THE GENERAL ELECTION SYSTEM OF
TIIE PARIS COMMUNE

(Fallowinz is a translation of an article by Liu
ui-minr (0491 8L0% 249L) in the Clvinese-lan-
muage periodical, Hunz-ch'i (Red Flag), Peiping,
No, 11, 21 August 1966, pages 36-37]

Ninety-{ive years azo, the French worker class, with a power-
ful revolutionary spirit, smashed the bourgeois govermment machine,
angd created the first proletarian dictatorship -- the Paris Commune,
It was an unprecedented undertaking in human history.

The Paris Commune fundamentally rejected all state political
powers of the past and took a true opposite standpoint. The politi-
cal powers of the past were all tools of the exploiting class to op-
press the people. The Paris Commune turned the masters of society
into its public servants, The Paris Commune was not a parliamentary
organ, out a work structure in charge of both the legislative and the
administrative.

To assure its own proletarian essence and the realization of
the function of the proletarian dictatorship, the Paris Commune creat-
ed and enforced the historically significant general election system.

The general election system of the Paris Commune was entirely
opnosite to the spurious democratic election system of the bourgeol-
sie.

The Paris Jommune declared that 211 leaders were to be elected
by the people, This was e most fundamenial wrinciple of the gen-
er2] election system. In Xo. 3 of the Commune 3Bulletin published at
thiat time, it ststed: "The election system should be compatible to
all social functions., This principle is the soul of democracy...

The adwinistrative and legislative authorities are all elected.” Th

public ..otice of tire Cenirz] Committee of the Citizens' Self-defense

Army staited: "The people have the right to elect all their own lead-
ers.”
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The Paris Zommune required strictly of those elected. It asked

hat those elected to undertake public duty must serve the people, and
they must not be bourgeols style bureaucrats or politicians oppressing
the people. Prior to the election of commune committee members, the
Central Cormmitiee of the Citizens' Self-defense Army issued an appeal
to the people: "Only those elected from among you who hawd! % hard-
ships with you can serve you best. Do not trust those looking for
fame or showing off... Do not trust those who cannot accomplish any-
thing but only indulpge in empiy talk... Please elect those who are
firm, elect those with determination and capability amonz the people,
who are known for their sincerity and honesty."

The Paris Commune asked the elected commune committee members
to be responsible to the people and to accent their supervision. Du-
ring their term of office after election, the bourgeois parliamentary
members are not subject to the control of the neople who elected them,
but usurp the power to ride herd over the people. On the conirary,
the commune committee members must work amonz tlie masses, personally
implement the laws passed, personally examine the result of the imple-
mentation in practical life, maintain a close contact with the people,
listen carefully to their opinions, make work reports to the people,
and garry out self-criticism. Many of the leaders of the Paris Com-
mune at that time possessed such service spirit toward the people.
Marx praised them by saying: "These service personnel perform their
work under constant supervision... They openly and concretely do
their work..., Carrying out their activities in open view, tiiey do
not consider themselves as absolutely accurate, they are free from
the dilatory tactics of bureaucraticism, and they are not ashamed to
admit or correct their errors.® ("First Draft of the Civil War of
France," see Complete Works of Marx and Ingels, volume 17, page 590,
People's Publishing ilouse. olight variation in translation, )

The Paris Commune provided that the electors had the right to
dismiss or chante the elected at any time. In regard to the officials
of bourgeois countries, the people basically had no power to dismiss
or chanze them, while the Paris Commune {ully iuaranteed the power of
the electors to exercise their risht of dismiss2). The Commune Bul-
letin, No. 3, stated: 'The principle of dismissal gives the electors
the means to correct errors... The power of diumissal must not be de-
prived at any time." %vhen summarizing the commune experience, IEngels
pointed out: "For the purpose of preventinz the loss ol its newly
fpained control, the worker class must, on tiie one hand, wipe out the
entire old meachine wiich was used to oppress it all alons, and, on
the other hand, declare its right to dismiss or change all of the
officials representing it without exception, in order to assure its
own power over them." (Introduction to "iie Civil War of France,"
op. cit., volume 2, paze 227.)

The Paris Commune also provided that all the elected commune
committee members, similar to all public service personnel, could
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