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R. 1V. lsmagilovaTHE ETHNIC FACTOR I� MODER� AFRICA

. JVfany _fe�tures of African life can r 1 ' b . . . the ethmc factor is taken . ·t . . on ) o undmstood if1. . . lrl. o account. Tho compl • tl mgu1st1c structme of most A.f,. . • ex o .1110-all the problems of a pol t.1 r_ican states besets them withkl . y-e imc state and com. I tl Otac . e various aspects linked with the nat1·0!,el sp 1ebml to,vmg to a numb . f l . . • " ro em. the preservaLion e� o . c iaracter�sti_cs peculiar to Africa and
system, the ethni:f f:t�� ar,chf1c mstitutions �f the tribalthe pace and nature of e_xer s an enorm?us Influen ce onthe political life of Afs�cial and ecouom1 c processes andcontinue to do s f' lncan _ states , and will apparently. . 0 �r a ong tmie to come. Tli_e �1fficult1es of so cial and economic d cont,mumg dominance of for i . . ev�lopment, the
mies of most Af ,· ;e gn monopolies m the e cono­bility, a shar r/c�n- cou_ntnes, the a�sen ce of political sta-dissatisfactionp 0t�fi:ateufk �f°&erty differ� nlia��on and therupt _and mercenary class of ex t �o�ula l;10n WI lh the cor­g row mg with the development �f oc1atp
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·s,:1:"htosel n'?mhers area 1s . re at1ons, could
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only aggravate the economic, social, ethnic and political contradictions. Unresolved social and economic problems are the root-
cause of inter-ethnic fri ction. Social conflicts are madeworse by contradictions arising from the ethnic situation.The sharpness of social contradictions, in its turn, oftenaggravates the ethnic problems. The clash of interests be­tween exploiting elements belonging to different ethnic groups sometimes causes the ethnic element to come to the fore,while protest that is essentially soc.ial takes the form ofethnic contradictions and conflicl.s. Tho policies of cl1 a 11vin­istically inclined reactionary forces may cause relations to deteriorate and being about a crisis situ ation. Attainment of political independence has created favonr­a ble condition,i for resolving ethnic problems. However, thepolarisation of forces within African states, resulting main­ly frnm the slrnggle to select a course of development, has
a considora ble effect on the implementation of the princi­ples for dealing with ethuic problems proclaimed by the policy statements of African governments and rnling pa l'ties.The situation is fmther complicated by interference from the imperialist µo,vers, by their policy of causing inter­ethnic friction and making nse of conflict situations, and bytheir overt. or concealed support for seµaratist tendencies. Inaddition, the role and signi6.cance of ethnic problems in thercconstwction of society are underestimated i,1 some Afri-can states. The author's talks with statesmen and political leaders in some African countl'ies show that some of them categori­cally deny the existence of ethnic problems in their coun­tries, others underesLimate their importan ce, while s tillothers who admit the role of the ethnic factor, reduce thewhole complex ot these complicated problems to meretribalism, by which they understand inter-tribal enmity. J n most cases ethnic problems are given a very narrowtreatment.,, and Lheir connection with social and economicprocesses is not brought out. l\foreover, in many countries the nature and essence of ethnic conflict are often con-cealed. The experience accumnlated hy most African countriesr,inco independence lH'ovides a mine of i.�fonua�ion for th9














































