: withdrawal;of the last contingents of the UN.
“forces, Moise Tshombe flew into the strife-torn

" folios of finance and foreign affairs. -

‘-.For by keeping
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 KEEP TSHOMBE OUT! |

‘JNEO.-COL?OI;IIAUSM, is showmg its ‘paces in the

Congo. Only three days after the U.N. Special’
Operations in the Congo came to an end with the

republic. ‘A few days later, ‘the Adoula  govern-
ment was thrown out of office. Tshombe ‘was
called upon to form a new government. Now a:new
administration headed by Tshombe has been
installed in Leopoldville with Tshombe, in addition

Yo his office as Prime Minister, holding the key port-

- One-of Tshombe's first acts was fo announce
that he has no need for an African force in the.
Congo; that he will make arrangements for. the’
policing of his country with the Western powers. .

Now Tshombe, ebviously in a truculent trium-

o phant mood, has announced i:_sfplans to attend the
_ Cairo Summit of African leaders. (As we .go to.
= : press, he has issued another statement tq the effect’

that he. is no longer for Cairo. But those who know
Tshombe's reversibility in the:service of Western
imperialism cannot rule out the “possibjlity of this

' man suddenly turning ‘up at ‘Cairo). Nor should
African leaders‘ignore the fact that the imperialist |

powers might wish o use Tshombe in their game

. of disrupting the Organisation of African Unity.

Who is Moise Tshombe 2 - .~ - -
He is the man whose hands are- stained with

the blood of Patrice Lumumba. He is the man for

" whom a central govetnment warrant of-arrest was-
~ issued some years ago. He is the man who orga-.

nised armed rebellion in Katanga, killing and maim-

ing _soldiers of the central government of the-

Congo. He is the man who [ooted the banks . in
K&tanga. For all these .acts Tshombe still has not
rendered account to the Congolese people.

- But foday Tshombe is the Head of the Con-
" golese Government. By this act, _the' powers that
_ run the affairs of the Congo have shown roguish,
" brazenness a parallel for which will be difficult to
find in recent history. They have shown utter dis-
“regard for African opinion and for Congolese
* feelings. They have inflicted grevious wound on the

.Congolese people; -now: ‘they rub salt into this
‘wound. For Africa it is g classic case of -adding
e fo injury. i S
-~ Now these behind-the-scenes .intriguers want

Tehombe in Cairo, no doubt fo convince Congolese
[ slugging match between.
African natonalism:and Bri-:
tish . “colcnialism.. - Simulta- -

opinion that this man has been fully accepted and
rehabilitated by all African leaders. Such a move

. will crown Tshombe with the halo of African sup-
port and make it easier for him to perpetrate his.

crimes against the Congo; nation. .
Nationalist African opinion: demands  that

" Moise. Tshombe be kept out of the Cairo Summit.
And should he make for“the United Nations, the
African delegations there must make it abundantly
clear o the whole world that Africé simply.cannof
- ‘be treated like dirt by circles ‘whose only interest
.. is o exploit the riches of Africa without regard to

the needs, the feelings -and the aspirations of the
African people. S co
l+ is probable that the -back-room boys of

" Moise Tshombe—his U.S. and Belgian advisers—
- will interpret the slamming of the doors. of the -
" Cairo conference at Tshombe's face as the ostra- -

cism of the Congolese people. This ‘should " not
" deflect us from our resolve to kee this arch stooge

of Western imperialism out of the Cairo’ Summit.
him out, Africa would be streng-"
" fhening the hands of the African patriots in the
" . Congo. . SRR PR

 Furthermore, it is Tshombe who has flouted
" the will of the Congo people. Where is the mouth-

jece of the Congolese people, namely the Congo-
‘ resé'Na'u‘ional Assembly? Has:it met in ful strength

'to approve and endorse Moise Tshombe as Prime .

Mr. J oshua Nkomo

[ President -

" All African Prime Mini-
sters contributed handsome-
ly - towards ‘mounting very

ted Kingdom government.
So “did non-African leaders
like Leslie Pearson of Cana-
da and -‘Ayub Khan of Pa-

| Nkruinah raised the ‘contro-
versy ‘on to. the plane of

‘by enunciating the principle
of majority rule and mino-
rity protection.

~ SHREWD STROKE
By this- "‘éhr'e{#dl-. stroke,
Nkrumah  of

Ghapa saved the conference
from degenerating into 'a

neously, he forced ‘the Bri-
tish delegation to“fight. on
grounds mnot: of, its own

cess. In a way the British
Government was arraigned

nion.’ -
mah’s manoeuvre succee-

see that the .U.K. govern=

THE Commonwealth Prime

~ set in motion powerful new curren

now has to do is to mobilise

heavy pressure on the Uni-|.

kistan. - But ' Dr. . Kwame

principles-and kept it there -

choosing - and earned the:
support of a wide section of
British -opinion in the pro-.
before the bar of world opi-

As soon as Dr. Nkrit-

ded, it was not difficult to

iment-had -to give in (even

iuard action was put up).
or whatever one: has to
say against British colonia-
lism, it must be admitted
‘that the moral conscience
of sections of the British
‘public has always been ‘a
valuable “ally_. to colonial
peoples fighting “for their
freedom. = S
The decision on ‘Southern

tain’s position—that of not
being responsible for events
-in Southern Rhodesia—was
hopelessly outflanked.,. For
‘years, successive €onserva-
tive governments of. Britain
“have ‘sought to side-step all
attacks on colonial rule in‘
Southern Rhodesia - by ar-
-guing that the territory was
self-governing - and, ' there-_

-peated ad nauseum at the
United Nations. It served
-as the grounds for Britain’s
non-co-operation - .with the
U.N. Sub-Committee set up
to deal . with “the Southern
Rhodesian question. =~
.- This obdurate and inde-
fensible stand has now been
‘completely - abandoned. But
it had to be abandoned in a

way- not to expose the UK.

- -. M— ,_Il . . g - - Mt
. Minister ? The answer is No. How then ‘can a so-
called Prime Minister who has not got the ‘blessing
of his own people expect -all Africa to ‘welcome"

him with ‘open arms ? Clearly .such a- move by
Africa will be morally wrong and constitutionally

indefensible. It will -be t
acquiescing in the imperia

antamount fo all Africa-
list plots and machinations

" against the Congolese people. -

Tshombe out of Cairo.

~ " Africa'supports the Congolese people in their
just -struggle against -West- European and U.S.
_imperialisms. A vivid ‘demonstration: of this support I
s to shun the arch-agent of impetialism. Keep
’ “ .. 7 w*authority- and responsibi-

“though a stubborn .rear-.

Rhodesia shows that Bri-

fore. outside; her - jurisdic-
‘tion. This arfument was re-

Ministers' Conference just ended in London has
» ts which will certainly sweep white minority
rule out of Southern Rhodesia. All that the. Cairo- Summit of ‘African leaders
all Africa behind the London decisions and take:
steps to make sure that Britain -does not fall back® on the diplomacy of delay
for which she is an acknowledged. adept. o

The battle over Southern Rhodesia dominated
this year's Commonwealth Prime Ministers' Confe-
rence to such an extent that historians may well
refer to the 1964 conference as the Southern Rho-
desia Conference. And in the conduct of this strug-
gle, Dr. Kwame Nkrumah of Ghana has played the
leading and a constructive role. This is. acknowledg-
edi by friends and foes alike. S

government unduly as shit-

king-its responsibilities

. through its deference to Bri--
tish vested interests. Here

a formula was hammered
out which acknowledges
the constitutional argument

| used by Britain and at the

same time commits Britain

| to -playing a positive new
| role in -the direction. of
justice in Southern Rhode-

sia. The relevant portion of
the communique reads:

““At the same_ time. he (Sir

Alec - Douglas-Home) em-
phasised  that the govern-
ment of Southern- Rhodesia
was constitutionally respon-

sible for the internal -affairs.

of that territory and that
the question of the granting
of independence was a mat-
ter for decision by the Bri-
tish Parliamient.”” -~~~ -

. LT /

BRITAIN’S RESPONSI-

ST BILITY.
. This formula makes." it
clear that ‘the entire Com-
monwealth has reached un-

‘animous agreementthat | -

Southern Rhodesia is a self-
governing " not 'an .indepen-
dent territory. Now all

authorities on constitutional |-
law are agreed that,” under -
the British practice, self-

government in ‘a British

territory leaves the’ colonial |
power with full powers over |

maintenance of law and or-
der and over -external

‘| affairs. It follows:that Bri-

tain’ now fully accepts- her
responsibility for law- and

~order as well as for external

affairs in Southern Rhode-.

“sia. For Southern Rhodesia, | |

it is' now agreed among all,

is a colony even though at |

an advanced stage of. evo-
lution -towards full indepen-
dencz: . .
~QOnce Britain’s fuli res-

ponsibility . over Southern

Rhodesia had been establi--
shed, the Commonwe a I'th
leaders.” again - prompted
by Dr.. Nkrumah and his-

African” colleagues, .procee- |

ded t0 .lay down principles
to guide Britain’s discharge
of this responsibility. The

sommunique. states that the

- practicable time.

- dition of the ',granﬁng of

‘speedily. the "~ Conference-

| Jutius Sago -

lity for leading her -remai-
ning colenies to indepen-
dence must continue to fest

‘with - Britain:”  This " view -

seems to conceed the point

that while other .agencies

could express  opinion’. on
what goes on ‘in Southern
Rhodesia, the responsibility
for advance devolves squa-

h s

rely on Britain. .
PRINCIPLES - |
However, the Common-

wealth leaders have ' not
given Britain the freedom

to. handle the affairs of }

Southern Rbodesia ‘as she.
pleases. And here. a few
principles have been intro-
duced. -’ L
First, the independence of
Southern Rhodesia must be-
achieved “at tl,x,e earliest
Secondly, Southern: Rho-.
desia should be independent
“within the Common-

“wealth”.

Thirdly, the independence
of Southérn Rhodesia’ must
be “on the basis of majority
rule.” o
* Fourthly, “the existence
of sufficiently representative
institutions would be a con-
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agreed that a constitutional -

conference -be " held ‘soon
and that all political leaders

| now . held -in detention .
‘'should - be - released. Of-"

course it is pretty obvious

that the second condition

is indispensable to the.
summoning of "any worth-
while constitutional confe--
refence to settle the fate of

- Scuthern Rhodesia. o
In the meantime "the .
Commonwealth. leaders en- -~

dorsed and emphasised  the

point that the UK. govern- -
menf must not recognise "
"any unilateral declaration
-of independence By ‘the
| present rulers of Southern

Rhodesia. The ‘point -that

has to be reiterated heré is.-

that since it is now recog-
‘nised that the grant of in-
dependence to Southern

-Rhodesia“is a -“matter for

decision - by the .British

Pgrlﬁameqt’f,' any unilateral

g _/'/ . ﬂ‘f'a‘ DM;
‘ ~_r/°"‘ s . i l’%"‘”‘-’ A
) Vi) A
SOUTHERN iy
v /“\au&wmé ' ‘
‘ " RHODESIA
- Midge” s
C e menn—
{0 S0K0 20 i RICA

independence to . Southern .
Rhodesia.” P
Fifthly, minority interests
should be protected under
an independent  Southern
Rhodesia. S

. CONSTITUTIONAL
. CONFERENCE .
In order that the consti-
tutiomal evolution’ of South- -
ern Rhodesia . might pro-

ceed . peacefully and-

declaration of independence
|| by the white minority rulers

in" the - territory will. be a

usurpation of the powers of "

the  British = Parliament.

.| Henée such:a move will be

illecal and unconstitutional.

The point here is-that in-&
| the event of such a mad ;-
venture as .the declaration -
of independence by Ian

Smith’ and his team of

Continued on page 4 - R
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V ~ . - Congo.

.. these j
- freighters” are to be cruis-

1

SURELY we should not be sUrprisé‘d at
: Should we not rather face u
part to the failure of the O.A.U. to fulfi

"I+ can be unequivocally stated that-no similar

Srganisation ever sparked off ‘the hopes of the
ordinary people of a whole continent as this one
-did. :For the poverty ridden millions of common

_people in Africa, the struggle for independence
"means much- more than a simple transfer of gov--
" ernment from an alien ruler fo a set of national
- politicians téo often devoted to securing and main--
taining a vested interest in a power patfern only

outwardly changed but in substance a continuation

Hopes for a better life are

. an inextricable element in

the nationalist upsurge. To

--deny. the means of satisfy-

" ing these-hopes is to betray
them. Those who do so

.+ will have finally to pay the
- . penalty of this.- betrayal.

Meanwhile, however, they
thwart the people’s needs

- by refusing to come -toge-

ther in solid African unity
.and manipulate the O.A.U.
in the interests of neo-colo-
pialism. If they came to:the

" founding conference, it was
* under pressure of the popu-

lar response to the shibbo-
‘leth of African unity that
has  spread so quickly
among Africa’s millions. It

- of .the colonial relationship-—the essence .of neo-
colonialism. | E

.

forced their signatures - to-

the founding Charter, a

. Charter whose character as

a neo-colonialist document
and instrument has. been
manifested. . '

A document and an ins--

trument, however, can be
turned towards quite an

“opposite goal than it is in- |

tended to if those who ope-
rate it. are sincerely willing
to use it to honest purpose.

"There are ~many obvious
. contradictions in the char-

ter, such as'that between its
avowed purpose to pro-
mote the unity and _solida-

“rity of the African states,

"and the insistence upon the

inalienable right of the in-

dependent (separate) exist- |-

:H‘e,_.lafﬂesf happemngs i m-l:he
b to reality and ‘ascribe them in
ri'l's commitments to the object-

- .ive of continental unity- and ‘the continuing struggle for total African .
-indevendence 7 - - S

A H

" ence of these states. Never-

theless, there are sufficient

areas of opportunity within
the stated: objectives to work"
solid = continental -

towards
unity if there were good in-
tention from .all the signa-
tories and good faith be-
tween them. :

The -animating element,
however, is perhaps impli-
cit in clause 5 of article 3,

which raises as a principle -

the “unreserved .condemna-
tion-“of political assassina-
tion in all its forms as well
as of subversive activities
on the part of neighbouring
states or any other states.”

This is' obviously based on

fear of the masses, and is
inspired by the concern’ to
obstruct Pan-African ' sup-
port of popular - action

against oppressive govern-
ments in independent Afri-

‘can states.

_FEAR OF VEN-
GEANCE |

‘Those leaders of African.-
‘states who are guided by

the fear of mass vengeance

<

L e L P

.+ for unfulfilled hopes in the

; face of corrupt goverriment
“and the rising wealth of po-
liticians and administrators
have made the O.A.U., by
anterior design and implicit
action, an avenue for fur-
thering neo-colonialism ins-
‘tead of an instrument for
forging African unity and
 the securement of total Afri-
can independence. -
Blame, however, does not
rest on them alone. It falls
also upon those ‘states that
~have placed themselves in
the vanguard of African
unity.  They have .shown a
lack of firmness and cohe-
sion in the face of neo-colo-
nialist provocation in Afri-
ca, - and have permitted,

among the  O.AU states
which are supported by the
imperialist. powers-and aim-:
ed at vitiating African unity.
" The signing of the charter
created the idea’ "that the

‘place the existing blocs and
political groupings that had
arisen to demarcate the al-

almost unopposed, the con-
tinued -existence  of blocs .

new organisation would dis- "

=~
1.

liances policiés’*‘ of different

sets of African states. This
has not proved to be the
case. The Casablanca -and
Monrovia blocs- seem - to

have disintegrated “'by de- |

fault. .

The U.AM,, for wﬁose
dissolution = some. African

statesmen have called, has

persisted and, with French

dictatioh, has - ransformed
itself from a politico-econo--
mic organisation into a so--

called purely economic one
under the title -of the
U.AM.CE. paving the

-way, according to Le Monde
‘(11.3.64) “towards. new - re-

gional groupings, such as

that of Senegal, Mali, Gui-

nea' and*Mauritania, which
about a year ago M. Sen-

ghor called the constitution

of all their hopes™. - :

If this was to bring the
scope .of - the organisation
into line with the objectives

of the O.A.U.; as was de--

clared by those engaging in

‘the transformation, it was :

a point at which menibers of
the African Unity Organi-
sation opposed to neo-colo-

was this same pressure that'

" is quite understandable becau
portance 'I'b"”g,‘firld Peace and” 3
*African states. This' becomes

European ar

. project is investigatéd in more detail.

. It provides for the formation of a.nuclear na--
- val-force jointly manned and financed b?' all NATO -
states. |t is to include 25 deep sea vessels

of 18,000

gross registered tons each (14:000 .R.T. according

mouflaged as ordinary freighters, these ships are
scheduled to be equipped in such a'way that they
can remain at sea for 100 days. Each:of them is to

be arméd with eight missiles of'the Polaris A 3 type

including atomic war_heads_wifh'a range of 4,700

kilometres. .~ -
" To remain unidentified
“atomic

ing predcminantly in the
waters of the international
trade shipping lines and
pear the coast of the North

B Sea, the-Mediterranean and

the :North Atlantic coast,
ie., also in the waters be-

or other non-member states
of NATO. : ) .
_These plans are sufficient
‘to make evident that the
MLF is also a serious threat

| “to the peaceful life of the

people on the African con-

. tinent. This -danger is at |
~ . least of a triple nature: o1

. THE PLANS

against’ the
Agreement on the par-
tial ban of nuclear tests

o because the NATO ato-

‘mic warheads, until now
exclusively in American

:eeping, would become |

accessible to the MLF

partners, -including the |-

. Federal Republic, which
“would thus be given
the right of co-determi-
nation on the use. of

~ dtomic weapons. . ‘|,
evelopment;

Such a

inevitably involves. the | .
danger of causing a. |-

race in the field of mis-
sile and nuclear arma-
ment which can be res-

_ tricted neither geogra- ' -
phically nor to certain

‘states. It would result

missile- |-

- _'longing to African countries .|

The MLF is directed |.
Moscow

in incalculable conflicts |

and tentions in. world
* politics - concerning the
vital interests of all peo-
“ples of our planet. The
hopes for disarmament
. ‘and relaxation of ten-
sions- of the - peoples

~would be cruelly disap-

pointed. . .
2. Hitting the nail on the
head, the West German

 newspaper Frankfurter |
- . Rundschau of 6 March.

1963 called the. NATO
" “nuclear missile-freight-
ers” ‘“floating - atomic

© . coffins easy~ to* locate
- and destroy,” Neverthe-

fins’* have a fatal effect
- on all states within the
range of their routes.
For all ‘these - areas,
especially the countries

on the .coasts of the

" "North Sea, the Mediter-
ranean . and the North
Atlantic, would auto-

matically be exposed to:

the disastrous effects of

. counterblow in case of
an atomic conflict.:
" The NATO “nuclear

missile-freighters™ cruis-
ing in the African wa-

“ ters would in fact in-
.clude the African con-

‘¢lear forward strategy”;

“this refers also to the o

- 17 NATO bases which,
‘according to official

. ist in Africa,

A

tinent in NATO’s *‘nu-.

- NATO information, ex-

THE project of the NATO multilateral nuclear force, abbreviated MLF,
™ has increasingly aroused the interest of the international public. This
se it involves a problem that is of vital im-
especiglly to the national interests of thes ~=
clear as; soon-as the’MLF~ -~

o the West German plans) in the first stage. Ca-

less, these¥nuclear cof- |

the annihilating atomic |:

To keep any atomic
menace away. from
Africa,
.states with the except~

" ion of the South Afri-
" can Republic—together
'‘with the socialist states
_and other countries en-
forced their view that

Africa: should.-be re-

garded as an atomic-’

weapon-free zone at
the 16th United Nations
General . Assembly on
- 16 November
- (with 55 ayes, no ad-
verse vote, 44 absten-
‘tions and with four na-
tional . delegations ab-
‘sent). - SR

the United - Nations
were called upon in the
‘resolution “not -to use
the territory, territorial

. waters and. the aif so-.

“vereignty of Africa for
testing, storing.or trans-

pons.”

. An MLF afomic fleet

- cruising in African wa-
ters with its fatal cargo

~'is directly ~ levelled' at |
.both the spirit and the |
- letter of this UN reso- |

lution, and must - be

. sharply .condemned by

- .all peace-loving people
. throughout the world.
3. A well-known politician
- like Harold Wilson, the
leader of the .Labour

to atomic weapons ‘for

the West German Fede- .
ral Republic. This con- !
ception is in full accord i
. with. the GDR note to.’
97 states in January-

1964. :
Giving his impression

~ nistry of Defence, the

er, Henory' Kissinger,

e

[ imperfect in original

-all ~ African.|

1961 |

- All member states of |

porting nuclear wea-

~ Party, said warningly
‘that the MLF is the.
‘means to pave the way | -

_of the West.German Mi-

* former Kernedy advis-’

. said-that this Ministry
“seetned ‘to know no
~ greater worry than that
of how to force the:
Americans into a.-war
in case of emergency.”
(West German Spiegel
of 5. April 1961). Henry
. Kissinger’s fear would
" be .even more justified
 if the Bundeswehr ge-
nerals had once settled
down on the atomic
“missile steamers’’.

" SCANDALOUS "
* STATEMENTS

The spirit these gene-
rals are inspired with,
‘'what they are thinking

. of the liberated African
peoples and of those
still struggling for their-

- liberation was express-

_statements, by the Bun-
deswehr Brigadier-Ge-
neral von der Heydte
in the Hubertus halls
in Nuremberg on 21
November 1962 as was
made - known - on 20
_February 1963 by the
Frontzlinfornationen of
" the West German Social
- Democratic College Fe-
deration. o

The Negroes, he said,
‘were “shown too late
who is the master” Von.
‘der Heydte continued

are but half-men. . . Un-
“fortunately, there are so
many of them...They

-

“must be hit, the more
who perish the better.”
. A-disgracefully racist
f' _and deeply inhuman at-
titude . like " this makes
évery GDR citizen and

.. all other good Germans
whose" hearts are ‘with

. all African peoples
! blush with shame. We
-vigorously and indig-
nantly reject the savage

* racism. It is fortunate

- ed in a scandalous way, -
according to statutory |

| - literally: “The Negroes-

are till regular animals -
... 1 cannot understand.
the United Nations, they"

R
L,

ateral |

T

" '-craﬁé ';.';Repl.ﬁ:;ﬁc; that

" - German state of peace

and friendship among’

the peoples in which

. -people like 'von der
- ‘Heydte have been de-
‘prived of their power
for ever. = ¢ '
A kindred §pirit -to- von
der Heydte the Wsest Ger-

‘man Industrickurier- wrote

on 25 February, 1964 com-
menting on the taking-up
of diplomatic relations with
the GDR by the People’s

| Republic of Zanzibar, that

formerly the - colonial po-
wers had replied to “acts”
like that with *“total boycott

.and’ economic blockade,

perhaps even by sending a
warship. _That,was the time
of the. ‘gunboat diplomacy’
which is illfamed .today- but
which, however, ‘succeeded
in making the big powers

of the western world res- -
pected and esteemed
throughout the world...”"

‘GUNBOAT DIPLO-
MACY’ AGAINST
AFRICANS

The f‘f‘.good”. old days of

colonial .rule of unblessed

memory are thus mourned

for, and it seems as though

those people are longing for
nothing else than a modern-

ized “gunboat - diplomacy’’
against the African people’s
right of self-determination.
It is certainly not mere
chance that in recent weeks

‘the Industriekurier has ad-
“vocated the . atomic arma-
ment of the Bundeswehr in .

a way recalling an ultima-
-If Bundeswehr and Fede-
ral German,™ press Organs

'strike a- tone like that
against the African peoples
today, what will be their

language when' they have

atomic weapons in - their -

hands ? .Will not -incorrigi-

_ble generals who, like von
der Heydte,  were adorned -

by Hitler with the Knight’s
Cross for their “mission” in

Crete, perhaps then demand

for Germany that there | the use of a “nucler missile:

b oo is

13

the German Demo- |freighter diplomacy”? ...

1 g What the 'U.A.M.C_-_E' puf'

! .

nialist’s divisive straxegy

could have taken . a. firm

stand. Tt is open’ subversion
to - i-ide™the functions of
th: *~ U. with imperialist-.
‘inrpucd blocs, and by its -
defiziiion this is precisely

ports to do.

Insistence - ipon:the poli-
tical uaity, of Africa is given
first. place” by those’ who-
honestly want it because no:
economic planning of subs-,
tance ‘can be done without
an established - continental
government from which the
power of execution and en-
forcement ‘would stem: Po-
litical unity and ‘economic -
unity are indivisible and:
African blocs which .are
turned, as the U AM.CE.
is turned, towards outside
powers or - associations . of
powers, whether - 'labelled -
political or economic, repre-.
‘sent islands of foreign inter-
vention inside the, O.A.U..
In the context of Africa’s -
“struggle for -freedom from
economic imperialism, unity
must be kept within  the

- boundaries and objectives
of this struggle. ‘
NEQ-COLONIALISM-

" Neo - colonialism, . unfor-

tunately, is in-the mind no
less*than in the act, as illus-

Madagascar’s - ambassador
at a reception given by Ge-
neral de Gaulle in‘Paris and
-reported in ‘Le Monde' 7
January, 1964: “We: owe to
France the radiance of uni-
“versal thought, of art and
of letters. - This radiance is
felt in Abidjan, in Dakar,
in Algiers, in Tananarive;
thanks. to, your universities."
It symbolises—because it is
" France—liberty. and human
fraternity. o

" “Fo advance, it is neces-
“ sary. that we, your partners,
must ‘be united. To be unit-
ed will give us strength. But
‘wesfeel. deeply - that we .can-
be united only by following
the road traced by France.’
Like: France, along -the
same track as France, we

also this noble task that you
have so well defined: the

is further demonstrated in
| the war - against . Vietnam
and that - against. Algeria,

| not forgetting the dreadful |

massacre performed on Ma-:
dagascar itself in 1947/48..
‘When France, Great Bri-’
tain, Or America, is' to. be
the- partner, when- the unity
is to be between former
slave and master, when it is

tion of the tutelary philo-
sophy, what happens to the
independence. of the “deco-
lonised” state, what to. be
_specific, - happens ~ to. the
O.A.U,, into which these
penetrations are brought ?
. The answer is only too
plain. We call to mind' the
rain of bombs and parachu-
tists in Gabon to return to
power the willing marionet-
te M’Ba, so that that coun-
_try’s tremendous iron - ore
‘reserves, its manganese de-
_posits, -its uranium and oil’
-might be saved for France.
Alas, not a single demons-
tration from O.A.U. or its
member states was made.
What happened to clause
-5 of article 3 ? Was.it meant
only for intervention: by
African States in . other
African States? - -7 -
- And: what is to happen
about .~ America’s wanton
"bombing of 3,000 innocent
men, women and ' children
in. the Kivu province of

. Congo, to make it safe for -

Amer ican’ imperialism ?
‘Where is the - protest.?:

|

‘trated by the confession’ of .

*are anxious to accomplish, |

maintenance of peace.”. It |

to be dominated by absorp- |

Where is the counteraction?
_ In"August 1962, a smalle;
| itemn appeared in thé Ghanas|

| rnn Gy

by;‘fﬂ'

~ Politico

‘Daily Graphic, -stating that .
‘United States army officers
were training as specialists
in the - African- aréa pro-

gramme - being - conducted = -

by the American University
"in Washington (under Me-
thodist control).. A defence

| Department -announcement.
said the officers were: taking .

a ceurse of - graduate level -
instruction in the culture of -
the African ..peoples, .- the
geography and economy of .-
. Africa -and the continent’s .

languages. The GLA., far -

from' hiding its activities;
boasts of ‘them in press and -
books. On February 22,
1964, West Africa carried
‘the  information.'date-lined

_Abidjan,. that “a- 76-man - °

French delegation ~made
-up . .mostly of “senior ’
army -officers .arrived here
last,week from-Dakar. It is
touring a number of French-
speaking. African countries |
for discussions ‘on French- =
technical: assistance.” - . .
. We cannot- say ‘we have
nat been warned. Why has
O.AU. not . heeded the .
warnings and taken positive
action ? - - N
As in every coalition. re-
‘presenting assorted motiva-
tions, ambitions and inten-
tions, the majority attitude. -
.determines ~ its - character.

The O.A.U. .is dominated .

by the neo-colonialist ten-

dencies of the ‘many: states .
linked. to extra-African al- -
Liances and their Africard- .
“created -appendages. ‘This
‘predominance made  itself -

felt at once in the compo- .

-sition of the Liberation
Committee (or Committee -
~of 'Nine) which,. though its
members. were carefully
screened had fo .admit ‘Al-
geria despite its socialist
adhesion and revolutionary .
programme, because her
" exclusion -would have made

the nature of the organisa- "’

tion too. apparent in view of .
the fact that Algeria had. -
then only - too recently .
emerged from a -gruelling
7i-years -war against’ the
“French. - '

. THE COMMITFEES

Thé Spark has" already, -
carried a review of the act~ -
ivities of the Liberation -

_Committee, in- which the ..

~Committee was criticised
-for its decision to give.spe-
cial:responsibility for di-
-recting the activities of the -
liberation movement to the -
‘independent . states = neigh-
bouring on the territory to
be emancipated.. . :
There was particular cri- -
ticism of the entrustment {0
Leopoldville of the role.of -
_guiding the Angolan libe-
‘ration struggle. The asticle
“attacked . the - Committee’s-
decision to recognise Hold-
e:. Roberto’s exiled-govern-
ment, which was taken, it
“said, because “the Eibera-
tion Committee succumbed
to the blackmail .of the -
Adoula Government. The
.result has been the crippling
of all revolutionary move-
ments in Angola.” - -
Reference 1s made here to
- the article because of the -
-acceptance by certain gov- -
ernments of = the .decision
on - the- recognition of Ro-
berto Holden’s  provisional.
government made, so it is
explained, on -the basis of
an investigdtion carried out - .
by the Liberation Commit-
tee into' the contributions
of the Angolan fighting
parties appealing - for the
Committee’s support.. This
ready acceptance of the -
Committec’s report by these -
~governments illustrates how.
Jinvidjous  neo - colonialist
~ersuasion can be. ’

';'Cont_-im__t_ed; on éé&e 4 -

:
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. -.,v‘._.arg not firmly wedded to-
- this idea. While amongst
. ‘sections of the rising ‘Afri-

- mocracy'. "

", cracy

FRIDAY, JULY 17,

WHAT forms of democratic government are émer_gi_ng 1n the new Afri- -

- ca?And how will they evolve further in the coming period 2. Many
i~ commentators in the western world—and this- unfortunately goes even”

' for some well-intentioned

. through western eyce. -

-+ Thisis especially so in Britain where "'the West-
* minster model”, the two-party’ systemi, and the
- principle of the official Opposition are propounded .
synonymous with the very term "de-

as if they were

But the fpéoble" of Africa

can - capitalist . class ‘i and

- petty - bourgeoisie there “is.

a certain ‘tendency to copy

~ some: of the worst features

of western forms of demo-
-and government,
especially in the realms of
parliamentary - procedure,

- the experience of trying to

make use of political .inde-
pendence to solve! the

serious economic and social

. problems which have been

. NEWLY INDEPENDENT

" ‘Buropean powers”. (West:

- pendent

. mocracy

| Something had

left as the grim heritage
_-of the colonal system :is
. convincing the African peo-
* ple, their organisations and
~their '

most  outstanding
leaders - that- western forms
-of democracy do not nece-

‘ssarily have much relevance

in Africa’s present circum-
stances. g ’

. This was clearly brci)ught’

out .in - the discussions -in

" March 1959 at a seminar
“held at Ibadan, Nigeria, ‘on
- %Representative go.vern-
-ment and National Pio-

gress” in which delegates

- from a number- of different
- African territories  t
- part. . :

ook

CHANGES AND'
ADAPTATIONS IN'.

" COUNTRIES
Although this was a’ dis-

cussion conference ‘and nd’

- binding ‘con¢lusions = ‘were

" . yeached or decisions taken,
.~ the deliberations.
- snowed  that

clearly
“no‘body
wanted merely to take over

“jnstitutions inherited from

the . - colonising - powers;

--everybody considered . -that

there must be changes and

-adaptations and that newly.
" independent countries must

not be -expected to govern,
themselves in images of the

'Africa, 11 April, 1959).:
The inadequacy of the-

‘ipstitutions - of - European

capitalism for newly inde-
states has |been
sharply emphasised by Pre-
sident Sukarno of Indone-

. sia in terms  which -‘have

considerable relevance to
the = situation in -Alfnca.

- Speaking at the University .
- of Istanbul in April-'1959

he said: :

“We imitated the practice .

~of Western countries in
‘establishing a pattern of
parliamentary liberal de-
' which  came
‘straight from: the text-
. books of Western Europe

" and America.... We

- swallowed it ‘and got vio-

| lent indigestion.

..... The sickness grew
: worse, not better, and
eventually it. beagn " to
_ menace not only the
_ 'health, but. even the very
life of the nation .
) to be
done. We had to. apply
our.own system:of demo-
" cracy, which is in har-
mony. with the character

of our nation ... We had-

. to make it possible for

all sections of our society

.. to participate. in the
- function of government.”
The essence of many of

" . the discussions now taking -

- place in Africa and the west

~ Africa :

around the question of the .

. two-party - system and - the -
- official Opposition. Many
" western. commentators, v

recarding  democracy
tends ‘to - centre

récent times, have spci(g

© in critical terms Of ha tren

“tinuation

in-

in the new: African, states
towards one-party systems,
and in ‘doing so have often
placed : indiscriminately - in
one basket, states- where
wide-spread democratic dis-

place
extreme - arbitrariness and
repression reign. The gover-
.bment of Ghana, in parti-

_cular, has come in for much

criticism from such- quar-
ters, and totally misleading
slogans. .such as “Black
dictatorship”. have been

freely ‘used in the British-
press to describe_the situa- -
-tion in this country. N

It can be argued that the
one-party - system .is--to an
extent a return to:or a con-
- of - traditional
forms  of African demo-
cracy in that it excludes the
conception of an official
opposition, cf a majority

up national parties ~ which
are the voice of the whole
people -and have expressed

ggle for political indepen-

geois ' sections, * national
capitalists .and even some-
times chiefs; and within the
ranks of ‘such parties . all
patriotic and anti-colonial
classes -are united around

~_UNITY OF FORCES

. Exp‘eriehce has taught the

- people that the utmost unity

of their forceés is essential
for this task; and thus have

the Sudanese Union of Mali,
the Democratic Party - of
Guinea, -the ‘Convention

‘People’s Party of Ghana,
| the United National Inde-

pendence Party of Northern
Rhodesia, the Zimbabwe
African People’s Union -of
Southern Rhodesia, the Ma-
lawi Congress of Nyasaland,
the Tanganyika African Na-
tional Union—all of them
mass parties, uniting the
overwhelming majority of’
the people -for _anti-impe-
rialist and independent aims.

In .a sense these mass
parties ‘are more than poli-
tical parties in the normal
meaning of the term; they,
are - the national - united
fronts of their respective
countries. In the conditions
of Africa, however, where
class forces are still in a.
process of formation, where
the mobility between classes
is considerable, - where:
‘many workers are.migrants
or conscripted peasants and
where - many peasants - are
casual workers, where pea-
sants become small traders
and their sons become intel-
lectuals, where a new bppr-
geoisie is even nOw arising
‘from the ranks of the bigger
traders and richer farmers

and - even from amongst’

those petty bourgeois forces
which utilise their” political
“positions’_ to - acquire new
economic ‘strength’  under
such conditions, it is, per-
‘haps, natural that mass na-
tional  organisations . should

than specific,
class parties. c
" 'What -has provoked. the

clearly (deﬁned

discussion, however, is not-
' simply that all the healthv -

forces of the pation have

_combined in order ‘to win

their. national demands and :
aspirations during the stru- |

arisen such mass parties-as |

arise .at ‘this stage rather.

cussion and.. activity. .take |
and - those. where"

and a minority. But it is not -
simply that. In many parts-,
of Africa there have sprung

dence. Such parties embrace- |
. | workers and . peasants, inte-
' ;| llectuals and petty bour-

“the common -ain of Over- |
throwing ~the-‘rule "of - the |-

Anthropologists +h e m-

people—look at African politicat structures

independence, but }t_h at|
after independence has been

‘won’ and new African gov-
¢ruments have been formed

afd states established,. the"

o v e rwhelming “dominance
‘of one-party, . remains.
Thus in independent Gui-
nea. Mali, Ghana and Tan-

ganyika, for example, there

is a one-party system..
' DEMOCRACY.

How. do African leaders
.look at this problem ? What

_ is their view ? And is it pos-
sible to equate such sys-

.tems -with democracy ? In

“reply to this latter question,

many western commenta-
tors would assert  “No!”
But African political lead-
ers and thinkers claim that
their one-party systems are
in n?sense a denial of de-
moctacy. :

Julius Nyerere, for ex .

ampl:, leader of the Ta-
ganyika African Nation.
Uidon, -states : - oo _
- “We Have a -one-party
- “government, to all intents

and purposes a one-party

_same shape as the House
of Commons, T.AN.U..
members sit facing as well
as behind the Government.
benches. We make no

. -provision for payment to

‘the ‘Leader of the Oppo-

~ ernment machinery to ex-

’ th_e§ T.A.N.U. machinery
“to :explain Government

roughly
Ty

~desia: . 7
4961) | <.

- In an interview (publish-

explained that to him de-
thocracy in'a poverty-strick-
‘en and recently colonial

single-minded . effort for the
rapid economic, social and
cultural betterment of all its
people. Thus presumably

united effort and hampers
or-delays the betterment of
‘the " people " cannot be re-
garded as working for de-

- state.” Although our Na-
. tional Assembly is the

|

mocracy. - :
The . same: points have
been stressed . by Madeira

Keita, Mali’s ‘Minister- of | -

the Interior.

thing is to mobilise all the
_.forces of the country to.

sition' and we use. Gov-

‘plain the purposes|
- of the T AN.U, Govern-'|.
1 ment to the people, and |

< policy... Yet I believe. i
that Tanganyika is a tho-
democratic_coun-

(East Africa and Rho- |
December |-

ed. in. National Guardian, 18
September 1961) Nyerere .

~country- means a  .united, |

anything which disturbs this’

“For us - the ' essential -

- .move forward... Does

- democracy necessarily im-

ply more than one party?.| .
We say no. .. At the pre- |

sent moment- in African
“history there is no need.

to multiply. parties, there

is no need to give oneself | .

.. fratricidal - opposition,
there is- no need -to give
ourselves
crisis every three months,
if we have decided to go

solidate the independence
of the African states and
if we-want to achieve
unity and " speedly raise

cultural noint of view to
the leve’ of other coun-

' (The .Voice of Africa:
October i241) '

‘even more sharply by Nda-
baningi Sithole who has
underlined very emphatical-
ly the dangers for the.new
African states of an Oppo-
- sition which can in reality
be. the pawn of imperialism
‘and a weapon to disrupt
-the people’s efforts to over-
coime the refinants ‘of colo-
nialism. :

“The recently emancipdté
ed African .countries do
-not place great import-

system,-partly because it
does not in itself -guaran-
tee derffocratic processes
and. partly because, at this

particular stage of their.

development, and when
it . is realised that the
former MASTER coun-

to return by hook.or: by
crook, the Opposition
- may only be African- in
appearance but European
in fact. The Opposition

" “the luxury of stér'z'le. ‘and
a - ministerial |

" -for independence, -to con-’

from the economic .and

- tries and other: peoples.”.

_The point has been put .

ance on the two-party.

‘tries are only too earger

rols in-London, W ashing-

. fon, D.C., or in Paris.”
- - (The Voice of Africas
" September 1961) @ .

PRESERVATION OF ,
| NATIONAL UNITY - °

E:.ay._have ‘its remote con-

~Thus the main considera-

tion in the minds of African.
national leaders is-the pre-
servation of national unity
to" prevent the return' of
‘colonialism, to scotch the
neo-colonialist - - endéavours
and practices. of the impe-
rialist powers, and to build
up the nation; -and the
form which experience has
tended to show to be the
most suitable for these.tasks,
i certain African . territo-
ries, 'is that of the” single
mass- party. . o
Sithole . rightly warns,

can states -cannot- ensure
democracy solely by follow-
| ing a -one-party -system.
“Neither it nor the two-
party system can guarantee
democracy to the peoples
of Africa and to the peoples:
of the world. The two-
party system may be Euro-

-to African countries, ‘and,
equally so, the oné-party
system may be dictatorship’s
first eggs in Africa. There
is no special ‘virtue, in prin-’
ciple, in either the one-party
system or the two-party sys-
tem,” argues Sithole. “It is
not-the form but the content
‘that counts, and that ‘con-
terit is the will of the majo-
rity™. i

~

p—

‘however, that the new Afri- -

pean imperialism’s gateway

N

1964 7

| dack Woddis |

Madeira Keita makes the . -
same- point. “Democracy is. =

*the management of public °

interests in accordance with .~
‘the will of the masses, the - -

will of thé greatest number.
But while we want to clean
up the situation, to deprive.
the colonialists or the adver-
saries' of -the weapon of
division. . :. it- must -never-
theless be . recognised that

the system of.a single party
is not without its dangers.” .

These dangefé, in " fact,
cannot be underestimated,
as events in Africa in the

-past two years have shown °

only “ too well. - Failure .to
recognise these dangers
springs primarily from a
-failure to appreciate that

! political parties are expres- -

-sions of class realities, and

that in Africa, despite cer-

-

tain- differences compared - -

with other regions of the
world, classes are in a pro- .
cess of formation and. dif-

. While accepting the mobi-
‘.hty .of classes ‘in. Africa it
would be illusory to draw
the. conclusion that .- class
-conflicts .are of "tio .signifi-
cance. Madeira Keita ad-
.mits that “we obviously
cannot assert- that Negro

African society is a class-.

less society”, but he never- .
theless ' claimis . that “the

ferent- class interests exist.

differentiation of class in -

Africa does not. imply a
diversification- of interests
and still less an
of interests™. -

by Y.A. Veselki

THE social én‘l‘h’ropélb-

gy of the ‘colonial

_countries, -including Bri- -
tish anthropology, deve-
loped as a discipline in.-

answer to the needs of
colonial administration.

selves do not deny this.
They see the applied na-
ture of their science to
be:-one of its chief me-
rits. In-order to adminis-
ter and exploit the colo-
nies efficiently "a tho-.
rough study Kad» to be
made of the colonised-
peoples.- This applies in
particular to Africa with
its enormous diversity of
social and economic
conditions. - - '

Brifish anthropolo gists
have .done a vast amount
-of work to. study the colo-
nial peoples. Many studies

ar> distinguished ;by. great |

thoroughness and: extensive
factual material, and -are a
big help in studying the life
of the African peoples. -

But what. we want .to
examine are the ends to
which their work has been.
put, the practical use made .
of their scientific know-
ledge. To do this we shall
‘have .to look: into :the- theo-
retical conclusions ‘and
practical - recommendatic"s
drawn from the trémendcus
work dope by @eganthroqu

g X ol \ .

logists. L

' Take the British “func-

. tional”* school = which. en-

gaged chiefly in a study
of African peoples. The
school is- connected with a
definite period in the - his-
tory of African colonial op-
pression. It developed after

~{ the first-world war when

Britain - embarked on the
intensive development ~of
the resources of her -colo-
nies, many of which acquir-
ed a considerable number

| of "~ European  colonizers.’

The exploited peoples were
regarded purely as building
material in the hands of
men like Rhodes and. Lu-
gard, creators of the British

“Functional” ~ anthropolo-

in contemporary British
th:opology.. » L

THEORETICAL VIEWS

an-

The theoretical views of
“functional” school are

~most fully represented by

‘Bronislaw Malinowski. cre-
ator and head of the school.
Let us consider some of his’

ral contacts.”

This concept is based on
are . “three cultural reali-

to the concept, African and
European * societies exist

“cepgratelv and each deve-

| lops according - to

i

=

colonial .empire in Africa.
gy fulfilled a definite social
purpose. An examination of -

it may help -us better to
-understand some new trends

theoretical principles among -
- them his concept: of “cultu-

the proposition that there"

ties” in Africa. According:

N
e
s

s
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| laws, laws that are incom--

mensurable.

“It - would be difficult,”
says Malinowski,“to regard
the settler and his African
neighbour as brethren of a

" stood the ‘scheme -did .not
state of affairs—that exploi-

the African -colonies by
‘whife capitalists took many.
different forms.

Theref o r e, . Malinowski
created a “third . cultural
reality.” This is a special
world where black  and
‘white co-operate.” It differs:
both: from- ‘the European
~and the African worldsiand

from this triple formula
" that-Malinowski studies the
African peoples. What role
" does the scheme allot them?
. The third, artificially-
constructed world is where
the process of contacts and

from the “organisational
forces ‘of Western. civilisa-

against the “passive tribal
forces.” ‘But even the chan-
ges allowed for in the_tri-
ple scheme take place in a
- no-man’s land and hence do
not affect the life of African

tion' of "contacts,” for-.ex-
ample, the African lives ac-
cording to one set of laws.
‘When he returns to the re-
cerve, the village. he moves

jts own | into*another world, a world .

alism '
Academy of

n, Researcher, African Institute,

- Sciences of the USSR.‘ S

large family”’. But .as ‘it
‘take into account thé actual

‘tation of the population of |

also has its own laws. It is

changes takes pla}ce:?I_n'ﬂu- _
ence and. initiative come

‘tion” -and. are directed

society. In town, in a “situa-.

of tribal culfure and a tri-
bal way oflife. Such an in-
terpretation, it-is obvious,
denies the African the pos-
sibility of and right to so--
cial progress, denies him the
possibility of any sort of
social development.

SOCIOLOGICAL . /
ATTEMPT =

This was a sociological

attempt to justify a: policy

aimed -at preserving the ar-

chaic institutions of African®

society. With the help of

hoped to be-able "to main-
tain ' their rule. Great -em-
- phasis was placed on leav-

* chiefs intact.

~As . the . “functional”
school saw it, the chiefs
would help to-keep the
‘tribes backward. - Conse-
quently, says Malinowski,
“the real problem of con-
tact, which the anthropolo-
gist is bound to assess, de-
pends then largely on' how
to strengthen financially,
. politically and legally ' the
present-day chief under pre-
sent-day conditions.” '
The “functional” school
can see the economic ad-
vantages of this policy “for,
owing to the forces of tra-
ditional generosity, the
strong vitality of - kinship
obligations and -neighbour-
ly. kindness; . the unemploy-

_ed -can Teturn to the reserves

and- share the pittance of |

tribal subsistence -economy

?

this policy the colonialists

ing the institution of tribal -

\ proved- Malipowsiis.

- ;.;"'T‘hllseihe-.mm' nining compa-

nies have an excellent sys-

" tem of . unemployment in-.
surance, the cost of which

is borne by, the. natives.”

7 TACIS.

The “cultural .cont'a.m."’ g

concept deoms the African
to poverty and ignorance.

‘This concept is essential-
ly a racist one.-It is an at-

tempt to give “scientific

substantiation to a policy
of segregation and racial
discrimination. -
ski said as much when ke -

opposition

Malinow-

—, cT .

declared : “Whenever Euro- .~

peans plan the settlement of
a large portion of any

colony, segregation and the -

the- colour bar become -in-

_evitable.” ' :

Malinowski and his asso~

" ciates in British social an-

thropology expressed -the
colonialist’s attitude to the-
African peoples. He assign--
ed to the Africans the role
of a cheap labour force and
denied them_the right to

“equal development and pro- ..

gress. - . -
History has rejected and

 smashed” schemes . of this -
sort. But such trends in -an-

thropology are not .ended,
as is sometimes claimed.

Malinowski has ideological . -

heirs in one of the last bul-
warks of racism, South
Africa, where his ideas have
found - their logical embodi-

ment in the policy .of apar- -
 theid. Proof of-this is a.re- -

cent monograph by P.
Mayer, - Professor. of Social

Anthropology = at . Rhodes - -

University, . Grahamstown, -
called “Townsmen .Or
Tribesmen.”” Here the auy-
thor presents Malinowski’s
ideas and arguments in a
somewhat modernized
form. But we are certain
history will disprove. his

concepts just as i, has diss -

v,

\!
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. Book Review:

GYMPTOMATIC of the
growing - importance of

the growing stream of
books, articles and features

- pouring from the printing

presses of the world.” Con-

- wibuting théir share to this
‘are Penguin Publishers, well

known for - their skill in

.catering for the generally |

well _informed reader. They
hage recently lauzniched their
Penguin ~ African Library
eries. ' L
" Following on ‘The Rise
_of the South African Reich’

- by Brian Bunting which

‘'was reviewed in The Spark,
we now have Which Way

Africa ? by Basil Davidson, |

well known as a journalist,
novelist and a firm friend
of Africa.

~This is the ‘ﬁ_rst attempt
in this series to give.a com-
- prehensive survey of Africa

today and to speculate
about future developments.
No one is more aware than
.the author himself - of the

. difficulties - and- -dangers . of

- treating such a:large subject
within the small confines of
a- Penguin volume. -

Nevertheless, he presents a

| most . interesting picture of-

Africa * today, - indicating
"both the tremendous variety
to be found -and yet the
essential unity of the Afri-
can peoples and states. -

FLYING JOURNALISTS

“ ' 'He analyses the historical

- forces, both African and
foreign which have shaped
the various countries of ‘the
" continent, and he illustrates

how they have shaped con- "
.~ temporary . situations- and.
. how they are likely to con-.
-. dition the future.. ’

- We are all too familiar
with the journalist who flies

. into the country, flies out

again after a brief stay and
then “passes; off his superfi-
cial observations as careful-
1y’ formulated conclusions
~ based on reliable evidence.
Basil Davidson is not that

- kind of journalist or ob-

server. He has visited Africa
frequently. He knows not

~only the-leading politicians

Sy

people from all walks of
life. It .is clear that between
his visits he follows .in
‘detail, the work of other
specialists - and this is re-
vealed by his references to
books, .speeches and news-
paper articles of all kinds.
which always aptly support
his thesis and are interesting
for. readers who, interested

" by the book on Africa, will
‘want to follow it up.
~ All books on- Africa im-

press the reader with the

“sense of the rapid speed of.
development. Davidson not
‘only gives this impression

with great vividness, but
more important shows what
causes it.- It is caused by

‘the mass pressure of the | -
‘African people for a speedy

jmprovement in their® way
of life: =~~~ =

" CRISES

To the English reader,
raised on the ‘civilising mis-

“sion” myth of the apologists

of the British Empire, it

must . come as a shock to

read the descriptions of the
acute economic and social

‘crises, as-well as political

crises widespread -through-
out the Continent imme-
diately after the Second
World ‘War. _

The continuous drain of
the ‘precious natural re-
sources, of Africa to the

_metropolitan centres was a

‘process which he calls ‘dis-~
mantlement’, a suitably
vivid ‘'word to .convey  1ts

_effects. It was, in the abso- .
“lute sense, driving down liv-

ing standards, improverish--
-ing the land and destroying
| traditional ways of life. Dis-

cussing the effect of the
growth . of - migrant labour
for the mines and planta-
tions 'he describes how

‘large areas were denuded of

the fit adult males for long
periods of time’. He quotes
the following from an offi-
cial report on Nyasaland;
“The whole fabric of the

old order of society is

undermined when 30 to 60
per cent of the able-bodiedt

: Contfnued frém' page. 1

racists, the whole world
would expect the full- might

" of Britain to be employed
. in scorching such an act of -
- "vandalism. Until the UK..
-~ Government is fully pre-

-pared to do this, there is still

. thedanger that its solemn

pledge just given to Com-
monwealth leaders may bp_
proved empty and hypocri-

- tical. It must be noted that
- . African opinion is not- pre-

pared to accept any post
hoc plea -that Britain’s

“hands were tied by circum-.

*stances beyond her -control.

 In the light of this even-
tuality it is still necessary

that “the Organisation of
African Unity - and the'j
- .. United ‘Nations remain on
. the alert and apply, conti-
- nuous - pressure on Britain
" to see that the solemn ple- |-

‘dge just. given is fully
carried out. The Southern
Rhodesia lobby in the U.N.
kept
active. ‘And at Cairo, the

"~ O.AU. should draw up
plans: for establishing .and .

helping an African Southern
Rhodesian government in
exile. Such a plan would

- be put intc immediate ope-

- ration should the white

- minority rulers of Southern

 NEW TURN IN

' SOUTHERN RHODESIA-

Rhodesia unilaterally. de-
clare the territory indepen-
dent. - . .

. The Commonwealth leaa-
ers must be congratulated
on their historic decision
over ~Southern Rhodesia.
For by this act of states-
manship, they have averted
imminent  bloodshed: - in’

Southern Rhodesia.-What is |
. more. they have saved the

"Commonwealth from inevi--
end b

table  disintegration

collapse. - . 7. .
Will Britain discharge her

obligations ~ to ~ Southérn

Rhodesia with honour and -

expedition ? Will the luna-

|'tic fringe of the white

minority settlers in South-
ern Rhodesia stop short of

plunging that territory into’

a racial war they simply
cannot win ? :

end. - . . »
_ But the guarantee for

this is the state of serious--

ness and alertness of the
0.A.U. over the Southern

Rhodesia issue. For in in-
ternational diplomacy, suc-: -

cess comes - not through
reliance on the good sense

of the. particinants but via’
the neutralis. v and.defeat

‘of enemy mo €s.

. by Ba_s.il’

of the continenit bus trévels
‘widely meeting ordinary.

e J".“i:
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Davidson

men are absent at one time.
Emigration, which destroys
the old, offers nothing to
take its place, -and the
family.community is threat-
ened with complete dissolu-
tion.’ S
In other areas, peasants
were forced to'depart from
their traditional methods of
raising food to raise indus-
trial cash crops. They . thus
became the helpless victims
of .the fluctuations of the
capitalist  world
market, they - lost - their
sources of = stable = food
“supply. The theft of valua-

as he vividly illustrates, land
hunger, erosion and starva-
“tion. - . "
It is Decessary ‘to stress
‘this to many-English read-
ers who, while vaguely un-

| easy about what they hear

of the effects of imperial-
ism, comfort. themselves
-with the illusion that there
have been some compensat--

figures on health and edu-
cation alone go far to smash
the myth of -beneficial
foregn occupation.

The impact of the Second
World War which released
a great leftward
popular  movement  in
Europe, kad, - the same
effect in Africa. It is a lesson
fo- progressive - people in
Europe to note that in those
‘countries -which were cen-
tres of ! imperialism the
‘working class was -not
‘strong: enough. to -overthrow
capitalism. and  establish
new soeieties. 'While impe-
rialism ‘'was able to resist
its own working class at
home it was not able to
stem the tide in the colonial
world. This upset their cal-

looking ‘to Africa as a fur-
ther- source of riches. Bri-
tain- especially, after the loss
of India looked to our con-
‘tinent to’ patch up her ra-
ther battered fortunes. The
Labour Government - tried
to apply that policy with
what success we all now
know. ‘ , '
By marshalling a formid-
‘able array . of evidence,

‘convince the most sceptical
reader of the overall nega-
tive effects of imperialism
of whatever brand. '
‘Having established the
fact of ‘dismantlement’ he
goes on to show how
this is'one of the domi-
nating. factors of
the present situation. The

have inherited. from" impe-
rialism economies and so-

‘the . systematic

pilage = of
centuries. . - T

The prospects are that
sanity ‘will - prevail in the.

< ..the outside world
“tended -accordingly - to' see
the African drive for eman-

cipation merely in political ,

terms. It saw more
often ‘than not, only the
top. seventh of the iceberg,
but - the bulk - beneath

economic Crisis—was none
the less there. It was this
that constituted the real

{ colonial crisis, the heaviest
‘burden .left lying on the:

shoulders of Africa.’

.How to throw off this in-
“herited “burden “is -indeed.
the essence of the problem
mnow facing every African
state. - T
Davidson - discusses ~ the
-variety of political forms

_colonies of France, are as
‘yet, merely client states-of

ble ‘land .in areas of white.
-settlement have produced,

ing factors somewhere. The-

Davidson should be able to’

.newly " independent states

_cial. systems bled white by |

the surface, the social and

which -have emerged, A’
number, like -some of the-

culations because they were |,

- Africa:

the old imperialist power.
Here the old administrators
have been replaced by men
who noy feel that they have

-“arrived’, who want no fur--

ther change and-are prepar-
ed to go along with neo-
colonialism. The author ex-
plairs the dangers. of neo-

" colonialism very clearly.

There are other states which

-are committed to' thorough

going social change :and

these too he treats simply

and plainly. . -
" A very useful section of

the book  is -that dealing

with the One-Party State.

To many British people, |

and indeed, to many Afri--
cans, the ideal form of de-
mocracy  is -the ‘Parliamen-
tary system with its Govern-

-ment and opposition parties.
.Indeed, many seem to think

it is the only form of demo-
cracy. c

~BRAIN WASHING

For generations. now,
since the growth of the
Soviet Union and. of the
other Socialist states, the

. people of the West have

been subjected to intensive
‘brain washing’ designed to
~,nvince them that the One-
Party State is a violation of

dzmocracy. The same pro- ;

pagandists - have curiously
overlooked some One-Party
states which were not So-
cialist, these have been tole-
rated. It is not the One-Party
system that worries impe-
rialism, it is the building of

.Socialism which- it regards

with such horror. . — -

all the borrowed apparatus
-of Western democracy’.
This rather understates the
problem; but since. this.
book appeared, the Nige-
rian - Labour 'Movement,
having undertaken.one of
the finest militant actions
of- its history, has shown

already .the - depth and
power- of the challenge
which is already being

made to such a backward
looking policy.

REGRETTABLE -
TENDENCY

Perhaps because of the
audience for . which Pen-
guins tend to cater, David-
son tries to maintain a cer-
tain air of detachment, but
_inevitably one or two weak-
nesses flow from this.
.. One regrettable tendency
throughout the book, al-
‘though not dealt with in
gréeat detail, is to discuss
the 'imperialist powers and
the socialists countries ra-
ther as if they are merely
two different power blocks,

-each battling for wotld do-- |
| mination with Africa as one

of the arenas of struggle. If -
this view is encouraged, the

"African people will be cut
off from their strongest

-anti-imperialist allies, the’
Socialist countries.

. By -the very nature of the -

Socialist system, which is a
non-exploitative society, aid
from the Socialist countries
'is radically and profoundly
different from that pro--
ferred by imperialist and
neo-colonialist countries. It
is fraternal aid- without
strings, negotiated on the
basis of equality and de-
signed to strengthen - the

| tribal state in Africa ‘with

‘agricultural and industrial

It is aid from the whole peo-
ple of the-Socialist' world
‘who see it as their fraternal
.duty to assist all the forces
of anti-imperialism'to  grow
and develop. o

- Davidson too accuses Co-

to find - bourgeois classes
where they do not exist. ‘As

sistence on seeing what is
‘not there. ‘On the contrary

| of every African state.
 We reject the accusation

from Nyerere that scientific

of -advance 1in ‘- Africa

ria* and Ghana among

bankers, these
ing class,ifor yet consider
themselves to be one. They
do not have °‘class cohere-

They are simply men and
women whose  position

We should not be dis-
armed by the word ‘simply’.
It is truc that such 'people
are not strong, but we-do
not make a class analysis

make a class analysis to see
how strong is the leading
force for the building of
Socialism. The working

are the leading force pre-
‘cisely because of their class

base ‘of the African state.:

- mmunist “writers of? trying -
. if they have a dogmatic in-

| it -is necessary. to find out .
_ | about the class composition
which the author quotes
socialism' sees the ‘only way-.

= ¢ through bitter class conflict. :
| But he himself says ““Nige-

others have many ‘enterpri-'
'sing ftraders, even a few |
people:
neither behave as an invest- -

nce of the kind with which -

‘we are familiar in- Europe.

tends in that direction.”

_simply to crush classes, we |

class and working peasantry’

position and their relations:

tie
?

sive. L

" We seek alliances from all
classes in the building of ‘a
‘new socialist order but it -s

class, some groups of people

| will play:a more positive

“role than others. To deny
this. is to encourage the

“list.

-Without - wishirig to ap-
"pear arrcgant or pretend

i scientific socialists might be

managed to build socialism,
-while over .a third of .the

In spite of these weak-

and indicating possible lines
of development. Davidson
sees -clearly the . dynamic

_Unity and warns the scep-
tics that cnce ‘they doubted

~ken about the prospects for
the unity of the whole Afri-
can peoples. . % .

useful for them 'to have a
: view of their situation and

It is.-just. the .same in - .- o

Those -One-Party

States which are . being

“v."dely misrepresented in the
"Western Press are those

which are committed to a
planned socialist economy.
Davidson- shows that in a
country. like. Ghana the-
One -Party State is the high-

“est expression of democracy
based on the mass unity. of '

the people, forged ‘in the
national liberation struggle
and now going forward .to

"build ‘a new and nobler life.

- Davidson -shows how ne-
cessary it is for the new
African states to tackle their

.problems in a fundamental

way: if they are to over-
come the terrible legacy of
imperialism,  but -he sees

clearly that this is not hap- .
penihg everywhere. Some
like Ghana, Guinea, Mali-

and Algeria are indeed"com-

nitted to this thorough-..
-going change but as he
_puts it for:some ‘the coming -
of independence has meant

a certain failure of nerve, a

‘tendency to retreat within | SR
.. Perhaps “the crippling of

the traditicnal enclosures for

‘new- secyrity- inside an-old

armour of customs and be-

. .lief,' .. .

DIFFERING PATHS

- ~There are deailed -eiﬁﬁl_i- :

nations of the differing

paths taken by Ghana on |

the one hand and Nigeria
c.1. the other. While he is
tentative in all cases and
reluctant -to make bold

-forecasts,” his. confidence in"

Ghana is clear. In-relation
t» 'Nigeria on the other
hand, he sees thé impossibi-
lity of the hope entertained:
by some " leading - Nigerians
that they. will be ‘able to

.construct. a -Nigerian mid-

dle-class capable. of deve-

.loping a .vigorous capitalist’

society.

~ He quotes from’ the very _
‘mild journal, West Africa, |

to express the basic dilemma
thy face. ‘The real crisis:in
Nigeria- is. its ‘unique ' expe-
riment of meeting-the &hal-
lenge of a néw vast multi-.
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_occurs is:, How objective,”

" yiewpoint, can an appraisal
be that does not state the

-from them ? Secondly, was
it assertaired how and from

- diately in a superior posi-
-tion: over the other organi-,

“efforts frcm ‘an organisa-

“vance the different motiva-

~ " Coritd from page 2
The first thought that

from . the revolutionary

fact that Holden has a free
run. of Leopoldville and
holds his -meetings -openly
under the nose of the Ame-
ricans without molestation

-whom Holden obtained the.
equipment and funds that
originally put his men into-
the field, and how this ad-,
vantage placed him'imme-

sations, even though their!

tional point. of view -may
have had equal strength at
the time ?- R

all revolutionary movements
in. Angola” is the desired
cbjective of the Liberation
Committee, because recent
approaches to Dr. Agostino
Neto’s MUP.L.A. (Move-
ment for. the Liberation of
‘Angolap Peoples) by Ro-
berto Holdén have been at-
tempts not to ally with it

but to absorb it, a comment- |-

also .on the strength of that
organisation. S

The heart of the matter
is that the charter of O.A.U."
was ‘signed without any at-’
tempt to thrash out in ad-

tions and political ideologies
of the participating states.
It has become more and
more obvicus with the pass-
ing of the months- that the
sgreement. made at Addis
‘Ababa  glossed over these
in order  to -present before
‘the: world . a diplomatic
front of common - purpose.
As a resuli. therethas been

spread tentatives have been
- kept to diplomatic and bu-
réaucratic levels which have
_skirted away from the solid
issues. e
To touch the solid issues
‘would have meant to bring
out into the open the under-
lying contentions and would
"have necessitated an at-
tempt to resolve them. This
is . something" which the
states in the vanguard_ of
" African unity upon whom
the burden of raising them

-shy of.
going down to the -people,

fear of stirring up diploma-
Where there have  been

rection, there has been a
quick withdrawal ~from
them. Thus O.A.U. operates
- wholly in -the arid. aura, of
of diplomacy around a se-

never take onlife until it
is given flesh and blood by
the. integration of the-peo--
ple.. - o
A start has been made
- with the coming together of
central trade union organi-
‘satiens from 27 of the Afri-
can . countries in = the
A.A.T.UF. Can it be hoped
‘that this All-African orga-
. nisation of the working peo-
ple, now that- it.has been
reinforced, will build a ‘mi-
litant. political arm that will

tk:> people all over the con-

.can union with a centralised
‘government having full le-
gislative and executive po-
wers ? o oo
. Nothing less will bring to

a covert evasion of _acgion
in depth, and the~ thinly

“this continent the bright fu-

would -fall have -fought

It meaﬁs .tackling the’
_political, social and econo- -
mic fundamentals. It means
the urgent and basic  ap--
proach that has been avoid- -
ed through too cautiolis a
tic susceptibilities. = -

tentative_sorties in this di-.p

cretarial skeleton that will

‘make it its business to rouse .

tinent to push their govern- .
ments into a solid All-Afri-

‘ture. that the. pedpie fook:
to from the struggle for in=

cannot seriously leave its

-cretariat ? e
.. Meantime, what -of ‘the

where -white government is
"supreme ? What - is -being

ward their enmancipation?
Every day our newspa-

unity being the means of

. 'bringing  freedom to the.

slaves of. apartheid. Unless
resolutions . and ¢ declama-
tions are backed by -effect-
ive and ‘active support of

of - systematic appression,
‘the independence and unity

“merely an academic quest-
ion. . .

its more advanced industrial
structure,  were -released
from the imperialist - stran-

largest and most vital-con-
_tribution to the over-all de-
-velopment of ‘this continent.

beration is to be allowed to
tinker with the liberation
.movements. as it has been
doing, dividing and setting
them off one "against the
other,” or- strangling them

triumph, not of African uni-
ty but of.neo-colonijalism.

-allowed to entrench
tic structure of the O.A.U.
lities  that - encourage -neo-

~give ‘up hope- of the estab-

‘ment.

Published by the SPARK PUBLICATIONS, F.0. Box M.171, Accra, Ghana.
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. with other classes are decl-
-undoubtedly true that as a -

ideas of people like Nyerere .
whom Davidson himself de- :
scribes as a Utopian Soc;ia- :

that we have solved all pro- .
plems, those of us who are

.allowed to point out. that
{ in.no country in. the world
have utopian socialists yet'

‘world has been led to Socia- - -
| lism by Scientific Socialists. .

| nesses the book is very use-
ful, "anelysing the present

force of the idea. of African .

| the- possibility of Indepen-

.|'dent States in Africa," just
as they were mistaken then -
they are likely .to be mista- .

- - The book is valuable not -
- only for people in Britain
;" who need to understand our "
\ countries much better, -it is.
-also "useful for -Adfricans,

prospects so clearly outlined - .
by a friend of our contnent. - -

Gependence. Adfxica, surely,

affairs in the hands of a se-

struggle of those ruthlessly -
oppressed sectors. of Africd .

_done - positively to help for- -

_pers_confrort {is with pious-
| resolutions and stirring de-
clamations about African’

‘the struggle in these areas '
.of  Africa ' may become -

It southernVAfrica, with:
-glehold, ‘it could make the

But if the Committee of Li=

by favouring .one against -
many, we can be sure of the

‘And if the secretariat is . -
low . itself
within the present diploma- - -
working within the forma- '
-colonialism, we can equally - e

lishment of a union govérn: N
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