THE GKEAT CRITICISM MUST PUT POLITICS IN A
PROMINENT POSITION

4Following is a translstion of sn article by the
Ching-ksng Shen" Cannon in the Chinese-language
newspaper Ching-ksng Shsn (Ching-kang Mountains),
Peking, No 31, 18 April 1967. This source is
published by the Ching-kang Shan Editorisl Depart-
ment of the Ching-kang Shan Commune 8t -Peking Nor-
mal University, Congress of Red Guards of Univer-
sities end Colleges in the Capital./

The criticism of Liu Shao=-ch'i, the Khrushchev of Chins,
snd his work on "Cultivation" is 8 mass movement flamboysntly
going on. What is the crux which will determine whether this
grest movement of criticism can be wholesomely and penetrating-
ly developed, whether it can be carried through to the end? It
is the question of whether it can put politics in s prominent
position.

Politics is the soul, the commander-in-chief. By giving
prominence to politics we can clesrly see the direction and in-
.crease our vigor. The prominence of politics can enable us to
have a8 firm grip on tne struggle between the two roads and the
two lines, to criticize Liu's counterrevolutionary revisionist
line politicselly, ideologically, snd theoretically, and to elim-
inate thoroughly its evil influences in 8ll fields.

The prominence of politics will messively wreck the old
thinking of the bourgeoisie, firmly establish the new thinking
of the proletsriat, and dig out the roots of revisionism from
the depth of the soul. The cr1t101sm of "Cultivation" sway
from the revolutionization of man's thought will cause the
movement to over-reach its mark.
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The prominence of politics cslls for the unrestrained
mobilization of the masses and 8ll positive factors, for weg-
ing a resl people's war.

The prominence of politics requires the coordination of
the criticism of "Cultivstion" with the reslizastion of the
great sllisnce of the proletarian revolutionsries end the es-
tablishment of the lesding orgen with its "three-way slliance,"
to promote the "struggle, criticism, and transformetion'" in
each unit.

In one word the prominence of politics is the prominence
of Mao Tse=tung's thought, the study from beginning to end of
Chairman Mao's works in the movement of criticism, the discov-
ery of a wespon for criticism in these works, snd the employ-
ment of Mao Tse-tung's thought, this spiritusl nuclear wespon,
to put down completely Liu Shso-ch'i, the Khrushchev of China.

After the initisl success of our genersl offensive
sgainst the Khrushchev of China, the broad revolutionsry masses
‘snd proletarisn revolutionaries of our school, filled with ar-
dent love for Chesirman Mao asnd hsrboring a deep hatred for Liu
snd Teng, have held sloft the grest critical flasg of Marxism-
Leninism and Mao Tse-tung's thought, give prominence to polit-
ics, developed the firm snd thorough spirit of revolutionary
rebellion snd the combative behavior of the Red Guards, and
lsunched s vehement sttack on the Khrushchev of Chins, Liu Shao-
ch'i, and his representative work on "Cultivation." On the
other hand, however, we csnnot fail to see thst up to the pres-
ent some people have not yet gained a very clear comprehension
of the criticism of Liu and of his black work on "Cultivation,"
and have not been very serious sbout it. From the standpoint
of some the destiny of China and the future of the world do not
seem to be of serious concern to them. Lacking the viewpoint
of the class struggle, they fsil to see the great life-snd-
death struggle between the two clssses, they do not have the
determination to protect Chairmsn Mso snd his revolutionary
line with self-consciuosness, and they leave things as they are
without making 8 comment. Others are slways unbalsnced and un-
willing to engage in minute snslysis snd criticism, and they
only expect quick results by epplying their almost purely mili-
tary viewpoint. A number of still others scarcely read sr-
ticles which criticize Liu and his . work om "Cultivation" po-
liticslly and ideologicslly, but psy close attention to uncon-
firmed news and politicsl jokes.

It is seid, "Liu Shaso-ch'i is slresdy & dead dog, snd it
is no longer necessary to sttack him." This is indeed sn inex-
perienced observation, which mekes such an oversimplification
of the ascute and complicated clsss struggle. These people ba-
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sicellydo not see that behind Liu stands a wicked bourgeoisie,

that his bourgeois resctionary line has its very profound so-

ciel foundation; and that they deem the task to be accomplish-
ed, once Liu is dragged out.

To these people the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolu-
tion, which is unprecedented in history, is merely 8 revolu-
tion for the "dismissal of officials." All proletarisn revo-
lutionsry comrasdes must clearly understsnd that our criticism
of the Khrushchev of China is a continustion of the struggle
of long standing, especislly during the last 17 yesrs, between
the two lines. We csn only thoroughly criticize and liquidate
the bourgeois resctionary line represented by his group for
the last few decsdes and the poison spread by it in all fields,
sand we must seize 8ll the leadership usurped by the top party
person tsking the cspitelist roed snd place it back in the
hands of the proletarist. This will still be a very serious
political struggle. Liu is 8 dog which has already fsllen
into the water. But he has not yet been drowned, snd once he
climbs bsck ashore, he will fight back sgsinst the revolution-
ery people with ten times of fsnaticism and 8 hundred times of
combstive effort. Therefore we must now thoroughly develop
the revolutionsry spirit of Lu Hsun (7627 6598) in the severe
beating of the dog which has fsllen into the water.

"The criticism of 'Cultivetion' has no mesning, and
nothing is like participation in the struggle outside." Those
who think 8snd spesk this way are muddle-headed indeed. If the
thorough eradicstion of the theoreticsl and ideological basis
of the bourgeois resctionary line snd the protection of Cheirmsn
Mao snd his revolutionsry line with practicasl action are mean-
ingless, what is mesningful? Must one necessarily heve to ram-
ble around and seek plessure s8ll day long to make life meaning-
ful? In fect what is said here about getting out to pertici-
pate in the struggle is snother way of describing the evasion
of the present serious political struggle. This strange talk
is not even worth refuting. '

"The criticism of 'Cultivsetion' is the job of csdres and
psrty members, but since I heave not read the work on 'Cultiva-
tion,' there is no 'poison' to spesk of." No, the criticism of
"Cultivation" is sn important matter for the party, for the
class, and for the state, snd it is the grestest political ques-
tion in China. The criticism or not of "Cultivsetion" is a ques-
tion of class sttitude, and of party charscter, a question as to
whether the dictatorship of the proletariat should be safeguard-
ed or not end, in the final enslysis, of whether there should be
8 revolution. Here we only have the distinction between the
proletarist snd bourgeoisie, snd not that between "csdres" snd
the '"people." If you are a8 proletarian revolutionsry, you will
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severely criticize Liu snd his black "Cultivetion." If you
are 8 bourgeois "royalist," you will of course have & gentle
feeling for them snd protect them with 811l your might. You
will stend on either one side or the other, and this is the
way the proletarist and the bourgeoisie are divided on the
question of sttitude end world outlook.

"With my low level, I em afrsid thet my criticism will
not prove satisfactory." This is enother muddle-headed con-
ception. By showing timidity before ferocious wolves and
kindness before cruel enemies, these comrades in fect give
pirates the opportunity to plunder end kill people snd the
wolves the right to kill., This is indeed dsngerous to the ex-
treme.

Leninhss taught us, "Do you wish to engsge in revolu-
tion? Then you should be strong." All comrades beset by the
thought of timidity should, in sddition to strengthening their
conception of clsss struggle, " follow the tesching of
Cheirmen Mao: "Get rid of all your internal thought of wesk-
ness and incapability." Implant the thinking of daring to
struggle and daring to win. You should reslize that though
Liu end his "Cultivetion" seem to be strong, in fact they do
not possess unususl strength and are merely a psper tiger. So
long as we hold sloft the grest red flag of Maso Tse-tung's
thought snd put politics in 8 prominent position, we can cer-
tainly criticize the Khrushchev of Chins snd his "cultivation"
till they fsll, collspse, snd smell. At the same time
sfter this great criticism we can certeinly reise the ievel of
our Marxism-Leninism and Mao Tse-tung's thought in stride.

Revolution depends on self-consciousness, snd & real
proletarian revolutionsary fighter must have a high degree of
revolutionary self-consciousness, especislly when the masses
sre engaged in sn unprecedentedly great ideological revolution
sand criticism. Our fight in the criticism of Liu and eradica-
tion of his black "Cultivation" is simed st the protection of
Cheirmen Mao and his revolutionsry line snd the dictatorship
of the proletsriat. Relying entirely on a high degree of pro-
letsrian revolutionsry self-consciousness snd the will to
schieve the victory of the proletarian revolution, we must in
truth regard this grest criticism 8s esn event of first impor-
tance, which concerns the future and destiny of the psrty and
stete and the future snd destiny of the world revolution, and
as 8 life-snd-death struggle of one class for the overthrow of
the other. If we still wait for others to mske arrangements
for us, it is a total indication of slavery, which csn never
be sustsesined.

All the sbove misteken thoughts sre basicslly at vari-
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snce with Marxism-Leninism and Mao Tse-tung's thinking, end
irreconcilable with the proletarisn revolutionsry line. These
nisteken thoughts sre sn indication of the failure to give
prominence to politics of the proletarist. Their existence is
8 very grest hindrance to the penetrating development of the
great movement of criticism.

Each of our Red Gusrd fighters, each proletarisn revo-
lutionary comrade, must tske the lead in making a creative
study end applicstion of Chsirmsn Meso's works, in giving prom-
inence to proletsrisn politics, and wholeheartedly participste
in the grest movement of criticism. Esch of them must, in
this great movement, make 8 creative study and applicstion of
Chairmen Mao's works, give prominence to the great propagsnds,
emphasis, and education on Mao Tse-tung's thought, sctively and
with full energy perticipate in this decisive war between the
two clesses, the two roads, snd the two lines, and carry this
great criticism end the Great Proletsrisn Cultural fevolution
through to the end.
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