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INSIDE SOUTH AFRIGA

During the recent United Nations de-
bate on a resolution calling for the
expulsion of South Africa from the
General Assembly, both Prime Mini-
ster Vorster and his ambassador to
the United Stotes and South Africa’s
representative at the U.N. Pik Botha,
spoke about major changes in policy
that were being considered by the re-
gime which would make South Africa
acceptable to independent Africa and
the world.

Leading MNationalists followed with
many more such statements, and the
world was ogog at the prospect of
seeing a change in a country that
practiced the most vicious form of ro-
cism since Hitler's Gemmany.

“We shall not hesitate on our side to
do away with humiliating measures
and proctices which harm good relo-
tions between White and Non-White
. . ." said Dr. Hilgard Muller, the Mi-
nister of Foreign Affoirs, in a New
Year message "'to the nation”.

i we understand these words correctly,
they are words promising all the
people an equal share in the coun-

try's wealth. They are words that sig-
nify thot the Government will no lon-
ger move settled communities to bar-
ren wastelands for from their places
of work. They must also be words re-
vealing the Government’'s intention to
do oway with the hoted pass lows
and influx control which heap such
humiliation on the African people;
and the "Whites Only" signs outside
public toilets, lifts and in public parks,
beaches and elsewhere . . .

They are words which should also
mean the beginning of a new dawn
in our country; a new era in which all
the people, both Black and White,
will enjoy full equality, in every
sphere of their lives: political, econo-
mic, cultural, social et al.

No one will readily believe that this is
the real meaning of Dr. Muller's mes-
sage. For one thing, at the time he
was giving his message almost forty
young men aond women were being
held incommumnicade and in solitary
confinement (See last two issues of
Sechaba) in various prison and police
cells in many parts of the country.
These men and women — members of
the Black Peoples’ Convention, the
South African Students’ Organisotion
and the Black Allied Workers Union -
had been held in confinement, under
these conditions, for over three
months at the time Dr. Muller was
making his stotement. At the time of
writing these men and women have
still not been brought to trial even
though the Minister of Justice assu-
red the country as early as in Novem-
ber that they will be charged by De-
cember 14, last year.

Meonwhile none of the "humiliating
measures and practices which harm
good relotions between White and
Non-White”, to quote Dr. Muller
agoin, hove been removed.

‘Independence’ Rejected

Obwiously Dr. Muller did not mean
what he said. Prime Minister Vorste,
himself clarified the situation a few
weeks later. In a speech at Zeerust.
he said that the Government would

“eliminate racial discrimination
through the institutions of separate
development.”

(We are pleased to note that he
ogrees that there is racial discriming-
tion in South Africal)

30 now we have a clearer picture of
whot Vorster means when he says
thot within the period of six months
to a yeor far reaching changes will



be effected in South Africa. And,
what Dr. Muller means when he said
that humiliating measures and prac-
tices will be eliminated in the country.
These measures and practices will be
eliminated not in the whole of South
Africa but, in the so-called home-
lands. Blacks living in the “White"” ur-
ban areas will have to continue to
put up with apartheid and oll its
evils.

Now that we know what Vorster, Mul-
ler and others of their ilk mean when
they say there will be changes n
South Africa, we are sure free Africa
will reject with contempt any hand of
“friendship” thot the racists extend to
it., The Vorster regime’s purile ottempt
to appease its critics by appearing to
profess friendship for the rest of Africa,
while at the same time refusing to
budge an inch towards the relaxation
of the apartheid vice is clear indica-
tion, if any such indication was nee-
ded, that the MNationalist Party has
no intention whotever to make any
meaningful effort to change its ideo-
logy which is bosed four-square on
apartheid.

Even the Bantustan leaders see this.
Following Vorster' Zeerust speech in
which he also made it clear that the
Bantustans will be given “indepen-
dence” if they requested it, seven
out of eight Bantustan leoders have
come out strongly against occepting
the Government's' brand of indepen-
dence. They know, as we do too, that
the people will never tolerate a' si-
tugtion in which 70 per cent of the

population will be kroaled off in
less than 13 per cent of fragmented,
non-viable land.

Vorster hod banked heavily on sup-
port for his offer of "independence”
from the Bantuston dhiefs. Their re-
jection of the offer has dealt o se-
rious blow to his strategy. He haod
hoped that the Bontustan leaders will
accept his offer of "independence”
and then apply for membership to” the
OAU and the United Nations.

This would hove meant eight African
“nations” entirely dependent on the
Pretoria regime would become UN
members. In such a situation Vorster
hoped to break African sanctions
against South Africa. How could
members of the OAU or the UN pro-
pose sanctions against South Africa
without consulting Bladck South African
UN members?

Fortunately the majority of the Ban-
tustan leaders have seen through
Vorster's scheme. However, we expect
tremendous pressure will be put on
these leaders to change their minds.
Such pressure will not come from
White South African sources only.
They will undoubtedly come from
some, if not all of the Western coun-
tries with investments in South Africa,
and especially from the United Sto-
tes. As the economies of the Western
world deteriorate, and as internatio-
nal strategy is devoted to oil and the
Middle East situation, a realignment
of reactionary forces in Southern AF-
rica is taking shape in the wake of
the withdrawal of Portugal from Af-
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rica. The United Stotes is a major
partner in this process.

The Western press hos been raving
about the statemonship of Vorster in
forcing lan Smith to agree to talks
with the Adrican leaders in Zimbabwe.
The idea behind this move is not to
sell-out Smith but to use him to cool
the struggle in Zimbobwe and then
to attempt to destroy it. The lure of
Angola’s riches invites such o strotegy
from the forces of colonialism and
neo-coloniolism. In the coming
months we shall, no doubt, see wide-
spread support by the United Stotes
and other vested interests in Angola’s
oil and other riches for one or other
of the liberation movements.

If Vorster really wanted peace in
Southern Africa os he claims, he
should haove reacted positively to the
demand by Mr. Axel Jodkson Johan-
nes, SWAPO's secretary general who
called on the Prime Minister to oct
in the Namibia impasse. Referring to
the Rhodesian situation, Mr. Johan-
nes in his statement to Vorster saoid:
“How can you worry about the mote
in the eye of a friend when you have
a beam in your own eye.”
Meanwhile, while presenting a face
of sweet reasonableness in order to
hoodwink the world, Vorster tightens
his iron grip on Namibia.

Following months of brutal repression,
several hundred members of SWAPO,
including some of its well-known
leaders in Owvamboland have fled
into Angola. Inside South Africa as
well, the Vorster regime is increasing

3



its repression and is hell bent on
suppressing any show of opposition
by widespread intimidation, mass ar-
rests, and deportation as in the case
of Malawian and Lesotho mine wor-
kers who come out on strike ot a num-
ber of mines in South Africa during
recent months.

In the meantime, in keeping with the
MNational Security 5tudy Memorandum
39, the secret document leaked last
year, which outlined "selective relo-
xation of US policy towards Southern
Africa’s White regimes”, Kissinger has
made several moves which point to-
wards o more active role by the State
Pupurhnnt in Southern African af-
airs.

Mathaniel P. Davis, ambassador to
Chile when Salvader Allende's Go-
vernment was overthrown, is to be
appointed to the post of Assistant Se-
cretary of State for African AHuairs.
Williom Bowdler has been appointed
as new ambassadoer in Pretoria. Dean
Hinton has been installed as ambas-
sador to Zaoire, Angola's northern
neighbour.

All these men have Latin American
and MNational Security Council back-
grounds. Dr. Kissinger is moving his
heavies into place and Africa should
be aware of the danger that US
strategy poses for the Continent.
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Apartheid Army

For the first time in its history South
Africa has created a special African
army unit with arms. it is being done,
as the army brass announced, "wit-
hin the framework of Government po-
licy”. This means, to start with, there
will be no integroted units - so no
Whites will run the risk of having to
toke orders from Blocks.

(In the South African police force
Black members of any rank are expec-
ted to take orders from any White
policeman. An ordinary white con-
stable can give orders to o Block
Warrant Officer. No Black of any
rank, can give orders to any White
policeman).

And, of course, it alse means that
Black soldiers will get lower rates of
pay than their White counterparts.
It is aoll “within the framework of Go-
vernment policy”.

* Kk k *k %

We Are At War

The following are extracts from a cir-
cular sent to members of the Second
Transvaal Scottish regiment. This cir-
cular which was sent to us from South
Africa is dated July 1, 1974 and is sig-
ned by Officer Commanding the re-
giment, Commandant Peter Middle-
on . . .

“By now you are probably wondering
why | sent you a notice regarding
camp and the one for volunteers for
the border. | personally think that the

a

Colin Eglin . .. could lead his Progres-
sive Porty to take over as the dominant
political movement in English urbon areas

Sunday papers provided the answer,
but should that not be sufficient for
you, | wil quote General Malan's sta-
tement to us, which was given last
Wednesday night.

“We are no longer preparing for war,
we are at war'. Fortunately for ws,
a low density one "at this stoge”.
"Those of you who read the daily pa-
pers and magazines will by now have
built up your own intelligence picture,
but for those who don't toke an inter-
est, | will give o brief resume.

ZAMBIA

lFrm. Kaunda — pro West, but his two

possible successors are socialists |
Communists. Zamanglo plays an im-
portant part in Kounda's attitude to-
wards South Africa at present. Ter-
rorist transit camps.

RHODESIA

Army almost fully extended. All young
men do three months octive service a
year, the older men doing two months.
With limited European population,
economy being offected, and military
require support in depth.

TANZANIA

A large build up of troops, trained
and armed mainly by Chinese. Acti-
vely troining terrorists. The Tanzanian
army is being trained on conventio-
nal lines to follow up on terrorist suc-

Cesses.

PORTUGAL, ANGOLA,
MOCAMBIQUE

The coup in Portugol and the resul-
tant postings of personell to the Afri-
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Sir de Villiers Graaff ... United Party
leader, helpless aomid o political brawl

can Territories, poses probably our
biggest threat. President Spinola is
pro West, but Genl. Gomes with most
of the coup commanders are pro East.
Similarly, the two Governor Generals
of Angola and Mocambique also lean

towards communism.

While Spinola holds power, we are
fairly secure, but how long will he
last? Already the SWAPO people are
pouring into Angola for training, and
a build-up of tension in S.W.A. can
be expected.

WHAT ARE WE DOING

The defence force is at present be-
ing completely reconstructed, and de-
fence and army headquarters are
now operotional in their new format.
Commands start restructuring shortly,
and then it will be our turn.

“Each of you will shortly be control-
ling men's lives, and | am sure your
riflemen will feel very dubious of you
should they realise that you have not
been ottending regulor training.
From now on | expect to see all offi-
cers and NCOs every Tuesday.
MEN'S LIVES DEPEND ON US, and
it will be too late to start training in
action.

"Possibly | sound dromatic, but not
all the military intelligence briefings
have impressed me as much os o talk
from Bob Hitchcock, the Rand Daily
Mail correspondent, who has just
spent the last seven weeks visiting
Terrorist groups in the West. As an
ex-serviceman he realises the threat,
and in a number of instances was
verbally told by the Terrorist leaders
of their intentions”".



South AfMcas...

INFIRMATION
OHFENSIVE

In the lost two to three years the propagonda octivities
of the South African Department of Informaotion have
been considerably stepped up. This is part of o delibe-
rate, overall policy: the South African Government has
decided thot the best woy to defend itself against o ho-
stile world is to ottack, ond the Information Department
is a key element. The Information Minister, Dr. C.P. Mul-
der, frequently uses the language of warfare when tal-
king about his job:

"My department will not remain on the defensive. We
hove now gone over to the offensive. We are now
equipped with an area map. so to speak, on which
we can intelligently base our strategy — a map which
shows up enemy strength and weakness and their
respective positions”.

(South Africon Parliamentary Debates 2. 10. 74)

Dr. Mulder joined the Notionalist Government in Au-
gust 1968 as Minister of Informotion, Social Welfare and
Immigrotion. Earlier, he had been the Mationalist Party's
Information O#fficer. He has been regarded as Mr Vor-
ster's special protege, particularly after he was appoin-
ted Minister of the Interior in July 1972 despite his re-
latively junior status. Currently, he is Minister of the In-
terior and of Information.

‘Mulder’s first years in Information were quiet. In 1970
he mode a parliomentary stotement in which he urged
that the Department “must have every means ot our dis-
posal in order to present the image of South Africa os it
15, naomely that of a beautiful, prosperous country in
which low and order prewails . . . where democracy is
being practised in the full sense of the word and where
political porties are represented in Parlioment, as elec-
ted by the people — an exomple to the whole world"
(Debates 23. 9. 70) - but such eulogies are the stock in
trode of most South African politicians.

Sé@éﬂﬂ AGrican
panorama
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Roger Madden

It was not until the end of 1971 that the draught of change
began to be felt in the corridors of Information. Earlier
thot yeor Mulder visited Europe and America (USA, Co-
nada, Portugal, Spain, Switzerland, West Germany, Ne!-
herlands, Britoin, France). Though the visits passed wit-
hout incident, since they were not publicised, Mulder
spoke on his return to South Africa of @ “vociferous mi-
nority overseas’ who were “trying to create trouble for
South Africa” (Star, Johannesburg 10117. 7. 71) = pre-
sumably the onti-opartheid compaigners in the wvarious
countries.

He went on to say thaot although the Information Service
was very effective in some countries, there were some
offices where he would have to introduce changes.

Within a year Mulder hod found the man to do the job.
Dr. Eschel Rhoodie, BA, MA, PhD. Born in 1933 and edu-
coted at the University of Pretoria, Rhoodie is a profes-
sional. He first worked on Nationalist newspapers be-
fore joining the parliomentary stoff of the Information
Department. He served in Information abroad, at the
South African Embassy in Australio and the USA and in
1963 was tronsferred to the New York Information office.
In 1965 he returned home to head the American desk
ot Information Heodquorters before going abroad again
to the Information office at the Hogue. He then left go-
vernment service for a while, only to return at Mulder's
invitation in 1972 and taking o drop in salary to become
Secretary (i. e. Permanent head) of the Department of
Information.

Rhoodie immediotely onnounced his intentions of stream-
lining the deportment and presenting a new, dynamic
image of South Africa overseas. “Our enemies are far
more sophisticoted than they were even two years ago
- ond we must fight back with equal sophistication and



modern publicity methods” he said. (Rand Daily Mail
24, 10. 72)

The Department was vigorously re-organised, several se-
nior stoff serving obroad being recolled or tronsferred.
According to Rhoodie, information officers needed to be
expert salesmen, competent technicians (to handle the
news media) and ‘meticulous political scientists’. Such
men would be trained and sent abrood to man the De-
partment’'s 16 foreign offices (ottached to embassies but
apparently administratively independent - at least up to
a point).

In order “to put across to a hostile world the picture
and aims of a strong government”, Information needed
to expand, said Rhoodie. Its budget was “puny and neg-
ligible . . . After all, we cannot expect to use an air-rifle
against tanks."” The Department's new mottc become:
“dynamic oction, enthusiasm and efficiency.”

Learning the Answers

During 1973 the new broom took effect ot Information.
A training school was established which, among other
things, teaches television techniques to those likely to be
interviewed either abroad or by foreign correspondents
in South Africa, and which helps information officers, po-
liticions and other public figures to cope with ‘awkward
questions’ about South Africa’s policies. (Mr Jan Marais,
chairman of the Trust Bank, one of South Africa’s ablest
spokesmen obroad, recently presented Dr. Rhoodie with o
list of 20 such questions mainly touching on the racial
inequity of South Africa, saying they were frequently as-
ked ond difficult to onswer sotisfoctorily. Dr. Rhoodie
immediotely responded with official ‘answers’ (RDM 21, 6.
74) which did nothing to help Mr Marais).

Evidence of the new Information's professionalism was
also apparent in the commissioning of o market research
survey by the US Mandeville Corporation of all the coun-
tries where South Africa hos Information offices in order
to discover people's ottitudes towards South Africa and
to "delineate the so-colled hard and soft areas” for a
marketing operation. This, Mulder said loter, helped the
Department “to toke the basis to criticism from abroad.”
(Debates 2. 10. 74) Rhoodie denied that the survey had
been commissioned: Mandeville's results haod merely
been purchosed, he soid.

One of the findings of this syrvey was “the effectiveness
of the guest programme™. Every year the Department in-
vites on ossortment of foreigners to visit South Africa
under its ouspices. The purpose of the invitations is to
enable the guests to see South Africa ‘for themselves'.
The hope is that they will present a favourable picture
to their countrymen. Under Drs. Mulder and Rhoodie the
Department has adknowledged the impossibility of rea-
ching o wide oudience: it therefore concentrates speci-
fically on “the opinion makers and decision takers” in
each country. To this end, Information’s official guests in
1973 totolled 82, of whom 32 were journalists or editors.
(In this connexion it is worth noting that Mr. G. Spar-
row, spokesman for the ,Club of Ten’, was among the
Department’s guests in 1972).

Ancther finding was that there was a divergence of opi-
nion (more probably a lack of opinion) on the World
Council of Churches’' role in Southern Africa — a role

that enrages the South African government who claim as
it does thot all the liberotion movements and their sup-
porters are communists. This divergence, soid Mulder,
was “put to good use” in a series of advertisements pla-
ced by Information in West German newspopers.

The offensive begon o take shape. Between July 1973
ond June 1974, 103 ods were placed in newspapers in
ten foreign countries. (The moin countries: UK 34; France
18; USA 11; West Germany 9) plus eight poges in o
supplement to an lranian newspoper. The total cost was
£93,300. In Britain some of these were defences of Na-
tionalist Party policy on Bantustans, comparing South
African Blacks fovourably with citizens in other parts of
Africa, under the headline “Should South Africa’s Bladks
rule themselves? The South African government answered
"Yes' years ago”. Others were stroightforward appeals to
businessmen to trade with and invest in South Africa:
"British componies investing in South Africa con look
torward to increased profits in the future.”

Other direct toctics by Information haove been the pro-
duction (for the first ime since 1960) of on official yeor-
book, South Africa 1974. This, complained the Star news-
poper (Star 31. 8. 74 Johannesburg) was more concer-
ned in its 1000 pages with presenting Mationalist policy
in a favourable light than with presenting the facts about
South Africa.

A selection of newspaper opinion is published in the
Press Mirror (GB), whose functions are to present the
(normaly pro-Government) views of Afrikaons newspa-
pers to those (in embassies; abroad; etc.) who cannot
read the language ond to demonstrate the freedom ol
the South Africon press to criticise the government -
despite the many regulotions already in existence cir-
cumscribing thot freedom. An "education kit" for use in
schools has olso been produced.

The. Search for Credibility

From the beginning, Rhoodie understood Information’s
major problem: that of establishing credibility. His Da-
partment is engoged in what his critics tell him is an im-
possible task, that of selling on unsaleable product -
apartheid. However ‘sophisticated’ and aggressive the
department’'s official actions, it is still regarded as an
instrument of propagondo. In 1972 he said that publi-
city methods would have to change: he foresaw a time
when 50-60 % of the Department’'s methods would be
‘hidden’, i. e. indirect. (RDM 24, 10. 72)

S-omt of these we have already seen:
odvertisements featuring Black ‘leaders’ such as Chiefs
Buthelezi and Mangope, pleading ogainst economic
isolation and placed by the Trust Bonk of South Af-
rica (Chairman, Mr Jan Marais):

® advertisements attacking the Guardian's investigo-
tions into starvotion Black wages in South Africa and
the World Council of Churches support for the libera-
tion movements, placed by the Club of Ten;

® publication of To the Point International, o glossy
Time-style news maogazine which began in South Afri-
ca with the object of “informing the rest of the worid
about Africa and Africa about the rest of the world”
and was launched as an international offshoot in 1974
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PEACE PROSPECTS: MULLER

The measure of detente that had
been achieved in Southern Africa
over the past two months was gaining
momentum, the Minister of Foreign
Affairs, Dr H. Muller, said in a New
¥ ear message. He pointed out that the
chances of thwarting those forces who
did not wish to see peace and pros
perity in the sub-continent would be
far greater if the states of Southern
Africa presented a united front, parti-
culary in the economic field.

Dr Muller foreshadowed a number
of possible developments which could
give tremendous impelus 10 inkErna-
tional co-operation in many fields of

spectre of hunger and food shortages
loomed and the Communists posed an
ever-present threat, South Africa had
shown a substantial growth rate,
underlining its overall stability.

Though there might be a slow down
in the coming year, the country could

Or & P Muider — Munigter of Information

with any country) can only be
effected if the infuential groups — i.e.
the Press, politicians, academics,
Lusinessmen, scientists, and others, do

common interest among all the inde-
pendent states of this part of Africa.

An effective cease fire, for example,
could lead to peace and the con-
sequent withdrawal of South African
policemen from Rhodesia. A possible
solution to the Rhodesian question,

2

South Alfrican Digest, Jenuary 3, 1975

with offices in Antwerp. Its current advertising does
not seem sufficient for financial survival and its con-
tent seems to suggest South African badking. In June
the Guardian claimed thot Te the Point's senior editor
was formerly director of the London Information Of-
fice.
Rhoodie's demands for more money have been success-
ful: Informotion’s budget is currently running ot
86,562,500 a yeor. This is only £1,875000 less than the
Foreign Affairs Department’s budget. The comparison,
made in the South Africon Parlioment, was intentional.

One of the scores of SA "Information™ publications

Early in 1974, there was speculation thot Mulder was
poaching on the territory of his senior colleague, Foreign
Minister Dr H. Muller.

The story is rother complicated but illustrates the tenden-
cy of the South African Information Department to ope-
rate in a wider field than normally occepted. (The extent



to which this reflects Mulder's personal ambitions is,
clearly, @ matter for speculation, though it is equally pos-
sible that the strategy is deliberate and concerted).
Briefly, this is what happened:

Admiral Biermann, Chief of the South African Defence
Force, anxious to convince US defence policy-makers of
the importance of the Cape route in keeping an eye on
Soviet naval activity in the Indian Ocean, but unable, for
political reasons, to obtain an official invitation from the
US, decided to go privately. He applied for o tourist viso
but the application was refused by the state department.
The South Africans then engaged the services of a profes-
sional Washington lobbyist, lowyer Don DeKieffer, who
canvassed support for the opplication. Senator Henry
Byrd and others took up the case, and Biermann got his
visa. What aroused the speculation was the fact that the
motter was not handled through the normal diplomatic
channels and that the Information Department appears to
have been involved in arranging the details of this indirect
or ‘backdoor’ diplomacy. Mulder himself was in the US in
January, four months before Biermann, officially to meet
information staff working in the Americas. He also met
Vice President Ford, Ronald Reagan, Senator Hugh Scott
(leader of the Senate), Congressman Thomas O'Neill and
other leading officials and politicians. The trip was clearly
purposeful and Mulder's movements more those of di-
plemacy than information.

In Parliament Mulder denied this allegation, saying that
the Information and Foreign Affairs Departments “supp-
lement each other abroad”. (Debates 2. 10. 74) He had,
he said, conferred with the Prime Minister before going
to the USA and hod "received the instructions on which
| then based my actions in America.” Backdoor diplomacy
was evidently a deliberate toctic.

Recently, Information’s role in these affairs become even
wider. In October Rhoodie visited the US and while he
was there tried to arrange a meeting with President Ford.
Despite the efforts of several different people, this failed
and there were suggestions that the Americans, particu-
larly the State Department were annoyed at Rhoodie's
behaviour. (Star 23. 11. 74)

Television

Thus, while it looks as if the Information Department’s
ottempt to move into Foreign Affairs territory may hove
misfired (though there were indications that Mulder was
involved in Vorster's recently-revealed trip to Black Africa),
the Department’'s work in its traditional field is os ener-
getic as ever. One of the skills Rhoodie brought when
he jointed the Department was a proper understanding
of the importance of television as an influence on opi-
nion. This he has conveyed to his boss Mulder. In general
the South Africans are suspicious of television and Mul-
der is on record as having told @ communications media
symposium in South Africa in 1972 that the BBC was the
target of a ‘liberalistic’ minority group who had learnt
how to use television for their own subversive goals. He
left it to his audience to imagine the problems that faced
his Director of Information in London when the ‘wrong
people’ used the weapon of television against South Af-
rica. (RDM 26. 10. 72)

In October this year, when asked why Information had

declined to participate in o discussion to follow the tele-
vision screening of Last Grave at Dimbaza, Mulder told
Parlioment that a verbal reply, within the confines of o
studio discussion, was generally ineffective against the vi-
sual impact of a film; he stressed the power of the me-
dium several times. “"We are only prepared to answer o
visual misrepresentation with a visual reply”, he said.
(Debates 15. 10. 74) The London office therefore prepa-
red a visual reply and demanded of the BBC their right
to reply with it. The BBC complied.
This is certainly the strotegy of taking the offensive. And
with each success, the Information Department congratu-
lates itself: “"More and more people, organisations and
governments”’ soid Rhoodie recently "are now prepared
to listen to South African spokesmen and toke a fresh
look ot the situation in this country™.
(Financial Mail 18. 10. 74)
Doubtless Drs Rhoodie and Mulder have further initio-
tives up the Information sleeve. The current speculation
of rapprochement with certain Black African states seems
to bear out Mulder's recent statement of intent:
“South Africa must have more frequent contoct with
the rest of Africo as soon as possible. After all that's
where the key lies. If we con convince Africa of our
integrity, we will then be more reodily accepted by
the rest -of the world . . . The challenge is to convince
the bulk of the Black African states that the divisions
should not be Block-White but Communist and anti-
Communist.” (FM 18. 10. 74)

Misleading

Apart from the intervention over Last Grave at Dimbaoza,
the latest stage of the Information offensive is the an-
nouncement that Blad information personnel are being
trained by the Department and several are shortly due
to be sent abroad to Information offices in New York,
London, Paris and Cologne.

These, according to Mulder, are the current centres of
priority. This announcement, which was given a lot of pu-
blicity, moy be misleading to those unfamiliar with South
Africa’'s methods, in that it gives the impression that the
Information Service is about to become desegregated.
In fact, the Black officers are being trained by the De-
partment not to work for the Department itself, but so
that they can become information officers for the “home-
lands™ in their pseudo-progress towards ‘independence’.
Their job = as with every white officer — is to sell the
ideology and structures of apartheid, both to their own
people and abroad. Temporary service for them in for-
eign copitols gives Information the opportunity to create
a smokescreen which helps to obscure its fundomental
task and provide a tool with which to deflect criticism.
Mindful of foreign susceptibilities in these matters, the
Department has ensured that Black and White Informa-
tion officers will be on the same salary scales while ser-
ving abroad. The fact that this will not apply within South
Africa and the Blacks will - as usual — be paid less than
the Whites for doing the same job only demonstrates.the
fraudulent nature of the whole Information operation.
Prepared by Southern Africa Information Service,
Lenden.




Church held stodkholder resolutions
will be filed with seven different corpo-
rations doing business in southern Af-
rica this spring.

Fourteen churches and Roman Catholic
orders are co-filing a resolution with
IBM corporation, seeking to prevent the
sales, leasing or service of its compu-
ters in the Republic of South Africa.

The IBM resolution marks @ major chan-
ge of policy with regard to that corpo-
ration by these religious bodies, hol-
ding approximately 38,951,000 worth of
stock in IBM.

The churches state that while computers
cannot literally be called “arms,"” which
are prohibited under the U.5, embargo
on arms shipments, “we believe compu-
ters sold to the South African govern-
ment ostensibly for peaceful purposes
are of real ossistance militarily and
strategically.”

Thus the spirit of the embargo is com-
promised, they state, while the compu-
ters increase the government’'s ability
to control its citizens, and implement-
ing its policy of white supremacy.

In addition, sixteen churches or Roman
Catholic orders are variously filing re-
solutions with Phillips, Standard Oil
and Getty corporations in Namibia
and with International Telephone and
Telegroph, Union Corbide and the
Southern Company in South Africa.

Standard Oil and Getty are being as-
ked to withdraw from the illegally go-
verned Namibia, and Phillips is being
asked to set up o committee to review
its involvement there.

The review resolution comes to Phillips
because last year the churches just mis-
sed the necessary six per cent vote nee-
ded to have o withdrowal resolution
filed again.

According to Dr. Howard Schomer of
the United Church of Christ, of all the
oppressed people of the world, we
know of none more oppressad than the
people of Namibia. They have no legis-
lature and no one at all to mediate on
their behalf in the South Africa govern-
ment."

Speaking at a Press Conference at the
Church Center for the United Nations,
where the resolutions were announced,
was Canon Burgess Carr, General Se-
cretary of the All Africa Conference of
Churches.

Expressing strong support for the ac- .

tions of American churches, he said
“the freedom forces of Africa at last are
seeing the fruits of their struggles

against colenialism and white minority
rule.”

But the U.5. government, "since 1967,
followed a deliberate policy of calcu-
lated hypocrisy regarding Southern Af-

U. S. Churchmen tell
investors to...

rica. While condemning white supre-
macy at the United Nations, it was ac-
ting quietly to build closer relationships
with racist governments.

“U.S. corporations have done business
os usual . . . unmoved by the massive
racial oppression.” '

Canon Carr called the IBM resolution
“the minimum.”

*South Africa mokes use of computer
technology to implement its notorious
pass laws under which the movements
of blacks are restricted to the demands
of the system for their labour.

“IBM computer technology is being
used for an expansion of this system to
Asians and Celoureds.

“The All Africa Conference of Churches
welcomes the use of advanced techno-
logy as an enabler of fuller and richer
human life in community, but we con-
demn the use of technology to foster
alienation of families.”

Also speaking were Brother Robert Tay-
lor, associate treasurer general of the
Atonement Friars and Dr. Donald Wil-

son, chairman of the Churdh Project on
U.S. Investments in Southern Africa.

Brother Toylor soid he was speaking on
behalf of six Roman Catholic religious

. orders, five of whom were filing resolu-

tions for the first time this year. "In ad-
dition, dozens of other orders, all of
whom are stockholders in these corpo-
rations, have pledged their support of
these resolutions and will vigorously
campaign on their behalf.”

Thus the support of the Roman Catho-
lic communities is o growing force in
the ecumenical corporate responsibility
movement.

Dr. Taylor underlined this new force on
the multinationals: “"Never before has
such a broad-based coalition of chur-
ches filed stockholder resolutions of
this kind.

“"We believe this increase mirrors dee-
pening concern in the dchurches, mi-
nority communities, unions, universi-
ties, the Congress and nation about

U.S. economic involvement in sou-
thern Africa.

“"Denominations, which are multimil-
lion dellar shareholders, are looking
beyond dollar returns on investments
ond exercising responsibilities to
make corporations more responsive to
the needs of peaple,” he said.

In addition to filing shareholde? re-
solutions, church people meet with
management, write letters of inquiry
or support for certain corporate pro-
grams, speak about industrial irre-
sponsiblity in public places and ot-
tend stockholder meetings (instead of
being content with obsentee profit--
making).

The following church agencies are partici-
pating in this year's shareholder efforts
cencerning southern Africa:

1. American Baptist Home Mission So-
ciety

2. Atonement Friars

3. Christion Church (Disciples)

4. Home Mission Sisters of Americo, of

Cincinnati _

Mt. St. Joseph Female Ursuline Aco-

demy, Inc. of Kentucky

National Council of Churches

Protestant Episcopal Church

The Province of 5t. Joseph of the Ca-

puchin Order .

9. Reformed Church in America

10. Sisters of Charity, Cincinnati

11. Unitarion Universalist Associotion

12. United Church of Christ, Board for
World Ministries

13. National, Werld and Women's Divi-
sion of the Board of Global Ministries
of United Methodist Church

14. United Presbyterian Church, U.5.A.

15. Tressler Luthearan Service Associates

16. Glenmary Home Missioner, Cincinnati,
Ohio

o
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Over 300 delegates to the Bladk Re-
naissance Convention held in Ham-
marskraal, last month, called on the
Black people of South Africa to reject
apartheid and demand one man one
vote for all.

The declaration adopted at the end
of the convention included:

“We the Bladck people of South Africa
at the Black Renaissance Convention
hereby declare that we condemn and
so reject separate development and
all its institutions; we reject all forms
of racism and discrimination.

“We dedicate ourselves towards stri-
ving for a totally united and democra-
tic South Africa free from all forms of
oppression and exploitation.”

The Convention dedicoted itself to a
society in which all people could par-
ticipate fully in the Government of the
country through the medium of one
man one vote.

The Convention also wanted a non-
racial society in which there was an
equitable distribution of wealth. “We

call upon our people and all their or--

ganisations to organise their efforts
towards securing the release of all po-
litical prisoners, detainees and ban-
ned people.” .

The Convention resolved that legali-
sed racism in South Africa was a
threat to world peace.

A MIGRANT
IN
MY OWN LAND

Valley of a thousand hills

the Garden Route and Devil's Peak

Table Mountain, Seapoint Bay

the Drakensberg, to name a few

denied to me by circumstance
look but do not touch
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INITRTEE A Gall for Sanctions
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“Therefore, we call upon all the coun-
tries of the world to withdraw all cul-
tural, educational, economic, manpo-
wer and military support to the exi-
sting racist government and all its ra-
cist institutions.”

Bantustans Denounced

Strong feelings ogainst Bantustans
were expressed from the very first mor-
ning of the two-day convention. The
Lebowa Bantustan's Minister of the In-
terior, Mr. Collins Ramusi, who was in-
vited to deliver a paper on “The poli-
tical situation of Bladks in South Afri-
ca”, was jeered and booed.

Before he could speak, Mr. 5. Ngobeni
tabled a motion “to expel all prota-
gonists of separate development and
its institutions from the Convention."”

The motion said that there were strong
sentiments against apartheid, its pro-
togonists and its institutions and those
who did not identify with the senti-
ments expressed ot the convention
should leave.

The motion also asked "those sepa-
rate development protagonists to de-
nounce and dissociate themselves
from those institutions that are mili-
tating ogainst the progress of the

Black people.”

When the motion was adopted Mr.
Ramusi left.
Later, he released copies of his
speech to the press in which he said
that he rejected and condemned se-
parate development. His “government
was against the policy too", he said.
Mr. Ramusi's speech also . . .
® Referred to” Prime Minister Vorster
as “embarrassed aond a spent
force.”
® Sketched the history of apartheid
from the ideas of former Prime Mi-
nisters such as D.F. Malan, H.F.
Verwoerd, and said they all tried
to stifle Black consciousness.
Mr. Ramusi said in his speech thaot
there could be no justification for
anydne in the country to declare that
urban Black citizens were temporary
sojourners in the land of their birth,
and in the towns and cities they built
with the sweat of their brows.
In o statement to the press, Mr. Ro-
musi said that he bore no ill-feelings
against those who had him expelled
from the convention.
Instead, he said, the convention was
a success for the struggle towards the
liberation of the Black man. "Howe-
ver,” he added, "l regret the fact
that | was not given a chance to
speck and expose the policy of se-
parate development to be the froud
that it is.”

Muizenberg Beach with its shocking blue sea

sundrenched

but denied to me

migrant labourer passing through

from my bantustan home to the cities of work
milked by my warders

who bar me from grazing

the lushest per cent of my land

Sixteen million dispossessed
condemned to the arid per cent

who've snatched

- thirteen to be exact -
neatly esconced from four million

eighty seven per cent of my land

Zarina Chiba



INSIDE SOUTH AFRIGA

The opposition United Party in South
Africa’s parlioment recently issued o
joint statement with Bantustan leaders
committing itself to the abolition of
influx control ‘in its present form”. The
party's commitment came after almost
30 years after its own action, when in
government, it entrenched the control
of the movement of Africans through
influx control and the pass laws.

That legislation carried forward the
apparatus inflicted on Africans down
the years — and in turn has been still
further developed and refined by the
governing MNationalist Party

The people who suffer under this sy-
stem are not foreigners from far-off
ploces but South Africans (whatever
nonsense the government might soy
about the migrants coming from “ho-
melands” separate from South Africa).
And the numbers involved are stog-
ering: there are an estimated 1-mil-
ion South African migrant workers,
who together with their families ac-
count for nearly 20 percent of the to-
tal population of South Africa.

The harshness of apartheid decrees
that the families must remain in the
rural reserves while the men go to the
towns to work. Thus husbands are se-
parated from their wives and children
for extended periods,. creating ever-
wider sufferings and social problems
. . . promiscuity, venereal disease, il-
legitimacy, homosexuality,
poor eating habits. In the reserves
. . . instability, fatherless dhildren,
malnutrition.

Apart from the destruction of family
life, influx control, is a gigantic me-
chanism used to determine where an
African can live and work. In foct, it
determines the life of every African
from cradle to grave.

Mo other law is more hated by the
African people. No other law perpe-
tuates the terrible mass evils which in-
flux control does. About 1700 Africans
are arrested on average each day for
falling foul of the system.

What is more, it is a fundamental pil-
lar in the application of apartheid
and South Africa’ slave labour eco-
nomy.

It was the United Party-oppointed
Stallard Commission which stated in
the early 1920s that the “existence of
o redundant Bladk population in ur-
bun;:nrms is o source of the gravest
peril”

violence,

— and defined a redundant *

[ime for Goncern

A SA scene which repeats itself thousond
times over each day

person as a "native, male or female,
who is not required to minister to the
wants of the White population.”

The commission went on to recom-
mend the establishment of a special
tribunal with power to “deport, repa-
triate, or settle in labour colenies, idle,
dissolute, or undesirable natives.”

The Stallard Commission provided the
governing United Party with the fra-
mework for the Native (Urban Areas)
Act of 1923 which — among other mea-
sures - provided for tighter control
of the inflow of Africans inte urban
areqs.

Between then and 1948, when it was
defeated by the present government
in the elections of that year, the Uni-
ted Party toock other steps to prevent
the inflow of Africans from their
scottered poverty-stricken reserves (ex-
cept, of course, those who were nee-
ded to work in the cities).

Chief among them was the Native
Laws Amendment Act of 1937, which

enables local outhorities to “pro-
claim™ areas closed to entry by Afri-
cans.

In 1945, the United Party amended
the Native (Urban Areas) Act by
adding o new section — section 10 -
which limits the rights of Africans to
be in urban areas to those born there,
or to- those who have worked - there
continuiously for one employer for not
less than ten years, or lived there
continuously for not less than 15 years.
Even after the United Party was ousted
from power in 1948, it continued to
advocate the “necessity” of influx
control. The only tangible difference
was in temminology: the blunt lan-
guoge of Stollard gave woy to talk
about “"humane opplication” of the
pass lows.

The Nationalist Party did nothing to
oppose the UP influx control laws
while it was in opposition — and when
it caome to power it added to them
with the finesse of a master.

The MNotives (Abolition of Passes and
Co-ordinotion of Documents) Act of
1952 did not — in spite of its "double-
talk” title — abolish passes. It exten-
ded them to introduce new restrictions
on the free movement of African
women.

The Native (Urban Areas) Amendment
Act of 1956 provided for deportation
ol Africans "whose presence in urban
areas was deemed to be destrimental
to peace and order.”

Over the years, Nationalist Party le-
gislation closed one loophole aofter
another in the network of laws restrict-
ing the entry of Africans into urban
areas. The net all but closed with the
gazetting of the Bantu Labour Regu-
lations Act of 1968. Its effect was to
make it proctically immpossible for
Africans to enter urban areas, except
aos one-year contract labourers obili-
ged to return to the contract.

The struggle against the pass laws is
a glorious chopter in the history of the
liberation struggle in South Africa.

From 1910 to this very day the struggle
against this obnoxious law goes on.
MNo single leader of any political hue
has ever supported this nozi measure.
From Jabavu to Lutuli, from Mandela
to even the Bantustan leaders, oppo-
sition to the poss lows is the corner-
stone of their policies.

Like the desire for the return of the
land of their forefathers to their
rightful owners, the desire for freedom
of movement is a continuous and un-
breakable thread in the history of the
African people of South Africa.

"



Prime Minister Comrade Joaogquim Albertc Chissano mdu:mg ANC Comrade Joe
Nhlanhla during o State Reception ot his residence

The delegation was met by lorge crowds wherever they went

Thousonds of Mocambicans crowded
Lourenco Marques airport to greet a
four-man delegation from the Afro-
Asian Peoples’ Sclidarity Committee
(AAPSQ) which visited their country
towards the end of January.

The delegation which was led by Dr.
Vassos Lyssarides of Cyprus, Vice-
President of the Presidium of AAPSO
and including Mr. Kamal Bahaa El
Din of Egypt. Dr. Kamandar Kalando-
rov of the Soviet Union and Mr. Joe
Mhlanhla of the ANC - South Africa,
went to Mocambique at the invitation
of the Frelimo Party.

The delegation visited many parts of
Mocambique and had repeated
tu'ks with the Vice President, the
Prime Minister and other ministers of
the Tronsitional Government and al-
so several Party Committees at va-
rious levels.

A full report of the visit was not as
yel available ot the time we went to
press. But, in a short but enthusiastic
stoalement, the delegation said that
they were overwhelmed by the ho-
spitality of Frelimo ond indeed the
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peoples of Mocambique. Wherever
they went, they said they were gree-
ted by crowds of peoples. At several
gotherings people carried baonners
condemning colonialism and expres-
sing solidarity with the liberation mo-
vements. One baonner that was often
seen ot these gatherings bore the le-
gend: ANC: VICTORY |5 NEAR!
The delegation also said that they
were shocked to see the terrible le-
goacy of illiteracy and poverty left be-
hind by the colonialists.
They, however, expressed their confi-
dence in Frelimo solving the pro-
blems that exist.
“Frelime is completely identified
with the people and is in complete
command of the situation,” said Dr.
Lassarides. “But,” he added, “the
struggle in Mocambique continues
. the progressive world must con-
tinue their solidarity with Frelimo
and continue to give our comrades in
Mocambique both moral and mate-
rial support to eradicate the devasto-
tion they hove inherited from the co-
lonial regime,” he odded.

ANG
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Dr. Lyssarides with Joe Nhlonhla (left) ot o press conference on their orrival in Beira
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SOUTH
AFRICAN

PRESS
in
CHAINS

Recently John O'Malley, Editor of the Natal Daily News, the
province's largest circulation daily was unceremoniously
arrested by two members of the South African secret police
while he was at a codktail party.

O*Malley is no friend of the Bladk oppressed in the country.
As a matter of foct he is a respected member of the White,
English — speaking establishment in South Africa. His new-
spoper belongs to the Argus group of newspapers, the
biggest publishing group in the country. Of the eight di-
rectors of the Argus Company, four are nominees of power-
ful South African mining interests — The Rand Mines
Group and the Johannesburg Consolidated Investment
Company.

Despite all this O'Malley was arrested and charged under
the recently amended Riotous Assemblies Act, first enacted
in 1914,

O'Malley’'s “crime” was that his newspaper carried a sto-
tement by the (Black) South African Students Organisation
(SASQ) stating that they were going to defy a Government
banning of a meeting they were organising to celebrate
Frelimo's victory in neighbouring Mocambique. From as far
back as one could remember this is the first time that an
editor of an establishment-orientoted newspaper has been
arrested in this way and charged under this low.

What is the significance of O'Malley's arrest? Why, when
the racist regime, foced with ever mounting international
criticism of its opartheid policy, wants to put on a new
“more moderate, progressive” foce, did they toke such a
blatantly harsh step?

Hoving effectively silenced the progressive and democratic

press from publishing legally in the country, the South
African regime has, in recent years, been campaigning to

get some form of agreement with the so-called white oppo-

sition newspapers to impose self-censorship on themselves.
The idea is to get these newspapers to totally and uncriti-
colly support the views of the fascist regime in power, des-
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pite the fact that any criticisms thot are made are feeble
and not in keeping with the aspinaotions of the majority of
the people of South Africa, and in particular,” the aspira-
tions of Black oppressed masses. Furthermore, the growth
of the progressive Blodk students and workers movement
in the recent past has brought in its wake a new realiso-
tion among some sections of the white South African popu-
lation thot there is need for some change away from total
apartheid. In the most recent general elections the white
electorate, which is the only section of the South African
populotion thot enjoys the right to vote and be elected
to Parliament, returned 7 members of the Progressive
Party to Parliament. In the post this party only boasted one
member of Parliament.

Of the three parliamentary parties represented in Parli-
ament, the Progressive Party is the most “radical”. It is
against what it calls petty apartheid, that is apartheid in
public ploces, such os parks, bus queues etc. It also de-
mands a form of loaded franchise for the Black population.
Although these demands are nowhere near the demands of
the vast majority of the Black population, it is revolutionary
in terms of white public opinion.

Meanwhile, on the white student front, there is a significant
growth of progressive thinking. For instance, the MNational
Union of South African Students (NUSAS) demands o dia-
logue between the racist regime and the genuine leaders of
the Black peoples. It also demands the release of all South
African pelitical prisoners languishing in prisons. It supports
the demands of African workers for higher wages and better
working conditions. It exposes the gross exploitation of the
Black workers in the country.

These trends, together with the events in neighbouring
Mocambique and Angola have frightened the racist regime

FIGHTING TALK . .. o journal in the struggle for our freedom
in South Africa was hounded out of existence by the fascists
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and in wild panic they are striking out even ogainst such
ordent supporters of white supremacy as John O'Malley.
There are some twenty five laws that govern the behaviour
pattern of the press in South Africa. Up to the present time,
incredible though it would appear, the majority of the white
press editors considered thot they enjoyed press freedom,
However, with the arrest of O'Malley this is bound to change.
Among the twenty five laws referred to aobove the most
vicious is the Suppression of Communism Act under which
several scores of our most prominent journalists were either
jailed, banned or forced into excile.

Those in joil include Govan Mbeki, (serving a life sentence)
Joe Nqgobi (20 years) and Mac Maharaj (12 years) who were
Eastern Cape editor, Johannesburg and Natal correspon-
- dents respectively of the banned progressive weekly New
Age. .

All those who were connected in anyway with the Anti-
Apartheid press such as New Age, Fighting Talk, Liberation,
Inkulueko etc. were banned.

Their bannings stipuloted:

® that they should not leave o certoin magisterial area
(town or city);

® that they should not enter any area in which members of
a race differeat from them resided:

® that they should not enter any foctory, printing press or
newspaper office;

® thot anything they say or write shall not be published.
The minimum penalty for infringing any section of the bann-
ing order is five years imprisonment.

The Opposition Press

Without total liperation of all the oppressed peoples in
South Africa, nobody White or Black, is immune from these
draconian lows and it is with these laws in mind that the
African National Congress and its allies are now using
sophisticated techniques to organise and politicise our
people.

Recently tape recorded messages were relayed from espe-
cially constructed sealed boxes secured very firmly at several
railway stations in the main cities of South Africa during the
peak hour when Black workers were returning home from
work.

On other occasions plastic bombs exploded on high build-
ings releasing parcels of leaflets which showered on to the
people below. On June 26, South Africa Freedom Day when
suchs bombs lost exploded, the black, green and gold
flags of the African National Congress were also hoisted
atop many buildings.

Apart from these methods, the African National Congress
published four clandestine news sheets inside South Africa.
Sechaba-lsizwe (The Nation) is the ANC's paper, Searchlight
is being published mainly for South Africans of Indian
origin, Struggle, is aimed at the Coloured (Mixed race)
and Youth Challenge is being published by the ANC's
Youth and Students Section. More recently, o new public-
ation has been added to the list: Vukani! Awake! (See last
issue of Sechaba). Apart from these publications the ANC
also broadcasts a daily one-hour programme beamed to
South Africo from Rodio Freedom: The Voice of the African
National Congress, with the kind permission of the external

service of Rodio Zambia: in Lusaka. Further weekly pro-'

grammes aimed directly to South Africa are broadcast by
ANC representatives from Meoscow, Dar-es-Salaam, Cairo
and Berlin (GDR).

These activities prompted a reporter on the South African
Sunday Times to write, on September 2, 1973, that the
Communist Party and the ANC * have established a new
campaign to initiote strikes and lobour unrest”.

Rays of Hope

Badk in 1958, when the South Africans
were explaining why blacks were not in
their national swimming teams, the then-
president of the SA National Olympics
Council told o maogazine: “The Africans
show no interest in swimming, becouse the
water clogs their pores and they tire easily.”
- . . during his recent trip to the Republic,
former junior Australian surfing champion,

Peter Drouyn, just happened to pick up the

idea thot “the coloured people, there, are
afraid of the water.” He told The Austra-
lian, in Sydney: “They consider the surf a
voodoo area, and, as a consequence, they
don't develop surfing tolent.”

The Guardian, 8. 1. 1975

You should've seen

who struggled out of the seaq,
today: a tired, rock-sliced
miner, with clogged pores,
who'd given up the roce,
foxing them completely,
locking his hands

into the sand!

You should've seen him:
wrong opparotus

for the daily splash,
wrong everything

for the long-distance swim,
but with eyes that see
Voortrekkers'-end

in the kidney-shaped,
competitive woter
across the happy
holiday posters|

But you should've seen

the others! They were chalky,
with stolen mineral dust,

and for ever heading

to the sea, Boer ghosts,
scrambling, land-crazed
diamond-swipers,

strong swimmers to o baas,
who know deep down

(os non-swimming

Luthuli told us)

that they've got to hit

that southern water,

some segregated day soon,
remarkable pores and all,
orchids in their hair,

and with their nasal Dutch Christ
cheering them along,

all the way out,

to the wide, quiet Antarctic.

Andrew Salkey
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The Drift Towards
NATO Intervention
in Southern Africa

The North Atlantic Treaty Organiza-
tion has now begun to develop direct
military links with South Africa. NATO
has begun contingency planning for
“war” and “crisis” situations in the
Southern African region.

Influential groups inside NATO are
pressing for the use of the South Al-
rican facility of Simonstown as a
NATO bose. There has been o marked
acceleration in joint air and naval
manoeuvers, usually on a "bilateral”
basis between NATO and South Afri-
can forces. There is now open talk in
Washington of the need for South
African forces in o joint western no-
val task force in the Indian Ocean. In
addition to all this, there has been
on unusal intensificotion of political
and military consultations between the
NATO powers and South Africa.

The extension of Alliance activities
into the Southern hemisphere repre-
sents an impomant departure from
past western defence policy. Western

16

defences hove until now been orga-
nized around the protection of We-
stern Europe and North America. But
the Ottowa Declaoration, which was
signed on the 25th anniversary of the
Alliance in June, last year, extended
the scope of NATO. The NATO po-
wers now formally recognize that in
“troubled areas of the world” outside
the Treoty area are o matter of inti-
mate concern to them. The Alliance is
thus beginning to extend its defence
activities openly into the Third World
in order to protect whot they see as
their legitimate interests. This is ma-
king NATO into a formal imperial
defence organisation. The new deve-
lopments in Southern Africa, which ap-
pear to have been influenced by the
collopse of Portuguese fascism, are
the first clear signs thaot NATO is
prepared to move ropidly in this di-
rection.

These new NATO moves are cledrly
very dangerous. They do not consti
tute, in and of themselves, massive mi-
litary backing for the South African re-
gime in the confrontotion with libero-
tion forces. That is not the point. The
real danger lies in the future. The
first stage in the liberation of Sou-
thern Africa is now nearly over.

In the next stoge the direct military
pressure on the Republic will increase

greatly. And South Africa will even-
tually have to confront both external
military pressure and internal uphea-
val. If by that time NATO has had its
way, if the more conservotive forces
in the Organisation predominate, the
NATO powers will be faced with an

almost impossible dilemma. South
Africa will have been incorporated,
on an ad hoc basis ot least, into the
western defence system. This could
make it exceedingly difficult for the
NATO powers to leave South Africa
to the mercies of fote. There will be a
strong tendency to provide every pos-
sible assistance to the Republic, for
it will by then be seen as an ally.

Intervention

This is, of course, exactly how the
United States became involved in In-
dochina. No one decided to fight a
major war on mainland Asia. But
many small, or apparently small, de-
cisions were made which eventually
made it impossible to aveoid fighting
one.

The drift towards intervention in
Southern Africa began many years
ago. And the British Conservative
Party establishment, relecting the
concerns and interests of British ond



other multinotionol comporations, has
been the leading force working for
close ties with South Africa. Sir Alec
Douglas Home, for instance, former
Foreign Minister and an elder states-
man of the Tory Party, has been pres-
sing for many years for the extension
of the "NATO umbrella” to Southern
Africa. The argument is usually that
the western countries must be able to
protect the Cope route, which carries
80 per cent of Europe's oil, in_the
event of war. Thoese who hove been
involved in the intensive lobbying for
South Africa, however, know that the
“Cope route” argument is little more
than o smokescreen. South Africa's
supporters have merely used it as o
way of presenting on opparently ac-
ceptable argument for co-operation
with that country. In private they ac-
knowledge thot they are looking for
ways to "come to the assistance of
our potential allies.” The now famous
Conservative  Commonwealth and
Overseas - Council document of Fe-
bruary 1970, for instance, spoke open-
ly of the need to prepare for the “de-
fence of the Cope route and Southern
Africa.

The second step was the organisa-
tion of massive and persistent pres-
sure within NATO itself to move to-
wards cooperation with South Africa.
Again, this pressure was usally orga-

nised around arguments about “the

Soviet maritime threot” in the Indian
Ocean and the South Atlantic. The
South African lobby inside NATO
come into the open with the oppoint-
ment in 1972 of a subcommittee on
this “threat” in the NATO Assembly.
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At its annual meeting in the fall of
thot year in Bonn the Assembly pas-
sed Recommendation 22, which re-
quested the NATO Council to authe-
rize contingency planning for the pro-
tection of the Caope route. This was
only a recommendation by an advi-
sory body of NATO parliomentarions.
But it was an importont political step.
For many knew thot the reol purpose
of the recommendation was to carry
NATO towards closer ties with Portu-
guese coloniolism and the Vorster re-
gime.

Plans for Intervention

The passage of Recommendation 22
elicited some concern in a number of
western Parlioments and among other
observers. Enquiries were maode. Each
time however, the answer was that
nothing had hoppened, that no ac-
tion had been taken. In early 1974
the truth began to come out. The
authors of a reaport prepared for the
United MNotions Committee on Deco-
lonization discovered that the NATO
Defence Planning Committee had
octually acted on the Assembly's re-
commendation and that contingency
planning wos well under way.

They discovered, furthermore, that
consultations had token ploce in
early 1974 on the means of implemen-
ting the recommendation. Senio
MNATO officers were clearly indica-
ting that once contingency plans had
been drawn up, NATO would have to
proceed to bring adequate forces to
o state of readiness if the Cape route
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waos to be protected. And this, it was
said, would necessarily involve South
Africa. For no plan to police the
Southern oceans or protect the Cape
route could be implemented without
South African baoses, communications
facilities and even naval and air units.
All these activities, as well as apparent
plans for the future, remained secret
until the spring of last year. It was
hoped that the United Nations Com-
mittee on Decolonizotion would pub-
licly call attention to the matter and
give some warning to those in a posi-
tion to help prevent further military
involvement with the white regimes.
This proved a vain hope. Western
missions at the United Nations exerted
direct pressure on the Secretariot and
the report. notwithstanding the symp-
athetic reception from certain delego-
tions, was suppressed.

In May, however, the report surfaced
in the Dutch Parliament. There was a
small storm in the Western European
newspapers and a parliamentary en-
quiry was called for by the Dutch. On
14 May the NATO press Secretary
in Brussels publicly odmitted thot
SACLANT (Supreme Allied Command
in the Atlantic) had in foct been
secretly authorised to proceed with
contingency planning. He indicated ot
the time that SACLANT planners were
considering not only the possible
options for NATO in wartime but also
the options in “crisis situations”. Dutch
members of Parliament were unable to
clarify the meaning of this term in the
subsequent enquiry, despite the fact
that both the Dutch Minister of Foreign
Affairs and the Defence Minister pro-

Simonstown noval bose
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vided full confirmation ot the time of
the facts revealed in the U. N. report.
It is worth noting that the Department
of Defense in Washington was denying
the existence of any such plans at the
very moment when a major row was
developing in Europe. A real effort was
being made, not only in the US but in
Great Britain as well, to keep the whole
affair out of the limelight Western
Governments seemed to be very an-
xious to avoid the opprobrium of in-
volvement in a tacit alliance with the
white regimes.

NATO Moving South

During the post summer the situation
changed radically. Official spokesmen
no longer tried to prevent discussion of
the NATO commitment. They actually
went out of their way to brief journao-
lists and others on what was going on.
More and more reports of NATO acti-
vities, of manoeuvers with South Afri-
can forces and of consultotions with
the South African military were accept-
ed as a matter of course. Listeners and
readers in Western countries were in-
creasingly exposed to the news that
NATO was moving south. What was
particularly striking was the apparent
attempt on the part of western military
circles to gather support for the exten-
sion of military commitments to South
Africa.

An article by Drew Middleton in the
New York Times of July 24 provides a
rather striking illustration of the point.
Mr. Middleton is the Times defense
correspondent, and he is close to the
Pentagon. His article, entitled _.NATO's
Vulnerable 5ea Lones”, mokes a num-
ber of exceedingly important points.
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The first is that the “primary problem
facing the Atlantic Alliance” is to
ensure the supply of oil and essential

minerals in the event of war. The
second is that, because of this, the sea
lanes around Southern Africa from the
Persian Gulf "have become the most
important naval area in the world".
The third is that in the event of a
“crisis”, the “most likely development”
would be "an undeclared war by Soviet
submarines against Western shipping
around the Cope of Good Hope®. This
last, of course, is sheer military non-
sense and was described as such by the
Director of the CIA in Congressional
testimony earlier this year. (see the
New York Times, August 3, 1974)
Nonetheless, Mr. Middleton was mov-
ing towards the obvious conclusion.
This was that North Atlantic planners
were moving towards “the establish-

ment of a working relationship with

South Africa on the protection of the
(Cape) route”.

This means precisely what the Pentagon
denied contingency planning meant. It
means that “the protection of the
Southern oceans” must involve South
African bases, communications facili-
ties and, probably, naval and air units.
Mr. Middleton speaks with authority
and his article must be seen as reflect-
ing a view which the US Department of
Defense is now prepared to see dis-
cussed openly.

What is surprising is that so far almost
nothing has been said about the matter
by anyone in a position to raise effec-
tive objections. And this despite the
obvious lessons of the collapse of Por-
tuguese power in Africa and of the
tragic path of US involvement in Indo-
china.

Events are now moving very rapidly.
It was revealed in London on Septem-
ber 1 that the NATO Military Commit-
tee, which advises Secretary-General
Luns, has taken a secret decisision to
negotiate with South Africa about the
use of Simonstown as a NATO base.
The Military Committee is headed by
Admiral Peter Hill-Morton, former
Commander of UK Combined Serv-
ices, ond a strong advocate of closer
relations with South Africa. Hill-Nerton,
in fact, believes that the extension of
a “NATO umbrela” to South Africa is
absolutely essential to Greot Britain
and other European powers. This move
is being made at a time when conser-
vative circles in Britain have scored
more than one important success in the
battle for closer ties with the apartheid
Centurion on the Southern approaches.
In August they somehow persuaded the
UK Cabinet Defense Committee to
over-rule the Minister of the Navy,

Frank Judd, and to authorise the Royal

Navy te send a nine-ship force to
engage in joint manoceuvers with South
Africa. Judd had been able until then
to resist pressures to undertoke such
manoceuvers under the terms of the
Simonstown aggreement. South Africa,
however, had threatened to terminate
the agreement.

A great deal else is happening, but the
proposal to make Simonstown a NATO
base seems at this time the most
important issue. |f those who now press
for such an arrangement are success-
ful, South Africa will have achieved a
major victory in its campaign to draw
the Western powers to its side as allies
in the coming confrontation in the
region.

The recent Labour Government decision
to "abandon” the Simonstown aggree-
ment must be seen against the back-
ground of these negotiations. If the
NATO Military Committee is successful,
then the Simonstown agreement
naturally becomes redundant. British
forces can always use the base under
a NATO agreement as opposed to a
bilateral one. There is a real possibility
that the Labour Government, which is
known to be reluctant to break ties with
South Africa, is trying to acdchieve o
propaganda victory while protecting its
flank, as it were, by permitting NATO
to dig in where it fears to tread.

Whatever hoppens, one thing is cer-
tain. The NATO powers, publicly and
secretly, are developing o dangerous
tacit alliance with South Africa.

(From: Southern Africa, New York)
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Not long ago South African newspo-
pers carried an invitation to a “Blue
Goose reunion dinner” in a Johannes-
burg restourant. Few readers attached
any importance whatever to it |t
could have been just another get-to-
gether of olumni or on innocuous
gathering of former business asso-
ciates.

But there was nothing harmless about
this particular reunion, for the Blue
Goose was the shoulder poatch em-
blem of the white mercenaries in the
Congo (now Zaire) in the sixties.
The dinner, the occasion for which
turned out to be the "tenth anniver-
sary of the occupation of Stanleyville”
(now Kisangani). wos sponsored by o
“central organisation” for recruiting
volunteers for military operations in
“adjacent African countries”; in par-
ticular, Angola and Mozambique.
And not only in the South African Re-
public were mercenaries being muste-
red. At roughly the same time the
“Rhodesion Herald” carried in its ad-
vertising columns @ summons (o
members of “"No. 5 Commando” to
“report for a reunion”. A few days
loter “soldiers of fortune” who haod
once fought under the notorious Co-
lonel Michael Hoare, dubbed "Maod
Mike” because of his brutality, gathe-
red in a Solisbury villa.

The participants in the get-togethers
were in high spirits, for things were
looking up for them ofter ten baod
years — after the fiasco in the Congo,
the failure of the November 1970 sally
in Guinea, the suppression of the se-
paratists rebellion in Nigeria, and, fi-
nally, the ending in 1972 of interne-
cine warfare in the Southern Sudan,
in which they also had a hand.

This time their services were needed

MERGENARIE

in Angola and Mozambique, where
the reactionaries are trying to pre-
vent advance towards independence.
The news from there was encouraging
for the mercenaries: clashes in Lu-
anda, the capital of Angola, in which
150 people had been killed, separa-
tist action in the Caobinda Enclave,
and the attempt ot a coup in Mozam-
bique in September.

The ultra-Right made it plain that they

were out to set up in Angole and
Mozambique regimes patterned after
South Africa and Rhodesia, where the
white minority rule the destinies of
millions of Africans, and for this ve-
terans of earlier coloniaol gambles
were needed.

Anticipating Good Hunting

Late one evening a military patrol no-
ticed in one of the streets of the Mo-
zambique copitol a heavily looded
jeep that was having difficulty in ne-
gotioting o rise in the rood. The be-
haviour of the driver too was suspi-
cious. The jeap was stopped and
searched. It wos found to- be padked
full of ammunition and firearms, and
the driver turned out to be o former
mercenary from No. 5 Commando, a
Luxemburger nomed Pierre René. He
was unable to explain where he had
got the ammunition and weapons, and
why they were poacked in crotes for
detergents.

Shortly aofterwards, two other former
mercenaries were detoined in the
area Teté, near the Rhodesian fron-
tier. They testified that they had cros-
sed over from Rhodesia, where they
had undergone special training at o
camp headed by a war criminal, for-
mer chief inspector of the Mozambi-
que secret police Joaquim Sabino,
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who hod fled the country last May.
Thus were discovered the first strings
leading to a white extremist organi-
sation plotting against Mozambique's
new guthorities.

This activity is associoted by Western
press commentotors with the above-
mentioned Michoel Hoare, 52, a for-
mer British ammy officer born in India
and brought ug in Ireland, who mode
a “name” for himself in the Congo.
After being expelled from that country,
he worked for o time as an accoun-
tant.

Shortly ofter the new turn of events
in Angola and Mozambique, he sho-
wed up in South Africa, where he has
secretly begun to gather together his
former associates.

Hoare is reported 40 have said thot
to “clean up” Mozambique he needs
six to eight months and o thousand
picked cutthroots copable of waging
a "“real” war of annihilation. He is
signing up former mercenaries who
haove proved their reliability, as well
as newcomers — military experts with
police or regular ammy training. There
is o particulorly big demand for fly-
ers, who are offered the fat salary of
$1,500 a month. It is also planned to
set up under the command of white
officers Africon detochments of “Fle-
cheurs” (Arrows) patterned after the
Kotanga gendormerie of Moise
Tshombe's time.

Another mercenary chief, now busy in
Angola, is Colonel Armand, whose
past is no less unsavoury: he was
with the OAS in Algeria where he
landed in prison, and then toock part
in the Nigerian civil war on the se-
paratist side, where he escaped cop-
ture by a miracle, managing to leave
Biafra by plane 'literally minutes be-

SOUTH AFRICAN EXPORTS TO NORDIC COUNTRIES . . . the following chart gives the details of . .
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fore MNigerian asmy troops took the
separatists’ last landing strip.

MNot long ago a reporter of the lta-
lian "L'Europec” interviewed the co-
lonel in o cofé on Chomps-Elysées in
Paris just before his departure for
Angola. His purpese in geing? A
coup d'état. How many men did he
have? The colonel could not say, but
he assured the reporter that they
were all “tried and tested” veterans
of the Congo and Biafra wars.

Those Who Pay The Piper

Mercenaries take to arms not for the
sake of ideals, but for money, and,
judging by everything, big money.
Who supplies it?

Jorge Pereira Jardim was already ot
the age of 27 a minister in the Sala-
zar Government, and remained a
“good friend” of the Portuguese dicta-
tor to the end of his life.

In 1952 he went to Africa, where he
lived until recently. He describes
himself as a "Fascist idealist”. "I've
been fighting national liberation con-
tinuously ever since 1952, he says.
But for all thot he is primarily a big
businessman, the owner of many in-
dustrial enterprises and of the Mo-
zambique newspaper '“Noticias da
Beria”. And his ties with Western mo-
nopolies operating in Africa are com-
mon knowledge.

It was on the recommendation of
these monopolies thot Jardim flew
from Mozambique to Lisbon immedia-
tely after the fall of the fascist regime
in Portugal. But here he was given a
cool reception and ordered not to
leave the city. Whereupon Jardim
barricaded himself in the Malawi
Embassy and for severol doys black-
moiled the authorities, threatening to

blow up the Embassy building. Orders
were issued for his arrest, but he ma-
naged to escope and make his way
to South Africa, where he had secret
negotiations in Johannesburg, Preto-
ria and Copetown. According to the
South African "Rapport”, he told the
newspaper's interviewer that a detai-
led plan had already been worked
out for attacks on instolations in Zam-
bia and Tanzania. The South African
press reports thot large quantities of
weapons and ammunition are being
secretly shipped, mostly by sea, to
Lourenco Marques.

In this connection the name of the
big British Businessman Ronald Web-
ster, of Webster Aviation, Conventry,
has come in for frequent mention in
the Western press. His company is
said to supply Jardim with twin-engi-
ned ten-seater Hawviland Doves air-
craft, o type used by the RAF, through
the ogency of retired Portuguese air
force colonel Oliverra Souza. A sup-
porter of the Smith regime in Rhode-
sioa, Webster believes that “UDI
would be the correct answer for the
Poriuguese colonies”. It can hardly be
assumed that this is merely the pri-
vate opinion of this man who is at
home in the head office of companies
far more powerful than his own.

There is every reason to believe that
the white ultros are encouraged and
subsidized by influential Western
quarters with a stake in the preserva-
tion of the colonial order in the for-
mer Portuguese colonies and in bol-
stering up the racist regimes. These
quarters are primarily the Western
neo-colonialist monopolies, and above
all the mining interests, for whom ex-
ploitation of the natural wealth and
manpower reserves of Southern Africa
is a source of lush profits.

. (R1 = $1.40)
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Case histories on the tragic results of...

Recently Mrs. Edith Schobel, a journa-
list from the Federal Republic of Ger-
many, undertook an assignment to
“study the impact of Apartheid on the
lives of Women and Children”.

The assignment which was on behalf of
the Women's International Democratic
Federation took four weeks, ot the end
of which Mrs. Schobel brought back
23 tapes of interviews recorded under
extremely difficult and, often dange-
rous, conditions.

Mrs. Schobel said in her report to the
WIDF, that she has all the names of
those interviewed which for security
reasons she will give only to the Secre-
toriot of the Federation.

Hereunder are some abridged but
unedited excerpts from her inter-
views . ..

An African Housewife-Cape Town

| was born in 1922 from o fomily from
the Ciskei in the Cape and | was
brought up in 5tellenbosh in the
Western Cope. | got married in 1952
to o school teacher. He resigned from
teaching when they introduced this
Bantu Education. Open education waos
divided, number one best was for the
white people and second best for the
Coloured, then the third class for Afri-
cans. So he refused to teach the third
class and resigned. He then came to
Cope Town where he got o job as a
toxi driver. He worked for the toxis
from 1958 to 1960, then he was put in
detention for a yeor.

This was during the S5Stote of Emer-
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gency: We were detained for
emergency regulations in 1960; my
husband was detained in another jail
and | was in another because we were
politicians and we believed in not
carrying passes. We had demonstrat-
ions and political campaign against
these poss laws. The police have to ask
for a poss and if you don't have it, you
have to go to jail, so we protested and
it was a whole mass protest, thousands
of people in the whole of South Africa.
The Government declared an emer-
gency and we were all detained.

My husband wos one of the first to be
arrested. | had hidden for two months
and thereafter .| was also arrested. |
left my four children behind. The eldest
one got sick ond he died ofter two
months from what the hospital said was
meningitis.

While we were in detention my other
children had been looked after by my
aged mother who was eighty then.

In 1961 my husband was arrested for
the stay-ot-home strike. This was during
the time of the 14 days detention. After
14 doys he was found not guilty and
discharged.

In 1961, he wos oarrested under the
90-day Law; all the politicians belong-
ing to the ANC including my husband.
In 1963 he was detained again wuntil
1964, for one year. During the time he
was in jail the Defence and Aid used
to aid us with food und rent. It is now
banned. .

In 1964 he was released and went to|

work in Seoc Point. In 1965 he waos
arrested ogain under the 180-day

Detention Law. In July 1966 there was
a court case and they were discharg-
ed. In 1967 he was arrested again and
sentenced to three months. They soid
he was talking to someone who was
banned. He has been banned for the
last ten years. He lost his job as a
taxi driver because they banned him
from going to town, so he stayed home
for five months then he got a job at
Woolworths. At Woolworths he started
with R 13 o week; working as a toxi
driver he earned R 20 o week plus com-
mission which could earn him up to
R 30 to R 40 o week, so he went right
down to R 13 a week.

| stay in a little Council house, it has
two rooms and a dinning room and o
little kitchen; we call it four rooms in
all. My family are six. | pay R11.61 a
month rent. There is no bathroom, we
have a separate toilet outside, we have
no lights.

African Women Trade Unionist-
Johannesburg.

Although | was a worker myself in the
Clothing Industry, due to the legis-
lation which was passed by the Govern-
ment that African women should not
mix with the registered union, so in
1953 our black union was established
and we were to be separated from the
white registered ond recognised union.
The time is very opportune that we
should establish more bladk wunions
although we realise that the govern-
ment is out to kill black unions by
new legislation. it amended the Na-
tive Lobour Settlement of Disputes
Act which provide for the formation of
ligison committees or workers com-
mittees. If pressure is put on the em-
ployers that this legislation should be
carried out, it may be very, very dan-
gerous for our union. As it is, we have
the cooperation of the clothing indu-
stryy We settle the disputes, they
don't run to the Labour Department.
They realise and recognise our union
even though it is not recognised by
the Law.

By the Government making an amend-
ment to the old legislation, it is try-
ing to moke the world believe that
now it has sort of changed and is gi-
ving the African the right to strike.
But in proctice thot connot be pos-
sible because, while workers have to
decide on their own that they want
to strike, there is then that long pro-
cess in between. They cannot strike
until after 30 days, while during that
time there are negotiations with the
Labour Department and by the time,
the workers would even have lost in-
terest in taking part in the strike.

If workers demands would be perhaps
1)



enough to eat

District Six in Cope Town

made through an independent orga-
nisation like a union, it would be a
different case. | find that with the
workers committees the employer will
have to oppoint people to serve on
such committees or the workers to
elect their colleagues to be members
of those works committee. Which wor-
kers would like to be victimized by an
employer and which worker® would sit
and negotiate with an employer for
better working conditions.

| personally, if | was in a factory |
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would be wvery silent and probably
just do my work and earn that wage
no matter what it is, especiolly be-
cause Black workers have got so many
obstacles which prevent them from to-
king a job in another industry.

| would say the workers were victo-
rious with those recent strikes be-
cause they got a little increment but
not enough; it is very very little. We
believe that if workers had any other
way of communicating with their em-
ployers for better woges, — especially

that the research officers of the In.
stitute of Roce Relations, the Wage
Investigating Department of the Uni-
versity of Natal have established that
the poverty datum line today is
R25.00 a week and you will find that
most of our Black workers are still
earning far below that R25.

One other fact is that the workers
are victimised for pressing their cose
by down-grading. When a worker-
starts saying, "“Look man, | have been
working for you for 15 years but you
have never even thought of promo-
ting me to o better occupation.” . . .
just for pleading to the employer thot
worker is dismissed. We don't think
that is fair, | mean this worker has
contributed almost half of his life to
the employer but there is no recogni-
tion for his labour. :

The high dismissal rates, the perpe-
tual threat in industries, particularly
industries where there are no trade
unions and no mouthpiece for the
workers, no communication whatso-
ever, you find that to work under
these conditions “Oh, ot any
time | can be dismissed” ... and
mishandling of the workers | can say
makes the workers so unhappy.

And you know one other thing is that
you are quite oware we have to carry
passes and these passes are most ob-
structing documents. You find that an
employer engages an African today,
he hos to send thot African worker
within 72 hours for registration and
when he'she comes back the employer
says, "No, | have changed my mind,
| am not going to employ you".

What hardship this person has to en-
dure at the Pass Office. They will
think he is not very serious in getting
employment and it may even lead to
him being deported or being endor-
sed out of that area. Say for instance
he comes from MNatal, he may be en-
dorsed out because of the pass. So
these are the things we want the em-
ployer to look into.

| think one of the most important is
that the workers are dismissed in
the clothing industry. If the worker is
dismissed after 1st December, then
she is due to get full additional poy
for holiday pay. Which is 3 weeks and
3 days. But employers are apt to dis-
miss workers, say at the end of No-
vember or just towards the end of No-
vember so thot they must pay them
&% on holiday pay instead of for a.
full holiday pay.

An African worker is dismissed at the
end of each year and taken on at the
beginning of the next year. You see
what the practice is particularly in the
homelands. A worker would be dis-



missed without any cause, let me say
she stoys ot home for 3 to 6 months . . .
a worker is a worker . . . she is in need
of employment, her livelihood depends
only on her labour. So you find that
this worker would come back again to
the factory and ask for re-employment,
and when she is taken again, she is no
longer taken on the wages that she
was earning before. Now they have a
record or a reference service card but
the employer would ignore the wage on
the reference card and take her, know-
ing very well that she is an experienced
worker. He will employ her ogain as a
beginner to start right from the bottom.
| think all these things bring more
hardship to black workers.

It is very difficult for us to penetrate the
Homelands because the Government
has closed all doors for anybody to
interfere with Homelands. Yes, it is
worse with blacks because the Govern-
ment maintains that Homelonds are its
baby and it looks after them.

Men still earn higher wages than the
female on the same type of work. Even
in our industry, although the union is
trying to change that set-up, the
employers are very difficult to move on
it. The wage gop between the men and
women performing the same kind of
work is very wide.

Domestic Worker — Cape Town

. Well, to be a domestic, first of all

you don’t belong to any trade union,
you don't get any sick benefits. You get
holidays, sometimes two weeks, it all
depends on your employer and there
is no such thing as sick leave you
know. So you are really nothing.
. . . Domestics work about from 8 in
the morning till 8 at night, except when
you go baby-sitting, working extra
hours, then they work sometimes till
12 for which they don't get paid after-
wards.

. A girl working for a poor family
will get about 10 Rands a month, then
a girl working for a rich family, shall get
40 Rands, and a girl working for an
average family will get about 30 Rands.

. . Well, we got a case, a maid that
started 6 O'clock in the morning work-
ing right through to the afterncon with-
out a break. And in the evening ot
nine O'clock she finishes work. In an-
other case a girl worked with a family
for eight years already, she never had
a holiday, not even on Sunday, and
she worked for 20 Rands a month.

. | know another girl working for
10 years for 5 Rands o month, a whole
month's wages.

There is very much child labour in

Capetown. Girls from eight years are
working . . .

Research Worker — Johannesburg

. . . About 65 to 70 per cent of the
black population in this country is
illiterate, but a population with 26 mil-
lion — 4 million being white and about
18 to 19 million Africans, and the rest
are Coloureds and Asians.

. It is compulsory for all white
d'llldren to go to school. The Govern-
ment pays for them completely. That
works out to about 250 to 260 Rands o
year that the Government sponsors
each white school dhild, perhaps just
under a million.

The black scheol dchildren, there are
many millions at the right age, but
the Government does not make edu-
cation compulsory, in fact they make it
very difficult. They don't build schools,
they don't employ teachers, they pay
the teachers paltry woges and often
irregularly. The bladk teacher with a
university degree would earn a maxi-
mum of about 140 Rands a month,
whereas a white teacher who is just
starting with the same degree would
earn about 280 to 300 Rands a month.
The Government provides about
16 Rands per bladk dhild for education
compared to 250 to 260 Ronds for a
white child. Every aspect of education
is discriminatory.

Student = University
of Western Cape

. The whole structure of education is
wrong because we find these different
education -coloured education und so-

called Bantu education, Indioan edu-
cation, and white, Christian, national-
Christian education. So the whole
educational structure is built to main-
tain the present stotuts quo in the
country.

Secretary — Durban

. . . The whites are given free school-
books; the blacks are given no free
books at all. The people who really
need it are not given it.

Employee, Town Administration
of Soweto — Johannesburg

. . . People in Soweto have to pay for
the first year 500 Rands to educate
the child. Where will these families
here get that money? You can't ...

Worker — Durban

... Well, we understand thot in other
countries people go to school at Go-
vernment expense from a certain age
until trade or matriculation. But the
education is Government owned. We
shall like to have an educaotion like
that, compulsoery and free, because
we don't have money to pay for our
schooling. We have to pay and buy
our books, our own uniforms, from
scratch up to the last. That is why most
of us cannot afford high school edu-
cation.

... The Government did tell us that
we would be paid money for skilled
jobs. But now, where are we going to
be skilled? Becouse the schools are

Houses bulldozed in order to enforce removols to barren areas




not provided. f the schools were
there and people could attend it, then
it would be another case. But now the
school is not there.

Worker — Durban

..+ In the school the children learn
the history of the white man, not their

history . . .

Housewife — Durban
... We are told that the good white

man came here in 1652 to civilize the
uncivilized sovage black man. They
might talk about the war the black
man murdered the white man, the
black man brutally massacred the
white man, ond the poor white man
was murdered by this ferocious black
man. You see, its all psychological, so
that as on Indian if | am reading
about the Dutch and the African, I'm
made to feel that Africans are a ter-
rible roce and I'm outomatically
geared to thinking the white man is
o good guy.

Institute Director

... You con't really choose who's
going to teach you and you can't
choose what you're going to learn or
what you're going to be tought. Tha
so-colled black universities are limited
in the tuition they can provide.

Black Community Programme

... Education itself is not the answer,
it is more what kind of education
you're getting and what you're edu-
caoted for. ¥ you are not educating
people to be free is to educate them
for oppression, to be slaves.

Speaker for SASO

... We release books almost every
year. Our recent book, The Creativity
of Black Development has just been
banned. It works as o history book
each year. This year we have already
compiled material for next year's
issue. We are oware that bladck people
are not aollowed to go into archives
and this history of South Africa has
olways been written by whites with &
white perspective, and it cannot be
objective research.

.+. | was expelled from the University,
and lots of other students were expel-
led because of political beliefs and
because of principles.

... All the committees, even the com-
mittee that expelled me, were com-
pletely white. | felt this wos unfair,

and when | roised these complaints
... | wos expelled, the students boy-
cotted lectures in protest and they
also were expelled, ond o lot of them
were not readmitted. The some thing
has hoppened with students in the
University of Western Cape. Students
complained of injustice, and instead of
this injustice being ottended to;
being solved, the only solution, the
standard solution in South Africa, is
to kick the student out of school. And
that is to kil the people who com-
plain; if you kill them there will be
nobody to complain.

... And now this year eight leaders
were banned. They were banned for
involvement in the Blacdk Peoples
Convention and for involvement in the
South African Students Organisation.

Em ee, Town Administration
of — Johannesburg

... The hospitol service is something
the people hove to pay for themsel-
ves. They pay 50 cents. Every patient
who wants to be ottended has to pay
50 cents, either in the clinic or in the
hospital. We are having only one
hespital for these million peoples.

. . . The white doctors are getting, say
R 100, then the Indians are getting
R 75, then the Coloureds would get
R 50 ond the Block would get R 45
That is how the scales are worked out.
. . . You find thot in rural oreas there
is not even a single clinic, and when
people fall ill there it is difficult for
them to get to a doctor who is eighty
miles oway. And transport is bad.

Medical Doctor — Johannesburg

. . . Malnutrition is the background to
so much of our sickness. In particular
we think aobout dhildren growing up
under very odverse and unfavourable
circumstances, with a pitifully small
income to the family. We find that of
all our children that we see at out-
patient departments or at periferal
clinics, 35 per cent are below thot
weight at which they could be said to
be reasonably well-nourished. And
when we consider the in-patients,
those who come into the hospital for
whatever reason you like to imagine,
a broken leg or measles or whooping-
cough or pneumonia then the figure is
as high as 76 per cent of children who
are below an occeptoble weight for
their oge. We know, for instance, if
these children persist below this weight
level, then we shall find that they go
over into malnutrition, Kwashiorkor or
scurvy. So malnutrition is one of our
worst diseases.

Journalist — Johannesburg

. . . Since the early sixties, Dr. Verwoerd
propounded o theory that South Africa
is not a single state but a multinational
state with different nations, a theory
which implied that 87 per cent of South
Africa does not belong to the Black
man, it belongs to the white people.
Therefore, in a city like Johannesburg
we are regarded as foreigners und we
do not have economic and civil rights
and that kind of thing. | think that is
the basic problem in this country.

Speaker for Black Sash

(White women's
Apartheid)
. . . | can assure you, most South Afri-

cans have never spoken, | mean white
South Africans, to a African, Indian or

movement ogoinst

Coloured person, unless it's in o
master-servant relationship, and you
find these idiotic things, like the

doctors of Baragwanoth hospital, bladk
and white cannot wuse the same
canteen focilities. So they connot sit
down and discuss o case over tea as
doctors do. The Nursing Council have
been separated on rocial grounds . . .

Speaker of Black Community
Programme, Durban

. . . The Government says that no indi-
vidual tribesman con own land, land
belengs to the tribe, and the tribe be-
longs to the chief and the chief belongs
to the Government = so in the end all
land belongs to the Government and
not anybody else.

. « . But then, even between groups as
such, you will find thot the coloured
women will get more money than the
Indian woman, ond the Indion woman
will get more money than the African
woman, which is o thing which is de-
signed in the policy of the country so
that Black people will be divided
among themselves.

Artist — Johannesburg

. . . Well, a lot of the older Africans,
say from 35 years upwards, are full-
time professionals, or have been. Until
a few years ogo they could get work.
If they were musicians they could work
in a white night-club ond perform, but
aofter 1965 to 66 this was stopped by
the Government. They stopped perfor-
mances by blacks in white areas, so this
form of income was lost. So many of
them starve from one job to another.
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