


Notes on the two editions of "Our Lenin" (1934 illustrated children's book) 
 
I first became aware of this publication when my friend and fellow (and prolific!) digital 
archivist (also an historian of encyclopedic knowledge concerning much the history of 
the American left) called my attention to an offering of this book on eBay, with starting 
bid at $350. 
 
He knew I had a special fondness for socialist and communist political art AND for 
socialist and communist children's books form this period.  I was intrigued, and 
recognized the artist (William Siegel), but $350 seemed a bit much for me for 
something at this level of interest. 
 
I checked, and found UC Berkeley's Doe Library could get for me a copy of it that I 
could borrow for a few weeks, and scan.  The copy was not in their stacks, but in their 
long term storage "NRLF" facility, but it took only a day to get it to the circulation desk 
at Doe Library. 
 
When I got UC Berkeley's Doe Library copy, I immediately realized there were at least 
two editions of this book.   UC's copy was missing covers and dust jacket, but on page 
3 it read: "Martin Lawrence, LTD, London"  just under the text of title and author.  
And on page 4 it read:  "All rights reserved. / Printed in USA / Composed and printed 
by union labor."  Neither a date, nor the word "copyright" was in this or any other 
notice. 

 
Interesting, on those two pages (page 4 is the back of page 3) there was, in a blank 
area, stamped in letters consisting of punched holes in the paper "Hoover War 
Library".  A librarian at the Hoover Library I contacted speculates this was duplicate of 
the book that Hoover let go of, tho we have no specific explicit indication of this in the 
book.   
 
The UC book appears to have been re-bound, and part of the rebinding materials have 
UC Santa Cruz's logo over over them. 
 
The book being offered on eBay was accompanied by a number of scans of its pages.  I 
took the scan of the dust jacket art and used that in this scan.  
 
The scans of pages 3 and 4 showed the book for sale there was a different edition.  
Page 3 read, below the title and authors: "International Publishers / New York".  And 
page 4 read: "Copyright 1934, By: / International Publishers Company Inc / Printed in 
the USA / Composed and printed by union labor." 
 
Checking the Stanford copyright renewal data base, I see no indication copyright was 
renewed for that book, so it's relatively safe to assume this material is in the public 
domain, and can be shared freely.  
 
Martin H. Goodman 
director Riazanov Library digital archive projects 
July 2019  San Pablo, CA 
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