
Victory for the Proletorion Revolutionory

Line Represented by Choirmon Moo

,l T present, the situation of the great proletarian
A cultural revolution is very fine. Characteristic of
this very fine situation is the tact that the broad masses
have really been mobilized. Just as Chairman Mao
has said, "This is a movemelrt of a momentous scale.
It has indeed mobilized the masses. It is of very great
significance to the revoiutionization of the thinking of
the people throughoi-rt the country."

The broad revolutionary masses have acquired a

better understanding of the proletarian revolutionary
line represented by Chairman Mao. The orientation of
their struggle has become still clearer and their fight-
ing spirit has soared still higher. They study and apply
Chairman Mao's rvorks creatively in the struggle, push-
ing t}le mass movement of studying Chairman Mao's
works to a new high. The movement of the great pro-
letarian cultural revolution is developing in a more
penetrating, more extensive and healthier manner.

Of late, in response to Chairman Mao's call to
"pay attention to state affairs." the broad masses, con-
scientiously turning their minds to the struggle be-
tween the two lines in the great proletarian revolution,
have.unfolded a mass criticism and repudiation of the
bourgeois reactionary line. This mass criticism and
repu.diation has spread to all provinces, municipalities,
departments, colleges and schools throughout the coun-
try. A11 errors in contraventic;n of Chairman Mao's
line and ali sorts of manifestations of the bourgeois
reactionary line have been exposed, criticized and re-
pudiated by the broad masses.

The broad revolutionarv masses have risen to
criticize and repudia-te the bcurgeois reactionary line.
This is an impor'uant indication that the broad masses
have indeed been mob,ilized and that the current situa-
tion is very fine. It shou,s that the proletarian revolu-
tionary line represented by Chairman Mao is penetrat-
ing errer deeper into people's hearts and the bourgeois
reactionary iine has gone bankrupt.

It is a very fine thing that the masses have them-
selves directly grasped Chairman Mao's correct line and
have undertaken an extensive and profound mass cri-
ticism and repudiation of the erroneous line; it is a
very fine thing that the masses in their hundreds of
millions are paying such attention to state affairs. It
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is acting as a great spur to comrades who have a very
poor understanding of the work of leadership in this
great proletarian cultural revolution and who-se leader-
ship has been far from conscientious or effective. It
is a great help to those comrades who follow the bcur-
geois line, for them to correct their mistakes. It is a

most important guarantee that the emoneous line will
be rectified further and its bad influence eradicated,
and that the proletarian revoiutionary line and the 16-
point decision concerning the great cultural revolution
will be correctly applied and carried out.

The struggle between the two lines has all along
centred on the question of one's stand and attitude
towards the masses. The proletarian revolutionary line
represented by Chairman Mao is this: tn trust the
masses, rely on them, respect their initia,tive, and have
them educate and liberate themselves; to boldiy arouse
the masses to struggle against the handful of persons
in authorlty within the Party who are taking the capi-
talist road, to give free rein to the masses to strugglc
against all ghosts and monsters in society and to carry
out the struggles Iagainst those pcrsons in autholily
vu'ho are taking the capitaiist road], criticisms and
repudiations fof the reactionary bourgeois academic
"authorities" and the ideology of the bourgeoisie and
all other exploiting classes] and transformations lof
education, literature and art and all other parts of the
superstructure that do not correspond to the socialist
economic base]. The bourgeois reactionary line, how-
ever, runs counter to this. Certain representative per-
sonages who have put forward this line are against the
masses educating and liberating themselves. In deal-
ing with the masses, they resorted to the "tutelage"
practised by the Kuomintang: they treat the masses

as if they were ignorant and incapable and look
upon themselves as men of wisdom and resourcefulness;
they suppress the masses and stifie their initiative;
they shift the targets for attack and direct their spear-
head against the revolutionary masses, branding them
as "counter-revolutionaries," "anti-Party elements,"
"Rightists," "pseudo-Leftists but genuine Rightists,"
ancl so forth.

These two lines are sharply opposed to each other.
One is the mass line of Chairrnan Mao, the other is
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the line of the bourgeoisie which opposes and sup-
presses the masses; one is the revolutionary line of the
proletariat which is carying the great proletarian cul-
tural revolution through to the end, the other is the
bourgeois line of opposing revolution which rvants to
lead the great proletarian cultural revolution in the
opposite direction and wants to strangle it in its cradle.

lVithout destruction there can be no construction.
Without opposing the reactionary line of the bourgeoisie
and eradicating the influence of this erroneous line,
it is impossible to correctly and thoroughly implement
the revolutionary line of the proletariat.

A great amount of ',vork is needed belore the er.,il
influence of the bourgeois reactionary line can be
eradicated. The bourgeois reactionary line has its social
basis which is mainly in the bourgeoisie. The erroneous
line has a certain audience inside the Party, because
there exist the handful of persons inside the Party
who are in power and are taking the capitalist road,
and who regard this erroneous line as their protective
talisman; and because there are sti1l a considerable
number of muddle-headed people inside the Party
whose world outlook has not been remoulded or has
not been effectively remoulded. A process is required
for these comrades to return from the eroneous line
to the correct line.

Distinctions should be made among those who
have committed errors of line. Those (there are only
one, two or several persons) who have put forward the
erroneous line should be distinguished from those who
have put it into effect; those (these are a minoriiy)
who have consciousiy implemented the erroneous line
should be distinguished from those (there is a large
number of these) who have done it unconsciously;
we should differentiate betrveen those who have pui
it into practice to a serious extent and those to a not
so serious extent; differentiate betlveen those rvho cling
to their mistakes and those who are willing to correet
them and are already in the process of doing so.

Generally speaking. the c.ontradictions between
those comrades who committed errors of line on the
one hand and the Party and the masses on the other
are still contradictions among the people. Provided
that they can correct their errors, return to the correc!
stand and carry out the Party's correet line, it is not
only possible for them to become cadres of the second
category [comparatively good] or of the third category
fthose vrho have made serious mistakes but have not
become anti-Party, anti*sociaiist Rightists], it is also
possible for them to develop into cadres of the first
category [good]. lsee Peking Reuiew, No. 33 for the
Decision of the 'Chinese Communist Party Central
Committee Concerning the Great Proletarian Cultural
Revolution.] Nevertheless, these comrades must be
sharply told that no matter who they are, and no
matter how great their past achievementg if they cling
to the erroneous line, the nature of the coniradictions
between them and the Party and the masses will change;
the non-antagonistic contradictions then mav become
antagonistic contradictions and they will slide down
the anti-Party and anti-socialist road.
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The mark distinguishing rectification of errors
from stubborn adherence to them is the attitude
tolvards the masses and whether they have publicly
admitted before the masses that they have carried out
the erroneous line; u,irether they have made serious
efforts to reverse the decisions passed on those of
the revolutionary masses x.ho have been branded
as "counter-revolutionaries.',,.anti-party elements,,,
"Rightists," "pseudo-Leftiits o-ut ge;tuine Rightists',;
and whether they have pubiicll- rehabilitaied them
and support the revolutionary aetions of the revolu-
tionary masses.

A communisi rvhc has committed an er-rc:: of line
should be courageous enough to admit hts errors,
criticaily examine those eruors and join the masses to
criticize and repudiate his own errors. Chairrnan i\Iao
has taught us: "Countless revolutionary martvrs have
laid down their lives in the interests of, the people, and
our hearts are fiiled with pain as we the liv:ng think
of them there be any persanal interest, then,
that we would not sacrifice or any error that rve would
not discard?"

In the course of criticizing and repu-diating the
elToneous line, the policy of "learning from past
mistakes to avoid future bnes" and "curing the sickness
to save the patient" - a policy which Chairman Mao
has consistently advocated - should be adopted towards
those comrades who have committed errori o{ line, "in
order to achieve the two-fold objective of clarity in
ideology and unity among comrades." The revclution-
ary masses and revolutionary youth u,ho have stood up
energetically to criticize and rrccudiate the erroneous
line should all pay attention to this teachi.ng of Chair-
man Mao's. As to some of the masses who har.e been
hoodrvinked for a time by the erroneous line. they
should not be blamed. nor should such labels as
''Royalists" be stuck on them; instead, patient efforts
should be made to help them and to unite u,ith them.

Those comrades who have committed errors of line
should modestly, sincereiy and wholeheartedly listen
to the criticisms of the masses, and, as Chairman Mao
has repeatedly taught us, "shedding the ugly mantle of
pretentiousness and becoming s ,il/i,lling pupil." They
shouid stand together r,vith the revolutionary masses
and with them eradicate the evii influences caused by
the bourgeois reactionary line. No feelings of anta-
gonism should result because of some excesses in words
and actions by the masses in the course of criticism
and repudiation. Instead one should see that the
masses' main orientation is correct, understand how
they feel, have faith in the majority of the masses and
have faith that the masses are reasonable.

Those comrades who have committed errors must
get rid of the many "fears" in .their minds. In the
final analysis, these "fears" are being afraid of the
masses and afraid of rerrolution. They should act ac-
cording to Chairman L{lao's instructions and replace
"fear" with "daring," "self" with "public" and "having
faith in oneself" with "having faith in the masses."
Only by doing so can errors be corrected, can they take
the initiative instead of being passive, and give leader-



Commemorsting Lu Hsun-Our
Forerunner in the Culturol Revolution

rF HE great proletarian cultural revolution surges to a
[ ,l"* trign in its advance along the revolutionary line

represented by Chairman Mao Tse-tung. The broad
revolutionary masses are thoroughly criticizing and re-
pudiating the bourgeois reactionary 1ine. It is in this
excellent situation, and in a spirit of militant pride that
we commemorate Lu Hsun 

- 
our forerunner in the cul-

tural revolution.

Chairman Mao has given the most comprehensive,
the most penetrating appraisal of Lu Hsun. He said: Lu
Hsun was "the greatest and the most courageous
standard-bearer of this new cultural force." He was "the
chief commander of China's cultural revolution": "rep-
resenting the great n-rajorit,"- of the nation. Lu Hsun
breached and stormed the enerny citadel; on the cu1-

turaL front he rvas the bravest and most correct, the
firmest, the most loyal and the most ardent national
hero, a hero without parallel in our history."

The life of Lu Hsun was a life of struggle. He
always stood at the forefront of the times, waging an
unswerving struggle to overthrow imperialism and its
lackeys, sweep .away the o1d culture of the exploiting
classes, and spread and promote the new culture of
the masses.

The old semi-feudal, semi-colonial system and
culture of the China of the past was a prison that kept
the masses incarcerated and rigidly shackled their
minds. Lu Hsun had an implacable hatred for all man-
eating systems and cultures. He sounded "the call
to charge forward" to "clear out" and "sweep away" all
the old forces, old ideas, old cultures, o1d customs and
habits and trample them down, whether they were an-
cient canons, rare texts, sacred oracles, precious idols,
traditional recipes or secret nostrums. With the fighting
spirit of a man "breaking through all snares and traps,"
he attacked the old world courageously. He put daring
above all else and boldly declared war on all the
enemies, using his pen as a javelin to throw at the
enemy's heart. He was fearless in face of threats, of
isolation, of detraction and slander, of overt or covert
persecution, of death itself. "Fierce-browed, I coolly
defy a thousand pointing fingers" 

- 
Lu Hsun alu,ays

despised the "flu.nkey-ism" of being "servile and submis-
sive" to the enemy. He broke completely with old
traditions and old forces. He was a genuine revolu-
tionary, free from the slightest trace of philistinism; he
had not a moment's regret for the death of the oid
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ship in the great proletarian cultural revolution in ac-
cordance with Chairman Mao's line.

A11 comrades who want to make revolution, let us
unite and push forward the great proletarian cultural

revolution under the great b'anner of Mao Tse-tung's
thought and on the basis of the revolutionary prole-
tarian line represented by Chairman Mao.

("Hongqi" editorial, No. 14, 1966.)

world. He repudiated the old world in the most mer-
ciless way. The force of his pen was such that the
enemy was vanquished wherever it pointed.

Destruction eomes first, and construction comes in
the course of destruction. A new world can only be dis-
covered in the course of repudiating the old world. This
was precisely the course followed by Lu Hsun. He once
said that at first, he had no idea what the new was
like. It was in the course of struggling against the o1d

system and old culture, and especiaily in the struggle
against such reactionary bourgeois ideas as "the theory
of human nature," "humanitarianism" and "vulgar
evclutionism'' and in the struggle against the Trotskyite
gang that he found Marxism and learnt the Marxist
theory of class struggle. With this weapon he observed
society, attacked the enemy and at the same time con-
stantly "dissected himself" to transform his world out-
Iook and consciously temper himself into a revolution-
ary. It was through such sharp class struggles that
Lu Hsun was transformed from a radical democrat into
a great communist fighter. He firmly believed that
"the future belongs to the nelvly rising proletariat
alone" and placed the hopes of the Chinese revolution
in the Chinese Communist Party led by Chairman Mao.

Today, as we commemorate Lu Hsun, we must
follow Chairman Mao's teachings and learn from Lu
Hsun's utterly fearless fighting spirit and spirit of
thoroughgoing revolution.

The phrase "beating a mad dog in the water" is an

gutstanding expression of Lu Hsun's thoroughgoing rev-
olutionary spirit. Lu Hsun resolutely opposed any talk
of "forgivi.ng" or "showing mercy" to the enemy. He
sharply rebutted the drivel which vilifies the
spirit of "beating a mad dog in the water" as "going
to extremes" or "being too harsh in hating evi1." He
clearly pointed out that "the nature of the dog" lvou-ld
not change and that if it were allo'",i,ed "to crawl back
on to the bank" and catch its breath, it would some day
"bite to death" many revolutionaries. We say: Listen,
you who are always charging us with "going to ex-
tremes"! Can we talk about "forgiving" in regard to
our class enemies at home or abroad, the counter-revolu-
tionary revisionists or the handful of persons who are in
authority and are taking the capitalist road? Can we
allow them to rise up again some day to "bite to death"
revolutionaries? No! We must learn from Lu Hsun's
thoroughgoing revolutionary spirit of "beating a mad
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