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The memory of the South African air at
tack on Namibian refugees and SWAPO 
settlements at Cassinga, southern Angola, 
still lingers. Since that attack on May 4, 
1978, in which 600 people (mostly women 
and children) were killed and many more 
wounded, the South Africans continued 
with regular reconnaisance flights and 
bombing pttacked over Angola. As a 
result, SWAPO and the Angolans have been 
forced to move those refugees who survived 
the attacks three times in the last two years.  

The repeated movement of refugees has 
made establishing a functioning infrastruc
ture in the camp difficult. In addition, the 
current settlement is divided into separate 
units for children, women with babies, the 
elderly, those refugees requiring medical at
tention, and those in educational programs.  
For security reasons these units have to be 
placed a good distance apart from each 
other, which means that communication 
and transport between them is difficult and 
expensive.  

Two of the most severe problems in the 
camp are water and housing. Oxfam
Canada reported in May that the camp they 
visited had no adequate water supply and 
the qlosest permanent river was four 
kilometers away. Oxfam has been providing 
aid for SWAPO refugees and recently sent 
an inspection team to Angola. The few 
water pumps they saw were broken or not 
functioning due to lack of pipes or parts.  
As a result the camp must rely on water that 
is hauled in on trucks or tractored from the 
river when vehicles are available.  

While there is enough water for cooking, 
the shortage means that little, if any, 
bathing is possible. This both increases the 
chance of spreading infectious disease and 
decreases the refugees' resistance to out
breaks of cholera or typhus.  

Housing is also in short supply and the 
majority of the people live in tents. What 
few cement buildings are left from the Por
tuguese colonial days have been taken over 
for use by administrators, teachers and 
hospital staff. More than half of the tents, 
which were erected in March 1979, are so 
threadbare and torn that it is unlikely they 
will last through another rainy season.  
SWAPO however does not' have the 
materials to replace the tents with perma
nent structures.  

Most importantly, .transporting food, 
water, and medical supplies to the settle
ment and between the various sections of 
the settlement is extremely difficult because 
of a shortage of available vehicles. Some

aid agencies, such as the Canadian Inter
national Development Agency (CIDA), 
who have given relief aid for other projects, 
refuse to fund the transportation project 
saying that the vehicles can be diverted for 
military use. Without transportation to 
move goods to the refugees, however, other 
aid projects cannot function.  

SWAPO is placing a strong emphasis on 
the need for medical supplies for war 
casualties, diseases, sanitation, and new 
births. Doctor Libertine Amathila, SWAPO 
deputy secretary of health, recently appeal
ed for support to raise money for a materni
ty and child care clinic. To provide care for 
high risk pregnancies, childbirth, infant and 
post natal care, family planning and com
munity health education, a clinic like this is 
essential. R.R.EI

SWAPO Dissidents 
Expelled 

The Central Committee of SWAPO, 
meeting in extraordinary session in Angola 
during July, expelled its acting vice
president and eight other members of the 
organization. The nine were charged with 
"advocating and organizing for the break
ing away of our Eastern region-Caprivi
from the rest of the country." The Caprivi 
strip is a small section of Namibian territory 
that juts between Angola and Zambia to the 
north and Botswana to the south.  

Having reviewed "concrete and 
documentary evidence," the Central Com
mittee charged that the expelled individuals 
had "engaged themselves in activities aimed 
at undermining the territorial integrity of 
our country, at disrupting the unity of our 
organization and at retarding the progress 
of the liberation struggle of the Namibia 
people." 

In addition to Acting Vice-President 
Mishake Albert Muyongo, those expelled 
are: Lemmy Matengu, Jackson Mazazi, Ig
natius Matengu, David Mutabelezi, Denis 
Kachilombwa, Ernest Likando, Ben 
Mabuku, and Calvin Songa.  

Immediately following the expulsions, 
Muyongo announced the re-forming of the
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Caprivi National Union, a Caprivi based 
organization that had merged with SWAPO 
sixteen years ago. Muyongo's charges that 
fighting was taking place between Caprivi 
secessionists and SWAPO members at 
refugee camps in Zambia, were sharply 
denied by SWAPO, the Zambian govern
ment and the United Nations High Com
missioner for iRefugees. The Zambian 
denial came after a government investiga
tion into the situation in the camps.  

The last major expulsion of leadership 
members occured in 1976 when SWAPO 
Information Secretary Andreas Shipanga 
was expelled, and later formed a small 
political grouping inside Namibia, the 
SWAPO-Democrats.  

South African Administrator General 
Gerrit Viljoen immediately attempted to 
portray the expulsions as a split in the 
SWAPO leadership based on "tribal" con
flicts. Theo Ben Gurirab, SWAPO 
representative to the UN said in response, 
"The South Africans are greatly mistaken if 
they think that SWAPO has split. We are 
dealing with the actions of one man who 
abused his position. He bribed certain peo
ple of the Eastern Caprivi, and he used 
these poor people for his own ends." 

"I am in SWAPO because it is the only 
movement with a nationalistic b se," Ben 
Gurirab continued. He pointed ut that a 
number of top SWAPO officials are of 
Caprivian origin. 0
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Help Needed 

SWAPO urgently needs material aid for 
refugees in Angola. There are many groups 
working on this task.  

One organization, the Namibia Support 
Committee's health collective in Britain, is 
coordinating a Maternity and Child Care 
clinic project in cooperation with SWAPO.  
SWAPO hopes to raise $14,400 to buy 
items such as stethoscopes, cribs, cots, 
scales, antibiotics, etc.  

Donations for this project and other pro
jects can be sent to: 

Africa Fund/SWAPO Refugee Program 
198" Broadway, Rm. 402 
New York, NY 10038


