


E D ITO R IA L

D ear Readers:

. . . .T h is  is the  era o f n a tio n a l l ib e ra t io n . O u r cause is ju s t. Those 

w ho are fa m il ia r  w ith  our s trug g le  know  i t  is a s trug g le  aga inst a n eo - 

fa s c is t, ra c is t w h ite  m in o r ity .  They know  th a t w e  s trug g le  aga ins t a 

ru le  o f unaba ted  b ru ta l i ty  and te rro r imposed on th e  masses o f b la c k  

Southern A f r ic a .  They know  th a t we s trugg le  fo r  d e m o c ra tic  p o l i t ic a l  

ru le  based on the  w i l l  o f a ll  the  peop le  w ith  to ta l and fu l l  e q u a lity  fo r 

each and e v e ry  in d iv id u a l.

It becomes s e lf -e v id e n t:  O u r stand in vo lve s  a to ta l re je c t io n  o f ra c ia lism  

on e ve ry  le ve l - -  e co n o m ic , p o l i t ic a l ,  soc ia l and c u ltu ra l —  no t m e re ly  

a reversa l o f e x is t in g  ra c ia l d o m in a tio n . It is our co n te n tio n  th a t a l l  peo 

pies w ho have made th e ir  home in  Southern A fr ic a  are A frica n s  - -  equal 

A frica n s  - -  regardless o f the  c o lo r  o f th e ir  s k in , o r th e ir  re l ig io n  or sex.

We rep ea t now w h a t we have sa id  o fte n  in  the  past. W e re co g n ize  the 

m agn itude  o f our ta sk . O u r most d i f f ic u l t  s trugg les are  s t i l l  be fo re  us. 

F u rth e r, i t  w i l l  be fo r us, the  peoples o f Southern A f r ic a ,  to  bear the  

necessary s a c rific e s  fo r to ta l l ib e ra t io n . But w e  can sta te  p ro u d ly  th a t 

s p ir it  and d e te rm in a tio n  are there  in  our re v o lu tio n a ry  armed s tru g g le . 

O u r re la tio n s  w ith  the  masses grow  ever f irm e r. W e fa ce  our fu tu re  

w ith  reso lu te  o p tim ism .............

Your E d ito r,

Joseph Z . Dube

J a n u a ry , 1971

O n  N ovem ber 11 , 1965, the  w h ite  m in o r ity  c liq u e  th a t had been 

e x e c u tin g  a rb it ra ry  ru le  o ve r Z im b ab w e  d e c la re d  Southern Rhode

s ia  to  be a sove re ign  and ind ep en de n t n a tio n . Thus cu lm in a te d  one 

phase o f the  most d e c e it fu l and sord id  p ra c tic e  th a t had ch a ra c te r iz e d  

B ritish  im p e r ia lis t ru le  o ve r the  ages.

Z im b a b w e , s itu a te d  in  the  Southern p a rt o f A f r ic a ,  Is bordered  on 

the  south b y  the  infam ous c ita d e l o f  fa sc is t ra c ia lis m , the  U n ion  o f 

South A f r ic a ,  on th e  w est b y  Botsw ana, on the  north  by the  Repub

l ic  o f Z a m b ia , and on the  east b y  M oza m b iq u e . It covers an area 

o f a p p ro x im a te ly  1 50 ,333  sq. m iles  —  less than  4 0 0 ,0 0 0  square 

k ilo m e te rs  —  and consists o f  a p o p u la tio n  num bering  som ething over 

5 m il l io n  p e o p le , o f whom iess than  1/4 m il l io n  are  w h ite  se ttle rs  

and an even  lesser num ber com prise th e  C o lo u red s , In d ia ns , C h inese , 

e tc .  It is the  more than  4 ,8 0 0 ,0 0 0  ind igenous B lack A fr ic a n s  —  

Z im babw eans - -  w ho are the  v ic tim s  o f B ritish  im p e ria lism  a ided  and 

abe tte d  by both  A m e rican  and W est G erm an im p e ria lis m . It is the  

m ore than  4 -1 /2  m il l io n  Z im babw eans th a t are herded in to  "reserved 

a re a s " , herded in to  ja i ls ,  herded in to  c o n c e n tra tio n  cam ps, su b jec t 

to  the  infam ous "pass la w s " , su b jec t to  "p re v e n tiv e  d e te n t io n " ,  d is 

e n fra n ch ise d , s tr ip p e d , bea ten  and hung. W h y?  Because the  c o lo r  

o f ou r sk in  is B la ck . And ou r s trugg le  to d a y  is not o n ly  a s trugg le  

a ga ins t lo ca l re a c tio n a r ie s . This is m e re ly  a facade  o f B ritish  c o lo 

n ia lis m . O u r enem y is B ritish  im p e ria lism  and in te rn a tio n a l im pe 

r ia lis m . O u r enem y focuses in  Z im b ab w e  bu t is loca ted  in  London, 

W a sh in g to n , Lisbon and Bonn.

The s to ry  o f Z im babw e  is a s to ry  d a tin g  b ack  m any c e n tu rie s . O urs 

is a c u ltu re  w h ic h  flo u rish e d  m any years ago and to d a y  one can s t i l l  

see the  evidences o f g randeur in  the  ruins o f th is  g re a t c iv i l iz a t io n  

spread th roughou t southern and c e n tra l A f r ic a .  W ith  m odem  advan 

ces, w e have su ffe red  a lso from  m odern oppression and h u m il ia t io n . 

B ritish  ta c tic s  have a lw ays tr ie d  to  underm ine th e  A fr ic a n  sense o f 

independence . O u r h is to ry  has been a h is to ry  o f c o n tin u in g  s tru g g le .

O u r s trugg le  dates back to  the  close o f the  19th ce n tu ry  w hen C e c il 

Rhodes and his B ritish  South A fr ic a  Com pany s truck out north  from  

w h a t is now know n as the  U n ion  o f South A fr ic a  in  pu rsu it o f  new 

conquests. Up to  the tim e  o f th e  a rr iv a l o f the  w h ite  s e tt le r ,  the 

in h a b ita n ts  o f th is  land betw een the  Lim popo and Zam besi r ive rs  - -  

Z im babw e  —  the  Mashona and M a ta b e le  peoples liv e d  in  peace 

fu l harm ony pursuing sim p le  econom ic liv e lih o o d s  e ith e r  in  a g r ic u l
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tu re  or m in in g . Thje-ru ie r o f  the  c o u n try  was L ob en gu la , K in g  o f

th e  M a ta b e le  and son o f a Z u lu  gen e ra l w ho  had led  h is peo p le  ou t 

o f South A fr ic a  in  the  fa c e  o f  the  a d va n c in g  w h ite  se ttle rs  w ho  w ere  

b en t on s u b ju g a tin g  th e  ind igenous in h a b ita n ts . Lobengu la  was 

th e re fo re  de te rm ine d  to  keep  o u t w h ite  se ttle rs  from  th is  te r r i to ry  i f  

a t a l l  p oss ib le . To th is  end he sought to  m ake an a ll ia n c e  w h ic h  

m ig h t fa c i l i t a te  th is  o b je c t iv e  p a r t ic u la r ly  as he was b e in g  besieged 

b y  B r it is h , G e rm a n , Portuguese and Boer contenders fo r  m in in g  co n 

cessions. O f  course , Rhodes’ own rep re sen ta tive  was am ong th e m , 

C harles  Rudd.

In flu e n ce d  b y  S ir S idney Shippard w ho  a t th e  tim e  was the  B ritish  

C om m issioner fo r  Bechuanaland (he was la te r  to  be rew arded  by  

Rhodes w ith  th e  cha irm ansh ip  o f the  B ritish  South A fr ic a  C om pany), 

Lobengu la  f in a l ly  awarded the  concession to  Rudd. A lth o u g h  a ll
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his e ffo rts  had been geared to  e x c lu d in g  and l im it in g  the  p e n e tra 

t io n  o f th e  w h ite  s e tt le r ,  the  concession e f fe c t iv e ly  g ran ted  u n re 

s tr ic te d  access to  the  w h ite  m an . This was made possib le  th rough  

p re m e d ita te d  and d is t in c t d is to r t io n  o f the  docum ent (the  concession 

c o n tra c t)  fa ls e ly  in te rp re te d  to  Lobengula  by  a m iss io na ry , the  Rev.

C . D . H e lm , w h o ,a p p o in te d  to  th is  task a t S h ippard 's  recom m enda

t io n ,  was a c tu a l ly  re c e iv in g  a g ra tu ity  o f L 200 a ye a r from  Rudd 

h im s e lf.

A d d it io n a l to  the  d e c e it  pe rpe tra te d  by Rhodes and Rudd in  c o m p lic i

ty  w ith  a fu n c t io n a ry  o f the  British  C row n and an agen t o f the  C h ris 

t ia n  C h u rch , Lobengu la  was to  re c e iv e  1 ,00 0  r if le s ,  1 00 ,000  rounds 

o f a m m u n itio n , a gunboat fo r  the  Zam besi (w h ich  neve r a rr iv e d ) and 

th e  sum o f L 100 per m on th . W ith  the  d isco ve ry  o f th e  d e c e p tio n , 

Lobengula  im m e d ia te ly  revoked  the  concession as w e ll as made re p 

re se n ta tion  to  the C ro w n . H ow e ver, here too  d u p lic i ty  tr ium phed  

and in  1889 Q u ee n  V ic to r ia  g ran ted  a Royal C ha rte r to  the  B ritish  

South A fr ic a  C om pany. Thus the  stage was set fo r th is  com pany to 

co n tro l Z im babw e  fo r the  next 33 years, w hen the  "P ionee r C o lu m n " 

ho isted  the  U n ion  Jack  a t M ount H arare (S a lisbury) on Septem ber 

12, 1890, to  run its own governm ent and p o lic e  (a un iqu e  pheno 

menon in  c o lo n ia l h is to ry ) and to  re c e iv e  ro ya lt ie s  from  m inera l 

e x p lo ita t io n .

Subsequent to  1890, a series o f " in c id e n ts "  and "d ispu tes" p ro v id ed  

th e  B ritish  South A fr ic a  Com pany w ith  a p re te x t fo r  h o s t i l i t ie s ,  the  

o b je c t iv e  b e in g , o f course , to fu rth e r c o n s o lid a te a th e ir  ru le .  N o r 

w ere  the  M a ta b e le  and the  M ashono co n te n t w ith  th is  s ta te  o f a ffa irs  

—  A fr ic a n  resentm ent tu rned  to  open re v o lt  on several occas ions , but 

In  each instance  a fte r  longe r o r shorte r periods o f armed c o n f l ic t  the  

A frica n s  w ere  d e fe a te d , e s p e c ia lly  in  p ro trac te d  c o n f lic ts  w h ich  w i t 

nessed the  use o f te c h n ic a l ly  superio r troops ca l led in  from  South A f r ic a .

The pa tte rn  o f a d m in is tra tiv e  ru le  was c lo s e ly  lin ke d  to  the  South 

A fr ic a n  p ra c t ic e . The p rin c ip le s  o f cash ta x a tio n  ( fo rc in g  th e  A fr ic a n

to  leave  his own im m ed ia te  env ironm en t and e nd e a vo r, and to  seek 

em ploym ent o ffe re d  by the  w h ite  s e tt le r  and on the  la t te r 's  te rm s), 

l im ita t io n  on land ow nersh ip  (by 1914, fo r  e xa m p le , 22%  o f the  to 

ta l land area had been a llo c a te d  to  A fr ica n s ; the  b a lan ce  was fo r

Europeans, most o f i t  e m p ty , a w a it in g  s e ttle r  im m ig ra t io n ) , and pass 

co n tro l in  s o -c a lle d  w h ite  areas (on e n te rin g  a s o -c a lle d  w h ite  a re a , 

the A fr ic a n  fin ds  h im se lf su b jec t to  a pass system as a means o f  c o n -
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tro l o ve r freedom  o f m ovem ent as w e ll  as o ve r freedom  o f em p loym ent) 

have  been th e  fu nd am en ta l basis in  the  p ra c tic e  o f race  d is c r im in a 

t io n  in  bo th  Southern Rhodesia and South A f r ic a .

Sentences o f up to  f iv e  years fo r  an A fr ic a n  c o n v ic te d  o f i l l i c i t  sexual 

re la t io n s  w ith  a w h ite  wom an w ere  p ro v id ed  in  the  Im m o ra lity  and In 

d e c e n c y  Suppression A c t o f 1903. H o w e ve r, th e re  was no p e n a lty  

im posed on a w h ite  man fo r  h av ing  i l l i c i t  re la tio n s  w ith  a b la c k  w om an. 

And though  th e re  is a dea th  p e n a lty  fo r  ra p e , i t  has neve r been imposed 

on a European.

A f te r  W o rld  W ar I ,  W ins ton  C h u rc h ill,a s  C o lo n ia l S ecre ta ry , proposed a 

re ferendum  to  th e  w h ite  se ttle rs  to  de te rm ine  w h e th e r Southern Rhodesia 

should  becom e a f i f t h  P rovince  o f th e  U n ion  o f South A fr ic a  o r re c e iv e  

s o -c a lle d  responsib le  governm ent under the  C ro w n . In O c to b e r  1922 

th e  w h ite  se ttle rs  o f  Southern Rhodesia by a vo te  o f 8 ,7 7 4  to  5989 chose 

s o -c a lle d  responsib le  g ove rnm en t. The c o u n try  was g iv e n  the  sta tus o f 

a "s e lf-g o v e rn in g  c o lo n y " .

P ra c t ic a lly  s p e a k in g , the  w h ite  s e tt le r  m in o r ity  had a ch ie ve d  p o l i t ic a l  

independence  n o tw ith s ta n d in g  the  fa c t th a t th e  B ritish  G ove rnm en t re 

served fo r  i ts e lf  the  r ig h t o f ve to  on le g is la tio n  as a sa feguard o f A fr ic a n  

r ig h ts , fo r  th is  pow er was never used in  the  39 years o f its  e x is ten ce  be 

fo re  i f  was abroga ted  b y  the  1961 C o n s titu tio n . From its in c e p tio n  i f  

was in v ite d  to  C om m onw ealth  Prime M in is te rs ' C on fe rences, a ltho ug h  

as a C o lo n y  i t  was not supposed to  co nd uc t its own fo re ig n  a ffa irs . And 

from  1925, re la tio n s  be tw een  th e  B ritish  G ove rnm en t and Southern Rho

desia  w ere  conducted  not th rough  the  C o lo n ia l O f f ic e  but th rough  the  

D om in ions O f f ic e  ( la te r  the  C om m onw ealth  R e la tions O f f ic e ) .  O f  

course , Southern Rhodesia a lso had its  own p o lic e  fo rc e  and m i l i t ia .

The S outhern  Rhodesian fran ch ise  has a lw ays been os ten s ib ly  "n o n - ra -  

c i a l " ,  th a t is , the  r ig h t to  vo te  has presum ably depended not on co lo r 

b u t ra th e r on  f in a n c ia l and e d u ca tio n a l q u a lif ic a t io n s . In p ra c t ic e , 

h o w e v e r, the  fran ch ise  has a lw ays  been m an ip u la ted  to  assure p o l i t ic a l  

pow er in  th e  hands o f th e  w h ite  s e tt le r .  Thus the  f in a n c ia l q u a li f ic a 

t io n  fo r  e l ig ib i l i t y  to  vo te  in  18 98 was 4 50  per yea r; in  1914 i t  was 

4 100; in  1951 4. 240; in  1961 4  720 and in  1968 4 960 . P a ren the ti

c a l ly ,  i t  shou ld  be noted  th a t A fr ic a n  wages in  1961, fo r  e xa m p le , 

ave raged  o n ly  4 87 per annum .

S c h o o lin g  is com pulsory  be tw een  the  ages o f 7 and 15 years, but o n ly
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fo r  n o n -A fr ic a n  c h ild re n . As in  the  U n ion  o f South A f r ic a ,  sch o o lin g  

fo r A frica n s  is s t r ic t ly  segregated and adm in is te red  b y  th e  N a t iv e  Edu

c a tio n  D epartm en t. S u ffice  i t  to  say th a t be tw een 1928 and 1964 o n ly  

94 A frica n s  had succeeded in  o b ta in in g  H igh School C e r t if ic a te s . In 

the  same period  o n ly  5 ,70 1  had com p le ted  fo u r years o f  secondary  ed 

u c a tio n . in 1965, fo r e xa m p le , the  per c a p ita  e xp e n d itu re  fo r  educa 

t io n  fo r  a w h ite  c h ild  app rox im a ted  4  113 a n n u a lly  as com pared to  

o n ly  about 4 9 .5 s  fo r  an A fr ic a n  c h ild .

O f  th e  d ive rse  d is c r im in a to ry  decrees enacted  by the  w h ite  s e tt le r  

m in o r ity  in  Southern R hodesia, the  most com prehensive  has been the
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Land A p p o rtio n m e n t A c t pu t in to  p ra c t ic e  in  1947. S im ila r to  the  

G ro u p  Areas A c t in  South A f r ic a ,  its  com prehensiveness consists not 

o n ly  in  th e  fa c t  th a t i t  governs res idence  as w e ll as use and o w n e r

sh ip  o f la n d , b u t a d d it io n a l ly  in  the  fa c t th a t i t  a ffe c ts  a lm ost a ll  

aspects o f th e  A fr ic a n 's  l i f e  — w here  he shou ld  l iv e ,  w here  and fo r 

whom  he m ay w o rk ,  w h e th e r o r no t he m ay t r a v e l,  and how and w here  

his c h ild re n  m ay be e d u ca te d . O r ig in a l ly ,  the  A c t reserved about 

49  m il l io n  acres fo r  purchase by  Europeans in c lu d in g ,  o f course , the  

most d eve lo pe d  urban areas and som ewhat o ve r 2 8 -1 /2  m il l io n  acres 

w ere  des igna ted  fo r  A fr ic a n  o c c u p a tio n ; n e a r ly  18 m il l io n  acres w ere  

le f t  u n a llo te d . A lth o u g h  m o d if ic a tio n s  w ere  e nac ted  in  subsequent 

years , the  p ro po rtio ns  rem ained b a s ic a lly  th e  same. The consequen

ce o f the  A c t upon its en fo rcem en t was to  fo r c ib ly  rem ove thousands 

o f A fr ic a n s  from  w ha t had been des ignated  as "E u ropean" land and 

at the  same tim e  w hen th e  e q u a lly  no to rious  N a t iv e  Urban A rea  A c 

co m o da tion  and R eg is tra tion  A c t was e n a c te d , to  in tro d u c e  a system 

o f passes fo r  a l l  A frica n s  w ho desired  to  v is i t  o r seek em p loym en t in  

a ny  urban a re a .

The g y ra tio n s  o f B ritish  im p e ria lism  assumed ye t ano the r ta c t ic  in  1953 

w ith  the  co n ce p t o f F e d e ra tio n . The F edera tion ,com prised  o f Southern 

Rhodesia (Z im b a b w e ), N o rth e rn  Rhodesia (Z a m b ia ) and N yasa land  

(M a la w i)  o s te n s ib ly  envisaged  a g re a te r f le x ib i l i t y  in  econom ic  in te r 

change and a s tra teg y  o f u n it in g  a ll  s e tt le r  forces in  the  concerned 

te r r ito r ie s  w ith  the  v iew  o f e s tab lish ing  a bas tion  in  C en tra l A f r ic a  to 

serve th e  vested in te re s t o f these same w h ite  s e ttle rs . N eedless to 

say, th e  ind igenous  p op u la tio ns  w ere  not consu lted ,and  in  fa c t Fede

ra tio n  m arked the  b e g in n in g  o f consc iou s ly  c o -o rd in a te d  a c t iv e  A f r i 

can p o lit ic s  in  C en tra l A f r ic a .  Indeed , i t  was d u rin g  the  re la t iv e ly  

b r ie f  e x is te n ce  o f F ed e ra tion  (The F edera tion  was d isso lved  in  D ecem 

b e r, 1963) th a t saw the  rise o f such F reedom -F igh ters  as Joshua N k o -  

m o, James C h ic k e re m a , G eorge  N yan do ro  and Jason M oyo  in  Z im 

b ab w e , K enneth  Kaunda and Simon Kapw epw e in  Z a m b ia  and M asau- 

ko H enry  C h ipem bere  and Kanyam a C hium e in  M a la w i,  e t c . ,  e tc .

A lth o u g h  th e  id e o lo g y  o f  the  F edera tion  was presum ably based on 

ra c ia l "p a rtn e rs h ip " i t  w as, in the  words o f Lord M a lv e rn , the p a r t

nersh ip  "be tw een  horse and r id e r " ,  the  fo rm e r, o f course , b e in g  the  

A fr ic a n . The fia sco  o f F ed e ra tion  w h ich  was c h a ra c te r ize d  by  a 

series o f d is tu rbances f in a l ly  led to  the  recom m endation  by the  Dev 

lin  Com m ission o f the r ig h t o f secession fo r  the  th ree  te rr ito r ie s .
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O n  Septem ber 12, 1957, th e  Southern Rhodesia A fr ic a n  N a t io n a l 

Congress (SR AN C ) was form ed w h ic h  in  tu rn  coopera ted  w ith  the  Z a m 

b ia  A fr ic a n  Congress and th e  M a la w i A fr ic a n  N a t io n a l C ongress.

These th re e  L ib e ra tio n  M ovem ents in  C e n tra l A fr ic a  w ere  banned on 

February  19, 1959. In Z im b a b w e , Edgar W h ite h e a d , the  m in o r ity  

w h ite  s e tt le r  p re m ie r o f th e  s o -c a lle d  Southern Rhodesia hastened to  

pass tw o  p ieces o f le g is la tio n  —  the  U n la w fu l O rg a n iz a tio n s  A c t 

and th e  P reven tive  D e te n tio n  A c t .

The N a t io n a l D em ocra tic  Party (N D P ) was c o n s titu te d  in  S a lisbury  

on Ja nu a ry  1, 1960 to  re p la ce  th e  banned S R A N C . O n e  o f its  

p r in c ip a l demands was the  res to ra tio n  o f the  s o ve re ig n ty  o f the  A f r i 

can p e o p le . This was coup led  w ith  the  c a te g o r ic a l re c o g n it io n  o f 

B r ita in  as the  c o lo n iz e r  w h ic h  m eant th a t pow er had to  be dem anded 

o f her and no t o f her se ttle rs  w ho w ere  ch a ra c te r iz e d  as m e re ly  agents 

a c tin g  on b e h a lf o f B r ita in .

A t the  end o f 1961, in  D ecem ber, Edgar W h ite he ad  banned the  re c e n t

ly  form ed N D P . A lm ost im m e d ia te ly  —  on D ecem ber 17, 1961, Josh

ua N kom o launched  the  Z im babw e  A fr ic a n  Peoples U n io n  (Z A P U ), 

v ig o ro u s ly  c o n tin u in g  and a c t iv a t in g  th e  p o lic ie s  o f th e  banned N D P . 

Am ong its  f ir s t  acts was its  p ledge  to  b o y c o tt th e  w h ite  m in o r ity  

s e tt le r  e le c tio n s  th a t w ere  to  be he ld  the  fo l lo w in g  y e a r, in  D ecem 

b e r, 1962. A t the  same tim e , ZA P U  d e c la re d  th a t w h a te ve r the  

fo rm , the  leade rsh ip  w o u ld  never co n s titu te  ano the r p o l i t ic a l  p a r ty  

regardless o f a ny  bans the  w h ite  m in o r ity  ru lin g  c liq u e  m ay im pose.

I t  was a lso a t th is  tim e  th a t the case o f  the  so -ca l led Southern Rhode

sia  was presented a t the U n ite d  N a tio n s , w here  B r ita in  was c r it ic iz e d  

fo r  he r c o lo n ia l and ra c ia l p o l ic y  and was c a lle d  upon to  g ra n t in d e 

pendence on th e  p r in c ip le  o f "one m an, one v o te " .

O n  N ovem ber 11, 1965, Ian Sm ith a fte r  a s o -c a lle d  series o f a lle g e d  

d iffe re n ce s  and quarre ls  be tw een Sa lisbury  and London p ro c la im e d  fo r  

Southern Rhodesia a "U n ila te ra l D e c la ra tio n  o f Independence ' (U D I) . 

The B ritish  G o v e rn m e n tta c tic a lly a n d  p ro m p tly  denounced the  d e c la ra 

t io n  as an a c t o f  re b e ll io n ,  imposed "v o lu n ta ry "  econom ic sanctions , 

bu t th e  im port and e xpo rt o f Rhodesian goods co n tin ue d  w ith o u t in te r 

fe re nce  th rough ports o f the  U n ion  o f South A f r ic a . Among the  f ir s t  

acts o f  the  s e lf-s ty le d  independen t w h ite  m in o r ity  s e tt le r  governm ent 

was the  e la b o ra tio n  o f more a p a rth e id -ty p e  law s, in s t itu t io n  o f press 

censorship and more rep re ss ive  p o l i t ic a l  le g is la t io n . N o  o f f ic ia l  

f ig u re  fo r  the  to ta l num ber o f p o l i t ic a l  p risoners, de ta inees and re -
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s tr ic te e s  has e v e r been re le a se d , b u t th e  Z A P U  estim ates th a t a p p ro x i

m a te ly  5 0 ,0 0 0  peo p le  have  been d e ta in e d  fo r  v a ry in g  periods o f  tim e  

d u rin g  th e  last ten  years . Inhuman c o n d it io n s  o f im prisonm ent and 

th e  to r tu re  o f  prisoners in  o rd e r to  p rocure  in fo rm a tio n  have been con 

firm e d  b y  d ive rse  in v e s tig a tin g  team s.

S ix months be fo re  UD! was d e c la re d , b u t o b v io u s ly  w hen  plans fo r  such 

a d e c la ra t io n  w ere  u n d o u b te d ly  a lre a d y  co m p le te d , Ian Sm ith p u b lic ly  

c a lle d  fo r  a m il i ta r y  a ll ia n c e  be tw een  South A f r ic a ,  Southern Rhode

s ia , and P o rtu g a l. For some tim e  p r io r  to  th is  open c a l l ,  rumors had 

persisted bo th  in  South A fr ic a  as w e ll as abroad th a t such an a ll ia n c e  

a lre a d y  e x is te d , p ro b a b ly  on an in fo rm a l basis. S u ff ic ie n t ev id en ce  

o f m il i ta r y  co o p e ra tio n  a lre a d y  e x is te d . For th e  f ir s t  t im e , in  1960, 

Southern Rhodesian arm y u n its  p a r tic ip a te d  in  South A fr ic a n  tra in in g  

e xe rc ise s . M i l i t a r y  m issions from  both South A fr ic a  and th e  th en  exis

te n t F ed e ra tion  v is ite d  Lourencjo M arques, c a p ita l o f M oza m b iqu e , a t 

the  in v i ta t io n  o f th e  Portuguese a rm y command and to ok  p a rt in  t r a in 

ing  exerc ises in v o lv in g  abou t 2 ,6 0 0  m en. Inc luded  in  th is  exerc ise  
was p a ra tro o p  tra in in g .
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A d d it io n a lly ,  upwards o f 4 ,0 0 0  South A fr ic a n  troops are engaged in  

a c t iv e  com bat aga ins t Z A P U /A N C  g u e rr illa s  in  Z im b a b w e . O th e r 

South A fr ic a n  troops are  in  M o z a m b iq u e  aga ins t FR E L IM O , in A ngo la  

aga ins t M PLA  and in  N a m ib ia  aga ins t SW APO . Southern Rhodesian, 

troops have also been seen in  M ozam b ique  and in  1968 a Southern Rho

desian m il i ta ry  h e lic o p te r  was downed by  M PLA p a tr io t ic  fo rces in  A n 

g o la . Needless to  say , c o lla b o ra tio n  among the  p o lic e  fo rces o f the 

th re e  governm ents has extended  beyond the  usual p ro to co l courtes ies.

B ritish  p o lic y  in  the  s o -c a lle d  Southern Rhodesia is in te rp re te d  by 

A frica n s  as u nq ue s tion ab ly  an a lig n m e n t o f B r ita in  on th e  side o f 

w h ite  suprem acy and p o l i t ic a l  re a c tio n  in the  Southern A fr ic a n  

s tru g g le . There are to d a y  a p p ro x im a te ly  400 B ritish  com panies w ith  

su bs id ia ry  o r associa ted  com panies in  South A fr ic a  and n e a rly  200 

w ith  subs id ia ry  or associated com panies in  Southern Rhodesia. In 

c lud ed  are the  g ian ts  o f B ritish  in d u s try , such as IC I ,  S h e ll,  B ritish  

P e tro leum , B ritish  Leyland M o to r H o ld in g s , Im pe ria l Tobacco  and 

the  D un lop  Rubber Com pany among m any o the rs . Southern Rhode

s ia 's  w e a lth  is co nce n tra ted  in to b a c c o , ch rom e, g o ld , asbestos, 

e tc .  G ia n ts  o f U n ite d  States in d u s try  are also o f course to  be 

found in  Southern R hodesia. Among these are Burroughs M a ch in e s , 

C a lte x , P fize r, C o n tin e n ta l O re , G oodyea r T ire  & R ubber, M in 

nesota M in in g ,  N a t io n a l Cash R eg ister, U n ion  C arb id e  and V a na 

d ium  C o rp . Fore ign  investm en t in  Southern A fr ic a  thus cons titu tes  

a fo rm id a b le  fo rce  in d ire c t support fo r  the  status q uo .

N o r  has the tran s fo rm a tio n  o f UDI to  a R epub lic  in  M arch  o f 1970 

a lte re d  the  s trugg le  in  Z im b a b w e . O u r F reedom -F igh ters  are s t i l l  

be ing  h un ted , im prisoned and to rtu re d  in  a c o m p le te ly  fa s c is tic  

m anner. We know our enem y and we know th a t because he is 

p o w e r fu l,  we fa ce  a b it te r  and p ro tra c te d  s tru g g le . W e a re  d e 

te rm ined  and ded ica te d  to  the  lib e ra t io n  o f our peo p le  and we 

stand firm  in  th is  com m itm ent. The s trugg le  fo r  Z im b ab w e  lib e ra 

t io n  is p a rt o f the la rge r s trugg le  o f Southern A fr ic a  —  o f A n g o la , 

M ozam b ique  and South A f r ic a .  U n t il Southern A fr ic a  is f re e , a ll  

o f free  A fr ic a  is th re a te n e d .

The Z im babw e  A fr ic a n  Peoples U n ion  o ffe rs the  o n ly  e f fe c t iv e  le a d 

ersh ip  to  the B lack m en, women and c h ild re n  o f our land fo r s tru g g le . 

O u r leaders have proved them selves and have ju s t ly  earned the  respect 

and co n fid en ce  o f the masses. The bas ic  p r in c ip le s  g u id in g  Z A P U  

a ffo rd  each m an, woman and c h ild  irre sp e c tive  o f c o lo r  an equal
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o p p o r tu n ity  to  jo in  in  the  common task o f re a p in g  the  b e n e fits  o f 

s o c ie ty  jo in t ly .

Z A P U  is d e c id e d ly  n o n - ra c ia lis t  and is s p e c if ic a l ly  co m m itte d  aga ins t 

a n y  fo rm  o f ra c ia l d is c r im in a tio n  —  in  fa c t ,  i t  is proud to  co u n t in  

its  ranks C h in e se , In d ia ns , C o loureds and progressive W h ite s  —  th e re  

is am p le  room fo r  a l l  men and wom en o f good w i l l  and fa i r  p r in c ip le s . 

The d e c is iv e  hou r is app ro ach in g  w hen e v e ry  Z im b ab w ea n  regardless 

o f c o lo r  must m ake h is c h o ic e  —  to  l iv e  on his knees o r to  stand up and 

f ig h t  fo r  his in a lie n a b le  rig h ts  and i f  need b e , to  d ie  fo r  them .

O u r s logan is : "FORW ARD EVER —  BACKW ARD N EVER "J

This pam ph le t was f ir s t  pub lished  b y  the  

N a t io n a l H eadquarters In fo rm a tio n  Bureau 

o f Z A P U , Box 1657, Lusaka, Z a m b ia , and 

issued by  th e  Z A P U  M iss io n , Box 4201, 

Zone  4 ,  H ava na , C uba .
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