ALONG THE SOCIALIST OR THE
CAPITALIST ROAD?

by the Editorial Departments of “Ilonggi” and “Renmin Ribao”

HINA in the present era is the focal point of con-
tradictions in the world, the storm centre of the

world revolution.

Whither China? Will it take the socialistl road
or the capitalist road? This is not only a fundamental
issue of Chinese politics. il conceins the destiny of the
world pruletarian revolution.

For some decades now, a fierce slruggle has gone
on within the Chinese Communist Party over this fun-
damental issue, a struggle between two diametrically
oppused lines, at each historical stage of the develop-
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ment of the Chinese revolutlion and at cach crucial mo-
maent of revolutionary chungeo.

One line maintains that the Chinese revolution must
be led by the prolelariat, that it must pass (rom the
stage of the new democratic revolution to the stage of
the socialist revolution, that the revolution under the
dictatorship of the proletariat must be carrvied through
to the end and that its ultimate goal is communism.
This is the proletarian revolutionary line represented
by our arcat leader Chairman Mao.

The other line liquidates the proletarian leadership
of the Chinese revolution, practises bourgeois reformism,

Peking Review, No. 34



and. in the stage of socialism, opposes the socialist rev-
olution and the dictatorship of the proletariat and
takes the capitalist road, that is. the dark. old road that
would lead China back to semi-colonial. semi-feudal
society.  This is the bourgeois reactionary line pursued
in succession by Chen Tu-hsiu, Chu Chiu-pai, Li Li-san,
Wang Ming and Chang Kuo-tao right down to the top
Party person in authorvily taking the capitalist road.
And this person represents this reactionary line in its
most concentrated form.

The two diametrically opposed lines lead to two
enlirely opposite  prospects, two entirely opposite
destinies [or the Chinese revolution. It is precisely in
the course of the struggle between these two lines that,
guided by our great leader Chairman Mao, the Chinese
revolution has hacked its way forward through all the
difficulties and advanced victoriously.

The essence of this struggle has been the question
of which road China should take. Its focal point has
always been a matter of political power. a question of
which class should exvrcise dictatorship,

(1)

Our great leader Chairman Mao teaches us: In
the stage of the democratic revolution, the focal point
of the programme of the Chinese Communist Party is
the joint dictatorship of several revolutionary classes
led by the proletariat: in the stage of the socialist revo-
lution, the [ocal point of the programme of the Chinese
Communist Party is the dictatorship of the proletariat
in the form of the people’s democratic dictatorship.

The question raised by Chairman Mao at the very
beginning of his great work On New Democracy is:
Whiiher China? In this brilliant Marxist-Leninist work,
he sums up the historical experience of the Chinese rev-
olution and the world revolution in an all-round, pen-
etrating and systematic way, scientifically formulates the
political, economic and cultural programmes for the
new democratic revolution. and clearly and thoroughly
charls the road of transition from the new democratic
revolution to the socialist revolution. He says: “The
first step or stage in our revolution is definitely not,
and cannot be, the e<loblishment of a capitalist society
under the diciatorship of the Chinese hourgeoisie, but
will result in the establishment of a new-democratic
society under the jeint dictatership of all the revolu-
tiecnary classes of Clina headed by the Chinese prole-
fariat. The revolution will then be carvied forward fo
the second stage, in which a socialist society will be
estahlished in China”

Chairman Mao sharply refuted the fallacious reac-
tionary theory which calls for a fulile attempt to
establish  the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie in
China. He explicitly pointed out that. judging by
China’s international and internal situation, anvone
who dreamed of establishing a capitalist socicly,
a socety under the dictalorship of the bourgeoisie,
weuld eventually find himself in the lap of imperialism,
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with the result that China would again become a colony
or semi-colony and part of the reactionary world under
imperialism. Here Chairman Mao was pungently refui-
ing not merely the Right-opportunist Wang Ming
whose nolorious reputation had long been established
but also the top Parly person in authority tuking the
capitalist road who has now been exposed.

This top Party person in authority taking the cap-
italist road is a seasoned opportunist and revisionist. a
representative of the bourgeoisie who has sneaked into
our Party.

Back in the early twentics. he was already singing
the very same tune as the renesade Chen Tu-hsiu. He
viciously attacked the proletarian revolutionaries, say-
ing that the seizure of political power “of course cannot
be carried out right now by such a juvenile proletariat,
judging by the present situation in China. Since it is
a matter ol the distant future, there is no need to waste
words discussing it}

Soon after Chiang Kai-shek's “April 127 counter-
revolutionary coup. he followed the renegade Chen Tu-
hsiu in ordeiing the workers' pickets in Wuhan to hand
thousands of rifles over to the Kuomintang. Further-
more, he himsell appeared at a mecting calied by the
Workers’ Affairs Department of the Central Commiitce
of the Kuomintang and reported to it about the so-
called “significance and course of the voluntary dis-
bandment of workers™ pickets by the Hupeh Provincial
General Council of Trade Unions.™

After the publication of Chairman Mao’s On New
Demaocracy, he went out of his way to attack Chairman
Mao directly. singing a tune entirely opposed to On
New Democracy. He went so far as {0 praise Chinng
Kai-shek as “the banner of the revolution”™ and declared:
“I think that under the banner of the Thiee People's
Principles of the Kuomintang the Chinese revolution
will move azhead much more smoothly than under any
other banner, at least at the present stage of the demo-
cratic revolution.™ He asked spifefullv: “Why don't we
say that we arve cairying out the Three People’s Prin-
ciples instead ol obstinately working oul something
else?”  Here this old opportunist showed himself up
cempletely as a renegade oppoesing and selling out the
revo!lution!

Aler the War of Resistance Against Japan was
wen, US. imperialism made use of its lackey Chiang
Kai-shek and tried to convert China into ils own ex-
clusive colony. At that juncture the Chinese people
were engaged in a life-and-death struzgle against im-
portadism, feudalism and burcaucrat-capitalism.  This
was a great battle that was decisive for the choice
between the two destinies, two prospects for China.
The question of state power confronted the proletariat
in a sti!l more acute way. In goed time Chairman Mao
pointed this out to the whole Party and the peonle
throughout the covntry. In his brilliant specch The
Situation cnd Our Policy After the Vicltory in the War
of Resistance Ageinst Joepan., Chalrman Mao pointed
cut: “Frem new on the strupgele will he, build what
cort of country? To buiid & new-demoeraiic country of

i1



the broad masses of the people under the leadership of
the proletariat? Or to build a semi-colonial and <cmi-
feudal country under the dictatorship of the big land-
lords and the big bourgeoisie? This will be a most
complicated struggle. At present it takes the form of a
struggle between Chiang Kai-shek who is trying to
usurp the fruits of victory of the War of Resistance and
ourselves who oppose his usurpation. If there is any
opportunism during this period, it will lic in failing to
struggle hard and in making a voluntary gift to Chiang
Kai-shek of the fruits which should go to the people.”
Chairman Mao also pointed out: “Chiang Kai-shek
always tries to wrest every ounce of power and every
ounce of gain from the people. And we? Our policy is
to give him tit for tat and to fight for every inch ol
lend.” and “as Chiang Kai-shek is now sharpening his
swords, we must sharpen ours t0o.”

It was none other than the top Party person in
outhority taking the capitalist road whom Chairman
Mao was criticizing and repudialing here as represent-
ing opportunism. Once again this cld opportunist had
svstematically set out his national capitulationist and
class capitulationist line of opposing and selling out the
revolution, at the historical juncture of the great battle
decisive for the choice between two destinies. between
two prospecets, for China. He asserted that “at present
the main form of the struggle of the Chinese revolution
has become peaceful and parliamentary: it is a legal
mass struggle and a parliamentary struggle.”® He want-
ed our Party to hand over all our armed forces and
arms to Chiang Kai-shek so that they “become unils of
the national army. national defence army. sceurily troops
and scll-defence forces™ and “to liquidate Party organi-
zations™ in the army. He demanded that our Partly “stop
its direct leadership and command of the armed forces,
which should be placed under the unified command of
the ministry ol national defence™ (that is, the Kuomin-
tang’'s ministry of national defence). In doing all this.
what he really had in mind was to get slicked up and
present himeell to Chiang Kai-shek. hoping thereby
to win favour in his eyes. He even had the elfrontery
to say that we should “be able to run for election and
get people to vote for us” and that “we are now one of
the government parties (that is, parties of the Kuomin-
tang government): we are no longer in opposition but
in power. and some people will enter the ranks of offi-
cialdom. We had some ollicial positions in the central
government in 1927 which were lost when they started
fighling, This time the positions will not be lost if
fighting starts.” What a confession of his innermost
seeret d(‘~'i|'vf

Traitors to the proletariat, the Right-wing socialists
and old-line revisionists, Dernstein and Kautsky and
their like, all preached the parliamentary road. cpposed
revolution by violence, betrayed the interests of the
proletariat and became ornaments and accomplices of
the bourgeois reactionary regimes. The top Party por-
son in authority taking the capitalist road is a bird of
the same feather! I there is any dillerence, il is this
— he was prepared to hand over the people’s political
power and the people’s army with both hands at a

12

time when China’s proletariat had an army of more
than 1.200.000 and a people’s regime was established in
arcas with a total population of more than 130 million.
This makes his advocacy of wholesale capitulation and
betrayal all the more despicable and vicious!

Al the very moment when the top Party person in
authority taking the capitalist road was attempting to
sell oul the [ruits of victory in the War of Resistance
Against Japan, leaders ol the “communist parties” of
France and Italy. such as Thorez and Togliatti, were
making a polilical deal with the bourgeoisie by banrter-
ing away the [ruits of victory won by the people at the
cost of blood and sacrifice. They handed over to the
bourgeoisie several hundred thousand weapons — the
revolutionary arms of the proletariat — in exchange for
vice-premierships and other such official positions of
the bourgeois state, and became men who will go down
in history as criminals! At this historical turning point.
our great leader Chairman Mao told us: “The arms of
the people, every gun and every bullet, must all be kept,
must not be handed over.” “The rights the people have
won must never be lightly given up but must be defend-
ed by fighting.” “If they [the Kuomintang| light, we
will wipe them out completely.” With heroic prole-
tarian courage, our greal leader Chairman Mao success-
fully resisted the worldwide adverse current ol cupit-
ulationism — “the handing over of the guns”™— and
dared to fight on and win victory, so setting a brilliant
example for proletarian revolutionaries throughout the
world. Thus the invincible thought of Mao Tse-tung
demonstrated its boundless power,

It was precisely under Chairman Mao's wise leader-
ship that our Party, our people and our army took the
correct dirvection, took firm hold of the gun, broke
through all resistance. marched forward triumphantly
along the high road of revolution, and finally won their
great victory in the people’s War of Liberation and
founded the People’s Republic of China. It was a moer-
ciless verdicet passed by history on the class capitula-
tionism and national capitulationism ol the top Party
person in authority taking the capitalist road!

(2)

The founding of the People’'s Republic of China
pushed history forward to a new stage, that is, [rom
that of the new democratic revolulion to that ol the
socialist revolution. At that moment, the struggle be-
tween the two lines was focused on which road New
China which was just founded should take — the social-
ist or the capitalist road? In the final analysis, this
struggle was over the question of whether the dictator-
ship of the proletariat or the dictatorship of the bour-
geoisie would be exercised in China.

On the eve of nafionwide victory in the new dem-
ocratic revelution, Chairman Mao pointed out clearly
in his brilliant work Report to the Second Plenary
Session of the Seventh Central Committee of the Com-
munist Party of China: “After the country-wide victory
of the Chinese revolution and the solution of the land
problem, two basic contradictions will still exist in
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China.  The first is internal, that is, the contradiction
between the working class and the bourgeoisie. The
second is external, that is, the contradiction between
China and the imperialist countries. Consequently,
alter the victory of the people’s democratic revolution,
the state power of the people's republic under the
leadership of the working class must not be weakened
but must be strengthened.”

Later, in his specch on the Party's general line for
the transition period Chairman Mao pointed out: The
founding of the People’s Republic of China on October
1, 1949, marked the conclusion in the main of the stage
of the new democratic revolution and the beginning of
the stage of the socialist revolution. He said: *“The
general line and general task of the Party during this
transition period is gradually to bring about the so-
cialist industrialization of the country and the socialist
transformation of agriculture, handicrafts and capitalist
industry and commerce by the state over a fairly long
period.  This general line is the beacon light which illu-
minates all aspects of our work. If we depart from it
in any aspect of our work, we will commit Right or
‘Left’ mistakes.”

At such a time of great new change, the top Party
person in authority taking the capitalist road once again
stepped forward as the spokesman of the bourgeoisie
to pit himself against Chairman Mao's prolefarian rey-
olutionary line. He went around [lagrantly campaign-
ing for the development of capitalism in town and
country. He raised the slogan “struggle for the con-
solidation of the new democratic system.”® He talked
nonsense, saying that “in China, there is not too much
capitalism, but too little”; “it is necessary to develop
capitalist exploitation, for such exploitation is progres-
sive™; “the more you exploit. the greater your merit
will be™ and “such historic merit will be engraved for
all time.”1® He stood for the development and long-term
protection of the rich peasant economy in the rural
arcas. And he still put forward the reactionary line
of developing capitalism and establishing the diclator-
ship of the bourgeoisie in China even alter his plans
for a bourgeois republic went completely bankrupt.

The top Party person in authority taking the capi-
talist road did his utmost to oppose China’s taking the
socialist road. He said: “It will be a very long time
before China takes really serious socialist steps.”™1 It
would take 20 years, or 30 years, although there were
different estimates, but in any case there would be
some scores of yvears of collaboration with the capital-
ists. first to realize industrialization, then to under-
take the nationalization of industry and the collectivi-
zation of agriculture. He said: “When in the fufure
industrialization is realized and there are more factories
and more products. that is when socialism should be
embarked upon.”2 Summing it up, he said: “When in
the Tuture China has industrial over-production that
will be the time for her to embark on socialism.13
“When in the [uture China has industrial over-produc-
tion” —what a remark! Industrial over-production is a
characteristic of capitalism. This remark of his right
away expesed his ambition to develop capitalism. The
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sort of things he peddled were actually not new. bul a
re-hash of the “theory of productive forces™ rubbish put
forward by the old-line revisionists including Trotsky,
Bukharin and Rykov, and smashed by Lenin and Stalin
at an carly stage alter the founding of the Soviet Union.
He completely denied the role played by the dictator-
ship of the proletariat and the advanced socialist rcla-
tions of production in promoting the growth of the pro-
ductive forces. He completely denied the fact that the
worker-peasant masses are the creators of social wealth
and are the true motive lorce pushing forward the
development of history. In his eves there were only
Messrs.  Capitalists.  With all his heart he desired 1o
rely on them to achieve “immortal cxploits”™ and to
build his “utopia™!

What kind of “socialism™ was he speaking about?
Please note the following lantastic statement he made,
He said: “Now, in the stage of new democracy. vou
capitalists can bring your initiative into full play. And
what should you do in the future during the transition
to socialism? Last time when I talked to Mr. Sung Fei-
ching (Sung Fei-ching was manager of the Tungya
Woollen Mill, a dichard counter-revolutionary whom
the top Party person in authority taking the capitalist
road lauded to the skies after liberation and who, short-
ly afterwards. fled abroad — Ed.), 1 said: ‘Now you run
only one factory. In the [uture, you can run two, three

. eight factories.  When the country makes ihe
transition to socialism, you can hand the lactories over
to the state on the latter's order, or the state will buy
them up; if the state has no money temporarily, it can
issue bonds. Then, the state will still entrust the run-
ning of the eight factories to you and vou will remain
the manager, but a manager of state lactories. As you
are capable you will be given cight more factories. ul-
together you will be entrusted with 16 factories to run.
Your salary will not be reduced but increased; however,
you will have to run them well! Will you do this?" Mr.
Sung said: ‘Of course I will!"” You will be called to a
meeting to discuss how to carry through the transfor-
mation to socialism. You will certainly not frown. but
all of you will come to the meeting with beaming
faces. 14

How wonderful! A capitalist sells eight factories
to the state and gets back 16 factories from the state.
And this is called “socialism™! At that time, a group
of capitalists did indeed exclaim “with beaming faces™:
“In the past we couldn’t fathom what the Communist
Party had in mind but now we're beginning to learn.”
And the top Party person in authority taking the capi-
talist road said to them obsequiously: “T’ll let you get
to the bottom of what the Party has in mind and let
you know what you want to know."!® What true ser-
vility! What a genuine offer of service! Haven't the
old and new revisionists all talked about “growing into
socialism peacelully”™? Here indeed was a living sam-
ple. And it is they themselves who have traly “grown
into” capitalism! Didn’t the No. 1 agent of the bour-
geoisic who “grew into” our Party thoroughly expose
his own ugly face?
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In order to hoodwink others, the top Party person
in authority taking the capitalist road also hypocriti-
cally talked about the dictatorship of the proletariat,
but his dictatorship of the prolelariat is fake proletarian
and genuine bourgeois dictatorship.

He was bitterly hostile to the working class. He
once yelled: “There are also unreliable people in the
working class” and “Don’t assume there are no prob-
lems about relying on the working class.”'0 At one stroke
he wrote off the class struggle between the proletariat
and the bourgeoisie, which mainly took the form of
restriclion and opposition to restriction [of capitalism].
He blatantly asseried: “There must be no restriction
for seven or eight years. This is beneflicial to the state,
the warkers and production.”™? He went so [ar as to
advocale: “State-owned and private enterprises should
consull together on all questions, from raw materials
to marketing, and should joeintly decide on their alloca-
tion,” and he added, “so that all can share in making
money.”® He open!v called on the bourgeoisie to “fight”
the proletariat. He said: “You must fight the work-
ers.  If vou [ail to do so, don't blame the Communist
Party if in the future the workers fight till your fac-
tories are ruined.”!? There it is! In his eyes the state
of the dictatorship of the proletariat led by the work-
ing class has the job of dealing not with the bourgeoisie
but with the working class! What is more, he openly
said: “Today we do not want dictatorship by one class.
We should represent the entire people.”™ Is this not
out-and-out betrayal of the dictatorship of the prole-
tariat?

The top Parly person in authority taking the cap-
italist road desperately opposed the socialist {rans-
formation of agriculture and sabotaged the develop-

ient  of agricultural co-operation. He disparaged
those poor peasants who took the lead in raising the
demand to organize themselves as bankrupt “poor
peasants who are unable to farm individually.”?! He de-
scribed the proposal that the agricultural mutual-aid
team should be developed into agricultural co-opera-
tives as “erroneous and dangerous utopian agrarian
socialism.”?2 In collusion with a handful of Right-
wing opportunists, he cut down the number of co-oper-
atives on a large scale, and altogether 200,000 agricul-
tural co-operatives were dissolved. He said viciously:
“What do we mean by laissez-faire? We mean al-
lowing free hiring of farm hands and freedom for in-
dividual farming; if they all have three horses and a
plough, that will be very fine. There can be no laissez-
faire for those who do not pamit the hiring of farm
hands or freedom for individual farming! Those who
interfere with the ‘three horses’ proposition are not
to be allowed to do as they please!2® In this way
he gave only to the rich peasants the freedom to develop
exploitation, but refused to give the poor and lower-
middle peasants the freedom to organize and enzgode in
mutual aid and co-operation. And his futile pui pose
in all this was to hand the vast countivside over to
the rich peasants and turn it into a base for the bour-
groisie to resist the prolelariat.

14

Polilical power has always been the instrument by
which one class oppresses another. If instead of devel-
oping socialism, the political power of the new China
that had just come into being had developed capital-
ism, if instead of resivicling the bourgeoisie it had re-
stricted the proletarviat, if instead ol vestricting the rich
peasants it had restricted the poor pcasants, and if in-
stcad of struggling against the bourgeoisic it had
“slruggled” against the proletariat and thereby com-
pletely abandoned the function it was called upon to
fulfil — that of suppressing the resistance of the
bourgeoisie and safeguarding the socialist revolution
and socialist construction — would there not  have
been a fundamental change in the nature of the polit-
ical power of New China? Chairman Mao hit the
nail on the head when he said: “What wiil happen if
our couniry fails to establish a socialist economy? It
will turn into a country like Yugeslavia, a bourgeois
state in effect, and the dictatorship of the prolelariat
will turn into a bourgeois dictatorship and, for that
matler, into a reactionary, fascist dictatorship. This
question very much warrants our vigilance and I hope
comrades will give it serious consideration.”

(3)

When the socialist transformation of the owner-
ship of the means of production has in the main been
completed, do classes and class struggle still exist in
socialist society? Should the dictatorship of the prole-
tariat be maintained and the socialist revolution carried
thiourh to the end. or should the dictatorship of the
proletariat be abolished and the way be paved for the
restoration of capitalism? These important theoretical
and practical problems were previously unresolved in
the history of the international communist movement.

Again, at this crucial historical turning point, our
great leader Chairman Mao published his On the Correct
Handling of Contradictions Among the People, his
Speech at the Chinese Communist Party's National Con-
ference on Propaganda Work and other works. These
brilliant, epoch-making documents summarized the his-
torical experience of the dictatorship of the proletariat
in the world and — for the first time in the history of the
development of Marxism — provided a scientific, sys-
temalic and penetrating exposition of contradictions,
classes and class struggle in socialist society. This was
an important landmark signifying that Marxism-Lenin-
ism had developed to a completely new stage — the
stage of Mao Tse-tung's thought,

Chairman Mao clearly pointed out that in socialist
society “the class struggle is by no means over. The
class struggle between the proletariat and the hour-
geoisie, the class struggle between the different polit-
ical ferces, and the class strugzgle in the ideological
field beiween the proletariat and the hourgeoisie will
centinue 1o be long and tortuous and at times will even
beceme very acute.” “There are siiil a number ot peo-
pie who vainly hope to restore the capitalist svstem
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and fight the working class on every front, including
the ideological ane.”

However, the top Party person in authority taking
the capitalist road did his utmost to spread the idea of
“the dying out of class struggle.” He made such absurd
stalements as:  In our country. there are no more
classes and class struggle. And “capitalists. landlords and
rich peasants will all go into socialism.”? “Afier that,
there will be no revolutionary struggle, no land reform.
nor socialist transformation,” “there will be no battle
ground for heross to show their prowess, for there will
be no landlord class or bourgeoisie for us to wipe
out.”2

“The dying out of class struggle!” This is a sheer
lie. It is the same stuff as “a state of the whole people™
and “a party of the entire people” which Khrushchov
and company used in usurping the leadership of the
Party and the state. It is the most shameful. most
thorcughgoing betrayal of the dictatorship of the prole-
tariat! Under cover of “the dying out of class struggle,”
the top Party person in authority taking the capitalist
road wanted to get the proletariat and other working
people to lower their guard. so that landlords. rich
peasants, counter-revolutionaries, bad elements and
ghosts and monsters of all kinds could emerge and
launch wild attacks on the proletariat, break up the
socialist economic base, subvert the dictatorship of the
proletariat and restore capitalism.

During this period. the top Party person in
authority taking the capitalist road mounted one fren-
zied altack after another on socialism and the dicta-
torship of the proletariat, sometimes out in the open,
someiimes behind the scenes. Just before the bourgeois
Rightists began their fierce onslaught in 1957, he
viciously attiacked the socialist system by alleging that
“there is no system which is absolutely good™ and that
“it is no good regarding only our system as good and
all others @s unsatisfaciory.”® e advocated the bour-
geois  “two-chamber system.” saying: “The People’s
Political Consultative Conference and the National
People’s Congress are in a sense in the nature of an
Upper and a Lower House.” adding: “only this is not
specilied in the Constitution.”?" He wanted to turn the
People’s Political Consultative Conference and the Na-
tional People’s Congress into a bourgeois type of Upper
and Lower House. in tune with the idea of a “political
planning institute” put forward by the Chang Po-chun-
Lo Lung-chi Alliance.

At the Lushan Meeting of the Parly in 1939, he
actively suppoerted the big conspirator. careerist and
warlord Peng Teh-huai. who styled himsell & ~Hai
Jui,” and had van hopes of overthrowing the leader-
ship of the Party Central Committee headed by Chair-
man Mao.

Alter Peng Teh-huai’s case was brought to light at
the meeting. he continued fo acet in co-ordination with
Peng Teh-huai and. while instigating people from
behind the scenes. plotted to tamper with the previously
propared summary of the meeting and turn it into a doce-
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ument dirvected against the “Left deviation™ tn oppose
Chairman Mao's proletarian revolutionary line,

Later he openly attacked the Lushan Meeting and
made absurd allegations such as that “the Lushan Mect-
ing made a mistake”: “it should not have fought the
Right deviation™:® “it was wrong to combal the Risht
deviation™; “it lelt an aftermath throughout the coun-
try."2

Especially during the three years of temporary
difficulties, he ganged up with all kinds of ghosts and
monsters at home and abioad ard worked even more
frantically for a counter-revolutionary restoration of
capitalism. He viciously attacked the Party's general
line for building socialism. the great leap forward and
the people’s communes. He clamoured that the econo-
my was approaching the verge of bankruptey: that “the
situation is no excellent one™;* “the economy is out of
balance™:3 “three parts natural calamities and seven
parts man-made disasters™; “acute contradictions have
arisen in the worker-peasant alliance.” For his own
ulterior motives, he demagogically proclaimed that the
peasants “have no ease of mind,” the workers “have
no ease of mind.” and the cadres. too, “cannot possibly
have any ease of mind,”2 and so on and so forth.

He clamoured: “There should be an opposition;
there should be an open opposition both ameng the peo-
ple and within the Party."® This is how he prepared
public opinion for the bourgeoisic to come to power.

He advocated the extension of plots for private use
and of frec markets. the increase of small enterprises
with sole responsibility for their own profits or losses
and the fixing of output quotas on the buasis of house-
holds and actively encceuraged “going it alone.”  He
said: “Sulficieat retreat should be made in industry
and also in agriculture. even to the extent of fixing out-
pul quotas on the basis of houscholds and of going it
alone!™; “therc is nothing to be frightened ol if some
bourgeois elements should emerge in sociely.
no need to fear the flooding in of capilalism.™

There 1s

With regard to the internaticnal strugglo. he beat
the drum for capitulation to the imperialists, the mod-
ern revisionists and the reactionaries of dilferent
countries and lavoured stamping out the flames of rey-
olution in the world; he advocated liquidation of strug-
gle in our relations with imperialism, the reactionaries
and modern revisionism, and reduction ol assistance and
support to the revolutionary stinaple of other peoples,

He said: “Even as regards the United States, we hope
to improve our relationships with it too.” He even as-
pired to “develop friendly relations™ with the U.S. He
asserted that Khrushchov was “unable to resiore capital-
ism in the Soviet Union.” that Khrushchov was “truly”
opposed to imperialism and that “we should unite with
them,” “seek common ground while reserving dilfer-
ences” and “together cppose imperialism.”™ % He went
so far as to tell the Commumst Pary of Batima o lay
down its arms. alleging: “You can Jdo wihout your
weapons, vou can bury them unoergicund er you can
reorganize your oops into the nsational  defence
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forces™:; and “co-operate” with Ne Win. “to what
end?” “To carry out a socialist revolution.™¥

In August 1962, he again issued his sinister book
on “scll-cultivation.” which betrays the dictatorship ol
the proletariat and leads people to become more revi-
sionist the more they cultivate themselves according to
it. The book became the “theme song” of the handflul
of counter-revolutionary revisionists in their attempls
to create public opinion for the restoration of capitalism!

These shocking and revolting facts of the struggle
show that after the capitalist economic base was in
the main destroyed, the top Party person in authority
tuking the capitalist road daily and hourly engaged in
criminal activities for the restoration of capitalism,
Particularly during the three years of temporary dif-
ficulties. he bared his fangs and hoisted the black anti-
Party cnsign calling for “an opposition” and to turn
the clock back.  He launched an  all-mound attack
against the Party and socialism on the political,
economic and ideological-cultural fronts. thus present-
ing an extremely serious threat to the political power
ol the proletariat.

If things had developed according to his counter-
revolutionary revisionist line. drastic class differentia-
tion would have occurred in the countryside; new bour-
geois clements would have appeared in great numbers
in the cities: the masses of workers and poor and lower-
middle peasants would have had a second dose of suf-
fering and sunk back into the miserable life of slaves
and beasts of burden: our country’s socialist economic
base would have been utterly destroved: a complete
change would have taken place in the nature of our
proletarian state power and history would have been
turned back on to the old road leading 1o a semi-colonial,
semi-feudal  society. What a  dangerous thing  this
would have been!

At the Tenth Plenary Session of the Eighth Central
Commitlee of the Party in 1962, our great leader Chair-
man Mao issued the great call “never forget class
struggle”™ and sounded the clarion for the proletariat
to launch an all-round mass counter-attack against the
bourgeoisie. The top Pariy person in authority taking
the capitalist road was now like “a locust in late
autumn.” approaching his doom with each passing day!

4)

The history of the dictatorship of the proletariat
tells us that political power remains the most funda-
mental of all questions in the class siruggle under the
diclatorship of the prolelariat.

Summing up the rich historical experience of the
dictatorship of the proletariat in the world and taking
into account the grave fact that the top Party person in
authority taking the capitalist road was plotting a res-
toration of capitalism. our great leader Chairman Mao
personally aroused the hundreds of millions of the rev-
clutionary people and led them in launching the great,
unprecedented  proletarian  cultural revolution. Thus
the revolution under the dictatorship of the proletariat

'h

in our country enters a new, and still decper and
broader stage. It is a great and decisive battle be-
tween Chairman Mao's proletarian headquarters and
the bourgeois headquarters of the top Party person in
authority taking the capitalist road.

In that great historic document, the May 16, 1966
Circular of the Central Committee of the Chinese Com-
munist Party, Chairman Mao pointed out: “Those rep-
resentatives of the bourgeoisie who have sneaked into
the Party, the government, the army and various cul-
tural circles are a bunch of counter-revolutionary re-
visionists. Once conditions are ripe, they will seize polit-
ical power and turn the dictatorship of the proletariat
into a dictatorship of the bourgeoisie. Some of them
we have already seen through, others we have not. Some
are still trusted by us and are being trained as our suc-
cessors, persons like Khrushchov, for example, who are
still nestling beside us. Party committees at all levels
must pay full attention to this matter.” By “persons
like Khrushchov' nestling beside us. Chairman Mao was
referring to none other than the top Party person in au-
thority taking the capitalist road and the bourgcois
headquarters headed by him.

Why was Chairman Mao's revolutionary line re-
sisted and opposed time and again over the past 17
vears? Why did an undercurrent favouring a restora-
tion of capitalism come to the surface again and again?
Primarily it is because a bourgeois headquarters had
entrenched itself in the apparatus of the dictatorship
of the proletariat. And this bourgeois headquarters was
the greatest menace to the dictatorship of the proletariat
and the greatest danger to the socialist state.

The great proletarian cultural revolution has
sounded the death-knell for the handful of Party per-
sons in authority taking the capitalist road. Struggling
in wild desperation as they saw their end approaching.
the top Party person in authority taking the capitalist
road. in collusion with another top Party person in
authority taking the capitalist road. formulated and
put into operation a bourgcois reactionary line.  They
countered Chairman Mao's directive by sending oul a
large number of work-teams to suppress the revolu-
tionary mass movement. In Tsinghua University and
at the No. 1 Middle School affiliated to the Peking
Teachers” Training University, where the movement
was directly under the guidance of China’s Khrushchov,
the spearhead of struggle was aimed at the revolution-
ary masses and a number of revolutionaries were
labelled counter-revolutionaries.”  As for the cadres,
his policy was to hit hard at many in order to protecl a
handful. One issue of the bulletin of the work-team in
Peking Universily, which was cireulated with his approv-
al. described a revolutionary incident as a counter-revo-
luticnary incident. and he called on the whole country
to follow suit and to impose a white terror. encircling
and suppressing revolutionaries and insligating one sce-
tion of the masses to fight another. and he did all this
in a vain atlempt to stamp out the raging flames of
the great proletarian cullural revolution ignited by
Chairman Mao himself.
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At this crucial moment our great leader Chairman
Mao convened the 11th Plenary Session of the Eighth
Central Committee of the Parly. published his big-
character poster “Bombard the Headquarters,” a poster
ol great historic significance, and personally guided the
drawing up of the Decision of the Central Committee
of the Chinese Communist Party Concerning the Great
Proletarian Cultural Revolution. This thoroughly ex-
posed the bourgeois headquarters headed by the top
Party person in authority taking the capitalist road,
proclaimed the bankruptey of the bourgeois reactionary
line he had been pushing and announced the victory
of Chairman Mao's proletarian revolutionary line. This
is another great contribution by Chairman Mao to the
Marxist-Leninist theory of proletarian revolution and
the dictatorship of the proletariat,

Led by the great supreme commander Chairman
Mao himsclf, the revolutionary masses throughout the
country have carried the great revolutionary mass
movement to ever greater heights and they have linal-
ly dragged out this No. 1 agent of the bourgeoisie within
the Party and his gang of scoundrels. In the upsurge
of revolutionary mass criticism and repudiation which
has been launched throughout the countiv. he and his
gang are now caught in a net from which there is no
escape, cast by the hundreds of millions of revolu-
tionary armymen and people. They resemble the pro-
verbial “rats scurrying across the street with everyone
velling: Beat them! Beat them!” What is this “monstrous
creature,” this top Party person in authority taking
the capitalist road, actually like? His own criminal
histery of sham revolution and actual counter-revolu-
tion in the past forty yecars and more provides the ir-
refutable answer. The evidence of these crimes is con-
clusive. The iron-clad proofs pile up mountain high.
Can he then absolve himself by deception, by denials
or by resistance? “Whither now the God of Plague
may I ask? The flames of his funeral pyre light up
the skies!”

The great proletarian cultural revolution is a major
event for our great people. In the brilliant light of
Mao Tse-tung's thought the sea of red flags surges for-
ward, the masses in their hundreds of millions are
struggling and studying, and are criticizing and repu-
diating the bourgeoisie. Mae Tse-tung's thought has
become their food, their weapon and their compass.
They vow to be good fighters of Chairman Mao. They
vow to ensure that the proletarian state will never
change its colour! Mao Tse-tung’s thought has united
the hundreds of millions into an all-conquering, invin-
cible material force that is shaking the old world and
creating the new.

“Only socialism can save China!”

All through the past decades, our great teacher,
great leader, great supreme commander and great
helmsman Chairman Mao has commanded the mighty
army of the revolution. and has directed it to pursue
the tottering foe, to bind the Grey Dragon, and to make
great plans and attack all that is corrupt and evil. He
has steered the ship of the Chinese revolution [orward
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through the torrents. by-passing the hidden reefs,
braving the winds and waves and advancing in triumph.
He has brought Marxism-Leninism to a completely
new stage — the stage of Mao Tse-tung's thought.

It is Chairman Mao who has taught us that the
new democratic revolution is the necessary prepara-
tion for the sccialist revoluticn and the socialist revolu-
tion is the inevitable sequel to the new democratic
revolution. Fellowing the victory of the new democra-
tic revolution, it was necessary, without interruption,
for the revolution to move on to the stage of socialism.

It is Chairman Mao who has taught us that political
power grows out of the barrel of a gun and that only
with guns can the old world under the rule of imperial-
1sm and all reaction be transformed.

It is Chairman Mao who has taught us that after
seizing political power, the proletariat must persist in
and consolidate the dictatorship of the proletariat and
keep to the socialist road. No matier how many things
we may have to do. we must never forget the dictator-
ship of the proletariat.

It is Chairman Mao who personally initiated the
great and unprecedented proletarian cultural revolu-
tion, and who has taught us that classes and class strug-
gle continue to exist throughout the historical period
of socialist society. and that under the dictatorship of
the proletariat. the revolution must be carried through
to the end.

“The East is ved; the sun rises; Mao Tse-tung has
appeared in China.”

The orientation given by Chairman Mao is the
orientation for the revolutionary people of the whole
world. The road which he has opened up is the road
along which the revolutionary people of the whole
world will advance.

Whither China? Whither the world? The wheel
of history is moving in the direction pointed out by
Mao Tse-tung's thought!
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