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Dear Readers, 

Thanks to you, Southern Africa is back. At a time when the 
magazine really needed your support, hundreds of you, ranging 
from an entire church congregation to a prison inmate, responded 
to our appeal with a tremendous outpouring of financial and 
moral support. This issue is the direct result of your concern and 
support and we think it is a good one. The September issue 
features, among others, an exclusive r, port on the 1982 com
memoration of the June 16, 1976 uprisings from a special cor
respondent inside Soweto; an update on CIA activities in southern 
Africa; a report on the TransAfrica conference, and the latest in 
the Namibia negotiations.  

For the remainder of this year (October, November, and 
December) Southern Africa will appear in this abbreviated for
mat, which will allow us to re-establish contact with our writers, 
printers and distributors. Beginning with the New Year, Southern 
Africa will resume its normal, ten-issue full length appearance, 
with all the news you need to keep up with the struggle for justice 
in southern Africa.  

And your support has made it possible.  

A Luta Continua, 

The Southern Africa Committee 
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Namibla Talks 

Despite assertions by US officials on July 
13 that the first phase of negotiations toward 

a Namibian settlement has reached a "suc
cessful conclusion," substantial questions 
remain as to how much progress has actually 
been made.  

US State Department officials reacted 
ecstatically when SWAPO and the frontline 
states agreed June 15 to postpone a final 
determination of the voting system to be 
used in future Namibian elections for a con
stituent assembly. Two days later, South 
African Prime Minister P.W. Botha an
nounced that Pretoria was dropping its ob
jection to UN participation in supervising 
the elections because of the international 
body's alleged pro-SWAPO bias.  

The apparent resolution of these two 
issues, which have long blocked discussion 
of other settlement points, was identified as 
a."milestone" by US officials.  

Such claims overlook the fact that 
SWAPO has only temporarily shelved a 
final determination of an electoral process.  
Its firm stand in support of a one-person, 
one-vote system opposed by South Africa re
mains unchanged and is unlikely to change 
whenever discussions return to this question.  

Furthermore, while Pretoria has aban
doned its objections to UN "partiality," 
Botha immediately raised another precondi
tion for a settlement: removal of Cuban 
troops from Angola. Until the 15,000 Cuban 
soldierl in Angola are withdrawn from that 
country, the apartheid regime has declared 
that its occupying forces will remain in 
Namibia.  

Faced with continuing South African at
tacks in southern Angola, Luanda has re
jected this condition. Without the Cuban 
presence, they argue, Angolan sovereignty 
would be threatened by South African ag
gression.  
As a result of the alleged "milestone" 

achieved in June, "proximity talks" be
tween the five nation Western Contact 
Group (Britain, France, West Germany, 
Canada and the United States) and SWAPO 
and the frontline states began in New York

L t

on July 6. These discussions were continuing 
in late July.  

To date, the major outcome of the talks 
has been a report submitted to the UN 
Security Council by the Contact Group on 
July 12. The document outlined principles 
regarding a Namibian constituent assembly 
and constitution which "all parties to the 
negotiations now accept." 

A close examination of the principles, 
however, reveals that they are virtually iden
tical to those contained in a contact group 
proposal offered in late January of this year.  
These constitutional principles, which en
compass guarantees for fundamental rights, 
a three-tier government and other provisions 
to be implemented in a settlement, were ac
cepted by SWAPO and the frontline states at 
the time. But they rejected a sectiojl of the 
proposal providing for a "one-person, two
vote" electoral system that would favor 
South Africa's Namibian protege, the 
Democratic Turnhalle Alliance (DTA).  

With the Namibian conflict now costing 
South Africa over $1.17 billion annually, 
and the failure of the Reagan administration 
to achieve any clear-cut foreign policy suc
cesses so far, both Pretoria and Washington 
appear, in the Western press, more eager for 
progress on Namibia. Their most recent pro
posals, however, indicate they are seeking 
solutions on their-and South Africa's
own terms.  

Swaziland Land Deal 

In a move designed to strengthen long
term white minority control, South Africa 
announced this June that it planned to hand 
over almost 2000 square miles of land and a 
million people to a neighboring state.  

The plan involves assigning land from two 
different ethnic "homelands" or bantustans 
in South Africa to Swaziland, a small former 
British colony independent since 1968.  

The current move would eliminate Kang
wane, the third smallest "homeland," and 
remove a significant strip of land from the 
KwaZulu bantustan, which has so far re
fused to accept the so-called benefits of in
dependence. It would make involuntary 
Swazi citizens out of some 750,000 men and 
women from Kangwane, and between 
80,000 and 130,000 people from In
gwavuma, the KwaZulu area-arbitrarily 
terminating their South African citizenship.
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The Scheme has obvious advantages for 
South Africa and Swaziland, but both par
ties may have seriously underestimated the 
costs of the agreement. It has already 
generated a storm of protest at the grass 
roots level, has moved "homeland" leader 
Chief Gatsha Buthelezi to challenge the 
Pretoria regime in a series of court actions, 
and may bring Swaziland the open condem
nation of its fellow states in the Organization 
of African Unity, due to meet in August.  

On the possible benefit side Swaziland 
gains some poor land, people, a long desired 
corridor to the sea and presumably South 
African gratitude, which Swazi rulers may 
hope to see expressed in tangible financial 
form. On the other hand South Africa is cer
tain to want something in return for its 
generosity, most likely in the form of a 
military security agreement and guarantees 
that will deny the African National Congress 
access to Swaziland,,a potentially valuable 
corridor from Mozambique back home.  

In the past, while exercising considerable 
caution, Swazi ruler King Sobhuza has 
allowed an ANC refugee presence in his 
country. In the future, as armed struggle 
escalates, Pretoria will want to be certain 
that no guerrillas can seek sanctuary inside 
Swazi borders.  

South Africa's move seems consistent 
with its overall separate development plan.  
Pretoria may also have hoped to undermine 
internal resistance to its "homeland" policy 
by cutting into the constituency of Chief 
Buthelezi, who has chosen the complex role 
of vociferously opposing separate develop
ment while continuing to function as head of 
government in the South African appointed 
Kwazulu bantustan administration.  

Whatever the intention, the deal has pro
voked massive protest across the political 
spectrum ranging from the Azanian 
People's Organization (AZAPO) to 
Kwazulu Chief Buthelezi himself. Denounc
ing the move, Buthelezi issued warnings that 
the plan could lead to bloodshed, urged 
resistance by nonviolent civil disobedience 
and instituted a series of initially successful 
court cases to block the handover.  

A final decision on the "legality" of the 
land gift awaits a South African Supreme 
Court judgment in early August, and 
whatever the decision the South African 
government can always change the law to 
suit its purpose. But political commentators 
have noted that both Swaziland and South 
Africa are increasingly concerned by the ris
ing opposition which has caught fire in 
response to the land proposals.



NAMIBIA 

More Talk, More Torture 

A notter civilian reported that he had been 
blindfolded with a bag and taken to a place 
where he was suspended by the neck with 
just his toes touching the ground. After be
ing beaten up and subjected to electric shock 
treatment, he was taken with some others, 
including girls, to a dam. The girls were in
decently handled by the security men. All 
were thrown into the dam, still with the bags 
over their heads. The narrator managed to 
swim to safety and help the others out.  

Report on Namibia 
The Southern Africa 
Catholic Bishops Conference 

May 1982 

by Gloria Jacobs

At a time when brutality against civilians 
has become virtually commonplace during 
military encounters, little has been reported 
on the conditions of life in Namibia under 
South African military rule. The country 
continues to be run under South African 
control while international negotiators seek 
to develop an independence plan. As the 
Catholic Bishops Conference report in
dicates, the South Africans are viewed as 
"an army of occupation," whose troops are 
known in Ovambo as omkakunya: "blood
suckers" or "bonepickers." 

The conditions of war-between SWAPO 
and the South African security forces, as 
well as against non-SWAPO Namibians
have existed for years. But now, as'the "con
tact" group of Canada, the US, West Ger
many, France and Britain continue negotia
tions, the South Africans are more eager to 
give a semblance of decency to their role in 
Namibia. Three recent church reports 
destroy that facade. As Bishop Desmond 
Tutu and Rev. Peter Storey of the South 
African Council of Churches report of their 
recent visit, "Some of those whom we met 
conceded that some good was being done by 
certain army personnel, but all the benefit 
that accrued from this kind of work was 
vitiated by the atrocities it was alleged the 
Security Forces were committing against the 
Blacks in the North especially, such as the

Gloria Jacobs is a freelance writer in New 
York City and has been involved in support
ing the struggles ofpeople in southern Africa 
for many years.  
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Lutherans receiving communion in northern Namibla. Church reports 
blamed the South African Defense Force for the bulk of the killings and
destruction of property'there.  
burning down of homes, the harassing and 
detaining, of people, their torturing of them, 
raping women, killing them, laying land
mines which they wanted the people to 
believe was the work of SWAPO, etc., etc."

Army of Terror 
All the reports, including one from a four

person delegation of the British Council of 
Churches, confirm that Namibia is being oc
cupied by an army of terror. In theory, this 
army is trying to win the hearts and minds of 
the people, to sway them from what is recog
nized to be majority support for SWAPO, 
but "the-Security Forces maintain a reign of 
arbitrary terror against which the local peo
ple have now no redress," states the British 
Council of Churches report. The SWAPO

guerrillas, on the other hand, continues tl 
report, are "the people and the people ai 
SWAPO." 

"When the tracks of SWAPO guerrill 
are discovered by the security forces, tl 
local people are in danger. Harsh measuro 
are intensified," say the Catholic Bishop 
"People are blindfolded, taken from the 
homes and left beaten up and even dead 1: 
the roadside. Women are often raped." Ai 
cording to the BCC report, a "particular] 
objectionable" practice is that of attachin 
the bodies of dead villagers to army vehicl( 
and dragging them through the villages, e, 
hibiting them to "their parents, to villagei 
and even to young children in school. T1 
desecration of the dead.. .is very deeply o: 
fensive to the Ovambo people, and totall



counterproductive. Why the Security Forces 
persist with this folly is beyond imagining." 

Against this background of terror the 
apartheid regime has continued to operate 
the constitution it imposed on Namibia after 
sponsoring ethnic elections in 1978. These 
elections, rather than abolishing apartheid, 
enshrined it through a complex "three tier" 
system of government. Key to the whole 
system is the division of the population into 
eleven ethnic groups, with a separate legisla
tive body, executive and bureaucratic struc
ture for each group. This is the "second 
tier" level of government. Thus rather than 
abolishing apartheid it is entrenched in law 
and government. The BCC delegates say 
that before they left for Namibia in Novem
ber 1981, they received a government pam
phlet titled, "An End to Apartheid." Yet 
while in Namibia they saw many church 
schools which had been forced to organize 
along racial lines.  

SWAPO is our Children 
In order to insure compliance with its 

various programs, the South Africans have 
taken to forced conscription of all Nami
bians. Many, such as a group of "coloreds" 
the Catholics spoke to in Windhoek, are 
resisting: "It horrified them to think that 
their young men would be forced to carry 
out the same task as the South African

Security Forces and to participate in what 
would now become a civil war against the 
very people they believed were fighting an 
anti-colonial war of liberation." Because of 
the mass conscription, many young people 
who would once have had to sneak away to 
join SWAPO now go with their parents' 
blessing. "SWAPO is our children," was a 
phrase all the delegates heard throughout the 
country.  

Of those Namibians who are conscripted, 
many are forced to become witnesses, if not 
participants, in the attacks on their people.  
There have been many reports that a detach
ment will break into a home and while Black 
soldiers keep watch over the family, white 
soldiers select the best-looking girls and 
women, take them outside and rape them.  

While attacking South African atrocities, 
the church reports give much support to 
SWAPO and thus take on directly the South 
African claim that they are fighting a "com
munist" menace. The Catholics state that 
receiving arms from Warsaw Pact countries 
does not make a liberation movement Marx
ist. But, they add, "Whatever the Marxist 
tendencies of SWAPO, it seems to be a 
movement with powerful popular support, 
inspiring little apprehension in the majority 
of Christians in Namibia and looked upon as 
certain to win any free and fair elections held 
under United Nations supervision." E,

NAMIBIA

Churchmen Speak Out 

Seven southern African church leaders 
recently joined the Namibian peace effort in 
a wide-ranging Spring "peace offensive" 
that carried them across Europe and North 
America. The churchmen condemned South 
Africa for stalling the peace process while in
creasing the militarization of the north and 
brutalizing the population.  

Representing the major church bodies in 
Namibia, as well as the South African Coun
cil of Churches and the All Africa Con
ference of Churches, they spoke with 
negotiators, church leaders and activists in 
the five Western contact countries.  

Their visit to this country included a ses
sion with "Assistant Secretary of State for 
African Affairs Chester Crocker and staff.  
"We were amazed at how poorly informed 
they were," said the Rev. Albertus 
Maasdorp, general secretary of the Council 
of Churches of Namibia. "They tried to tell 
us that we, who have lived with these people 
all our lives, did not understand South 
African intentions," he continued.  

The Washington-officials were very sur
prised to find that the ministers rejected their 
view of the Namibian situation, they said.  
The four Namibian ministers, whose chur
ches embrace most of the population, in
sisted they were only representing the 
"voiceless" majority which is never'heard.  
"We exposed their self-interest in the pro
cess and warned them they stood to lose 
everything by backing the South Africans," 
said Rev. Maxime Rafransoa, general secre
tary of the All Africa Conference of Chur
ches.  

Rev. Absalom Hasheela of the Evangel
ical Lutheran Ovambokavongo Church, 
Namibia's largest church, reported that hun
dreds of parishioners have lost their lives 
because of the war, while many more have 
been detained and harassed. Pastors and lay 
preachers have been imprisoned, according 
to church authorities, and 13 percent of the 
delegates to its most recent synod meetidg 
said that they had been imprisoned or tor
tured at one time or another. M.S.R. 1:1
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Bishop Kleops Dumani, bishop of the largest church in Namibia, the 
Evangelical Lutheran Ovambokavongo Church, standing In front of a 
printing press believed to have been blown up by the South Africans.
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Detainees Torture Em

In 1980, during a major strike by municipal workers In Johannesburg, the 
government arrested over 10,000 workers ahd deported them to the ban.  
tustans.

Having already discovered the advantages 
of slow-motion diplomacy in Namibia and 
slow-motion reform at home, P.W. Botha's 
apartheid regime is now trying its hand at a 
creeping crackdown. Since the end of May 
1981, South Africa's security police have de
tained literally hundreds of people (more 
than 500 between May and December).  

Significantly, they have cracked down 
hardest on the ostensible beneficiaries of 
Botha's touted reforms-Black workers 
who have struggled for more than the 
anemic union rights Botha has offered and 
Indians who have campaigned against the 
limited parliamentary representation he has 
suggested.  

"Detention without trial appears to have 
overtaken banning as the preferred form of 
action by the South African authorities," a 
Johannesburg Star reporter noted this April.  
Yet the regime has managed to avoid much 
of the notoriety that accompanied previous

crackdowns. Not because the arrests have 
been fewer, but because they have been 
spread over a period of months. And cer
tainly not because they have been less harsh.  
Indications are that detainees have been tor
tured even more frequently than previously.  

"Detention without trial appears 
to have overtaken banning as the 
preferred form of action by the 
South African authorities." 

The most shocking evidence of such tor
ture came on February 5, when trade union 
activist Neil Aggett was found hanged in his 
cell at security police headquarters.  

Aggett was by no means the first South 
African to die in detention. A US State

posed 

Department count makes hin the fifty-third 
since 1963, all of them listed as suicides or ac
cidents by South African authorities. But 
Aggett's death was the first reported in 
several years. Furthermore, Aggett held a 
prominent position in the African Food and 
Canning Workers Union. And Aggett was 
white.  

That combination of circumstances.  
brought both extensive attention from the 
press and a militant response from the rapid
ly growing African trade union movement.  
More than 15,000 people marched through 
central Johannesburg behind union banners 
and Aggett's coffin, and over 100,000 
downed tools across the country in a half- ° 

hour protest strike.  
During the months following Aggett's 

death, several developments fueled charges 
that South African political detainees are be
ing subjected to systematic physical and 
psychological torture. Again, tke charges 
are not new. But some of the supporting 
evidence is.  

Beginning in November 1981, several de
tainees were transferred from their cells in 
solitary confinement to psychiatric hospi
tals, some of them admitted under false 
names to conceal theiridentities. Most pro
minent among them was Thozamile Gqweta, 
president of the South African Allied 
Workers Union (SAAWU).  

Gqweta had weathered four previous 
detentions and emerged each time to resume 
his militant resistance. This time he ended up 
in a psychiatric ward suffering from severe 
headaches, loss of memory and difficulty in 
speaking. "He was unrecognizable," said 
Gqweta's brother Robert after a visit. "I had 
been allowed to see him in detention two 
weeks ago and the change was remarkable." 
Gqweta was released two weeks later but in
structed to report to the police three times a 
day pending his trial along with other 
SAAWU activists in the Ciskei homeland.  

Another SAAWU leader, Sam Kikine, 
was also moved from detention to a psychi
atric ward, as were Indian activist Parvin
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Gordhan and Liz Floyd, a doctor who had 
lived with Neil Aggett for seven years until 
they were both detained last November.  
Several other detainees were reported 
hospitalized for "unknown causes." 

The South African authorities have of
fered no explanation for this sudden 
epidemic. But statements in court and in the 
press by recent detainees provide a frighten
ing glimpse of what the Detainees' Parents 
Support Committee (DPSC) calls "a variety 
of forms of torture and assault, both mental 
and physical." 

Just 14 hours before his death, Neil Aggett 
signed one such statement, charging that he 
had been beaten, tortured with electric 
shock and interrogated once non-stop for 62 
hours. Government lawyers tried to block 
Aggett's statement from being aired in court 
by arguing that its author's death made it im
possible to cross-examine the accuser. But 
the courts and newspapers have heard from 
numerous other accusers.  

* One of them; Siphiwo Mtimkulu of the 
Congress of South African Students, is suing 
the Minister of Police for damages, charging 
that he was beaten, subjected to electric 
shocks and forced tostand in one spot for 
long periods. Two days after he was released 
last October, Mtimkulu was taken to a hos
pital where he remained for over two 
months, suffering from a rare poison appar
ently ingested during his final days in deten
tion.  

Accounts of the methods employed by 
South Africa's interrogators are remarkably 
consistent, whether they come from Black 
students like Mtimkulu and Mary Masabata 
Loate, from trade unionists like Mono 
Arthur, Sipho Badela and Neil Aggett, or 
from white students like Benjamin Greyling.  
All confirm the list of practices compiled by 
the DPSC for a meeting on April 27 with the 
Ministers of Justice and Law and Order. The 
DPSC was itself formed in September 1981 
by relatives of detainees concerned that 
without public awareness detention could, 
for many, simply become a form of disap
pearance without any protection.  

Despite all the detentions and torture, 
however, resistance shows no sign of break
ing. According to the National Manpower 
Commission, South Africa was hit by more 
strikes last year than ever before. And vir
tually all of the 342 reported strikes (up from 
207 the previous year) occured illegally. The 
Black trade union movement, target of near
ly half the detentions recorded last year, 
nevertheless continues, as the Financial Mail 
commented recently, "growing at a pheno
nemal rate." A.M.[J

SOUTH AFRICA

DPSC Details Torture 
The Detainees Parents Support Committee presented a memo to the ministers of 

Justice and Law and Order detailing specific types of torture and assault that detainees 
are subjected to. The memo also protests the government's practice of arbitrary ban
nings and specifically demands the justice department take action against the abuses.  
One section of the memo details some of the many different interrogation practices the 
Security Police employ and wehave reprinted that section below.

The DPSC is well aware that detainees, 
especially those detained under Section 6 
of the Terrorism Act, are being subjected 
to a variety of forms of torture and assault, 
both mental and physical. This is being 
widely done on a systematic basis by many 
members of the Security Police and at 
many points throughout the country.  
These practices cannot be considered to be 
isolated incidents perpetrated by the odd 
overzealous interrogator, but are undoubt
edly. standard procedure sanctioned at 
some level in the police hierarchy. Some of 
the commoner forms: 

* Continuous Interrogation: Interrogation 
over a period of several days and nights 
by successive teams of interrogators.  
This naturally involves sleep deprivation 
and can also involve deprivation of food 
and drink and even toilet facilities.  

* Enforced Standing: Standing for long 
periods during interrogation, including 
standing on bricks, standing on one leg, 
standing in an unsupported squatting 
position.  

* Humiliation & Intimidation: by being 
stripped naked during interrogation, 
handcuffing and manacling, shouting,

threatening, insulting and being forced 
to exercise vigorously. Also holding for 
long periods in solitary confinement 
without interrogating.  

* Physical Assault: including assault with 
fists and with various objects.  

* Psychological Assault: includes false 
reports of death or illness of dear ones, 
threat of being held in detention in
definitely and, of course, solitary con
finement itself.  

" Electric Shock: The equipment for elec
tric shock is available at many Security 
Police interrogation centers and is in 
-common use. It is also used in conjunc
tion with "strait-jackets" of wet canvas.  

" Hooding: Used to induce near suffoca
tion, and also to hide the identity of 
Security Police engaged in assaulting the 
detainee.  

" Other Tortures: including hanging by the 
arms or legs for long periods, alternate 
immersion of feet in hot and icy water, 
and subjection to extreme noise.  

The full text of the DPSC memo can be ob
tained from the American Committee on 
Africa, 198 Broadway, New York, NY 
10038, (212) 962-1210.
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Police Disrupt Soweto Memorial

by Corbin Seavers 

"June 16 will be remembered not only as a 
day when thousands of students were tear 
gassed, beaten and killed for justly demon
strating against an inferior and oppressive 
education system, but also as a day when the 
people's resistance was revitalized after a 
long period of brutal repression." 

- pamphlet distributed at 
services commemorating the 
1976 Soweto uprising 

Soweto, South Africa-On June 16, South 
Africa remembered. In Soweto and other 
townships, Blacks marked the anniversary 
with memorial services and rallies. More 
than 5,000 people, including the father of' 
the first student shot down six years earlier, 
crowded into Soweto's Regina Mundi 
Church for the main service.  

From the walls, posters reminded the 
crowd of the continuing struggle-the 
Freedom Charter, the 1960 Sharpeville 
massacre, slain white labor leader Neil Ag
gett-and urged them to carry it forward
"June 16: Unite, Mobilize, Fight On!" 
From the pulpit, Bishop Desmond Tutu 
reminded them, "There will be no real 
peace, no real security, until everybody in 
South Africa is free!" 

"Does anybody here doubt that we will be 
free?" Tutu asked. The crowd responded 
with a deafening "No!" and joined him in 
chanting, "We are going to be free!" 

Other speakers from a broad range of 
community, labor and student organizations 
reiterated the need for "unity in action" and 
for everyone to participate actively in the 
struggle for a non-racial, democratic and 
free South Africa for which the students of 
1976 had died. Sponsoring organizations in
cluded the Azanian Peoples Organization, 
the Black Municipal Workers, the South 

Corbin Seavers attended the June 16, 1982 
services in Soweto, and is an active solidarity 
worker in the US and member of the Na
tional Black Independent Political Party.

African Women's Federation and the 
Soweto Civic Association.  

Between speakers, the crowd burst out 
with freedom songs whose lyrics pro
claimed, "Workers unite, the ANC is here!" 
"We are going to shoot them!" and "Our 
Mandela, we are going to follow him." 
Pamphlets circulated through the church 
vowed that the liberation struggle will not be 
derailed by increased detentions, bannings 
and police brutality, or by "coopting the 
Black middle class" as a buffer. And they 
derided the apartheid regime's cosmetic 
educational and economic "reforms" since 
the 1976 rebellion. "Six years later there are 
still enormous discrepancies between white 
and Black education .... Six years later the 
lights of freedom are being further extin
guished: Steve Biko and Neil Aggett are just 
two of the many whose blood has been spilt 
by oppression; Nelson Mandela, imprisoned 
for life because he demanded freedom and 
equality; hundreds banned and detained 
because they believe in a non-racial South 
Africa." 

Dr. Nthato Motlana of the Soweto Com
mittee of Ten picked up the theme in his 
speech, reminding his audience whom it 
could thank for any improvements. "When 
you see electricity being installed," he said, 
"when you see streets being tarred and there 
is even talk of building houses, all this is 
because of our children who made them
selves sacrificial lambs on June 16, 1976." 

And on June 16, 1982, the police also 
remembered. Even before the date, they 
tried to intimidate people from attending 
protests. Just a week before the anniversary, 
they swooped down on services for a Black 
labor leader killed in a car crash and arrested 
250 people, including Dr. Motlana.  

On the day itself, the police did their best 
to make sure that nobody would hear about 
services that did take place. Foreign and 
white South African journalists were 
stopped as they entered the Black area and 
detained for five hours at a local police sta
tion. "In the past we have seen that as soon 
as people see cameras there is a tendency to 
start throwing stones and damaging proper
ty," Lieutenant-Colonel Chris Coetzee of

the security police explained. "If the people 
of Soweto want to hold their commemora
tion services, let them do so without 
everybody from all over the world inter
fering." 

But the police themselves made their pres
ence felt outside the church. Dr. Ishmael 
Muhammed, a Witwatersrand University 
professor, and his eighteen-year-old 
daughter Jennifer were detained outside the 
church doors as the service was beginning.  
And when the crowd of 5,000 filed out four 
hours later, singing "Tina Sizwe Esi 
Mnyama" (We the Black Nation...), the 
police presence proved sufficient to ignite 
stone-throwing and property damage, even 
without TV cameras.  

Despite appeals for calm from Bishop 
Tutu and Tom Manthata, a field worker for 
the South African Council of Churches and 
Soweto Civic Association member, some of 
the students and young workers began taunt
ing the police and hurling stones at buses 
that had ignored a strike call. Bishop Tutu 
also made a personal appeal to a white police 
commander to remove his men in order to 
restore calm. The officer refused and, 
according to one Black South African jour
nalist standing nearby, gave the order, 
"Slaughter them!" 

Camouflaged Black officers equipped 
with leather whips and riot shields jumped 
from military vehicles and waded into the 
crowd, flailing away ruthlessly at everyone 
in the area. One elderly woman suffered a 
serious neck injury from police who burst in
to her home. Young children were also beat
en and seven people were arrested. I was one 
of several injured people treated at a local 
hospital, along with Bishop Tutu's daughter 
Nontombi and Tom Manthata, who suf
fered a broken wrist.  

Three bus drivers were also treated at the 
hospital for injuries suffered when pro
testers stoned vehicles taking people to work 
in defiance of the call to stay home for 
"Heroes Day." Bus company officials 
reported that 60 buses had been damaged 
and that many Blacks had stayed away from 
work, dropping ridership to 20 percent 
below normal.
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SOUTH AFRICA

Black Mineworkers Strike
by Jim Khataml 

Angered by low pay increases, recent mine 
accidents and decades of grievances over the 
migrant labor system, tens of thousands of 
Black mineworkers staged wildcat strikes in 
South Africa in early July. The strikes in
volved nearly 30,000 workers and claimed at 
least ten lives in what was characterized by 
management as the worst labor upheaval in 
years. Eight mines in the rich gold mining 
belt around the city of Johannesburg were 
involved.  

Because of South African press controls it 
is difficult to know exactly what sparked the 
protests. What is clear is that shortly after 
the mines announced pay increases of twelve 
percent for underground workers and eleven 
percent for surface workers, Black workers 
began striking.  

On July 1, thousands of Black miners at 
two mines southwest of Johannesburg began 
stoning cars and mine buildings. By the next 
day the strikes had spread to two more mines 
and mine security guards, backed by para
military police in helicopters, attacked the 
strikers with dogs, teargas, truncheons and, 
finally, rifles. Six miners were shot down by 
the police, and in the days to come at least 
four more miners were killed.  

Nevertheless, the workers continued their 
protests for over eight days. At the Kloof 
mine, west of Johannesburg, 2,000 strikers 
were herded into a soccer field by heavily 
armed security personnel and ordered to 
either go back to work or be fired. The vast 
majority of workers refused to return to 
work. At the Venterdorp gold mine, 120 
workers barricaded themselves nearly one 
mile underground in an effort to press their 
demands.  

By the end of the week hundreds of 
workershad been arrested and thousands 
more had ben shipped to the bantustans to 
be replaced by unemployed Blacks from the 
barren bantustans and from nearby Swazi
land and Lesotho.  

Shortly after the protests began, some 
mine owners suggested that the strikes were 
sparked by the decision to grant pay in

Jim Khatami is a freelance journalist who 
lives in New York and has been a supporter 
of African Liberation struggles for many 
years.

Police erected roadblocks In the area around the gold mines in an attempt 
to control the protests.
creases of twelve percent to underground 
workers and only eleven percent to surface 
workers. The surfaqe workers, they said, 
were upset at getting a lower wage raise. But 
more important than wage differentials, re
ported Rand Daily Mail correspondent Steve 
Friedman, was that this year's pay increase 
was much lowerthan most others in the past 
ten years. In addition, for the first time in a 
decade, some Black miners will be getting 
percentage wage increases that are less than 
the twelve percent pay increase that white 
miners won this month. Before the recent 
wage announcements, Black miners earned 
an average of $216 a month, while whites 
averaged $1,080 per month. For the past ten 
years the mines, flushed with increased pro
fits from high gold prices, had been giving 
Blacks higher percentage increases than 
whites in an attempt to reduce the wage gap.  
The gap, it should be noted, has continued 
to widen nonetheless.  

Aside from wage grievances, South 
African miners have long resented their 
unhealthy and hazardous working condi
tions. Only nine weeks before the strikes, for 
instance, six miners were killed at the 
Grootvlei mine one of the mines that was 
struck. Spontaneous strikes are a common 
occurrence on the gold mines and in May last 
year, 1,600 workers were fired at the Stilfon
tein gold mine for staging an underground

,,sit-down strike.  
Mine workers' protests have also focused 

on the migrant labor system. Black mine 
workers are migrant laborers employed on 
one year contracts to live at the mines in all 
male compounds. While white workers live 
with their families in nearby residential com
munities, Black workers are forced to leave 
their families hundreds of miles away in bar
ren bantustans and live separated from their 
wives and children.  

Meanwhile, Black workers in Port 
Elizabeth closed down auto assembly plants 
belonging to Ford, General Motors, and 
Volkswagen. Over 15,000 workers affiliated 
with the National Automobile and Allied 
Workers Union (NAAWU) went on strike 
for higher wages and closed down most of 
the assembly plants belonging to the three 
big automakers.  

The workers were demanding wage in
creases from a minimum of $2.26 an hour to 
$3.95. The big automakers in South Africa, 
however, have also been hit by'the recession 
caused by falling gold prices and by late July 
there was still no sign that the automakers 
were going to meet the workers' demands.  

What the strike does show is that where 
there were only small, relatively weak unions 
two years ago, there are now powerful 
worker organizations that can pull workers 
at all three plants.
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MOZAMBIQUE

The Weapon of Information

Women working In a cooperative In Mozambique. Formation of 
cooperatives Is a major focus of Mozambique's development plans.
'At the beginning of June, Mozambique's 

Minister of Information, Jose Luis Cabaco, 
paid a visit to the United States. During his 
stay, Southern Africa conducted an ex
clusive interview with the minister. The 
following article is based on that interview 
and on a meeting Cabaco held with solidari
ty groups.  

"We in Mozambique feel that one of the 
major political successes of South Africa is 
their international information lobby," said 
Mozambique's Information Minister Jose 
Luis Cabaco during a recent visit to the US.  
'Through this lobby, they have been able to 
transform what is essentially a fight for in
dependence between the forces of indepen
dent Africa and the white minority regime 
into an East-West confrontation.  

"Of course, the press does not say that 
South Africa is a good country. But what 
they say is that we are worse. We are 'com
munists,' 'puppets,' 'terrorists'.... So if you 
have to support someone, you support 
South Africa." 

During his week-long visit, Minister 
Cabaco met with media leaders, business 
people, politicians, and supporters of 
Mozambique in New York and Washington.

In both cities, he eneygetically engaged his 
audiences in an effort to combat the disin
formation campaign being waged against his 
country and the people of southern Africa.  

"I am convinced that the main reason for 
the bad press is because South Afrrica and 
some forces which are behind South Africa 
fear the 'bad' example of independent 
Mozambique," the information minister 
said. "They really know that we are not pup
pets of anybody and so they try to label us as 
puppets precisely to detract from our exam
ple, which is especially meaningful to the 
people of southern Africa." 

The effects of the disinformation cam
paign go far beyond projecting a poor inter
national image, although this has been 
damaging enough. It has discouraged vitally 
needed foreign investment, Cabaco ex
plained, thus prolonging the age-old depen
dence on South Africa and threatening na
tional development. Further, it has meant a 
lack of international concern for the South 
African-backed campaign of sabotage and 
terror in the country.  

Enemy Actiilty Increases 
During recent months, the armed dissi

dent movement MNR (Mozambican Na-

tional Resistance) has launched new offer 
sives against critical sectors of the countr 
and the economy. Numbering in the thou 
sands, its members comprise ex-Portuges 
colonial army soldiers. Since being route 
from its last major stronghold by govern 
ment forces last December, the MNR ha 
formed small mobile groups who focu 
almost exclusively on two vital economi 
targets: cooperatives and transport links.  

Minister Cabaco noted that document 
captured in the December raid detailo 
direct communications with South Africa 
military commanders. One such documen 
revealed that a South African colone 
ordered MNR units to ambush roads, atta& 
rail links to Zimbabwe and sabotage th 
Mozambique-Zimbabwe pipeline. These fa 
cilities are strategic targets, because they ar 
critical to the country's and the region's el 
forts to reduce dependency on South Africa 

The MNR has also recently succeeded ii 
opening up an operational area in centrz 
Mozambique. "We have information fron 
the population that boats come to supplyth 
rebels by sea. It is difficult for us to contrc 
this. We have no navy," Cabaco pointei 
out.  

At the request of peasants living in MNJ 
operational areas, the FRELIMO govern 
ment has been arming and training villager 
so that they can defend themselves.  

The minister expressed confidence tha 
the MNR will not survive over the long tern 
because it has no popular support. "The: 
have no platform, they do no political mo 
biliza'tion... nothing. Even the Soutl 
Africans don't see these people as an alter 
native power. They just see them as a groul 
who is affecting our development." 

"They are only indirectly a political prob 
lem because they put obstacles in the way o 
our development. They are creating the in 
security of the people on what is really foi 
them and for us the main question of 'under 
development or development: the reorgani 
zation of the countryside." 

Cooperatives The Key 
Indeed, Cabaco emphasized that the for.  

mation of cooperatives is a major focus ol 
Mozambique's plan to become a truly devel.  
oping country by the end of the decade. "Ir
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MOZAMBIQUE
fact, we are not a developing country. We 
are an underdeveloping country. The gap 
[with developed countries] is increasing. We 

It are getting poorer and poorer every year." 
To halt this process, Mozambique will, 

over the course of the decade, concentrate 
on the socialization of the countryside, on 
setting up fundamental industries to trans
form its raw materials, and on promoting 
education.  

At the center of these efforts is the 
"organization of rural cooperatives," 
Cabaco explained, "because it implies the 
political transformation of the peasantry," 
the overwhelming majority of the popula
tion.  

Thus far, the progress of the cooperative 
effort has been encouraging. "There is a 
great tendency among the peasants to orga
nize, to live in villages," he said. Where 
there has been effective planning and leader
ship, "the cooperatives improved very 
quickly," he added.  

"But we have not always been realistic.  
Peasants are very realistic people. If they 
join a cooperative and don't get immediate 
results, they will reduce their engagement," 
he said.  

Some failures have been due to bad loca
tions with poor natural resources. But 
Cabaco laid most of the blame on human 
fallibilities and political weaknesses, par
ticularly a lack of cadres capable of pro
viding effective guidance. "The vital mo
ment of the transformation of the habits of 
the peasants needs a certain leadership," 
said Minister Cabaco. Without it, he con
tinued, the peasants "turn back to what they 
are used to.'' 

These are not the only problems that 
plague this development process. A severe 
drought, for instance, has recently threat
ened more than one million people along the 
coastline.  

Fortunately, the drought has not effected 
any of the main food-producing regions, 
said Cabaco. However, it has indirectly cur
tailed the growth of Mozambique's major 
foreign exchange earner, cashews. "People 
are hungryso they eat cashews and we agree 
that they should eat the cashews, but of 
course, it has an effect on our factories and 
our exports," he said.  

Development for Mozambique will not be 
defined only in terms of agriculture. "We 
believe the key moment at which we really 
become developing is when we are able to 
transform our own raw materials," said 
Cabaco. With a wealth of cheap hydroelec
tric power and valuable minerals, the mining 
sector will receive the intial emphasis.

With no capital resources of its own, 
Mozambique's policy is to be open to the 
participation of foreign capital. "The fact 
that we are Marxist does not mean that we 
are against private investment," he said.  

It does mean that Mozambique decides 
how and where the capital can operate. "The 
participation of companies in the develop
ment of our country should be dependent 
upon our national economic strategy and 
should work inside our general philosophy 
of development." 

Investment Needed 
During his stay, Cabaco told potential in

vestors that Mozambique welcomes and 
needs investment in areas which help it ac
cumulate foreign exchange by reducing im
ports and promoting exports. Priority in
dustries include raw materials transforma
tion and agricultural/food concerns. Min
ing and oil exploration, which have limited 
American involvement through Western 
Geophysical and Exxon, are also being 
pushed for private investment.  

He called the field for investment "enor
mous" and added that Mozambique has 
good land, good harbors, plenty of labor 
and cheap energy-'"all the conditions to at
tract capital." Yet American investment has 
been negligible, with the exception of the 
Mabor tire factory, which last year ranked 
as General Tire's most productive foreign 
subsidiary.

Much as Mozambique seeks an improved 
investment profile and a brightened inter
national image, globally and particularly 
with the US, Cabaco emphasized that these 
ends would not compromise Mozambique's 
national independence or the struggle for 
freedom in southern Africa. Indeed, Minis
ter Cabaco presented a sobering view of the 
struggle in the region and America's place 
in it: 

"We should avoid allowing the enemy to 
divide southern Africa into pieces. There is 
no Mozambican problem. There is no Nami
bian problem. There is a southern African 
problem which cannot be resolved until we 
solve the problem of South Africa." 

"If that regime continues to use violence 
until the end to defend its privileges, I believe 
that the end of the regime is going to have a 
tremendous effect on all Africa." 

"I cannot foresee a local war in southern 
Africa. It will be 50 million Black people 
against 3 million Boers. At that time it will be 
important to know who is supporting who.  
If America wants to keep good relations with 
that part of the world, I doubt that they can 
have those good relations if they stay on the 
side of apartheid until the last moment.  
Then they risk losing any possibility of in
fluence on that part of the world.  

"That is what I have been trying to tell the 
'Big People' I have been seeing here...but I 
don't think that I have been very persuasive." 

M.S.R. El



ZIMBABWE

Troubles in the West
For a nation preoccupied with economic 

and social development, the echoing rattle of 
automatic weapons is a frightening and 
unwelcome sound. In recent months, the 
return of such gunfire to Zimbabwe's west
ern provinces underscores the regional and 
political tensions that remain after more 
than two years of independence. Army de
serters, once members of the ZIPRA libera
tion forces of ZAPU leader Joshua Nkomo, 
are being held reponsible by government of
ficials for a wave of robbery and murder that 
has left at least twenty dead to date. Desert
ers were also credited with the June 25 attack 
on the official residences of Prime Minister 
Robert Mugabe and Minister for National 
Supply Senator Enos Nkala, in the recently 
renamed capital city of Harare.  

in the assault on the prime minister's 
home, a mile from the city center, gunmen 
sprayed the residence's front gate and guard 
post as they drove along the main road.  
Security guards returned the fire, and a 
powerful RPG-7 rocket launcher fell from 
the attackers' vehicle as it sped off.  

Twenty minutes later, guards posted at 
Nkala's residence three miles from the 
Mugabe home opened fire on a group of 
armed attackers, killing one of them, who 
was also carrying a rocket launcher. The re
mainder escaped.

According to government statemen 
stolen army truck used in the first assaul 
a tattered national army uniform on the 
killed in the second attack, supporte 
view that army deserters were involv 
both raids. Estimates of the number o 
serters currently at large range from 1,5 
2,000. As members of the ZAPU party 
former ZIPRA troops began their illici 
from the national army in early 1982 
ZAPU President Joshua Nkomo wa 
pelled from the coalition government.  

Fear of Attempted Coup 
Nkomo's ouster from the cabinet Fe 

ary 17 followed the discovery of ma 
arms caches on a number of ZAPU-o 
properties with which Nkomo was as 
ated. Several high-ranking member 
ZAPU, including army General Loo 
Masuku, were arrested for their susp 
connection with an alleged coup plot in' 
ing the hidden arms. Though Nkomo ha 
been charged with any coup-related a 
ties, his dismissal apparently motiv 
many ex-ZIPRA troops-who felt tl 
selves under increased pressure as mem 
of the minority party-to return to the b 

The "dissidents," as they are called b 
government, are now operating in thei 
war-time haunts of Matabeleland in the

ZIPRA guerrillas of the Zimbabwe African Peoples Union at Independence 
In 1980.
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and southwest of Zimbabwe, where ZAF 
membership is concentrated. It is thoi 
that their support among the local pop 
tion is weak, since most reported action 
the deserters center around robbery 
food stealing. While the state does not s 
to liin any political danger, despite the J 
25 attacks and some sabotage near B 
wayo and Beit Bridge, the threat of viol( 
has curbed rural development programs 
extension services, and forced the Muj 
government to take steps against the I 
dits.

In his June 15 address before Parliam 
ebru- Zimbabwe President Canaan Banana 
ssive nounced that a "people's militia" wit 
wned formed "by giving paramilitary trainin 
soci- able-bodied men and women." In addit 
*s of he announced, the Support Unit of the 2 
kout babwe Republic Police will be increase( 
ected recruiting "as many ex-combatants as pi 
volv- ble." 
s not For his part, Nkomo has firmly deniec 
ctivi- volvement in an effort to overthrow 
ated Mugabe government. And despite rumor 
hem- a secret meeting between Nkomo and Sc 
nbers African officials last year, many long-t 
iush. observers of the Zimbabwean political sc 
y the doubt ZAPU's weapons caches were inte 
r old ed for use in a coup. Both nationalist par 
west are generally assumed to have conce 

large quantities of weapons at the time ol 
dependence against a possible surprise 
tack by the colonial army. According to 
view, the government's much-publici 
"discovery" of arms on ZAPU-owi 
farms was a political move calculated 
discredit Nkomo personally and divide 
party in advance of Mugabe's stated ini 
tion to create a one-party state. Signifi, 
ly, ZAPU's former UN represental 
Callistus Ndlovu, often mentioned a 
possible successor to Nkomo, was ami 
the ZAPU officials offered cabinet post 
the wake of Nkomo's dismissal.  

Overseas Tour 
Economic matters, nevertneless,. 1K 

received the most attention from the Z 
babwean government and were the in 
reason for Prime Minister Mugabe's sev 
nation tour of Western Europe in late spri 
The prime minister received a pledge fr 
London to accelerate payment of the $ 
million it promised Zimbabwe in 1981 at 
international donor's conference ZJ
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ZIMBABWE
CORD: (see "Zimbabwe's First Year; The 
Economy Takes Off," Southern Africa 
May/June 1981). In Bonn, Mugabe received 
assurances that $30 million of West' Ger
many's $98 million ZIMCORD pledge was 
forthcoming.  

In his stop-over in Brussels, the Zimbab
wean leader expressed concern over "protec
tionist measures" of the European Econom
ic Community that now block European im
ports of African commodities like maize and 
other grains. He also called for greater EEC 
assistance to developing countries and sug 
gested restructuring present membership re
quirements for the Lome II Convention.  

Working with officials in Paris, Finance 
Minister Bernard Chidzero concluded a pro
tocol with the French for a $55.5 million soft 
loan to be spread over 25 years.  

The slow speed at which Western aid do
nors have made good on their ZIMCORD 
pledges (only $400 million of the promiseo 

4$1.4 billion has been received so far) has 
handicapped the advance of development 
schemes inside Zimbabwe. But wherever 
funds are sufficient or are not the sole re
source required, the government has pushed 
ahead with its economic programs.  

Rural Development Key 

For example, the oil pipeline between the 
Mozambican port of Beira and the Zimbab
wean town of Mutare (formerly Umtahi) was 
completely renovated last June after 17 years 
of inactivity. Use of the pipeline will totally 
free Zimbabwe from dependence on South 
African routes for imported oil (which may 
explain the pipeline's attractiveness as a 
target for South African-backed MNR guer
rillas, in Mozambique). Rail transport has 
also shown marked improvement over last 
year's desperately inadequate performance, 
and should improve dramatically with the 
imminent delivery of sixty locomotives from 
Canada.  

Plans are now in the works for an exten
sive five-year rural development program 
that will construct up to 400 small industry 
centers across the country. Establishment of 
these rural "growth points" is a central part 
of the government's commitment to devel
opment of the countryside, and to its efforts 
at reducing the economic and social schism 

Setween Zimbabwe's urban and rural in
habitants.  

Underscoring the value of growth points 
in socializing Zimbabwe's rural areas, 
George Chinengundu, deputy minister of 
local government and town planning, noted 
that "the government views rural areas as

Efforts are underway to promote development in rural Zimbabwe.

the cornerstone for the success of its socialist 
policies and hence considers the develop
ment of these areas as priority." 

Funds for these critically important in
dustry centers, which could create up to 
8,000 jobs, have not yet been received. Nor 
have monies for the equally high-priority 
land resettlement program become avail
able. At independence 185,000 families were 
scheduled to be transferred from the over
crowded and barren Tribal Trust Lands 
(TTL's) to more arable land purchased from 
white farmers by the state. Approximately 
13,248 families have since been resettled; the 
rest await the millions of dollars promised by 
Western nations over a year ago.  

Increasing frustration with the slow pace 
of land reform has led to widespread illegal 
squatting on white-owned farmland by 
thousands of African peasants (see "Grow
ing Pressure for Land," Southern Africa, 
September/October 1981). This has put the 
Mugabe government, which ran on a land re
form platform in the 1980 elections, in the 
embarrassing position of evicting some of its 
strongest supporters on behalf of its bitterest 
former enemies-the wealthy white farmers.  

Some of the resources that might other
wise be used for these purposes have instead 
been diverted to the more immediate pro
blem of the drought which is plaguing 
almost all of southern Africa. The hardest 
hit provinces, those in Matabeleland, will 
receive $30 million in government drought 
relief this year.  

"We have intensified our activities 
throughout Matabeleland in order to rescue 
all people who have been hit by drought," 
said Cephas Msipa, Minister of Water Re-

sources and Development. Drilling ma
chines from other parts of the country have 
been concentrated in the dry provinces and 
hundreds of boreholes have now been sunk 
to provide water to local residents.  

Livestock as well as people have suffered.  
Because of poor grazing lands, it is estimated 
that as much as 10 percent of the country's 
1.5 million cattle will have to be slaughtered 
later this year. Zimbabwe's maize produc
tion, which reached record levels last year, is 
also expected to fall, though the 1981 surplus 
will supply food needs this year. On the 
bright side, tobacco, responsible for a 
quarter of the nation's foreign exchange 
earnings in 1981, should yield 232 million 
pounds this year of the quality leaf interna
tional buyers value.  

Profits of the tobacco sales, however, 
return to the country's commercial farmers
almost all of whom are white. Yet their ac
tivities are deemed essential to the nation's 
economy presently and have been accepted 
as such within the government's carefully 
pursued policy of gradual socialization.  
How gradual this process will be is not clear.  
But it can be assumed that both foreign capi
talists and Zimbabwean socialists were 
watching intently from the sidelines in late 
April as the Mugabe government carried on 
negotiations with the US multinational H.J.  
Heinz for a $20 million, 51 percent invest
ment by the US company in a large Zim
babwe-controlled food processor, Olivine 
Industries. If negotiations are successful, it 
will be the government's first major joint 
venture with a foreign corporation and ma.  
provide a model for further investors.  

S.V. Li
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UNITED STATES

CIA Sprouts New Ears
The United States embassy in Swaziland.  

recently became the site of a new broadcast 
monitoring station run by the Central In
telligence Agency (CIA).  

Under an agreement signed in August 1981 
by Swaziland's deputy prime minister and 
the American charge d'affaires, the US em
bassy in Mbabane now houses an office of 
the Foreign Broadcast Information Service 
(FBIS), a covert branch of the CIA., 

In its official capacity as a part of the US 
Department of Commerce, FBIS produces 
daily reports of news monitored from 
foreign news broadcasts and commentary 
from every part of the globe. FBIS is 
"charged with reporting, on behalf of the 
United States government, information 
openly collected from public information 
media," explained a US State Department 
spokesperson.  

That sounds innocuous enough. But 
critics contend that the same equipment can 
be, and is, used to eavesdrop on private 
telephone, telegraph and radio communica
tions. The intelligence collection oppor
tunities afforded by the monitoring system 
are so apparent that it is an open secret that 
FBIS is actually a CIA operation.  

"We really don't seek to get any kind of a 
high profile for FBIS [employees].. .because 
FBIS is part of CIA," CIA spokesperson 
Cathy Pherson told Southern Africa, in 
response to telephone inquiries to the agen
cy's Langley, Virginia headquarters.  

"When [these employees] are overseas 
they are identified as FBIS and really for 
their own safety, we try not to give them abig 
profile since they are pretty vulnerable," she 
added.  

Station Began Operations in 1981 
Though the Mbabane station discreetly 

began operations late in 1981, it was not until 
early this year that the public was alerted 
about the new American intelligence
gathering facility. In January, Zimbabwe's 
Herald announced the "impending" estab
lishment of the station, which was actually 
already in operation.  

In the Herald account, an American em
bassy spokesman in Mbabane, John Steel, 
said the FBIS office would be "the first of its 
kind in the entire southernAfrican region." 
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The staff would include "eight or ten" 
southern African nationals responsible for 
reading area publications and "listening in" 
on radio and television broadcasts. The 
post's administrative head, his deputy and 
the broadcast engineer would be Americans.  

"It is difficult to say how many countries 
will be covered," Steel said, but all southern 
African countries are expected to come with
in range of the post's receiving equipment.  

The CIA already has a vast communica
tions headquarters for Africa located at the 
US embassy in Monrovia, Liberia; another 
smaller station is located at the embassy in 
Nairobi, Kenya. Apparently the long dis
tance separating these two stations from 
southern Africa had precluded American in
telligence officers from listening in on trans
missions-public and private-made in that 
region.  

"[FBIS is] a perfect front to have the kind 
of monitoring antennae that might other
wise be somewhat suspicious," observes 
William Schaap, co-editor of Covert Action 
Information Bulletin (CAIB), a watch-dog 
publication that closely monitors the CIA's 
operations. He also pointed out that 
"microwave interception is a giant field" in
volving eavesdropping- on telephone, tele
graph and other such communications.

One particular target of the CIA' 
FBIS post may well be neighboring Mi 
bique, whose capital lies less than 150 
to the north. Alternate intelligence fac 
like the Mbabane station, are no doubt 
ed by the CIA since six CIA agents w( 
pelled from Mozambique on charges o 
onage on March 4, 1981. Among the s 
Arthur F. Russell, whom the Mozaml 
identified as a telecommunications spe 
for the CIA within the embassy. TI, 
zambicans charged that the CIA had 1 
information on to Pretoria and direct' 
ed the South Africans in their Janua 
1981 attack on African National Co 
(ANC) residences in a Maputo suburb; 
teen ANC exiles were killed in that 
tion.  

The identities of the three Americar 
employees stationed at the Mbaban 
have not yet been learned. But Wilf 
Charette, the consular officer at the L 
bassy in Swaziland when the post was 
lished, has been identified as a CIA 
both in the Covert Action Inforn 
Bulletin and in'the book Dirty Work 
CIA in Africa. Based on the pattern 
past postings in Addis Ababa, Ethiop 
Accra, Ghana, CAIB No. 9 named C1 
as the CIA's chief of station in Swazi 

A puzzle remains as to why the prest 
the Mbabane FBIS station was revea 
the embassy. "They rarely, if eve 
nounce that they're setting up an opera 
observed CAIB editor Louis Wolf.  
knowledge of the FBIS post caught e% 
CIA main office in Langley, Virgin 
aware. "It sort of takes me by surpri! 
[the Mbabane embassy] would give nu 
of people and figures," said spokesl 
Pherson.  

What information will be collecd 
FBIS's southern Africa branch an 
those who collect it will use it remains 
ter for speculation. As editor Schaap: 
"It's almost impossible to know w 
everybody working [at the Mbabane 
post] is, in fact, a technician doing a 
mate job. Obviously, there's nothh 
proper or illegal with listening to the 
and clipping newspapers and magaz 
but you can't tell by looking at an ai 
what it's listening to." I



UNITED STATES

US-SA: A Fusion of Interests

by Kennetb S. Zinn 

The Reagan administration has been 
quietly approving the sales of material with 
nuclear applications to South Africa in the 
last year and a half. And recent signals from 
Washington indicate that a major rethinking 
of US-SA nuclear relations is in the making.  
A key element in this rethinking concerns the 
sale of enriched uranium for Koeberg, South 
Africa's first commercial nuclear power sta
tion due to come on stream in 1982.  

Pretoria has been lobbying hard for the 
resumption of enriched uranium sales and 
the topic was discussed early in Ronald 
Reagan's administration when South 
African Foreign Minister Pik Botha came to 
Washington in mid-May 1981. Pretoria was 

Oconcerned that it would have to supply 
uranium ore to the United States for enrich
ment under the terms of a 1974 contract.  
South Africa had been withholding the 
uranium because it was not sure if the US 
would fulfill its obligation to enrich the ore 
and return it to South Africa because of a 
1978 law passed by Congress. The .Nuclear 
Non-Proliferation Act (NNPA) of 1978 pro
hibits the export of nuclear fuel and sensitive 
nuclear materials to nations like South 
Africa that have not signed the Non
Proliferation Treaty (NPT) or agreed to full
scope International Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA) safeguards.  

South Africa did supply the uranium in 
August 1981, and the US did enrich it. But 
the enriched fuel was never returned to 
South Africa.  

In late October 1981, South Africa did ob
tain the- necessary amount of enriched 
uranium in time for Koeberg's loading. The 
Swiss company Kaiseraugst had an excess of 
enriched uranium, a result of political op
position to nuclear energy in Switzerland 
and two firms in the US, Edlow Interna
tional and SWUCO, bought the excess 
uranium and turned it over to two European 
enrichers. The French then converted the 
enriched uranium into fuel rods and sent 
them to South Africa.  

Cenneth Zinn is the Associate Director of 
the Washington Office on Africa. This arti
cle was adapted from a longer piece printed 
in Washington Notes on Africa, a quarterly 
publication available from WOA (110Mary
land Ave., N.E., Washington, DC 20002) 
for the subscription price of $10per year.

Edlow and SWUCO were not acting il
legally as the NNPA does not restrict broker
ing activities of US companies. Some 
members of Congress, however, were angry 
that a US corporation was undercutting 
stated US non-proliferation policy and two 
bills have been introduced that seek to 
restrict the operations of. companies like 
Edlow International. Senator Gary Hart 
(D-CO) and Rep. Richard Ottinger (D-NY) 
have introduced legislation (S 2505 and HR 
6318) which, along with HR 3513 introduced 
by Reps. Jonathan Bingham (D-NY) and 
Morris Udall (D-AZ), is designed to close 
certain loopholes in existing non
proliferation law.  

Pretoria Will Still Need Fuel 
Pretoria's initial procurement of the 

enriched uranium, however, does not 
resolve the issue. The first shipment con
sisted of 75 tons of fuel, enough for the 
loading of Koeberg I, yet Pretoria will still 
need more uranium for reloading Koeberg I 
and for loading their second nuclear reactor, 
Koeberg II, in 1983. A Virginia-based com
pany, Transnuclear Inc., recently applied to 
the Nuclear Regulatory Commission for a 
license to export enriched uranium to South 
Africa for the reloading of Koeberg I.  

While the Reagan administration's policy 
on sales of enriched uranium to South Africa 
appears to still be in a state of flux, the Com
merce Department has quietly permitted an 
increase in sales to South Africa of "dual 
use" items with nuclear weapons program 
applications.  

According to Secretary of Commerce 
Malcolm Baldridge, five export licenses for 
equipment which could be used in South 
Africa's nuclear program have been approv
ed since May 1980. For instance, Commerce 
approved the sale of vibration test equip
ment, which can be used to test the reliability 
of warheads and ballistic re-entry vehicles, 
and computers and multichannel analyzers, 
which can analyze data from hundreds of 
cables at a nuclear test site.  

On Capitol Hill, members of Congress are 
considering a bill to prohibit further nuclear 
exports to Pretoria or the training of South 
African nuclear technicians in the US. Nine 
national organizations and eleven members 
of Congress have also filed a joint interven
tion at the NRC to oppose Transnuclear's re
quest for permission to export enriched ura
nium to South Africa. 0
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Publications Received 
Closing Date: 6/17 

SOUTHERN AFRICA & GENERAL 
Amon J. NSEKELA (ed.) Southern Africa: 
Towards Economic Liberation. Papers on 
SADCC. London: Rex Collings, Ltd. (6 
Paddington St., London WIM 3LA 
England), 1981. 2 7 4 pp. £14.00 hb.  

CATHOLIC INSTITUTE FOR INTERNA
TIONAL RELATIONS, Southern Africa 
Under Threat, Comment #43. London: 
CIIR (22 Coleman Fields, NI 7AF), Feb.  
1982. l6pp. No price listed.  

David WILEY & Allan ISAACMAN, (eds.) 
Southern Africa: Society, Economy & 
Liberation. E. Lansing: Michigan State 
University African Studies Center (E.L., 
Michigan, 48824), 1982. 335pp. $9.95 ph.  

J.M.COETZEE, Waiting For The Bar
barians. New York: Penguin Books (625 
Madison Ave., NYC, 10022), 1980. 156pp.  
$3.95 pb. (Fiction) 

SOUTH AFRICA 
Tony GIFFORD, South Africa's Record of 
International Terrorism. London: Int.  
Defense and Aid Fund (US office, PO Box 
17, Cambridge, MA 02138). Published by 
SWAM/AMM in cooperation with the UN 
Centre Against Apartheid. l6pp. 80 

Marjorie HOPE & James YOUNG, The 
South African Churches in a Revolutionary 

Situation. New York: Orbis Books 
(Maryknoll, New York, 10545), 1981. 269pp.  
$9.95 pb.  

South African Congress of Trade Unions 
SOLIDARITY COMMITTEE, Guide To 
Canadian Collaboration with Apartheid.  
Toronto: SACTU Solidarity Committee 
(PO Box 490. P.S. "J", Toronto, Ont.  
MJ4, 4Z2), 1982. 67pp. $4.00 including 
p&h.  

W.W. NYANGONI, United States Foreign 
Policy and South Africa. New York: SCI 
Press (available from Open Studio, 
Rhinebeck, NY 12527), 1981. 316pp. No 
price listed.  

Glen GOLDBERG, South Africa Review 
.Service: IRRC Directory of U.S. Corpora-

tions in South Africa. Washington DC: In
vestor Responsibility Research Center (1319 
F St. NW, Washington DC 20004), 1982.  
126pp. $25.00 for non-subscribers.  

Betsy SCHMIDT, One Step, in the Wrong 
Direction: "The Sullivan Principles as a 
Strategy for Opposing Apartheid". New 
York (available from Episcopal Churchmen 
for South Africa, 853 Broadway, Rm. 1005, 
NYC 10003), 1982. 9pp. No price listed.  

Ruth KAPLAN, Anglo American Corpora
tion of South Africa Ltd., Investments in 
North America. New York: The Africa Fund 
(198 Broadway, NYC 10038), 1982. 36pp.  
$25 institutions, $5.00 individuals pb.  

Sandy BOYER, Black Unions in South 
Africa. New York: The Africa Fund (198 
Broadway, NYC 10038), 1982. 8pp. 601 
each, over twenty 30' each.  

NAMIBIA 
INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR 
STRATEGIC STUDIES, Strategic Survey, 
1981-1982. London: IISS (23 Tavistock 
Street, London WC2E 7NO), $9.00, 140pp 
£4.50 pb. Note: Chapter entitled "Africa" 
pp.110-13.  

INTERNATIONAL DEFENSE AND AID 
FUND, Apartheid's Army in Namibia: Fact 
Paper on Southern Africa #10. London: 
IDAF (U.S. Office, PO Box 17, Cambridge, 
MA 02138), 1982. 74pp., $1.00 pb.  

THE CATHOLIC INSTITUTE FOR IN
TERNATIONAL RELATIONS & THE 
BRITISH COUNCIL OF CHURCHES, 
Namibia in the 80's. (available from In
stitute on the Church in Urban-Industrial 
Society, 5700 Woodlawn Ave., Chicago, IL 
60637), 1981. 84pp. £lpb.  

ZIMBABWE 
ZIMBABWE WOMENS' BUREAU, Coor
dinated and Compiled by Kate McCalman, 
We Carry A Heavy Load: Rural Women in 
Zimbabwe Speak Out. Harare: (ZWB, 152b 
Victoria St. Harare, Zimbabwe), 51pp.  
$7.00 pb. (Note: We know of no US 
distributor for this title) 

Dickson A. MUNGAZI, The Cross Between 
Rhodesia & Zimbabwe: Racial Conflict in 
Rhodesia, 1962-1979. New York: Vantage 
Press (516 W. 34th St., NYC 10001), 1981.  
378pp. $8.95 pb.  

David MARTIN & Phyllis JOHNSON, The 
Struggle for Zimbabwe. Foreword by 
Robert Mugabe. New York: Monthly 
Review Press (62 W. 14th St., NYC 10011), 
1982, 378 pp. $8.95 pb.
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ACTION NEWS AND NOTES

i T ! 
TWO WEEKS OF NATIONAL ACTION...  
The twenty-second anniversary of the 
Sharpeville Massacre on March 21 and that 
of the assassination of Martin Luther King, 
Jr. on April 4 framed a two-week marathon 
of anti-apartheid rallies, forums, and 
material aid drives by church, student and 
community groups in some 30 states. The ef
fort, called to protest increased US govern
ment and corporate support for the Botha 
regime, was initiated by the American Com
mittee on Africa with the support of the 
United Nations Special Committee Against 
Apartheid to highlight the International 
Mobilization for Sanctions Against South 
Africa during 1982. According to organizers 
at the American Committee on Africa, the 
campaign was significant in its promotion of 
a new strategy that stressed links between 
anti-apartheid work and other domestic and 
international issues.  

During the two weeks, actions were 
mounted on more than 75 campuses, draw
ing crowds from 200-1500 students. They 
ranged from a four-day picket at the Univer
sity of Kansas, to Harvard activists' suc
cessful mobilization of 400 students to an 
open meeting of the Harvard Investment 
Advisory Committee, which reaffirmed a 
ban on investments in banks loaning to the 
Pretoria regime. At Western Michigan Uni
versity, where 11 activists were arrested in a 
1979 sit-in for divestment, student pressure 
recently forced the divestment of $250,000 in 
three banks lending to South Africa. In 
Atlanta, Georgia, a highly successful series 
of teach-ins on southern Africa were held at 
six college campuses, which were previously 
minimally involved in support work.  

Students did not limit themselves to the 
divestment issue, however. Escalating prop
aganda about alleged "terrorist" activity by 
ANC and SWAPO was countered by speak
ing tours in the Northeast and California by 
Eric Biwa. While ANC representative Simpi 
Mtobi helped raise awareness of continued 
South African repression through talks in 

rVKansas, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, and 
Ohio, National Black United Front repre
sentative Adeyemi Bandele, as well as poet 
Dennis Brutus and ex-CIA agent John 
Stockwell, illuminated other aspects of the 
struggle at college activities across the coun
try.

Community groups formed an essential 
component of the solidarity network 
through continued material aid drives and 
other efforts. The Southern Africa Support 
Project in Baltimore sponsored two weeks of 
fundraisers for Namibian refugees which in
cluded talks by United Nations Represen
tatives Theo Ben Gurirab of SWAPO and 
Johnstone Makatini of the ANC.  

COALITION TOURS SOUTHWEST.. .A 
coalition led by the American Friends Ser
vice Committee organized a unique anti
apartheid tour of seven Southwest cities in 
early May. In addition to -AFSC, the group 
involved representatives of Northeast-based 
support groups and a liberation movement 
in an effort to create links between anti
apartheid and divestment activists in both 
parts of the country. Representatives of 
AFSC, the American Committee on Africa, 
The Southern Africa.Project of the Lawyers 
Committee as well as the African National 
Congress of South Africa met with com
munity, student, and church groups and ap
peared widely on local television and radio 
stations in Colorado and Texas. The impor
tance of organizing in the area was under
scored by ACOA's representative Dumasani 
Kumalo who noted that "the South African 
government sees the area as conservative and 
has three government offices in Texas." 

BALTIMORE PROTESTS SOUTH 
AFRICAN URANIUM IMPORTS... The 
Coalition in support of the Liberation Strug
gles in South Africa demonstrated at the 
Baltimore World Trade Center and at city 
hall in May to protest the illicit entry of 
South African uranium through the Mary
land port. A coalition of over ten local 
groups, with the support of State Congress
man Walter Dean, recently announced that 
two regional US firms have helped South 
Africa acquire almost 100 tons of enriched 
uranium.  

The Mitsubishi International Corporation 
of Japan was granted a licence in January by 
the Nuclear Regulatory Commission to im
port 1,300 metric tons of uranium concen
trates into the US for processing through 
December 1984. From Maryland, the raw 
material will be transported through Louis
ville and Princeton, Kentucky to Metropo
lis, Illinois. There, it will be enriched into 
uranium hexaflouride by Allied Chemical 
for later use by the Kansai Electric Power 
Company at Osaka, Japan.
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ACTION NEWS AND NOTES
DIVESTMENT CAMPAIGNS.. .A grow
ing number of states and cities are taking ac
tion against investment of public funds in 
banks and corporations dealing with South 
Africa. Connecticut, one of nine states con
sidering divestment legislation, moved bold
ly this spring to restrict apartheid-related in
vestments, despite an 18-foot telegram from 
the South African ambassador. The state's 
anti-apartheid bill requires divestment from 
all companies making sales of strategic pro
ducts or services to the South African 
government, police or military. The bill, 
which roused impressive support from 
churches, community groups, trade unions, 
and civil rights organizations, also ends in
vestment in companies that have not met the 
standards of the "Sullivan principles" or 
that oppose trade union rights for Black 
workers.  

Philadelphia's city council unanimously 
voted the strongest divestment bill of any 
American city. Though Philadelphia. is the 
home of the formulator of the "Sullivan 
principles," the bill clearly rejected the code 
as a criterion for divestment. The measure 
gives the city's board of pensions two years 
to withdraw its holdings in any American 
corporation involved in South Africa or 
Namibia. Up to $70 million of the city's pen
sion fund could be affected by the bill.  

Minnesota's full legislature passed a bill 
aimed at some $750 million in apartheid
related investments, only to see it vetoed by 
the governor. The bill will be reintroduced 
next year.

Pending legislation in Maryland, Michi
gan, New York and Wisconsin could affect 
up to $400 million. Attempted divestments 
in Oregon and California, though defeated, 
mobilized anti-apartheid networks in those 
states and laid the groundwork for future ac
tions.  

OREGON GROUPS BLAST STATE 
TREASURER... Oregon State Treasurer 
Clay Miles was charged in mid-June with 
violating the state ethics code for accepting 
funds from a South African business lobby, 
for a two-week visit to South Africa.  

Both the regional aetivist group People 
for Southern African Freedom and the Uni
versity of Oregon Black Student Union 
charged conflict of interest and called upon 
Myers to fully reimburse his funders, the 
Southern African Forum. The State of 
Oregon forbids any state official from ac
cepting more than $100 per year from 
sources having an economic interest in that 
official's action or position.  

According to a statement from the ac
tivists: "The Southern African Forum has 
an overwhelming economic interest in pre
venting divestment. The Forum represents 
not only major white companies but also the 
entire white big business community." The 
Forum is linked through common director
ships and trusteeships to the South African 
Foundation which is headed by the new 
chairman of Anglo American. The activist I 
groups have asked the Oregon Government 
Ethics Commission to investigate and cen-

In early 1982 the ANC offices in London were bombed and a great deal of 
property was destroyed. The ANC has appealed for assistance to help 
rebuild the offices. Send your contributions to ANC, 801 Second Ave., New 
York, NY 10017.

sure Myer's apparent violation of 
statute.  

ACTIVISTS PROTEST NUCLEA 
EXPORTS.. .An anti-apartheid 
group is challenging a Virginia-bas 
pany's plan to export enriched urs 
South Africa. In April, Transnucl 
applied for an export license ft 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission to 
to South Africa's Koeburg I nucleE 
plant.  

The Southern Africa Project 
Lawyer's Committee for Civil Rihi 
Law filed a petition in June for a he 
the licence. The petition has the sul 
eleven congressmen and a coalition 
apartheid and anti-nuclear groups.  

The petitioners state that gran 
licence would be harmful to Ameri 
tional security on the grounds tha 
Africa has not signed the Nuclear N 
liferation treaty and has not adopt 
scope" safeguards on all of its nucl 
grams. Furthermore, the petitioner 
that on numerous occasions South A 
dicated it is willing to use nuclear en 
weapons purposes.  

DEGREE VS. DIVESTMENT... E 
colleges, targets of protest in rec( 
because of apartheid investments, 
veloped a new approach to deft 
apartheid opposition. In June, the 
apartheid was raised at final cot 
ments at Columbia University, an4 
ford College in Pennsylvania.  

Haverford awarded a degree in ab 
Nozomo Winnie Mandela, the sy 
Black women's resistance to apart] 
wife of imprisoned ANC leader 
Mandela. It came with a request 
South African government lift its 
order against Ms. Mandela to allo' 
leave the country to receive the deg 
surprisingly, this brought no respoi 
South Africa.  

Columbia, for its part, awarded 
to Bishop Desmond Tutu of the Sot 
can Council of Churches. In his 
Columbia Presidnt Michael Sol 
pressed the schools' "deep repugn 
apartheid." 

However, while these schools wc 
to make gestures by awarding such ih 
degrees, they are unwilling to back 
,'repugnance" with divestment. I 
Columbia divested $2.7 million froi 
linked to South Africa, which repre 
ly one percent of their total investi 
corporations involved with the a] 
regime. Haverford has a similar n 
token divestment.
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'THREE SENIOR MOZAM
bican officials intimately involved 
in the country's security and finan
cial affairs defected at mid-year, in 

the midst of a major push against abuses of 
government power. Most crucial was the 

defection of Jorge Costa, director of na
tional security, who asked for asylum in 

South Africa during routine border security 
talks in Johannesburg.  

In addition, a Mozambican diplomat in 

Zimbabwe, said to have been a participant in 

Zimbabwe-Mozambique discussions on 

countering South African destabilization, 
fled to Europe two weeks earlier. The 
finance director in the president's office has 
also fled the country.  

Costa is believed to have defected because 
of mounting pressure against security offi
cials suspected of corruption, brutality and 
other offenses. Last year, FRELIMO 
launched a nationwide campaign against 
such practices in the government, which 
reportedly led to the dismissal of 400 security 
officers in February. Costa, who opposed 
the campaign, had a reputation for brutali
ty.  

Also, recent successes in rehabilitating 
former Portuguese collaborators increased 
FRELIMO's knowledge of the operations 
and contacts of those still underground. Par
ty officials believe several highly placed col
laborators are still unidentified and are 
likewise preparing to flee as FRELIMO in
telligence improves.  

ANGOLA'S MINISTER OF DE
fense has denounced recent troop 
movements by South Africa, indi
cating the likelihood of "new large

scale military aggression" into the country.  
Speaking on Angolan radio, Minister Pedro 
Maria Pedale pointed to an accelerated pat-

tern of attacks and provocative official 
statements early this year that paralleled 
those which preceded the massive "Opera
tion Protea" invasion of August, 1981.  

"The PRA (People's Republic of Angola) 
does not threaten the sovereignty of the Re
public of South Africa," said Pedale, "but 
is simply helping a people fighting for their li
bertyin the same way [the PRA] was helped by 
other peoples during its liberation struggle." 

The minister's communique noted the 
South Africans have been extending their 
operations northward from the 50,000 
square kilometre zone in Cunene Province 
they have occupied since last August. Amid 
mounting aerial attacks and reconnaissance 
overflights, four children and three women 
were killed during an aerial raid in May on 
economic and civilian targets 300 kms north 
of the border.  

Public statements by South Africa's De
fense Minister and other senior South Afri
can military spokesmen suggest they are 
seeking to build a case for new incursions in
to Angola based on Angolan support for 
SWAPO. The Angolan Defense Minister 
warned that "such attitudes may seriously 
prejudice the current negotiations for the in
dependence of Namibia." 

Increased attacks on the front line states 
have often accompanied diplomatic efforts 
to achieve Black majority rule in southern 
Africa. The former Smith regime in Rhodes
ia mounted its most devastating attacks 
against Mozambique and Zambia in an ef
fort to force concessions from the Zimbab
wean nationalist guerrillas at the Lancaster 
House negotiations in 1979. "Operation 
Protea" was launched during an upsurge in 
Namibian negotiations this time last year.  

A HIGH-LEVEL SOUTH AFRI
can advisory group has refined Na
tional Party plans to bring non
whites into the government while 

increasing the authoritarian powers of the 
chief executive. The proposals of the Con
stitutional Committee of the President's 
Council released in May expressly exclude 
the African majority from participation in 
any future governmental arrangement.  

The proposals envision an indirectly 
elected president whose vastly expanded 
powers would include appointing Indians, 
Asians and persons of mixed ancestry 
("Coloureds") to his Executive Council. In

addition, these three groups would vote on 
separate rolls to elect representatives to a 
yet-to-be-defined Parliament with dimin
ished powers.  

The future of the African majority would 
continue to rest within "the principle of par
tition;" which restricts their political rights 
to the "independent" homelands. Signifi
cantly, the council committee called on the 
government to issue a "declaration of in
tent" which should define more precisely the 
intended political future of Africans.  

While these so-called power-sharing pro
posals are being touted as major reforms in 
apartheid rule, the council committee reas
sures whites that this plan "will not in the 
least disturb existing power relationships." 
To further ensure that, the proposals define 
a president who rules for seven years with 
sweeping powers over parliament, including 
the right to dissolve it at any time.  

Implementation of the "power-sharing" 
provisions turns on its acceptance by non
white communities and political leaders. To 
date, they have exhibited little enthusiasm 
for the plan. One National Party leader ad
mitted that no more than 30 percent of In
dians and Coloureds could be expected to ac
cept the plan, a figure considered high by 
many observers. In recent years, non-whites 
have increasingly identified themselves as 
Blacks in solidarity with the aspirations of 
the African majority for a unitary "one per
son, one vote" political democracy.  

0 

1 The Pan Africanist -Congress of. Azania 
has suffered a new blow to its diplomatic ef
forts with the resignation of Henry Isaacs 
from his posts as foreign affairs minister and 
UN observer for the South African libera
tion movement. In a public letter announc
ing his March 31 departure, Isaacs blamed 
"internecine strife and disarray" within the 
organization for his move. Isaacs had played 
a major role in maintaining PAC's interna
tional standing since the 1979 assassination 
of dynamic former UN representative David 
Sibeko. Isaacs resigned after refusing an 
order recalling him to the Tanzanian head
quarters of the movement, which is recog
nized along with the African National Con
gress by the UN and the Organization of 
African Unity. Ahmed Gora Ebrahim, a 
PAC central committee member previously 
stationed in Dar es Salaam, has replaced 
Isaacs as the new UN observer.  
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