INTERVIEW

Hidipo Hamutenya has been a militant
with SM APO since 1961, Now at the age of
39, he sits on SW.APQ’s central commitiee
and executive. He lives in Lusaka, Zambia
and teaches history and politics (o SWAPO
cadres at the Institute for Namibia.

Hamutenva was a member of SWAPOs
delegation 1o the most recent round of
“proximiry’ talks on Namibia in March.
White in New York, he spoke with
Southern Africa abour current
developments inside Namibia and the pros-
pects for the furure as SHWAPQO sees them.

Recent months have seen con-
siderable reporting on the Namibian
diplomatic process, but there has been
little or no news about the war there.
What's happening on the ground inside
Namibia?

There has in fact been an intensification
of guerrilla activities. The South African
government itself has of late adopied the
tactic of not reporting what has actually
happened, except when it happens on such
a large scale (hat it is impossible to cover it
up. They only report when they fect obliged
to justify some of their own activities, such
a~ going into Angola or Zambia, ostensibly
to strike al SWAPQ hases.

But i1z general the intensity of guerrilia
activity has been pretty high in recent
months.

What types of activities has SWAPO
been engaging in? Are there attacks on
South Atrican outposts, or are there ac-
tions in the cities as well?

There are both, There has been an ongo-
ing penetration by our unils into the coun-
try, and they have been eneaging South
African troops in their own camps and on
patrol duty. There has also been contucl
with the people and underground work at
an organizational level which has reached
far into 1the 1owns.

The South Africans have been admiting
that a lot of sabotage—blowing up bridges
and raitlways—has been going on in the

SWAPO Ready to
Continue the Struggle

South Africa is seeking a way out of allowing free, UN supervised
elections in Namibia. Recognizing this, SWAPO is preparing
for a protracted people’s war of liberation.

Windhoek and Swakopmund areas, some
500 miles away from the border with
Angola. This gives proof that guerrillas are
deep inside the country and gives the lie to
the nonsense that SWAPO only has bases In
Zambia and Angola. The truth of the mat-
ler is thal there are many umis active deep
inside the country.

The South Africans recenthy announced
that they found a depot of arms, explosives,
and weapons in three different farms in the
Keetmanshoop vicinmity, some 100 miles
south of the Angoian border.

The South Africans say that their
defense forces have been keeping a
low nprofile in Namibia in receni
months, and they have blamed all the
violence on SWAPQ. Have they been
keeping a 1ow profile?

Of course, they don’t keep a low profile.
They ure constamly tooking for SWAPQ.
They are terorizing the lacal poputation.
They are engaged in border patrols. Thev
are torturing people, trying 1o find cut the
whereabouts of SWAPO guerrillas. They
are very busy,

Many more troops have, in lact, been .

brought n recentlyv. It seems that the South
Africans had decided that in case there was
a chance (o implement the UN plan or 1o
come to a ceasefire agreenmient, they wanted
1o have the upper hand on the eve of the
signing of the agreement. So they have been
pouring in troops and tanks throughout
Namibia, and in particular in the northern
paris.

How many troops do the South
Africans have there now?

Previously, the estimate was 51000, Now
the number is closer 1o 65,000, 4o increase
of mare than 10,000 men in uniform.

How can this be reconciled with the
terms of the UN plan which calls for a
withdrawal of South African troops?
There is a contradiction here. The South
Africans are worried, and wiongly o, thal
SWAPQ will throw thousands of armed

men nto the country, and they are trving to
prevent that from happening.

This is wrong becauswe our people are
already inside the countev. It's a waste of
time and effort for them to pretend that it is
now that thev can block off the penetration
of our forces into Namibia.

We are saving: let the ceasefire be an-
nounced and the world will know. We will
be able (0 call our units to regroup inside
MNamibia at the time of the ceasefire. They
will be able 1o see with their awn eyes thar
our forves are there mside the country.

What effect has this long period of
negotiations —a year to agree to a plan
and now almosi a year to implement
it—had on SWAPOQO's struggle inside
Namibia?

AL a political level, many of our cadres
have been arrested and detained to
neutralize and weaken SWAPOQ just in case
an election comes. Bur as they arrested our
cadres who are eorganizing more or less
publicly, there were many more under-
ground activitics going on, organized main-
Iv by PLAN, SWAPQ's Peoples Liberation
Army of Namibia.

If the South Africans finally decide 1o go
against 1the UN plan, we know they wilt
round up all our people who are publicly
active. Suowe have organized alternate lines
af mobilization through our underground
network,

We are pretty certain thal whatever they
do—cven if the plan fails—we will be able
to function in our underground organiza-
Lipn.

If the UN plan succeeds SWAPO will
have to surface a complete political
organization inside Namibia to par
ticipate in the elections. 1s SWAPQC's
political structure in good shape? Can
it mount an effective campaign?

We are absolutely certain of thar. We
belicve that we not only have the organiza-
tional structure but also the relevant
political platform to win the election. We
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think that we are the only organization
which will nuat be ashamed 1o adma that we
intend 1o seize the resources of Namibig
and pul (hose resourees at the service of the
working people of Namibia.

We owiil not compromise on that. We
have not made any deal with the ruling
swstem. We think the people of Namibia
will see who is talking i their inlerest.
Medical, housing, whatever prablems must
be solved immediately—we fee) we are the
only organization which has a clear pro-
gram.

The past year has seen many confus-
ing events in Namibia—constant
negotiations, the December internal
elections, the formation of other
political groups. What's been the reac-
tion of the ordinary Namibian?

Ordinary Namibians know one thing:
they have lived under South Atncan rule,
They understand or at least Teet the unoma-
Iy of being dominated by South Atrica.
And they alse understand the position of
the groups sponsored, organized and main-
tained by South Africa. They arc clear on
that.

We think that onee the doors are wide
open for us 1o state clearly and catcgorically
our position and tell the Namihian peopie
what we are prepared o do for them 1o gain
control over the cconamic lile of our
sovietv—in lerms of  dispossessing  the
forces of the mulunational corporations
contralling the cconomic life of our socicty,
in terms of improving the cducational,
medical, cultural  facibities ol our
suciety—we are very confident that the peo-
ple witl choose us over anvbody else.

What happens if South Africa doesn't
accept the UN plan and proceeds with
its own internal settlement?

We behieve that is what will happen. We
agreed (o come 1o these talks Tully aware
that South Atrica is not prepared (v wee a
SWAPO government i Windhook., The
implermentation of the plan-—the wav it i
now—will delinitely mean a victory for
SWAPQ,

So South Africa will Yind a way out, a
way (0 wreck any chances of implementing
the plan.

That being the prospect, we have never
relented inoour preparations for a pro-
tracted people’s war of liberation. We are
doing everythig—training is going on,
recruiting. We will continue the struggle.

We are conlident that we have g relable
rear buse upon which we can always count
in Angols and Zamba, We alo see our
struggle not just as an isolaled inciden, We
see U as an integral part of the overall sirug-
gle in southern Africa.

Some people would Like us 1o believe that
i's an impossible task (o try to confront
South Alrica, but cur answer is thal jusi as
much as Guinca-Bissau could play i part

1 the destruction ot the Portuguese fascis
systent, we are daing just thad job. We are
not alone. We are allicd with the peoplie of
South Alrica and Zimbabwe, and we are
conlident that on all these Tronts, the ruling
group in Seuth Adrica will be contronted.
We anre onby doing our part, and we are very
coertain that when presstire s on, South
Adrica will have no choice bur o abandon
al Teast one ol the frams, and that will be
Namibia, We will make it extremely costly
For them te maintain Namibra,

The puppets cannet last Tor o Soulh
Africa, Ther mstallation witl make no dit-
lerence. We will be fizhiing the same South
Africa we are lighting now. The puppels
will be in Windhoek, but they will not be
able to carry on the wir on thewr own. And
we are also certain of continucd and in-
creased  material assistanee Trom sovialist
countrics and  progressive Alncan coun-
LTIes.

What do you think the West will do if,
as you expect, South Africa doesn't go
along with the plan?

We know one thing, The Western coun-
irics will nor impose cconomic sanctions on
South Africa. That is very clear. They are
ol tea position o cut thelr own throats.,
['he muitinational monopolies wiil nover
allow  the governments i Washingion,
Fondon, Paris, Ouawa, and Bonn ever (o
CUPEY O CCORVMIC Sanetions against South
Adrica. Enoa recent interview with Bothi by
agournalise it one of the London dailies,
Borha states clearly that hie knows rhat
sanctions will not oniv burt South Africa,
but other countries as well—referrnng of
colrse 1o the West.

Now, the West will find an excuse. They
are trving 1o blackmul us with all sorts ol
ridicutous demands, one ot which s tha
SWATPO must not be allowed to have bases
e neighboring countres which are nul
maonitored by UNTAG. The other is that
SWAPO shouid not be altowed 1o have
rases inside Namibia, Thoese are things they
lave agreed o during the talks,

We have made our positton clear that our
forces will be monitored, contined, and
controlled o bases within Namibiz, Now
they are pretending that iowasn't clear dur-
e the tadks, Bue i was clear.

Fhoev are trving 1o Tind an exeuse so that
thew can justty their fadlure (o0 get the
conperation of South Adrica. They now
have (e option cither 1o et Souths Afnca
coniront the situation aone ar 1o choose 1
PUIMP money, agents, weapons, into the
puppet regime that Soonth Africis going to
setap o arder o he able o ight “com-
muttist inditnors from Aneola™

They have tried that in Viernam and in
many other parts ol the world, and they
failed, The tde ol histary is on the side of
what's right, and what s right is that South
Africa and  its neo-colomial plans m
Namibia must he defeated.
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