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our Epoch

. “institutions of African Unity” -

" .Each territory had

- French investments,
- But the "decade:- 1951 1960
_ saw -transformations -of far- .

o dent

TN the Flrst (Accra)',
Conferenee of Independent - - -
Afrlcan States :in April 1958,

' virtually nothing was heard of
, Afrlcan Umty, outside: the-cir- -

cle of a few:visionaries. Africa-

'- was divided’ jnto watertight ~ -

“spheres of influence” of the <~
. colonial powers .of . Westem P
" . Europe. ' -

What : some. pro-lmpenahst‘
theoreticians today refer to-as

- were in fact a few inter-terri-
torial -agencies -like the 'W. st
_African - Currency Board, ‘the:
" West 'AfricanFrontier Force,
the  East - African Rifles, - the
East African. Airways, e€fc.
These agencies ‘served the co-.
lonial - adrmmstratlons “in - ‘a
group of colonies. - -
. They were not “mstltutrons i
- .of African unity”,
" trary, they . were

P ssaltn

tions, agencies created prima-- -

rily.to. make colonialism func- 2

tion more efficiently, .
‘Accordingly, - they were

_' . essentzally a negatzon of Afri- -
- .can. uynity, -which is bas:cally_ .
anti-colonialist both in spzrzt

and purpose. :
Up to 1950, Africa was

" firmly under the grip of impe-

rialism, notwithstanding the-
- growth of national ‘liberation.
. movements. ‘These movements
~were restricted - in characterg
(its own.
movement and there was. little.

contact between’ the vanous o

movements;

And within each terntory. 2

~ the national liberation move-
ment was confined largely to!
an intellectual middle stratum.

"The few pohtlcally indepen- A o
dent terntones were not ina .-

-position .to give either ideolo-

- gical guidance or material sup- - 'h
port to these scattered Tibera-

tion movements S
CONTROL

Thxs was - the case because :
these
" states. were economically. con-
trolled from outside - Africa.

: the Far ‘East

~ agencies .,:'j'
meant to reduce the averhe:d .7~
-"costs of colonial. admmlstra-_ R

.. nomic control

'-War II quick.ly set up Jro- o
UK. mondrchies to guarantee
‘economic ‘and strategic conees- - - -
sions’to Britain-and USA.
"By 1957 - the. mdependent
:States ‘of Africa’fell into: three .
'categones. Ang such: eategen- R
sation ‘is’.‘important ‘to  tke
understandmg of subsequent-_ :
.diplomatic’ ‘manoeuvres ' 'con--
fnected Wlth Afncan umty.f

On:, the con-,_..,.,.. ..

Conservatlve and openly
pro-West governments :

'I‘hese governments were e
" easy becatuse-of growing ra-

dicalism within their bBorders.

. states

Tﬁe states of “moderate”
natlonahsm created by im-.

perialism pnncrpally -as &

- defensive action' against the
:advance - of mlhtant African
"~ natiopalism and--in- which

- political -independer .e
'-.tatxon of the incréased: pressure -

oof. mpenahsm -on. Afnca ‘has
v - been _the increase’ .in. joint,

?_ actlons by the xmperlallst po-';
. wers in Africa; . :

~ accommodates fore_lgn €co-

The Toss (to ¢ol

so-called -iridependent . -_":f"

v»'.:Some were dominated by US. ' pend: :

businsss; others lived ‘on UK.
and  US. grants; : Union of

South Africa was. merely. West - o
European -rule | domiciled”:in" jpvest

South = Africa; .
.operation between: Bntxsh and-

reachmg s1gmf1cancteh _I& 1952,

©a new- Egypt (now

- radlcally antl unper alis
born. - -~ -

" Morocc

after

for years of King Hussein
In Al9.57 Ghana bem

and Fan)uk' durne
Egypt. was the ' field of -co- v

: ’;"'wrth air and naval: bases;’

- And ‘this growth of radical-.
-.ism" drew. mspxratlon A1om
events in - netghbourmg}-

compames m the explontatlon of
Sahara oil;

Zambla) mmmg, L
stepped up her aid progfamme

$2144 ‘million given out mostly
in the form of surplus Amencan

';.»; farm products R
e The pressure of West Euro-
; and H:

These -were:-said .to-: ‘be in

“preparation”::for .:a  possible.
g -'.,::world war although “n:faet; .
they: have: . become: - military" -
spnngboards ‘and - ‘ordinance
depots. from-which fo:conduct -
~armed: struggle against: African’

nationalism and: to- “equip’ re-

';actlonary At'ncan reglmes

POLICY

Furthermore the War mdus-

tnes -of. - West: - Europe’ and.;
~U.S.A. -drew largely: on strates :.
‘gic raw -materials of African

ongm—uramum, : columbxte,

‘manganesé;. lithium; oil: -

- A “most significant. mamfes-

:Hitherto,’ these powers had

_.,.:.been torn by rivalries.and the. -
~desire- (especlally by US,A)
vanou‘s_: .

toi: penetrate ‘the -
oﬁ mﬂuen

; held - $50: mllhon mvestmentsb
. iin- - Northern : Rhodesmn (now

v'from -$4- mﬂhon m1952 1o

| the'Eu' 3

Fund' of the Europwrr

Tion to'be spent over the Soyear -
period . 1958-1962, - Biritesh .

* thinking heﬁté*ﬂy gave hxrt&

~to the: Speelaf 5
Pro 7

ket

and aunited Western Europe’

-Another example of joint...|
zmperzallst action in - the .un-
derdevéloped:: countries is ‘the’
Intermztzonal Bank for Recon-
struction. and. Development
(World Bank). -

' U.S.A. alone has 40 percent .

of. the investmient of this bank
which by .1960 had granted

-loans in Afrlca of up to $4OO e

mllhon s
Qver two-thirds of the. sub-
3cr1bed capital of the Interna-

‘tional Bank is held by US.A.; =
' Britain “and 7 the European y

Common Market Countries..

" Three main’ facts. have do-
“minated’ mternatxonal relatnons »

smce World War I[

The Cold War The capl-»-

- talist - (Western) bloc _has-

" “faced the sacialist (Eastern) .

C‘blocin'a grim struggle which’

* the threat of nuclear: war.”

'j;Thls phenomenon has had ad-
-verse - ‘effects: on - Africa: It -
-"gobbles some$120,000 mil-

-lion" 4 -year, - accordmg to-

Tt has’ had firs

-tive. action’
‘petition’ among ‘themseives:. -

thlnkxng on tlils matter crys- . by giving pnon‘gy to imvest-
tallised  in thé': Bevelop yment
~mon: Market- countries: i 1';958: | tor® I°£ agﬂcnltural faw ma--

~with the sum of “$5%,125 mik -

O ments. i extractive (mlmng)
_industries ‘and :the produc- -

'Fh : AfreoAsxan group of -
2 Statés: fis emerged as a

.;.-4-umora£ force of consequence -
- in international relations. Its

- prmc;ple’t ofatrg nment,

tions were farmufaﬁd and:
- adopted: at the. riow’ historic .
Bandung - Confer'encew and
. have had ‘a ‘salutary: nnpact
.on: mternatlonal affarrs -

3 The Umted ‘Nations, though
patently weak in some vital

- gegards,” hias ‘survived " and
grown in prestige as a world
.forum where East and' West.
- could - meet to talk” ovér
- matters. that endanger, -the
- peace of thé world. ‘What is
_more, the U.N: began fo're-
veal that it could” serve as

" the. channel’, through ‘which
“the smaller “nations -of - the

- world _through ' concerted. -
-action, - could brmg moral

- pressure. - to "~ bear - on the

- - Great' Powers for the good’ '

of all ~mankind.

. We can now summarise. By'
1957, only: eight African: States ~
_ (excluding. South Africa). were -

politically - independent, :the

‘rest of- Afnca being under the - K
-involves an” arms race and - :

colonial rule -of - Western

" Europe “and the economic. in-
ﬂuence of . U‘S ﬁnance caplta] .

Among the. lmpenahst po-

} -_wers, the tendency w -
- U.N: estimates.” A Targe part - rCY vas.[o eon.
. of - this ~ammount . could be
i ~usefully. spent on : economlc

- ‘development.” -

centrate more .on" Africa. and
gradually to substitute’ *“‘coHec-
> for -rivalry .com-

In-the. world -at large. the

' cold: war. -betweén . East: and
T . West- took the better part .of .
_-man’s’- financial: and’ " human
- yesources: :and - threatened hns
,‘.peace and ex1stence. e

settlement’ -of -intern 'IG; al

in the era. o£ deepemng Crisis -
of imperialism.
-1t is the theory- and practxce
of Africa’s' emancipation. -
The ‘concept. .of - ‘Xfrican

umty sets. out: “the' ob]ectlvesv

~which : the new - nations, must
, seek. to attain if alt Africa must -
“be emancipated. Tt also sets out
the various. processes by. which.
these obpcnves could be

In” the eia when Afn
basic problem is to frée 1tself
from centuries' of colonial sub- -
]ugatxon, theconcept of Afri-
can-Hnity m,essennally a stra-
‘tegy- directed - against rmpena
hsm in-all its formis, -

-~ On’ the ruins. of colomal re-

Iations: has to be bBuilt 3 1ew
-economtic ‘and: “socigl’ Orc:r
-which will at one and the sante
time' sustain - Africa’s ifdepen- -
dence and bring a fuller: Ife
.within' reach: of the" ordisary -
‘citizens of Africa. In #dditios,
<all ‘this: has to:be done in a
relatively short space of tire

states through eccmormc and
sti'ateglc control “and culfar-1
" influence, Flowing - logically
. from this, independent Afncan
- statés :must come: together in.
. order to safeguard their sove-
- reignty and ‘territorial integrity
‘and-in -order, furthér, to attain -
. ~complete independence: by
. breaking :down: the . control of

’ 1mpenahsm in' the spheres of

‘the national economy, natioral -
defence and culture, " .
“African- unity, ° therefore;
cannot- mean the 'usual infer-
“course. - - between - - sovereign
states. Such: ‘intercourse be-

tween- states is-a normal fea- -~
" ture of civilised life and exists -

even between hostile statés: .

*'Somie ‘amourt of trade; telee

commumcatlons contacts--etc, -
do not mean, and cannot con- -

o ‘*;”",’r' *S&tute.wéﬁlwmtyfﬁfmn;-’., B

umty -means: something -more,

“it. involves ‘the "co-ordination:

of vital spheres of . national

- life. It involves : senous polrt;ca]__'-

decxsxons S
Such co-ordmatlon ot vital

spheres of national life is not
- just'an intellectual exercise for .
-thé new: states of Africa. It is.
-the offshoot of the compélling
" logic of modern life. The weak-
ness of-the new states of Afri- .. -

I size; weak ' eco-
-nomy, - -poor:: defences, " defi-

“ciency in- high-level marfpower
—makes orgamc pohtxcs umty

‘ mevxtahle

- compressing into a few de- -, .

“cades the . progress achleved
‘elsewheré over a century or,
more. ,,

Afncas Vltal 1nteres ts

. The: 1mmed1ate termina-

2 the bmldmg of a.new eco-
. nomicand . social ‘order. .
. .serving - the interests . of e
broad masses;

. the " attamment of the

above objectives now: -
In the spheres: of the rela- -
txon between independent .and :

dependent Africa, the concept :

-of - African - unity- is equally
categorical and revolutlonary

‘The: vital principle heére is

that- the ‘immediate termina-

tion of colonial rule in Africa
Cis an urgent. duty imposed: by

hxstory on the mdependent
states: of Afnca and on the
whole world .

txolrof colomal mle;

<o a'loss: of mdependeﬁee :

» CO-ORDINATIGN
For the only alternatwe to

- such unity: is continded .de-
‘pendence ‘on’ foreigh . powers
-or the .exchange’ of .an 'old

master for a new one” There-

- fore the strugg}e for real unity
“among  African. states -is not
- utopiarn_ idealism but ‘a- reali-

stic down-to-earth approach
to the vital preblém of con-
solidating~ and enchancing

“Afriea’s mdependence ‘What =~ .
‘i miore, it is .the only ‘way = -
‘forward. All other. roads lead

.-to: sham. independence: or -even

“The . struggle

'- -of.African states
-prjnciple -that in. add

each othe

Eterntonal gnty vital g
- be

.of natmn

t such. pohtl

--"jn t. forced at- the expense




: =, ‘making- it clear-that.

the
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L ;;and quret.

- united
‘pendent

clared pohcres .of the .
unless. tackled p
) ~dangers;

A In the not-too d15tant fu-'
i ture, he; ,mdrcated thesesﬂaws
- will:emerge in times of;: crisis.

- :'They can:be of assistance enly h loommg over 1
“tor those .imperialist. ‘eléments = was “subjected . to. analysis. -
“+~in-the :continent who -wish:to -
~.divide us.and- prevent us from

playing ‘a full positive part in-

- - the total liberation. ‘of the Afri-
'+ ' can.continent .and’ the develop-
- .ment .of;a fall life- for ‘the
masses of Africa. - _

i To:place these. problems in
. a forceful political way: befare -
- the ‘Conference:is to take hold-
-of “the .nettle; the .Secretary-

‘General’s_firm - approval and -

- his initiative was. welcomed’ by
- many delegatés and will be ol

. -great. servrce to ‘the cause . of
_ fumty L

Some may not hke ‘the firmi"
but the time . has gone
ds.

- Weare: fot

. -to€on Tities
.- shiorn : lambs’ for - whom. the~
~winds of pohucal hfe must be
S tempered

“The time has now come to

: gzve political -content -to’ the

_ deliberations - of -

“-and ‘to. back " decisions. by

.. . united action. M. Telli clearly

.- “hopes' his report’ wzll help
: achzeve tlzzs ERRE Rt

the O.A.U.:

The m1t1at1ve of the Secre--
-;tary-General will be welcomed
,-by-all militant, anti-imperialist
- . -states: and’
+. - of the Africam people, as well”

-fhass organisations”
.as by the national libération-

their freedom.:
The - militant tone of. the

.. " report:will dct as a bracing po- -
- litical influence -on - those. who
. may-be:tempted to- indulge in

~ flabby  politics, in:- ‘the -hope-

-that ‘they can’ get through the

: _“next few days comfortably and

‘then-'go- back home /10 peace

e GAVE HOPE

-~ The report gave
encouragement to:all -who s:e

hope and k

R OAU:asa vital weapon -
- for freedoriitand - development

the. p t'fyear the-situa- |

in the ‘countries- ‘occupied

dlf_terent sectlons ‘of the hbera-
~tion moveéments-in the various
“territories—one of the aims of
the ‘Committee of Nine®’

‘The Rhodesia crisis. already-"_-'ﬂ
the, Conference_'

- is believed :that ‘the Secretary

'General ' bitterly - attacked thef." i

'by Spam, has_

placmg a]most .

strains on the host-states which
~are finiding- it difficult to sup-‘

- port:their own natronals

- The: problems arising from

tical problems ‘such as ‘the in-

. ﬁltratlon «of ‘political agents in -
. the: guise - of refugees, the re-
; 'tlcal tensrons are...

‘British - Government for its Te-- v

fusal to intervene in Rhodesia:
—although it. does so in. other :

colonies..

 The 51tuat10n calls for pres- L
sure on -other states and po-

.wers.: But -stringent’ néw mea-

_sufes are alsoneeded - ~within -

-the ‘Organisation . to .carry . out‘ A

already ‘declared intentions. -
~Among; -the criticisms said

‘to- have: been levelled : by the

Secretary-General was :
"‘aimed -at those Afncan states,

one -

_who themselves have still ot o

enforced sanctions, .

from South Africa.”

~~This : measure .is. w1thm theff_

power -of . every. mdependent

African state; it is obviously ~
difficult : for the O:AU. to.
brmg pressure. on- “such: coun- -

“tries~ as. Japan, = the - United
-States and’ many West ‘Euro-

--pean’ countries. who still: con-.‘

-tinue-to trade with South Afri-"

ca,-when- the Afncan ‘states_

-themselves:are not using:to: the’
full every. means of - pressure -
“at their-disposal to back up the
“South :African -peoples. in- fhelr
struggles for freedom S

" movements strll ﬁghtmg for

CONCERN

The Secretary General’s pro-
found concern regardmg deve-.
lopments in - those” “occupied
states is prompted not only by -
the- people’s ‘sufferings, which
are increasing day by day, but

- also by the fact that the terri-

torial integrity. of ‘states as Se- -

- .negal,» Tanzania, Guinea’ and
-Congo. (Brazzaville) are® bemg

endangered by Portugal. ™
: According:- ‘to delegates the
‘Secretar y-General ‘placed -

“heavy: responsrblhty for Portu-.

‘Conference ‘sources  suggest” gal’s: actions and growing ag- -

- that the speed of developments™
s falrlysatlsfactorylm relation
<.+ . 'to” organisation.;

Rt "was possible to Tdy emphasi

1S -

htlcal proble

bilised:“to” ‘completé - theii-'.
‘hb'eratton of “th Afrrea' Co

ve

:gressiveness on: that, country’s
:A.T.O:; allies-which give her -

“Therefore it « pohtrcal,‘ mrhtaryr and. -econo-

~miC. SUPPOT

eed ’for ‘the total liberation of -

source of dlsagreement

“*"The . problem:: of - refugeesjr
“from African states, who take -
efuge: in-other Afncan states,_,
ing-is h ’howev r-a“very- difficult and-

: especially”
in_reldtion to the bannmg from -
Do and - airspace s
planes and: ships plyig’ to and at

M. Diallo’ Telli:

he princ les underlymg the ,

1, Can: be no. source of.

grvmg refuge and the country
~of origin. -

. The .- Secretary-General is

apparently . alarmed  at - the

- danger . that: these problems;"

-represent to the ‘future of the;
. Organisation. ' He . has good

© reason - to be. and he was, it -

‘seéms, - -anxious..: to - .remind
states . about - the . .agreements

signed and. ratlﬁed and renew- -

ed last year and this,.. which
embodied suggestions. for con-

- duct in relation to- the refugee :

problem

At s understood thaz he'_
“hinted ‘that some states are . :
“unduly sensitive on ' this pro- .

blem and - that their sensztzvzty'

“can produce unnecessary anta- "
~gonisms which -can- only be.

- “exploited; ot the benefzt of zm-
perzalzsm
~Itisto be hoped that & sense

of proportion will, _prevail, and -

that"'the " Secretary-General’s

‘balaiiced plea for tolerance and .

calm will cléar the ‘atmosphere::

" The events of the past few_v
days in the Congo may: lead 3
to’changes ‘in’ the -agenda and .-

‘in’thé " tone of - the. discussions.

‘of the “Foreign “Ministers’ and" -

,_the Heads ‘of State 100 '

e - “Atequest has: been: :
Presrdent Kasavubu} th.t thej_ :

| - unbearable -

: humamtana:n “considerations -
“are .in themselves. acute; when
“they-are - comphcated by. poli- -

“for the past twenty'-‘ years
R al develo

“hzs mmatzve | was welcomed by many -
delegates and will be of great servzce fo the cause of umty

- Africa,’
- ‘among ‘them being,

: s clearer

Pomts way to unify i n;achon
by'f" Our ‘Dlplomatic Correspondent "

war. n \;1etnam e
M. Telh is ‘believed- to have

drawn speclal attention to-the’

_resolution on: Vietnam, tabled
*by Ethiopia. He did not dis- -
guise his view. that thé African -

‘states ‘must throw their welght.

“behind the Vietnamese people,”
“in an . effort “to bring -about -
‘peace in that country; war-torn -

1mpact of the-O.AU.

‘Now is the time to’ make the -
call “for the extension-of the-
operatlons of the Pan-African
Organisations and for a deci-
‘sion to concetrate attention on-
‘them, so that the bonds be-
tween the people can be. streng- .
thened at all levels: - .

S : 'The,- ’Secretary-General’s "re- :
“port’is’ thgught: to have under--

“lined the important influence.
that the African - States have
~had “in such _international
“bodies .as- the Intérnational :
Travel Union, the Internatlonal
- Labour : Organisation, and in

the ‘bodies of the: United - Na- E

- tions _ like: the :UN. Comriis-’
-sion for: Trade ‘and Develop-
ment

~many such bodies. They have
" also succeeded” iri raising by

~ combined protest the. acute

" problems. relating to prices for

pnmary -products. -

"I this combination could be
carned forward in the: popular

and profess1onal organisations

- of ‘the masses of Africa, the

-strength and’ influence of the -
Organisation as a whole grow
enormously. - . :

The OAU can’ only con-

- * tinue to exist by the agreement.

: small strldes The complexrty
of the problem of unifying the .

resources_of the continent are

obvious, - but_the dangers of

regional - development, -unless
they are under, the aegis of: the
Organisation, are also clear.
Already calls are being made
for an African Common Mar-
ket. Some delegates feel: that

economrc ‘problem
.the ;. mos

mportant

‘and controls ‘the  economic

FIRMSTAND

vl__-.g; - z‘ake a. fzrm stand on the forms;"‘
.- of .ownership and_the desirabi- .

STt 1_s-_ understood that th ‘

who owns.

' ;derably “zincreased -
hich a3

.11 of ' the...masses, - their . under- .
standmg ‘needs. to- beharnessed

“-to help to meet the new chal-

: lenges that: face us.

The- Secretary-General’s re-
port -broke - important new
ground It was not only a.

- recital of events and achieve-

ments buf also an: attempt to

. ‘summarise the:lessons ‘of the

-two years -of the existence of

“ the Organisation.

The work of the O. AU has
"prohferated at a rapid pace
with many: meetmgs both, of

. the Foreign Ministers and of
the rapidly- mcreasmg number
_'of Commissions. -

. 'The demands on- the resour- '
joes ‘of the: Orgamsanon are .
‘growing continuously. -
‘the report should have. reveal-. . -
_ed' somé of the problems. of
the ‘existing. -forms ‘like . the .

East African Services Organi-
sation, and the Central African
Customs and Economic Union, .
Some . point - ‘out .that the’
beneficiaries are. those who are - -
: already economically -the -
strongest, ‘and., that theyleave.
'untouched some .of  the basic .-
facing )

Organisational problems re-
flect - political - situations . and
.can in turn havé adverse poli-
tical effects on the work of any

n. orgamsatlon

CHALLENGE

The challenge of the report
lies, not only 'inthe political -

problems which, accordmg to
“"delegates,
~shiarply, -but’ also: in. -some
- .searching ‘questions - about’ the -
_resources Of the vanous states - - relationis between - the Organi- .
" “sation,* a$':ar .entity, -and -the

" member-states themselves.

Th1s questlon will - put se-'_j"‘
rious barriers_in; the ‘way. of
economic planmng, either con-.
tmental or régional. v
The need for the 0.4 U to’

were' raised . very

“An..acute contradiction: .”lS

‘sation.--On _the ..one -hand,"

members look to it for imme- ..
diate - practrcal results in: all-
“kinds: of . ‘political; -economic;. -

:social: and cultural- questions;

lity. of socialism:in.our: conti- - '0fi. the other, they want to be -

_-nent .as 'the only . possible line .
- of- future development gets
each Izme . economic, -

sure that- the: resources::they. -

-place at ‘the - disposal - of  the. . _-:
’ .Orcgdamsatlon w1ll be adequately
us

- This " 2*titude” can- only be
self-defeating; - W

at i member-

3 ff'f"i': repared to give -
__ Secretan{alt, ‘the -

o other

- They “have succeededl m«
driving South . Africa -out . of

.developmg withinthe Orgam- e

ithout.  consi- . i

In add1tlon 1t seems that re-‘;

commendattons -were made -
~that -an - analysis . should be -

carried through to ensure that-

activities of the O.A.U. and of.

clash.

' Underlying this approach'

‘there ‘is considerable - confu-
‘sion; which' reflects the fact that
the Organisation - of - African
Umty is'now at a most deci--
. sive stage in' its development

What dlstmgurshes the Orga-'

nisation - from: ‘other. . world

~ _.bodies_is the fact that here in
_j,embryo6 we have the makings
~not of a-loose grouping of in-
' d ndent states : fp e
ractlcal ‘tasks, ‘but a2 number - -
of states, which because of the

very nature of their history,
their geography, their political
development, ‘can  only . save
-themselves, -can only achieve
the things they want, by creat-
ing- real Contmenta] Govern-
ment.

:ZWhat v is now needed is

.practical’  discussions about

“how- this Union Government
: of :the. African’ Contment can
" be achzeved

/ PEMANDS -

viction .is _present, - that Union .
Government is' the only way
forward,. these complex pro-
blems. of ad]ustmg activities. to

hmlted resources, of harmoni-
sing the: dual claims of Unity -

“as. against - narrow national
interests, and the conflict: be-
tween’ act1v1t1es of the O.AU.,

o . international = bodies,.
.. suchas the UN.. should not:
people are. by-passed by the -

or. limited

Once the vital pohtrcal con:

' 'e*as' the "necessary and.

; loglcal _organisation® t0. give

“expression  to: these. demands

- and:to’ act’ as ‘the “means: of --

ach1evmg them: But these - de-
“mands’ need” a’ qualitatively
dtﬁerent form of organisation..
Tt is the strains of these de-
.mands, on - the orgamsatlon,
- which. has served:-its vitally -
“important purpose, which the -
report appears t0. reflect. The
“strains imposed on the O.A.U. -
.are now ' of a. new. pohtlca]
_quality. :
. The resPonse to these new
demands can only be expressed
“through the conscious, scienti-
fic transformation - of the
O.AU. into a new fype of

,sorgamsatron ‘with " a’ drﬂ?erent

JJunction. -~ °

The O:A.U. is now suﬂenng 5.
in one sense, for its success.
Its problems arise from the
wonderful, -positive - achieve-

JMORE COMPLEX

But the - way ahead is yet
more complex. . Only the de-
‘termined advance to forms of

Contmental -Union - Govern-
“ment’-can -now . ‘begin. to' re-

fashion it so that its. function - -

/is quite clear, and so that the
internal contradictions caused
by the impossibility of recon-
ciling ‘the many - conflicting
‘demands being made onit can
be solved. ‘

-The_ report clearly found it
necessary to read a brief lec- .
ture to some-states (not speci-

' fied) that théir. national in- -
terests -are served i1, a wrde _
varlety ‘of ways.

. Their national interests are .
served for example by the role
played by the O.AU in the
preservation of peace. and in
the unremitting fight which it
leads against. 1mpenahsm and
colonialism  still. oppressing
millions.of our brothers, .

“and otherinteritationat bodigs, 16 a¢Thes growing - * quantity?: Lo

will begin to fall into -place.
and rational solutions can. bé
" found.

- The demands of history, the
“demands. of the masses for
freedom,, for prosperity, for a
full and happy. life, are an

ever-mounting - pressure on. -all- e
~'the.

African states..: -
" The OAU 1s seen by the

problems, the increase in the
“number of demands. calls not -

-for, retrenchment, not. for
planned retreats, but for bold,
- qualitatively " -new  solutions

From being an’ :Organisation
-merely the O.A.U. must begin-
a bold advance to becoming
Union Government of
Afnca ‘

~What is Neo-
Colomalusm"

s HE essence of neo-coloma-

lism- -is- that -the Stafe
~ which is ‘subjéct to_it is, in
. theory, independent and kas
" all the outward trappings of

* " international soverexgnty In

- reality ifs: -economic_system '
and thas its political policy -
- are dn:ected from ontsrde.

: The methods and form of this
' diréction - can -take’ vanous
. shapes. For example, in an

" . extreme- case ‘the troops of

the imperial power may gar-

" neo-colonial - State. and con-
. trol the. ‘government of -it..

'a:_colomahst control is: exet::

+1, cised through economic of .
The neo- - :-

.. monetary. means.
‘“colonial State. may be
r_obhgedft “take ‘the: manu--
" factured products ‘of -the -
. imperial. power. to “the exclu- -
~-sion’ of .competing .produets .

rison ' the -territory. of the -:

“.More often, - ‘however; . neo-

" from elsewhere. Control over. .
Lo government pohcy in the: .
om neo-colomal' State

PREN

in questron, but th1s iS not
.:_necessanly so. ‘For  example,
in’ the case-of Soufh Viet-
~ pam, : the former 1mper1a]
B power was France, but reo-
‘colonial control of-the State,
;'has now gone to the United
~States. It is possible that.
neo-colonial control may be
- exercised by a consortium of
financial interests which arc
" ‘not- specifically -identifiable
“with any ‘particular State.
. The control of the Congo by
- great international financial
concerns 1s a case m pomt

“The result of neo- colomalrsm
is that foreign capital is used
- for .the exploitation- rather
than for the development of
“the" less” developed parts of
“ the world, Investment under
 ‘neo ~coloniali$m ~ “increases
““rather . than " decreases the
 gap between: the rich and the
poor: - countnes of the
?’ff'%world -

‘A.State in. the gnp of neo--
_colomahsm is not master of
_-its; own. destiny.- It is this
'factor which ‘makes neo-
colomahsm such a senous

1t means'power w1thout res-
ponslbrhty .and: _for those .

ments wh1ch it has to its credrt .
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il the country. Concessions ‘shall: always be limited in time and’ subject to- State control.

(u) Caprtal.—The mvestmen ..of?caprtal nd granting of"concessrons shall be S0 regulated
as to prevent the exploitation. of the natives and’ the exhaustion  of the natural “wealth

- The growing social needs of: the’ nativ
social'and material benefit of  the natives.. .~ -
iii) The State—The natives of Africa’ must. have the rrght to partrcrpate in- the Govem-
ment as fast as their development perniits, “in: conform1ty with the ‘principle ‘that  the

‘must be: egarded and the - profrts taxed for

1l is necessary for. the. education of .the..masses,, you. ¥

| join. Colomal and sub]ect peoples of the world Umte'

{[he First Conference of Independent Arnean States Aprrl 15th.—22nd. 1958. o

Government exists for the- ‘natives,’ and not the natives for the Governirient.. They shall il
at once be allowed' to participate ‘in- local-and- tribal govemment, accordmg to ancient’
usage,-and this- participation- shall’ gradua]ly extend; ‘as’ education -and-‘experience: pro- {If
ceed, to the higher offices of states; -to the ‘end ‘that, in time ‘Africa is rulédiby consent
of the Africans. Whenever it is _prove that African nativés are not recervmg just treats
ment at the hands of ‘any State or ‘that any State: delibérately excludes: its- civilised - citi- -
zens or_subjects of Negro. descent from ' its body politic and culture, it shall be the duty
of the League of Natrons to brmg the matter to the notlce of the crvrhsed world. .

'Pan-Afncan Congress, Manchester 1945

secure equal opportumtres for all colomal and coloured people in Great' Brrtarn,
this” Congress cemands _that drscnmmatron on account of race,” creed or- colour be
made a criminal offence by law." . -
That all employments -and occupatrons shall be opened to all quahfred Afrrcans, and
that t(; 31311 1;uCh apphcants because of: race, colour'or creed shall be deemed an. offence
agams elaw.. .. S . g B

DECLARATION TO THE COLONIAL PEOPLES

affirm  the right of all. colomal peoples to control therr own'’ destmy All- colomes
‘must be frez from: foreign 1mper1ahst control, - whether pohtrcal ‘or -.economic.: -
The people of the colonies must have t-e right to elect. their own Government, with--

fight for these ends by all means at: their-disposal. .

The object . of . imperialist Powers. is to exploit, by grantmg the nght 10" colomal peo-
ples to. govern themselves that object is” defeated. Therefore, the struggle for pohtrcal
power - by colonial and subject people is- the first step towards, and the necessary prere-
quisite to, complete social, economic and pohtrcal emancipation. “The fifth . Pan-African
Congress therefore calls on: the workers .and farmers of the Coloriies’ to organise effective-
ly. Colonial workers must be in the: front of ‘the battle agamst 1mper1alrsm Your wea-
'pons—the strike and the boycott—are invincible. . N

We also call upon the mtellectuals and professrpnal classes of the colomes to awaken to:
their responsibilities, - -
.. By fighting for trade union rrghts,;the nght Eg form co-operatrves freedom of e’
| Press, assembly,demonstratlon and’ strike, freedomc.to_ﬁ prmt and read’ the’ literatiire ‘which'
u, will be using ths-only ineans’bybwhrch
your liberties will. be won and maintained. Today there is only oie toad fo effective act- -

out restrictions fromforeign powers. We say to the peoples of the. colonres that they must |1

ion—the organisation of the . masses; ‘And. in the orgamsatron the- educated colomals must

FOR UNITY

CONSIDERING that hrtherto non-Afncan forces have arbrtranly d1v1ded the Afrrcan
Contment mto economrc reglons and that the Conference does not recogmse thrs drvr-
-sion, _
Cons1der1ng further- that’ Afnca could be developed as an- economrc umty, e
. Noting that the mcorporatton of dependent -African territories in: the - ‘economic
systems of colonial powers is. not'in the' best: mterests of these peoples Reconvfnends to the
Participating. African States: = -

(1) - The' establishment’ wrthm each' -Independent Afrrcan State of an Economrc Re-v
search Committee to survey the economrc condrtrons and to study. the economrc and’ tech-v
nical problems within the State; ' o : :

(2) “The establishment-of a Joint. Econom1c Research Comn:ussmn,_ : '“\*.i—"~
(@) to co-ordinate information and: ‘exchange . of “views on’ economlc ' and techmcal
matters of -the various Independent African States; -
: (b)_ to find measures whereby trade amOng African countnes could be developed and
encouraged;
" (¢) to make proper and detaﬂed mvestlgatton as to the: possibilities of co-ordmatmg the
~ economic planning in each; State tOWards the achrevement of an all-Afncan econo-
‘mic co-operatlon .
to.find ways and-means. for common. industrial plannmg within the Afrrcan States
- and the possibilities of - making- avallable ‘mineral resources and other Afrrcan pro-
ducts among the -African States; :
(e) . to lay down ‘proposals by: whrch Independent At‘ncan States can recerve foretgn
- capital and employ foreign ‘experts; and to encourage co-operation With other coun-
tnes in such ‘manner as not TO affect therr mdependence soverergnty and umty

@

' tary activities,

REAS the | Impenahst Powers of Great Bntam, France Spam Portugal Belgrum

" and the Union of South Africa- have, between them, deprrved vanous peOple of Afrrca
of their freedom and liberty, :

5th day of December, 1958, and " 13th day: of Deécember, 1958, are.irrevocably resolved to .
wage a final assault 1 upon the demal of freedom ltberty and fundamental human nghts to:

the people’ of Africa.

nent secretariat in Africa- with the: followrng aims-and objectives:
(a) To- promote . ‘understanding “and - unity.among; peoples of Africa.; "
(b) - To accelerate the hberatron of :Africa from imperialism and. colomahsm Z

©
@

human rights to Africans. - L
. To-develop. the feéling of one commumty among the peoples of Afnca
,object to the emergence of a Umted States of Afnca_ ~E

THE BANDUNG "DECLARATION .

" 1. Respect for fundamental human fghts and’ "or
Charter of the ‘United: Nations. Ll
20 Respect for the soverergnty -and’t rntorlal mtegrrty of all natrons

3. Recogmtron of the_‘ equahty o '_al aces and -of the_'equalrty. of:all ‘nations. large.

Be it resolved that the All-Afrrcan Peoples Conference be estabhshed wrth a perm -' ”

To mobilise world .opinion’: agamst the demal of pohtlcal nghts and fundarnental,._

5. Respect for
formity wrth thg_

“change " its ‘whole’

: :Gnvernm nt.-has’.suspended:

‘the” Constitution: and put all :
. power in the hands. of the Bris ... N
tish"-High - Commrssroner, Sn:

chhard Tarnbul.
“The elected Government has

been overthrown, ‘A’ State of .-
1_enter1ng the: colony.

Emergency continues to -€xist;:

. more 1roops have been rushed. -
“-in; martial law reigns;- a. cur- .
e few has been 1mposed——all this

.in the name--of . ‘‘commit-
ments L “honourmg our. ple- -
dges, and countenng terro-

What a contrast wrth ano- =

ther Brrtrsh colony‘ Rhiodesia.
_There, a minority Governinent
~ representing :a tmy sectlon of

- the populatron is daily perpe- -
_-the convening of - a conference’

" in" London, with -a “steering - -

tratmg acts of violence and
terrorrsm against the people

The Rhodesian «settler  re-

grme has openly: ‘déclared that
it is going to commit" treason
What happens? - -

"No Cons’ututron suspended
"'no-- Governmen
'no troops. sent;

hon ‘and no prizes offered ‘as™

to why not——rt’s all there

BASIC PROBLEM

“a handful of settlers ‘wants ii-
dependence ‘0 be handed ‘to

~it in order tc continue domma- BN

“tion and e plortatron “of the*
' . operations -in-the area;

Afrrcan majority.

The basic problem in Aden N
~is that the people there want ‘_
" their rndependence with ‘no’; -
- shackles: or sheiks attached——- o

1t’s as simple a
On‘ ‘the-othe
: Governie

“po. cy;
‘British’
vand - Amerrcan, in" the -Middle.

"to *“‘honouring our pledges”.t
all the.

in power.

To ‘do -all this the erson

Govemment still - considers

that it must retam Aden as .a

“ base of operatrons for its mili-

- growing doubts*about the va-

‘Tue of Aden’ as @ base in the .

: present cucumstances

“The Order in Council sus- -

- pending the Aden Constitution

was signed by th¢ Queen on’

September 27 1965. The Go-
“vernment of Mr. 'Abdul Qawee

Mackawee ‘was. dismissed be- -

-~ cause; it is.said, it refused 10

. “condemn terrorism.” B
" Did-- the  Labour - Govern-l ,
-ment really expect it 10? Of- -

course not! All previous his-

- .tory, and " our own is no° excep-'_, :
- tion, tell§ us ‘that'the measures_ R
adopted by people strugglmg .
- for. freedom and mde endence S

depend just-as: ‘much; if not

S Aden. The Bntrsh.

yverthrown, -
mass arrests
+of the leaders’ plottmg rebel-

‘and the South' Arabian League

“insisted ‘that the - proposals of -
"~ the United Nations sesolutica .
" on-Aden. were ‘the mrmmum

The 1ssue in Rhodesra is'that "
"-'two years ago called for:

e “Thg™"Adenis ™

Consider .
‘would only consider an agenda; -

“ that it as.an ‘‘obligation” to .
safeguard the " oil'‘monopolies, -
, proﬁts and _interests,

réactionary - feudal -
sherks in the- area to keep them .

“deéspite  the - |

sub-commrttee on Aden from

Mr. Greenwood’s. next move -

-was a- sudden,” unannounced -
~flight. to: Aden, nearly: three:
‘months ago‘with suspension of
" the *Constitution  as_one. pos--
~_s1ble course under drscussron ’

BROKE DOWN

;J_‘“_back n"’reactronandmust de-..- -
.- cide- whether to continue’ to | -
- Voo align-itself with the feudal set-
. This was. n'omc ]ustrce be-f;,'_up or'win th 'fnendshrp of: the e
cause Britain® for | years :has - -peop]
..banned . the.:United:: Nations - .
" sive’: pohcy :they - would not .
“ meet-again, he added.” '

le.

Until, 1t adopted a progres-

Mr; - Mackawese - took the

fight ‘back-':'to the United: Na- -
“‘tions, “and Mr. - Greenwood -
" took it back to Aden: “a batta- -

lion' of the Coldstréam: Guards

** was'.moved - from : West Ger-,
e many for service in' Aden.
Tt needed ‘but .a few -short -

i .weeks with 'the stepping-up -of

The Crisis was averted for
a few weeks, with talk of hold- ¢
inga meetmg to-discuss merely

commmittee - to meet in Aden.

later to ‘prepare for an. ulti- -

mate constitutional conference:
The talks started on August

.3 and four days later had

broken’ down. -
Chief Mrmster Mackawee :
the People’s - Socialist * Party.

they could accept.-.
"The UN. General Asembly

withdrawal of Britain’s base.
in Aden;: : ,
an"end . to all - repressrve'

- freeing. of - all pohtrcal pri-
soners; -

"general electrons wrth a

- “U.N. " presence” and dis-
‘cussions with- the - elected
Government to fix a date for -

mdependence

nsisted” h“ey

‘based on the U.N. resolutions. .
But Mr. -Greenwood would

- ‘not agrée to this, nor o the-

East and that it is commltted - lifting of ‘the State. of 'Emer-

0. gency,

whrch he - consrdered

“activities on both sides, for the::

previously: mooted : suspension

—of the Oonstrtutton to be. put

into-effect.
The U. N. Sub-Commrttee on
‘Aden: was ‘quite - clear: at

. ‘Thrs step will: only conoi??:
'-solﬂate our.‘position’ ‘and -

" pendence. .. We - “will 7 now -
: “standwrththepeopleasonei
. froat in the face of Bnush
colonial’ policy.?: = - .- :
: Earher, OL.0.S. had mbled;:‘
a ‘warning ‘to the High-
missioner than unless’ Britain’s -
policy-in- Aden was reviewed, '
wide pubhc resistance would :
be-organised - against “the re- - .
pressive- measures mthe .
~colony. i i
Calhng for a one-day strrke o
the . Aden ‘T.U.C. : -president .
said - it would now useevery L
- effective-means-to ensure the "
removal of British colonialists: -
The 24-hour strike. was a -

- complete success ‘and - further

such actxvrtres aré bemg plan- L

whosé door. the blame lay: -in ned. '

" mrd-September in its report to -
‘the “U:N. it drew attention :to -
the *“critical = and: explosive”
- situation in--Aden: and stated
“quite: categorrcally ‘that British
- policy “was ‘giving rise to in-

creased tensron there

ELECTIONS

It wamed that “the patrence ’ -v
of “the people of Southern
- Arabia in the face of continued

delay in frecing them from

colonial rule. wrll soon un
- out.” we

It further urged that elec-

"tions be held without delay
-the terri-

throughout
tory, accompamed by “the
abolition’ of the State of Emer-

gency, the repeal of all laws .

restricting pubhc freedom the™
cessation.. of
adtions ‘and ‘the release of poli-~
tical detainees.”

If there was a drﬂerence of
‘opinion in Aden/between the
Organisation forthe Libera-

tion - of the. Occupied South

and the Natronal Front for

.all “repressive .

The Bntrsh authormes res -
ply has: been - mass: arrests; '
including trade ‘union’ leeders -
and threats to ban 'strikes. '

What of ‘the basé uself"
'Does Britain really need it?

-The London szes now
considers that -

“the continued use—of Aden '

as a base must be regarded

as .suspect because in the. -

- light ‘of the security situa- -

tion, the conditions on which -

the value of a base depends = -

appear.not to be fulfilled.”’

sition has so-often said in ‘the . -
past that no base is of use if ~ .
held without the agreement of
‘the local Government. .-~
"Now, well past the eleventh

hour, the- Labour Government .-

mustbemadetorecogmse,‘ s
need to’ accept ‘the policy in -
Aden demaiided by the Umted
Nations. - '

‘The alternatrve IS trme '
-bought for imperialist interests?
—at the cost of - Bnttsh and
Adenis lives. . 1 -

_ THE Impenahsts are leav-
frustrate the African Revo-
- lution. ‘The Congo, Rhode-
sia (Zimbabwe) and South..

" of the imperialists defermi-
. nation to sabotage the-as- -

j"people.
. Africa like a wild fire.
 Africa, once prophesied:

.., one day will startle the world

"Afnca stands: for self-disco-

‘more on the" activiti¢s- and me- |

" thods adopted by their oppres-; |

And whereas the leaders of pohtrcal partres in- Afrrca gathered in Accra between the,_-' > SOIS.

. of ‘power just. breakrng

. Africa are glaring examples :

. pirations  of - the Aﬁ'rcan '.

. But no amount of force |
can check the - hurricane
which is sweeping through

Dr.. Kwegyir -Aggrey of :

' “There is a youth move-
ment cormng in; Africa. that =,

Thrs restlessness ‘all- over':
| B -very, - self-reahzatlon Tt tells.

B through. The great _grant has_
The trme-honoured term for | - bR ”Ieep for l"ng - Africa -
such people is-““terrorist™; the |- - 7 -
forergn armed - invaders are: | .o
~always the “forces of law.and
order » the,“defenders of free- i

Afrlcan Umiy can defeai

by K wamena A pponsalz

ing no stone unturned to'
ecoriomic emancrpatron can

be realised through "collec-
tive  effort,. and that the
achievement

of our contment.

They are also afraid that
in no distant time Africa
erl present a mighty force
in'a world torn with hatred
- and uneasiness. Hence their
-determination  to subvert
- our efforts to unite..

Our, glorious- past must
“inspire our‘leaders to steer
-us safely towards a. United
Afnca, strong and- prospér-

“ous "in ‘which there will be -
no, poverty,- squalor, want >

OfdlSCaSC

The late Casely Hayford
nce, said: - '

of African . .
Unity will spell the end of
- their economic domination -

" would collaborate with the

. +us to_suffer hardship.
“The" future of Afnca de- _
" thands - that - the , youth - of  win .
- " Africa should start life with .~ age,’

T drstmct objectlve Of brain - i

lmperlallsm o

'{..odesra (Zrmbabwe) .
against any threat of unila-
-teral declaration of inde-
pendence (UDI) .by the
- white minority government.
Those who thought - that
they could . wreck - the -
O.A.U. have miscalcalated. =
Now is the time for = -
Africa to unite. Yesterday
it was the United States = -
and Russia. Today Africa -
_must unite now or perish! .

~ ‘Our.'people are - hungry,
‘thirsty and. poverty-stncken o

-- because -of; the white man’s

neglect and ‘plunder 'of our o
continent for ‘centuries: The

" people must be saved now.

-We won’t exchange a .
white imperialist for a black =

care_for ..our: needs but -

“enemy to exploit us, leavmg Do

Only in umty can. Afnm

our struggle for: real .inde- . -

Com-" |

This is reiterating what Mr. -~ - -
Wilson as Leader of the Oppo-h-i, »

imperialist who would not: . = - 3




) ‘speakmg “of ~ Osagyefo,
‘Kwanie . Nkrumah, Presrdentv

- "*-f'"-”"MR,”:ALEX QUAISON-SACKZ_’;:Y .

openmg of the Sumr.:rt
Conference of the Orga-
msatron of the African Unity

- here in Accra. thls week neces-

sarily nvets our attention once

more - ‘upon.  the- rmperatrve_

‘need for African wnity. The

fact that the conference is be--
mg ‘held in ‘Ghana also focus- -

- ses -attention . upon Ghana’:
fight for African ‘unity..

It is, of course, 1mpossrble'-

' to mention Ghana’s : struggle
~ for . African .ynity,

o of the Repubhc of Ghana..

' DEEP ROOTS « -

From the outset of o.lr"

'natronal 1_destiny—and, indeed,
even' before: Ghana’s birth as

~ a sovereign state— the ‘fight
for African’ unity has been:

+ closely associated with Osa-
- gyefo’s personal fight for the

- African cause, and with “his:
yearning first for-a ' West Afri- -
can Federation and then for
an African- Contmental Gov- ’

‘ernmeént.

- The’ struggle for Afrrcan..f
" unity ‘has, mdeed deep roots.’

. They" may “indeed be said to
~rest upon the eternal. verities
" of continental geography and

of the affinities of our ances-

~ -~ try and age-old history.

~ ~ "The. current movement, in -
.the direction of Pan-African-

- 1sm may be. traced. so far s

without..
Dr. .

Ghana is concerned as . far
back as. the 1920, when indi- -
viduals of courage and vision,.
such as Caseley., Hayford, of:

‘our beloved Ghana; were able -
to stand out against the falla-
~ cious. colonial dogmasof the

day and to assert Africa’s drg-
mt

Mr. J. Caseley Hayford wes,

“of :course, a;precursor of mucl .

that was. to follow. . The late’
George Padmor e described’

. him as “a sort .of  John the:
" Baptist, preparing the way for

younger - nationalist = leaders -
like. Kwame Nkrumah”.

. ‘Born in 1866, he drefv ins-:
" piration from - the National .

Congress in India ‘to - found -
the West African  National -
Congress, which: was estabhsh-

‘ed in"March 1920. -
‘Before his death in 1930 he

‘had succeeded 'in heading a -

delegation, ‘composed of the.

leadmg political - personalities

 from “the  four  British. West
African coloniés; which visit-

ed'London to present a mer -

‘randum ‘to the : Secretary ‘of -
State for the¢ Colonies, calling -

for greater African autonomy;

self-government, the ‘abolition - -
. of racial discrimination in the -
* civil’ servrce the estabhshment_

Above all in; Afnca nothmg .

. is lost, and when Caseley Hay- .

.ford  and : others ‘talked and

. worked - there were those who -

-marked .. their:; w.ords—nor "
‘were they all European pohce
officers, -

of a West Afrrcan umversrt

“Politics -has_ been -described .-

'as the art of the possible, and

if today\;:these dermands seem -
- modest, in: their ‘own .day they -:
.'did _not.- Although Caseley .
" Hayford' did not -carry; masses

-, with him. (which'was. hxs weak=

ness-as a: pohtlcran) he wasa.
true  Ghanaian,. and.'a true-

and memory. are rightly. beld in -

- high honour today. in Ghana,
the land: that gave him birth.~

In the years -that  followed .

- his. death, ‘events: remorselesslv

followed. their course,. until. hlb-
“tory. at: last sawthe emergénce -

- of a new national leader, the -
'young Kwame Nkrumah, who

led the drive for “Self Govern-
ment Now”. 5

In the era of struggle and
sacnﬁce that . ensued; ‘the: em-

.'phasis was laid_upon- “Inde-
. pendence™,-

" and httle - was

heard of* “Umty” Lo
Independence and U nrty

‘nevertheless remained mtegral-

1y linked togefher to-form an -

intrinsic -and- inseparable -
whole: At that time only the
“‘Independence” aspect of Osa-
gyefo’s policy was visible, sirice
it was, .at.thattime; given .
_priority, - while: “Umty”——the

.. next step——necessarrly -had to -

wait. - Tactical action was re-".
quired -and Kwame Nkrumah
had a clear strategy B

WAY WAS OPEN

Once Independence ‘was

~won,.. however (and it goes .

“without  saying:that ' although
mdependent sovereignty - was

“won_in 1957, the final process -

of the political emancipation

" of Ghana was not consummat- -

‘ed until ‘the .infroduction
“of the Repubhcan Constittition
“in '1960) ‘the way was open
for the march towards Umty
to proceed.

“No -'sooner,. mdeed was in-
dependence ‘celebrated in 1957

.than ‘allusion was made to the

forthcommg struggle for Afrr-
_can Unity.~
I the, very ‘moment of
<. triumph’ Kwame - ‘Nkrumah
- uttered: those historic ‘words
" that have’ since become em- .
‘blazoned in the memories of .
so many Africans: “Ghana’s
mdependence is meaningless
" unless it is linked ‘up with
the total lzberatzon of Afn-
ceal
Aftér d1scuss10ns ‘with some/
of the African leaders:who at-
“tended the: Ghanaian indepen-

dence celebratrons 1t ‘was de- E

and ‘other. reforms ‘in keepmg .
“with the temper ‘of the times, -

African patriot, and ‘his name: .

- g by A _]éx Qumson-S ackeY

»','crded to hold. a: conference ot_
Lmdependent African- States to.-.

drscuss matters of mutual con-
Cern. R

~ The rdea of. such co-opera-
"tion was: fostered by the imagi-
‘native ‘and ‘practical ‘train ot -

Kwame: Nkrumah, drawmg s

- foots from. the series of Pan-

Afrrcan conferences, held over

“the. years under the aegies of
" Dr. W: E..B. Dubois; as well:as

“from. the Frfth ‘Pan- Afrrcan

Conference held in !Manchester

'_vm 1945 in. wh1ch George Pad-"--

more -and | Kwame - Nkrumah

‘played a leading part-as Joint .

Secretaries. The famous J omo

-Kenyatta ‘noéw “President of - -

Kenya was also there

ON AFRICAN SOIL

Nor can one drscount the

:mﬂuence up on Nkrumah’s
‘ thinking -of such seminal in-
“fluences as that of “Aggrey of

Africa”, ‘the great educator ‘at

‘whose feet Nkrumah had-once -

sat, ‘and on whose lips ‘the -
message of contmental salva- -

- tion for Afnca was ever to.be
found. - , :

Asl sa1d in my book Afrzca

- Unbound, in only a little more

. than a 'month after Ghana’s
mdependence Nkrumah had -

- ‘written' to~ all .the ‘heads of

.- governments of- the- mdepen-
dent ‘states of Africa to Teite-
- rate his desire to: convene a

~ conferen¢e of African states on
N .Afncan soil.

. The world press, senisitive o
‘those sersmologrcal ‘changes in

-the world situation that: por- -
tend. great events; ‘showed im-
médiate " interest although as’

" with Bandung——there were not

lacking - .those who foretold

‘ fallure

However, 'Dr Kwame Nkru

»mah ‘took - advantage ‘of -his -

visit' to London in: mid-1957,.
to speak. with' the Ethiopian
and" Sudanese - Ambassadors

- there about the Conference.
Soon arrangements were putv

in hand, through the Ghana

High Commissioner’s Office in
London, where I then had the
honour to. serve as liaison: offi-~ -
cer ‘to the- ‘various -African -

embassies, to make .the preli-
minary arrangements for the
Accra Conference of 1958. "
The. First Conference- of: In-
dependent African States open-.
ed at Accra, as the world- well
‘remembers, on April 15 of that

year. From the. moment that-
the conference oOpened, there
was no further doubt --that -

Africa would never agam be -

~ the same.
Although at that moment

“\

hundreds ot thousands ol
square miles -of her terntory

lay under the yoke of colonial-

~ism: and- mperrahsm, the -die "

.. was cast:
‘From that meetmg hall wem

V ~ forth ﬁrstly to all the countries - L
of the participants, then to the. L
_ peoples of Africa &s,a whole, " -

-and ﬁna]ly to the peoples of .
_other . continents . the ' message -
‘that Africa would be free;. and
that Africa. would be: united.

- Historic - tides ‘were:. set - in -
motron that have not ceased to
“flow, and that can never cease

to flow- until they reach. their - - .
~ accomplished . .end—the " unity -
- of -all:Africa’s. chlldren in free-

"dom, in ,dignity,: and in. bro-

therhood i
The words of the resolutrons

that were- adopted - dre, of
course, widely known, and,:-

jike a-pilot’s manual, set. the

course for the other interna-
“tional African conferences that”
followed-—a course -that has.
been ploughed resolutely and
farthfully not only - by the
‘countries that were “in at the
‘birth”, -but by all those other
gallant countries that were then'
struggling for freedom. - -
~ For ‘freedom is indeed in-
-grained in the heart of every
true Africa. It represents the
destiny towards which Africa’s

peoples steer, down: the de-

cades and with  untold suffer-

~ ing—a destiny that will surely

_be- realised.

Later in 1958, in December,
there was. also held. in\ Accra -
a second conference—the All
African Peoples  Conference.-
This " conference, which drew -
- together: trade; unionists, mem-
“bers of pohucal partiés, ‘and"
other people’s * representatives.
"from - all' over the ‘continent;-

was, as its name- implies; a

non-governmental gathering.
It nevertheless. received sym-

_ pathetic = tieatment “from the

“host country, as the-fact that
it was addressed by no less a
~ person-that Dr. Kwame Nkru-
mah tesuﬁes S

HIGH HONOUR

Among those who sattended
“Were many men like Lumum-
ba, - Nkomo, -Tom ° Mboya, -
- Kasavubu " and others whose
names are today held in high
- honour in their own countries. "

Even before the December
1958 conference ‘could ‘con-
vene, an 1mportant evenit had
happened in- West Africa that .
involved Ghana no less than

.the country drrectly involved—
* Guinea.’ '

When in - the’ autumn ‘of
1958 Guinea, under the: leader-
ship of Sekou Toure, returned:
.its historic “No” "fo  France’s:
referendum’~ establishing the
Frfth French Republic, Guinea -
. ‘was.immediately expelled from
" the: French 'Community.

The Ghana-Guinea partner- -

¢ ‘ship - that ‘was; then . formed,
- however, was. oné of a number .
of ways in’ which.: the: French
hope that Guinea would be iso-
~lated and’ brought to her knees
“was ‘thwarted.
- In constltutmg 1tself as a
repubhc ‘Guinea - even ‘made -
royision: i constitution,. of =

T he Ghana-Guinea partnership was later developed into the
' r-G/zana-Gumea-Malz Union, which was a further step forward '
I tlze dzrectzon of African Unzty ”

Artrcle Two of our constr-

' tutron “states . that:

" “In the confident expecta-
- fion of an early surrender
- .of sovereignty to a union of
Afrzcan states and territo-
.. ries, ‘the people now confer
on: Parliament the power to

provide-for the surrender of-
the whole or any part of .
‘the sovereignty of Ghana.”” -
- Other, " inter-African confe- -

rences: that -have followed the

1958 Accra Confererce of In- -
‘dependent African States have
- each constituted a further step
“along the road—whether they -

were. conferences of Heads of

. State, or of Foreign Ministers.

" By considering different as- -
~pects -of the road to umty—'

whether: ' the economrc the

.communications, the -legal, or

the - cultural aspects—these

conferences helped to preépare
’the way to further progress.

‘The greatest step forward of
all however, "has so far been

the '1963 :Addis' Ababa Con-: .
ferencé, of Heads of State and

Government, at which “the

Organisation of African Umty _

was formed.
This truly hJstonc event, in

" effect, created for the first time

a full-fledged regional’ organi-

" sation,” -comparable to -those

‘established ' for other reglons
of the world. =

The estabhshment ot the

: Orgamsatlon of African Unity -
is a vindication of the efforts

of student leaders of the 1940s,
like Kwame Nkrumah and

- Jomo Kenyatta, who beheved

that Africans ican unite in a
‘common . purpose and. for a
- common goal.

The estabhshnient ot the -

Orgamsatlon of African Unity
was a partlal culmination of
the grouping for unity which

- began with the Accra Com.

rence in. 1958

The Orgamsaﬁon of Afri-
- can Unity is a-great mile-

‘stone in the search. for true
- African Uity and through
it Africa should be able to

realise’ a Continental Gov: -

ernment -with .a sense -of
dedication and. mission for

""the whole:of the -Continent. -

It is most necessary to stress,

"at ‘this point, in history, ‘the

full ramifications of the word
*'come.

sohdanty”, that is’frequently

used in different contexts, but -
often m vague or general :
.- terms.- :
-~ In eﬁect the word “sohda-~

rity” . implies -unity. Tt is im ’
_possible.. tg -talk -‘about- one
“without mvokmg ‘the othér. As
" Ghana- itself progressrvely de- -
- veloped a continerntal view, so
.. " its. own -people’ began_ to ‘show -
'mcreasmg sohdanty The same - ;

s’ becommg of other Afncan
Countries.
What, in fact, does Afncan
" unity mean? It evidently is
-not merely a question of
- talking’ about unity, holding

- conferences, and passing re- . -

_solutions.. African unity .

- ""means that the peoples of

" Africa will - move “forward
under a central government-
~ al banner, the various parts
operatingﬂ “harmoniously in
‘terms of local conditions,
while the. centre provides
" direction for defence, the.
formulation of foreign poli-
cy, and .the development of .
a continental econontic and

financial policy, while at the =

‘same time. harmonising the

‘more organisational aspects
- of . modern -~ society — esia-

-blishing a standardised deci-
~ mal currency, for example,
" -to mention only one detailed
~ aspect. of what - has to be

done.

- Continental*. unity - he
necessity of our epoch It is
a necessity -that remains - as
true for Europe, America .and

-Asia as for our own' contineni

—and as inevitablé. In the age

-of the jet aircraft, which eats.

up miles as fast as an elephant -

~-eats hay, a different kind of
‘society from the limited colo-

nial type social groupings of
the past - becomes inevitable

AFRICA MUST UNITE

The conﬁguratron of ow
contineént implies a totality that
is even more striking than in

“the case of the other conti-

nents.

Ghana may be proud mdeed
to have played a role in this
great . movement. that has »
the -excitement of ' actuality,
and - all the overwhelming ur- .
gency ‘of necessity. Together )

. with our sister "African States,

we may look forward to a fu-,
ture in which we. -may together

-share the blessings, the bene-

fits,- and the greatness of a

"continental ‘grouping.

The way. has been shown to

'us,by the United . State: and’

the Soviet 'Union.” Now the
accomplishment: depends upc’

-our ‘efforts.: Let none doubt
“-that a united Afnca will surely

; Osagyefo Dr. Kwame Nkru
mah has spoken of “the. Afrz-

. can. Nation " that ‘must ~be.”

That- it .will indeed be is as .-
sure . as- tomorrow’s. sunrise

‘From _the -promise - we -fiow
~move towards the: accomplish-’

ment—to a wider umon, a
greater communion. = - -

Long" live AfrlcaL Afrrca
Must Umte' -






