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ROUND THE WEEK

Facing South

News from the coal pits is front-
paged in the national press these days,
as reports of new production records
pour in from the nation’s collieries.
They tell the story of February's
production plan completed ahead of
schedule and a further leap in aver-
age daily outiput.

On February 27, miners of the
Chinghsi colliery on Peking’s western
outskirts surpassed their target for
coal-cutting by 1.14 per cent. The
plan for tunnelling was exceeded by
3.78 per cent on that same day. The
Shengli coal mine in Fushun, one of
China's biggest coal centres, fulfilled
its February targets for both coal-
cutting and tunnelling four days be-
fore the scheduled finishing time.
Similar success stories came from the
Fenhsi colliery in Shansi Province,
the collieries of Pucheng in Shensi
Province, those in Canton, Kwangtung
Province, and others.

This steady flow of encouraging
news from the coal shafts began, as
a matter of fact, on the very first day
of the year. And the experience of
our coal industry indicates that as the
first days go — so goes the year. 1961's
coal prospects look good.

Miners in each of these collieries
have their own tale to tell of how
they did it. As varied as they are in
detail, they all boil down to a com-
bination of brain and brawn.

Fushun’s Shengli coal mine is a
typical case. Unlike a number of the
other fore-running collieries, Shengli
is an old mine. In geological condi-
tions and equipment it is not com-
parable to the newer ones. As a rule,
it is difficult for such mines to main-
tain a steady climb in output. But
neither Shengli’'s managerial staff nor
its rank and file coalminers were
content to let things drift. The
administration mobilized miners and
staff members in a combined effort at
new conquests. An emulation cam-
paign was launched which called on
miners and stall workers to “excel in
six things” — production, salety, punc-
tuality, mutual aid, solidarity and the
spreading of advanced technique. For
administrators the goal is to excel in
getting things done, overcoming dil-
ficulties, promoting solidarity and

co-operation, relying on and activizing
the masses, and directing production.
Leading cadres are also keen to im-
prove their style of work. Avoiding
getting glued to their desks they are
found in the pits sharing the miners’
life, ecating and mining with them,
and consulting them on production
problems when and where they arise.
Not long ago, Sun Keh-chien, director
of Shengli. personally inspected and
helped to improve the mine’s main-
tenance work, transport and ventila-
tion. Last October, as output sky-
rocketed transport began to lag and
became a problem. The administra-
tion called on the miners to apply
their extensive knowledge accumulated
through their long work experience to
help break the bottle-neck. The result
was a shower of rationalization pro-
posals from up and down the shaft.
Subsequently, seven new cable lines
and over 500 carriages repaired and
returned to service in short order.
Today old Shengli mine fired by the
new spirit is renowned throughout
the country as a “red flag” in the
nation’s coal industry.

Commenting on the glowing reports
from the coal mines, the author of a
recent article in Renmin Ribao re-
called an old Chinese saying: “There
is always spring in the house that
faces south.” Our socialist cause is a
“house facing south.” And our coal
production is warmed and grows in
that socialist spring. Despite the
adverse effects of natural calamities
in agriculture, the speed of our in-
dustrial development is unknown to
the capitalist countries and beyond
their capabilities. Already China’s
coal production has surpassed that of
Britain and Western Germany, and
has left Japan far behind. In this
sphere in the capitalist world only
the United States is still dble to com-
pete with us. Yet it took her 19 years
to increase her coal output from 130
million to 400 million tons whereas
we travelled the same distance in
three short years.

Freshman Farmers

Since last autumn huge numbers
of peaple of almost every occupation,
trade and profession from all over
our land streamed to the countryside
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taken up other
jobs. Seven, for
instance, have be-
come accountants.
Still others with
special techniques
are working at the
jobs they know
best. A bamboo-
ware man is now
making baskets
for the commune,
and a blacksmith

is still happily
Coal Town Sketches by Wu Pi-tuan hammering farm
implements.
to aid the nationwide agricultural

drive.

A greal many of these new recruits
to agricullure are greenhorns, who
know liltle or nothing about farming.
And even for some “old hands” —
those who originally hail from the
countryside —a brush-up course is in
order since farming techniques, like
all others, have developed with the
years. This explains that interesting
sight currently witnessed in the coun-
tryside — the fields of many a people’s
commune turned classroom.

In Kiangsi Province, central south
China, on the grounds of the Pinghu
Produclion Brigade in Zhixia People’s
Commune, special classes are in ses-
sion, with seasoned farmers lecturing
and demonstrating various aspects of
farming technique to the newcomers.
The old-timers give their apprentices
a kind of “learn as you work course”
working alongside them and coaching
them as they go. While ploughing his
plot, veteran farmer Chang Ting-
tseng asked his apprentices to follow
him, watch closely and do exactly as
he does. On the return trip, positions
were reversed and the newcomers were
asked to do it themselves while he
watched from behind and corrected
their working style. In this way he
taught nine new farm hands how to
plough properly within a week.

The same kind of “tutoring” is being
given in the fields of Shensi Province,
northwest China. One of the produc-
tion brigades in Nanhai People’s Com-
mune has some 220 new hands from
cities and towns. Veteran farmers
signed contracts with the new arrivals
promising t{o pass on all the “Uricks
of the trade.” Now most of them
have a firm grasp of at least the rudi-
ments of farming and e out in the
fields deep in spring ploughing. Be-
sides those working in the Tficlds,
many have acquired other skills and
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Sun Yat-sen Anniversary Marked

March 12 was the 36th anniversary
of the death of Dr. Sun Yat-sen,
China’s great revolutionary democrat.
To mark the occasion, leading mem-
bers of the Revolutionary Committee
of the Kuomintang visited the Memo-
rial Hall in the Temple of Azure
Clouds in Peking’s Western Hills and
placed flowers before his bust.

In Nanking, leading members of the
local Communist Party organization
and government, as well as representa-
tives of other democratic parties and
people’s organizations visited the Sun
Yat-sen Mausoleum. In Shanghai,
where Dr. Sun once lived, leading
members of the local Communist Partly
committee and government paid a
visit to Dr. Sun’s former residence,
and in Canton, local leaders and repre-
sentatives of the democratic parties
visiled the Sun Yat-sen Memorial
Hall where they placed wreaths in
memory of the great Chinese patriot.

Minority Cultures

From Yunnan on China’s southwest-
ern lip comes word that quile a lot
has been done by local historians and
writers in three years of comprehen-
sive research and study into the social
history, culture and art of the many
nationalilies residing in that province.
On the basis of their findings they
have compiled many volumes on the
history and literature of Yunnan's
minority peoples. The province has
the biggest number of national mino-
rities in China.

Research began in 1958 when his-
torical and literary circles in Yunnan
organized two special teams {or sys-
tematic study of the historical develop-
ment of the national minorities in the
provinee and their literature and folk
arts. Belween 1958 and 1960 the tcam

studying history, composed of mem-
bers of the Yunnan Institute of History,
the History Department of Yunnan
University, the Nationalities Institute
of the Chinese Academy of Sciences
and five other organizations, conducted
three investigations among 20 na-
tionalities in the province, with special
emphasis on the Yis, Tais, Chingpos.
Kawas and Lisus. In more than two
yvears of intensive work, the data ac-
cumulated ran to some 40 million
Chinese characters. The team has
compiled 26 volumes of materials on
the subject.

The team for research on folk
literature, composed of members of the
Yunnan Institute of Literature and the
Kunming branch of the Chinese
Writers' Union, canvassed eight special
administrative regions and autonomous
chou in the province. It painstakingly
unearthed, gathered and sifted the
rich legacy of literature and arts of
the Pais, Nahsis, Tais, Chingpos, Hanis
and Yis. Now it is in possession of
thousands of singular and precious
works of folk literature, many of which
are full-length epics, poems and folk
tales.

Speaking, incidentally, of minority
cultures, the Government last week set
up two special committees — one to
guide the cultural work of the national
minorities and the other to guide his-
torical research on the nationalitics.
The work of the [lirst of these commit-
tees, which is under the Ministry of
Culture, is, among other things,
Lo outline objectives and draft poli-
cies for developing the cultural work
of the national minorities, uncover
and assist in the study of their cul-
tural heritage, and study their art
activities. The committee to guide
the work of  historical research
under the Nationalities Commission
has set itself among other tasks
the mapping out of research pro-
grammes, organizing the work and
studying problems which may arise in
its course, and helping to train cadres
from among the national minorities
to undertake historieal research.

Peking Review







	img001.pdf
	img002.pdf
	img003.pdf
	img004.pdf

