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| -Meméi'dndum” subnmtted to theé -

- Bi‘étis:h‘_ﬂPrih_wi Minister by the. - '-.' -

© J.R.D. CHIKEREMA .
1 Deputy Plj'e'_sidénf -Czeneral e L — T o .

N Sepiemiber 9, 1964, conversa: =+ - || Zimbabwe African People’s - .-
7" tions .concerning independence - 1~ A ' —

for Southern Rhodesia under exclu-, - - -“__"' sl Unwn (ZAPU) I C o

sive Seftler ‘Minority rule ‘were con-.
cluded between the British Prime .- ..
Minister, Mr. Ian Smith. )
These conversations were- embo-
died in- a communique released for . -
. publication to the Press’on the 11th *
Septembet, 1964. The text of - this
communique, which was the subject

of some considerable. haggling be- . {
tween the two Prime Ministers, is; - -
as follows:=- ISIES

H . “Tﬁér@fwas a full discussion of ’

all ‘aspects of the problem of inde- 3.
pendence for. Southern Rhodesia. ) ;
The Prime.Minister- of Southern . * .. 1,

.. the grant 0f independence on the
. basis of the Present Constitution. .
The 'British Prime| Minster ' re." .

. stated and explained the position

_ of the British, Government- as al-

ready, ~stated’ in - Parliament” - -

.+ “The - British Prime"‘Min_is’ter )

i tonveyed- fo the Primie Minister

of Southern Rhodesia’ the views' .

" expressed at the meeting of the '
Commonwealth - Prime . Ministers -
Conference in July- as set out .in :
their Final Communique; ~The. -«
Prime Minjster of Southern Rho- LI
desia for his part made it clear

. that he did not feel bound by any "

o . of the statements made at the. ..

Prime Miniéters Meeting to which ..~ .~

he ‘had not been invited.” *‘The

British Prime Minister told thé B B } S

Prime Minister of Southren Rho- .  Joshua Nkomo, detainéd nationalist leader of Zimbabwe. .

r; * Rhodesia “expanded his case- for . .

desia that the British- Government

looked forward to the day whem .
Southern” Rhodesia .would, take . . T s
“her place as an independent’ So- | " eIl e T e e
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. .
vereign' State .within‘ the Com-
.monwealth.? - - o

. % «For their part they were an-
- xious that this should come about
as soon as practicable.”

«The British’ Prime - Minister

_said lhat the British Government
anust be satisfied that~any basis

“on which it was proposed that in-.
should be granted -

.dependence sh
was acceptable to -the people of
the country as a whole.” '
“The Prime Minister of South-
ern Rhodesia accepted that inde-
pendence must be based on gene-
ral consent and - stated “that he
- was convinced that the majority
" of the population supported his
- request for independence on the
basis of the present.Constitution
and - franchise. The British Prime

- Minister took note of the State-"
sdid, that the British”

ment. but
Govérnment -had as yet no evi:

" dence that this was.the case. The .

Prime Minister of Southern Rho-
desia recognised that the British
Government were entitled to be
satisfied -about this and
he would consider “how best it
could be -demonstrated 50 that
independence could be granted.”

‘«The British Prime Minister
said that the British .Government

would. take account.of any views .

which might be freely expressed
.- by the population on the issues

_ involved; but he must . take . it..

plain that the British Government
. reserved their position.”:

_Certain very obvious “conditions
emerge as fundamental
sites of the
this. Communique.

(1) Independence can be granted

" only on-the-basis of -acceptance by
the country as a whole. .

" (2) Thé majority of the popula-’

_ tion has. to bé consulted.

(3) The consultation of the ma- ;
the rteferendum Wwill assist to .put:

jority of the population should - be
- ¢onducted in conditions and . cir-

cumstances. which permit of free-
dom of expression, freedom of com-
munication, and movement.

- (4)" The British . Government had
as yet no evidence in support of Mr.
an Smith’s claim that the majority
of the population supported his re-
quest for independence on the basis
of  the present Congtitution ~ and
franchise. [ '
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said that -

pre-requi- -
Rgferendum in terms of

" We ‘cannot take it

~

(5 Mrlan Smith recognised that

. the British Government werce enfi-

tled to be satisfied about this claim.
In' other words evidence must be

forthcoming that the .majority, ie. .

Africans support the Rhodesia Gov-

ernment’s request for independence-

on the basis of the Present Consti-
that the referendum was
conducted in such- manner and in

cans, the majority, were given a free
and untrammelled opportunity  to
say, and to record their “Ayes” or
“Noes”. * ’
* (6) That

is over, and Mr. Smith presents his

results to the British Government, -

the British Government reserves its
position. : <

BRITAIN'S DUTY.

it is perfectly reasonable to.pos-
tulate that it is recessarily inherent
in the nature of this reservation that
should the British Government be

not satisfied. that the majority of- .

the .population were not properly
consulted,
was a fake, elementary justice would
require that the British Government
turn down Mr. Smith’s request, for
independence. Not only that, Mr.

Smith’s Government~ would ~have -
proved to employ . cheating . pra:&_

tices.in order to achieve its declar

objectives;  the perpetual - mainte-

jitnee of a system of serfdom over.

the majority of the indigenous po-
pulation by a minority foreign set-
tler regime. . T e

Ch:apter I )

" Let us now examine how and the’

circumstances in- which the referen-
duin was conducted.: "~ "
_A_resume of the “background to

the matter in clearer” perspective.

_the world knows about the Southern
‘Rhodesia problem. But no. doubt
informed people will be aware that
it is one of the most agitated Colo-
nial political issues of the' contem-
porary era, and, indeed up to' now
the highest world Council, the UN.

stands seized -of this issue. It will |

be recalled that the matter of South-

such circumstances that the Afri--

" ready and willing to co-operate with
when tﬁe referentviur"nv

“they might be in co-operating With |

ie. that the referendum »

" £450.

for .granted that

A

ern Rhodesia is- presently under the |-
consideration of the UN. Commit-
tee- on Colonialism. . i

. CONSTITUTION REJEC’[‘ED -

1. The 1961 Southern Rhodesia
Constitution was overwhelmingly re-
jected by the ‘African’ people of
Southern Rhodesia almost to a man.
1t is not unusual that in the circums-
tances of a popular national move:.
ment, a few quislings can be .found

the. oppressor: Most countries do, }
and have experienced this. But in’

‘Southern Rhodesia it would be quite |
fair to say that that forlorn class. of |
people however . well intentioned |:

the. oppressor to work the 1961. [;
Constitution, constitute the except- |
jon that.proves the rul¢, i.e. the 1961 |

Constitution - was overwhelmingly
rejected. o e .
The reasons for its rejections-are

basically these: . S
(a) Out of a total of 65 seats in |
. the Legislative ‘Assembly- the - |
. European ‘minority has: 50
are elected |

. seats. -
(b)) The Europeans :
_ «on one Roll the A Roli, the |

. Africans. on a separate Roll,
2 the B Roll. . S
The franchise is based on income }
and property qualification, the qua-.
lifications for the ‘A’ ‘Roll being
very high, the maximum: require-
ment being income £720 p.a., Of,

jmmovable property valued £1,500

plus literacy. . .
The qualifications for _the - ‘B’
Roll aximum being income of not
less than £240 p.a. of, ownership
of --immovable - property valued at

There are other pettifogging de-
ails of -the franchise quaflifications,
But the principle ‘of .the !system  is
to exclide Africans in any effective
numbers from the ‘A’ Roll ‘and to
retain the majority of the Europeans
on ;that roll. -. T

Tt was estimated that in 1962 only
564! -Africans qualified for the ‘A’
Roll - whereas the Europeans were
87,000. The natural order of things
is -thus reversed and an absurdly
oppressive situation obtains in which

B _Continued on page 11




RHODESIA =
| Continued from page 6 - a

| the mmont)ll becomes the ma’jority.f
Moreover,
fications are enacted by’ reference to-
income and’ property ‘and that there
is an :accompanying provisios
whéreby the income and. property.
qualifications can be raised .withou

reference to the peope by decree
makes - the franchise arrangements

] frecly at the disposal of- the South-
“eri Rhodesia’
matter of fact, [
denial of poltical rights to.the ma-
jority of the people in Southern
Rhodesia, is the history of the rais-
2 g of the franchise property quali~
14 fications. - _ . i
~ The.average annual earnings’ of
Africans in Southern Rhodesia ‘are
_£114; whereas the average annual
1 earning }6f Europeans is £1,217..
‘In fact these income -and property
1" qualifications were raiseq__recer_ltly
- in September, this year, 2 subject

its proper place. . . _
" (b) The Constitution contains a
Bill of Rights which. in terms of the
actual operation of this Constitution,
‘nroved to: be illusory. ‘While

is ‘now proved :
it purports to declare and confer
rights on the one hand, life,

liberty, security of the person, the

property and -
protection| of the law, freedom of
expression, of assembly and-associa-
tion, freedom of conscience, . respect
“for private and ‘family life, on the
other hand, these- purported rights
can be taken away at any time,
should the government consider 1t
necessary to do so in the nterests of
the so-called defence, public safety

or, public. order.

Our own ,experier.lcq .of the
" application of this' purported Bill
" of Rights is . that insofar:;as the

~ vely in the hands of a minority and
‘the majority -is for effective” and

practical purposes- virtually disén-

frafichised, the ~provisions relating.

safety, ‘public order, have been used
- as -means 1o choke the popular.

the fact that these quali-

“a durable ‘instrument of -oppression,

Government, As a.
the history. of the -

1 which shall. be dealt with Tater in -

. powers of Government - arg. exclust- .

to the interests of defence, ‘public .

national movement, by banishments,
. proscriptions and detentions.
Concentration Camps, - Whawha

aiid . Gona Kudzingwa have been:

‘erected to which nationalists ‘have
been rusticated. .

. It is " perfectly true to say.at no
- other time .in the history of this

country and directly as-a result of”

this - cohstitution (with its- Bill of
" Rights!) has there been a greater
number of political prisoners, Oppo-
nents of the minority regime, in
gaols and concentration camps.
. There are innumerable examples,
two-of which we give as typical,
graphic, yet melancholy refutations
of any claim tl
protects or guaramtess amy of the
rights that is supposed to confer. ’
Tn terms of this Constitution, 2

“Constitutional Council -exists which -

is .charged - specifically with. the

task - of watchdog of the Bill .of
Rights and to make adverse reports :

to the Government of the day on
legislation which is inconsistent

- with the Bill of Rights. ~ -

. Among the chief props for the
deprivation of the African popula-
- tion of land and reduction to setfdom
is a piece of legislation entitled the

Land Apportionment. This nomenc--

lature is a misnomer because in

actual - fact the purpose -of the -

“measure is"to deprive African . of
land and to

o - European settlement. It was passed
] : cogmderable tracts .of
land were ‘taken ‘over the years from

in 1930 and

. To mention only a few specific

instances of - ejection of Africans

_ from their. traditional homes and.

the settlement of Europeans therein:
Rhodesdale - Estate, - Lancashire
‘Estates’ and Matopos.

Southern .~ Rhodesia _ Governrient

* was. bound to, make a shamefaced

admission of . the results of this Act
in these words: . . . - )
“The’ division of land under the
Act is completely unfair to Afri-

~ reserved for 2% million Africans,
whereas” 48 million acres are

reserved © - for  about 200,000

)

Europeans.’
(Southern
Assembly second

Rhodesia Legislative

that this Constitution

assign such land for -

JIn 1960 the.

" cans in that 42 million acres .are.

report of the

\\:>>

Select’ Comihiftes on Résettle’ﬁnent L

of Natives, 1960, page 49.) -
The land both urban and, farm-

-land, is ‘zomed completely - into "

.séparate  Eiiropean - and ~African -

. InMarch, 1964, the Constitutional -
Council - ¢xamined this Legislation
and made its adverse report to, the
Government of the day to the effect -
that the measure is inconsistent with.
the Bill of Rights. IR
_ As the ‘Act is a‘corerstone of the
~ Government’s: principles and poli-
cies, its reply-to the Constitutional
" Council’s Report, was to. the effect - -
that the Land Apportionment will
remain as intact as-ever before.
- The _provision’rega.rding.freedom :
.of .speech was made 2 complete.
mockery " Of -
in “the Colony which, up to a point,*
“catered for the views of the African
National- Movement was “barnned
“sn the. interests of public security.
or safety.” : - :

Thus in. the name of this very -

. Bill of Rights, the majority of ‘the
population - in Southern Rhodesia
today are without a political party,
" without. a public vehicle.of opinion,:
and all political leaders incarcefated
in gaols ‘and concentration camps.. -

* Past British Governments vaunted

.'antiﬁued on next page -

'NON - ALIGNED

. .-(_Cominued:-;‘fr,om brevig.)us pagej'

scientific and- technological achieve-
.ment. It is thus the duty of all na- .
tions big or. small, weak.or power- -
“ful, .rich or ‘poor, developed or de-
veloping, - to - assist in epsuring to- .
man peace ‘with himself and the.
world._ - : o ’
_All-our”efforts should- contribute
 to the general cause of maintaining
world peace against wars of aggres-
sion, against imperialism, against
‘colonialism -and neo-colonialism. -

/| 'grapple with these problems. Let us -
accept the ~challenge honestly, in-
corruptibly, boldly. and fearlessly.
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of - when the  only paper "

. The world is watching-us, as we -



Do : ‘ Presiaent Nkrumah of Ghana ﬁdrésses African nationalists in Accra. He said
5 . recently ; “‘neo-colonialism has created a situation in’ Africa in which the only.
- way to fight and. eradicate it is by armed revolution and guerilla struggle . o

‘this Constitu‘ti_('in as the
a multi-racial : society in Southemn
- Rhodesia. The greater majority of
the African population 'rejected it
for what it truly is in substance—an
instrument for the perpetuation of
--serfdom. We have no more rights
‘and. liberties urder this constitution
tham. serfs had’ in the baronial

", society of:the middle ages.
- It is clear: from our: perilous :

experience that the harshmess of the

 Southern Rhodesia_political system
" indicates.the old established maxim

that the true support for Constitu- - -

tional guarantess and rights is

universal adult stffrage, the only .

way ‘of cnsuring that -Government
 rests on the consent of the governed:
The future security of the minority
. settlers lies in an honourabletrans-
ference of power . now instead- of
‘prolonging a: foundation.-on which
“they .- are- bound ‘to.. crash with

irretrievable ‘losses in :correspon-

-dence to the prolongation. "

It is no wonder that the Ian

" Smith - Government of Southern
‘Rhodesia desire independence - on
_ the basis of -this Constitution.
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solvent (_):f‘

As- is public knowledge the
rejection "of this Constitution' was

followed by a sustaified campaign.

"at the United Nations. Only ‘as

recently as 25 April, 1964, Mr. G. .
Nyandoro;

General * | Secretary,

Z/APU., urging the rejection’ of

thig

Constitution recoinmended to

the Committee of 24 at UN. as
follows: DR

P

Obtain immediately from the
UK. Government the release

- of Mr. Joshua Nkomo and all

7

the Nationalist political pri-

_soners. ) )

"Demand from . Britain the
_repeal of the present constitu-.
tion. ' B

. Demand from Britain - the
implementation of all the-past
- U.N. . resolutions

calling” for'

an .immediate constitutional

_ conference - with ~the'  specific

purpose -of fransferring power
to the majority under one man,
one vote. s

. Call for a convention of the
Security Council to implemment
the ;&eolu-tious of the-U.N.

1In response to a series-of resolu-
-tions" and. recommendations of the
United. Nations, which “established
the responsibility of Great Britain
in and over Southern Rhodesia and
urging Great Britain as the sovereign
power to -take ‘steps t0 effect con-
stitutional arrangements acceptable
to the majority of the population,
_previous - British Governments 1ot
only offered temacious resistances,
“but togk - the position that - Britain
cannot’ intervene in
affairs of .Southern Rhodesia, thus
indicating ~ to. the latter -that- they
had complete licence to deal with
the Africans as they liked. -

The issue was’
~in" the capitals. of Comnionwealth
countries, and as a result, at. the
_ Commonwealth ! Prime  Ministers

Conference in July /1964, the pro-
blem was discussed. - - :
y - The-. - Commonwealth . Prime
Ministers were concerned to find
ways and means to hasten constitu-
tional progress within ~Southérn
Rhodesia toward majority rule. Thay
recognised that respensibility for the
. Constitutiondl . progréss towards

the internal’

seriously canvassed.
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| expregsing what we

.independence ‘of - Southern Rh()de,sia‘;
d must: remain with :Great Britain.’
1 'and - the .grant. of .independence

would not be made before Southern
Rhodesia “had " acl/x_ieved/ “majority

They reconmmended that- constitu-
tional . progress should be ‘worked
out by early agreement " between-
representatives of the various poli-
tical parties in Southern Rhodesia
which .would' naturally include the
African party. . They ~were “.also
concerned ~ that  the" - Southern
Rhodesia. Government might try.
to avoid & solution of its- internal
problems ' by’ making a unilateral

1 declaration of independence.
i  Mr. {an ' Smith, the ‘Southern
Rhodesia Prime Minister was not - .
{ iavited to the Conference. This was
{ properly so, because the - majority
4. 5f the Commonwealth ‘Prime Minis-
| ters objected to his presence.

The Conference is 2 Conference
of heads of sovereign- states. And as
they recognised . that Great Britain
ultimate responsibility 'for constitu-
tional . matters -in. “and over the
Colony and as the Southern Rho-
desia Government by their treason-

l{ able utterances of a unilateral de-

1 Claration of independence were not

in a frame. of mind to contribute
constructive at - this «Con-
ference, we . think it was only right
“that Mr. In Smith shouid he put
in . his proper place inasmuch for
the. head of a local
authority would be: presurnptiously.
arrogant by threatening not o <o-
_operate with the sovereign authority

in order to achieve illegal objectives..
it is -rather ironical that a man .

whose Government rests On the very_

negation of consent and consulta-
tion of the majority should be heard
10 complair that he was not invjted
to put_ his|views at the - Common-
wealth Prime Ministers Conference.
Perhaps ‘we “might
ing | consider in all
the circumstances to be perfectly
fair comment -that it is in the habit
of people; who have. long been

| exercised-in the arts of tyranny to
1 think that only their views matter.
1 and to act that way.. T
Y || Subsequent to the Commonwealth "
] Prime Ministers ~Conférence, - Mr.
. [ ; IR

i

i

power . has the -

be .excused for ..

: 10 -per

Tan. Smith. was irivited -to- g0 . to

London - in -order: that “the™ British
Government: - might - - communicate

-jts views to’ Mr. Stnith as leader of
“the: local settlers. i o ’

: Havmg sketched this 'l;hékvgrouﬁd‘

the Referendum _falls to be . seen

“in its clear though sordid perspective.
Firstly,: it will" have been- evident

from the. foregoing that insofar as
Mr. Smith’s claim that the majority
of the population desire indepen-
dence under the present Constitu-

" tion, -we cannot be accused -of using

unduly intemperate language if we
dismiss this claim as we do mow
without any further repetition in the

" most appropriate words—a fantastic

lie.

o Séco_nd,lj:, the Southern Rhodesia

Government repudiated any sugges
tion of consulting -the majority of

. the populatiou.' :

In the very constitution undef -

which “his government “is  seeking
independence, " there is 2 provision,
Section 108, - -which’ specifically
provides -for the participation: of
‘Africans in a referendum in circum-

‘stances in which it is sought to

bring about fundamental charnges in
the - constitution. - - : '

" - On October 8,-1964, the Southern
Rhodesia Government initiated a" -

measure, -‘the Referendum Bill,

‘which specified that only tHose who - -

were enrolled on. the' A and B Rolls
would be entitled to vote in this
referendum. ’ S,

Prior to this, in thc week ending
September 12, 1964, the -income
qualifications _for _the ‘franchise
were raised, The minimum quali-
fications ‘for the A Roll are now

.£330 per annum for an individual

with 4. yeais secondary _schooling.
For the B Roll a minimum of £132
per annum plus two years. secondary
schooling. The average annual wage
of the Africans.is £114 and -the
Furopeans . £1,217.° Even ¢
Rhodesia Herald, itself. the -power-
ful. votary = of Settler . Minority
‘interests was moved: 0 comment
thus: - - - ST
- “Both_ increases -are. more than
qualifications’ for .the vote. ‘have
_-been: raised. There, -is. however,

“for “what it ~substantially
- Constitutional Fraud..

the

cent. by which the means .

|
i
i
N

one ‘difference.” The- average’
" European ‘wage is stll above, and
..the . average African wage still
“ below; . the. minimum needed to’
. qualify for:the vote on either roll.” -
in: rather. - euphemistic undertones
the paper went on:’ .
-#Mr. Smith haspledged that he,
would not fry to ‘pull a fast one.’-
. Naturally not: - The Prime-Minis- -
ter could not‘lend himself to any -

’ ,-c()nstitutidnal-‘ffraud; and in any - .

. case - he - is ~content  to have

"..observets.”” .

‘When: it is realised -that- (1) only
a handful of Africans are registered
voters (2) the referendum Bill bar-
red the rest of the African majority
from . participating in the- referen- .
dum, by whatever: words you des-

- cribe it, the Southern Rhodesia

Government’s miethod of . conduct-
ing the referendum: revealed itself
was—A

‘In the course of enacting the.

" Referendum Bill which hecame ‘an

Act_ on. 15th ~October, 1964, Dr,
Arhn Pally oné of the European in-
dependents_in , this Legislature had
this to say during one-of the debates
on this measure: . . "
“Jnder'no, circumstances did the
Government .wish the true and
effective opinion of ‘the ‘African
people to be. known.” - L
Even Mr. C. Hlabangana, one’ of

Head-Welensky- party (2 . well-
known supporter of White Minority -~
rule) decried the moves of the pre-
sent Government in no uncertain
terms.: o o .
“No African . will. support inde-
pendence under the present Con-
stitution.”™"" ’ e
Thirdly, Having excluded-the ma-
jority: from -the normal
machinery,. how did t Southern
Rhodesia Governmeny/go about -the -
task of testing theif opinion?
(2) ‘Mr.  Smith declared " that he
would ‘test African opinion through .
Chiefs” and" he would: -seek 'the -
opinions of gnth_ropologists.,"

] As regards the Chiefs :
l

“The Chiefs, whichever way .youj _

~Jook: at- their position, are in effect,

i
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an arm of the civil service. By the-

_ provisions of the Native Affairs
_ ‘Act, they come directly under the
Ministry of Tnternal Affairs. They
-are%on;inned in office by the Gov-

. ernor i Council,-and may.-be dis-.
R missed by the same. (There are "seve--

missed: from office; for refusing to -
be pliable instruments of the Gov-~

ernment in the implementation of
jts oppressive ineasures of which

the most gallant s Chief Mangwe-

" ‘nde. Because of their refugal to co- .
operate - Chiefs- ‘Musana,. ‘Makope

and Mangwende were deposed and

. placed under restriction at Gona-
kuadzingwa. . ' .
PUPPET CHIEFS

Their salaries -are paid directly

. by Government.. - o

“From May, 1964,

_Rhodesia Government began to lay

erhphasis on the i

favour with the jefs. A select

group, was sent.on a world tour, .

- ostensibly’ .t0 study- agricultural
methods. In Southern. Rhodesia the

_Chiefs have little or nothing to 4o

‘with the admiinistration Of Agricul: -

ture which in fact in African areas

" comes under the day to day super--

*vision of Land Development Offi-
cers. It is therefore perfectly rea-
sonable to draw the inference that
- this “agricultural study tour” was

planned by the Government in the-

light of anticipation of the referen-
" dum scheme from their exchange of
- correspondence with the British
. Government. - o
. Clearly .enough, the Chiefs were
. being ' prepared ‘in
_ tour having been finished and’ upon
Mr. Smith’s return from Iondon,
their basic | wage. was incteased

from :£16 to-£60.per month with -

not inconsiderable perks in the bar-
gain, a land rover, petsol allowance,
5ad the use and enjoyment of pro-

" ceeds from fines in the Chiefs Court.

Were this. ordinary _corruption
one would condemn it by analogy
perhaps to the «rotten borough sys-
tem” insEngland in the 18th and

19th° Centuries. But,’ this is only’

part/of a vast sinister system 'tQ de-
¢ prive P : i
' ple of . the prospects ever of
- attaining majority rule.
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the Southern -

olicy of currying
¢d . Smith had said he hoped 0 con-

advance. The y
. “Approximately-half of the adult

" permanently four. million .

In any case, do thé Chiefs repre-’

sent the majority of the people ?
The - .anthropologists whom ~ Mr.
Smith had declared he would: con-

sult—a declaration which it now
appears was made without: prior

- consultation with - them-—promptly
answered him. Headed "by. Profes- -

gor J. C. Mitchell, 2 group.of an- -

thropologists and sociologists and
lecturers of the University- College
at- Salisbury issued the. following
statement as reported in the press:
Northern News 22/9/64.

“In  their ._.profeséional 6pinion, .
the only way to test: the African

int on the quetion of Sou-

view]
Rhodesia’s . independence

thern

was to give every man the oppor-

tunity to_express his own Views
© by vote. No other method could
give valid results.”” =

wThe Prime Minister,” Mr. In
silt  anthropologists and _other

experts as 10 how African Opi-

. nion -on the - indepéndence issue
can be tested.” : :

- «Jn African Society—of the past

as well as the present——,dccismns
“have been, and are made by pro-
" cesses which, involve all ~adult

members of fhe ‘community.

~ «In Southern Rhod ia, Africans

_“ are no longer organised solely-on
a basis of a tribal system. There-
fore African opinion on the na-
tional issue of independencé can-
not be tested - within the. frame-
work of this system. -

men .in thé, population’ live’ and

". work outside tribal areas at any .

one time. Most®of these do not
qualify for the B Roll vote and
it appears
‘ sion of their opinion is tO be
ignored. '

«Furthermore, on this ijssue, nO

one individual “can pretend  to

speak: for: all - members of
community - @ he. may be>'mis-

ed

¢ is therefore our professional
“opinion - as sociologists and so-

“ 97, 1964). .

that the full expres-

.taken, misguided or self-interest:

" cial anthropolbgiSts' that the only
way fo. test-the i
point on this issue is to give at
least every man the opportunity
to express his- view by vote. No
other method can- give * valid
results, - 7 : N

“We ‘are_utterly. ogpdséd' to the -

idea that there 1S omething
- peculiar to Africans which makes
jt impossible to test their opinions

by . other ‘than- normal proce- -

dures.”

The expression of this view led |
. to quite 2 curious épisode. Its pu-~
blication on the Southern Rhodesia
Broadcasting . Station—2 Govern- -
-ment controlled organ—was banned

on the direction. of Mr. J. M. Helli-
‘well, Chairman_ of the Broadcasting
Station. In consequence top.men of
the -Station news . department ‘re-
signed (Sunday Mail,

' ANTHROPOLOGISTS

The Southérn‘ Rhodesia Go'vem.-v'. )

ment. planpned to use “Chiefs ‘and
‘Chiefs only as the means of testing

. African opinion. They set up 2

Committee comprising the Govern-

* mient and opposition ‘members (.e. |

Edgar Whitehead’s Party). . This
Committee was .charged with the
task of meefing Chiefs and persuad-
ing them to accept the Govern:
ment’s . proposals_of _independence

“on the basis of the present Consti- '

tution. IR
* Speaking in - the Southern Rho-

‘desia Parliament on the move to set

up this Commi tee, Mr. fan Smith
i

said:

“We believe we should tell thé
Chiefs and headmen to consult
their people - in - the traditional

- manner, We- know there are
different * systems among tribes.
There is no universal pattern.”
Fourthly: What of the Commu-

nique’s requirement that - the
opinions must be freely expressed?

" 1t is. vital to appreciate that the

basic principle of Southern Rhode-
sia Security Legislation as it is em-

<

African view-
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| Nkaiy Marandellas and ‘
{between them six thousand political .
4 prisoners. - S .

@

embodied in the Law and Order

| Maintenance Act and, the Preven-

tive Detention Act, is to suppress the

{African Nationalist Movement.
{Z.APU. is banned,
shua Nkomo ‘Janguishes . in Gwelo
i the entire - .

{ Africart population ‘is without" their

its leader Jo-

gaol.-The result.is that

pormal political party. The banning
was followed by wholesale -impri-
sonment of ‘individual membets of -

jthe banmed political party. -

_Following i the ] declaration " of
ighfield in

states of emergency in Hi,

| August, 1964 and Haraii in’ Sep-’
% tember,.
{women and
lessly herded: ino gaols.;

1064, thousands: of . men
juveniles - were ruth- .

The Concentration ~Camps Cat

{whawha, Gonakudzingwa. ,and the

Gwanda gaols at Gwelo, Bulawayo, .
Sinoia hold

i

: ARREST§' :

1 We say little about vthé'.c‘leletq;-

{rious social ‘effects
{sonments which léave children and °
{women - bereft of their breadwin-

{ners.. The ¢
Jwhich the *arrests
1sonments were - carried
{come. a by-word among the African

{who .escaped - from
{Mrewba District.

of mass’impri-

hideous cruelty with
and .imprion-
out has be-’

population. ‘We narrate briefly the”
experience of a-member of ZAPU.
police arrest in

Having been arrested
police for being a member of
7 APU.-he was buried in the’
ground

and then asked to recant.and to say
where other wanted members were
hiding. ) : .

the whole colony -

1 was crawling with armed police and
1 heavily equipped troops fo round
{up the African population. -

interrogation, -

In’ the"_ precess of

Ithe African population’ was sub-

djected to. brutal and _severe ' intimi~ .
{dation. People’s -cattle, '

goats chic-.
kens ' -were wantonly

by the.‘

| being covered by earth up .
- Hto the shoulders. ‘While in that po- .
sition, he. was subjected 1o several -
kard smacks in the“face, dug’ out -

At the time of org'anisihg the so-
Hcalled referendum, .

destroyed :

©

‘Police and the asmy-helped them- .

“selves-of the loot. We. have, it-'on
* record that the Army §aid this was -
" better, food. than the: rations . they

got. from the Government. ' -
- IMPRISONMENT
Nothing could- be ‘more evident

than the fact that in the given legal
system. of Southern Rhodesia, the

"banning “of the Adrican political

party, the wholesale imprisonment
of members ‘of this party, the- re-
sort: by the Government to ches ting
‘in order to ram its.own propaganda
down the throats of the -people, it
is a_cardinal travesty of the truth
to talk of “African views freely ex-
pressed.” - - :

- How remote the situation in Sou-

" thern’ Rhodesia is from the elemen-

tary requirements ~of - freedom of
expression and freédom of consent
is' starkly: revealed in the evidence
of Miss-Judith Carfield Todd. Miss
Todd, a  daughter of the famous
former Prime Minister <of Southern

‘Rhodesia was charged and con-

victed before the Courts under one
of the many encompassing provi-
*sjons .~ of . the draconic Law and
Order, Maintenance -Act. On tlie
‘14th. October, 1964, appearing be-
fore Salisbury Magistrate, E ¥
Hamilton, she said :—

“1 d‘em’onéti‘ated not, to emba-’

* rass or disobey the police, but asa
protest against . the -system _of
Government which we are under.

- 1 demonstrated” because. the par-

* ties: L support have all in turn
been. banned, because the people
7 recognise as my political’ lead-
ers have been restricted or impri-

- soned, and because the only news-

. paper in this country that .was

. "courageous_enough. to effectively
oppose the Government has been

" silenced. ’ -

“My wish was to protest peace-
fully and in’ silence. T was denied
this right. 'For the Government

- finds any form: of ‘opposition ,in-
credsingly intolerable. Even jus-

~ to find in.these Courts has-been
_governed by the legislature’ 'and
-my {friends are restricted or ims:
prisoned_without'_trial.” SR

‘tice which a citizen might expect.

W

Miss Todd is a member of the
African Nationalist Movement.

The . reverberations-of the Nazi !
system are still ‘echoing-and have not -

. yet.died down. - Surely, is not ‘the

system in Southern Rhodesia re-

- miniscent of .what the Nazi' system

was, dand is it the same as the South
African’ system ?: o7

ni view-of the overwhelming evi-
sdence -that-the: Rhodesia - ‘Govern- ",
" ment _departe‘d'diametrically“’ from- "
the terms- of' the. Communique t0
which they were party, pronounce-. -

- ments of .momentous .significance--. o

were made by the British Govern--
ment:: - . : :

NEW ‘APPROACH .-

i the last week of Octobér-the

British Government _rejected the .
method ' ‘of . consulting. ~ Africans -
through ‘Chiefs.
send- observers to the Indaba which
was staged -at Domboshawa. In the

- refusal to send observers, the British 7
followsd by .the - -

Government .was
United States Government.

" 'On October, 27, 1964, the British
Governmerit issued a public warn-
ing as fo_the consequences of 'a uni- - -
lateral declaration of -independence.”

" In the fdce of these two develop- .-
ments the Southern’ Rhodesia

Govs -
ernment proceeded with the so-call- .
ed referendum. 'We do not. think
the’ referendum ‘exercise having been
.rejected by the British Government

- gcarcely deserves to be considered.’
as worthwhile to put forward to-the -
British’Governiiient -as a standpoint -’
by. the Rhodesia - Government in
any future’ discussions on new Con-
stitutional ‘developments. _ - '

But no doubt thé referendum ex-"
ercise can be considered only "as -
frightful evidence of the fraudulent
designs of the Southern Rhodesia

. Government.’ .

“With due respect to the British’
Labour Gevernment, we note , the
stand they have taken by these pro- -
nouncemnts. But this’ stand does .
not ‘take the. matter any further.
‘Assuming that Mr. Smith will heed
the warning on- the consequences of -
a “unilateral declaration of -inde- . ::
pendence: ,the stand now taken by

" DECEMBER, 1964 . 15 .

- d

They = refused to : ™ :



S
.

; _started

the "
-+ brings*

. very situation which is the soarce of
the 1961 Constitution. The:.
' British Government might be ‘pre-
- “vailed upon- that they have made
the Rhodesia .Govern- .

) Everybody hears aboui

4
Brmsh
the position ' to rest- at the

Government merely

unrest,

their- point,
ment has obeyed.and matters should
be left at that. We- consider that

- ‘nothing could be more dangerous

than‘to leave the posmon where it
¥

in- view of all 1he cnrcumstanoes .
the casé could not be stronger for-

calling .a Constitutional Conference

~ SOON. Mr. Ian Smith has indicat-
‘ed he..would not be prepared- to it

at a round table conference w1th the
Afncan natlonahsts ;

] Any such objectxons by the Rho-
desia Government .ought in right,

_and. in view of. the seriousness of the

situation, to-be rejected as subter-

fuoes and pettlfoggmg

ZA A denmnds lhe presence
of Mr.- ‘Joshiia Nkomo at any Con-

. stitutional Conference. We  there-’

fore demand from the British Gov-
.ernment. to convene 1mmed1ately a:
'Constltuhonal Conference in. Britain .

of major parties concerned -for the

. . -purpose of ‘working out a Constitu- -
" tion' to -provide- for majority rule.in
Rhodesia (Zunbabwe) baqed on

one man- one-.vote.: ™

.

’i'hrougheui ihe Warﬁé

—

Luberah@n Movemenis |

Everybady reads abouﬁ B
Afrucan Revoluhon |

0 A~

Everybody knows aboui Nkwumah
.Kenyaﬂa, %en Bella, Nasser, Kelia,
I.umumba, Mandela, Sobukwe,

Nkome, Sﬁhoie, Cabrai eic. eic.
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