
for travelling. Leber last
Friday to a confident:* This
Sole has to leave',

Would the South Africans
not cancel the assignment
of their ambassador and
had Sole himself not re-
tracted in the meantime
the critical passage from his
letter during a consultation
with Foreign Secretary

of State Walter Gelhoff,
Georg Leber hardly would
have had another choice
but to resign. Because over
and over again the Bundes-
wehr boss had asserted not
to have known of the Rall
visit { ‘I have absolutely
never been acquainied with
this affair’.)
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Yet, had the ambassador
-as his secret paper says-
talked with Georg Leber
about the dubious excur-
sion, then the Minister

had sacrificed his General
to save himself.

Even three weeks ago, after
the supposed swift close

af the Rall affair, there
had remained doubis if
Leber had really been

as uninformed as he claimed
to be. After all the Hamburg
STERN had at that time
published two documents
according to which Leber
knew about the business:
On 14 June 1974 Sole
wrote to the Permanent Re-
presentative of South Af-
rica to the European Com-
munity in Brussels:

‘I have taken care, that his
(Rall’s, ed.) Minister gave
his blessing to the trip.’

On 6 August 1974 the
South African ambassador
reported, this time to the
Ministry of Defence in Pre-
toria, after a conversabion
with Rall concerning the
prospective visit of the
General:

To the outside he is on
private visit ... it is clear

to the German Minister

of Defence however that
there is more than this
mvolved in the visit.
Already on June 19th,
1973 the ambassador had
written in a letter to the
South African Lieutenant
General H.P. Lonsber now
in possession of SPIEGEL
about a conversation with
Rall dealing with the post-
ponement of the journey
which originally had been
planned for 1973. It reads:

‘He (Rall, ed.) informed me,
that he had discussed the
matter with his Minster
Georg Leber, who had

agreed completely

Most unequivocally Sole
names Leber as accessory
in his letter dated 4 April
1974 (see photo). The am-
bassador to Hans van Dal-
sen, as Under-Secretary of
State, third man in the
South African Foreign Of-
fice:

‘1 was able to arrange thai
clearance for the visit be
given on an informal basis
by the German Minister

of Defence, Georg Leber,
to whom I also spoke about
the maltter.’

For more than a year then
towards four different ad-
dresses, Ambassador Sole
has maintained that the
Bonn Minister of Defence
had been in on the travel
arrangements. And: par-
ticularly in the clearest

of terms the ambassador
communicated with a man
he has friendly ties with:
Sole and van Dalsen are old
buddies. In the South Af-
rican Foreign Office they
are regarded as a team, as
‘the two blue eyed boys'.
The version officially spread
in Bonn, that the ambassa-
dor as is common practise
in his trade has boasted with
good contacts to top po-
liticians of his host counitry
at his headguarters, does
not provide sufficient ex-
planation for the ambassa-
dor's conduct: why should
Sole need to put airs in par-
ticular against an old friend
by means of trumped up al-
legations

A chain of incongruities:
Has Sole in his letter dated
19 June 1973 also reported
knowingly false about a
conversation with the
Lieutenant General ! Or
has Rall mtimated an un-
truth ?

In short: Either the am-
bassador or the general has
not kept the truth - maybe
both. There is nothing, so
ist eems, Leber could be
charged with.

Actually Leber could have
granted a general’s visii

to Pretoria without feeling
as accessory to South Af-
rican racists. Because since
a long time the Bundeswehr
Chief of Staff has been pres-
sed by the Americans to cul-
tivate military cooperation
with the apartheid state
strategically well situated
on the Southern tip of Af-
rica.

Therefore the Minister for
example had no objections
that his officers maintained
close contacts to the com-
rades from the Cape. Re-
gularly the military attaches
from the South African em-
bassy hosted top people

of the West German Armed
Forces. Hardthihe answers
frankly to requests by the
South Ajfricans and Leber
bureaucrats were ready to
supply the South African
Armed Forces with NATO
code numbers when West
German material was de-

livered (SPIEGEL 41/1975).

Thus the South African Am-
bassador concluded that his
couniry would always

be met with appreciation

by the social democratic
Minister of Defence. In a
letter to General Lonsber
announcing that Rall could
not get ready for his trip to
the Boer Republic before
1974, he wrote:

‘It is quite some time till
then and naturally a lot

can happen in the mean-
time. If he (Rall, ed.) had
another minister who is

less well disposed as Georg
Leber, then he would be un-
able to obtain the permis-

sion for the visit of South
Africa.”

The Minister of Defence
also seemed useful to Am-
bassador Sole because Leber
deems necessary the ex-
port of German arms
which until now is prohi-
bited by decree of the
Federal cabinet. After a
consultation with Econo-
mics Secretary of State
Detlev Karsten Rohwed-
der Sole reported home

on 2 May this year:
Rohwedder who during
the conversation had ba-
sically supported the de-
livery of arms to South
Africa, would have ‘Mi-
nister of Defence Leber
on his side’,

All the more embarrassing
must have been to the
South African govern-
ment that a man which i
regards as ils friend got in-
to trouble through the Sole
documents. During his
visit of exculpation to the
Bonn Foreign Office he
affirmed the papers in pos-
session of SPIEGEL to be
genuine, though dissocia-
ted himself from the sen-
tence incriminating Leber:
‘At no time’ 50 the Fo-
reign Office could spread,
he had ‘talked about the vi-
sit of General Rall in
South Africa’ with the
Minister.

But the South Africans
did not like the denial to
remain that clear cut.
Their representation for-
warded a forced expla-
nation for the curious
contradictions between
Leber and Sole. The am-
bassador, so it said “was
under the impression,
which later proved to bea -
misunderstanding, that the
Minister was informed
about the planned visit.’
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Behind the scenes state
controlled companies
negotiate closer coopera-
tion in the field of nuclear
energy unth South Africa.
Last Wednesday the Fe-
deral Cabinet deleted

one senience from a paper
prepared by secretaries
of state coneerning an en-
quiry into cooperation
between the Federal Re-
public and South Africa.
From the three-page-
document ‘entitled in an
ugly Goebbels fashion'
‘Sprachregelung’ (accor-
ding to Chancellor Hel-
mut Schmidt) the para-
graph reading: ‘There is
no cooperation between
the Federal Republic of
Germany with South Af-
rica in the field of nu-
clear energy ' was removed.
On the contrary, the clea-
ned paper maintains only
that it would be ‘absurd’
to msinuate that Bonn
was “helping this country
to manufacture an atomic
bomb.” Only the German
company Steag (Essen) and
the South African nuclear
forge Ucor had ‘reached
an agreement in 1973°

to undertake a compara-
tive study on the feasi-
bility of two different
systems of uranium en-
richment. Actually, this
contract had only been
signed in 1974. Moreover
Chancellor Schmidt and
his Ministers affirmed:
—‘In so far as economic
sanctions have been im-

Nuclear Business
- A Bomb forli995

posed by the Secunity Coun-
cil (of the UN) they are
observed to the letter’;
—‘the Federal government
uses its economic relations
in support of its efforts

to induce the South Af-
rican government to re-
vise its racial policy.’"

The South Africans, how-
€ver, are more content
with their trade relations
than the cabinet affirma-
tions would like to make
believe. Relations between
German nuclear scientists
and industrialists and

white Africans who want to
buy German know-how in
order to process their
enormous deposits of na-
tural uranium as com-
bustible matter for reactors
are quite old.

Already in 1962 as Karls-
ruhe Professor Erwin
Becker, inventor of the jet
nozzle system for uranium
enrichment, noted in a
letter to the Federal go-
vernment, the Head of the
South African Atomic
Energy Board, Abraham
Roux, showed up at the
Baden research center for
the first time. Becher was
under the impression’ that
his guest was interested
‘only in the application’ of
the complicated technology,
which German scientists
till then had described only
in theory. The transfor-
mation of the theory by

now accessible to the ge-

neral public into practice
is even today, according

to the opinion of Steag
boss Heinz Schulte “incre- -
dibly difficult’.

Only the present South
African ambassador in
Bonn, Donald Bell Sole,
who at one Hime repre-
sented his country at the
International Atomic
Energy Organisation in
Vienna, succeeded in
making commercial use

of the transnational shop-
talking. Immediately upon
moving into the ambas-
sadorial residence, DBS

-as he had himself cal-

led- embarked on breath-
taking activities contacting
indusitrial, scientific and also
political circles.

For example, embassy per-
sonnel observed the inven-
tor Becker come and go at
the mission. 19 June 1973,
he wired to Pretoria that
German companies had
been instructed to transmit
their ‘confidential reporits’
e, g. to the South African
Ministry of Defence through
embassy channels, since
for this purpose ‘our code
systems could be em-
ployed".
Bonn Secretanies of State,
which he invited to his
home country, were dis-
covered by DBS and his
friends to be subject to in-
clinations, which seem alien
to the concerned by now.
‘I think' he declared after
consulting Economics Se-
cretary of State Detlev
Karsten Rohwedder on
German arms exports, if
Chancellor Schmidt would
lend his ear to him (Roh-
wedder), that progress
could be made.’

The Pretorian nuclear re-
searcher Roux, whom Sole
introduced to Rohwedder's
colleague from the Mi-
nistry for Research, Hans-

Hilger Haunschild, noted on
January 21, 1972 only

a short time before the of-
ficial travelled to the Cape,
that he shared Haunschild's
‘feeling that the visit would
be marked by a closer
cooperation in the nuclear
field.’

This consequently hap-
pened. Sole introduced

the Steag company -a sub-
sidiary of state subsidized
Ruhrkohle concern- which
had acquired from nuclear
researcher Becker the

rights for commercial ap-
plication of his system to
Roux. On August 15, 1973
both parties signed a se-
cret contract. Position 3

of this nuclear treaty said
that the Germans ceded

a ‘sublicence’ for Becker’s
enrichment system on the
condition that Becker'’s
institute, the state con-
trolled Society for Nuclear
Research in Karlsruhe

(Board of Directors: Haun-
schild) would approve the
arrangement.
‘Contradictory to expec-
tation” as Steag executive
Helmut Valker thinks now,
the development was sud-
denly obstructed. The Fe-
deral inspectors of the
Karlsruhe Institute de-
clined to bear full respon-
sibility. So it happened
that on September 27

a quartet of Secretaries of
State met at the Bonn Eco-
nomics Ministry to dis-
cuss the guestion -delicate
in terms of foreign policy-
and since the Foreign Of-
fice considering the black
African states filed their
discontent, the explosive
matter was forwarded to
the Federal Cabinet. De-
cistonmaking there was to
be aided by a paper sug-
gesting according to the me-
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mory of the then Minister
of Research Horst Ehmbke
as salomoniacal ‘Yeno',
During the subsequent
cabinet meeting October 17,
Minister of Development
Erhard Eppler and Special
Minister Werner Mathofer
vetoed the project until

" Chancellor Brandt tired

of the quarrelling post-
poned the decision for a
week. One day after the
government discussion
Steag retracted by mail

its request of approval.
One week later Brandt
declared that the matter had
been settled.

As to the manner by which
the matter had been so ele-
gantly taken care of the
concerned offer varying
explanations.

Haunschild: 'Steag must
have known every step the
government took.’
Ehmbke:'We told the com-
pany to retract the request
because it didn’t have a
chance.' Ehmke’s Parlia-
mentary Secretary of State
Volker Hauff: 'They wanted
to know if they could get
away with it anyway.’
Only by a ‘criminal act’
says Ehmke today Steag
could have exported the
knowledge of enrichment
with approval of the govern-
ment. However there were
evidently other, more com-
plicated ways. Official Bonn
tnvestigators discovered a
legal expertise at the Mini-
stry of Research which at-
tempts to prove that only
the commercial application
of German know-how, that
s only with the beginning
of construction of a South
African enrichment plant
‘needed approval’, and pre-
liminaries needed no per-
mission,

Also the German Law of

Foreign Trade was not
‘affected’. Steag with re-
ference to the Economics
Ministry wired to South
African nuclear negotia-
tor Roux. The Non-Pro-
liferation Treaty finally
which prohibits the pas-
sing on of such knowledge
and the export of relevant
materials without inter-
national control, is in ef-
fect for Bonn only since
May 2, 1975.
Consequently Steag and her
partners for a start agreed
on a ‘Joint study " -reputed-
ly hoping to find out
about a South African en-
richment system of which
Roux and his supporters
suddenly began to speak,
even though only six
months ago they still had
wanted td buy the licence
of the Steag system.

When Steag and South
Africa had signed a second
contract, the aim was de-
fined in the following
way:

‘Provided the comparative
analysis shows ‘positive re-
sults’ the construction of
a commercial enrichment
plant in South Africa on an
international basis should
be envisaged.”

One year later, May 14,
1975 the conclusion was
reached - and proved - as
was expected - ‘positive’
(Steag). Now the conditions
for partnership are investi-
gated. Because: ‘We are
morally entitled’ assures
Steag chairman Schulte.

His company has secured
from the South Africans
the rights to obtain looo
tons of enriched unranium
per year once the plant is
ready.

Schulte: ‘The outlet of the
product has to be ensured.’

Anyway he would take ‘no
step without attuning
Bonn’,

With that kind of pre-
cision, however, the Bonn
officials evidently don't
want to be informed about
the steps of their nuclear
energy experts. The Frank-
furt based "Urangesell-
schaft’ for example, in
which the government in-
directly has a share and
which obtains 80 % of the
costs for worldwide pro-
spection from Bonn, had
after the endorsement of
sanctions by the Security
Council and an interven-
tion by the Brandi govern-
ment to retract an agree-
ment, which secured 40 %
of the shares of the ura-
nium mine Roessing in the
territory of Namibia (for-
merly German South West)
contested by both the UN
and South Africa to the
company. The uranium
company, however, for
which South Africa still
holds an option for ca-
pital investment in Koes-
sing, according to latest
investigation, the cabinet
learned to its surprise

still obtains ‘a considerable
portion’ of its imported
uranium from the contested
Namibian mine - vig a ten-
year agreement with the
London-based Rio Tinto
Zine.

Memoranda of ambassador
Sole which came to light
recently, according lo
which the uranium com-
pany in addition secretly
has put investment capital
into the mine prompted
Bonn government officials
to ask for an investigation
to examine both facts and
participation of the con-
cerned public servanis.
Meanwhile South African

ambassador Sole is con-
fident that the prospective
cooperation of his country-
men with the Essen Steag
will work out too in the
foreseeable fuiure, even
though ‘some obstacles
within the government have
to be overcome’,

In effect, the ambassador
noted October 2, 1974,

the Secretaries of State
Haunschild and Rohwedder
support’ plans for a ‘Ger-
man-South African-Iranian
cooperation in the field of
nuclear energy’ - plans
whose existence Haunschild
absolutely rejects, while
Rohwedder at least remem-
bers ‘a few conversations’.
At least Persians and South
Africans have already
reached an agreement. Last

week they signed a long
term secret agreement.
fran helps South Africa
finance the enrichment
plant which is to be built
with help from Steag by
providing half of the
costs of construction. In
exchange the Persians
obtain 14.000 tons of en-
riched uranium- ‘sufficient
to fuel 1oo nuclear power
stations for iNe remainder
of the century’ according
to calculations of an
American expert.

That South Africans ac-
cording to the unanimous
opinion of experts could
process the combustible
matter for military pur-
poses even though the
process is quite time con-
suming is a fact which does
not bother its business
pariners - nor Steag.
Steag boss Schulte last
week: ‘South Africa will
have a bomb no sooner
than 1995, Till then there
will certainly be different
political circumstances.’
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137 heavy military trucks before shipping from Bremen to Durban in May 1975
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