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THE WEEK

Among the major events of the week:

® The Chinese Government has decided to release and repatriate
all the 3,213 Indian military personnel captured while attacking Chinese
frontier guards. This was announced in a statement issued on April
2 by the Chinese National Defence Ministry (see p. 14).

On the same day the Chinese Foreign Ministry notified the Indian
Embassy in China of this decision.

Renmin Ribao hails the decision as another important step taken
by the Chinese Government on its own initiative in seeking a peace-
ful settlement of the Sino-Indian boundary question.

® The Chinese Red Cross Society has been entrusted by the
Chinese frontier guards to assist in repatriating all captured Indian
military personnel. It has notified the Indian Red Cross Society of
this fact and 144 captured personnel will be repatriated on April 10.

® In the past week the Chinese Foreign Ministry sent another
three notes to the Indian Embassy in China:

The note of March 24 protested against India’s recent intrusions
into China’s territory and air space. It demanded that India put an
immediate stop to its aggressive activities on the China-Sikkim border,
dismantle all fortifications it had built on Chinese soil and im-
mediately withdraw its troops from Chinese territory.

In its note of March 25 the Chinese Foreign Ministry refuted New
Delhi's slanders against China in connection with the boundary agree-
ment between China and Pakistan. It pointed out that China and
Pakistan had every right to sign an agreement on the boundary
question.

On March 25 the Chinese Foreign Ministry protested against the
use of the Tibetan rebels by the Indian Government for interfering
in China’s internal affairs.

® Two Chinese ships are on their way to India to bring back
Chinese nationals persecuted by the Indian Government.

® Chou En-lai, Vice-Chairman of the Central Committee of the
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of people’s congresses at all levels in
the Tibet Autonomous Region were
promulgated on March 30. Ratified by
the Standing Committee of the Na-
tional People’'s Congress on March 30,
the regulations were drawn up in ac-
cordance with the Constitution and
the Electoral Law of the People’s Re-

Tibet region.

The regulations provide that peo-
ple’'s congresses at all levels will be
elected by the people of all nationali-
ties in the region on the basis of
universal suffrage. All citizens of the
People’s Republic of China living in
the region, who have reached the age
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of 18, have the right to elect and to
be elected, irrespective of their na-
tionality, race, sex, occupation, social
origin, religious belief, education, prop-
erty status, or length of residence.
Women have equal rights with men to
elect and to be elected. Rebels,
counter-revolutionaries and others
who have been deprived of political
rights according to law, and insane
persons, do not have the right to elect
or {o be elected.

The regulations lay down the num-
ber of delegates to the people’s con-
gresses at all levels, and stipulate that
election committees, dealing with all
matters pertaining to the election of
people’s congresses, shall be set up
under the people’s governments at all
levels in the autonomous region. The
members of the election committees
at various levels are to be appointed
by the people’s government at the
next higher level. The election com-
mittee at the level of the autonomous
region will consist of representatives
of the Chinese Communist Party and
the people’s organizations and other
patriots, and will include women. The
members of election committees at the
level of municipalities with districts,
counties, municipalities without dis-
tricts, municipal districts, townships
and towns may be decided according
to local conditions.

Electoral districts are divided in ac-
cordance with the population, the
geographical conditions in which the
people live and production organiza-
tions. Monasteries and convents with
large numbers of monks and nuns
may be classified as separate electoral
districts.

The regulations also
provisions for the nomination of
candidates, election procedure, and
penalties for activities directed against
the proper holding of elections.

lay down

Pardons to War Criminals

The Standing Committee of the
National People’s Congress decided to
grant pardons to a group of war
criminals of the Chiang Kai-shek
clique, the puppet ‘“Manchukuo” re-
gime and the puppet “Inner-Mongoe-
lian Autonomous Government.” The
decision was made after discussing a
proposal submitted by the State
Council to grant pardons to those war
criminals who. after a certain period
of reform, have truly changed and
turned over a new leaf. This is the
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fourth group of war criminals par-
doned since 1959.

On March 30. Chairman Liu Shao-
chi of the People’s Republic of China
issued an order in accordance with
the decision of the N.P.C.''s Standing
Committee. It provides that:

(1) War criminals of the Chiang
Kai-shek clique, the puppet “Manchu-
kuo” regime and the puppet “Inner-
Mongolian Autonomcus  Govern-
ment,” who have been imprisoned for
ten years and have truly changed and
turned over a new leaf, are to be
released;

(2) War criminals who were
sentenced to death with two years’ re-
prieve, of which one year has passed,
and who show signs of having truly
changed and turned over a new leaf,
may have their sentences reduced to

life imprisonment or imprisonment
for 15 years or more;
(3) War criminals who were

sentenced to life imprisonment and
have served seven years, and who
show signs of having truly changed
and turned over a new leal, may have
their sentences reduced to imprison-
ment for ten years or more.

The order is to be carried out by
the Supreme People’s Court and high
people’s courts.

Industry Strides Forward

Industry reports an even, steady rise
in production since the beginning of
the year. January-February output of
coal, power, crude oil, steel, copper,
chemical fertilizer, tractors, motor cars,
cotton yarn, machine-made paper and
30 other major industrial products
outstripped production plans, with a
higher average daily output than in
the corresponding period of last year.
A further rise in output has been
registered for the first half of March.

Twenty-four major coal mining
centres exceeded their production
quotas for January-February. These
mines account for about half of the
nation’s coal output. In January, they
produced between them a daily average
of 12,000 tons above quota; in Feb-
ruary they raised this figure by another
19.000 tons. Compared with the same
span of last year, the output of
chemical fertilizer in the first two
months showed a 62 per cent increase;
chemical insecticides upped by 27 per
cent, and tractor production by 67 per
cent. These products are being shipped

immediately to the rural people’s com-
munes.

More sewing machines, bicycles,
rubber-soled shoes and other goods
were also produced in the last two
months. The boost in production is
coupled with a marked rise in quality
for most light and heavy industrial
goods. There has also been an increase
in the range of goods produced and
economies in the use of raw materials.

These tangible successes are to be
attributed to the workers’ warm
response to the call of the Communist
Party and People’s Government to
step up production and practise econ-
omy. They are also a direct result
of the policy of “carryving out re-
adjustments, consolidating, {illing out
and improving quality” in industrial
production. Workers in all industrial
enterprises are pressing ahead with
their emulation drive for higher out-
put, befter quality and lower produc-
tion costs. They are doing their best
to tap potentialities to the full. out-
strip output targets for the [irst
quarter and lay a solid foundation for
the fulfilment and overfulfilment of
production plans this year — the first
yvear of China’s Third Five-Year Plan.

Spring Ploughing and Sowing

China is striding
spring farming season.

into the busy

In the warm southern and south-
western parts of the country, the rural
people’s communes have already
planted large areas to early rice.
Further north, in the fertile Yangtse
River valley and on the north China
plain, some communes have already
put quite a large acreage under early-
ripening crops while others are busy
ploughing their land and completing
preparations for sowing. The com-
munes in various parts of Hopei Prov-
ince, north China. have to date sown
barley and other quick-ripening crops
on half a million mu of land.

Up in the northeastern provinces.
spring sowing will hit its stride in
about two weeks. But in the Liaoho
and Sungari basins, the communes lost
no time in planting spring wheat when
the weather gradually turned warm.
In Taian County, which accounts for
a good proportion of the spring wheat
grown in Liaoning Province. some
11,000 mu have been sown to this
crop. The bulk of the nation’s spring
wheat is grown in Heilungkiang Prov-
ince. Here, the communes in some

Peking Review, No. 14




parts have also started sowing their
spring wheat.

Conditions are favourable for the
spring ploughing and sowing this year.
The weather, for one thing, has been
fairly propitious. Though some parts
of the country experienced a dry spell
last winter, they have had a good
amount of rain or snow in the last
two months. In early March, rain or
snow fell in practically all the grain
and cotton producing areas, with the
exception of northeast China. It con-
tinued for about ten days, and was the
most extensive and heaviest recorded
this year. This welcome fall has ended
the drought in the northern parts of
Honan, Kiangsu and Anhwei Prov-
inces and considerably offset the effects
of a long dry spell in others.

Better all-round preparations are
reported everywhere in the country-
side. Adequate amounts of quality
seeds have been laid by and more
improved farm implements are avail-
able for use. Large quantities of
chemical fertilizers have been shipped
in time to the villages for the spring
ploughing and sowing, and the com-
munes themselves have accumulated
enough manure and compost. Com-
munes in provinces along the Yangtse
have, in addition, planted large areas
to green manure which is particularly
good for the growth of paddyrice.
Hupeh Province, in central China, ex-
tended its area under green manure
by 1.7 million mu this year. During
the winter months a great deal of
work was also done on water con-
servancy projects all over the country-
side. In Hupeh alone, over 300,000
projects of varying sizes were com-
pleted in the past few months. This
will put a larger area under irrigation
than ever before.

On top of all this, the commune
members are more enlhusiastic than
ever in their work and in developing
their collective economy. This year,
they plan to get in a good harvest not
only of grain but of cotton, tobacco
and other industrial crops as well.
Communes in the cotlton belts in the
Yellow River basin and elsewhere
have set aside their best land for
cotton. and in mass discussions mapped
out concrete plans for enlarging the
cotton acreage.

Three national conferences were
held recently on growing cotton,
tobacco and mulberry trees for silk-
worms, Officials from provincial agri-
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cultural organizations, commune lead-
ers and model peasants are confident
that they can increase the production
of these and other industrial crops this
year.

“Learn From Comrade Lei Feng”

In Peking thousands of people are
flocking to see the exhibition on his
life. All over the country people are
crowding the theatres to see the play
or the documentary film about him.
Millions have read and loved his
diaries widely published in the na-
tion’s press. Songs and poems written
about him are on the lips of China’s
younger generation. Hand-written
inscriptions by Chairman Mao Tse-tung
and other leaders reproduced in
the press call on the nation to follow
his example. Today, only a few
months after his premature death, he
is called “the great ordinary soldier”:
everybody knows his name and learn-
ing from Lei Feng has become a na-
lionwide movement.

Lei Feng was a young squad leader
in a transport unit of the Chinese Peo-
ple’s Liberation Army. A homeless
orphan before the liberation, he lived
the bitter life of the oppressed in the
old society. After liberation, studying
and working conscientiously under the
guidance of the Communist Party, he
grew into a fine man, imbued with the
noble ideology of a communist and
with the moral qualities befitting a
proletarian revolutionary. As a civil-
ian, he worked in a Party office, in
a factory and on a farm. In each case
he was elected a model worker. In
the army he won special citations and
became an outstanding soldier and a
mbdel member of the Communist
Youth League.

His greatness lies in his communist
qualities which found expression in
the plain everyday work he did. His
thinking and deeds clearly reflected
his clearcut class stand, his revolution-
ary spirit of suiting his actions to his
words, his wholehearted, staunch and
selfless devotion to the cause of com-
munism.

The exhibition now open in Peking
is jointly sponsored by the General
Political Department of the P.LL.A. and
the Central Committee of the Commu-
nist Youth League. In graphic detail
it tells of his love for his country, his
determination to safeguard it at all
costs, his hopes for the future while
not forgetting his sufferings in the old

society. It tells how he was content
to be “a tiny screw” —which plays an
ordinary but important role in the
great cause of building socialism, how
he loved whatever work he did, and
did it well. It tells of Lei Feng help-
ing a factory save cement from a sud-
den downpour, in his off-duty hours
lending a hand in the fields to mem-
bers of a rural people’s commune, dur-
ing a train trip helping the conductor
look after fellow travellers, secretly
contributing his savings to a people’s
commune, always ready to help his
work-mates and fellow soldiers in
their duties. What attracts most at-
tention among the 300 exhibits are his
diaries in which the young soldier
recorded his thoughts and events in
his daily life. Modestly written, these
entries testify to his sterling character,
his unselfish attitude in work and com-
radely consideration for others and,
above all, his communist outlook ex-
pressed in the ideal he set himself to
“live so that others may live better.”
It is precisely these qualities that have
won him the admiration of the na-
tion and that inspire the people to
emulate him.

The movement to learn from Lei
Feng has only just begun, but millions
have already been stirred and inspired
by his example to greater efforts in
their work in every field of socialist
construction, and to a greater aware-
ness of the historic tasks which
today confront “ordinary” men and
women,

Sino-Indonesian Treaty Anniversary

In an exchange of greetings on the
second anniversary of the Sino-
Indonesian Treaty of Friendship and
the Agreement on Cultural Co-opera-
tion, Chinese and Indonesian govern-
ment leaders pledged themselves to
strengthen further the friendship and
co-operation between the two coun-
tries.

At a receptfion given in Peking on
March 30 by the China-Indonesia
Friendship Association in honour of
the occasion, Burhan Shahidi, pres-
ident of the association, was host to
many distinguished guests. They in-
cluded Vice-Premier Chen Yi, Indo-
nesian Charge d'Affaires ad interim
Suffri Jusuf and his wife, and diplo-
matic officials of the Indonesian
Embassy.

Vice-Premier Chen Yi gave a toast
to the growing friendship and co-
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