South African 1roops on Angolan border operations in 1978.

As the Reﬂgan admm!stmtmn s policy towards southern Africa begins to take shape, one
theme that emerges JSrom the shadows is renewed support for Joras Savimbi and his National
Union for the Total Imdependence-of Angola (UNITA), Savimbi, Reagan’ and his advisors

e argue, ‘controls half of Angola.™

And according to secret State Departrent docuiments

“leaked to the New York Times, the administration may now demand ihat the ruling Popular
Mevement for the Liberation of Angola (MPLA) shane pawer with Sawmbi as a precondition

Jfor the US supporting Namibia’s independence.

b
wivl BT e

The current US administration is also pushing strongly for the repea! of the US law known
as the Clark Amendment, which bans covert military aid to Angola. Ahhough administration
“staffers deny that repeal of the Clark Amendment will inttomatically imply- reneved aid for
Savzmbz, they have left no doubi that if aid goes to anybody in Angola it will go to Savimbi,
Savimbi. is not @ new Jface on the Angolan scene, he has a long history in African political
circles. Although he is now placed in the limelight by the US administration, u‘ :s fikely that
: Washlngton would prefer some of that history to remain burzed

by Wil!izm\_l. Robinson

Jonas Malheiros Savimbi was born in the
central Angolan province of Biein 1934, He
weént to Europe as a student in the late

. '1950s and it was there that his active in-
volvement in politics began. ' i

" In the early 1960s Savimbi was persuaded

to- leave his studies and return to Africa to

join Holden Roberto’s Union of the People /

of.. Angola. (UPA), an organization
. which later became part of the National

Fromt for the Liberation of _ Angola

(ENLA}. Both Roberto: and - Savimbi
“William . Robinson is a free-larnce jour-

nalist who lived in Africa for a year and a

half. He is currently living in New York.

however, wcrc strong individuals and
Savimbi’s alliance with Roberto and the
FNLA proved to be short lived. At a Jume
1974 summit meeting of the Organization
of African Unity Savimbi delivered a fiery

* denunciation of the FNLA lwdershlp and
- resigned. -

Fol]owmg the split, Savunbl seemed to

" have dallied with the idea of joining the

MPLA, who prcssud him to do so. Savimbi,
having. grown™ Gp in_the southern “part of
Angola among the Ovimbundu peodple, was

* gble to draw some support from that arca

and this made him an attractivé partner for
any national Jiberation movement wishing
to draw support from al parts of the coun-

_ try. But. instead of joining the ‘ME

dent.

.districts of Angola wers unanimonus.
. more-than another distracting sidé

" commander-in-chief of the Partugu

be left alone providing he turned whet:

Savimbi announced in March 1966 the:
mation of an entirely new organizatios
National Union for the Total Indepeng
of Angola (UNITA), with hamself a3 ]

Savimbi’s su'pporters today are for
saying that he fought the Portugugse
‘onialists, but it seems that. these acti
were confined to a few sporadic ‘mil
.operations agamst the Portusuese'
late 1960s. - :

Between 1966 and 1974 Savimbi;
organize a southern ethnic base forUR
among the Ovimbundu people, playi
tribal -rivalries ‘and - racial - dlfferem
support. UNITA never became a'
military force; however, and - on
source quoted in the British Gu
described the movement as consist
“twelve guys with knivés before L
ing turned it into & well-financed.
armed forece."” e

Distracting Sldeshow
In 1969, 2 United Nations. sur\réy
that ““there has been no mention of UN
in the Portuguese military butletins
1968.” Noted author -Basil Da
records that by 1970, a year of impiors
military victories for the MPTA,
European and QAU observers in

cluding ‘that UNITA hadbecome *

In 1972, Savimbi wrote' the

my in Angola to congratulate: him'

appointment. “‘We will never entertain

ing wp arms-against the authorities

wrote. *“We use our arms so that o

we. will force the MPLA to aband
t *»

Several sources have revealed th
bi worked for the colonial army and
{the secret police) from the early 1
Although -Savimbi has consistently
these allegations, published
former Portuguese - dictator = Mg
Caetano and several ‘of his generaly
the colonial command offering a deal
Savimbi’s “movement’* in which h
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e had against the MPLA (whom Savimbi

consistently referred td as “‘the common

4 i enemy™’). Savimbi cagerly accepted the of-
fer. According to classified military
“documents released in 1974 by the new
Lisbon regime and first published by the

Frenchi magazine Afrigue-Asie, Savimbi

wrote the Portuguese army offering to pro-
7 vide UNITA guides to the MPLA opera—
tional zones,

With the end of the colomal war in 19’74
Savimbi signed a separate ccagfir_c with the
Portuguese and at once set out to woo thé
settlers, who saw him as their hope for a
new neo-colonial - order, Abandonmg his
earlier “Maoist’ rhetoric: which had served
to mystify the real nature of UNITA and

. mask his own virulent anti-communism, he.
. declared that “‘the people of Angold sre ot . 4 ] cand-
CENLA topped 360 mllhon beforc the funds

‘ready for mdependence” (Le Mande, 78
June 1974),

At the same time, however, UN"[TA con-
ﬁnued to try and forge alliances first with
‘the FNLA and, on three occasions, with the
MPLA. All of these efforts at recontilia-
tion;; including & brief agreement between
all three groups in early 1975, failed as the
movements both feared and rmstrusted
" each: other.

Full scale civil war broke out i Angola in

early July 1975. Throughout this period,
however, Savimbi continved to scramble
for an ally. Several attempts were made to
forge a cease fire between UNITA and the

MPLA and Savimbi also made a number of

approdches to the South African gmrern-
mem

: Later that year the third and last cease
ﬁ:c was signed between UMNITA and the

MPLA. According to Angola expert Gerald-

Bender, the CIA intervened at that point
and-let Savimbi know that covert funding

from the Americans would be cut off unless .

the cease-fire with the MPLA was ended.
UNITA, - with Savimbi in charge, finally
optéd for CIA support and an alliance with
the South Africans. -~

- On; September 21, Savimbi-met the South
Afncan ‘commanding general in Namibia
who . agreed to provide UNITA with

military instructots, and 6000 UNITA
_troops. ‘were rapidly trained. Within' one

month 4 team of South African military in-
strucmrs reiriforced by Zairean regular

ps; weapons, and armored vehicles,
“had aprived in Silva Porfo {central Angola)
to train and assist UNITA forces. When the
Southy:African army launched its full scale
. invasion . in October, UNITA troops

hooked up and trailed in its wake.

- nal propaganda and orgamzanonal

Us Supporl
UNITA was by now receiving, along with
the FNLA, milliohs of dollars worth of US
arms and equipment from the CIA, The
CIA also began sending advisors and
recruiting mercenaries for the two
“movements.”” Although it is difficult to

ascertain exactly when Savimbi first made -

contact ‘with the CIA, one of the best
sources of information on American in-
volvement in Angola the Pike Report (a

Teport of the us House of Representatives -

Select Cdxmmttee on Inteihgence), records
that UNITA began receiving US funds in
the mid-summér.-of 1974, The flow con-
tinued throughowt 1975 including regular

monthly political-action payments for inter-

were cut off in 1976,
When the ‘South Afrwans wnhdrew in

~ March of 1976—de&pmz pleas by Savimbi

that they stay--the. UNITA leader and
some .of his troops. wi t-baek with them in-

" to Namibia (to be used 4 A auxilidries in later

raids into Angoia} Other UNITA remiants
in the central provinees of Hiambo and Bie
(Savimbi's . traditiona! area- of ethnic
strength) took to the hitls and [forests with

large  quantities. ﬂf ammunition left for .
them by the retreating South Africans. At
the time, they took thousands of villagers

with them, threatening that the MPLA
would come to kill them:a]l...

Since then UNITA forées have been con-

" tinuously armed, trained, and supplied by

air from Namtbu or: Zaire by the South

Africans. Sawmbn currently operates out of

the Morogcan capltal of Rabat.

While Savimbi's.base probably cannot be _

su‘nply ascnbed to Sonth Afman support,

__Jonse Savimbl.

. and militia.”

sjpuewe .

 surgency.” At the same time  Marcum

" able to maintain some support among the -

~based solely on ‘Savimbi’s charisma of - 7.

-Marcum, - *‘probably does have some locat *

~third and one-half of Angola, and has”

. Writing in the London Times ia early 198&,

noted Angola expert and author John Mar-- -
cum has noted-that “‘without continued
South African support he would not be-able’
to maintain a serious level of counterin:

maintains that UNITA has probably been

Iocal population and that it is probably an.. " -
oversimplification to say UNITA support iy ‘

South African support. “UNITA,” says

support and undoubtedly a whole ‘lot. of -
South ‘Aftican assistance.”’

Savimbi, his allies, and the Western press‘ :
claim UNITA now conirols between .one- -

zallied widespread ' popular. SUPPOLL.

Patrick Cosgrave went as far as to say tlm
Savimbi has brought the Angolan gaver
ment “virtually to its knees.”” :
Reports.from people who have recentlyjﬁ
been to Angola, however, indicate there } Isi
‘nothing te substantiate these claima.
Although {INTTA could, at one time, “prob- :
ably cla.nm some support from the popnla-' :
tion; the emergence from the hills am.L
Torests of central Angola in mid-1980 of
hundreds of thousands of starvmg and
disease-ridden peasants fed up with UNITA.
.and ready to work with the MPLA govetn: .
ment- signalled the final collapse of any
valid UNITA claim of mass support. The =
British Guardian reported in mid-1980 that «
at the same time over 1,000 rank and file
UNITA soldiers also came into the towns to
give themselves up.

© Gerald Bender, ‘a scholar wého visited
Angola last year, presents a similar plcture.
Quoting US and Western Buropean in-
telligence sources, Bender notes “that o
UNITA has “practically no appeal to ~ . =
ethnic groups other than the QOvimbundu.” o
And although - the Ovimbundu make up

about one-third of the population, Bender

alsg points out that ““Most Ovimbundu live -
in ‘areas administered by the MPLA, and

that ‘“‘many thousands of Ovimbundu men- -
fight against UNITA in the MPLA army '

In’mid-1980 Bender drove thrcugh Hmla
and Cunene provinces on a 650 mile trip
that brought him within five miles of the
Narnibian border. In a summer 1981 article
in Foreign’ Affairs, Bender relates how
Savimbi told him that UNITA controls -
Huila and Cunene provinces. Bender then
goes on to say- “UNITA does not control -

- continued on page: 30
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.- has come to push beyorid the Sullivan Prin-

. ¢iples. As out going president; Doug Fraser
- séid -here yesterday, we must greatly broaden
the base of our campaign to deny pension and
other moniesito firms doing business in South
Afnca.

g B conclusion my friends, I believe no
system as roften as apartheid can ever be
- reformed, moderated, or softefied suffi-

-ciéntly to make it a tolerable way of life,

" ‘Bvery “‘improvement” put forward, or

-grudgingly accepted, by such a system tends

.- iievitably to extend its control by subitler
ST ineams,

5 +We'in the UAW know therefore, that the

st_sps already taken by our union, by -

"._church, civil rights, and. international
- "groups, by the United Nations—and above
" all'by the brave and décent people of South
- Aftica—are only a prelude to the final con-
. fnontanon {hat must come. '

- That confrontation will be decided main-

but-we must heélp in every way we can,
.. . Rather thah relax our sanctions agaimst
" 'Pretoria, we must streiigthen. them, When
the proper coordinaiion dnd effect can be
hieved, we must move from an invest-
nt freeze to outright disinvestment, from
limited embargo on arms and trade to a
. total embargo History shows these things
. . dre easier said than done, but they can.and
L must be done in the interest of humamty
' Apartheld is doomed. And when it ends,
: I hope we can all meet again to celebrate its
: bunal! (]

F

. apartherd state, uamely the Repubhc of

South Africa.” ‘
‘Even those Afrikaners who, gavc little at- .

tention to  anti-Republic and Soweto

demonstrations could not ignore the firsi-
time shock of being publicly frisked and
having bags inspected by police searching
for ANC saboteurs and sympathizers dur-
ing the height of guernlla activities. The

ANC itself had declared: “Slowly but sure-
* Iy we are mobilizing ourselves: We confront

the enemy of all Fronts. The ‘Republic Day’

‘celebration Is just one of those fronts.”

The Sune events gave vivid evidence of
the fict that across South Africa people are
organizing themselves in factories; schools,
and communities. Only the foolish among
€ven the most ardent apartheid supparters -
could have gone to bed on June 1 dreaming

. about the next Repnﬂ)hc Day celebrations in

1991. E S’VD

“hibits .US aid to UNITA and other

. Their Man in Angola

Iy_ by the South African people themselves, -

Republic Day .

‘_tia'ued fmm pag_e 24

. “*%1 E’ort Elizabeth, followmg the sugges-

* +tid1t of the Coloured Management Commit-
tée, a committee of the city council named
; j-.iﬂree riew streets in a move clearly fimed to

. .. Stréet, Steve Biko Crescent, and Amandla
P S 'reet weré approved by the commitiee as’

-ﬁethelsdorp Extension 10.
The unprecedented scale and d1versnty of
" fHe Republic Day protests was a severe em-
. batrasstoent for government officials intent
b reseriting an image of national unity to
the world. As Dr. Motlana noted, “‘The
“ " piiost: outstanding feature of this boycott
Y hgs’ beem the unanimity of the people out-
- side the Afrikaner who are utterly and
'tally opposed to_this sectional, divisive

- cBincide with Soweto day. Nelson Mandela

nes for streets in a new townshlp called ‘

UNITA

continued. Jrori pgge I1
thesc prownces e

Rather "than " a populai‘-based and
organized guemlla campaign, the picture
that emerges today of UNITA in central
-Angola is ‘one of small and isolated bands
of rebéls who are able to find-cover in the
mountains and bush while. dccasionally
raiding an undefended village. One reporter
who-. visited central Angola in September
1980 was able to write in the London Times
that “‘such claims {of wndespread UNITA
activiiy] belong in thc realm of fantasy. . .1
could find no sign that most of this area was
-anything other than under firm government
contml »

Testimony of 2 Mereennry

Further imsights into how UNITA
aperates were disclosed by Jose Ricardo -
Belmundo, & Black Angolan who deserted
to MPLA forces from the South African’
Defense Force Battalion 32 in January 1980

. (see Southern Africa, March-April 1981). A

captein in the “Buffalo Battalion,” (com-
posed of  mercenaries ‘and ex-FNLA

. members), ‘Belmurido described “‘bailing’
- out™ actions in "which his wnit gave

assistance to UNITA-" forces who radioed
South African military security pérsonnel
for help. In addition, he explained, SADF
soldiers *‘go and give instruction in' UNITA

bases and sometimes carry out operations

with UNITA without the presence of Bat-
tahon 32 personnel.”” In outlining relations

between his unit and UNITA Behnundo ©

" Savimbi to postpone a planned trip |

: four people with UNITA. in so

in southern Africa. !

‘believes in nothing beyond his owm

‘stated, “we had dxffe:rent spheres- ag
but were serving one and the sare by
were both controiled by South Afri
The current Reagan Admmsuauo
to repeal the Clark Amendment, w

government groups in Angola, under.
the importance of Savimbi as a key p
the US drive to undermine the
revolution.

The Administration reportedly
contact with Savimbi almost inme
after Reagan’s election; when he.
California to meet with Reagan peop
last year. Since them, there have b
number of contacts between Saﬂm
US officials, including a meeting with
acting Assistant Secretary of Stai
African Affairs Lannon Walker in M
co, after Washington reportedly

Us.
Other reports have surfaced wl
dicate that despite the present co
ban, Washington might already be's
UNITA. A March 27, {981 SWAPO.
munique from “a reliable US ‘soures
formed them that: “*a delegation
UNITA personinel met recent]y
General Haig to discuss US' ass:s*
UNITA. Haig apparently gave an
taking that the USA would assist |
but wish to approach the matter ca
. at present they [the US] have: th

Angola assessing the situation in prej
tion for giving military assistance

But whatever the particulars may )
US 'is once again moving to bolster
Savimbi as their ““man in ~ Ang
Washington mav find, howcver, that
banking on “‘a perennial loser,” 10
John Stockwell, former CIA stafi

“*Saviribi has mo ideology,”* he ai

ambitions.” Stockwell concluded by
ing the US government to avoid *'se
new bloody mvolvement with the:
Savimbi,” ‘
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