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NATIONAL UNION FOR TOTAL INDEPENDENCE OF ANGOLA 

( U.N.I.T.A.) 

July fith 1971 

-M E M O R  A  N D  U M -

To the Fighting women of the world, meetinq in Tirana -Albania 

Dear c omracies, 

The Nationa l Union for Total Ind eoe"denc~ of Angola (UNITA) takes 
this opportunity tn convey to.all.of you, es6ecially to the 
Women's Union of Albania its. most si~cern . thanks for extendinq 
us an'invitation to atte~d this moetino! with the r epre s e nt ~ tiv e s 

of the Women's organizations of othe r ~nuntrie~ enqagerl in arme d 
struggle to conque r their f~e8d om and n?tiona l indepenciRnce. 

Si~il a rly, on be half of UNITA a nd all ~he fightinq pRople of 
All;gola,) convey to all the Albania n pAople, to thEl Party of L-=1bour 
of Albania anrl Government, and to .the great i~ader of thP Alb~nian 
people, comrade ENVER HODJA, our warmest 6rnetings. 

The gathering of the fighting women of ths different cnuntries, is 
a very important date fnr us . This is a~ import~nt opportunity 
for UNITA (Nationa l Union for Tota l IndependencP of Angola ) to 
sharn concre t e exoeriRnces in our common struqgle a gaisnt colonia-
lismi ·nen-colnnialtsm, internationa l imoerialism and modern r evi-
sionism. 

Nationa l libe r atinn struggle s . a r e concrPt R practicP of qr o l n-
t aria n· internationalis m nf,the peoples of the oopresse d nations. 
lt is in this revolutionary soifit tha t we salute the horoic and 
fightirig people of ViR tn ~ m, Laos, Ca m~ od i a , C~inQ, A lb a ni a , Knrea, 
Pa l bstine , and all thn fiqhting peopl n of Africa, Asia and Latin 
America. We a r o sure tha t in the next days to come we will br 
ablo to learn from each othe r in thFJ light· of our concrete exne -
rionce s o f~ar m e ci struggln taking pla c e in our respectivn countries. 

Jho opprossinn of tho Angola n,womRn anrl pnnolo is ~ ~rnrluct of 
SOO yoars of oppr essi6n. Like othe r proole ~ nrl women in thn worl d 
fighting ag~ inst opprossion, the Anqo l ~ n women a r e tnrla y oart ~ nd 
parcol of tho whole  or ocnss of thn Ango l a n libRr Ation strugglo . 

It is this cnnsciousn8ss nf SOO yAars of injusticns, humiliati ons , 
suffnring th~ t lnd thn African propl e of Angola to tRkn uo ~rms 

q nd to nrgBniz8 a r ovolutionary armerl strugg lFJ spoarh P~ d o d by the 
oporessed pnoplA o f Angola . 

The first Angol a n nrganizations f ailed to orgAnize 8nd mobilizA· 
the African masses, be c a use their mnthods of work WRr e nnt  r ovolu-
tionary, their politicAl line s were n ot bBsed sciontific m8thnds 
of appr aising cnncre t e situ8tions a nd reality that prevAil inside 
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tho country, thoy f ailod bnc ausA the loadors wer o uncapable to 
1 i v e w i t h  t h o p P. o p 1 ÇJ i n-s i d R t h o c o u n t r y , a n_ cl . t o _ s h ?I r n w i t h  t h e 
pooplr-1 tho dRily ornb_lf·~rns ... of . t- h e · ltbn r ~ ti n n strugglo . ThP.y boc a me 
exilc d ~eVR m e n~§ wh{~h survive R l a gra c e nf into.rn8ti onAl sympa -
thies a nd  manipulations • . 

. This is·why UNITA (Natinna l Uninn for Tnta l Indo penrlPnce of Anqo l?l) 
wa s crsaterl in 1966 in the hP.at o f thR b8ttle insirle Angola. Since 
then, UNITA ha s been enjoying the support nf tho loc?ll pooulation 
who a r e ossentially tha pRas ants. UNITA became tho only libRr ation 
move ment in Angola whoso lnadership is pRrmAnRntly bAse d inside 
Ango l a and leading the p nopl8. and thR struqqls from within the 
country. Sinco 1966, UNITA ha s bnen ro.lyinq on its own efforts 
and on croativo powe r of thP. Angnla n oonplÃ • . 

~e c a us o of th"is, UNITA has dr:Jvelope-d··frnm·a ·w·oa k · ~ - sac 21 tt e r E"~ d "'nd 
sm a1~. o_r_ganization iritõ ·a stronq, larqe anel well disciplinerl fnrce 

-of ~olitically cnnc&ous people.- A ncl ~inc R then, thR Nationa l 
libe r ation strugglo inside Angn l a has undnrgone significant ouali-
t ative change . Torlay, UNITA hAs not only under its control ·more 
tha n 1 million poople , but also it ha s succo.edP.d in libRrating 
vast areas within FiVFl P.rovince s oUt of Sixtees-.From CuBndn-Cubanoo , 
Moxico, Lunda , BiR, and MAlanje UNITA ha s established and consoli~ 
da t o d Military Base s whRr o we ope r a t s from. The ~1stablishem e nt 
of a small nation within~a nation was achieve d with suçcess. 

T~ n ' curr d ~~ situati~n of oui armed.struggle in : Ang~l a is excollont. 
From our sidA, the achie vnmnnts c a n be mnasure d ·frrJm w,hP.t is t:1king 
pl ~c8 ·in tho libnr a ted areRs. Frnm thc Pn nmy sido, nn ~ c a n mRasuro 
from thn amnunt of military equipmnnt, soldiArs, and finaRnce tha t 
i.s b e i n g  s o A n t  i n  t h R t h r no P n r t  u g u D s e c n 1 o n i n s ( A n g o 1 a , IYl o z 21m n i o u 8 , 
and Guine). Portuga l is thP smallnst anrl poorAst cnuntry in Western 
Europb, with tho hiqhost infant mor~t~l ity r a t A, u1ith thn l owest 
incnme ·onr capit a ~ with the illit n r ~ cy r a t e r anging around 46 oe r 
c ont. DEJspitrJ of this natinn;ü misory in Pnrtug:J.l itself, hnr mili-
t ary expnnditure in 1970 reach8d tho figure of 50 ~ A r c nnt. This 
is e ve n higher, if one compc'lros with wh?Jt thFJ USA imperif'llists 1re 
soonrlinq in Viotnam. Thn tota l numbRr of Pnrtugue s e soldiers eng~
g o~ · in cnmb~ t in tho three Portuguose colonie s i~ about 160,000 
tronp~ fully eouippe d with NATO airpla nns, bnats, arms, n~ oR lm bnmbs, 
.anf fina~c o d by tho NATO cnunt~i o s. 

In nur sido a guerrilla army nf mora the n 3,000 mnn ~a s s ot up 
a n d is c a 11 n d " F o r c a s  A r ma da s  d r:1 L i b n r~ t ;;'I c a o d FJ 1\ n q o 1 "~ -Fr1 L A." • -
The armod struggle thRt is b ~ in o_ takino. thR fnrm o f pRnols's w~ r 
is ·the consocration of th0 thesis nf thR Poorlq's wa r and Penoln's 
Army of the ' gr e~ t r ovolutionarie s suth a s Chaitma n M?ln Tse Tunq, 
Ge ne r a l Gia p, · H~ Chi. Min, Rnd many othars who fnught r evnlutinnary 

' .strugglos with·suceess. 

From the start of our armed struggle , th8 womo n nf Angola ha ve 
boen fighting alongside with the ~ ngol a n men. Tho y hQVO shown 
thrnugh thn struggln dedication, cnurftge, and cnmbativn a uBlitio s 
equa l t o those of thoir ma l e c omr a ~ o s. In 1968, UhliTA ha d moro 
tha n 600 w~m e n t ot ally integr a ted into the r anks of our Arme d 
Fnrco s (FALA). . 

IIT. the armed-fnrcos• -apart f"rom cnmba t  f nrces, our women tsko a n 
activo  part 'in .the consoli d~tio n of the  military ba s ns and in the 
administrr1tinn of" thos E~ s a me bases. As a rnsult nf this, tho 
Armed Force s f or Libe r ation of Ango l a h a vA been  able  t n scnre 
groat victnrios in a s nriP.s nf att~cks against the Portuguesa 



5

.. 

-3-

colonialists supoortod militarily and financially by NATO fnrce s 
a n-d wearons. 

Irr odutation f or ynung peorle and adu lt s ~ Angnlan ~nme n ha vn also 
b eH n · p 1 a y i n g a t r o me m:l o u s  r o 1 e • Thor o a r e t e q c h e r s  i n  t h e m i l i t a r y 
basos, and lnca l committrws, teaching· n~t nnly ro"'ldinq· and writing 
but also politicai nducatinn which always takos oriority in the 
preserrt sta go nF our arme d struggl o . Tho achie ve ment of Anqnlan 
wnrrrerl' in this asoect a r o very oncour ?~q ing · . In the ACi:l.domic yPa r Clf 
1969-70 wo há ve h ?~ d mnre than 300 puouls, and a t the oro s ent moment 
wo havo a n offective of 8,080.childrerr in the areas undor UNITA's 
control. The y a r n fnrmed oolitically in a ,r e volutif1nary way sn that 
tho childron -start to _ ~n de rst ~ nd thn rnasnns of our sufferi*gs. 
Angolan- womo n also play a ·tre mend nus r o l e in aqricultural coopP.ra -
tive s Clf the loca l committees and iD tho milit~ry zones. On the 
agricultura! s oGtot the harvnst o f 1970 was a vPry qnod one, dnsoi-
t e the pormanent· attompts of tho Pnrtuque s e fascists t o uso planes 
frrr dróp defnliarits, pois6n6ous gases. the nr oserrt conditinns of 
f o o d  i n ou r  1 i b n r a t o a r e a s a r e s o e x c e lle n t  t  h l'l t  U N I T f.\ tAl fi s f'l b 1 e to 
show solidarity with Zambia who wa s blocke d by tho portugue s a 
s ome mnnths Rgn, in fact 2,000Kgs o r maize was s ent from nur agri-
cultura ! cooper atives.Face d wit'h c ontinUious threats from Portuaue s e 
colonialists to bomb nur fi8lds, the party s e t up Women brigados 
an-d yout h br iga d~s to , pr ot o c t t _he c r ops. 

In thr; m e rlic?~l fi ~j l d , the Angolqn wnmr.m hR.V8 bt1e n givino inc1lcu-
l able s ervic8s t n the peopln . Thoy .1r e nurses, a nrl assistRnt-nurses 
in the clinics opP.ratina in tho Centra l Base , and nthP.r c1inics 
permanontly functioning-in the loca l comiittee s And military zonPs. 
Tho UNITA c1inics h~ve bn8n qiving merlica1 c a r n to moro tha n 
20,000 pAti onts, snldiers an~ civilians wnunde d by Portugunse 
~tt a cks ~nrl bnmbings~ . 

T h o f\ n g o 1 <1 n tM o mo n a r e ;:11 s 0 p ::'1 r t a n rl p a r c e 1 o f  t h o p r-10 p 1 o 1 s  m i 1 i t i A • 
As womon Brig :::~dos , the y cnntro1 thç1 movnments n f tho e nr1my Rrnund 
the disrutod a rnAs, and as intEJllignncr-: units, th8 womrm undnr-
tako undergrnunrl wnrk in thtl citins a n d tho rur ~ l aroRs sti11 
unde r  e nemy influPncA. The y nra Anize q n d moblizR on.1itic3l1y thR 
penplo living in thA rlispute d areas, anrl in thR ~ r oa s undor 
e nnmy contro1. 

Thoase, do ~ r cnmradRs, a r e smme of nur modest  r esults of our 
r ovolutionary qrme d struggln in which the f\ngolRn womRn i s a n 
integr Al part. This hRs bnon achie ve d bAcsuse right from thn 
s bn t  ,  U N I TA h As r R s o 1 u t P.l y o m p h a s i z e d t h >J n o c e s s i t y  o f  t  h E! s t r u g o 1 r-1 
to libor qt e women, ospncia11y ths working and peasqnt womom from 
the dec ~ d e nt bourgoois c o lnnialist idoology, in ordEJr to incorpn-
r a t o tho Angol a n wqmon in the g nn nrql rovolutinnary strugqlo nf nur 
poop1 o . 

Histnry of tho p P.op 1 E~ 1 s struggle s ha s rr-Jcnrdnrl t"lnclible exRmo1e s 
of wome n1s r ovolutionary activitios from which thR Ango l a n wnmon 
a r e Abls t o lnarn. Thn r o vnlutinn ~ ry actions o f thA Chine s a wnm8n, 
the Albanin n wnmon a r ~ mqgnificent e xamp1os of s acrificn anrl htl-
roism. The Heroic Vintnamoso womAn, thR Pa l nstine wornen, thn 
woomn nf Camborlia , Laos, and Rll thr fightino wnmrn of tho onrres-
s orl natinns o f tho wor1d a r A of gre a t r1ncnuragnmont t o  nur Ango1an 
womon qnrl to our 1iboration strugg1o. 
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Doar comra d es, tho AngolAn wnmAn express thAir cnnvictinn this 
meoting of tho fightinq wnP~n nf thr1 wnrlrl will mqrk 9nnthe r 
important sto p  f orward towa r d s the complnt e Rmancio9tion o f 

• 

the wome n fighting a g3inst politicai, oconomic anrl s ocia l n~ p r e ssi n n. 

Through armnd struggle , thn Angnla n wo ~ mn nnsurn y nu 9 g9in thr,ir 
combqtivn s nlidqrity. To our cnmra dns qnrl sistrrs nf Alb9nia 
wo wish you o vory succoss in s~fngua rding your cnuntry, ynur 
nation, q nrl your pnople . 

Lqng-Livn thn snlida~ity Of Albqnia and 
Arigol a n p8oplo , 

Long .Livo Comra d8 Envnr Hoxha , thn 'groat l o~ d o r 

of the Albania n poople 

Long~Liv e thn Ponple's War, 

Down with Imoerialism and Mndern Rnvision!sm. 

Dn be half of thn Angol a n Wnmon's Briga do , 

I . 

AUGUSTA CHitUNDA 

ANABELA KASSOVA 

July 6th 1971 




