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BUILD THE NEW
MASS PARTY!

On July 29, 1990, all roads lead to the Soweto Rally. Let us assemble there
in our tens of thousands {o celebraie the rebirth of the South African
Communist Party as a legal organiscation.

Let us pay tribute to our people, whose organised power forced the regime to
legalise our Party. Let us, on this day, once again openly join hands for a future of
real freedom and democratic socialism.

Forty years ago owr Party was the first political orgomisation in our country to
be declared illegal. But we refused to bow down. ‘

We regrouped in the underground. Communists continued to be in the front
rank of struggle. No sacrifice was too much. More than 100 members lost their
lives on the gallows, in police cells and in battle with the enemy. Imprison-
ment, detention, banning cnd exile never stopped us from harmnmering away
at racism and exploitation.

Those years of dedication, sccrifice and struggle were yecrs when victory
seemed far away. Our working people and our fighting youth lecomt during
that dark period what communists are made of.

That is why our flag flies and our songs are sung wherever our people
assemble. That is why our Party and what it stands for are more popular today BUILD
than at any time in our 69-year history. mE

But there is another reason why our Party has won a big following. Millions of WORKERS

patriotic South Africans yecon for a way of life which puts people above
privcte profit. They have leamnt, through bitter experience, how theevil system VANG UARD

of racism has been built to serve capitalist greed.
* Continued on Page 2
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The good life of the few has been made possible
because of the exploitation of the cheap labour of

the many.

Those holding power are becoming more and more
puzzled about the growing strength of our Party and
the idecds of socialism. They were hoping that the set-
backs in Eoastern Europe would make our people
think again about their support for socialism.

But this is a false hope. Despite the failures in Eastern
Europe, we know that most of the socialist states
became 20th century pioneersof away of life which,
for the first time in history, began to address such
basic humaom rights as full employment, social secu-
rity, free medicdal care, free education, and so on.

It is clear that what fadled in Eastern Europe wos not
sociclism. What fadled there was a socialism dis-
torted by Stalinism. There cre mony important les-
sons to be lecant from this. These lessons are deepen-
ing our understanding of how to build our Party and
how to build socialism,

But the most important lesson is that no leadership

can afford to be separated from the people. There
can be no socialism without democracy.

Capitalism is not the answer

Our people know that capitalism is not the answer.
The grect majority of the ecrth’s population live in a
world domincted by capitalism. It is aworld of debt,
unemployment, declining living stcmdands, starva-
tion and epidermics. Itis a world in which the poverty
of the under-developed former colonies is the foun-
dation for the prosperity of the industrial north,

This is the systern which has failed humanity. Thisis
the system which has failed South Africa. This is the
systermn which has brought nothing but misery toowr
dominated people.

The humane ideas of socialism remain incontest-
able, Norational person can doubt that the freedom
of every individual can only be finally assured when
no person is alowed to live off the labour of another.
Thart is what socialism means. If the conditions for
real democracy are crecated, we are convinced that
we will move pecacefully towards socialisim,

Wereiterate our belief in political pluralism. Itis valid
now, for the transition period, and for a socialist
future.

* July 1985: The Party flag re-emerges at the
funeral of the Cradock Four, Goniwe, Calata,
Mkhonto and Mhlawuli

The SACP believes in freedom of speech, freedom of
the press and the right to full freedom of worship.

S

We reaffirn the leading role of the ANC in the
immedicte stnuggle for national liberation.

We believe that no mecningful liberation is possible
without a major redistnbution of wedalth cnd without
affirmnative social and economic progroarnmes.

A victory for South Africa

The public launch of our legal SACP on July 29 will
be a victory for the 40 yecos of dedication and
struggle by our Party militants. But it will also be a
victory for millions of South Africams, and perticu-
lcxrly working people and militcmt youth. It is they
who have stood by cur Party, rallied behind its flag
and struggled in wave upon wave of mass deficmce.

We believe that there are now real prospects for the
winning of power by the people of South Africaas a
whole, Whether this happens depends more than
anything on the politically mobilised working pecple
of our country., We call on them to intensify the
struggle on dll fronts. We cdll on them to swell the
ramks of our great Communist Party.

BUILD THE PARTY FOR DEMOCRATIC SOCIALISM!
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The Party and
the alliance

| The ANC-SACP-Cosatu cllicmce is the engine-room
| of our broad liberation struggle.In the new condi-
]I Hons this alliomce com be built into an even more
| powerful force.
| Butcan wereally setabout building amass SACP
at o time when much basic orgemisational work is
needed to build the legal ANC? Are we not over-
extending our resources? How maony militcmt work-
ers, youth cnd radical intellectuals cre going to join
the SACPinstead of the ANC? And what about union
work? Will it not suffer with key orgomisers and shop
stewcnds spending more timeon Peorty political work?
It is importcmnt to csk these questions. They repre-
sent real concems. In building the new mcass Pcoty
these questionsmust be held firrnly inmind. But, with
the comrect apprcach, these concems can be an-
swered.

A strong independent Party

In South Africa, a colonial-type national oppression
is deeply entwined with an advanced capitalist
| economy . With a politically conscious working class
of some &-million, both the objective conditions cnd
the working people themselves demand a strong.
independent Pcoty of the working class. At the same
ime, the most direct line of advance to socialism in
South Africa lies down the path of the national
democratic revolution. Any serious South African
socialist will wamnt to see a powerful ANC.

In our longstanding allicnce with the ANC, the
SACP has always taken the view that a sthong Party
sttengthens the ANC, and vice versa. Apart from
extremely rcoe cases, cll Pooty members cre o
present active ANC members. It is something the
Party actively encourages. In fact, the overwhelm-
ing majority of Party members are presently full-time
ANC cadres. As we build a new mcss Party this will
have to be dltered to some extent. The Pcoty will
have to deploy many more full-imers in its owmn
right. Mcmy more activists will have to set their Party
work s their first political priority.

But in the interests of the Party itself, and of the
wholedllionce, acorrect strategic balance will have
to be maintcaned. For the mngjority of rnembers of the
new mass SACP their main Party work willtemain in
the ANC, or in the trade unions, or in their youth,
civic and other mass democratic sectors. For a
Communist Pcoty to be strong and dynamic it can-
not be wrapped up in itself. It must be in daly
contact with the working people. And how better

ANC-SACP-Cosatu:
The basic principles

of our alliance

= While developing joint actions and a
common perspective, the independence of
each organisation must be respected and
protected. One organisation that becomes a
rubber-stamp for another weakens the entire
alliance.

= The alliance is not a talk-shop, it must be
rooted in action.

» The alliance must not be confined to
committees at the top; it must also find
expression in thousands of local joint
committees on the ground.

them for the great majority of its militcmits to be deeply
involved in broad, popular structures of all kinds?

Our cim is to build a large Porty of quality, in
which cadre development is given prime attention.
The Party bramch should be a place in which Party
members cre able to deepen their revolutioncry
understanding and discipline. If we begin to suc-
ceed in this, then Comrmunists — whose mcdn work
is in other orgamisations — should enrich these frater-
nal struchares. They should do this through their
discipline, poliical maturity emd heod work.

But this confribution will only be possible on cne
very important condition: Party members in ANC
branches, in the trade unions, and in other fraternal
formations must understand very clearly that they
are under the discipline of these crganisations, and
must be fully accountable to their internal demo-
cratic processes.

-

LONG LIVE OUR FIGHTING ALLIANCE!
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Umsebenzi: Will the new mass SACP be disclosing
all its members?

Joe Slovo: Well, before 1950 we didn't have a single
secretimernber. Secrecy W mposed upcn uswhen
we were outlaowed. Before that, all communists,
including those in the ANC leadership, cpenly and
proudly acknowledged their affiliction to the Peaty.
And this is the way we see our future. We have not
been, and donot intend to be, a Broederbond within
the ANC or cny other organisation. But we cre not,
for the moment, dismantling cur underground until
itis clear that the process of democratiscrtion in South
Africa has become irreversible,

And what about Party members on the NEC of the
ANC? The commercidg! press is constantly speculat-
ing about this.

On July 29 we will announce our national, intemally
based, interim leadership group. It will include
communists who are also on the NEC of the ANC.

The reason for speculation about communist NEC
members is the allegation that the SACP manipu-
lates the ANC...

It's simply an insult to non-communist leaders of the
calibre of Luthuli, Taombo and Mandela to imagine
that they would have such close and wanm associa-
tion with our Party if we had a history of domincrtion
arid mamipulation of the ANC, It's a pity that some
serious opinion-formers can't rise above the a comic
book version of the Red under the Bed.

By your own admission the SACP was in the past not
entirely free of serious Stalinist deviations. But has
the Party really changed now? After all, it was not
so very long ago that the SACP was supporting
Soviet invasions of Czechoslovakia and Afghani-
stan.

Perhaps the last Stalinist bastion to fall in our Party
wars our slavish support of all Soviet foreign policy
decisions. For momy in our Pooty, support for Soviet
intervention in Hungary, Czecheslovakia and Af-
ghanisten wasareflex -it was not based on any kind
of knowledge or analysis of dll the facts, It is now
clecar to me that the 1968 intervention in Czechoslo-
vakia put pad to a serious aitempt o create a
democratic form of socialism. It has led in a straight
line to the anti-socialist hysteria which is now ram-
pamnt in Crechoslovokia.

Sceptics will say that all of this is just a different
version of the same old SACP position. Gorbachev
has criticised these aspects of Soviet foreign policy.
And now, true to form, the SACP is tailing once more

Nobody’s Broederbond

SACP general secretary Joe Slovo

cnswers some burning questions on the
building of ihe new Party

behind the master in the Kremlin.

Onmany impoertant questions Gorbachew has tadled
behind us! I'm thinking in particular of the relation-
ship between the Party and mass democratic or-
ganisations. In this respect, the decades-long theory
and practice of the SACP in regard to the ANC is
without parallel.

Are there divisions within the SACP in regard to
perestroika and glasnost?

There cre comrades who find it more difficult thom
others to shed the baggage of the past. But I'm
certain that the completely dominant tendency is
away from Stalinism. In some areas debate contin-
ues. We will not dedal with those who disagree with
the new thinking by silencing them using burecu-
cratic means.

Are there any differences between the ANC and the
SACP?1f not, why have two separate organisations?
First let’s take the things we heave in common. There |
are no besic differences on the immediate objectives
to end racism and to replace it with a non-racial,
united, democratic South Africa. We agree too that
there is room con the side of the liberation line-up for
cll who support real democracy, inespective of class
background or ideclogy. And we agree that the
ANC stands ot the head of such an allicomce.,

But there cre what I would cdll non-hostile, non-
antagonistic and non-competitive differences. We
try to represent the basic interests of the working
cless so thatit'srole in the alliomce isnot swamped by
otherforces. And, of course, we stand for the ulimate
creation of a socialist South Africa. We believe thert
these socialist perspectives must be propagated now.

But do you anticipate serious differences in future
between the SACP and the ANC?

The question is too speculative. But if differences do
arise | am confident that they will be resolved in a
spirit of togethemess.

How does the Party see g post-apartheid economy?
Our policy is informed, in the first place, by owr
concept of liberation. Liberation, if it is to be mecm-
ingful, means the winning of political power by the
majority for the immediate purpose of redressing the

REDISTRIBUTE WEALTH!
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« Slovo: My understanding of insurrection
is exactly the kind of thing De Klerk
welcomed in Europe - "an irresistible tide
towards freedom".

social, culharal omd economic imbalamces between
the races. This, among other things, involves a state-
led policy for ensuring a process of redistributing
wedlth, incomes and increcsing participation by
producers at plant level. People must be put above
profit. I emphasise process because the economy
the day after liberation is the scrne as the day before.
It comnot be changed by edict.

It is also crucial to remember that change without
growth may satisty emotions, but not stomachs. But

equally, growth without changeis irrelevant to most
people. We support amixed economy with arole for
private domestic and foreign capital. These forces,
as we are painfully awcre, are not charities and
rnust obviously have material incentives.

In the rural areas, we want to unleash the initiative
and creativity of millions of pecasants by giving them
land. But the supporters of private property say this
is theft and heresy...

Where does the Party stand on the question of
nationaliscation?

We debated this concept and left the word out of our
1989 Party programme. It lacks precision and leads
to distortion. Insofar as it expresses the need for state
intervention in the direction of a more equitable
distribution of wedalth, it hos merit in relation to
specific sectors. But insofar as it creates the illusion
that the mere transfer of legal ownership or control
from a board of directors to a bocrd of burecucrats
will advance the economy, it is counterproductive.

The SACPisinvolved in a tripartite alliance with the
ANC and Cosatu. What is your approach to organi-
sations like PAC, Nactu and the newly formed
Wosa?

An dllicnce is based on a common platform. We do
not have a common platform with the PAC, Nactu,
etc. But let us compete for a following by cCivilised
ideclogical debate, and let our constituency decide.
A big obstacle at the moment to cny closer collabo-
ration with some of these forces is that they aredoing
the kind of thing that gives politics abad name. They
cre playing with the emotions, and even the lives of
people, to score political points against their com-
petitors. lam thinking specifically of their attempits to
stir up confusion cround the present talks between
the ANC and the regime. But our people cre more
mature than these crganisations think, You can see
this frorn the pathetic tum-out for their so-called mass
rallies this past June 16.

The final chapter of the Party's programme sees
insurrection as the most probable means for demo-
cratic change in South Africa. How valid is this
perspective in July 19907

The substance of the programme’s anal ysis rermdins
valid. But some of the formulations need cnother
look in the light of new developments since 1989
when the programme was adopted. The winning of
power remcins the key objective and if avenues are
closed for winningitby peaceful, democratic meams,
then insurrection is both morally cnd politically
justified. That is why we do not see a contflict be-
tween negotiations and struggle. But in any case,
my understanding of insurrection is exactly the kind
of thing De Klerk welcomed in Eastern Europe - ‘an
irresistible tide towcards freedorn”.

LAND TO THE PEOPLE!
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The orgomiscrtion of the SACP has been bosed on

| Lenin’s principle of democratic centralism.

Democratic - becoause Party members herve had
the right to the moaxirmmurm opportunity permitted by
conditions to take paot in the formulation of Party
policy. And they have had the right (again within
the limitcrions imposed by conditions) to participate
in the election of all the higher crgoms.

Ceniralism - beccuse the Porty has not seen itself
cs a debating society. Once decisions are taken by
the higher organs of the Party, they are absolutely
binding on dll lower orgoms and individudal mem-
bers.

We are firmly convinced that it is this combinga-
tion of democratic participation and strong organ-
isciional discipline that has made the Party what it
is today. It is a force fecmed by the regime cnd the
bosses, and respected by millions of working people.
It is am orgamnisation that has been carrying the fight
totheenemy for 69 yeans. It has weathered encormous
difficulties - some caused by our own errors, rost the
result of constemit attacks by the class enemy and its
apartheid state.

But is democratic centralism really valid in the
new conditions? The answer is YES - provided we
adjust its application to meet the new challenges.
For the past 40 yvecns the SACP has had to operate as
an underground force. The survival of our under-
ground cormrades and therefore the survival of our

| structures has been a prime concem.

Unfortuncrtely, the demaomds of the underground
horve always placed many limitations on the possi-
biliies for full democratic invelvement. The basic
Party structure has been the secret unit of three or
four comrades. All major Panty stategic options
have always been sent for discussion, commentand
criticism to these units. For instcmce, the draft of the
Party’'s new prograrmmme, "The Path to Power”, was

Party democracy

circulated throughout our ramks many months be-
fore Congress, often ot great risk. Units submitted
over a thouscmd criicisms which were debated and
discussed at the 7th Party Congress.

But there have been major imitations. Apart from
clondestine Congresses with elected delegates, the
need forsecrecy hos, until now, virtually niled out all
other broader Party forumns for debate and discus-
sicni. The same secwrity considerations hove made
necessary a complex system of secret elections for
the Central Commitiee. The identity of CC members
has, until now, remaned a secret, even to the
Congress that elects them. The identity of under-
ground regional and district committees has also
been sacret, ond they have not been elected.

For the mgjority of Party members the only known
communists have been their own twoor three fellow
unit comrades, and the two or three publicly ac-
knowledged SACP leaders. It is this secrecy that has
enabled intemal Party structures fo survive, Without
it, the Party would have faled in its most basic
political tasks. But a price has had to be paid.

In the new situation amuch wider and fuller inner
Perty democracy will become possible. Once wecre
beyend the first phase of lounching cand initial or-
gamisation, we must work to ensure that every level
of leadership from the local brcanch upweonds is
elected. The Party needs to ensuwre that a lively
culhuwre of poliical debate and discussion flourishes
within its ranks, and that forums to help this are
established.

Imner Pooty democracy must clso be supple-
mented by the Party making itself publicly account-
able, especiclly toits broader working class constitu-
ency. This means, anong other things, that the Paorty
must continuously consult with fratemal organisa-
tionsand massstructures atall levels, Itmustbeopen
to the needs and criticisrs of the working people of
our country.

Thenew conditions present possibilities for greatly
enriching Pcoty democracy. But we must not sacri-
fice the positive feahures that we have builtup in our
Party — unity, discipline and revolutioncary effec-
tveness. A Communist Pcoty that is serious about
leading the working class to socialism cannot allow
itself to become a debating scciety. A workers'
vengucrd, worthy of the name, is not a bourgeois
parlicentary party . It is not an alliomee of wanring
factions stitched together through decils, cnd whose
mass membership is just so much porliconentory
voting fodder.

Let us build a democratic Party. But let us also
build cm effective Party, a powerful wegpon in the
homds of the working people of our country.

DEFEND THE WORKING CLASS!
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of South Africa

When the regime bcnned the Communist Pooty of
Scouth Africa in 1950, it thought it had heard the last
of communism in owr country. [t thought it was
bomning a foreign ideology. Nothing could have
been further from the truth.

For 69 yecns the Party has been actively engaged
in the working class and liberation struggles. For 69
yecrs we have been carrying the struggle to the en-
emy. Many Communists have paid the supreme
price for their commitment
» Fisher and Spendiff, revolutionary white workers,
gunned down by Smuts’ troops in the 1922 Rand Re-
volt,

» Johcmnes Nkosi, murdered by the police in 1930
while burning his pass,

» Vuyisile Mini, worker, poet and Communist,
hanged on the gallows in Pretoria in 1964,

» Alpheus Maliba, peasant and journalist, and
Ahmed Timol, school teacher, tortured to death in
police cells,

» Joe Gaabi and Ruth First, assassinated in exile,

» Petros Linda Jobane (the "Lion of Chiawelo™) be-
sieged in Soweto, fought to his last bullet.

These and many more, our Communist mortyrs,
have dyed the Pooty flag the deepest red with thelnr
blood. The colour of our flag is not just a colour. It has
been eamedin the trenches, down 69 yeaosof active
struggle.

Through their dedication, our Pooty militomits have
picneered stong and lasting traditions. The Party

has never been the sole property of its activists. Our
Pcoty, ifs ideas, its strategy and its orgomisational
traditions have come to belong to the working pecple
of our country in their millions. These cre some of the
traditions pioneered by our Paaty:
* Non-racialism - today non-racialism is one of the
most basic crganisational principles of all progres-
sive formations. It was our Peoty that pioneered this
principle. In fact, for nearly 40 yecars after its forma-
tion the Communist Party was the ONLY non-racicl
political orgcmiscrtion in our country.
» One person one vote in a unitary South Africa -
decades before the ANC and other orgomiscrtions
took up this demand, the Party populcrised the call
for democratic, majority ruleas acentral dememd in
the first stage of struggle towands socialism.
» Industrial trade unionism - for four-and-a-halidec-
ades, up until the mid-1960s, Communists were
virtually (although not completely) alone in build-
ing militemt, well-organised industricl frade unions.
But perhaps the Party’s greatest historical contri-
bution, as the first Morxast-Leninist Paoty on the
African continent, has been to root, develop and
popularise the liberating ideas of scientific socialisrm
within our country. As the Party goes forwand in the
new conditions this is a major tradition on which to
build. Let us continue to forge a Communist tradition
in our country - one which is internationalist in
outlook, but one which is deeply South African in
chanacter,

HONOUR TO OUR MARTYRS!
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1921 1922 1928

Launch of the Communist Party THE RAND REVOLT At first, membersh
of South Africa — the first The most militant white is largely white.
Marxist-Leninist party in Africa workers’ strike is Now the Party
e | anti-boss and ... anti-black actively ‘African-
d | workers! ises’, and outstan
, The CPSA needs to shift its aries join the rank
NS % " I : base the CPSA’s 1 750
lvon Jones SP Bunting Bill Andrews . _
The CPSA emerges from
ravalhonary socl ol s ccive | 924 Africanisation of the Party begins

among white workers

1941- mid-40s

During the war years, Communis
like Dora Tamana build strong

The late
1930s

While it must
not lose its

. international
A non-sectarian allegiance, the CPSA branches in the townships
leadership Party must be of the Cape, the East Rand,
emerges hsfumm. - Durban etc. Communists play
around oaly: theorstieally ¥ leading roles in building the Con:
Moses Kotane but in reality q movement, and
doctors Yusuf Dadoo

and MP Naicker
transform the
Transvaal and Natal |
Indian Congresses  Dora Tamane
into mass revolutionary organise

... and Party members like Ray Alexander do
pioneering trade union work

A brief history of

the South African
Communist Party




-~ 1929 The early 30s
il BLACK REPUBLIC THESIS: FACTIONALISM
= For the first time, the The Communist
R CPSA develops a clear International also has
strategic line, with the negative effects:
ing black revolution- assistance of the Growing dogmatism in
By 1928, 1 600 of Communist International: Stalin’s Moscow
embers are black ‘In South Africa the influences the CPSA, and
most direct line of factionalism within the
advance to socialism runs Party leads to the
through the mass struggle expulsion of veterans
for majority rule.’ like SP Bunting

e bt
gyt e

1946

BLACK
MINEWORKERS
STRIKE

100 000 miners
strike against the
Chamber of

Mines. The strike
is led by African
Mineworkers
Union president
JB Marks, a long-
standing Party

1961

LAUNCH OF ARMED
STRUGGLE: On December 16,
the ANC and SACP jointly
launch Umkhonto we Sizwe

o
R

1950

CPSA BANNED: In 1948 the racist National
Party comes to power, with the CPSA as
its most unswerving opponent. In 1950,
the Party is banned

1953

SACP LAUNCHED: South
African Communists regroup
— and a new underground
Party is launched

1962

‘ROAD TO SOUTH AFRICAN
FREEDOM’: At an underground
conference, the SACP adopts a

new programme

At the SACP’s underground
igh command of MK is captured

The mid-60s

YEARS OF REPRESSION: Hundreds of communists are
jailed; some, like Vuyisile Mini, are sent to the gallows




1970 1971 e

AUGMENTED CENTRAL INTERNAL RECONSTRUCTION: :. = -«
COMMITTEE: At a landmark The Party rebuilds its oo e,
Central Commitiee meeting the clandestine structure. R T S S e
' SACP reviews nine years of inkululeko appears — a e e R e

armed struggle voice from the undergound. © = o TR

: - Armed '::_:""

1973 into the 80s "
YEARS OF MASS MOBILISATION AND
ORGANISATION: Workers strikes and mass
uprisings; MK scores major armed propaganda
successes.

struggle
without mass

mobilisation and
organisation
will lead
nowhere

1986

65th PARTY ANNIVERSARY:
Inspired by the growth of a
powerful trade union movement
— and by the growing popularity
of socialism — the SACP

reasserts a more independent
profile CﬂSATU

UMSEBENZI

First issue of Umsebenzi published

1989

7th PARTY CONGRESS: A new
Party programme is adopted

The prospects
of achieving a
revolutionary

breakthrough
in South Africa

ter tod
than ever before /S ¥ ML

_ 2 SELITH AFRICAN
in our history

COMMUMIST PARTY COMGRESS

July 29, 1990 P

FORWARD
TO A

SACP is unbanned NEW BUILD

- em_:iing 40 years | wgﬂHERS
of existence as an MASS PARTY! VANGUARD
organisation
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A vanguard party
or a mass party?

since its formation 69 years ago the Communist
Pcoty in South Africa has set itself the task of being a
vangucad pcaty of the working class, But now, with
the Porty's unbomning, and with a potenticd mem-
bership larger them ever before, should the SACP not
change from a vanguard to a mass party?

This is a question being asked cpuite widely in the
ramks of our Party and in fratermnal orgamisations. We
believe the question is based on a wrong assump-
tion. It 15 wrong to cutomatically counterpose @
vonguard role with a relatively large membership.
A vanguord porty and a mass ponty cre not neces-
sarily opposite things.

Within the broad Comrmunist movermnent there is
a long tradition of debate around the idedl nature,
structure, size cnd role of a workers' party. In 19202
Lenin published his classical work on the topic,
"Whet Is to Be done?”,

Two tendencies

Lenin was frustrated with the highly factonalised
Russicam socialist circles of the time, Hewas frustrated
with the two tendencies common among these circles.
They tended either {0 become talk-shops, or they
engaged in heroic but amateurish actions. In the
face of a vicious Tsarist secret police he called for a
Pcaty of anew type. It was to be a vemgucard force of
the most fried and tested revolutionaries. It wes toact
with strict centralised discipline and unity of pur-
pose,

In Lenin's words :"The party is the poliically
conscious, advanced section of the class, it is its
vangucrd. The strength of that vanguand is ten
tmes, ahundred imes, more than a hundred times,
greater thom its numbers ... Organisation increcases
strength tenfold.” Not all revolutioncries agreed with
this perspective. The outstanding Polish-Germnan
revolutionary, RosaLuxemburg, argued that Lenin's
approach underestimated the creativity of the
IMICISSES.

After the 1905 experience of spontomeously-
formed local orgems of people’s power (the soviets),
Lenin himself adjusted some of the ideas in "What Is
to Be Done?”. Without abandoning the oall for a
vangucrd party of quality, Lenin now argued more
forcefully that the vangucrd did notlead the masses
from on high. In crder to lead, the party had to be
among the masses; it had to leamn constantily from
them.

But where does dll this leave us in the new

situation in our own country? The first pointis that the
best organisational approach to building a working
class pooty orgomisation is not an absbhract metter.
There cre some general rules caond experiences theat
can be applied. But in the end what is crucial are the
actual conditions prevailing at a specific time and
place. Party organisation is not an end in itself. The
Party is am instrument of working class struggle, amd
its specific crgomisational character must be setby a
socialist strategy that is right for the concrete condi-
tions.

In approaching the question of party building in
South Africanow, there creawhole number of issues
that must be welghed up. These include:

» the national democratic revolution remecins the
most direct line of advance to socialism in South
African conditions,

» the ANC is a long-stonding revolutionary ally of
the SACP. The mgjor organisational task at present
for all revolutionaries - communist and non-commu-
niist- is the building of a massive ANC, whose class
composiion and perspectves continue to be domi-
ncrted by the working class,

» the existence of powerful mass democratic forma-
tions, and particularly trade unions, with a tradition
of combining broad front struggles with organisa-
tonal independence,

» anumerically large industrial proletariat -the larg-
est in Africa. It is a polificised working class, which
needs (cmd indeed demaomnds) its own independent

class party,
s the mass popularity of socialism in cur country.

The need for balance

When dll these factors are weighed up againsteach
other, we believe that the correct approach to paoty
building ot present is to balance a relatively large
membership with quality.

The party must strive tobe avangucrd force of the
working class, representing its immedicte cmd longer-
term interests. To do this the Party, more tham any of
its allies, needs to place great stress on internal Paorty
cadre development.

But o the scome ime there is simply no way that
the Party can represent the working class adequately,
or do justice to the expectations of South Africem
sociclists, without becoming relatively large. The
SACP must not become a small left oppositionist
voice. It must be ameass force thart remains central to
the whole libercttion drive.

——

LONG LIVE MARXISM!
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Underground Puriy conference

The Party recently held an underground national
consultative conference, drawing together mem-
bers of our underground structures in the magjor
industrial areas of the country.

It brought together the practical experience of
comrades currently engaged in the orgamisation of
trade unions, wormen, youth and civics, and those
involved in the re-establishment of the legal ANC,
With cn average age of just under 40, the partici-
pants spanned every living generation of struggle.

The focus of the conference was the building of
the legal SACP. Papers were presented on:

» The challenges we face,

» What type of Party should emerge,

» The context within which the Pcorty emerges,

» The tripartite allionce,

» The participation of women workers, and

» A consideration of the present relevance of the
Farty programme, "The Path to Power”.

The conference drew up an extensive set of reso-
lutions and recommendations which formed the
besis on which the Central Commiittee reached ifs
decisions on the lounch and character of the new,
legal SACP.

WE SALUTE OUR UNDERGROUND MILITANTS!
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At the recent underground SACP Consultative
Conference, comrades discussed the participation
of women workers in the Party. An underground
SACP member who is also a COSATU activist
presented a paper on this topic. Here are some
extracts.

Comrades, we urgently need to work out ways
‘ of getting women workers to assert themselves
actively within our crganisatons.

In the first place, we need to redlise the issue must
be addressed by both women and men. Too coften
we regard the organisation of women as a problem
for wormnen activists, In this way the mcjority of owr
activists (who are male) are excused from giving
any serious organisational attention to this area.

We need to develop, as a Party, education pro-
grammes cround the women's question, with par-
icular attention to women workers. Without skills
raning and developing confidence, wornen will
| always be severely disadvantaged. But agan we
rmust not think of education around the women's
issue as solely targetted at women. Men alsoneedto
lecon about the roots and ongoing coauses of women's
oppression. These education prograrmmes should be
jointly plenned and implemented by women and
INen.

In Cosatu the orgamisation of women workers is
not yet systematic, but there is some progress. It is
now the norm to put questions relating to women
workers on the table when negotiating with the
bosses. This has led to some real shop-floor victories.

Orgcmlsmg women workers

But the way these victories are being won needs to
be examined. There is a tendency for the women
workers not to be involved at dll in the process. They
do not feel it is their issue, and the victories meam 50
rmuch less. The struggle becomes legalistic, and not
mass-based. Victories are won on behalf of the
constituency, and not by the constituency.
Organising women workers into the Party pres-
ents some real challenges. I, in building the new
legal Party, we put emphasis on quality end activ-
isrn, we might find we unintentiondlly exclude
women workers in large numbers. [t is not easy fora
womem worker to be a political activist,. With her
factory work, her family obligations, cnd often with
her sense of infericrity, awoman worker hasenormnous
hurdles to overcome. The Party will need to be
extremely sensitive to @ whole remge of issues - some
of them basic things like the time of Party meetings.

Full-time women's organisers

We should strongly consider employing Party
cadres to do full-ime work among women workers.
The SACF needs to be in the vangucord on this issue.
We need to formulate a clecr code of conduct for
Party members addressing issues of morality and
sexistn. We need to insist on exemplary conduct
from Pooty members. In building Party struchures we
need to pay particular attention to the inclusion of
women, but this must be done without tokenism. It's
not just a question of women workers taking up
leadership positions - they must assert leader-
ship.

ONE PERSON ONE VOTE!
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The Party and religion

One of the most common allegations made
by the regime against owr Party is that we
cne opposed 1o freedormn of worship.

This is simply not true. Our Pooty stands
for complete freedom of religion in a secu-
lar state. Believers are welcome to join our
Pcoty. Indeed, there are dalready coura-
geous religious pecple in our underground
Party ranks.

In South Africem conditions we commu-
nists feel that we cre closer to the moral
ccntent of Christiom, Muslim, Hindu and
Jewish teaching than memny an apartheid
' dominee.

It is true, however, that in the past some
communists have adopted an intclerant

and dogmcdic, anbi-relicious attitude,

Abuse of religion

We need to look at the recsons for this intol-
erance. In South Africa, cnd in the rest of the
world, the ruling classes use religion to en-
courage passivity among the oppressed
messes. Like an ideclogical tot system, the
oppressors pour outreligion toencouragein
the toilers aresigned acceptance of their 1ot
in life.

In apcrtheid South Africa, a brand of
Christicmity wes even declared the state re-
ligion amd used to justify racism.

It wos agadnst this kind of background
that many communists and other progres-
sives developed a deep dislike for religion.
But this was always a one-sided picture,

The world's major religions were bom
and nurtured among the populcr masses,
They all contain a sttong moral core of progressive,
even revolutioncory, views - a sense of communal-
istn, of solidarity among the poor and suffering, of
moral outrage at decadence and ill-begotten pn-
vate wealth.

A powerful force

In our country, religion is a powerful social force.
Millions of South Africans, including very maony
black workers, subscribe to various religious beliefs.
Our national liberation struggle has along tradition
of ncn-believers and believers fighting shoulder to
shoulder in the common ccause.

Many leading religious figures — among them
Archbishop Trevor Huddleston, Father srnangaliso
Mkhatshwa, Sister Bernard Noube, Molvi Cachalia
cnd Beyers Naudé — have played an outstending
10le in our struggle.

In recent years there hes been cfurther impor tomit

development. With the advance of our liberation
struggie, and other similcr struggles world-wide,
progressive Christicms, Muslims, Hindus, Jews, and
others have begun to make a systematic effort to
give their religious doctrines a thoroughly liberatory
character.

The 1declogy of the SACP is based on scientific
materialism. We make no apologies for this, Under-
standing historical changes, the ccuses of oppres-
sion and exploitation, and how to overcome thess
scourges, requires a scientific approach. Political
practice is wedakened without continudlly develop-
ing a concrete understanding of actual, material
conditions. We believe that invoking forces beyond
the material world is not helpful to a clear, political
understanding.

But there is absolutely no reason why a believer
cannot accept every word of our programme, join
the Party and actively participate in Paoty work.

BUILD THE SOUTH AFRICAN NATION!
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FW tries to move
the goal-posts

The lcunch of the new, legal SACP comes at a very
specific moment in the South African situction. To
build a strong Pooty, we need to understand the
ground on which we cre building. Cne key feature
of the present moment is the fact that the apartheid
regime is trying to conduct aretreat - but a strategic
retrect,

The hammering it got at Cuito Cucmavale, years
of mcss struggle at home, and decades of intema-
tional isclation - all of these have made it impossible
for the regime to continue in the old way.

Now it wamts to move back, but in its own time
and in its own way. The present situation is one in
which beth the liberation forces and the regime are
locked in an intense struggle to seize the stategic
initiative.

We have amassed enough power to force the
regime to talk. But we have not yet built sufficient
power to gucoantee thot any eventual negotiations
will result in the tramsfer of real power to the people
a whole, This remains o key task for the months
cnd yecars ahead.

While the enforced retreat of the regime is cause
for some rejoicing, we must not get carried away.
There are many examples in history of well-con-
ducted retreats that coe turned into victories, in the
end, for those who are retreating. De Klerk ismaking
real concessions. But only so as to better safeguanrd
those key areas (ike control over the economy)
where he has no plan of moving ot all.

De Klerk's retrectt has the strategic aim of demoli-
lising and disorganising the broad anti-apartheid
front of forces, both in South Africa end internation-
ally. To achieve this he is trying to move the godl-
posts.

Listening to De Klerk cnd his spokesmen you
would think apcrtheid is a thing of the past. You
would think that we aready have a fully-fledged
non-racial and united South Africa. (Have the ban-
tustans disappecred?) Democracy is here, we cre
told. (Oh yes? So does everyone have an equal vote
for a single parlicment?) Then there is the small
matter of the social ond econormic impact of centu-
ries of national oppression. (Are we supposed not to
notice that a small band of white monopolists still
owns cnd controls two-thirds of our economy?)

According to De Klerk, thanks to this miraculous
disappearance of racial oppression, the struggle
today is no longer between national liberation and
apcrtheid. That is "a thing of the past”. The real

struggle now is between "socialism (he calls it an
outmoded system that hasn't worked anywhere)
and the free market”.

This is what we mean by moving the goal-posts.
Three-quarters of the way through amatch that he's
losing, De Klerk wants us to start playing in a totally
different direction.

This attempt to move godal-posts presents a very
special challenge to the emerging SACP, and to all
socialists cmd working class militants in our country.
Let us actively propagate socialism, let us attack De
Klerk's beloved but bankrnpt “free market” system.
But let us not fall into De Klerk's trap. He wants to
isolate us as a small left opposition force, both inter-
nctionally and at home.

Sohow dowerespond to this challenge? Our own
cffensive strateqgy remains the best defence against
this monosuvre:

» Let us build the triple alliance into a still meore
powerful and unbreckable force.

* Let us widen the ant-apartheid front within our
country, and intermnationally.

» Let us ensure that socialism remains a major Cur-
rent within the national liberation front, not an iso-
lcted voice.

» Let us build a lage, well organised Cormrmunist
Party - bed-rock of socialist ideclogy, vanguanrd of
the working class.

FORWARD TO A CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY!
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BUILD THE PARTY FOR DEMOCRATIC SOCIALISM!

SACP RALLY
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