
“The Campaign Primer” illustrated by Art Young, © 1920, and “The Socialist Primer” © 1930 
are basically “edition 1” and “edition 2” of the same publication.  Edition 2 shows many 
significant changes from edition 1.  These changes were examined in detail and called to my 
attention by John H. and Tim D., who I thank for alerting me this. I’ve included text of the list of 
differences Tim D sent to me on the next page. 
 
Below is a list of differences which are illustrated in this .pdf file. 
 
The cover (page 1) differs primarily in the name of the pamphlet, where in the second edition 
“Socialist” is substituted for “Campaign”.  The font of the title is the same, as is the center cover 
illustration by Art Young, a stick figure cow. At the bottom of the cover, with the passage of 10 
years, the address in Chicago of the Socialist Party of America has changed from 220 South 
Ashland Boulevard in 1920 to 2653 Washington Boulevard in 1930. 
 
Page 2 differs between them solely in the date of copyright.  The two pages differ solely by a 
single digit:  The “2” of 1920 vs. the “3” of 1930. This difference is so trivial that it will not be 
highlighted in the “examples of difference” that follow. 
 
By far the most important differences are in the content of pages 12 and 13 and page 17  which 
are  graphically and politically entirely different between the two “editions” of this pamphlet.  
On page 13 in the 1920 edition one sees picture of the Red Army in a phalanx, guns at ready, and 
text that which lauds the Soviet Union and Leon Trotsky as leader of the Red Army. This is 
replaced in the 1930 second edition with a treacly image expressing the hope that someday we 
will have socialism.  On page 17 a picture of Lenin and words lauding his accomplishments in 
the 1920 edition is removed, and replaced with a picture and text about the futility of voting for 
either of the two main parties “parties of special privilege” 
 
Page 20 is entirely different, also, in the two editions.  A somewhat ambiguous cartoon in the 
1920 first edition about oil of socialism not mixing with the water of the Democratic or 
Republican party has been replaced in the 1930 second edition with a somewhat heavy handed 
and vague one about the boss taking the corn and leaving the worker the husks. 
 
Tho images of the following are not included here, I did at first glance note: 
Page 23 (inside back cover) of the 1920 edition contains and advertisement for Art Young’s then 
currently being published magazine, “Good Morning”.  Page 23 of the 1930 edition contains an 
advertisement for Art Young’s book “On My Way”, which had been published in 1928. 
Page 24, the back cover, of the 1920 edition (“The Campaign Primer”) is blank.  In the 1930 
edition (“The Socialist Primer”), it contains advertisements for roughly 10 pamphlets and 14 
books that can be purchased from the Socialist Party of America 
 
 
---marty         Brooklyn, NY  May 2017 
 
Martin H. Goodman MD 
Director, Riazanov Library digital archive projects 
Board of Directors, Holt Labor Library 



More differences between the two issues: 
 
Tim Davenport made a more detailed and proper page by page comparison of these two editions 
of  “The Campaign Primer” illustrated by Art Young (the second 1930 edition now titled “The 
Socialist Primer”). 
 
Tim found two more cases where entirely different graphic images were substituted for those that 
had been in the 1920 edition. And numerous changes in the text on various pages: 
 
 
Pg. 4: Caption adds the words '...AND CITY COUNCILS" to the last sentence in 1930 version. 
 
Pg. 7: Caption reads "...AND VOTE FOR SOCIALISM" in 1920; "...AND VOTE IN 
SOCIALISM" in 1930. 
 
Pg. 9: 1920 version ends with a clause "— AND PROVES THAT HE HAS ‘BRAINS.’" which 
is dropped in the 1930 version. 
 
Pg. 11: Adds the words "JUST AS WATER IS" in the 1930 version. 
 
Centerfold 12/13: As you mention the 1920 version's capitalist parties (pg. 12) and red army (pg. 
13) drawings goes missing in 1930, with a new double-wide centerfold drawing.  
 
Pg. 17. .........But you don't mention that pg. 17 (Lenin) also goes missing in the 1930 version, 
replaced by a wholly new two capitalist parties drawing. 
 
[I now add images of this major change ---marty] 
 
Pg. 19. The caption of the 1920 pamphlet speaks of Debs in the present tense, the caption of the 
1930 revised edition speaks of him in the past tense. Interestingly, the 1930 version fails to 
update the fact that he actually ran for president FIVE times (1900, 1904, 1908, 1912, 1920) and 
repeats that he ran just four times, which was apparently true at the time the 1920 pamphlet was 
published. 
 
Pg. 20: Has completely different drawings between the 1920 and 1930 versions. 
 
[the two versions now are illustrated in this file ---marty] 
 
Pg. 22: Urges "VOTE THE SOCIALIST TICKET STRAIGHT" in 1920; "VOTE THE 
SOCIALIST TICKET! READ THE SOCIALIST PRESS! JOIN THE SOCIALIST PARTY!" in 
1930. 
 
Pg. 23: Completely different ads, as you mention, for Good Morning in 1920, for On My Way in 
1930. 
 
Pg. 24: Includes ad back cover in 1930, blank in 1920, as you mention. 




































