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- THE ENEMY!

Brute force has always been, and continues to be, the racists’ first answer to popular
opposition. The hundreds of our men, women and children, whom we have already
puried this year with bullst wounds in their bodies, bear witness to this truth.

But each coffin covered with an ANC flag has become an heroic symbol inspiring
thousands more of our people to greater struggle and greater sacrifice, In place
of fear there is a growing contempt for death. In place of submission there isa heighten-
ed thirst for hitting back and making them weep at funerals of their own kind.

It is daily becoming more clear to Botha
and his coutside {riends rhat killing alone is
not enough. This does not mean that the
police and army killings will stop. It does,
however. explain why our ruling class and
its allies are trying so desperately to
wealken us from the inside. The method
they are using — divide and rule — isas old
as the nistory ol oppression nsell. Let vs
lock at some of the danger spots.

Tribalism

VWe must be on guard against the evils of
tribalism. Those migrant workers who are
herded into their ethnic compounds must
hear our message that they should not
allow themselves to be used by the police
against their fellow Africans, We must learm
to recognise tribalism even when it tries to
disguise itself, as is the case with Chiel
(Gatsha Buthelezl.

Police Provocations

We must be on the alert against police pro-
vocations. In recent periods false leaflets
have been issued aimed at creating and
widening the differences between those
who oppose apartheid. Organised gangs
of thugs and murderers have been
employed to burn the hotises and to kill ac-
1ivists against the sysiem, Dretending they
have been sent by one or another anii-
reqime organisation. Iinpimpis are sent to
join organisations in order to do this kind
of work from the inside.

Dividing the Workers
We rust be vigilant against all schemes to
divide the trade union movement, and to

co-opt it into the system. We are already ¥
beginning to hear talk of ‘partnership’ with tﬁjg the

black worlcers to save the capitalist systermn.
A united trade union movement which
uses its power on the side of liberation is
the greatest nightmare of the bosses.

We must also beware of some
‘revoluticnary’-scunding trade unionists
who deny the vital connection between
black liberation and socialism. By trying to
keep us away from the mainstream of the
struggle for pecple’s power, they weaken
the leading role of the workers at all stages
of the struggle. Orly the racists benefit
from such a policy.

The enemy will continue to work over-
time in an attempt to divide the popular
forces and 1o sow confusion. No amount of
force can, in the end, defeat a united na-
tion, a united working class and a united
liberation front!

Let us not become the victims of the
enemy’s dirty tricks!

Brother must not fight brother!
Worker must not fight worker!

Fight into
Enemy Lamp!
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A Soweto Generation Communist Says:

VMAYIHLOA

The entry of the army in the conflict
between oppressor and oppressed is
becoming an increasingly important factor
in our struggle. The enemy is engaged in
an all-round offensive to put down the
revolt, to silence the people’sleader=and,
more particularly, to destroy our liberation
movement and its armed wing, Umkhonto
we Sizwe. To prevent the gains which have
so far been achieved in mass struggle from
being reversed, it i1s becoming more vital
than ever that our people, in big numbers,
become involved in the armed struggle.
The building of our people’s army is one
of our most important priorities since it is
clear that without weakening the racist
army we cannot seriously talk of revolu-
ticnarv transformation.

Each one of us has a role to play in this
endeavour. We must rekindle in the hearts
of our people the heroic traditions and the
creative tactics of resistance to foreign
rule. The elders among us know well how
Makanda stormed the fort of Grahamstown
at midday under the cover of mist, They
aften talk about how Cetshwayo's men,
amounting to several thousand, concealed
their presence at Isandhlwana and suc-
cessfully destroyed the British encamp-
ment in 1879.

And our new generation of warriors is
bacoming steeled in battles against the
police and, latelv, the army. Young men
are once again coming together in the
Amabutho. As in old times, the sound of the
gun is no threat to their courage. We must
combine the lessons of these latest battle
experiences, the tactics of our forefathers
and the advanced military technigues of
Umkhonto we Sizwe, In order to advance
to final victory. The same initiative and
creativity which has been evolved over the
years in the non-viclent shruggles must now
also move into the military sphere.

And the Weapons?
Many revolutions have been won using (at
least in the initial stages) weapens found in
the country. These include simple wea-
pons manufactured locally by the pecople.
Weapons have been seized from
isolated enemy soldiers or policemen and
from small enemy cerncentrations. Others
have been stolen from barracks, from fac-
tories where they are manufactured.
Others have been hought from corrupt of-
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ficials or passed on by disillusioned
memkbers of the enemy’s armed f{orces and
police. Households belonging te civilians
who support a reactionary regime usually
contain many weapons which can easily be
captured.

But arns can only be used effectively by
people who are organised. It is because of
organisation that the racist army, numbez-
ing only tens of thousands, is able to sup-
press tens of millions of our people. And
we can only deal with that army if we our-
selves are well trained and well organised.

Wherever we are we must find ways to
deal with the enemy in an organised way.
We must observe the enemy, study the
way he moves against us, leam from our ex-
periences of past battles, and work out
suitable tactics for the different situations
in which we find ourselves. Small groups
of patriots (four or five) must come together
to form disciplined squads which can
engage in underground military actions.
Enemy formations must be met where they
least expect you. Surp:ise is the strongest
weapon of the weak against the strong. We
must find ways of acting in support of rnass
pelitical action.

We must look forward to the time when
the people’'s army will grow from sguads
tc sections, from sections to batallions and
regimenis, and to a strength when we will
be able to meet the enemy in open battles.

We must also pay a lot of attention to
weakening the enemy army from inside.
Above all, we must try to win over to our
cide those among our black oppressed
who wear the enemy’'s unifcrm to aveid
starvation for themselves and their families.
They must refuse to carry out orders to
murder our people. We must teach more
and more of them how to organise secretly
so as to be able to tum their guns against
our commeon oppressors. Those who begin
to see the hopelessness of serving the
racist regime must find a place on the side

of the people. -

The regime can be defeated i
by a ccmbination of mass
struggle and organised rev-
olutionary violence.Every
patriot must prepare for the
battles ahead.

Let us remember our battle
 ery: Mayihlome! Ke NMako!

——




Learning From the People — A Discussion Article:

SEEDS OF POPULAR POWER

VWhat has been happening in our streets pro-
ves once again that the masses are the real
creators of history. When they get moving
their creativity is enormous. It was the Rus-
sian masses in struggle who, in the 1905
Revolution, gave birth to their popular
organs of peorple's power which became

known as Soviets. The Russian commurnists’

(known as Bolsheviks) learnt from the peo-
ple that these Soviets could become the
seeds of popular power. In 1917 it was the
Soviets, guided by the Bolsheavik Party,
which tock power.

In our country the people are also show-
ing a talent for finding wavs ¢f sharpening
our revolutionary weapons. We must study
what we are doing and build upon it. Bar-
ricades are being put up with greater and
greater skills. New methods are being
found to interfere with the movement of
peclice and army vehicles. Home made wea-
pons are being manufactured with greater
skill. There are examples of organised dis-
arming of police. In some areas the hand
grenade is beginning to make its appear-
ance. In general. peopie are getting more
and more practical experience ofarmed ac-
tions against the police, the army and pup-
pet councillorswho are themselvesarmed.

There are visible effects of the growth of
crganised popular power. Many black
police have been forced to flee from the
townshipsto seekrefuge in white townsand
suburbs. Organised resistance of the peo-
ple has forced the enemy to bring in the
SADF to help dothe work of the police. The
united action ocfthe people has beguntoin-
fluence the nature and pace of the events
on a daily basis. It is becoming more clear
by the day that the regime, faced with the
power of mass action, cannot continue to
rule in the same cld way.

The enemy hasadmitted that its adminis-
trations in the black urban ghetioes have
totally collapsed. Puppet couricillors have
been forced to resign in large numbers.
Mostoftheresthave eitherrunawaytoseek
white protection or have experienced the
organised anger ofthe people. Many urban
centres have indeed become ungovern-
able; the racists still have the power to oc-
cupy with armed forces but are unable to set
up any lasting administration.

Butwhatis mostimportantis thatthere are
signs of the beginnings of organised popu-
lar power. The people themselves are
beginning to create organs which are
becoming their collective wvoice. Such
orgars have not been uniformin character,
varying according to the specific conditions
in each area. Inthe vacuum which is created
by the breakdowrn of the racists’ political ad-
ministration in these areas, the People's
Committees can take on a new meaning.
They can become the embryos of future
people’s power. Backed by mass action,
they can claim greater legitimacy as the
people’s popular representatives than the
administrations which the regime tries to
force down our throats.

The developments we have touched on
pose a major challenge to our whole revolu-
tionary movement. YWhat must be done?

The people have started the process of
destroving the enemy’s black local
authorities system. This process must
become complete throughout the country.
The spirit of the total rejection cf the govem-
ment's puppet adminstrations must be
spread to the bantustans.

The creation of popular alternatives to
these puppet administrations which the
people have already begun, must be given
special attention. QOur people should
everywhere elect or create their cwn
representatives, accountable to them and
not to the regime.

It is not being suggested that we have
alreadyreached the point where such pop-
ular organs can carry out all the fuctions of
civil administration. Butasthe struggle pro-
gressesthey can become the popular foun-
dation forthe seizure of people's power. At
the moment, quided by the objectives of our
liberation front, the People's Committees
must work to ensure the coliective and con-
scious activity and organisation of the
masses. Those who serve on these bodies
should be chosen from the people who
have been tested in political struggles. And
it is vital to ensure a strong working class
content.

The spreading of such people’s organs
and their correct direction and leadership
are very important steps on the road to the
seizure of political power by the people.

- THE PEOPLE SH/

Ll



To Mark the End of the UN Decade for Women, our Correspondent Writes:

No Victory Without Women

The 5South African Communist Party has
always supported the struggle for women’s
emancipation. We have been inspired by
Lenin's Theses that ‘there can be no
socialist revelution unless very many work-
ing women take a big part in it' and that ‘the
success of the revolution depends on how
much the women take part in it’,

Our Party has always attempted to apply
these teachings to the specific conditions
of struggle in our country. And we believe
that the winning of national liberation for
the entire black people is an absolute con-
dition for any change in the social status of
women as a whole. We therefore link the
cause of women's emancipation with the
national liberation reveluticn and the
liberation of the working class.

We black women (particularly African
women) suffer from a triple oppression.
We are oppressed and exploited as blacks,
as women and as workers. Black women
suffer first and foremost because they are
black; part of the oppressed and subject
people. They are exploited as workers as
well, and form a big proportion of the
reserve army of labour. They are also part
of an oppressed sex in a male dominated
soclety. These three elements are closely
linked. In general, black women cannot
change the conditions of their lives without
the overthrow of the apartheid regime,
They cannot in the long run change the
specific oppression of women without the
eliminaticn of capitalism.

The drive for women's emancipation
must be based on the class struggle.
Women's oppression (like racism, chauv-
inism and nationalism) cannot be fully li-
gquidated in isolation from the overall strug-
gle. Any attempt to deal with the emancipa-
fion of women as a thing in itself, separated
from the overall struggle, is self-defeating.
It becomes a classless dead end.

Our Party attaches great importance to
the struggle of women's liberation. Our
Programme states ‘the Party will fight for
full and ecqual rights for woran in every
aspect of state, social and private live. It
will work for the elimination of polygamy.
It will fight vigorously against all vestiges
and manifestations of contempt for, or un-
equal treatment of, women or their being
regarded as mere cooks, domestic ser-
varnts, nannies and house-keepers'. One of
the aims of the Party set out in its new Con-
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stitution is ... to combat racism, tribalism,
sex discrimination ...
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We Must Also Liberate Qurselves
Tne SACP believes that a movement ¢or a
party which does not ensure equal rights
in its own ranks cannot successfully fight
for the equality of women in society. Thus
it is the duty of all revolutionaries to make
1t possible for women to play their full part
in the liberation struggle. Everything pos-
sible must be done to help emancipate
waomen in the home. Women revolutionar-
les cannot be expected to carrv the burden
of all family and household duties. They
must have opportunities to be politically
active. A fight must constantly be waged
against those outmoded customs which
keep women in an inferor status. Perscnal
example must demonstrate a belief in the
equality of all human beings, of both sexes.
Lenin correctly siressed that 'we must
stamp out the old slave-owning concept
dowr to the last tiniest root, both within the
Party and among the masses. This is one of
our political tasks'.

The question of women's equality must
be treated concretely and not just with lip-
service and in the abstract. We must live
what we believe in. Experience shows that
bad attitudes by both men and women in
the family situation, their lack of understan-
ding of each other’s role in the revolution,
act as a2 drag on the fighting spirit and
determination of both. Women must assert
themselves more strongly. They must resist
all acts of sex discrimination. And they
must remove from their own thinking the
psychology of ohedience and passivity,

The fight against the deep-rooted patri-
archal attitudes towards women, against
religious prejudices and customs which
stand in the way of solving the women's
question, is an urgent political task.




A Delegate Gives His Impressions Of:

THE ANC CONFERENCE

In June this year, the ANC held its Second
National Consultative Conference. The first
Consultative Conference took place iIn
1969. Then I was a mere fledgeling boy at
Primary School, barely conscious of the
nature of cur oppression, let alone the
ways and means of bringing it to an end.
Now, 16 years later, a young communist
and functionary of the ANC, I had the op-
portunity to take part in what could be call-
ed a South African pecple’s parhament.
Many of the delegaies were of my age
group. Others were veierans of the Youth
League, Volunteers of the Fighting Fifties
and heroes of the 1967-69 battles in the then
Rhodesia. There were 250 of us: comi-
manders and commissars, {rade unionisis,
leHlLEl organisers, students and preies-
wadinval morloars, AL Salional gioups — men

AERD WSTe T - W et ash out the
most bummg question of the day — how
o drmews Pyl L, 3 Selze power.

Trz Conizrence was a cuimination of a
fu!l! vear of discussion by 211 members of
iie= movement. The overwhelming majonty
o ihese deleqgates were eiectad by the
rmmmperciip, The &S0 were selecied on
‘the basis of their work and experience.

S f—l wvititax of months of discussion, the
sTo@ience was also an important begm-
'ung. The decisions taken have to be im-
semented. Anu (e most important deci-
s51on was expressed in the sumple but far-
reaching slegan: ‘Frem the Venue of Con-
ference to Victory!’

Conscicus of the challenges facing the
movement, the delegates approached
each and every issue with utmcest serious-
ness, This mood was brilitanty captured in
the message received just before Confer-
ence from our leaders in pnsern. Itread in
part: “We feel sure that all those.delegates

+  who will attend will go these witr- one cen-
tral issue uppermost in thelr mnas; that out
of Conference the ANC wili emerge far
sironger than ever belfore’

Briefiy, Conference took. amon j
ihe {cllowing decisions.

* To strengthen the ANC underground
* To intensify armed struggle
* To further mobih== the peoile into

others,

decizive acuon and to strengtlien the
legal mass democratic movement

* To further adapt cur structures ‘o the
demands of the present stage of strug-
gle and ensure the broadest pousible
pammpatmn nf 1he memhershm i the

- Oliver Tamba
|| Addresses the " F= ;“;
§| ANC C‘unsu!farwe ;
- Conferenr:e

formulation and implementation of
policy. Membership at all levels of the
movement has been opened to all rev-
olutionaries without regard toc colour.

* To ensure the proper training and
deployment of all cadres, and to con-
stantly improve their education, heaith
and cultural life.

We had a lively discussion on the issue
of our Strategy and Tactics. Various con-
cepts and categories were put under
scrutiny: people’s war, insurrection, the
general strike, etc. All of these questions
have been thrown up by the practical
struggles inside the country. They have 1o
be understood in context. Like in all other
discussions, the deliberations on Strategy
and Tactics showed a broad identity of ap-
proach amecng all members of the move-
ment: on the Freedom Charter, forms of
struggle and so on.

The hiztorical unity of our fighting
alliance was felt throughout the Con-
ference. The delegates received with
thunderous applause messages from the
SACP and SACTU. We also received
messages from cur friends and supporters
all over the world.

In a Call to the people of Scuth Africa,
‘The ANC i1s With You!', Conference outlin-
ed the major tasks facing us. The main one
1s to commit every patrict and everything
for the seizure of power.

The ANC and the entire alliance have
emerged from Ceonference very much
stronger. The Conference was indeza a
council-of-war to plan the final offensive for
the seizure of power.

Vlﬂnry is Waihm our Grnsp'



WHAT SASOL HAS TAUGHT

‘Vhen Sasol sacked 6 000 strikers and paid
them off under the guns of the police in
November, it became even clearer to
workers and all oppressed people how we
must wage our fight on all fronts.

At basol, the police acted directly to de-
fend the interests of the capitalists. And the
capitalists acted against us under laws that
they and their parliament had made o op-
press and exploit us.

Thousands of workers were deported to
starve in QwaQwa, Transkel and other
places. And the bosses were confident
they would be able to find other workers
from the thousands of jobless people in the
bantustans to replace those sacked.

VWhat happened at Sasol shewed usagain
that the police and the country’s laws serve
the interests only of the racists and ex-
ploiters. If we are going to solve our pro-
blems as workers and oppressed people,
it is we who must contrel the police and
make the laws. That means we must con-
trol the gevernment. That means we must
throw all our power as workers and op-
pressed people into the fight to destroy this
government,

The time, as we all know, has come for
us to define properly our role as workers
and trade union members in the political
struggle. Qur trade unions, our shop
stewards councils and other organisations
must be turned into an important sector of
cur mass revolutionary bases. From these
bases we and the revolutionary organisa-
tions of the people — the African National
Congress and the South African Commu-
nist Party — will together launch new and

Gur journal Umsebenzi comes LY
from a line of official Com- v 4}
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bigger offensives against the enemy. Qur
goal is not just slightly better werking and
living conditions. Our aim is to destroy this
governmeni of the racists and exploiters.

But there are a few trade union activists
who still say w= must fight only for better
wages and working conditions. These few
have been slow to see that we need to fight
for a new government, for our own govern-
ment that serves our interests. That, in the
end, is how we will solve all our problerms.

This small group must wake up now to
the fact that we need to take our struggles
as workers to a higher level, that we need
to huild our central role as workers within
the forces of the nationai liberation move-
ment. If they do not wake up only the in-
terests of the enemy will be served.

The battle at Sasol has also shown us
agaln how important it is for us to help
organise the jobless in the bantustans,
towns and cities. We must do all we can in
the coming monthsand vears to help the un-
employed get organised. If this is not done,
the racists and exploiters will always be
able to use some of us against others from
our ranks.

We are marching towards the unity of all
workers, whether we have jobs or not. We
are marching towards unity between all
workers, all oppressed people and all pro-
gressive forces.

The battle ahead is not only about our
wages and working conditions. It is aiso
about who owns the factories, farms and
businesses. It is, above all, about the
struggle for pnlitical power.
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munist publications whose =7 mr ¥
very names symbolise the Al M q';:ﬁ.m“m
most important elements of “-—-——- * '
our struggle. In 1915 the forerunner of our parl:s,r the Intemational Socialist League, began publishing
a journal called The International. In 1921 when our Party was established, The Intermational became
its official organ. It was followed biy The South African Worker whi::h began publication in the
mid-1920s, changing its name to Umsebenzi in April 1930. YWhen it ceased publication in March
1938 it had heen the Party's official voice for 23 years. Two years later, in 1940, Inkululeko became
the official organ of our Party and was published reguliariy until we were outlawed in 1950. During
this nnderground pericd we began publication of our theoretical journal, The African Communist
and from time to time we published issues of Inkulileko.
The international, Freedom and The African Communis{

— these are titles which reflect what

our Party has always stocd for. In the present stage of our struggle when it has become more im-
portant than ever to stress the fundamental role of our working class we have decided onceagain
to spread our message un-:ler the time- hnnoured banner of Umsebenz: (The Worker).




PEM PICTURES
OF SOUTH AFRICAN COMMUNISTS

Moses Kotane was born at Tamposstad near Rustenberg in the
Northern Transvaal in 1905. After only a few years of formal
schooling, he worked as a photographer’s assistant, domestic ser-
vant, miner and pakery worker. He joined the ANC in 1928 and
the Party in 1929, In 1931 he became a full time functionary of
our Party. He was a member of the Bakers' Trade Union and in
1329 was elected Vice Chairman of the South African Federation
of Native Trade Unions. In 1931 Kotane joined Nzula as a pupil
at the Lenin School in Moscow. When he returned in 1933, Kotane
was elected to the Political Bureau of the Party and became its
General Secretary in 18939, a position which he held untl his death
in 1978. In 1943 he served on the ANC Committee which drafted
the historic document, African Claims, and in 1945 was slected
to the National Executive Committee of the ANC. He was arrested
in the Defiance Campaign of 1952, the Treason Tnal of 1356-61,
and the Emergency of 1960. In 1962 he was placed under house
arrest, The following vear he was sent abroad by the ANC and
CP to help organise the extermal apparatus of the liberstion move-
ment. During this period he served as Treasurer-General of the
ANC. Cn his T0th birthday he was awarded /sitwalandwe— e R SO
Seaparankoe and the Sowiet Order of the Friendship of the Moses Kotane

People. (‘Malume’)
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in the Orange Free State in 1908,
a son of one of the most disting-
uished Afnkaner families in South
Africa. He won a Rhodes' scholar-
ship and studied at Oxford, retum- 5=
ing to practice as a barrister in K%
Johannezburg. The SA colour-bar, §&EES
Hitlers's racist barbarism combin- * :

ed to move Bram out of the nationalist laager and he joined the Communist Party in the early
1940s, From 1945 until his death he served on the Central Committee of cur Party. He acted
as a defence lawyer for the Treascn Trialists of 1956-61 and for the accused in the Rivonia
Trial. He was held in high regard by his colleagues in the legal professicn and, despite his
open commitment to national liberation and socialism, was elected to serve as Chairman of
*fhe Bar Council. In 1364 Bram was arrested together with a group of other comuriunists active
in the Party’s underground. He was granted bail and permission to proceed te England w0
argue an appeal on pehalf of a client at the Privy Council. Despite this opportunity to win
his freedom from cenain life imprisoroment, Brarn insisted that he should return o South Africa.
He did so, and after skipping bail, changed his identity and worked underground as head
of the Party’s leadership group. He was captured a year later and sentenced to life imprison-
ment for ‘sabotage’. In 1975 he died, still a prisoner of the racists.

s‘

Abram Fischer (‘Bram’) Addressing the
Party Congress

of tha Johnnesburg District, 1948
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The Freedom Charter was

born thirty years ago. Since QN THE 30th ANNIVERSARY C

ihat time, changes in our situa-

tion have greatly influenced Th F d ca
the form and content of our e r ee om

sttuggle. Yet the Freedom =
Charter dees not look dated. =

Its popularity is growing by the day. It is fast becoming the minimum plat-
form uniting the radical, democratic and patriotic classes and groups in the
struggle to destroy racism. The vision of a future South Africa, so poetically
proclaimed in each clause of the Freedom Charter, is as relevant today as
it was at Kliptown on the 26th of June, 1955.

From the moment of its birth the Freedom Charter was forced to fight off attacks on
its legitimacy from every direction. The racist regime 1mmediately tried to prova In the
ceurts that the Freedom Charter was treason and a cover {or creating a communist South
Africa. The PAC claimed that the Charter was treason against the people because it
said South Africa belonged to all who live in it. Trotskyites, confused academics and
other armchair revolutionaries screamed that the Charter was treason against the work-
ing class and stood in the way of a socialist future.

It is not toc difficult to understand why the fascist right, the confused ultra-left and
the backward nationalists all felt threatened by the Charter, It is because the Freedom
Charter became the ideolegical cement which bound together the revolutionary libera-
tion front headed by the African National Congress. Those who gathered around the
Charter have a common understanding of the immediate objectives of our revolution
and the alliance of class forces historically necessary to achieve those obiectives.

The Charter is not a pregramme for a socialist South Africa. For example, it proclaims
the right of all people ‘to trade where they chocse, to manufacture and to enter all trades
.... But neither should it be seen as a recipe for a capitalist South Africa. It proclaims
that the wealth eof our country must be restored to the people
and aims to transfer to the ownership of the people as
a whole ‘the mineral wealth beneath the scil, the banks
and monopoly industry’. It provides further that all other
industry and trade ‘shall be controlled to assist the weall-
being of the people’.

Three questions imimediately arise. First, is there a
contradiction between those clauses in the Freedom
Charter which sound socialist and those which promise
free enterprise rights for the small man? Second, when
power is acheived on the Freedom Charter platform will
South Africa continue with capitalism or take the socialist
road? And third, is the Freedom Charter an obstacie in
the way of the struggle for a socialist future? The answers
to these three questions depend very much on how we
understand the objectives and the class content of the
present stage of our struggle.

[TH

Workers and National Liberation

The national liberation struggle represents the most im-
portant immediate class interests of our proletariat. Other
classes and strata among the black oppressed can and
must also be mobilised to support the immediate objec-
tives of national liberation. We communists therefore
believe that an alliance between all classes, whose

interests are served by the democratic revolution, is
necessary.

“THE WEALTH SHALL BE

ai




"REEDOM CHARTER WE DISCUSS:

rer and Socialism

Only political children reject all alliances. Only
classroom revclutionaries believe that the working
class must abandon an objective just because that
objective also serves the ternporary interests of
another class. What we do have to ensure is that
the working class plays the leading role at all stages
of the struggle and that the ultimate victory is not
hijacked by new exploiters with black faces.

The class shape of the nower structures which
will emerge when the racist ruling class is
destroyved has no definition, one way or the other,
in the Freedom Charter. This will be determined
on the ground in actual revolutionary practice. A
people's government dominated by the black mid-
dle strata and aspirant capitalists could attempt tc
misuse sections of the Freedom Charter to stop the
revolution in its tracks. On the other hand there is
more than enough in the Freedom Charter to
enable a power bloc dominated by the working
people to take glant sinides in the direction of social

LENIN ON A REVOLUTION
OF THE WHOLE PEOPLE

One of the objections raised to the
slogan of 'the revolutionary demo-
cratic dictatorship of the proletariat
and the peasantry’' is that dictatorship
presupposes a ‘single will' and that
there can be no single will of the pro-
letariat and the petty-bourgecisie.
This objection is unsound, for it is
based on an abstract ‘metaphysical’
interpretation of the term ‘single will',
There may be a single will in one
respect and not in another. The
ahsence of unity on questions of
socialism and in the struggle for
socialism does not preclude single-
ness of will on questions of dem-
ocracy and in the struggle for a
republic, To forget this may be tan-
tamount to forgetting the character of
the democratic revolution as one of
the whole people: if it is ‘of the whole
pecple’, that means that there Is
‘singleness of will' precisely insofar
as this revolution meets the needs
and requirements of the whele pao-
ple. (Twao Tactics of Social Democracy
in the Democratic Revolution)

emancipation.

In its programme our Party pledges 'unqualified support for the Freedom Charter’.
It also makes the point that ‘the Freedom Charter is not a programme for socialism' but
rather 'a common prograrmme for a free, democratic South Africa, agreed on by socialists
and non-socialists’. But it also concludes that the achievement of the aims of the Freedom
Charter will not only answer the pressing and immediate needs of the people but will
also provide a basis for an advance to a socialist future.

Let us now attempt to answer the questions which we raised above.

The Road Ahead

There is no basic contradiction between the socialist-sounding and free enterprise-
sounding clauses of the Freedom Charter. On its owr, Jarge-scale nationalisation does
not necessarily mean socilalism. On its own, the toleration and even expansion of small-
scale private enterprise (which the Bolsheviks encouraged for some years during the
post-1917 period of transition to a socialist 2aconomy) does not necessarily mean a choice
of the capitalist system as a way forward.

The question as to which road South Africa will follow on the morning after our libera-
tion flag is raised over Union Buildings, will in practice be decided by the class com-
position of the forces who have come to power.That is why the issue of the role of the
working classin the national democratic revolution cannot be postponed to any later stage;
the working class, as our Programine emphasises over and over again, must be the leading
force at every stage of the national democratic revolution.

It follows (in answer to our third question) that the Freedom Charter is in no way an
obstacle to the struggle for a sociaiist future. The evils of national oppression cannot
be wiped out without breaking the racist hold on the land, mines and factories. This
fundamental okjective unites all genuine patriots whether they are socialist or non-
socialist. The opening up of lower level trading cpportunities to those who were
previously barred because of their colour, will nct necessarily prevent a revolutionary
people’s government from creating conditions for a socialist South Africa during the
transition perod.

STORED TO THE PEOPLEI= -
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HOW TO MASTER SECRET WORK

We have said that secret work helps us
overcome the problems created by the
enemy. This helps in the wvital task of
building an underground organisation or
secret network. The network mustlead the
people in the struggle for power. It does not
compete with the progressive legal
organisations but reinforces them. Let us
look at some of the main measuresinvolved:
1. Onlysericusandreliable people canbe
included in the secret network. The leaders
must study the potential recruits very
carefully. They are locking for people who
are politically clear, determined, disciplin-
ed, honest and sober. People who cankeep
asacret. People whoare brave and capable
of defving the enemy even if captured.

2. Recruitsare organised into a unit or cell
of three or four people. The number is
limited in case of failure or arrest. The cell
leader is the most experienced persori. The
cell members must not know the other
members of the network.

3. Onlythe cellisader knowsand isin con-
tact with a more senior member cf the net-
work, This senior contact gives instructions
from the leadership and receives reports.
4. A small committee of the most exper-
ienced people leads the network. Thisisa
leadership cell of two or three persons. This
cell might be in charge of a factory, location,
township or city. A city network takes the
form of 2 pyramid. The city underground
comrmittee isat the top. Local cellsare at the
base. Middle command cells are in bet-
ween, Start with one cell. Gain expenence
before building mora.

CITY OR AREA NETWORK
ClrylArea

Lacdarship
Middie Laval

L{ammand

L I o0 e
Factory and Township/Suburb Cells

5. A rule of secret work is that meinbers
must know only that which is necessary to
fulfill their tasks. Everyone, fromtop to bot-
tom, must have good cover stories to pro-
tect them. This is a legend or story which

BUIED THE UNDERGRQUND:

) 2. SETTING UP A SECRET NETWORK

hides or camouflages the real work being
done. For example: a secret meeting in a
parkis made to look like a chance meeting
between friends. If they are ever question-
ed they give the legend that they simply
humped into sach other and had a discus-
sion about football.

6. All members of the network are given
code names. These conceal theirrealiden-
tities. They must have good identification
documents. Especially those living an il-
legal life. A lot of time and effort must be
given to creating good legends to protect
cur people. There 15 nothing that arouses
suspicion as much asa stranger who has no
good reason for being around.

1. Allillegal documents, literature, reports
and weapons (when not in use) must be
carefully hidden. Special hiding places
must be built. Codes must be used in
reports to conceal sensitive names and
information.

8. The leaders must see that all members
are trained in the rules and methods of
secret work. It is only through this training
thatthey will develop the skills to outwit the
enemy.

d9. Technical methods suchasthe use ofin-
visible writing, codes and disguises must be
mastered. Counter-surveillance methods
which help check whether one is being wat-
ched by the enemy must be known. Secret
forms of communicating between our peo-
ple must be studied and used. Thisisall part
of the training. These methods will be dealt
with later in this series.

10. Specialisation: Once the network has
been developed some cells should
specialise in different tasks such as pro-
paganda, sabotage, combat work, mass
werk, factory crganisation etc.

In the meantime you can start putting in-
to practice some of the points already
dealit with. Begin to work out legends in
your work. What innocent reason canyou
give if a friend or a policeman finds this
journal in your possession?

NEXT ISSUE: Rules of Secrecy

Marxism and Violence Will

‘ The Series on
Continue in the Mext Issue




In the last Umsebenzi we talked of exploita-
tion. We said 'The workersare alwaysrobb-
ed of that part of their labour which creates
surplus value’. Always? Perhaps vou
thought that if we and our trade unions
fought for and won better wages, that would
be the end of robbery and exploitation.

But would it? Let us look closely at what
happens when one works for wages. The
boss, so it would seem, buys your working
time — perhaps eight or nine hours a day.
Then for every minute of the day you worls,
you put a little parcel of the actual labour of
your brain or muscle into his products or his
crops; this adds to their value. So what he
seems io buy is time; but what he getsisreal
labour, which is invisibly buried in the
finished product. Ilf, for example, you
decide to work faster and make more pro-
ductseach containing alittle parcel of your
labour, will he pay more? Notlikely, ifhe has
hired vou by time. Norisit likely that he will
pay you more if he provides a new tool or
machine to turn out more productsin a day.

But why not? After all, your labour adds
vaiue to his products. Butthe bossesanswer
that they are not buying your actual labour;
they are buying your time —- your power
labour for a certain number of hours each
day. The truth isthat whatever they claimto
be paying for, what they are getting when
yvou actually start working is in fact labour.

How is the price for your labour power fix-
eq? Pernaps oy argument and agreement
between ycu and the boss: perhaps by
negotiation of a trade union with all the
bosses in the industry. But however it is
fixed, whatisitreaily worth? Whatisitsreal
value? If you ask that questicn about any
other thing which is beught and sold in our
society, the answer will start with ‘the cost
of producing it’. Lef ustry the same answer
for the sale of labour power.

What doesit cost to produce your pocwer
to work? Well, so much for food and
clothing and housing and fransport,
because without these you would be unabie
to work; and ther add so much for educa-
tion and training, because without them you
would lack the skill to work: and also add
so much for raising a family and bringing
them up to working age, because without

this the whole class of workers would die
out in one generation. All this is its real
value.

And, onthe average, those things are pro-
duced inlesstime than an eight hour work-
ing day. So even if we can sell our labour
power at its real value — the bosses would
be buying eight hours or more of our work,
and paying for it with wages which repre-
sent perhaps four or five hours of working
time, spread across our food and rent and
80 On.

Which means simply that all wage
workers — all — work surplus hours in
which they put parcels of their labour into
the bosses’ products, creating extra value
for those products; but for those surplus
hours they receive no value themselves in
the form of wages. It might seem that they
are paid fortheir full day, butinfacttheyare
paid only for part. The rest of the day they
are doing unpaid lahour — ‘surpluslabhour’.
the value ofthe work theydo inthat surplus
time ig ‘surplus value'. It goes straight into
the pockets of the bosses — even when the
worker is paid the full value of his labour
pOwWer.

Qf course, labour power seldom sells at
that high price. Whenever there are more
workersthan jobs —and there nearly always
are — desperate work-seekers will accept
wages far below that full value; and the
result is that there are always thousands of
workers underfed and sick, badly housed,
with uneducated and untrained children
growing up withoutskills, Eveninthe most
advanced societies with free trade unions,
wages scarcely ever reach that level of the
full value of labour power.

But even if they did, still the boss would
be getting some part of the day as ‘surplus
labour' — unpaid labour. And the value
created by the workers in that part of their
day would still go straight into his pocket.
It would still be robbery and exploitatior.

Thatis why there is no wayto end robbery
and exploitation of working people aslong
as wage labour for bosses remains, In the
end we have to change the whole system—
riot just the wage rates.

¥ AND'PRACTICE & KNOWLEDGE 15; STRENGTH: ! ' THEORY AN X PRACTICE &
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As soon as workers begin to fight for bet-
ter condit:nons in the factory, the question
of their de mocratic nghts arises: the right
to organi to meet, to speak, to strike, to
picket, to | wrgain collectively and te resist
victimisation. And the moment the question
of rights : ' = &3, workers come up against
the law ane e maldng of law. We thus can-
net avoid the issue of the struggle for
pelitical power.

Trade unions cannot be effective if they
isolate themselves from the political strug-
gle. Frem the day of its birth a South African
trade union faces the whole system of race
oppression. Pass laws restrict movement
and job possibilities. Recently, at Sasecl and
on the mines, we saw once again how the
bosses use the bantustan system in their
fight against trade unions. The political
system makes sure that the economic and
soclal burdens of segregation are always
placed on the shoulders of the black
workers. Unequal pay for equal work bet-
ween black and white workerzis partofthe
general political pattern,

As in all capitalist countries, the state
always acts as an instrument of the bosses.
Iti1sanorgan for the oppression of one class
by another. When the hassec do not want
to negaotiate, they czll in the armyv and
pcilce. The violence used against workers
during strikes brings trade unions into
direct confrorntation with the regime.

The bosses would very much like to see
the workers accept the framework of the
capitalist system and to struggle merely for
day to day economic improvements. Some
of them are even beginning to talk about the
joint interests that the bosses and workers
have in making the system work. They are
suggesting a so-called 'partnership’ bet-
ween the workers and themselves. The
main voice of big business, the Financial
Mail recently warned that ‘if the capitalist
system is te have any place in a future South
Africa', black workers must be made the
‘accomplices’ of the system. Their intention
15 clear; 1t 1s to prevent the kind of radical
transformation which ceculd lead to an
ending of all forms of exploitation of man
bv marn.

In South Africa, the link between
econcmic exploitation and the national
liberation struggle is very clesar. Those
trade unionists who attempt to deny this lirk
are takmg then' memhers along i'J'Le rc:ad

. '._ 2. L ay
"_ bk e Sy [

%‘r ] j : 9
. - qt-sk'm E{ﬂ-ﬂr .

\DZ UNIONISM

2 Trade Unicns and Pelitical Struggle

R 5 S

which leads to a dead end.

Early this century, Russian revoiutionar-
1es also discussed the role of trade unions
in the struggle for democracy and national
liberaticn. The workers' vanguard — the
Russian Bolshevik Party — correctly believ-
ed that the struggle for democracy and
against Tsanst tyranny was the mostimpor-
tant immediate objective of the wuikiiiy
class and its allies. Lenin stressed that in this
struggle the working class and its trade
unions cannot and must not be neutral. He
sald: ‘'The immediate demands of the day
are the democratic demands of the workers
in the political sphere, and the economic
demands within the framework of capital-
iIsm in the economic sphere’,

In our country too, trade union 'nouiality’
in the democratic struggle is imnnpssible
Either unions participate actively in the
struggle againsi the racist
which daily faces their members, or they
help the ruling class by their silence.

Although trade unions have et indepen-
dent role to play as mass organisations
defending and struggling on behalf of their
members in the eco..orme sphere, there
cannot be an ‘indey lidewce’ from the
deimocratic movement. In the mpvemant.
trade unions must puay a very imoortant
roie. At the same .irue, Wnen we take up
political i1ssues affecting 1s as worliers we.
must of course make sure that we fake -—urv
fellow workers wun us; we must all Lo
prepared to accenrt eama of the sacrifices
and organisational unitv ready to resist the
retaliation or the bosses and theur

.l'l.'-l.'-'l ——

governmeni.

.1era: Secretary,
| SH i":"... 3-..:‘::::‘95 mc,r Ihe ANC Conference
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The struggle for national liberation has
reached a stage where everyone is agreed
that change must come.

In this series we shall be examining some
of the basic gquestions that need to be
answered if we are to malze certain that the
people seize power. In particular, we shall
lock at the different forms of struggle
employed by cur people. We will consider
how these different forms of struggle com-
plement each other and how they need to
converge, to come together, in order to
turn the spirit of defiarnce into a mighty
weapon with which we can hammer the
enemy into submission.

The foundation cf any struggle against op-
pression and exploitation is the people. It
is the people who are oppressed and ex-
ploited. Freedom does not come z2s a gift.
It is the people who have to struggle to
resist, to fight back and tale the offensive
if they are o win.

The strategy of the National Liberation
Front headed by the ANC is based on four
central factors. These are:

1. The mobilisation and organisation of the
masses cf our people into united, active
struggle;

. The development of a solid political
underground, the backbone of our
revoutionary f[orces, engaged in all-
round vanguard activity;

3. The use of revolutionary violence in
which the people's army, Umkhento we
Sizwe, is the main striking force; and

4. The international campaign to isolate the
apartheid regime and develop solidanty
and support for our struggle.

What is the relationship between these four

factors?

Atelling blow cannct be thrown with the
fve fingers of the hand outstretchied. Those
five fingers have to be brought togetherinto
a clenched fist. That is common sense —
everyone knows that. But when it comesto
a struggle for national liberation whose vic-
tory 1s not an accident of history but the
result of conscious action by the people, it
is necessary to understand the relationship
between these keyfactors of our strategy.
We must ensure that they converge, so that
Victory 15 assured.

The Botha-Malan clique is determined to
hang on te power in our country. Like all
previous white minority regimes, all their
manoeuvres, all their repression, is aimed
at one thing: tc continue the oppressionand

[ ich]

g"\] LINKS IN A CHAIN OF STRUGGLE

exploitation of the majority of our people
for the benefit of the ruling class.

One of the most important ways by which
they hold onto power is by determining for
us, the people, the forms of struggle that we
should be allowed to use. Thev want to
decide for us which form of struggle is legal
and which 1s not. They [ragment our
country and our people and tell us to use
the bantustans, the President’s Council, the
Community Councils, the Local Affairs
Committees and the Management Commit-
tees to further our interests. They make
laws to decide which strike by our workers
is legal and which is iliegal. Viclence isin-
herent in their rule yet they tell us not to use
revolutionary violence.

All this because in the face of our mount-
ing resistance they would like to entrench
their rule by making sure that whenever we
fight back we sheould fight with sur fingers
cutstretched.

The forms of struggle that we use are
determined by the conditions under which
we have to wage our war. They are deter-
mined by what we, through the history of
our struggle, have come to understand to
be the only way we can be victorious. Now
as never before cur people know that there
can be no victory without revolutionary
violence. We have to wage an all-round
People’'s War — a war in which we combine
legal and illegal ferms of struggle; a
People’s War based on united massaction;
a People’'s War whichislinked to the insur-
rectionary power of the masses. In ordertc
be victoricus w2 need to clench our fists;
to forge all the links of our struggle into an
unkreakable chairn.

But it sometimes happens that those of us
who are involved in any specialised task
connected with one or other of the four fac-
tors we have mentioned, become prisoners.
of our specialities. We can easily forget that
we are just links in a chain. For example,
a combatant in MK may begin to think of
revolutionary violence in a narrow way, as
if it is exclusively associated with his work
in MK. The trade unionist mav see his
work as the centre of the struggle. The
political organiser or propagandist may
begin to think of their area of work as the
onlv important part of the struggle. There
s a danger in such tendencies of overlook-
ing the unity of our struggle. All four factors
are intimately interrelated. All have one
common base and that is that they are
rooted in the people and involve the
mobilisation of the masses.
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To Mark our Party’s 64th Anniversary on July 30, 1985,

We Begin a New Series on:
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On July 30, 1921, the Communist Party of
South Africa was born in a world and a land
filled with crisis, class conflict and national
struggle. The birth of the new party was an-
nounced at a meeting in Cape Town. The
founding conference took place over the
next three davs.

The newly-formed CPSA (we will explain
in a later issue why in 1953 the Party chang-
ed its name from CPSA to SACP) dedicated
itself to fight against the cppressor and for
a world in which ‘the necessities of life ...
the culture, the honour and the power shall
be to him who toils not him who exploits’.

On the first executive were two lifelong
fighters against oppression and exploita-
tion — Bill Andrews, secretary, and SP Bun-
ting, treasurer.

The new Party was a child of its times.
The capitalist system was in crisis after the
1814-1918 imperialist war. All over the
world communist parties were being form-
ed and joining the new Commmunist Inter-
national, set up by Lenin after the victorious
1917 Russian Revolution.

In South Africa there was a sharp econo-
mic recession. The living standards of the
impoverished masses were being reduc-
ed still further. The ANC and the ICU took
up the struggle against national oppression
and exploitation. Premier Smuts lashed
back with bloody massacres at Port
Elizabeth, Bulhoek and in Namibia.

The CPSA was a child of its times in
another way too. It was the successor of the
International Socialist League (ISL) which
broke away from the SA Labour Party when
the latter shamefully supported the im-
penalist war. Like the ISL it consisted main-
ly of white workers, many of them recernt
immigrants from Britain.

But the mass of South African workers,
thern as now, were black. The black
workers bore a double burden — ex-
ploited as workers and oppressed as
blacks. How to fight against this double
burden was something the CPSA would
only learn with time — and as it changed
from a mainly white to an overwhelmingly
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black Party.

But the CPSA had one big advantage. It
joined the Communist International (CI)
whose leader, Lenin, hated any kind of
racism or chauvinism. Under his leadership
the CI declared war on colonialism and na-
tional oppression.

It was the first time, Lenin himself said,
that the European worlang class movement
had talren notice of the existence of black
people.

More important, Lenin explained the
connecilon between the national liberation
struggle and the class struggle. The op-
pressed peoples, the exploited workers of
the capitalist countries, and the new Soviet
Republic were natural allies against a com-
mon enemy — imperialism, the final stage
of capitalism.

This was the main reason why the CPSA
set out on the road leading to its histonc
alliance with the ANC. Even before the
Party was founded, the ISL had called for
the abolition of passes and equal rights for
African workers.

In his report to the Clin 1921, Ivon Jones,
the main theoretician of the Party, describ-
ed the ANC as ‘a revoluticnary movement
in the fullest meaning of Lenin’s terms'.

The CPS5A denounced the Bulhoek mas-
sacre and supportad the efforts of the ICU
to organise black workers. But it criticised
the ANC’s ‘middle class' leadership. It did
not yet understand the need for a broad
liberation movement of all classes and
groups amongst the oppressed people, nor
how this fitted in with the worlers’ struggle.

In 1922 the white workers of the Rand
rebelled against attempts by the bosses to
cut their wages and jobs by putting black
workers into jobs reserved for whites.
Almost before it had taken breath, the
young Party was faced with this very com-
plicated situation in which national and
class interests were entangled.

How the CPSA fared and what it learnt
from this bitter struggle will be described
in the next issue of Umsebenzi.




SOUTHERN AFRICA ROUND-UP

What Reagan and Botha Want

The present rulers in Pretoria and [~
Washington like to talk about a §
‘communist conspiracy’ to take
over the world — with Southern
Africa and especizally the Republic
high on the communist hit-list.

Such 1alk is nonsen=ze. But what
Is blindingly clear is that
Washington has its own plans for
Southern: Africa. The aim cof these
plans is to make sure that the rule
of Big Capital in South Africa is
never endangered.

It is no less than Mr George
Schultz, head of US foreign affairs,
who has lef the cat out of the bag.
He openly admuits that it was the US
that forced Mozambique to sign L.

Peter Mofoka, sf}-yeard victim of
‘constructive engagement' in Gaberone
Beotswana, 14th fune 1985

the Nkomati Accord and is now
pushing Angola to expel its Cuban
helpers.

In a keynote speech Schultz said the USA
was pressurising Lesotho and Botswana to
‘come 1o an agreement’ with the racists to
expel the ANC. The Botswana people have
once again learnt what Schultz means by
‘pressure’; the butchenng of yet another
group of innocent men, women and
children.

It is tiny Lesotho that is also facing the
crunch Schultz has heiped to prepare. Pre-
toria is doing everything it can to destroy
the government of Leabua Jonathan.

Jonathan’s crime? To be friendly to the
ANC and allow a Soviet embassy in
Maseru,

Pretoria has given up trying to create
puppet parties like Mofeli’'s BDA. Now it
wants a military coup to oust Jonathan. The
method is to stir up trouble between the
Basotho and the ANC.

If the racists succeed, L.esothe will be
condemned to years as a virtual bantustan.

But the Basotho people know their
enemy. They will see the efforts to create
hatred between themselves and their
brothers and sisters in the ANC as the
shallow tricks that they are.

In Namibia Pretona is busy with tricks of
another kind. It has set up an ‘interim
government’. It says Swapo can jain this
puppet body and it drops hints about
disagreements with the US over Cuban
withdrawal. Pretoria says it wants an

‘African settlement’,

This is an obvious trick to (1) delay Nam-
ibian freedom as laid down in UN Resolu-
tion 435 and (2) persuade Washington to
step up the pressure on Angola’s MPLA-
Party of Labour Government.

Meanwhile, Scuth African troops are still
in Angola, and towards the end of June
they entered in even greater numbers,

Eut not all of them. Umsebenzi has infor-
mation that the notorious Buffalo Battalion,
the mercenary outfit guilty of atrocities in
Angola, is now in the Eastern Transvaal. At
the same time, Pik Botha says Scuth Africa
and Mozambique may have joint patrols on
their border and even inside Mozambique.

If this happens, it would be as if the fox
and the hen were to agree on joint patrols
of the hen-hock.

PW Botha's tactics are so crude they
sometimes emibarass even his best friends.
Washington sometimes has to tick off
Pretoria and then Pik Botha thunders about
South Africa 'going it alone’.

Let no-one be fooled. Though there are
differences in how they operate, the
ultimate goal of the imperialists and their
regional policeman in Pretoria is the same.
This, as Schultz made very clear, is to pre-
vent a people’s revolution in South Africa.

It is the same aim that is behind Pretoria’s
aggression against the Front Line States.

RESPECT THE RIGHTS OF ALL NATIONS!




A CENTURY

OF BANDITRY

One hundred years ago an important event
took place in the history of colonialism and
imperialism in Africa. The 19th century
Scramble for Africa (as it was called) reach-
ed a climax in Berlin on 26th February,
1885. The gang of imperialist thieves from
Europe sat around a table, smoking their
cigars and drinking their cognac, and
divided up the whole of our continent
among themselves like a birthday cake.
Britain, France and Germany received 30%
of the cake and the remaining 20% of the
slices went to Belgium, Portugal and Spain.

Earlier, rich European explorers focus-
sed the attention of European capitalism on
aur continent. They were followed by mis-
sionaries who used biblical ideology to
divide African society, the mercenaries
who used force to rule and the merchants
who came in waves like vultures to feed off
the kill. The European capitalists ordered
their navies and armies into Africa to seize
the minerals below the ground and to ex-
ploit the soil and labour of the African
people.

As time went on more and more clashes
took place betwen the imperialist agents
of European capital in Africa. They made
many secret agreements and went in for
many conspiracies. They battled with one
another to get a bigger share of the oppor-
tunity to exploit the ten million square
miles of African soil and the total control
of the 100 million African people.

The Berlin Conference which ended in
1885 was an attempt to resolve the pro-
blems and conflicts of the European im-
perialists. 1t imposed a partition of Africa,
without consulting Africans. It was like a
meeting of the international mafia which
divides up the territory of criminal opera-
tions and appoints a Godfather to be the
boss of each territory. After this meeting
only Liberia and Ethiopia remained official-
ly independent of the seven imperialist
governments. Germany was ‘given’ Came-
roun, Tanzania and Namibia. The French
‘received’ most of North Africa and part of
Wegst Africa. The British became the masters
of West Africa and most of East, Central
and Southern Africa. Our racist state is one
of the legacies from the Berlin Conference.

But, as we know, the story did not begin
or end in 1885. The epic resistance of the

people of our continent from the Fish River
to the Nile, often facing modern guns with

spears in their hands, would fill many
volumes. Today, one hundred years after
the Berlin Conference. most of Africa has

achieved formal mdependence This was
made possible by the struggie and
sacrifice of the pesople themselves. It was
alsc made possible because of the new
world situation created by the victorious
workers’' socialist revolution in the Soviet
Union and the appearance of the woerld
socialist community.

The 1mperialists could no longer sit
around the table, whether in Berlin or
Washington, to divide up their stolen loot.
Struggling peoples In every part of the
world, including our continent of Africa,
could look to the socialist world in their
struggles to achieve and maintain their na-
tionai independence. In Algeria, Angola,
Mozambique, Zimbabwe and Guinea Bissau
the imperialists faced the AK and Papashai
istead of only the spear which ocur fore-
fathers were forced io use. And the story
is the same in the territories still fighting for
freedom and independence — MNamibia,
Western Sahara and our own South Africa.

Today, one hundred years after the
Berlin Conference, the face of Africa is dif-
ferent. But the ambitions of imperialism
have not changed. They continue to try to
find other ways through economic black-
mail, local puppets and collaborators and
the use of military threats to continue the
exploitation of our continent and its riches.
Wherever direct colonial rile has been
ended, they attempt to maintain control in-
directly through neo-colonialism. Their
best friends in Africa are those among the
people who want to use independencsa
and liberation to enable them to join forces
with imperialism in the exploitation of their
own people.

That is why we communists believe that
in the long run socialism and the ending of
exploitation of man by man is the only way
to achieve true national liberation and
sovereignty. That is why the struggle for
true independence and true national
liberation must everywhere be linked with
the stmiggle for social emancipation.

The People Shall Decide Their Qwn Futuref .
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