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THE WEEK

Premier Chou Meets Guinean
Government Trade
Delegation

Premier Chou En-lai and Foreign
Trade Minister Li Chiang on February
15 met and had a cordial and friend-
ly conversation with Moussa San-
guiana Camava. lcader of the Govern-
ment Trade Delegation of the Re-
public of Guinea and Minister of
Internal Commerce, and all members
of the delegation.

The deleg:tion paid a {friendly
visit to China from February 7 to 186.

n February 15, a trade protocol for
1974 between China and Guinea and
an agreement on the provision of
commodity loans by China to Guinea
were signed in Peking.

Foreign Minister Chi Replies to
His Algerian Counterpart

In a message to UN. Secretary-
General Kurt Waldheim on January
30, President Houari Boumedienne of
the Algerian Revolutionary Council
proposed convening a special session
of the U.N. General Assembly to dis-
cuss “development, international
economic relations and all their im-
plications with a view to establishing

# new system of relations based on
equality and the common interest of
all states.”

Algerian Foreign Minister Abdel
Aziz Bouteflika on February 4 sent
a message to Chinese Foreign
Minister Chi Peng-fei on the pro-
posal. He expressed the conviction
that “your government which has
always worked in favour of co-
ordination and promotion of co-
operation will join the non-aligned
countries in their effort to assure the
success of the session.”

On February 12, Foreign Minister
Chi Peng-fei sent a reply to his Al-
gerian counterpart expressing sup-
port for the proposal.

February 22, 1974

The reply message says: “The
Chinese Government and people
have consistently supported Third
World countries in their struggle to
safeguard state sovereignty and in-
dependence, develop their national
economies. protect natural resources
and oppose imperialist plunder, ex-
ploitation and control.”

It expresses the conviction that
“this just struggle will achieve still
greater success through the concerted
co-operation and joint efforts of the
numerous developing countries at the
special session of the U.N. General
Assembly.”

All Captured Saigon Military
Personnel Repatriated

Major Pham Van Hong and 42
other officers and men of the Saigon
troops captured in China’s fight of
self-defence at her Hsisha Islands
were repairiated on February 17 at
Shumchun in Kwangiung Province.

The first group, consisting of five
sick and wounded captured Saigon
troops and the captured American
who was ill. were repatriated on
January 31.

China thus has repatriated all 48
officers and men of the Saigon troops
of south Viet Nam and an American
who intruded into China and were
captured by Chinesc People’s Libera-
tion Army units, militiamen and
fishermen in the fight of self-defence
at China’s Hsisha Islands on January
19 and 20, 1974.

While in China, the captured per-
sonnel were provided with clothes,
bedding and other daily necessities
by the Chinese People’s Liberation
Army units and given physical check-
ups and treatment by Chincse army
medical workers in accordance with
the policy of lenient {ireatment
captives. The capiured personnel
were also organized to visit lactories,

for

rural people’s communes and other
public establishments.

Old Ideas of Looking Down on
Peasants Criticized

Renmin Ribao on February 7 re-
printed on its front page a letter
writlen by a woman college graduate
to the Hopei Ribao togelher with the
latter’s edilor's note. The letter
criticized the old tradition of looking
down on the peasants.

A graduate of the Hopei Teachers
University in 1968. Pai Chi-hsicn
went in December that year to a pro-
duction brigade of the Yentsun Peo-
ple’s Commune in Hopei's Tsanghsien
County to be re-educated by the poor
and lower-middle peasants. She
later became a teacher at the com-
mune’s middle school and married an
ordinary peasant. This was ridiculed
by some people with outdated ideas:
“I's a pity a Peking-born college
graduate married a peasant!” Her
father also was unhappy, saying:
“Marrying a peasant and living in
the countryside all your life, what
future will you have?’ One teucher
even called it a “scandal.”

Pai Chi-hsien did not yield. She
said in her letter: I know that
those people and I have different
standpoints and are thinking of dif-
ferent things. Therefore. no com-
mon understanding on  this matler
can be reached between us. Some
people think life in the countryside
is hard, while I think a plain life is
good. Some consider my marrying a
peasant to be discreditable, while I
think those who only think of per-
sonal comfort and look down upon
peasants are disgraceful. Some peo-
ple think peasants arve dirty. This
shows their world outlook is wrong.
Chairman Mao said that “the workers
and peasants were the cleanest peo-
ple and, even though their hands
were soiled and their feet smeared
with cow-dung, they were really

(Continued on p. 21,)
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Struggle Between Two Lines in the ldeological Sphere
Buring the Spring and Autumn Period

And the Warring States Period

— Secial changes during the Spring and Autumn Period and
the Warring States Period as seen from the contention of
views between the Confucion and Legalist schools.

by Yang jung-kuo
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SHINA was a slave society during the Yin and the
Western Chou Dynasties. When it reached the
Spring and Auturan Period (770-476 B.C.) and the War-
ring States Period (475-221 B.C.), the times were those of
rapid changes from the slave system to the feudal
svstem.

It was in this period of rapid social changes that
slave struggles against enslavement and oppression by
<lave-owners kept on developing. For example, in the
Stale of Chen, there was a revolt by the masses sent
{0 build the city walls in 550 B.C.; there was a revolt
in 520 B.C. by the “artisans” under the royal
nousehoid of Chou* against the household; in 478 B.C.
the handieraft slaves of the State of Wei besieged and
attacked Duke Chuang of Wei. Handicraft slaves in the
State of Wei in 470 B.C. used their tools to attack the
ducal household™* and drove oul Marquis Cheh of Weil
To oppose the rulers of the State of Cheng, some slaves
gathered in places densely covered with reeds to form
resistance groups. In the State of Tsin it was recorded
that the masses ran away as il from a pursuing encmy
as soon as the ruler issued an order; in other words, they
fled 10 demonsirate their opposition to their ruler.

Impelled by the foree of the ¢lass struggle by the
slaves and the masses, the system of land ownership
was also going through a change. In the old slave so-
ciety of the Yin and the Western Chou Dynasties, all
land had belonged to the royal clan. Because of the
increasc in the power of private families and emergence
of privately owned land after the middle Spring and
Autumn Period, the State of Lu in 594 B.C. (the [ilteenth
vear of Duke Hsuan of Lu) had {o initiate the system
of levying tax on privaic land and thereby recognized
private ownership of land. At that time, this was a
significant change. Consequentily, there emerged the

) *Royal houschold refers to the house and property,
including land and slaves, ol the supreme ruler of the Chou
Dynasty.

** Ducal houschold refers to the house and property of
a duke conferred by the Chuu Dynasty.
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landlords and tenants as well as peasants coming from
freemen and tiling their own fields. As a resull, the
individual economy started to develop.

From the Spring and Autumn Period to the Waring
States Period, the cnslaved masses’ struggle developed
further. Once example was the slave revoll in the State
of Chin led by a man called Chih; numbering several
thousand. the insurgents dealt the slave-owning aristo-
crats of different states at the time heavy blows. Be-
cause of this, Chih was held in great esteem by the
enslaved masses and cxcreised great inlluence in so-
ciely. At that time the land of the newly emerging
landlords was tilled by the masses who paid rent, which
meant that the feudal relations of production were
further developed. A number of slaves became frec
through their struggles and some of them sold their
labour power and became farm labourers exploited by
the newly rising landlord class.

This changing situation naturally made it impos-
sible to keep the old laws and institutions of the Yin and
the Western Chou Dynasties which maintained the
political hierarchy und exploited the slaves. The resull
was that “the rites were lost and music was ruined.” pa"
the Warring States Period, people no longer talked aboul
the “rites” and “sincerity.” The rule under the slave
system was confronted by irretrievable doom.

Therefore, the Spring and Autumn Period and the
Warring States Period was a time of rapid social changes
and a time of transition [rom the slave sysiem to the
feudal system. During this transition the slaves were
fighting for liberation and the new forces were rising.
And they all rose to launch continuous attacks on the
slave-owning class. Wasn't this very clear?

Under these circumstances, fierce struggles between
two diilerent classes and two different lines also made
their appearance in the ideological sphere. As Lenin
was {o point out: One must not fail to see “the struggle
of parties in philosophy, a struggle which in the last
analysis reflects the tendencies and ideology of the an-
tagonistic classes in modern society. Recent philosophy
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is as partisan as was philosophy two (housand years ago.”
{(Mzterialism and Empirio-Criticism.) Also as Chairman
Mao pointed out: “In class sociely everyone lives as a
member of a particular class, and cvery kind of thinking,
withoul exception, is stamped with the brand of a class.”
(On Praciice.)

Coniucius and later followers of the Confucian
school like Tzu Ssu and Mencius were the represenia-
lives of the ideology of the declining slave-owning class
at that time, while the representatives of the ideology
of the newly rising landlord class were people like Shuang
Yang and Han Fei of the Legalist school. Another phi-
losopher Hsun Tzu belonged to the Confucian school, but
Judging by his philosophical viewpoint and political
thought, he basically represcnted the ideology of the
newly rising force.

From the ideological struggle between the Confu-
cians and the Legalisls, we can see the momentous
-changes in society at the time. Whether 10 promote the
development of the new system, or to try lo preserve
the old system; whether 1o serve the needs of (he newly
s ising class in accordance with historical devclopment,
or try to turn history back by following the examples of
“lormer sage-kings™; whether to advocate the rule of
“law” suited to the development of the new age, or stub-
bornly try to preserve the so-called rule of *“riles™ in
the old system; whether 1o iry to solve contemporary
problems with the current actual struggle in mind, or to
use subjective concepts to define the developing cbjec-
tive reality —all this was bound to find expression in
the struggle between the progressive class and the resc-
tionary class of that time. So the contest in idcology
between the Legalists and the Confucians reflected {hoe
siruggle between the two classes and two lines al Lhatl
lLime,

The actual ideological struggle between the Legalists
and the Confucians during the Spring and Autumn
Period and the Warring Siates Period was as follows.

Confucius

o, Confucius* (551-479 B.C.) lived towards the end of
‘he Spring and Autumn Period. At that time continu-
ing slave uprisings and the emergence of the new force
gradually made it impossible to preserve the so-called
ruie of “rites” which upheld the rule of the slave system.
ldcas about changing the old system began to appear.
Two examples are: In 536 B.C. the people of the Siale
of Cheng had inscribed the law code on metal, and
in 513 B.C. the people of the State of Tsin cast an iron
ripod inscribed with the laws. Thus when the
luws were so inscribed in the State of Cheng, a
conservative in the State of Tsin, Shu Hsiang, held

* Confucius was a native of Chufu in the Slate of Lu,
which embraced the southwestern part of today’s Shantung
Province, with its capital in Chufu (tie present Chufu
County). His thoughl was mainly recorded in the Analects.
As 1o the eriticism of Confucius, another artiele by the same
author entitled “Confucius— A Thinker Who Stubbornly
Upheld the Slave System™ was published in Peking Review,
No. 41, 1973,
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that once the laws were made public, the slaves
would make trouble and wage siruggle against the aris-
tocrats according to the laws. When the State of Tsin
cast the (ripod, Confucius even more strongly opposed
it. He alleged that if these laws governing the
relationship between slaves and aristocrats were written
down in a code and engraved on the tripod for
all to know, how could the aristocrats’ rule under the
slave system be respected? There would be no “proper
order [or the noble and the mean,” and how could this
be called a slave-owning state? Conlucius stubbornly
took the stand of the slave-owners, irying to defend the
old system.

That Confucius tried hard to preserve the old ovder
can also be seen from the fact (hal as soon as he was
made acting prime minister of the State of Lu in 497
B.C., he had the social reformer Shaocheng Mou killed.,
He accused him of gathering a crowd to form an as-
sociation, propagating heretical views and conlusing
right and wrong.

Duke Chien of the State of Chi at that time was
cruclly exploiting ti:e slaves who deeply hated him. Tien
Cheng-tzu of Chi, howcver, changed the mode of pio-
duction under the slave system into a feudal one to suit
social development and it was said that he “took landl
rent frem the people using a smaller doun [a Chinese
unit for dry measure], but gave or lent grain to the
people using a bigger dou.” The people of Chi supporied
him and later, in 485 B.C., he killed Duke Chien and
seized power.  Confucius, howover, stubbornly took the
stand of the slave-owners and usked Duke Ai of Lu o
suppress Tien with armed [orce.

Confucius did his best (o preserve the old order of
the slave system. The central idea he advocated was
“jen” (benevolence), and the gist of it was “lo restrain
oneself and restore the rites.” He saw that the newly
rising force was attacking the old order: for instance,
the three Houses of Chi, Mengsun and Shusun of the
State of Lu divided up part of the land belonging to
the ducal household of Lu into three shares and each
look one. Afterwards, the House of Chi changed the
mode of production by collecting rent on the land
acquired in this division. Confucius was very much
against this and denounced the Chis time and again, con-
sidering the division of ducal land and the reform they
adopted to be most improper and a concrete expression
of lailure to restrain themselves.

When Confucius saw that the slaves were fighting
for liberation, he said: “The inferior men do not fear
heaven’s will because they do not know it; they bully
the superior men [the slave-owning class] and revile the
words of the sages [spokesmen of the slave-owning
class].” He maintained that this was not in accordance
with the doctrine of the mean and clamoured that “to
act according to the mean (chung yung) is the highest
virtue.” But, he continued, “for long the common pco-
ple have fuiled to do so,” that is, the enslaved pcople
had long opposed the slave-owners’ rule and few had
abided by the doctrine of the mean. This was because
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