HOW WE SUPPORTED PROLETARIAN REVOLUTIONARIES

[(Following 1s a translation of an article by Nanking
PLA members Liang Chi-ch'ing (2733/6549/0615), Tu
Fang=-p'ing (2629/2455/1627), and Wu Ta-sheng (0702/
1129/0524) in the Chinese-language periodical, Hung-
ch'i (Red Flag), Peiping, No 5, 30 March 1967, pp
39-E30]

OQur great leader, Chailrman Mao, made a decision on the
broadcasting of China's first big-character poster of Marxism-
Leninism and personally ignited the raging flames of the great
proletarian cultural revolution. Under the guldance of llao
Tse~tung's thought, the revolutionary teachers and students of
Nanking University ferreted out counterrevolutionary revision-
ist element Kuang Ya-ming. A favorable revolutlionary situation
prevalled in the whole university.

Under these conditions, we, as members of the PLA and
members of a workteam led by a responsible comrade of the pro-
vincial CCP committee and organized by the provincial CCP com-
mittee, participated in the great proletarian cultural revolu-
tion at Nanking University.

The second day after we entered the university, differ-
ences in principle existed within the workteam. The differences
became greater and greater, and the struggle became sharper and
sharper, followling the development of the movement. When we
realized that this was a struggle between the two lines, we
consciously and firmly sided with the proletarian revolutlonary
line represented by Chalrman Mao, openly and resolutely supported
the proletarian revolutionaries, fought with them shoulder to
shoulder, and won victorles in the struggle.

l1-=In late June last year the revolutionary teachers and
students of Nanking University had broken away from the
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restriction established by the provinclal CCP committee to bind
the mass movement, put up a number of revolutionary blg-character
posters, and exposed the crimes of a number of counterrevolu-
tionary revislonists in the university's party committee. The
handful of party people in authority taking the capitalist road
in the university's party commitiee and in the provinclal CCP
conmittee who inclted a number of duped students to encircle
and aibtack the revolutionary big-character posters and made use
of the ingstruments of dictatorship to try to frame these revo-
lutionary comrades, brand them as "counterrevolutionaries" and
"evil elements," and 8o on,

Chalrman Mao said: "Who are our enemles? Who are our
friends? This is a question of the first importance for the
revolution., To insure that we will definitely achlieve success
in our revolution and will not lead the masses astray, we must
pay attention to uniting with our real friends in order to at-
tack the real enemies." Many of the revolutionary students of
Nanking University come from families of workers and poor and
lower middle peasants., They dare to think, to spe2ak, to break
through, and to make revolution. The big-character posters
they put up were presenting facts and reasoniry *hings out.
They were compatible with Mao Tse-tung's thcugant. These peopls
were innocent, How could we treat them ez ocur enemies? Due o
our strong rroletarlian feelings, we liked them from the botton
of our hearts, sympathlzed with them, and supnorted their revo-
lutlonary movement, We resisted and oppoced the schemes of the
handful of party pecple in authority taikirz the cepitalist road
in framing the revolutlonary comrades.

Under the threat of the white terror of the bourgeois re-
actionary line, these young revolutionary fighters thought of
Chairman Mao day and night, They had boundless faith in the
Chinese PLA personally oreated by Chairman Mzo and directly led
by Comrade Lin Plao, .

They found us and we supported them and encouraged their
revolutionary spirit. We sald to them: "You have the courage
and write your big-character posters well., You must persis-
tently carry on in writing posters which are of a high standard,"

Whille the broad masses of revolutionary teachers and
students were rising to expose the questions within the univer-
sity's party committee, the provincial CCP committee put forward
the policy of '"starting the operation from the lower and middle
levels" 1n a vain attempt to divert the main orientation of the
struggle and direct the spearhead at the broad masses of cadres
and people, We disagreed on such action and waged a struggle
in various forms.,
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When the chief responsible comrade of the workteam an-
nounced that "the university's party committee is correct,"
many students came to ask usgs: "Can we criticize the univer-
sity's party committee?" We firmly answered: "It must be
‘eriticized. Those incompatible with Mao Tse-tung's thought
‘must be exposed and criticized." 3

Our revolutlonary action had evoked animosity from the
handful of party people in authority taking the capitalist
road. They time and again exerted pressure on us, clamoring:
"Some people are waving the PLA banner to oppose the provin-
cial CCP committee," "opposing the provincial CCP comnittee
means opposing the party," "heads will fall if a wrong step
is taken," and so on.

We are revolutionary soldiers. Acting upon Chairman Mao's
instructions is our bounden duty. We shall firmly carry out
those instructions compatible with Mao Tse-tung's thought and
firmly oppose those incompatible with Mao Tse-tung's thought.
Under great pressure from the handful of party people in author-
ity taking the capitalist road, our faith in support of prole-
tarian revolutionaries never wavered.

2--The publication of the decision made by the CCP Central
Committee on the great proletarian cultural revolution sounded
the death knell of the bourgeols reactionary line. The prole-
tarian revolutlionaries of Nanking University were filled with
Joy. They flercely attacked the erroneous line carried out by
the workteam and began by criticizing the bourgeols reactionary
line in Nanking.

" The proletarian revolutlonaries are very sharp in analyzing
problems. While criticizing the errors of the workteam, they
discovered that the real root was in the provincial CCP commit-
tee, They flercely launched an attack and were determined to
take off the 1lid of the class struggle in the provincial CCP
committee,

The proletarlan revolutionaries had full confidence in
us, hoping that we would rise to rebel against the bourgeois
reactionary line. At that time our position was difficult and
our feelings were mixed. On the one hand, all the words of the
revolutionary students and teachers sounded reasonable, The
workteam did commit mistakes of orientatlion and line, We must
glve full support to the revolutlonary students and teachers.

On the other hand, the handful of party people in author-
1ty taking the ocapitalist road stubbornly held fast to the
bourgeois reactionary line, used the cudgel of so-called "disci-
pline" to exert pressure on us, and formulated the policy of
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"keeping the different inside, uniting with each othexr when
dealing with outsiders, reporting to the higher level while
keeping mum at the lower level, subordinating oneself to the
organization, and reserving opinions." They had also asked us
rany times to "unify callbers with them, Under such conditlons,
what should we do? .

Chalrmen ilao taught us: "“A communist should have large-
ness of mind &8 he should be staunch and active, loocking upon
the Ainterests o the revolutlion as his very life." Ke also
saild: The peopie's army "nas come together and they fizht not
for the private interests of a few individuals or a narrow
cligque, but for the interests of the vrosd masses and of the
wrole nation. The sole purpose of thls ermy is to stand firmly
witn the Chinese people and to serve them wholeheartedly."

We are ccmmunists and members ¢f the glorious Chinese PLA.
VWie must never place fear above all and forget te pay attentlon
to state affalrs. We must never obsexrve "discipline" of re-
vislionism, and malntain an erroneous leadership., We have spent
half of our lives in followlng Chalrman Mao to make revolutilcn.
Ve must maintain proletarian integrity as long as we live., We
rust firmly wage irreconcilable struzggle egainst anythirg lncom-
patilble with Mao Tse-tungis thought, Feads mwry fcll and blood
umay flow, butbt we must never glve up Meo Tsc-"ung's thought.

We were determined to take the side of ilie proletarian
revolutlonary line represented by Chalruan kao and to thoroughly
rebel against the handful of party peorle in asvthority taking
the caplitalist road and against the bourgcols reactionary line,
Thus we stepped forth and supported the proletarian revolution-
aries with a clearcut stand.

In line with Chalrman Mao's teaching that "you must place
politics in the fore, ldentify yourselves with the masses, and
Join the masses to carry out the great preletariesn cultural
revolution still better," we shared the same breath and destiny
with the revolutionary masses, and fought and won victories to-
gether,

We exposed the crimes committed during the great prole-
tarian cultural revolution by the handful of persons in author-
ity within the provinciel CCP committee taking the capitalist
road. Our exposure of their crimes further strengthened the
confidence of proletarian revolutlionsasries in waging struggle.
Henceforth the proletarian revolutionariles had profcund faith
12 us, and we had established deep, millitant friendship with
then,
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The young revolutionary fighters educated and helped us.
The young revolutionary fighters are newborn forces, nurtured
by the thought of Mao Tse-tung. They put into practice the
main orientation of the revolution. We fully realized that to
carry out the great proletarian cultural revolution well, it is
necessary to follow Mao Tse-tung's thought and the young revo-
lutionary fighters.

Chairman Mao saild: Those who represent the exploiting
classes usually, when in a predicament, resort to the tactics
of attack as a means of defense, so that they can stay alive
today and even flourish tomorrow. They throw rumors in your
face which they have conjured up out of thin air, or they pick
on a few superficialities as a means of countering the essence
of a matter, or they sing the praises of one group of people to
attack another, or they seize on an inclident as an opportunity
for "making a breakthrough at some polnt" and putting us in a
difficult position. In short, they are always considering what
tactics to use against us and "spying out the land" in order to
employ their tactics successfully.

Things were Just like that. Due to our open support to
the proletarian revolutionaries, the handful of party people
in authority taking the capitalist road regarded as a thorn in
the thigh, they would never be happy until they removed 1it.

They tried every possible way to fabricate lies, and to
slander and attack us in order to shape up counterrevolutionary
public opinion, shift the main orientation of the struggle, and
direct the spearhead at the revolutionaries persisting in the
proletarian revolutionary line of Chairman Mao and at the great
PLA of China,

They incited these royalist organizations to encircle and
attack us and conduct struggles against us. Not even the com-
rades in charge of surgical operations in the hospitals were
spared. They viciously slandered us as "the scum of the PLA"
and "the renegades of the Communist Party," and even went about
collecting materials on us in preparation for holding a 100,000-
strong rally to label us as "antiparty elements,"

At that time, the situation could be described as "the
dark clouds gathered over the city heralding its destruction."
Though beset by their brutal encirclements and attacks, we were
determined to defend the proletarian revolutionary line repre-
sented by Chalrman Mao at all costs and to resolutely follow
Chalirman Mao in carrying out the revolution. It is our bellef
that there 1s only one existing truth, and that truth is none
other than Mao Tse-tung's thought. We believe that no matter
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how strong the resistance or how filerce the attack, they ars only
temporory, and victory surely will belong to Mao Tse-tung's
thought .

Then many revolutionarlies visited the hospital to comfort
us and encourage us to fight resolutely. We told the.revolu-
tionary fightexrs thet that was the nature of oclass struggle,
234 that class struggle necessarily entalls sacrifices. We
wWoare -- and are -- prepared to make sacrifices, and even if
sacrifices are made they ars worth it.

It was sheer nonsense for some of those persons with ul-
terior notives to have told us threateningly: "You pecople in-
stizated cone section of the masses to strugglie acsainst anotaer
cection of the masses." It is clesr that our action was right
because we openly sided with the proletarlian revolutionarles
while noping that the hoodwinked people would return to sids of
the procleterian revolutlonary line renresented by Chalrman lico
to take up ooncerted action to deferid this line. Those people
who reslly instigated cstiupgle among the masses are those pecple
who stubbornly persist in the bourgeois reactionary line, who
support the conservatives, and who persecute the revolutionaries.

Some of those people with good will aavisced us not to sup-
vrort only one side and exclude the other, tut to unite the forces
of the two sldes tugether., Will this do0? N», All things mus<v
be viewed according to the principle of orne dividing into two.
in the acute struggle between the two classes -~ the proletarist
and the bourgeoislie == and between the two lines, you elther
lean to the side of the revolutlonaries or the conservatives,
elther lean to the side of the proleteriat of the bourgeolsie.
It is impossible nct to lean to elther side and remain neutral.
Neutrality 1s false and hypocritical.

Disregarding the threats of tliose people with ulterior
motives and the advice of those with good intentions, we will
resolutely hold high the great red bainer of Mao Tse-tung's
thought and unswervingly support the proletarian revolutionaries.
The more thoroughly we expose the enexy and the more resolutely
we struggle against the enemy, the stronger 1s our support to
the proletarian revolutionaries,

3==In the proletarlian cultural revolution, the proletar-
ian revolutionaries are brave and resolute in their struggle
and are highly enthuslastic about being in the forefront. In-
variably, theilr general orlentation 1ls correct. In the revolu-
tionary movement of such a blig scale, our shortcomings and mis-
takes are hardly avoidable.
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Some people with ulterlor motives, without recognizing
the essence and the mainstream of the struggle -- as the pro-
letarian revolutionaries do ~- selzing on thelr shortcomings
and mistakes which cropped up in the course of thelr progress,
freely inflated and exaggerated these shortcomings and mistakes,
and struck at the proletarian revolutlonarles by creatinz pub-
lio opinlon, against them 1n a vain attempt to achleve their
criminal aim of sabotagling the great proletarian cultural revo-
lution.

Under such circumstances, we bravely stepped forward and
firmly refuted and repudiated their slanders and attacks.

At the same time, we have given support and assistance to
the proletarlan revolutionaries by various means such as putting
forward a suggestlion or a way of solving problens,

Of all the support to be given to the proletarian revo-
lutionaries, the most important is to support them with Mao Tse-
tung's thought., Whlle engaged in the creative study and appli-
cation of Chalrman Mao's works ourselves, we also rendered help
to the proletarian revolutionaries in the application of Chair-
man Mao's works in order to make them mature politically more
‘quickly.

We lald stress in helping the proletarian revolutionaries
to resolve the following questions:

A -- We helped them find out the main contradiction, grasp
the general orientation of the struggle, and direct the spear-
head at the handful of party persons in authority taling the
capitalist road. We made a proposal to the proletarian revo-
lutionarles to make Nanking Unlversity the target for "breaking
through, " since the universilty was the stubborn stronghold of
some people in the Kiangsu Provincial CCP Committee for pushing
thelr bourgeois reactionary line and was the "experimental field®
of the handful of persons in the provincial CCP committee in
authority taking the capitalist road, for the raging flames of
the great proletarian cultural revolution.

By taking firm hold of this target for "breaking through,"
the handful of party persons in the provincial CCP committee in
authority taking the capltalist road were severely hit.

B == We helped the proletarian revolutionaries grasp the
tactics employed in the struggle by layling stress on uniting
the great majority. Chairman Mao said: "In carrying out a
revolution, 1t is necessary to adopt the tactics of expanding
the progressive forces, winning over the intermediate forces,
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and opposing the forces of the dlenards -- these are three links
that cannot be separated."

In the light of Chairman Mao's teachings, we repeatedly
reninded the proletarian revolutionsries that they should go to
the forefront of the struggle but must not allenate themselves
from the masses, that they should correctly treat those hood-
winked people among the conservative organizations, regard them
as thelr class brothers, should not treat them discriminately
or exclude them, should warmheartedly help them, patlently
educate them, end assist them to make a clean brezk with the
bonrgeols reactionary line and return to the proletarlan revo-
Jutionsry line represented by Chalrman Fao.

In dealing with the ringleaders who had close connectlouns
with the handful of persons in the provinclal CCP comnittee in
authorlty taking the capltalist road, and with the ringleaders
cf the conservative organlzations persisting in the bourgeois
reactlonary line, the proletarilan revoluticnarles shouwld arouse
thie masses to fully expose, criticizzs, and repudlizte ther, OCnly
thus can the morsle of the proletariat be boosted, the arrozgance
of the bourgeoislie be deflated, and the ranks of the left be
incessantly expanied end strengthened.

C == We helped them strengthen provaganca worXk, widely
rropagate Mao Tse-tung's thought and the proletariza revolu-
tionary line represented by Chairman tie«, and fully expose crines
of the bourgeols reactionery line, Evsry time a revolutionary
action was taken, prime lumportance was given to propagania worlk
in order to help the broad masses of people see the truth and
strive to get more people to take part in expocsing, criticizing,
and repudiating the bourgeols reactionary line,

D -= Correct handling of contradistions among the prole-
tarian revoluticnaries, Through a rectification campaign and
on the basis of lMao Tse-tung's thoucht, the prcletarian revolu-
tionaries were able to overcome their differences, strengthen
thelr unity, and coordlnate thelr actlons in a cormon struggle
against the enemey.

In the vigorous great proletarian cultural revolution, we
have forged a militant friendship of sharing weal and woe with
proletarian revolutlonaries. We are determined to fight to-
gether with them forever, learn from one another, hold high the
great red banner of Mao Tse-tung's thought, and fight for the
complete victory of the great proletarian cultural revolution.

(Comrade Liang Chi-ching is the deputy political commissar of
the Kiangsu Province Military District of the PLA: Comrrade Tu
Fang-ping and Wu Ta-sheng are responsible leaders of a certain
unit of the Nanking command of the PLA.)
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