UNITY - CRITICISH - UNITY

(21 June 1967)

In an epochuzaxing, brilliant article "On the Correct Handling of Co.i-
tradictions Among the People," Chairman lMao taught us: to solve contralic-
tions among the people, it is necessary to measure "unity-criticism-unity,
in detail, namely, starting from the desire for unity to solve contradiciicrs
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through criticism or struggle, and thus achieve a new unity of & new bvase.'...

At present, there are still people who do not uncderstand the importvarnce
¢ criticisn and self-crifticism. They do not understand that vaniiy-criticisz-
unity has b tne method alweys taugnt by Chailrman kMao and the ocnly correcs

ol or:
lve contradictlons among the pecple. They do not understand
rio other way besices this.
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Scme comrades think that they are perfect. Waenever there is a shors-
coring or mistake, they do not conduct a conscienticus practice of self-
criticism, nor do they tolerate others' criticism. It is dangerous for then
to "give orders" which are metaphysical in nature and incompatible with
Marxism-Leninism and the theory of understanding Mao Tse-tung's thougnt....



Those comrades in authority should, in particular, bring stcut demo-
cratic practices, inspire and listen to criticism, and withstand criticien.
They should teke the initiative to conduct self-criticism of their cwn nis-
takes. In case they are in a passive position, they must every more con-
scientiously listen to the criticism of others and remain calm in order to
make & sincere self-examination. Chairman Mao has taught us: 'The sky will
rot fall and you yourself will not fall, if you let people talk. Supnose
you do not let people talk. There might be one day wnen you fall." This is
an indestructicle truth.

There are svill scme comrades who often shift from one extreme toc an-
other. %Unen criticism has not yet been launched against their own comrades
in regard to the cuestions among the people, they seem to see no shncricomings
or mistakes at all; but once criticism is lauinched, or when they hear of scze
"tips," they consider that other people must be "very guilty' and zust ve
"overthrcwn." Cur ccmraies are rnot enemies. I they corxmit mistales in
werk, they can make correction. Why should we not let others correct mis-
takes? Whny snhould we not let others make revoluticn?...

To cdeal with the comracdes who committed mistakes, the varty's poli-
cies are: "Taxe warning from the past in order to be more careful in the
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future,” '"Watch and help," and "Unity-criticism-unity."

Cheirran Mao has sald that to develop criticism, "the essential thing
is to start with a desire for unity. Without this subjective desire for
unity once the struggle starts it is liable to get out of hand. Wouldn't
this then ve the same as 'ruthless struggle and merciless blows'? Tould
there bve any party unity left to speak of?" Chairmen Mao szid: "In dealing
with comrades who committed mistakes, whether one should adopt an attitude
oT nostility or an attitude of assistance is a criterion for deternining
whether one has a good or bad intention." If one tries to finisa all ccii-
racdes who cormmitted mistakes among the peovle with a single blow, one jus:
blurs the demarcation line between the contradictions emong the pecple and
those between the enemies and ourselves, and actually denies the formula of
"Unity-criticicm-unity." This action is metapnysical, and runs counter o
Marxism-Leninism and to the theory of krnowledge of Mao Tse-tung's thoughs.

o help those who commit mistakes, one often fails to develcd
ism. The great proletariat cultural revolution is a great revc-

lution touching the souls of the people. Without "correct, undisiorted,
< ST

s
Cuisd

serious criticism and self-criticism,” it is impossible to touch the

of the people.

In the course of the great proletarian cultural revolution,
the masses and the revolutionary students and teachers, 1t 1s an es
to correctly and effectively handle the contradictions among the peop
cording to the formula of "unity-criticism-unity" and to carry out
prove work by maxing full use of the weapon of criticism and seif-c
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cy so doing will we
ccncerntrate our eflorts
in autncrity taxing the
higher level.

e avle to unite all the pecople that can te
to fiercely attack the harndiul of top rarty
capitalist road, and raise cur strugzle to



