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FightingTalk + Fighting Talk

VIGILANGE IS KEYNOTE

As a result of the dramatic events in
Portugal in April last year the situa-
tion in Southern Africa has changed so
rapidly that the sub-continent will not
be the same again. The independence
of Guinea-Bissau has been formally
acknowledged; Frelimo has been
brought into the administration of
Mozambique which has been promi-
sed independence in June. In the case
of Angola there is some confusion,
but here too changes are imminent.
In the case of Rhodesia the Smith re-
gime has never been under such great
pressure. It has been forced to release
political prisoners.

SWAPQ in Namibia is presenting new
problems for the apartheid regime not
only in the field of armed struggle but
also in wuniting the population against
the Bantustan schemes. It has already
resulted in the South African regime
suggesting various devices for a sett-
lement in order to win time to consoli-
date its powers over the international
territory. Within South Africa itself the
military machine has been further
strengthened with the current defence
budget reaching an alltime high of a
minimum of 500 million Rand; a series
of reforms are promised to mislead
domestic and international opinion.

In welcoming some of these develop-
ments it is too early to celebrate the
total defeat of colonialism in the area,
for the forces of the old order still
exercise considerable influence. In-
deed the new situation requires the
highest degree of vigilance so that
the international campaign against
colonialism and apartheid in Southern
Africa is not relaxed but intensified.
Already we have heard of promises by
the South African regime to end racial
discrimination and Premier Vorster
asks the world to give him up to one
year to bring about these so-called
major changes. The intention is quite
clearly to relax the pressure on Scuth
Africa so that it may use the time to
consolidate and regroup the Unholy

Alliance which is now in some conside-
rable disarray.

In the case of Portugal there remain
the final transfer of power to the
PAIGC in the Cape Verde Islands, of
finally arranging the transfer or po-
wer to Frelimo in Mozambique and of
bringing about genuine independence
for the people of Angola. We are
already witnessing the high level ope-
rations of the international interests
which want to preserve Angola and
especially Cabinda for future control
and exploitation.

South Africa as the dominant power
of the system of white dominance
operating in Southern Africa feels the
most threatened by the new develop-
ments and is therefore keen to pro-
mote a settlement between the Smith
regime and Britain in order to help
stabilise the political situation in
Southern Africa. South Africa has ne-
ver had any objections to having black
ruled neighbouring states as long as
they do not pose a threat to the Pre-
toria regime.

In the new developing situation in
Southern Africa where South Africa is
facing its greatest threat from the
African people we are also witnessing
o united show of solidarity by the
western powers with South Africa. It
has always been our view that the
extent and nature of western involve-
ment in South Africa makes it inevi-
table that when that regime is under
threat from the oppressed people the
external powers will act in closer unity
with the apartheid regime and help
to defend it from world opinion. At
the United MNations the three western
powers which enjoy vetos decided to
demonstrate the nature of their com-
mittment to South Africa by using them
together in an unprecedented manner:
Premier Vorster thanked them for
saving South Africa from expulsion but
the western leaders claimed at the
time that they were primarily concer-
ned with preserving the universality
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WHEN THE
FEBELLION CavES,
ILL BE FEARY

of the United Nations. Noe one was
fooled and now the General Assembly
has set another precedent by barring
South Africa from all its proceedings

during the current session at the,

United Nations.

Military Collaboration

Whilst it is easy to detect the political
expressions of solidarity because they
are usually well publicised, an area of
perhaps even greater significance
because it is not as well known is the
growing military and security collabe-
ration which is toking place between
South Africa and various NATO mem-
bers. In the past it was the respon-
sibility of Britain to cooperate with
South Africa in this area on behalf of
the West but in recent years the Uni-
ted States and France have token a
new interest in the strategic signifi-
cance of South Africa. In October a
secret document approved by the
US President in February 1970 was
published by a well known journalist,
TAD SZULC, and it revealed clearly
the plans of the USA to act in alliance
with South Africa. It so happens that
at about the same time the Conser-
vative Party in Britain also discussed
similar plans and had a conclusive
meeting aobout it in April 1970. A few
months later the Conservatives were
elected to power and began to pro-
mote new links with South Africa, not
only in the context of the 1955 Simons-
town Agreements but for a wider
* defence role for South Africa in the
South Atlantic and Indian Oceans.
The USA is in agreement with this
and following the Portuguese changes
in April 1974 the head of the South
African Armed Forces, Admiral Bier-
mann visited the USA on a ‘private
visit' which involved high level talks
with the Pentagon. Since then, a se-
nior South African naval officer, has
been invited to Washington for addi-
tional talks.

This happened at the same time as a

major controversy in Britain about
ending the Simonstown Agreement
with South Africa, was in progress.

When these developments are seen
together with the NATO odmission in
May 1974 that it had drafted conting-
ency plans for operations around
Southern Africa it becomes clear that
the western powers have rapidly mo-
ved into a position of considering
South Africa not only as a wvaluable
ally but a major one. Britain has had
two sets of major naval exercises with
South African naval vessels during
August and October last year and se-
veral French ships have also called at
South African ports. During April 1974
the West German training ship
Deutschland visited Cope Town and
Captain Kurt Siewert examined the
Simonstown base from the bridge of
his ship. This is the first German na-
val vessel to have visited Cape Town
for nearly 40 years and indicates that
defence cooperation between West
Germany and South Africa is also
likely to increase to new levels.

Thus we are in a period when the
military collaboration between several
western powers and South Africa is
increasing in a way which not only
strengthens the South African regime
and gives it new confidence but also
enables the Pretoria regime to expand
its power and influence in the Oceans
around Africa with western support.
All this is aimed to help counteract an
alleged Soviet threat when it is in fact
only serving the purpose of satisfying
South Africa’s wider ambitions. These
developments clearly present a serious
and grave danger to the peace and
security of Africa and the world.

West German Role

In this overall context the West Ger-
man role is highly significant because
of its extensive economic, cultural,

sporting, academic and political links
with South Africa. In almost every area
there has been o dramatic increase
in links with South Africa at the very
time when increasing demands with
larger and larger majorities are being
made by the United MNations to end
these collaborative links. The position
with ard to trade and investment is
well known. Various cultural and edu-
cational visits are arronged either
under the cultural agreement with SA
or independent of it; with sports boy-
cotts having isolated South Africa
from countries like Britaoin, Australia
and New Zealand new links are being
developed with West Germany to
compensate for the success of Anti-
Apartheid movements in other coun-
tries,

During October 1974 the South
African-German Chamber of Trade
and lndustries announced that special
attention was to be given to "develop-
ing export facilities in West Germany
and the Common Market”. t went on
to say that they hoped "to promote the
continuous flow of German investments
to South Africa” and it was pointed
out that special attention would be
paid to investments for the infrastruct-
ure of South Africa as a whole and
particularly the development of the
Black homeland economies. From
South Africa’s point of view its trading
relations are favourable to West Ger-
many so it wishes to increase South
Africa’s exports to FRG. One way to do
this is for FRG plonts to be set up
in South Africa and the products then
exported to FRG and the Com-
mon Market. At the same time the
Pretoria regime needs to secure inter-
national capital for the Bantustan
programme and it appears that
FRG investors are ready to cooperate
with South Africa in implementing its
apartheid policy more effectively and
ot the same time draw super profits
from the system which ensures o ready
and cheap pool of African labour.
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it is interesting to note that the South
African subsidiary of Hoechst of West
Germany announced during October
1973 that it was planning a further
investment of 6 million Rand to raise
the South African investment ‘o
41 million Rand.

Mr. Armo Baltzer, deputy managing
Director of Hoechst South Africa also
said that they were studying a further
40 million Rand investment but he
gave no details.

The & million Rand investment is to go
to expanding the artificial fabrics
plant in Cape Town, to expand the
polyester resin and polypropylene
plants and the opening of a pharma-
cology research unit. Mr. Baltzer ex-
plained that the extension in South
Africa in line with the decision by
Hoedhst to limit its investment in West
Germany “because of the combined
pressuras of stricter ecological legisla-
tion and the rapidly increasing costs of
labour and international transporta-
tion''. He went on to say that South
African made products accounted for
60% of his units sales in SA but that
with the new expansion the total of

imported products would be reduced
from 40" to 20%.

Hoechst is clearly keen to support the
strategy of the Pretoria regime by
contracting its plant in FRG and
expanding it in South Africa, thus re-
ducing South Africa’s import burden,
developing the South African manu-
facturing sector, and making larger
profits by investing in the apartheid
system which guorantees super profits
for overseas investors.

The same Mr. Baltzer also now hap-
pens to be the Chairman of the South
African-German Chamber of Trade and
Industries mentioned above!

But these investment patterns which
are becoming increasingly clear are
alse aimed at enabling South African
manufactured products to penetrate
the Common Market area.

Mr. Baltzer says that his Chamber has
a membership of 500 Firms having
direct trade interests with West Ger-
many including most multi-national
FRG enterpreuners operating in South
Africa.

EDESA

Another development reported last
year was that a new organisation cal-
led the Economic Development of
Equatorial and  Southern  Africa
(EDESA) was established with Profes-
sor Karl Schiller as its first President.
In an interview with Welt am Sonntag,
Schiller revealed at the time that the

4

idea of investing in Central and Sou-
thern Africa and offering a new and
modern type of development aid came
from Anton Rupert the South African
tobacco baron.

The companies participating in EDESA
are Daimler-Benz, Bosch, and the
Deutsche and Dresdner Banks from
the Federal Republic; Ford, General
Motors, IBM and Universal Leaf from
the United States; the Bank of Mon-
treal: Barclays Bank from Britain;
Luxembourg Credit Bank; the Swiss
Banking Company; and from South
Africa, apart from Rupert's own hold-
ing, the Anglo-American Corporation.
The International headquarters of
EDESA is in Zurich but it is registered
in Luxembourg and its African head-
quarters are in Swaziland instead of
in South Africa. The elaborate and
complicated methods used by EDESA
reveal the techniques the South Afri-
cans are prepared to use to overcome
the African boycott and expand South
African influence in Africa. It is signi-
ficant that persons such as the former
Economics Minister of West Germany
are prepared to collaborate in sche-
mes intended to bolster the apartheid
system.

These two examples help to illustrate
the changing pottern of economic re-
lationships between western capital
investment and trade in connection
with South Africa. It is perhaps more
accurate today to suggest that the
western economic system is deeply
integrated with the apartheid system
so that South Africa is beginning to
be used much more as a base for ope-
rations in Africa and other Southern
hemispheric regions as well as beco-
ming a major exporter of manufactu-
red goods to the northern hemisphere.

MNuclear Collaboration

When these factors are considered
together with the recent developments
regarding South Africa’'s uranium in-
dustry we notice the level of involve-
ment on the part of the Federal Re-
public on the side of the apartheid
system.

The Steag Electrical Company and the
Uranium Enrichment Corporation of
SA are conducting feasibility studies
in order to build a massive uranium
enrichment plant in South Africa. The
South Africans claim to have perfected
a new process of uranium enrichment
which will also be among the cheapest
but it is clear that the new approach
to uranium isotopic seperation also
has very strong connections with pro-
cesses developed in West Germany.
For many years there has been wides-

pread speculation about nuclear col-
laboration between the Federal Re-
public of Germaony and South Africa
and these reports have always been
denied in Bonn - now the evidence
of earlier collaboration is beginming
to reveal itself in a form which is per-
haps more difficult to conceal. South
Africa has special nuclear ambitions
and experts calculate that it has the
capacity to manufaocture a ‘dirty
atomic bomb. In addition, as a result
of the so-called energy crisis and the
new importance of atomic power South
Africa is ploced in a particularly
strong position since it is now the se-
cond largest producer of uranium and
with assistance from the Federal Re-
public it is planning to establish its
huge enrichment plant.

Both the United States and the Com-
mon Market Commission in Brussells
are watching the progress in South
Africa of the ennichment of uranium
with very. great interest.

Of around 400 West German compa-
nies operating in South Africa most of
them are in the chemical and engineer-
ing sector which is also the sector with
a special military capability — it is easy
to list them and reveal the widespread
nature of FRG involvement in South
Africa. These companies should be
subjected to intensive pressure and
confrontation so that their role in help-
ing to maintain and defend the apart-
heid system is widely publicised. The
campaign on investment is the pri-
mary area in terms of external support
for the Pretoria regime and this inclu-
des military support. But initially con-
siderable attention has been paid to
the investments of churches and other
bodies in thase companies with a view
to promoting a withdrawal of invest-
ments. Allied with this is the campaign
to end migration and tourism to South
Africa as well as a boycott in the
academic, sports and cultural fields.
The aim should be to end all links with
South Africa but it is not possible to
attack them all at the same time. The
strategy and tactics have to be wor-
ked out by those engaged in the
action which should be seen as being
direct support of the Liberation Move-
ments rather than separated from
them.

As a result of the fantastic increase
in links between South Africa and the
FRG it is vital to have a strong, united
and broad AAM in West Germany. In
the final analysis the oppressed people
themselves will win their own freedom
but it is the duty of all progressive
forces, the world over to. give them
every assistance by organising effec-
tive solidarity action in countries which
constitute the major collaborators
with apartheid.
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A new underground newsheet made its appearance inside
South Africa in December, last year. This is its first issue
and we have been informed not its last. Future issues will
be published in SECHABA as we receive them.

Vukonil Awakel we sayl Open your eyes people of South
Africa and see what lies before you!

We know what lies around us. We have lived with this
cancerous apartheid for too long. It has robbed us of our
land, insulted our people and their cultures.

In its name and for its preservation, our greatest patriots
have been killed or thrown into fascist dungeons.

But must we despair? -

Is that all? Are we, the descendants of Makana, Shaka,
Dingane, Moshoeshoe, Sekukhuni, Bambatha, the con-
temporaries of Saloojee, Timol, Tiro and the still living he-
roes, Mandela, Mbeki, Sisulu, Kathrada, Fischer, in gaol
and Tambo, Kotane, Dadoo and others in exile, are we
going to sit back and let these things continue forever?
WE SAY NOI| And the heroic fighers of Umkhonto we
Sizwe have demonstrated on the battlefield that we mean
- business! Since 1967 they have been engaged in armed
struggle and sometimes send the enemy troops running
for shelter. But this is only one side of our struggle. A re-
volution is what we fight for and a revolution is not
always only a military struggle. People revolt against
some order and for some new order.

They employ the methods (and there are many that are
used, often simultaneocusly), most useful to achieving their
aims. We do not want to be treated like dogs in our own
land! We want a society where we can live in peace, se-
curity and with human dignity, a society where equality
and love between our people is possible.

To achieve such a society is not just a military skrugglel
The armed cadres of Umkhonto are not a professional
army. They are dedicated sons and daughters of all the
sections of the South African people who have sacrificed
the ordinary comforts of life to contribute to our liberation.
Umkhonto fulfils the strategy and tactics determined by
the African National Congress (A.N.C.), the main peoples’
organisation, representing the aspirations of the oppres-
sed for more than sixty years.

The ANC has, as its allies in the liberation movement:
The Coloured Peoples' Congress, South African Indian
Congress, South African Congress of Trade Unions and
the tried and tested South African Communist Party. To-
gether, these organisations employ political, industrial,
military, propagandistic and other methods towards
achieving the peoples’ programme — The Freedom Char-
ter.

What is the Freedom Charter?

At a historic gathering almost twenty years ago, the most
representative meeting of the peoples of South Africa
adopted as their programme, the basis of the society to
be, this charter. lts ideas have surely stood the test of
time? Let us look ot some of the headings of this docu-
ment:

South Africa belongs to all who live in it, Black and Whitel
The People Shall Governl

All National Groups Shall have Equal Rights!

The People Shall Share in the Country's Wealthl

The Land Shall Be Shared Among Those Who Work It!
All Shall be Equal Before The Law!

All Shall Enjoy Equal Human Rights!

There Shall Be Work And Security!

The Doors of Learning and Culture Shall Be Opened!
There Shall'Be Houses, Security and Comfortl

There Shall Be Peace and Friendship!

The Charter concludes

“Let all who love their people and their country now say,
as we say here: 'THESE FREEDOMS WE WILL FIGHT FOR,
SIDE BY SIDE, THROUGHOUT OUR LIVES, UNTIL WE
HAVE WON OUR LIBERTY.™

That these should be revolutionary and subversive state-
ments testifies to the decadence of present-day South
Africal

VUKANII will be a weapon to serve in the struggle to
regain these rights and build the new society. We appear
(as we shall appear after liberation) at a time of crisis for
the Vorster regime of gangsters and thieves.

Portugal and the Freedom of Africa

Earlier this year, forty eight years of terronistic dictatorship
in Portugal was ended by a coup d'etat which has been
enthusiastically backed by the people of Portugal and has
developed into a democratic upheaval which continues
to gather fresh momentum — first towards a peoples’ de-
mocracy and also to the freedom of Mozambique and
Guinea Bissau, previously under Portuguese colonialism
for decades and more than a century respectively with a
Portuguese “presence” for hundreds of years.

For more than ten years the peoples of Guinea Bissau
and Mozambique like the heroes of the MPLA in Angola,
have fought against Portuguese imperialism. Despite the
heavy Portuguese military onslaught, cided by the capital
from the U.S.A., Britain and other imperialist countries,
despite the aid from NATO, and the continued reports of
Portuguese "victories”, the people of Mozambique and
Guinea Bissau were able to free themselves!

Long before the Portuguese democratic revolution of
April 25, Portuguese soldiers were deserting, joining the
freedom fighters and Guinea Bissau had reached a stage
in the liberation of her territory where she could declare
herself independent and be recognized by most of the
countries of the world.

It can truly be said thot the people of the former Portu-

. guese African territories and those still engaged in battle

in Angola have aided in the liberotion of Portugal, for
the Portuguese people have not wanted to fight a facist
war of aggression! The Portuguese people, as is testified
by the tremendous support for their Communist Party,
which had operated underground throughout 48 years of
dictatorship, have wanted a free society.

Portugal, Mozambique and our struggle

The liberation of the former Portuguese colonies makes a
substantial difference to the arena within which our
struggle is being waged.



On the International level we have the support of yet
another anti-imperialist force. International support for
our liberation struggle has always been fundamental, as
it has been for the heroic peoples fighting imperialism in
South East Asia, the Middle East and other areas of
imperialist aggression. s

We have always been able to count on the consistent,
principled and constructive support of the socialist coun-
tries, especially, the great first socialist land of the world,
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republic (USSR) and since
1945, an increased number of socialist countries. We have
also, always, been able to rely on the democratic and
progressive forces of the capitalist countries, in the Chur-
ches, trade unions, amongst the students and the Com-
munist parties. It is valuable to now be able to count
Portugal, as a nation, amongst these friends and allies of
our cause. .

Just as we count on their support, we wish them well in
the building of their new, great democracy!

On our borders

But the impact of the Portuguese events is even more
profound, for us, on a local, southern African level. Right
on our borders and the borders of Namibia (South West
Africa) we have a truly free, liberoted African state —
Mozambique.

No wonder the Vorster thugs are shiveringl No wonder
that Vorster wants to dump Smith! No wonder that there
are constant talks of new types of concessions!

WE WARN THAT THE PEOPLES OF SOUTH AFRICA WILL
NOT BE DUPED BY ANY PHONEY "“"CONCESSIONS"!
The struggle for southern Africa, for a truly free South
Africa now operates in infinitely more favourable circums-
tances. This does not mean that revolution in Zimbabwe
(Rhodesia) or Namibia or South Africa will be next year.
It may be soon. But we must not underestimate the
deviousness of the enemy, his armoury of lies and the
array of stalling tactics, window dressing, use of stooges,
“innocent assistants” of his policies, all to retain power.
We must also not under-estimate the imperialist stake in
apartheid. America, Britain, West Germany, France, la-
pan and other copitalist countries have heavy investments
in South Africa. They are all averse to change that would
reduce the huge profits that they derive from Black slave-
labour. et

These factors mean that we must be on our guard. While
victory is closer, it is not round the corner. While we ope-
rate in better conditions, we cannot take it easy. We in
South Africa must continue to operate with maximum se-
curity. Workers, students and other democratic sections
of the population must meet secretly and only with those
they can trust.

We must prepare to assist our cadres from Umkhonto and
do political work ourselves. We must be sufficiently orga-
nised and disciplined ourselves that the liberation move-
ment can advance so much easier.

WE DON'T WANT THIS APARTHEID!

WE WANT A FREE SOUTH AFRICA AND WE WANT IT
SOONI

To achieve this we need to understand more about the
programme, strategy and tactics of our movement.
VUKANI! will assist by informing you of many of these
things. We do this, because our revolution is not a revolu-
tion of a few men at the top. We are for a peoples’ revolu-
tion, a revolution such as is envisaged by the Freedom
Charter.

FORWARD TO FREEDOMI

MAYIBUYE AFRIKAIL AFRIKA! AFRIKA!

AMANDLA NGAWEHU! MAATLA KE A RONAI

&

THE FRAUDULENT
INDIAN COUNCIL

The South African government's stooge institution for South
Africans of Indian erigin has come in for a sharp and hard-
hitting indictment by no less a personality than its former
appointed Chairman, Mr. H.E. Joosub. All that the African
Mational Congress had been saying over the years about
Bantustans and Indian and Coloured Councils have been
confirmed by this so-called moderate.

Whilst we do not, for @ moment, consider Mr. Joosub «
friend of the South African revolution and while his motives
in making his attack on the government-sponsored Council
may not be wholly due to political considerations, his
statement is illuminating.

Mr. Joosub, who held the position of Chairman from the
inception of the Indian Council, made his statement on the
eve of the "election” of 15 of the 30-member Council. (The
‘elections’ were held through so-called electoral colleges
rather than on a free vote and up to this ‘election’ all mem-
bers of the Council were nominated by the government.)*
Mr. Joosub said that he had refused to avail himself for
the ‘election’ nor did he intend accepting a nominated
position simply because the promises of Dr. Verwoerd in
1963 had never been fulfilled and the SAIC was nothing
more than a advisory body and was not even representative
of the Indian community.

“The Indian Council, under the present policy will remain
the ineffective body it has proved to be in the past. It will
be a chamber where members can let off steam without
being able to reach the ‘grass roots’ level of the issues”,
said Mr. Joosub. .

"After more than 10 years”, he went on “the Council re-
mains a half nominated body and a half purportedly elec-
ted national body which cannot be representative of the
Indian community in terms of universal democratic norms.”
Mr. Joosub's rejection of the SAIC which he so strongly
supported since 1964 when he was nominated first chairman
appears to have come as a result of the forced removal of
traders from the Prinsloo Street area in Pretoria where
Mr. Joosub lives and conducts his business.

Referring to the several representations made by the SAIC
for an extension of time for the traders, Mr. Joosub said
that in spite of representations based on factual grounds,
that the new Asiotic Bazaar was incomplete and access
roads were not yet ready, the Department of Community
Development “was resolute in its demands for ejectment.”

Voiceless

Mr. Joosab cited this as an example of how the SAIC was
voiceless. “lt cannot help or bring temporary relief to
members it purports to represent and it cannot satisfy the
ospirations of the community, neither can it create the
illusion of any political dispensation or delude the Indian
community into thinking in terms of such dispensation” he
soid. He added unless the Government gave a visible de-
monstration of its policy for the evolution of meaningful
political rights, it would be impossible for the SAIC to be
wholly accepted by the Indian community as its mouthpiece.
"The policy of the Government to maintain a liason with
the Indian community will collapse”, he said. “If the Go-
varnment is genuinely interested in the continued existence
u:l:;h;l SAIC there will have to be a radical change,” he
a '

Note

The farcical nature of the ‘elections’ was clearly demonstrated
when the highest vote cast for o ‘condidate’ was 71. Those
‘elected’ are all businessmen except one who is a medical doctor.
They are: M.E. Sultan, J.N. Reddy, ¥.5. Chinsamy, A. Rajbunsee,
I. Kathrada, B. Dookie, C. Kojee, R.P. Moodley, Dr. |. Kojee and
LM. Seedat all from Matal. The others are: G.N. Naideo (Cape)
and from the Transvaal: ). A. Carreem, |.F.H. Mayet, 5. Abram
and I.C. Dasse.
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A number of events tying the USA
closer to the South African regime
have occurred within the past several
months. They assume greater meaning
with the drastic dhanges affecting
Portugal's presence in Southern Africa.
They toke on greater menace as
hitherto secret facts emerge which
show the USA and its NATO allies
proceeding on a course leading into
the cockpit of war in the sub-continent.
In January 1974, C. P. Mulder, South
African Minister of the Interior and of
Information, made a hush-hush visit
to the USA and saw a number of pro-
minent Americans. It was no casual
visit. It was arranged by the South
African embassy in Washington wit-
hout the usual courtesy of dealing
with the State Department. Cloaked
in secrecy until 22 January, when Mul-
der conferred with Vice President Ge-
rald R. Ford, the Minister's trip gra-
duated from ‘non-official’ to ‘semi-of-
ficial' to a diplomatic coup.

AFRICA NEWS, the Durham, N.C.-ba-
sed non-profit information agency,
which maintains the best USA monito-
ring service on African affairs, repor-
ted that the official government Radio
South Africa hoiled the trip as symbo-
lizing “the refreshing new outlook in
foreign policy which the present US
administration has adopted.” The talk
with Ford took place in a "friendly
atmosphere” and covered how South
Africa and the United States can be
of mutual assistance to each other in
such matters as the energy crisis. Mul-
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der conferred with Vice Admiral Ray
Peet in the International Security Af-
fairs. (ISA) office, sometimes referred
to as the Pentagon's State Depart-
ment. ISA overseers sales of military
equipment to foreign governments and
acts as lioison between foreign buyers
and US exporters of armaments. At
that time demands on South Africa to
support Rhodesion and Portuguese
forces were growing and American
and British plans to expand facilities

on the island of Diego Garcia were.

well under way.

While South African newsmen in
Washington and New York were trying
to pin down the nature and extent of
Mulder's American travels, the Minister
was kiting about the country meeting
with California Governor Ronald Rea-
gan, the editorial staffs of The Los An-
geles Times, the New York Times, un-
named bladk opinion makers, including
several who had visited South Africa.
Africa News quotes a South African
Information Department official as
saying Mulder met with Los Angeles
Mayor Thomas Bradley, the nation's
leading bladk municipal leader. Mayor
Bradley's office denied this.

In Washington, Mulder saw an im-
pressive array of officials: House Ma-
jority leader Tip O'MNeil; and Represen-
tative Thomas Morgan, chairman of the
House Foreign Affairs Committee, po-
rent body of the Subcommittee on
Africa which is headed by strong South
African eritic Representative Charles
C. Diggs. Ir.
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S.A. Agents

In May, US correspondents for The
Star of Johannesburg report that two
Washington attorneys specializing in
political lobbying, Donold DeKietfer
and Thomas Shannon, of the firm of
Collier, Shannon, Rill and Edwards
“since the beginning of the year . ..
have been operating as agents of the
South African Department of Informa-
tion in an attempt to change American
policies on South Africa without know-
ledge of the South African embassy
in Washington."” Without knowledge of
the US State Department too, it appe-
ars. One of its officials complained

“the (South African) Information De-
. partment seems to be running its own

foreign policy’”; to which DeKieifer
lamely replied “in fact, | am helping
to protect the Stote Department and
to save embarrassment all round. We
can handle things informally.” De
Kieffer and Shannon had a hand in
arranging the Mulder trip. The Star
says they were retained without writ-
ten contract or formal ogreement
(“extraordinary efforts have been made
to conceal the arrangement’”) “ot a
salary of $50 an hour, apparently by
the Deputy Secretary of Information,
Mr. L.E.S. de Villiers, to whom they
have been reporting directly. . . . Fur-
ther details have come to light only
because Mr. DeKieffer, Mr. Shannon
and their firm are compelled by Ame-
rican law to register as agents of a
foreign government. According to the
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law firm's registration form, the pur-
pose of its employment by the Infor-
mation Department is to lobby for a
reassessment of American policy to-
wards South Africa, particularly on
energy, mutual security and investment
in South Africa.”

The Star reports that the two Ameri-
cans "have been contributing funds
to key congressmen, lobbying perso-
nally.” (One focal person is House
Foreign Affairs committee chairman
Thomas E. Morgan). “The existence of
the arrangement emerged accidentally
recently after Mr. DeKieffer had pro-
tested to the State Department against
its refusal of a visa for Admiral Bier-
mann."”

Admiral Huge H. Biermann, comman-
der in chief of the South African De-
fense Forces, visited the USA in the
first week of May. His trip, like Mul-
der's, was a continuation of this
"badkdoor ‘diplomacy” and was ma-
noeuvred outside regular dhannels.
Biermann was at first refused a visa
by the State Department, the story
goes. Then DeKieffer intervened — an
act “totally unprecedented” said a
State Department official — and so did
Senator Harry F. Byrd, Jr. The State
Department told The Washington Post
the visa was granted after Biermann
assured the US embassy in Pretoria
that “he would make no official con-
tacts” in Washington and aofter offi-
cials “at the highest level” ordered it
— the matter went to Henry Kissinger's
office.

No soconer in the USA, Admiral Bier-
mann called upon Acting Secretary of
the MNavy J. Williom Middendorf, on
an “informal and personal visit" to
talk about a mutual friend, a Pentagon
spokesman said. Biermann was invited
here by the US Strategic Institute, a
conservative group headed by former
Admiral John McCain. The South Af-
rican admiral was feted at a dinner
hosted by Rep. Robert E. Bauman and
reportedly attended by 17 US admirals.
The Pretoria defense chief topped off
his journey by meeting with his Ame-
rican counterpart, Admiral Thomas H.
Moorer, retiring chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff.

South Africa on the Spot

South Africa’s cultivation of the USA
is further underscored by visits of
other top officials, including Foreign
Minister Hilgard Muller and Finance
Minister Nicholas Diederichs. Stories
persist in Washington of a South Af-
rican tour by House of Representative
staff members.

Well might South Africa court the
USA. Pretoria’s real shodk come on
25 April with the military coup in Por-
tugal, abruptly dhanging the balance
of forces in Southern Africa. The situa-
tion for the white racist regimes has
been deteriorating as liberation move-
ments in Mozambique, Angola, Zim-
babwe and MNamibia have not only

held fast but made impertant gains
and as inside dissension by the bladck
majorities has risen.

The Caetano regime in Lisbon fell
because of internal unrest and the
endless pursuit of empire, at a cost
of half Portugal's budget, the further
bankrupty of Europe's poorest nation,
the flight of 100,000 young men to
avoid military conscription. The South
Africans are on the spot. Pretoria sud-
denly faces the prospect of its eastern
border with Mozambique and the fron-
tier between illegally occupied Nami-
bia and Angola exposed, with an only
friend the weak Smith regime hanging
on in Zimbabwe.

Boundlessly thriving as South Africa is,
the hard hand-writing must be clear
to Pretoria’s ruthless men. They know
they will shortly need help. Therefore
they are reaching out for what they
have always considered their ace in
the hole, the United States of America,
trying to draw this country into its war,
to fill the Portuguese gap, a calculaoted
replay of Inde-China when the French
departed.

A development affecting South Africa
is an issue now before Congress — a
Pentagon request for over $32 million
to expand air and naval focilities on
the British-controlled island of Diego
Garcia. Possibly related is a myste-
rious $2.2 billion item labeled "Support
for Other Nations" which appears in
the Pentagon’s fiscal 1975 budget.
The more the USA draws closer to the
Southern African region with military
and economic alignments, the more
the South African regime is encoura-
ged along its brutal course; the more
the USA becomes affixed to support-
ing that futile course, the more the
USA loses contact with the reality of
the future — which belongs to the
African people.

At the same time the Vorster regime
is courting the USA, it is tightening the
noose around independent organiza-
tions — those most acceptable to li-
beral-minded Americans — which chal-
lenge the police state and its apart-
heid dogma. The Affected Organisa-
tions Act, hastened through Parliament
and signed into law on March 1,
threatens the Christian Institute, the
MNational Union of South African 5tu-
dents, any group receiving funds from
overseas. That South African officials
should be entertained by their Ame-
rican counterparts is another indica-
tion of callous blindness which perva-
des sectors of the USA. What will
American reaction be when Dutch
Reformed churchman Beyers MNaude's
prophecy comes to pass: "There should
be no doubt whatsoever in the minds
of church leaders that no church will
ultimately escape”?

Easum Fired

Meanwhile, it has been announced
that America's chief adviser on African
affairs, Mr. Donald Easum, Is to be
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replaced. He is reported to have fal-
len out with Dr. Henry Kissinger, who
is trying to find a less ‘creative’ as-
sistant on southern Africa policy.
The first rumours that Mr. Easum was
to be fired were heard shortly after
he told a Press conference in Dar-es-
Salaam on 2 November that ‘we are
using our influence to foster change
in South Africa, not to preserve the
status quo'.
The following day in Lusakae,
Mr. Basum went slightly further, sug-
gesting that the next time the question
of South Africa’s membership is before
the Security Council, the United States
vote might not be cast in her favour.
“The question of expulsion will arise
at some time again in the future and |
would. imagine that the degree to
which South Africa has made mean-
ingful changes will determine the
stances that various countries will take
on the expulsion issue at that time,”
he said.
Dr. Kissinger's present plan is to re-
lace Mr. Easum with Mr, Nathaniel
vis, the career diplomat who was
the US Ambassador in Chile at the
time of Allende's overthrow. Unlike
Mr. Easum, Mr. Davis has had no ex-
perience of African questions. Dr. Kis-
singer plans to ‘reward’ Mr. Easum by
assigning him as the new U5 Ambass-
ador to Nigeria.
Mr. Easum's departure, coupled with
the decision of the US House of Re-
presentatives not to take a vote on
Rhodesian sanctions before its Christ-
mass adjournment, may bring the de-
terioration of American-African rela-
tions to crisis stage. Both bladk African
and South American sources in the
US feel that the two developments
are further signals of US support for
South Africa and Rhodesia. It is be-
lieved that General Gowon of Nigeria,
has decided not to respond to an invi-
tation to pay a State visit to Washing-
ton until the sanctions loophole -
which has been worth more than
$60 million (about £26 million) in
foreign exchange to Rhodesia in the
past three years — is closed. The Se-
nate voted a year ago to repeal the
law, known as the '‘Byrd Amendment’,
but the adjournment of Congress
means that the repeal effort will have
to begin again from scratch.
African diplomats questioned in the
US feel that Dr. Kissinger's statements
in favour of repeal of the '‘Byrd Amend-
ment’ — which originally passed with
clandestine White House support -
have been nothing more than lip
service.
State Department sources say that
during a conversation in the autumn
of 1973 with Dr. Hilgard Muller, the
South African Foreign Minister, Dr. Kis-
singer promised to curb the ‘missio-
nary zeal' of US career diplomats to-
wards questions involving South
Africa.

(Edited and up-dated version of a
report by the Episcopal Churchmen
for South Africa, New York)
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by Moosa Moola,

Chief Representative, Asian Mission,
African National Congress

of South Africa

IN THE INDIAN OGEAN

The continued existence of South
Africa as a racist and fascist state has
been universally recognised as con-
stituting a grave threat to the peace
and stability of the African continent.
It has become quite clear that she
serves the same purpose as a bastion
of reaction and subvension in Africa,
as her counterpart and ally in West
Asia, Israel. However, an aspect which
has been recognised but not given
due importance is the fact that South
Africa very definitely poses a general

threat to the peace of the world and
in particular to the peaceful develop-
ment and reconstruction of those
countries whose shores are washed
by the Indian Ocean.

It is our contention that South Africa
is being deliberately groomed, aided
and abetted by international imperia-
lism to serve its wvested interests to
convert it into a gigantic aircraft car-
rier, as it were, in the Indian Ocean.

A glance at the map of the world
showing South Africa’s strategic loca-
tion between the east and the west
should reveal why military strategists
of the NATO are looking more and
more towards the southern tip of the
African continent becoming its
southernmost flank. Besides, in the
struggle between the so-called free
world and the socialist world, fascist
South Africa's virulent anti-communism
makes her a natural ally of the forces
of reaction.



Cape Sea Route

Addressing the all-White South Afri-
can Parliament on April 26 1972, De-
fence Minister Botha stated: "There
are signs, encouraging signs, in the
free world that position of South
Africa and Southern Africa is better
understood today than before. Se-
condly, it is being realised more and
more that the Cape sea route and a
stable Southern Africa are of the ut-
most value to those countries which
depend on one million tons of oil
carried around the Cape of Good
Hope every day. If there are countries
which are not prepared to supply us
with armaments for the defence of the
important Cape sea route, they should
ask themselves to what extent their
attitude is really in the interests of the
survival of Western civilisation.”

And, on the same occasion, after moot-
ing the idea of forming a bloc of
Southern African states against com-
munism, the Minister declared: | hava
also soid we adopted the point of
view thot through mutual co-operation
these anti-communist southern African
states should forge closer links with
one another in order to establish a
bloc against communism in Africa. We
do not want to limit this to Southern
Africa only, but want to cooperate
with other African states as well and
to extend our cooperation to those
who want to join us in establishing a
anti-communist bloc"

Bogey of Communism

This harping on the so-called commu-
nist threat by South Africa and her
Western apologists is aimed directly
at gaining respectability in an increa-
singly hostile world and ensuring that
active military intervention is not lack-
ing in times of crisis.

Racist South Africa’s strategy is quite
simple. Realising that White supremacy
and domination must yield to African
claims and aspirations for a just and
equal share in the South African so-
ciety and fully aware that brutal might
and repressive measures are not
enough to sustain the evil and obno-
xious system of apartheid, the White-
minority regime hopes to postpone its
downfall indefinitely.

And it hopes to do this not only by
building herself up into a powerful
military power on the subcontinent but
also through massive foreign invest-
ments and by offering herself as an
imperialist base. She is, in fact, telling
the West that only as long as the pre-
sent system obtains their interest will
be secure; White South Africa's down-
fall should be regarded as their own
imminent collapse and disintegration
of the "free wonrld".

That their propaganda has gained
credence in major Western capitals
can be gauged from the fact that
mare. and more voices are being
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openly heard in the military-industrial
complex and large finance houses that
trade, economic and military relations
with South Africa must be strengthe-
ned and expanded, in spite of UN re-
solutions giving o clear call to the
contrary. After all South Africa has

‘proved to be a "stable” society and

remained a source of super-profits for
the multi-national corporations for
decades now.

To all intents ond purposes, South
Africa is an accepted member of the
Western defence system; that she is
not a formal member of the NATO or
other Western military groupings
should not hoodwink anybody. For
years now she has been receiving the
most sophisticated military hardware,
especially from France and ltaly. And
according to a recent newspaper re-
port the United States is following
suit. Britain continues to stage joint
naval exercises with the South African
navy and has an accord on the use
of the Simonstown naval base in times
of conflict. South African defence per-
sonnel have been known to have had
discussions with their counterparts in
cerboin Western countries and the re-
cent visit of South Africa’'s Chief of the
Defence Forces Admiral Biermann, to
the United States was certainly not o
sightseeing trip.

An Alibi

A few months ago considerable publi-
city was given to an admission by
the NATO command that its Supreme
Commander for the Atlantic, Admiral
Ralph Cousins, had been given a
secret directive to study possible ope-
rations in the Southern African region.
That NATO should have considered it
important to make a study of possible
operations in Southern Africa is not
altogether surprising in the light of
growing support within the NATO po-
wers of the need to ally themselves
more closely with South Africa in order
to "defend the Cape route.” The alle-
ged Soviet nawval threat in the area
has been projected as the chief reason
for increased defence collaboration.
In recent years, South Africa has also
been increasingly used as a listening
post and for monitoring the movements
of ships of countries said to be hostile
to Western interests in the Indian and
Atlantic Oceans.

Western colloaboration with apartheid
and the building up of the fascist war
machine has reached alarming propor-
tions. According to the International
Institute of Strategic Studies, London,
South Africa has o defence force of
185,000 men, including 75,000 com-
mando reserves. In The Military Ba-
lance (1973), its annual arms review,
the Institute states that the only coun-
try with a large defence force in the
sub-Saharan region is Nigeria with a
population of 59.4 million as opposed
to South Africa’s population of about

24 million. Nigeria has a total force
of 259,000 but her defence budget for
1971-72 was only Rand 194 million as
against South Africa's budget of Rand
481 million.

Simonstown Base

The most important naval base is at
Simonstown. It was transferred to
South Africa by Britain in the 1950s
and has been greatly expanded in
recent years. A new operational head-
quarters for the Maritime Command
has been built nearby at Westlake,
Cope Town, and two sub-headquar-
ters would be set up at Walvis Bay
and Durban.

Since the purchase of three submari-
nes from France, o submarine base has
been built at Simonstown whidh inclu-
des a syndhrolift dodk to handle sub-
marines and smaller surface ships.

A second naval base at Salisbury
Island, Durban, has been reactivated
and expanded. There is also a smaller
naval base at Walvis Bay on the coast
of Namibia.

It is quite clear that South Africa’s
military build-up duning the past
13 years is not intended for the sup-
pression of the freedom movement
only or to defend herself against so-
called external threats. No African
state has threatened to invade the
country or is plonning to do so-they
are too busy with building and re-
constructing their own ravaged eco-
nomies (a legacy of their colonial past)
nor has the South African freedom
movement called upon African coun-
tries for such assistance or military
intervention on its behalf. The real
object of the massive build-up is not
only threatening and subverting the -
independence of African countries but
of serving the global designs of im-
perialism which in turn serves the
immediate and long-term interests of
South Africa. The reported linking-up
of South Africa with Brozil and Argen-
tine under a proposed South Atlantic
Treaty Organisation must be viewed
as another sinister move to make the
Indian and Atlantic Ocean zones of
conflict and tension.

Like NATO, its proposed counterpart,
SATO, must be exposed as a military
grouping of states designed to serve
the interests of powers inimical to
world peace and the process of de-
tente in international relations. The
world peace movement, and all pro-
gressive _forces are called upon, now
as never before. to strengthen and
consolidate their gains of recent years.
The tosk of the international progres-
sive movement of intensifying the fight
against the forces of reaction and en-
suring the total liquidation of all forms
of exploitotion, colonialism, racism
and fascism wherever they exist, has
become most urgent.



~ Vorster's biggest population
removal scheme to bring
 heartache and sorrow

and is as objectional as all

- previous forced removals

~ white man first settled in

A hundred and fifty years ago the
the orea
anmound the Fish River, an area occu-
pied by a vast African community. On
July 12, last year @ monument to the
1820 Settlers was unveiled to commem-
morate the survival and the superiority
of the amms of the white setlers.
154 years later the white government
chose to demonstrate once again

whose claim to land has prevailed.

For while the celebrations in Grahams-
town were getting under way, so did
plans for the uprooting of Grahams-
town's entire African community, in-
cluding Fingo Village, one of the last
Black communities still holding free-

~ hold land in "White" South Africa.

The fate which @ week earlier struck
12 000 Bapedi, evicted from their farm
in the Transvaal, also befell tens of
thousands of Africans in the Eastern
Cope os well, in one of the biggest
population removal schemes the racist
government has yet devised. Some
48 000 thousand will be removed from
the Albany district (in which Grahams-
town is situated) alone.

The Fingo Village has lived in peace
since 1885, when the Fingos were
antud 320 acres in Grahamstown
‘in the name of Her Majesty Victoria
with full power to possess the same
in perpetuity.”

But then came seperate development.
And now this community is threatened
with removal, Fingo Village having
been proclaimed a Coloured group
area in 1970 after a 16 year wrangle
with the government. The Africans will
be removed to Committees Drift in the
Ciskei — a settlement planned for up
to 200 000 people.

In enforcing their removal, the govern-
ment came up against a problem: the
Fingos are not merely occupants of
their properties, they own them. And
some have their forebears’ title-deeds
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to prove it. Not to be deterred by such
legal niceties, the government hit upon
a cunning stratagem,

Deeds Stolen

According to the villagers, its agents
collected what titledeeds they could,
ostensibly to investigate whether the
present holders are the rightful heirs.
They have not seen them since.

Then, as if the titles never existed, the
government informed the owners that
it had itself awarded them their land-
but for only a year and on condition
they sold immediately to Coloureds or
faced expropriation.

A mass protest meeting of villagers
resulted — ond the order to sell was
suspended early last year. But it is only
a matter of time before the 5000 Fin-
gos, as well as 25 000-30 000 Africans
in Grahamstown's two other townships,
will have to move. For, apart from the
Group Areas Act, Grohamstown has
unwittingly cut off its nose to spite its
face. A few years ago, at industry's
behest, it obtained the Border Area
status it coveted, only to be confron-
ted afterwards with the ideological ne-

cessity that its workers would have to
move to a Homeland.

So once again, fomilies will be rent
apart and the migrant labour system
extended. Breadwinners will either
have to move into compounds (hostels)
in the city or commute daily from the
Homeland, where their families will be
resettled. -

Blatant Lies

The nearest bit of Homeland is Com-
mittees Drift, 45 km away from Gra-
hamstown, on the Ciskei side of the
Great Fish River — the most grandoise
resettlement scheme yet dreamt up.
Here, claimed former Deputy Bantu
Administration Minister Dr. Piet Koorn-
hof in 1972, the government not only
planned an industrial area but would
build the finest Bladk city in Africa “on
scientific lines as a modern city”, with
clinics, an ambulance service, schools,
shops, low-cost housing, flush-toilets,
subsidised transport to Grahamstown,
an irrigation scheme, possibly even a
rail-link, and, later, regional hospitals.
According to Koornhof, planning had
reached "an advaonced stage” by the
beginning of 1972 and would be "fina-
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lised towards 1973". So much so that
“many Bantu have expressed their
appreciation to the government."” What
a blatant liar.

A socio-economic study by two Rhodes
University lecturers of the Fingo's atti-
tude to removal revealed o different
story. It found an "overwhelming fee-
ling of bewilderment, uncertainty, and
great fear of the unknown, ond of
employment being jeopardised.”
Committees Drift was seen as "a bar-
ren and undeveloped area in which
they had no desire to live.”

One African’'s view was typical:
heard it is the nonproductive African
who will be sent here. A non-produc-
tive cow is slaughtered. ls this their
way of doing things?"

Such fears are not without foundation.
Koornhof himself has referred to “un-
productives, pensioners, etc”’ being
settled in the Homelands.

At present there is only a dirt road,
four goats, a barbed-wire fence, and
a police station on the White bank of
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Black spot clearance:
Settled communities . . .

Destroyed . .

the river(since evacuated in thefloods).
Committees Drift, in short, is in the
middle of nowhere. And there is no
earthly reason to suppose any busi-
nessman in his right mind would want
to locate a factory there, despite the
claim of the Department of Bantu Ad-
ministration that "industrialists are
constantly being encouraged to esta-
blish industries in and around the
area.” Indeed, government has now
decided to abandon plans to esta-
blish an industrial area there.

But no community of the size envisaged
can possibly become viable on the
basis of migrant labour alone. 5o
there is no escoping the conclusion
that Committees Drift — to use an
emotive but apt term — will be just
another dumping ground.

There is no doubt that this was in the
government’s mind all along. In one
breath Koornhof tolked of the “acce-
lerated pace of Homeland develop-
ment’. In the next he promised free
housing, fuel, and food to “resettled

Rural removals:
Marked for removal . . .

migrant returns . . .

people with large families and no
JI'IE.“DFI'IE

The cost of housing alone will be enor-
mous. Bantu Administration stated that
18000 houses are envisaged, for
110 000 people. At a building cost of
R1000 each, plus R1000 for housing
infrastructure, that works out at R36m —
ten times what the Xhosa Development
Corporation (XDC) has so far spent on
workers' housing in the Transkei's
Butterworth industrial area. Money so
far made available amounts to pre-
cisely R490 000,

The first batch of 1 500 to 2 000 houses
will not be ready until early in 1977.
But Bantu Administration is already
under pressure from the Department
of Community Development to start
clearing Fingo Village. It hopes to get
Ministerial approval to re-house some
of the evicted Fingos temporarily in
anothar Grohamstown location.
Government has promised that the
removals will be voluntary. But in the
next breath, referring to the Fingos,




say "they will have to leave when
Committees Drift is ready.” The use of
bulldozers on the Bapedi farm a week
earlier is an indication of the methods
that will be no doubt used if people
don't move voluntarily.

The XDC apparently works on the
assumption that one African bread-
winner feeds four people. On that ba-
sis, Committees Drift will ultimately
need 50000 wage-earners. But the
chances of anything like that number
of jobs becoming available in the near
future are remote. XDC's job-creation
costs are now in the region of R1 700
per job. Grohamstown currently offers
employment to only about 8000 Afri-
cans.

~ Deaths: Nothing Unusual

Some of the people will no doubt re-
tain their present jobs. But 90 km of
daily commuting will push up cost (to
employers and workers alike), and lead

Removed . . .

Creating migranis

to inefficiency, instability, and hardship
for those concerned.

The rest, in the words of decentralisa-
tion expernt Professor Trevor Bell of
Natal University, “will be swallowed
up into a wvast potential supply of
workers” in the Homelands. They will
be able to escape unemployment only
by being recruited as contract workers,
and they will have to compete for jobs
in places as far away as the Port
Elizabeth-Uitenhage complex (about
160 km).

In Grahamstown itself, industrial de-
velopment prospects are dismal. It is
not even on a major rail link. Border
area privileges are designed to att-
ract industry. But how many employers
are going to be enticed to an area
whose work-force is about to be
uprooted?

Committees Drift is adjacent to the

notorious Dimbaza, where in the first
six months ofter people were resettled
there, there were already 90 graves;

fomilies moved . . .

s

o
to a resettlement camp *:

over 70 of those were of children. This
was in November 1969, by May 1972
there were over 400 children's graves.
Confirming these figures, a govern-
ment spokesman callously regarded
them as nothing wunusual. Actions
such as these are setting the scene for
a racial conflagration in South Africa.
Could our people be blamed if they
turn against the white populotion as
a whole when the final confrontation
takes place?

It is something our so-called South
African liberal friends who advise us
against violence and call on us to look
for non-violent means of winning our
freedom should seriously think about.
Non-violent struggles by our people
have brought us nothing but misery.
Every non-violent compaign we organi-
sed since 1912 was met with brutal
terror by the racists in South Africa. It
is for this reason that the ANC believes
that South Africa could only be free
and independent through organised
revolutionary armed struggle.
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ANC-CPSU
TALKS

In response to an invitation from the Central Committee
of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, a delega-
tion of the African MNational Congress of South Africo
visited Moscow for talks early in December. At the end
of the meetings the following brief statement was
issued by the CPSU ...

‘On December 17, B.N. Ponomarev, alternate mem-
ber of the Politbureau and secretory of the Central
Committee of the CPSU and R.A. Ulyanovski, Deputy
Chief of the International Department of the Central
Committee of the CPSU received o delegotion of the
African National Congress of South Africa led by its
Secretary General, A. Nzo. The delegation is in the
Soviet Union at the invitotion of the Central Committee
of the CPSU.

During the talks, A. Nzo outlined the activities of the
ANC underground inside South Africa. He explained
that under the harsh and difficult conditions of racist
terror, the ANC continues to mobilise the masses for
the struggle against the apartheid regime.

The delegation dealt at length with the manoceuvres of
the ruling circles in South Africa to try and confuse the
world into believing that there is o chonge of heart
and thot indeed democracy and independence is being
extended to the African peoples through their Ban-

tustan schemes. In fact, the delegation pointed out,
these manoeuvres are intended to penpetuate and
strengthen the domination of the country by the racist
minority.

The South Africon comrades expressed their deep gra-
titude to the CPSU and all the Soviet people for their
consistent support to the national liberation movement
in South Africa. They noted the great success of the
Soviet policy of peace and detente and the vital import-
ance of this policy for the elimination of colonialism
and racism in the world.

The ANC representatives were informed about the
achievements of the Soviet people in fulfilling the plans
of communist construction. They were also informed of
the fruitful international octivity of the Central Com-
mittee of the CPSU and the Soviet government to
ensure universal peace and international security. They
also pledged their solidarity with the courageous
struggle of the people of South Africo for freedom
and human dignity.

The Soviet people, they were informed, resolutely de-
mands the release of Bram Fischer, that glorious son
of South Africa whose life is in serious danger and of
all other political prisoners.

The representatives of the CPSU and the ANC hailed
the victories of the peoples of Guinea-Bissau, Mocam-
bique and Angola. They emphasised that the collapse
of the Portuguese colonial empire creates favourable
conditions for the liquidation of the last bastions of
colonial and racist enslavement on the African conti-
nent.

The tolks were held in @ warm and comradely oatmos-
phere’ )

This is the first collection of poems
by major South African poets to pro-

The ten poets are:

ject the revolutionary wvoice steadily
growing in South Africa. Poets to the
People, edited by Barry Feinberg,
brings together ten poets fired by the
struggle for freedom; all have endu-
I red persecution and official censure,

including for some imprisonment and
torture, because of their beliefs. Their
poems consistently and elogquently
| echo both the sufferings and hopes
of the victims of racist tyranny. As the
fight for a humane and egalitarian
society has intensified, so have South
African poets come increasingly to
identify themselves with the majority
of the people and the cause of Na-
tional liberation.

PUBLISHED OCTOBER 31:
Hordbock £2.95
Paperback £20.85

ALL ROYALTIES GO TO
THE INTERNATIONAL DEFENCE
AND AID FUND
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Ai the time we went to press it was reported that Bram
 Fischer was dying of cancer, at the Pretoria Central

Prison. Much of the material in the following eulogy to
this
‘jssued by Christian Action at the time Bram was
_arrested 9 years ago.

great South African patriot comes from a statement

In South Africa there is a daily outrage against Man and
Bram Fischer expressed his indignation in passionate identi-
fication with the millions of Black South Africans. He refu-

' sed to accept the tenets of a society which claims that one
“human being is of lesser value than another. He accepted

no half truths nor half measures. In his judgement, Apart-
heid is totally evil and his life is a total rejection of all that
it stands for.

!’Wh-n is Bram Fischer, caught after ten months underground

and guarded by no less than 45 armed policemen for a

. brief appearance in Court? He is one of South Africa’s most

outstanding White barristers; an Oxford graduate; by birth
the son of a Judge President and the grandson of a Prime
Minister, by merit and ability entitled to the highest honours

 of his country: a man of 67, whose career at the Johannes-

burg Bar should logically have received the accolade of an
appeointment as a Judge of the Supreme Court.

" This is the man whom the South African Security Police

captured on the night of 11th November, 1965, thus ending
his ten months as a hunted criminal with a price of £3,000
on his head. During these ten months the led the now bat-
tered underground movement.

He lived alone and disguised, voluntarily seperated from
his daughters and his young son, himself ill with high blooed
pressure, subjected to the intolerable strain of a nationwide
unrelenting police hunt, but indomitably carrying on a life-
long struggle against the theory and practice of White sup-
remacy — a system which conducts mass terror against the
Blt.ck people and subjects them to degradation, poverty and
Brutality.

Bram received his schooling and University education at
Grey College and Grey University College in the Orange
Free State. After groduating with the degree of LL.B. he
became Registrar for two years to Sir Etienne de Villiers,
the then Judge President of the Orange Free State. In 1931
he was awarded a Rhodes Scholarship and from 1931-1934
read Jurisprudence and for o Diploma in Economics at New
College, Oxford. He played rugby football and lawn tennis
for New College-and was President of the Raleigh Club, o
commonwealth Society which still meets, as it did in his day.

Fischer heavily disguised on his arrest while underground

On his return to South Africa he became a member of the
Johannesburg Bar and rapidly established a reputation in
cases of company law, mining law, mineral and water rights.
He also appeared in many libel actions. From the start of
his career he was prepared to accept briefs in cases of
Blacks caught in the police net of pass lows and restrictions
and in such cases usually acted Pro Deo. Shortly before his
arrest he was the longest serving member of the Johannes-
burg Bar Council, serving also a term as Chairman. He had
been a Q.C., later 5.C., for many years.

In the 1930's, at the time he was establishing himselt as a
barrister, he joined the then legal South African Commu-
nist Party; a fact unpalatable to many people who admire
him both inside and outside South Africa. Yet it is a mea-
sure of the intrinsic honesty of his political career that he
joined the only political party which opposed white supre-
macy. At no time did he keep secret his membership of this
organisation. In 1946, after a strike of 100,000 African mine
workers for a minimum wage of 10/= a day, a strike which
was suppressed with intense brutality, ot least eight mine
workers being shot dead and hundreds injured, Bram and
other members of the Central Committee of the Communist
Party were charged with having incited the workers to strike
and were fined £50. In the 1950's after the Communist Party
had been declared illegal, both Bram and his wife Molly,
(o niece of Mrs. Smuts, wife of Field-Marshal Smuts) were
named wunder the Suppression of Commurism Act and
forbidden to ottend political meetings or to engage in
political activity of any kind.

The many hundreds of Black and White South Africans who
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worked with him found that he had the modesty and humi-
lity of the truly great. This busy and fomous barrister was
always accessible. No-one who had a political or personal
problem hesitated to consult him. The personal lives of
Bram and Molly showed thot they did not merely pay lip
service to their cardinal political belief of racial equality.
They adopted an African gid and brought her up in their
home as their own child; an act of complete rejection of the
mores of South African society. Today, in terms of race laws
introduced by the Nationalist regime, such adoption is ille-
gal. For many years Molly taught, without pay, at the In-
dian High School in Johannesburg, established in 1954 by
the Transvaal Indian Congress. At that time, in order to
coerce Indian South Africans to live in racial ghettoes miles
from city centres, in terms of the Group Areas Act, the Ver-
woerd Government closed down the Indian schools in the
centre of Johannesburg and opened others in Lenasia,
22 miles outside the city. This school was then established
as a protest against this Act and remained in existence for
ten years, until persecution of the staff (both Black and
White) and the students themselves, forced ft to close down.

It was during the 4!/s year Treason Triol that Brem became
known beyond the confines of South Africa as a political
barrister, In the defence team, lead by Mr. |. Maisels, Q.C.,
he worked unceasingly to break down the prosecution case.
Every one of the 156 accused can testify to his meticulous
attention to detail and to the patience with which he dis-
cussed and rediscussed the evidence. He could be found
at his Chombers at 5 in the morning. The fimnal verdict of
MNot Guilty was a victory and a milestone for the liberation
movement, and Bram’s role in achieving this victory was a
major one.

Two-and-a-half years later come the Rivonia Trial, where
Nelson Mandela, Waolter Sisulu and other leaders of the
African National Congress, together with their white and
Indian allies, were charged with sabotage and faced the
death sentence. In this case, Bram led the defence team
and again gave himself, not only as a barrister, but as o
person and fellow worker. It is no exaggeration to claim
that the fact that the seven men, finally convicted, were not
sentenced to death was due to the inspired defence led by
Bram Fischer.

Immediately ofter the verdict, Molly was tragically killed in
a motor car accident. A week loter, still shattered and
shocked, Bram visited the Rivonia trial prisoners on Robben
Island to discuss the question of an appeal in their case.
He did not tell them of his wife's death, as he did not wish
to distress them. A few days later he was arrested, held in
solitary confinement for three days and then released. On
23rd September, 1964, he was again arrested and joined
the 12 white men and women facing charges of being
members of the now illegal Communist Party of South
Africa.

But the barrister, Bram, had been acting continuously since
1955 in a Patents case in Rhodesia and had given this case
the some meticulous care as the political cases, during the
preceding 9 tumultuous years of South African political life.
At the time of his arrest, the dispute had been taken to the
Privy Council and he had been briefed to appear. He app-
lied for bail and such was his reputation that it was gran-
ted-the figure being set at £5,000. In his appeal to Court
in the bail opplication he stated:

“! am an Afrikaner. My home is in South Africa. | will not
leave my country because my political beliefs conflict with
those of the Government”.
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" Pretoria Central Jail. He has

He won his client's case and returned to South Afirica. It is
ironic that after appearing in the highest Court in the Bri-
tish Commonwealth os a barrister and member of that
Court, he returned to his own country to stand in the dock,
on trial for his political beliefs.

A few months later, on 25th January, 1965, he disappeared
from his home and his Counsel read a letter to the Court
in which he stated that he was going underground to con-
tinue the struggle against Apartheid.

(He repaid the bail so that his guarantors did not suffer),
In his letter he stated:

“If in my fight | can encourage even some people to under-
stand and to abandon policies they now so blindly follow, |
shall not regret any punishment | may incur.

Unless this whole intolerable system is changed radically
and rapidly, disaster must follow and appalling bloodshed

* and civil war become inevitable. As there is oppression of

the majority such oppression will be fought with increasing
hatred. | can no longer serve justice in the way | have
attempted to do during the past 30 years-l can do it only
in the way | have now chosen”.

“l can no longer serve justice in the way | have attempted
to do during the past 30 years” — this is the kernal, the
heart of his story. A lesser man might have said that in the
context of the South African situation he had done all he
could do. As a white intellectual he had used his special
skill and training as a barrister to defend not only the lead-
ing opponents of Apartheid, but the nameless thousands
persecuted for the crime of being Black. He had been per-
secuted and hounded by the Security Police for 15 years,
his home and his office had been constantly watched, he
lived under continual surveillance. With justification he
could have said thot he had done all that it was humanly
possible for a man in his position to do.

. However, when the Verwoerd Government began to destroy

the law when they introduced the 90 day no trial clause of
the General Law Amendment Act, which in Bram's words
legalised torture: when sabotage was so widely defined
that the pointing of a slegan on a wall could be defined as
such and could be punishable by death, Bram did not
delude himself that he could continue to fight the Verwoerd
Government in the Courts of Law. When the Law has been
prostituted, it is difficult to serve justice. So he chose the
role chosen by thousands of anti-fascist in Europe who
opposed the Nazis — he went underground to fight a ty-
ranny as monstrous as that of the Nazis. And by so doing.
he kindled the flame of hope in the hearts of South Africa’s
8,500 political prisoners and their families; in the hearts of
millions of Black second class citizens. To those who today
still fight Apartheid he is a symbol of courage and staunch-
ness,

He is at present serving a sentence of life imprisonment at
sacrificed weolth, fame, com-
fort, high position, a privileged life in an ulreudjr privileged
white society for a prison cell.

But his spirit cannot be immolated behind prison walls. He
is one of that small group of white South Africans, of all
political and religious beliefs and persuasions, who refuse
to become evil by silent acquiescence in a society which is
basically evil. Humanity is outraged in them and with them
by a system which dehumanises both Blacks and Whites
and maokes a mockery of avery value of a civilised society.
The life of Bram Fischer is a distillation of that living spirit
ot MAN which no tyranny can destroy.
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In an impressive ceremony attended by hundreds of
distinguished representatives of governments, interna-
tional and national organisations, the Right
" Honourable Dr. Leabua Jonathan, Prime Minister of
" Lesotho presented a OAU award posthumously to Chief
Albert John Mvubi Luthuli, President General up to his
death of the African National Congress of South
Africa. The Award, which was made in Maseru on Hu-
man Rights Day, December 10, 1974, was accepted by
Chief Luthuli's wife, Nokukhanya.

The following is an abridged version of Dr. Jonathan's
speech on the occassion of the presentation . . .

‘We are meeting here to pay tribute to the memory of the
late Chief Albert Luthuli, a former President of the African
National Congress of South Africa. The medal which has
just been presented to Chieftainess Luthuli is the Medal of
Freedom awarded posthumously to Chief Albert Luthuli by
the Organization of African Unity. Chief Luthuli was one
of several distinguished African leaders presented with the
medal at the Tenth Anniversary of the O A U. We, as Mot-
letlehi's Government, and as the people of Lesotho, feel
proud to be associated with this award as a Member State
of the O A U. But, above all, we feel honoured that this
presentation is being made in this land of Moshoeshoe, a
neighbour of the valiant King Chaka of the Zulus, and on
this day, which is also United Nations Human Rights Day.
We congratulate the -late Chief Albert Luthuli, his family,
and the organization which he led over many years, on this
award — which is so well deserved. In his lifetime the to-
wering stoture of his person and leadership, and the deep
commitment which he had for human dignity and peace,
were recognized universally — including by none other than
the Nobel Award Committee, which honoured him with the
Mobel Peace Prize in 1961. it is singularly appropriate that
today he should be honoured by the O A U on African sail.
For the Government of Lesotho this honour is not o demon-
stration against anybody. It is a positive recognition of a
great leader and an affirmoation of the principles for which
he lived — and for which, it might even be said, he died.

| should like to take the opportunity of this Ceremony, on
behalf of the Government of Lesotho, to clarify the signi-
ficance of this important award on our annual observance
of Human Rights Day. It is unfortunate but probably true
that in the final amalysis it is the people who have suffered
oppression, discrimination, indignity and dispossession who
know more truly the meaning of human dignity - if only
because they have experienced the agonies of its denial.
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There is testimony — if tesimony is required — of the tre-
mendous strength of the human spirit in the foct that, in
spite of the deep agony coused by denials of human dig-
nity, few men lapse into despair. There is evidence too - if
that is required — of the basic generosity of the human
heart in the fact that in spite of the searing pain of the
denial of human dignity, few men lapse into bitterness. On
these two points — namely, the strength of the human spirit
and the generosity of the human heart — the African people
on this continent have been put to the test, as history shows,
even more severely than other peoples.

We as Africans have had our own internal gquarrels and
feuds amongst ourselves — sometimes with bitter results for
human dignity. In oddition, we have been victims ot va-
rious times in our history of the most extensive systems of
the slave trade known to man. We have also been subjec-
ted to a system of colonial domination which, even at its
most benevolent, seldom recognized us as full human
beings. We have been victims of economic exploitation
which took away from us and our children what we had
earned by the sweat of our brow for the benefit of other
peoples. We have frequently been arbitranily and forcibly
dispossessed of our land. Today even when most of Africa
is free, we cannot forget that some of our brothers and
sisters are still being put to the test in those pants of Africa
which have not yet attained their liberotion. Yet in spite of
all these tribulations, Africans at their best have not despai-
red and have not been driven into bitterness against other
peoples. In this respect the spirit of Africa has triumphed.
The Organization of African Unity, which has made this
award to Chief Luthuli, is in our view the embodiment of the
basic humanity of Africa. It represents Africa’'s quest for
the recognition of the dignity of all African peoples. It re-
presents Africa’s pride in her past and in her character,
which ot their best are equal to any other. It also represents
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Africa’s dynamism in adapting to the inevitable changes of
the modern world, while retaining that which is best in her
traditions. Finally, it represents Africa’s determination to
succeed in spite of major obstacles or even temporary
setbacks.

Ladies and Gentlemen, | speak about that which is best in
the African personality and about the noble aims of the
Organization of African Unity primarily because when we
remember Chief Albert Luthuli, we must recognize that he
was a great African - the embodiment of the very best
that Africo stands for as represented, for instance, in the
basic aims of the Organization of African Unity.

Chief Luthuli was born into a Chiefly family. If one were to
folow the opinions of the many so-called African experts,
or of many Western newspaper men, whose main hobby
these days seems to be to ridicule and pour scorm on
everything that is African, one would have expected that
being a Chief would have condemned him to a life of igno-
rance and reaction. But Luthuli, beginning his life as the
son of a traditional Chief, showed that there is nothing to
debar even the son of an African Chief from exercising
effective leadership in the modern and sophisticated style
of today. He demonstrated in his person that the best of
African tradition can, with intelligence, cope with the pro-
blems of our contemporary world.

Luthuli's strong spirit did not allow of despair, He believed
that there should be enough courage in every one of us to
meet the dangers which he saw in the gross denial of basic
human rights around him. He did not allow bitterness
against anyone to dwell in his heart. He was generous
enough in spirit, in spite of repeated disappointments, to
acknowledge that there was room enocugh in Southern
Africa for the people of all races to live together in har-
mony and justice. He extended the hand of friendship and
reconciliotion to all. But, as has become typical because of
that curious amalgom of fear, greed and arrogance, the
white world of Southern Africa rejected his overtures.

Let us recall, and keep in mind on this day, that when it
comes to basic human rights — and, particularly, to the
elimination of racial discrimination — Africa has leng age
extended its hand to the white world and particularly to
the white world of Southern Africa. This has been done re-
peatedly even though it has consistently met with utter re-
jection. Not so lon; ogo the offer was embodied in the
historic Lusaka Manifesto, which was either rejected or at
least ignored by the white world of Southern Afriga.

If today we hear reports that there might be change in the
ottitude of the white world of Southern Africa, we can only
say once again thot such change will be welcome if it is
genuine and realistic. Africa has long been ready for
change. Enough time has been given to the white world to
make up its mind. Africa has long been patient but it can-
not wait forever. Therefore ot the present time Africans
expect particularly that words should be followed by action.
Weords olone may impress those who are far away — even
in Africa — but only actions will impress those who live in
Southern Africa.

Moreover, the present time is such that the African will no
longer be content just to sit ot the same table with his
white counterpart if it is not on the basis of full equality.
Similarly, the Africans of Southern Africa are not interested
in charity but in the full sharing of political and economic
power and its benefits. In the final analysis, solutions to
the problems of Southern Africa must be for all the people
of Southern Africo and by the people of Southern Africa
themselves. This is what we understand Luthuli's message
to be - thot the very serious human problems of Southern
Africa should be solved at home in Southern Africa by the
collective will of the people who know them at first hand.
His message is as valid today as when he first stated it.

Lodies and Gentlemen, we of Lesotho think that if bridges
have to be built to solve the problems of Southern Africa,
let them be built now within our entire region of Southern
Africa. Let there be bridges linking all the peoples of all
the races within this region. Let these bridges be bridges of
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social, political and economic justice. Let there be new and
strong bridges between the white world of Southern Africa
and the leaders who are on Robben Island. Let there be
bridges between the white world and the independent
stotes of Southern Africa. Let there be bridges between
man and man, his neighbour, throughout this region. Unless
these bridges are built urgently all other efforts at bridge
building with the rest of Africa will be in vain,

The prevailing atmosphere in Southern Africa is fraught
with many dangers which should be ottended to without
delay. The longer that remedial action is delayed, the grea-
ter will be the need for drastic and probably painful action
to remove the cancer that has been steadily eating away
at the basic human dignity of the peoples of this region
over a period of more than three centuries. | may even
venture to say that the independence of countries such as
Lesotho is not immune from the effects of this cancer be-
cause everything that we may do - no matter how well-
intentioned and well-meaning — cannot be insulated from
the perverse influence of those who are obsessed with ra-
cial prejudice. For them the black man and his Government
can only de wrong and no right.

Therefore we survive daily in an atmosphere in which all
our efforts at social and economic betterment of our people
are distorted — even to our own people — by the white
dominated press of this region. Tragically, even the so-
called liberal press seems subject to the pervasive cause of
racism. Thus, peaceful relations among the people of this
area will continue to be vitiated by the arrogance of a white
power structure which believes that it alone knows what is
good not only for itself but for the black majority.

We for our part in Lesotho have offered on many occasions
in the past — and we repeat that offer today — to play our
role in consultation with all in this region to bring about
peaceful change. We make this offer not out of charity but
principally because we are of this region, and we see our
independence and our peace ot home threatened daily by
the present situation in Southern Africa, which seeks only
to prove our failure. There cannot be peace in our modest
home so long as we have to sleep next to a troubled

elephant.
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It is in these circumstances thot we listen to Luthuli's voice,
which cannot be silenced even by his death. Te this day
we hear his voice urging ever more insistently from beyond
the grave, saying “Let my people go!" His call = and that of
the organization he led, the African Mational Congress, is
a call for radical change. It is a call for courageous deci-
sions and actions; it is not a call which can be satisfied by
cosmetics aimed at placating the outside world. It is a call
which can only be silenced by recognizing the common hu-
manity of all the peoples of this sub-continent. We of Le-
sotho, though now independent, still pledge our solidarity
in support of this call.

In Luthuli‘s life, and in his abiding faith in the dignity of
the human person, we con learn to solve differences
amongst ourselves in a spirit of compassion and within the
great African tradition of tolerance. Africa has its weak-
nesses as well as its strength. It is on the strength thaot we
should lay emphasis if all are to survive in this region - for,
as Luthuli said, as. dangers rise so also must our courage.
Furthermore, as Africans of this region, we must not forget
that the population statistics show beyond any doubt that,
even though we do not have strength in the form of arms,
we do have strength in the form of numbers, and that we
can be assured that the ultimate future is ours. It only re-
mains for us to establish peace amongst ourselves to
consolidate unity of purpose among all African leaders and
peoples in order to hasten the day when human dignity
may be enjoyed by all.

Today, in honouring the late Chief Albert Luthuli, the Or-
ganization of African Unity has paid tribute to a great
African. If only his sense of justice, his compassion and his
generosity could be reciprocated by the white world of
Southern Africa, human dignity would be attained once and
for all in this area and one major blow for peace will have
been struck. Thank you.

KHOTSO! PULAI NALAY

International

137 = Women'sYear

Fellowing a resolution of the United Nations General
Assembly declaring 1975, International Women's Year,
an international meeting was convened in Tihany,
Hungarian People's Republic, towards the end of last
year, to lounch the International Preparatory Com-
mittee to prepare for the World Congress for Inter-
national Women's Year, to be held in Berlin, GDR,
from October 20 to 24, 1975.

Representatives of 34 international orgonisations,
11 regional organisations and 20 national prepara-

tory committees, from 55 countries were present as

guests of the National Council of Hungarian Women.
Ms. Helvi Sipila, assistant UN Secretary General for
Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs and
Secretary General for International Women's Year,
addressed the meeting and wished the proposed
World Congress every success.

The participants warmly supported the convening of
the World Congress and expressed the view that the
following .themes should be discussed in depth ot the
Berlin gothering:

® Equal rights for women

® Women ond development

® Women in Society

® Women and Peace

® Co-operation and United Action

® Solidarity and National Independence

A further suggestion that was adopted provided for
the setting up of working groups to prepare the basic
documents for the commissions “the themes of which
could be expanded’’.

DAR Meeting

Meanwhile in Dar-es-Salaam representatives of the
ANC Women's Section, MPLA, FRELIMO and two
officials of the Tanzanian Women's organisation
(UWT) met and exchanged views on how best to con-
tribute to Women's Year — 1975. Among the decisions
taken at this meeting was one to convene o seminar
some time in March this year. This seminar will be
occompanied by a photo exhibition depicting the
struggle, octivities and achievements in Southern
Africa.
In a circular to all units of the African National Con-
gress, Florence Mophoshe, head of the ANC - Wo-
men's Section asking "what should be our contribu-
tion to Women's Year?" lists the following suggés-
tions:
® that we rally all South Africa women in exile who
accept the policy of our movement and to discuss
the significance of Women's Year in relation to
our liberation struggle;
® that fund raising campaigns be initiated so as to
ensure thot the ANC is represented by a strong
delegation to the World Congress;
® that our women work for the establishment of

working committees with other women's organisa-
tions to jointly work for the success of the World
Congress.

1%



In the last issue of Sechaba we re-
ported on the arrest and detention of
several leaders of SAS0O, BPC and
BAWU., At the time of writing, most of
the leaders of the organisations men-
tioned are being held incommunicado
and in solitary confinement; now, for a
period of over three months. We have
just received the following brief pen
pictures of some of the people in de-
tention. They are listed in alphabetical

order.

(Abreviations of organisations ond institu-
tions mentioned hare are as follows: SASO
~ South Alfrican S5tudents Orgaonisation;
BPC — Black Peoples Convention; UNISA -
University of South Africa, which caters for
external students of all races; TECON -
Theatre Council of MNatal; BAWU - Block
Alied Workers Union; SABTU - South
African Black Theatre Union; SB — Special
Branch)

Mr HAROON AZIZ (27)

Articled to David & Company, Stanger.
Registered student at UNISA. Licison
officer of TECON. Strong supporter of
the Black Consciousness movement.
Assisted in educational programmes
and building of a school at Groutville.
An active member of the Stanger In-
dian Welfare Society.

Mr AHMED BAWA (21)

A member of the BPC Fordsburg
Branch. Was a student ot the Medical
School, University of Natal (Blad Sec-
tion). Detained and arrested at the
SASO head office in Beatrice Street,
Durban at about 8.30FPM,

Mr REVABALAN COOPER (22)

Was ordinary member of BPC since
1972. Was elected PRO of BPC in 1973.
_ Member of TECON. Was arrested for

distributing pomphlets during January-
February strikes in 1973. Was held for
inciting racial hostility, but was found
not guilty. :

Mr SATHASIVAN COOPER (22)
(Banned)

Expelled from University for Indians,
Durban, was PRO of SABTU. Associate
Editor of Black Gold Publications. Or-
ganiser for Black Arts 5tudios, and
member of TECON, and PRO for BPC
at time of banning. Married. Restricted
to Durban. Charged under the Racial
Hostilities Act. Charged and convicted
of assaulting member of 5.B. Appeal

NIRRT Arrests and Trials

Saths
Cooper

pending. Frequently harassed by S5.B.
Charged and convicted for using
obscene language to member of 5.B.

Mrs VINO COOPER

Wife of Saths Cooper — the banned
ex-PRO for BPC. An ex-student of the
Urniversity College for Indians. An
active member of the Black drama
group — TECON. A member of BPC.
Was reading for a B. luris degree
through UNISA at time of her arrest
on Wednesday, 25 September 1974 at
the “Viva Frelimo' gathering.

Mr LANDIWE DANILE (27)

Unmarried. Lives in Guguletu, Cape
Town. An official of National Youth
Organisation (NAYQ). Organiser of
Youth Programmes for SA50 in We-
stern Cope. Detained 11. 10. 74 in
Cape Town.

Mr BENJAMIN J LANGA (30)
Banning expires 30. 9. 78

Was SASO Local Chairman at Univer-
sity of Fort Hare. Walked out in pro-
test during Bladk student crisis in 1972,
Was elected Publications Director
and Sec. General of SASO in 1972
Held these posts till this year (1974)
when he was elected Director of CUL-
COM - the Cultural Commission of
SASO. Detained 11 October 1974, from
home at 4AM.

Mr MOSIOUA LEKOTA (28)

An active member of SASO University
of North (Turfloop) Branch, Was elec-
ted Permanent Onrganiser for SASO at
the General Students’ Council Confe-
rence in 1973 — a post he held up till
the time of his detention on Wednes-
day, 25 Septambfer 1974 at the SASO
head-office in Beotrice Street, Durban
at about B830PM. Married with one
child.

Mr LINDELWE MABANDLA (29): Ban-
ned 13. 11. 73-31. 10. 78

Banned. Former vice-president of
SASO, Active BPC member. Was
teacher when banned. Married. Wife
Bridgette Mobandla. One child. Re-
search Assistant of BAWU. Detained
25, 9. 1974 from SASO offices. -

Mrs BRIDGETT (CEKE) MABANDLA (24)
Ex-student of Turfloop. Married to Lin-
delwe Mabandla. Also detained and

arrested under Section & (I) of Terro-
rism Act. One child - 3 months old.

. Studying law through UNISA. Youth

Progromme Organiser for Institute of
Race Relations in Durban. Detained
28. 9. 74 from offices of Institute of
Race Relations.

Mr PHUMZILE MAJEKE (25)

Elected SAS0O Local Chairman for
1972/1973 period at University of Fort
Hare. Due to heavy involvement in
Black Student crisis situations arising
out of the 'Tiro Affair' he was suspen-
ded indefinitely (1972), began work as
Administrative Assistant to SASO in
September 1973. At the SASO General
Students Council in 1974 he was elec-
ted Natal Regional Secretary. Unmar-
ried. Detained 11 October, 1974 from
BPC offices at 11.30AM.

Rev. MASHABA MAYATULA

Student of the Lutheran Theological
College of Maphumulo. A founder
member of the Black Peoples’ Conven-
tion — was elected Chairman of the
Convention in 1973. Detaoined and
arrested on Wednesday, 25 September
at the SASO head-office in Beatrice
Street, Durban at about 8.30PM.

Mr MENZIWE MBEO (27)

Ex-student of University of Fort Hare.
Expelled in 1973. Administrator of



BAWU, Branch Office (Durban) at the
time of arrest. Detoined on 26 Septem-
fber 1974 from offices of Black Allied
Workers Union.

Mr JEROME LETEANE MODISANE (24):
Banned

Ex-student of Fort Hare. Was President
of SASO at time of banning. Restric-
ted to Kimberley.

Mr MAPETLA MOHAPI (28)

Married. One dhild. Home - King
William's Town. Ex-student of Turfloop.
Regional Secretary of SASO for Eastern
Cape Province, bosed at 15 Leopold
Street, King William's Town. Detained
11. 10. 74 ot 4AM at Ben Langa’s home.

Mr AUBREY MOKAPE (29): Banned

Medical Doctor. University (Black Sec-
tion). Founder member of both BPC
and SAS0. Married with one dhild.
Wife expecting child. Charged under
Racial Hostilities Act-convicted. Fine of
R75 or 75 doys. Charged with Harri
Singh. Detained 11. 10. 74 from K E
Hospital.

Mr STRINI MOODLEY (28): Banning
expires 28. 2. 78

Studied drama at University College
for Indians, Durban. Expelled in 1967
for producing a political satire entitled

‘Black on White'. Joined SASO in 1971
and till mid 1972 held joint post of

Strini Moodley

Publications Director and Editor of
SAS0 newsletter. At the time of his
banning in February 1973 he was still
Editor of the newsletter as well as
being Administrative Assistant for
SAS0. Can be acknowledged as the
founder of the Bloack Theatre Movement
which gained impetus in Durban. Was
o founder member, director and pro-
ducer of TECON - a black drama
group. He is alse a playwright and
poet. In July 1972, was elected Director
of SABTU, a post which he held up to
the time of his banning. In February,
1974 charged on five counts in terms
of contraventions against his banning
order., Three counts were dropped.
Found guilty on two. Sentence: o weeks
imprisonment suspended conditionally
for a year. At time of detention and
arrest in Durban, under Section 6 (1)
of the Terrorism Act (11 October 1974)
was an employee of an Insurance
Company. Married with one dhild.

Mr MUNTU MYEZA

Secretary-General of SASO in Durban.
Studied for B.A. degree at University
of Zululand.

Mr YUGEN NAIDOO (24)

Was an active member of the SASO
Durban — Westville Branch in 1971.
Helped to institute the Chatsworth
BPC Branch in 1972 and was elected
its Chairman in 1973, post he held up
till the time of his detention. Detained
and arrested in the SASO head-offices
in Beatrice Street, Durban at about
8.30PM. Not married.

MrPANDELANI NEFOLOVHODWE (25)

Ex-SRC member of Turfloop. Elected
President of SASO in July, 1974. Final
year B.5c student at Turfloop. Unmar-
ried. Lives in Sibasa, Vendaland in
Morthern Transvaal.

Mr NKWENKWE NKOMO

Was member of Daveyton (Benoni)
Branch BPC. Was elected National Or-
ganiser in 1973. Studying law at time
of arrest on 7th October 1974, Married
with one child.

Mr BARNEY NYAMEKO PITYANA (27):
Banned 2. 3. 73

Was expelled from school during stay
ot Lovedale and then was expelled

Barney Pityana

from Fort Hare University. A former
Fresident of SASO. Was Secretary-Ge-
neral of SASO ot time of banning. Is
married with one child. Restricted to
Port Elizabeth. Convicted for contra-
ventions of banning order. Further con-
victions were appealed against. Final
Year Law Student articles of Clership.

Mr HARRI SINGH (28)

Since 1972 was Chairman of the Over-
port BPC Branch. Was elected PRO for
the BPC in January 1974. In 1973,
together with Dr Aubrey Mokoapa,
charged with and found guilty of incit-
ing racial hostility. Was initially ares-
ted at home on the night of Wednes-
day, 25 September - then released.
Detained and arrested under Section 6
(1) of Terrorism Act on the 26 Septem-
ber 1974 outside the Durban courts.
Married. Wife expecting child.

Mr MAHLOMOLA SKOSANA

Regional Secretary for BPC on East
Rand. Arrested 7 QOctober 1974, Mar-
ried with two children.

Mr PAUL TSOTETSI (38)

Living in Soweto. Chairman of Johan-
nesburg Central Branch BPC for second
time. Involved in PAC in early 60's.
Working for Bureau of Literacy as an
Accountant. Studying for CIS. Arrested
at his werk on 11 October 1974. Mar-
ried with children.
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In early September two leading Israelis visited South
Africa, Moshe Dayan, former Defence Minister in Mrs.
Golda Meir's Government, was the guest of the South
Africa Foundation, an organisation of businessmen
devoted to improving the image of the apartheid state
overseas. At the same time Meir Amit, another former
general, who was second in command to Dayan when
he was chief of staff in Israel in 1953, went to South
Africa for trade and business discussions. Amit is now
head of Koor Industries, the industrial wing of the
powerful Hisadrut, the Israeli trade union federation.

Israel = South Africa...

THE GOLONIA

by: Abdullah Kerim

-

Israeli-South African links have increased particularly since
the June War in 1967 and during the October Wor in 1973,
when it was reported that South Africa had sent Mirage
tighter jets to aid the Israeli air force.

In fact the links have existed since the formation of the
Israeli state in Moy 1948, o few days before the National
- Party won the general election in South Africa, and began
to implement the apartheid system, These ties have been
the subject of some ottention in recent years. What is less
known is the role that South Africa played in the formotion
of the stote of Israel, through the friendship of the South
African leader, Field Marshal Smuts and Chaim Weizmann,
the Zionist leader. -

When Smuts died in 1950, the octing Prime Minister of
Israel, Joseph Sprinzak, said: 'General Smuts is written on
the map of Israel and in the heart of our nation.” The eulogy
was well earned, for during the previous thirty years or
more, Smuts, as o major statesman of the British Empire
had played a vital role in cherishing and protecting the
Zionist enterprise.

Smuts and Weizmann were first introduced in June 1917. At
that time Smuts was ‘The Special Delegate from South
Africa’ to the British War Cabinet, and Weizmann was pre-
sident of the English Zionist Federation, dedicated to con-
vincing the British Cabinet of the soundness of the Zionist
aims, and their usefulness to the British imperial plan. The
two men struck up a close friendship. Smuts was fovourably
impressed by Weizmann's insistence that a Jewish stote in
Palestine would be o useful part of the British empire.
Smuts and Weizmann also rationalised, in a similar way,
the European and Jewish domination over the indigenous
population of the two areas — South Africa and Palestine.

Second Class

To Smuts the Paolestine Arabs, like the Africans, were se-
cond class people. The Jews, on the other hand, were
people of 'The Book’ — their religion was The Old Testa-

ment, so important in the fundamentalist Christianity of the
Afrikaners.

Koor Industries has close economic ties with South
Africa, with joint projects in both countries.

The visits of these two prominent Israelis drew attention
to the links between apartheid South Africa and Zionist
Israel. Similarity in philosophy was underlined in a
speech by Dayan to the South African Zionist Fede-
ration, in which he said that lIsrael’s military security
and economic problems were not as important as her
need for increased immigration from the West. He
pointed out that sixty per cent of immigrants to
Palestine at present were from Oriental countries.

ST ALLIANCE

Finally, the Jewish community in South Africa, though
small, was rich and of some political importance. Forming
his South African Party after the Boer War, Smuts locked to
the Jews to support it and from the Jewish mine-owners and
bankers, the party drew a not inconsiderable amount of its
funds. The South African Jewish community, moreover, was
then, as it is today, almost totally Zionist.

Smuts began his contribution to the achievement of the
Zionist enterprise with the Balfour Declaration. His role in
the War Cabinet discussions was not as important as that
of Milner, Lloyd George or Balfour himself, but in his usual
manner he exerted considerable influence whether in or out
of office. Smuts was keen to use that influence for his fel-
low European colonialists, and consequently on behalf of
the Zionist movement.

Following the British Government's White Paper of 1922, for
example, Smuts took the opportunity of the Imperial Conl-
erence the next yeor to raise the question of the Jewish ‘Na-
tional Home' with his fellow leaders, and subsequently
commented that his pressure led to the British government
reaffirming its policy in favour of the Balfour Declaration.
In 1930, faced with Palestinian opposition to Jewish-Zionist
immigration and settlement, the British Labour Government
led by Romsey MacDonald published the Passfield White
Poper, which proposed that immigration should cease.
Smuts threw his weight against it, cabling the Prime Mi-
nister to say that the Declaration ‘represents a pledge which
must be honoured . . . | wish to insist that the government
issue a declaration that it will carry out to the fullest the
provisions of the Balfour Declaration in good faith, and that
the Palestine policies of the Government will be altered
accordingly’.

MacDenald responded as Smuts had wished, but, to make
sure, Smuts arranged for Weizmann to see Lloyd George,
leader of the Liberal Party, on whose support the Labour
Government depended.

In 1931, Weizmann went to South Africa on a fund-raising
expedition for the Zionist movement. While there, as his

autobiography witnesses, Weizmann made no criticism of
the situation of the African population.




Towards the end of the thirties, with the major Palestine
revolt that tied down a large part of the British imperial
army, the British government of the day began to promote
the idea of partition, with the report of the Peel Commission.
The Zionist movement firmly ottacked the government's
attitude. Smuts had been provided with an advance copy
of the Peel proposals — a testimony to Smuts's continuing
influence in Whiteholl, and British recognition of him as an
advocate of the Zionist cause,

Zionist Terrorism

With the outbreak of the Second World War, and the deve-
lopment of Zionist terrorism against the British in Palestine,
Smuts and Weizmann discussed this subject in their cor-
respondence. Although the South Africon leader criticised
the Zionist terror acts against the British administration in
Palestine, he subordinated this criticism to his overall
support and enthusiasm for the Zionists' aims.

After the War, the question of the future of the British Man-
date came to the fore. Smuts, as South African Prime Mi-
nister, continued to put pressure on the British Government
to grant some form of nationhood to the Zionist settlement

in Palestine, and used his country’s vote in the newly formed -

United Naotions to good effect. Before the 1947 vote for
partition, the South African delegation gave considerable
assistance to Weizmann and his colleagues at the UN.
While supporting the Zionist movement, Smuts retained his
advocacy of discriminatory immigration policies in South
Africa itself, saying in Parlioment in April 1947 that over-
loading the country with Jews would create anti-semitism
there — a view which led many anti-Jews to support Zionism
as a solution to their prejudice.

Instead, he felt, South Africa should help to create a ‘Na-
tional Home' for the Jews in Palestine. Support for Zionism,
and anti-Jewish immigration policies fitted as well in South
Africa as other countries. Smuts's anti-Jewish views later
resulted in many South African Jews supporting the Natio-
nal Party, led by professed racialists like Eric Louw and
Balthazar Vorster, today's South African Prime Minister.
Smuts was one of the first statesmen to be thanked by Weiz-
mann ofter the passing of the UN's partition resolution at
the end of Movember 1947, In the months ofterwards, as
Palestinian resistance mounted, some countries appeared
to back away from partition. Smuts, following an appeal
from Weizmann, used his influence to ensure that the UN's
line did not change.

He and Weizmann remained in close contact throughout
the period, as the Zionist leader begged him for more and
more open support. And, ofter the formal establishment of
the State of Israel in May 1948, one of Smuts's final acts as
Prime Minister of South Africa, before losing the general
election at the end of May, was to extend de facto recogni-
tion to the new ‘State’.

With - Smuts out of office, and Weizmann pushed aside by
Ben Gurion, their relationship after May 1947 declined in
importance. Instead, the new State and the new Nationalist
Government in South Africa began to develop their own
relations, aided by the presence of a number of South
African Jews in the decision-making structure of the Zionist
state — such as Abba Eban, Arthur Lourie, and Major Mi-
chael Comay. Smuts died in 1950. His role in the previous
thirty years was widely recognised in South African Zionist
circles and by the Israeli Government as having been a
crucial factor in the successful development of the Balfour
Declaration which he had helped to get adopted as British
Government policy.

After his death, a “"Smuts’ Forest" overlocking the "Weiz-
mann Forest” was dedicated in Israel. Their close proximity
marked the close friendship and long allionce of the two
men.

Toeday, the two states implanted in Arab und African land
are closely allied, in economic, political and military fields.
It is an alliance that both Smuts and Weizmann would have
welcomed.

¥ X ¥ ¥ ¥
Footnote . . .

Israel - South Africa:
MILITARY COLLABORATION

Israel is to provide Gabriel surface-to-surface missiles for
the South African Navy. Part of an extensive range of mili-
tary equipment from missiles to jet fighters and marine
craft now being manufactured in Israel, they will be South
Africa’s first sea missiles.

Gabriel's latest version has a range of 20 nautical miles.
Reporting the sale, the Daily Telegraph said on 8th Septem-
ber that the Gabriel missile was used against Syrian missile
boats during the October War last year. The sale of missiles
to the apartheid state is said to have come "as a bombshall’
for Britain -and other states which have refused to sell the
South Africans the missiles they so desperately need.
South Africa’s missile plan is part of o major naval expan-
sion programme which will increase the size of the fleet
from 27 to 43 ships within the next five years. The lsraeli
Uzi gun is also used by the South Africans, who have a
leng history of collaboration on a military level, particularly
in the field of counter-insurgency operations against Pales-
tinian and African liberation movements.

The recent visit by General Dayan, calling for more white
immigration to Palestine, has been folloéwed by the arrival
of General Haim Hertzog, the former Chief of lsraeli Mili-
tary Intelligence in Johannesburg as the guest of the South
African Government's Information Department. The Jewish
Chronicle on 25th October reported that General Hertzog
'‘thanked the Government and entire South African nation
for supporting lIsrael in the Yom Kippur War last year.' A
reference to the supply of Mirage fighter jets by apartheia
South Africa to her ally.
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The toble below shows the gross inequality
of job opportunity between Whites and
Africons in South African society. The
two top categories of job moke up 9.9 per
cent of the South African work force, but
24.1 per cent of all White workers work
in those categories and only 3.1 per cent
of Africans. The worst discrimination is in
skilled manual jobs. Here there are only
1.4 per cent of Africons, as opposed to
18.1 per cent of Whites. The number of
skilled Africon manual workers would be

lower but for a shortoge of building wor-
kers which forced the South Africa govern-
ment to allow 5,400 African workers to re-
gister as "skilled Bantu building workers”
under the Bantu Building Workers Act -
but they work ot lower rates of pay. For
all other industries Africons are excluded
from opprenticeships, and so have little
chance of obtaining a skill. Africans do
not even feoture as a column heading when
the census enumerates the numbers of

skilled workers and opprentices. In the two
lower cotegoires, semi-skilled and unskilled
which moke up 62.4 per cent of the lobour
force, there are only 15.4 per cent of the
Whites, but 87,5 per cent of the Africans.
If agriculture ond private domestic service
were included the number ond proportions
of Africons in the semi-and unskilled jobs
would be even higher than the toble be-
low suggests, and the Whites proportiona-
tely less.

From Protest to Challenge:

A Documentary History of African Politics
in South Africa, 18821964

Vol. 2 by T. Karis and G.M. Carter. Hoover Press 1974

The second volume of this trilogy is of even greater impor-
tance than the first, reviewed in Sechaba some time ago.
Once again, the editors can be congratulated on o feat
of vast organisation of the material and close attention to
the texts of this invaluable primary source material of the
history of our struggle.

While the authors write for the general public, South
African political octivists and scholars will find texts here
to couse them to reflect on the roots of the South African
liberation movement more deeply than before. Here is the
authentic voice of an unfolding liberation struggle with all
its problems, its efforts to develop a policy which will match
long term perspectives with realistic current objectives, and
the need to combine a sense of national identity and his-
tory with the political forces as they are thrown up in a
concrete situation.

Among the most important documents in the collection is
the Programme of Action of 1949 which has been at the
centre of policy debate ever since. The Programme set out
the demands for national freedom of the African people
which were located in o struggle for democratic rights in
all the institutions of government in the country. More im-
portant, the Programme proposed a council of action which

later set in motion the Defiance Campaign which was to
transform the ANC into a militant mass organisation. The
steps towards this compaign are set out in the Report of
the Joint Planning Council of the ANC and SAIC which is
also a document of great historical interest. The issues that
emerge from these documents have been discussed in
Sechaba on many occasions and the literature analysing
them is already vast. This reviewer would urge that it is
useful for students of our movement's development to re-
fresh themselves at the fount of original sources. Too often
commentators introduce excessive wisdom derived from
hindsight, even more, they interpret too strictly the events
by the way they were reported. These texts can help to
redress imbalances in analysis though allowance must also
be made for the fact that formal documents and even some
informal letters by leaders do not and cannot reveal the
truth in all its complexity.

If anything the volume as a whole is a useful reminder
that the ANC has always been a national movement rather
than a political party and that its goals were stated broadly
enough to enable a wide range of viewpoints to combine
in its ranks. At the some time it constantly sought to restate
its aims to take account of the changing political situation
in the country as a whole. But the how and why of these
shifts of policy and in the tendencies which gained ascen-
dancy are not easily explained in a book of this kind.
The book is divided in three sections, each of which has
an introduction by Tom Karis. He has had a difficult task
in putting together and evaluating all the material of this
controversial period when the ANC moved into an alliance
with the Indian Congress and overcame objections to the
participation of Communists at all levels in the allionce.
The introductions are a valuable guide to the sequence of
events and help the reader to find his way through the do-
cuments but some of the interpretations are bound to raise
objections. Perhaps this volume will rouse someone suffi-
ciently to produce a history of our struggle written by o
member of the ANC himself. B.T.
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