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Chairman Mao Meets Chairman Robaya

HAIRMAN Mao Tselung on the afternoon cf

November 12 met Salem Robaya Ali, Chairman of
the Presidential Council of the People’s Democratic
Republic of Yemen, and principal members of the
dcicgation of the P.D.R.Y. he was leading. They had
a cordial and {riendly talk.

Membors of the delegation present at the neeting
were Ali Saleh Obad Mugbel, Chief of the Seeretariat
© f the Central Commitice of the Political Organization
of National Front: Mohamed Saleh Mutee, Minister of
Foreign Aftairs; Ali Salem Al-Beedh, Minister of Plan-
ning and Abdul Aziz Abdul Wali. Minister of Econo ny
and Tndustry.

November 22, 1974

Al the meeting, Chairman Mao extended a warm
welcome to Chairman Robaya on his second visit to
China and to the other distinguished guests from
Pemocratic Yemen on their present visit. Chairman
Robaya paid his first visit to this country in August
1970 during which Chairman Mao had a mceting with
him.

Present at the meeting on November 12 were Teng
Hsiao-ping, Vice-Premier of the State Council; Wang
Hai-jung, Vice-Minister of Forcign Affairs: Tang Wen-~
sheng, Deputy Department Direclor of the Foreign
Ministry and Li Liu-ken.
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Chairman Robaya Concludes
China Visit

The Delegation of the People's
Democratic Republic of Yemen, led
by Salem Robaya Ali, Chairman of
the Presidential Council, paid a
friendly visit to China from Novem-
ber 10 to 18.

Vice-Premier Teng Hsiao-ping was
host at a welcoming banquet given in
the name of Premier Chou En-lai on
November 11. Host and guest spoke
at the banquet. (For excerpts of their
speeches see pp.6 and 7.)

Before the distinguished guests
left Peking to visit other places,
Chairman Robaya gave a grand
banquet on November 13.

Samdech Norodom Sihanouk,
Head of State and Chairman of the
National United Front of Cambodia,
and Chinese leaders Teng Hsiao-
ping. ITua Kuo-feng and Hsu Hsiang-
chien attended.

In his speech at the banquet,
Chairman Rcbaya said: We had a
friendly meeting with your respect-
ed leader Chairman Mao Tsetung.
We also had a friendly conversation
with Premier Chou En-lai. We had
frank and amicable talks with you
on international questions of com-
mon concern and on developing and
strengthening the relations between
our two countries and peoples. The
consolidation and reinforcement of
the militant friendship and co-
operation between Democratic Ye-
men and People’s China will further
promote unity and co-operation
between our two countries.

He added: All that we have seen
and learnt in our two visits to the
People’s Republic of China is a con-
crete and vivid proof that countries
of the Third World in Asia, Afriea
and Latin America can wipe out all
vestizes of colonialism and feudal-
1Ism and make greater progressive
achievements in a relatively short
time so long as their peoples unite
as one against their common enemies.

Vice-Premier Teng  Isiae-ping
siid:  During his stay in Peking,
Chairman Robaya once again had a
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cordial and  friendly meeting and

conversation with Chairman Mao
Tsetung and met Premier Chou En-
lai. In the past few days, we had an
exchange of views on important in-
ternational issues of common in-
terest and on further developing the
friendly relations and co-operaticn
between our two countries, and
satisfactory results were achieved.
We signed a new agreement on eco-
nemic and iechnical co-operation,
We are very glad to see that His Ex-
cellency the Chairman’s current
visit to China has made a new con-
tribution to further increasing our
mutual understanding and develop-
ing the friendship between our two
pecples and the friendly rclations
and co-operation between our two
countries.

He said:.We have always consi-
dered that the just struggles of the
peoples of various countries in the
world support each other. The
victory of the Chinese revolution is
inseparable from the sympathy and
support given by the people of the
world, including the Arab pcople.

The Vice-Premier said: China is a
developing socialist country. In the
25 years since the founding of
the People’s Republic of China,
the Chinese people have achieved
certain successes in their work in
various fields. However, there are
still a number c¢f shortcomings in our
work. Our contribution to the peo-
ple of the world is still very limited.
Under the leadership of Chairman
Mao and ihe Chinese Communist
Party, we are determined {o persist
in continuing the revolution under
the dictatorship of the proletariat,
work hard to run China's affairs
well and strive to make a greater
centributisn to mankind.

Sino-Japanese Maritime
Transport Agreement Signed

A China-Japan Maritime Transport
Agreement was signed on November
13 in Tokyo. Chinese Vice-Foreign
Minister Han Nien-lung and Japa-
nese Vice-Foreign Minister Fumihiko
Togo signed the agreement on behalfl
of their respective governmenis. At

the signing ceremony were Japanese
Foreign Minister Toshio Kimura and
Chinese Ambassador to Japan Chen
Chu.

The agreement is the third govern-
mental agreement signed between the
two countries on the basis of the joint
statement of the Chinese and Japa-
nese  Governments following the
Trade Agreement and Air Transport
Agreement. This indicates further
development in the friendly relations
between China and Japan.

A reception was given in Tokyo to
celebrate the conclusion of the agree-
ment. It was jointly hosted by the
Naticnal Headquarters of the Japan-
China Friendship Association (Or-
thodox), the Japan-China Cultural
Exchange Association and the Japun
Association for the Promotion of
International Trade. They pledged to
work for the conclusion of a treaty of
peace and friendship between the two
countries,

Japanese Prime Minister Kakuei
Tanaka on November 15 met and
had a warm and friendly conversa-
tion with Vice-Foreign Minister Han
Nien-lung who handed the Prime
Minister a letter from Premier Chou
En-lai.

Philippine Trade and Economic
Mission in China

The Philippine Trade and Econem-

&

ic Mission to China, led by Vicente #®

Paterno, Secretary of Industry cf the
Philippines, arrived in Peking on
November 7 for a friendly visit lo
China.

Vice-Premier Li Hsien-nien met
and had a {riendly talk with the mis-
sion cn November 12 in Peking. Both
expressed the hepe that friendly rcla-
tions between China and the Philip-
pines would develop further.

Li Chiang, Chinese Minister of
Foreign Trade, gave a banquzi to
welcome the Philippine guests when
they arrived in Peking. In his {cast
al the banquet, the Minister suid:
Friendly exchanges between the two
couniries in recent years have been
resumed and developed and tradc
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between them has also increased. The
recenlt visit to China by Madame
Mircos has contributed to promoting
relations between China and the
Philippines and {riendship and
mutual understanding between our
two peoples. He expressed the con-
viction that as a result of the mis-
sion’s visit, trade between China and
the Philippines will be further
developed.

The mission left Peking to visit
Kwangchow on November 14,

Autumn Export Commodities
Fair Closes

China’s 1974 Autumn Export Com-
#wodities Fair came to a successful
close in Kwangchow on November 15.

Held in the excellent situation in
which the movement to criticize Lin
Pizao and Confucius is being broad-
cned and deepencd continuously,
the iair received over 23,000 visitors
from more than 100 countries and
regions of the five continents and
overseas Chinese as well as com-
patriots from Hong Kong and Macao.

Al the fair which was held with
salisfactory results, China concluded
a great number of {ransactions with
[riends from many countries and
regions. Chinese foreign (rade
workers exchanged views with

#\iends from Third World countries
and other friendly countrics on the
further development of trade rela-
tions in the interests of the growth
of their economies.

Foreign friends, overseas Chinesc
and compairiots from Hong Kong
and Macao took lime out during the
fair io visit factories, rural people’s
communes, hospitals and schools, The
Chinese people’s revolulionary spirit
of sell-reliance and hard struggle
deeply impressed them.

China’s cxport commodities fair
has become a place of definite in-

fluence for world trade and an im-
portant channel for China t{o develop
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friendly contacts with the people and
traders of different countries.

108th Anniversary of Dr. Sun
Yat-sen’s Birth
Commemorated

Personages from various circles in
Peking gathered at a cercmony in
Chungshan Park’s Sun Yat-secn Me-
morial Hall on November 12 to com-
memorate the 108th anniversary of
Dr. Sun Yat-sen's birth.

Attending the ceremony were Shen
Yen-ping and Hsu Teh-heng, Vice-
Chairmen of the National Committee
of the Chinese People’s Political Con-
sultative Conference; Liao Cheng-
chih, Member of the Central Com-
mittee of the Communist Party of
China; Liu Yu-fa and Tung Hsiao-
peng, leading members of the United
Front Work Department of the C.P.C.
Central Committee; Chia Ting, Vice-
Chairman of the Peking Municipal
Revolutionary Committee; as well as
Members of the Standing Committec
of the Natlional People’s Congress,
Members of the Standing Committee
of the C.P.P.C.C. National Commit{ee,
Deputies to the National People's
Congress, Members of the C.P.P.C.C.
National Committee, Members of the
Central Standing Committee and
Central Committee of the Revolu-
tionary Committce of the Kuomin-
tang and personages from other
circles.

A portrait of Dr. Sun Yal-sen hung
in the memorial hall, with pots of
cypress trees and flowers in front of
it. After Chen Tzu-sheng, Member of
the Central Standing Committee of
the Revolutionary Commitlee of the
Kuomintang, declared the ceremony
open. Hsu Teh-heng laid a baskel of
[lowers before Dr. Sun Yat-sen's
portrait on behalf of the C.P.P.C.C.
National Committee. Baskets of
flowers were also laid before the
porirait by Liao Cheng-chih, and by
Liu Yu-fa on behalf of the United
Front Work Department of the C.P.C.
Central Commitlee, by Chu Yun-
shan on behalf of the Central Com-
mittee of the Revolutionary Com-
mittee of the Kuomintang and by

Chia Ting on behalf of the Peking
Municipal Revolutionary Committee.

Ceremonies commemorating the an-
niversary were also held in Shanghai,
Nanking, Kwangchow and Wuhan
that day.

News Briefs

e Vice-Premier Li Hsien-nien on
November 12 met the Yugoslav
Government  Scientifiec, Cultural,
Educational and Technical Delega-
tion led by Krsto Bulasle, Director
General of the Federal International
Institution of Scientific, Culiural,
Educational and Technical Co-opera-
tion of the Socialist Federal Republic
of Yugoslavia. An agreement on
scientific and technical co-operation
between the Governments of China
and Yugoslavia was signed in
Peking the same day.

e Vice-Premier Teng Hsiao-ping
met the U.S. University and College
Presidents’ Delegation led by Pro-
fessor Roger Heyns, President of the
American Council on Education, on
November 14.

® Yao Wen-yuan, Member of the
Political Burcau of the Central Com-

mittee of the Communist Party of

China, on November 12 met corres-
pondents of the Rodong Sinmun of
Korea Ham Jang Hui and Chu Han
Ryul. On November 14, he met all
members of the Delegation of the
“Voice of Viel Nam’' Radio with chief
edifor Tran Lam as leader and
Nguyen Khac Bao, a department
head, as depuly leader.

e Hua Kuo-feng, Member of the
Political Bureau of the Central Com-
mittee of the Communist Parly of
China, on November 11 met the
members of the Kenyan Badminton
Delegation. President of the Kenyan
Badminton Association Rao headed
the declegation and the team was
headed by President of the Kenyun

Olympic Committce Kasyoka. The
next day, Comrade Hua Kuo-
feng met all members of the

Posts and Telecommunications Dele-
gation from the Democratic Republic
of Viet Nam led by Vu Van Quy,
Acting Director of the General
Bureau of Posts and Teclecommunica-
tions.
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At Banquet Welcoming Chairman Robaya

- Vice-Premier Teng Hsiao-ping's Speech

(Excerpts)

IF‘OUR years ago when Chairman Robaya first visited
China, our two sides had a full exchange of views
on international issues of common interest and the Mid-
dle East situation. We were of the same view that the
situation of the anti-imperialist struggle of the people
of the world was excellent and that it would become
better and better. The facts of the past four years show
that the developing international situation has become
more favourable to the people of all countries and unfa-
vourable {o imperialism, particularly the two super-
powers. The united struggle of the Third World against
imperialism and hegemonism is daily developing and
continuously winning new victories. The Third World,
which comprises the great majority of the world popu-
lation, has become the main force propelling the ad-
vance of world history. Beset with troubles both at
home and abroad and ridden with crises, the super-
powers are having a very tough time. They have been
thrown into a plight aptly described by the Chinese
verse, “Flowers fall off, do what one may.”

The situation in the Middle East is most heartening.
During the Middle East war of October last year, the
Arab armymen and civilians and the Palestinian people
rose in a courageous fight and brought about an excel-
lent situation. The Arab countries and peoples used
oil as a weapon to decal a heavy blow at Zionism and
big-power hegemonism. This had a very far-reaching
significance and effect in advancing the just struggles
waged bravely by the Third World peoples to defend
their state sovereignty and national resourcess The
7th Arab Summit Conference held in Rabat recently
once again demonsirated the Arab countries’ firm will
and determination to unite as one and fight shoulder
to shoulder against their enemy. We warmly hail the
important achievements ol this conference. The Arab
nation is a great nation with a gloricus tradition of
struggle. The hundred million Arab people including
the Palestinian people, uniting themselves and waging
an unremitting struggle for the recovery of lost terri-
tories and national rights, will eventually be victorious.

The further the two superpowers decline, the more
frenziedly they will contend with each other for world
hegemony and the more they will intensify their aggres-
sion and plunder against other countries, the Third
World in particular, The superpower that flaunts the

signboard of “socialism™ and says one thing but does
another is particularly despicable and vicious. The
fundamental cause of the intranquillity in the world,
in the Middle East and in the Indian Ocean is the fierce
contention between the superpowers and their scheming
and trouble-making. The superpowers are the biggest
international exploiters and oppressors of today and
the source of a new world war. The so-called “detente”
they are playing up is meant to deccive people and cover
up their aggressive nature and the truth of their war,
preparations, We must not relax our vigilance. «

The Chinese Government and people will, as al-
ways, firmly stand by the Palestinian and other Arab
peoples and resolutely support them in their just strug-
gle for the recovery of lost territories and national
richts. We are convinced that, althcugh the road of
their struggle will be tortucus, the Arab people includ-
ing the Palestinian people, who have been tested and
tempered in wars, will surely surmount all difficul-
ties and obstacles and win new and still greater vic-
tories.

Both China and Democraiic Yemen beleng to the
Third World. Our two peoples have forged a profound
{riendship in the prolonged struggle against imperial-
ism and colonialism. We are glad to see that in recent
years the industrious and valiant people of Democratic
Yemen, under the leadership of the Presidential Council
headed by Chairman Robaya, have achieved many suc
cesses in defending national independence and state
sovereignty and developing the national economy and
culture. In international affairs, Democratic Yemen
firmly supports the Arab people including the Palestin-
jan people in their struggle against Israeli Zionism
and actively supports the national-liberation movements
in Africa and the just struggles of the Indochinese and
Korean peoples. You have made contributions to the
cause of the Third World against imperialism and hege-
monism. We always heartily rejoice at the achieve-
ments of our friends. We wish you still greater suc-
cesses on your road of advance.

Let us work together for the common anti-imperial-
ist cause, for the promotion of the long-standing friend-
ship between our two peoples and for the strengthening
of the friendly relations and co-cperation between our

.1wo countries.
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Chairman Robaya's Speech

(Excerpts)

LTHOUGH our two countries are separated by vast

seas, this has not hindered the strengthening and
deepening of the relations between our two peoples,
for the militant solidarity of our two countries forged
in the common struggle against common enemies has
reduced the dislance between us.

The solid friendship between our two countries took
shape in our protracted struggles against imperialism,
colonialism and out-moded relationships.

Since the action of June 22, 1969, the People's Demo-
eratic Republic of Yemen has achieved many successes
in safeguarding national independence and state sover-

#ignty, securing progress and prosperity for the masses
of the people and all other fields.

The Arab people of our entire region are noted for
their staunch struggle and abilily to surmount all dif-
ficulties. At the present stage there is an international
plot designed to eliminate the struggle of the Palestin-
ian people and wipe out the Arab liberation movement.

The victory of the 1973 October war has demon-
strated to our enemies, Zionism and imperialism, that
the Arab people can persist in struggle and learn from
their experience so long as they close their ranks and
fight for the victory of their great cause.

The People’s Democratic Republic of Yemen will
continue to adhere to its consistent principle and firm-
ly support the struggle of the Palestinian people, with
the Palestine Liberation Organization as their represen-
tative, until the realization of the legitimate national
rights of the Palestinian pcople.

#>  The positive results of the 7th Arab Summit Con-
ference in Rabat are a historic success for the cause of
the Palestinian people. They will surely strengthen
the Palestinian people’s struggle in all fields. The res-
olutions adopted at the conference will also promote
the Arab nation’s struggle against imperialism and
Zionism.

The destiny of each country should be decided by
its own people. All countries, particularly all progres-
sive countries, should support the struggles of oppress-
ed peoples and colonial peoples, and resolutely oppose
intervention and foreign presence, especially military
presence aimed at sabotaging national-liberation move-
ments.

The purpose of the struggle waged by the Omani
people under the leadership of the People’s Front for
the Liberation of Oman is the complete realization of
their national objectives: the flourishing, progress and
prosperity of the Omani people; the ending of foreign
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interference and the termination of foreign presence
and control in all forms.

The People’s Democratic Republic of Yemen sup-
ports and aids the people of Oman in their struggle for
the realization of their legitimate objectives.

The international situation has become more com-
plicated, but in the [inal analysis it is favourable to the
struggle of the people of all countries. The more the
people of all countries wake up and close their ranks,
the greater is the possibility for them to realize their
objectives. It will be impossible to achieve peace un-
less the people of all countries realize their legitimale
national objectives and national self-determination,
their independence and state sovereignty are preserved
and all their natural resources are under their cwn
control, and all foreign bases are dismantled. Therefore,
we demand that the Indian-Oeean be made an ocean of
international peace and security.

Both our countries belong to the Third World, so
it s possible to further decpen the reclations between our
fwo peoples and two couniries. We shall unite more
closely with other Third World countries and pecoples to
fight on the same balille front against our common
enemies — imperialism and Zionism — and for achieving
the social and economic progress of all peoples.

For the purpose of strengthening the unity of the
Third World peoples, it is necessary for ithem to help
and support each other and exchange views in all
fields and by whatever means.

The People’s Democratic Republic of Yemen sup-
ports the Korean people in their struggle for the uni-
fication of their pecple and their fatherland by peace-
ful means and will support, as always, the programme
put forward by President Kim Il Sung for the peaceful
unification of the Korean people and their fatherland.
We support the Vietnamese people’s struggle and
strongly condemn U.S. imperialist interference. Abiding
by our principle, we will continue to support the strug-
gle of the Vietnamese people until the realization of the
programme of the Provisional Revolutionary Govern-
ment of the Republic of South Viet Nam and of the
Vietnamese people’'s aspirations for unification and
progress.

The People’s Democratic Republic of Yemen con-
demns U.S. imperialism f{or ils scheme of engineering
the coup d’etat by its running doz Lon Nol and opposing
the Cambodian pecple.

The People’s Demccratic Republic of Yemen is
proud to be one of the first countries to condemn that
coup d’etat and support the struggle of the Cambodian
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people under the leadership of the National United
Front of Cambodia headed by Samdech Norodom
Sihanouk and the Royal Government and will con-
tinue to adhere to this principled position. At the
same time, we support the struggle of the Lao people.

The people of the African countries have won tre-
mendous victories in their struggle against colonialism,
imperialism and racism and in their liberation move-
ments. The African people have steadily sirengthened

Struggle Between Confucian and Legalist Schools and
Ancient China’s Science and Technology

HE struggle between the two lines of the Confucian

and Legalist schools has had a profound influence

for more than 2,000 years on all spheres of social life in

China as well as on the development of science and
technology.

Scientific and Technological Contributions by
Ancient China’s Working People

Chairman Mao has pointed out that “China has one
of the oldest civilizations in the world” and that
“throughout the history of Chinese civilization its agri-
culture and handicrafts have been renowned for their
high level of development; there have been many great
thinkers, scientists, inventors, statesmen, soldiers, men
of letters and artists, and we have a rich store of classical
works.” (The Chinese Revolution and the Chinese Coin-

Chaochow Bridge,

their unity in the struggle against Rhodesian and South
African colonialism and racism.

We support the peoples of Mozambique, Angola,
Namibia and Rhodesia in (heir struggles and liberation
movements. Arab and African unity will certainly
enable the liberation movements in these countries to
win still greater victories. At the same time, we also
support the liberation movements in Asia and Latin
America.

-

by Li Chun

munist Party.) China was the world's biggest centre of
origin of crops, many of which were first domesticated,
selected and bred from wild plants by the working peo-
ple of ancient China. An advanced farming system of
rotating green manure crops with grain and other crops
was introduced more than 1.400 years ago.

A systematic record of astronomical observations
has been kept in China from early times. The world’s
earliest table of fixed stars was prepared in the middle
of the Warring Slates Period (475-221 B.C) and the
appearance of new stars and sunspots was recorded as
early as the Han Dynasty (206 B.C.-220 A.D.). In ancient
China the working people built the magnificent Great
Wall, constructed many large water conservancy works
which are still of benefit today and dug the Grand Canal
linking the south with the north. In their fight against
diseases throughout the
ages, they have accumu-gx
lated rich experiences and
made Chinese medicine
and pharmacology the
great treasure-house it is
today. Great inventions
such as the compass, paper
making, printing and gun-
powder gave tremendous
impetus to the develop-
ment of world civilization.

“The people, and the
people alone, are the mo-
tive force in the making of
world  history.” (Mao
Tsetung: On  Coalition
Government.) Many out-
standing inventors and
scientists in ancient Chi-
nese history came to the
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fore from the working people's ranks. They included
Lu Pan who was an architect in the Statc of Lu in the
Spring and Autumn Period (770-476 B.C.) and was known
for his inventions in architecture, carpentry and tool-
making; the stonemason Li Chun in the Sui Dynasty
(581-618) who designed the famous Chaochow Bridge in
Hopei Province; the three persons in the Northern Sung
Dynasly (960-1127) —Pi Sheng, a commoner who in-
vented movable printing type, the astronomical mathe-
matician Wei Pu and the river-tamer Kao Chao who

devised an ingenious method for damming the diverted.

Yellow River; and the innovator in textile techniques
Huang Tao-po who was a child-bride and lived in the
Yuan Dynasty (1271-1368). All these historical facts are
vivid proof of what Chairman Mao has said: “The lowly
are most intelligent; the elile are most ignorant.” The
working people who create both the material and the
spiritual wealth are the real masters of science and
technology.

- Struggle Between the Confucian and Legalist
Lines and Views on Nature

The Confucian and Legalist schools played entirely
different roles in the working people’s great struggle to
develop science and technology.

Representing the reactionary and declining classes
and political forces in history, the Confucian school
pushed a political line of restoration and retrogression.
The Confucianists were hostile to innovation, sneered at
production and despised the working people. Confucius,
the master of the Confucian school, rebuked his disciple
Fan Chih as a “mean person” because the latter asked
to be taught farming. Mencius clamoured that severe
punishment should be given to those who opened up
wasteland and developed production. The Confucian
classic Records of Rites, a collection of essays on rites
by Confucianists before the Chin (221-207 B.C.) and Han
(206 B.C.-220 A.D.) Dynasties, even siated: *“Death to
those who mislead the people with their marvellous skill

nd instruments.” This actually meant persons like Lu
2an, Han Yu, a Confucianist in the Tang Dynasty (618-
907), raved: “A superior man looks down upon ail kinds
of handicraIfsmen.” To deveclop production was a crime
and inventors, it was held, should be killed. Such were
the “rites” of the Confucian school. A gang of parasites,
the Confucianists wanted the working people to provide
them with their needs while on the other hand they
trampled on the working pecople. This was the “way of
right” of the Confucian school!

Under the rule of the reactionary ideological and
political line of the Confucian school, the {alents of the
working people were stifled, their inventions and crea-
tions were cast into oblivion and scientific and techno-
logical history was reversed. In the history books of the
Cenfucian school, there were no records of Pi Sheng's
invention of movable type for printing or Kao Chao's
ingenious method of damming the river. Many very
valuable scientific works of ancient China were lost
owing to contempt and persecution by ieactionary Con-
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fucian thinking. According to the “Yi Wen Chih"”
(Bibliography) of the History of the Early Han Dynasty,
there were seven medical treatises and eleven collections
of prescriptions at that time. But after the Eastern Han
Dynasty (25-220) when the Confucian line became domi-
nant, all were lost except Nei Ching (The Yellow Em-
peror’s Manual of Internal Medicine). According to Chi
Min Yao Shu (Guide to Agriculture and Animal Hus-
bandry), a voluminous work by the agronomist Chia
Szu-hsich in the Northern Wei Dynasty (386-556), there
were many important agricultural books in the Chin
and Han Dynasties, but not one was completely pre-
served. Representing the corrupt and parasitic nature
of the reactionary declining classes, the Confucianists
pushed the reactionary political line of *“restraining
oneself and returning to the rites” and followed the
reactionary ideological line that “everything is decided
by heaven.” All this meant that they could only have
an adverse and desiructive effect on the development
of science and technology.

Opposed to the Confucianists, the Legalists mounted
the stage of history in the Spring and Autumn Period
and the Warring States Period as the political repre-
sentatives of the rising landlord class. Vigorous reform-
ers in their time, they advocated change and progress
and attached great importance to farming and military
affairs. Thus they played an active role in promoting
the working people’s struggle to transform nature.
China’s water conservancy work made several big
achievements during the Warring States Period and the
Chin and Han Dynasties. For instance, the famous
Tuchiangyen irrigation system in Ktanhsien County in
western Szechuan Province built by the State of Chin
during the Warring States Period, the Chengkuochu
irrigation system built by Chin Shih Huang before he
unified the whole country and the Lingchu irrigation
system built later in northern Kwangsi, as well as the
Paichu irrigation system south of Chengkuochu in Shen-
si Province all showed progress and improvement in
enginecring techniques. Important milestones in ancient
China’s water conservancy work, these projects were
built by the working people and embodied their wisdom."
It was by no means accidental that these magnificent
enginecring works were built in the period when the
Legalist line dominated. This is convincing evidence
that the Legalist ideological and political line helped
promote the development of production and science and
technology.

The Chinese working people gained a rich knowl-
edge of nature in their prolonged struggle against it.
This enabled the Legalist thinkers to gradually sum up
the materialist view of nature and use natural science
as a weapon in their long and acute struggle against the
reactionary idealist thinking of the Confucian school.

Hsun Kuang (c. 313-238 B.C.), a representative of
the Legalist school prior to the Chin Dynasty, clearly
pointed out the need of differentiating the functions of
man and nature. He recognized the fact that nature is
an objective reality and its movement follows ils own
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Purt of the Lingchu irrigaticn sysiem today.

laws independent of the political situalion in human
society. Ilaving studied the experience in agricultural
production, he pointed out: “As to the growth ol grain
in ths soil, man can get in several pans ol grain [rom
a mu and {wo harvests a year by skilful farming.” He
summed up such laws of farming as “applying more
manure enriches the soil” and “poor cultivation hurts
the crops.” He was the first to pul forward unequivo-
cally the militant slogan: “Make use of heaven by
maslering its laws.” This brilliant thinking affirming
humanity’s power over nature effeclively criticized the
reactionary theory that “everything is decided by
heaven,” that “lile and death are preordained: wealth
and honour come from heaven” as peddled by Conlucius,
Mencius and their like.

On the basis of his careful study of natural phenom-
ena and analysis of the causes of the four seasons, the
materialist thinker Wang Chung (c. 27-97) in the Fastern
Han Dynasty pointed out: When the sun is nearer the
North Pole, days are longer and nights shorter: hence
summet. When the sun is farther from the North Pole,
days are shorter and nights longer; hence winter. This
refuted the fallacy spread by Tung Chung-shu (e. 179-
104 B.C.), a representative of the Confucian school in
the Western Han Dynasty, that the four seasons repre-
sented the happiness, anger, sorrow and joy of “heaven.”
From actual observation, Wang Chung concluded:
“Thunder is fire.” He thus refuted the Confucianists’
absurd interpretation that thunder resulted from “heav-
en’s” anger. Taking over and carrying forward the
materialist thinking of Hsun Kuang and Wang Chung,
the Legalist Liu Tsung-yuan in the Tang Dynasty set
forth the proposition that the universe consists of matter,
exists in infinite space and is in perpetual motion. Wang
An-shih (1021-1086), a reformer in the Northern Sung
Dynasty, pointed out in explicit terms: “Heaven and
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earth have no connection with
man; eclipses and earthquakes
have their natural laws and should
not be feared.” Diametrically op-
posed to the Confucian metaphys-
ical view that “heaven changeth
not. likewise the Tao changeth
nct,” he put lorward the idea that
“change is the law of nature” and
regarded “the supersession of the
old by the new” as inevitable.

All these Legalist representa-
tives explained nature in terms of
naturc itself and arrived at ma-
terialist conclusions on many im-
portant questions. Applying what
the nalural sciences had achieved,
they  scathingly criticized and
waged strugales against the reac-
ticnarvy theory of “ithe mandate of
heaven” and the idealist view o
nature held by the Conlfucian
school, and encouraged people to
get to know nature and transform
it. Thus they blazed the way ideologically for the
develcpment of the natural sciences,

Legalist Thinking Promotes Scientific and
Technological Development

The Legalists did nct and could not go beyond the
confines of the idealist conception of history because
of their historical and class limitations. However, they
persisted in reform and progress, paid more attention to
the practical experience of the masses in production and
had simple materialist and dialectical views. Therelore,
when progressive and successful scientists in the past
summed up experience in the struggle for production
and engaged in scientific practice, they turned conscious-
ly or unconsciously to the Legalist school for ideological
weapons. They often had close political and ideological
ties with the Legalists. What was especially charac
teristic of them was that, as Engels described, they
“almost all live and pursue their activitics in the midst
of the contemporary movements, in the practical strug-
gle; they take sides and join in the fight,” (Introduction
to Dialectics of Nature.)

Carrying on the tradition of the progressive think-
ing of the Legalists in the Spring and Autumn Period,
the Warring States Period and the Chin and Han Dynas-
ties, the Northern Wei Dynasty agricultural scientist
Chia Szu-hsich criticized Confucius and his like “whose
four limbs did not toil and who did not know the dif-
ference between the five grains.” He learnt from ex-
perienced peasants and. alter summing up the rich
farming expericnce of the working people in ancient
China. raised it to fairly systematic theories of agricul-
tural science. The famous scientist Shen Kuvo (1031~
1095) in the Northern Sung Dynasty took an active part
in the reform movement led by the Legalist Wang
An-shih who opposed land mergers and advocated

Peking Review, No. 47




building up a prosperous country and a strong mili-
tary force. Throughout his life his practice in scientific
research was closely linked with the political struggle
of his time. Paying great aliention to summing up the
masses’ practical experience, Shen Kuo noted: “As for
skill, instruments, sizes, measurement and colours (black,
yellow, blue and red), how could all of them come from
the sages? Handicraftsmen of all kinds, petty officials,
pedlars in the town and men working in the field have
all contributed their share.”

Chia Szu-hsieh wrote Chi Min Yao Shu (Guide to
Agriculture and Animal Husbandry) and Shen Kuo
wrote Meng Hsi Pi Tan (Notes in Dream Siream Gar-
den). Both are important scientific books and monu-
mental records of the inventions and creations by an-
cient China’s working people and are still of value today.

Lenin pointed out: “Not for nothing has it been
said that were the truths of mathematics to affect the
interests of men (or rather, the interests of classes in
their struggle), those truths would be heatedly chal-
M lenged.” (Socialism Demolished Again.) The develop-

ment of science and technology in China has all along

been connected with the struggle to oppose the Confu-

cian school. It can be said that a number of significant

scientific achievements in Chinese history were attained

by throwing off the shackles of reactionary Confucian
" thinking.

Reactionary Confucian thinking became dominant
in the Eastern Han Dynasty and the chen-wei* supersti-
tion was widespread. The outstanding scientist Chang
Heng (78-139) defied the predominant Confucian think-
ing and excoriated the fraudulent nature of the chen-
wei theory, demanding that it be banned. He studied
and made scientific instruments, including an armillary
sphere and a scismoscope. observed astronomical
phenomena, studied carthquakes and made important
contributions to science. His scientific activities were
heavy blows at the chen-wei superstition.

Tsu Chung-chih (429-500), a progressive scientist in
“the Southern and Northern Dynasties, worked out in
462 a new calendar —the Ta Ming calendar — by
earnestly summing up the experience of his predccessors
and based on his own observatiens. Breaking with tradi-
tional concepts, he improved on calculating the leap
yvear and was first to lake into consideration the pre-
cession of the equinoxes in compiling a calendar; this
was a big advance in Chinese calendar making. But,
taking the Con{ucian standpoini, the court favourite Tai
Fa-hsing and his like stuck lu convention and opposed
reform. He babbled that “the calendar was drawn up
by the ancients and cannot be changed even if there

* Chen means the use of metaphorical phrases and pro-
phecies prepared by sorcarers and necromancers to con-
firm or symbolize auspices and evils. Wei means all sorts
of beoks compiled by sorcerer-Confucianists who linked
their ideas with the Confucian classics. Chen-wei’s main
purpose was to make a mystery of certain natural phenom-
ena and regard them as the decisive factors responsikle
for peace or disorder in society.
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were mistakes” and that “no ordinary man can measure
the movement of the moon.”

Tsu Chung-chih refuted him: “When we know there
are mistakes in the ancient calendar, it would be utterly
absurd to use it for ever.” He also said: “The motion
of the moon follows certain laws and is not governed by
fairies or demons. It can be measured and calculated.”
Unable to justify his stand, Tai Fa-hsing accused Tsu
Chung-chih of “slandering heaven and going against the
orthodox way"” in an attempt to suppress the Ta Ming
calendar. Undaunted, Tsu Chung-chih replied: “Empty
curses frighten nobody.” He added: “If you have any
proof, produce it and let the people judge!” After re-
peated struggles, the Ta Ming calendar finally won offi-
cial adoption in 510, ten years after the death of Tsu
Chung-chih.

Confucian School Strangles Science

The Confucianists hated all new things and opposed
all progressive scientific thinking. After Cepernicus’
heliocentric theory spread to China. Juan Yuan (1764-
1849), a pedantic Confucian scholar in the Ching Dyn-
asty, still clung to the tenel that “the law of heaven is
too profound and complicated to be understood by man.”
He poured abuse on Copernicus’ theory, saying that it
“turns things upside-down and confuses motion with
rest,” and that it was “heretical and deviating from the
true teachings and should not be accepted.” Historical
facts prove that the Confucianists stubbornly took the
idealist stand and consistenily opposed the explanation
of nature in terms of its own motion. Moreover, they
accused, without any reliable backing, progressive
scientists of being “heretical and deviating frcm the
true teachings.”

The Confucianists not only flagrantly suppresced
and attacked scientific and technological development,

Seismoscope made by Chang Ileng.
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but also did their utmost to distort scientific achiewve-
ments, trying by various ways to have them conform
with the reactionary doctrine of ““the mandate of heaven”
and make science an appendage of Confucianism. Thus
they negated science. For example, Chiu Chang Suan
Shu (Nine Chapters of Arithmetic) is a summing up of
the achievements in mathematics by the ancient Chinesce
working people. It was pretended that it had been
written by the Duke of Chou, who established the rules
and regulations of the dictatorship of the slave-owners
in the Western Chou Dynasty (c. 11th century-771 B.C.),
as a source of teacking. A devout descendant of Con-
fucius in Chufu, Kung Chi-han howled: “If the Nine
Chapters of Arithmetic had not been written by a sage,
who else could have written it?” He forbade any one to
go a step beyond the book and thereby hindered the de-
velopment of mathematics. There were others who
cven used mathematics 1o annotate the Confucian classics
in an attempt to lead it up a blind alley. Chu Hsi
(1130-1200), a representative of the Confucian school in
the Southern Sung Dynasty, spared no effort to put
mysticism into science.

The Legalist Shen Kuo had observed and studied
the shell remains and pebbles embedded in the strata of
the Taihang Mountains and reached the scientific con-
clusion of the mutual transformation of land and sea.
But Chu Hsi distorted this scientific fact and elaborated
the fallacy by Shao Yung (1011-1077), a reactionary phi-
Iosopher in the Northern Sung Dynasty, that a cataclysm
took place in heaven and on earth every 129,600 years.
When that happened, he said, “all people and objecis
will disappear and all the old traces effaced.” How
similar this is to Western religious idealism which
distorted advances in geology lo spread prophetic
calamities!

The imperial examination system the reactionary
feudal ruling class established was a rope by which Con-
fucian thinking was used to bind and strangle science.
The feudal rulers compelled the people to believe in the
doctrines of Confucius and Mencius as religious dogmas,
and led the scholars to the erroneous road of memorizing
the “classics” and composing “eight-legged essays,” lur-
ing them with official posts snd promotions. The great
writer, thinker and revolutionary Lu Hsun pointed out:
The reactionary government demanded “that students
should read the prescribed books, that is, the Four Books
and Five Classics®; that they should follow the standard
annotations: that they should write compositions in a
stereotyped style, that is, the so-called ‘eight-legged es-
says’; and that they should express the approved views.”
As a result, many people’s thinking stagnated and pet-
rified and fresh and vigorous ideas and creative think-
ing were strangled. The progressive thinker Ku Yen-
wu (1613-82) in the Ching Dynasty said: “The imperial

* The Four Books — the four “classics” of the Confucian
school —include the Great Learning, the Doctrine of the
Mean, the Analects of Confucius and Mencius.

The Five Classics refer to the following five Confucian
“classics”: the Book of Songs, the Book of Historical Docu-

ments, the Book of Rites, the Book of Change and the Spring
and Autumn Annals,
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examination system makes people more and more stupid
with each passing day.” He added: “People will rely
on chance instead of studying what is practical.”

This was actually the case. Throughout China's
history, most of those who came first in the highest im-
perial examinations lacked real ability and learning and
had few inventions or creations to their credit. Those
who contributed to science were often those who dared
to depart from the Confucian precept “He who excels
in learning can be an official.” They threw off the
shackles of the imperial examination system and broke
down the Confucian dogma of “editing rather than
writing anything original, believing and cherishing what
is ancient.” In the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644) when the
imperial examination system was at its apex, some peo-
ple who had not even passed the provincial examina-
tion succeeded in making scientific inventions and crea-
tions. For instance, there was the great pharmacologist
Li Shih-chen (1518-93) who practised medicine for many
years. In addition, he persisted over a long time in
gathering medicinal herbs in the mountains and carrying
out investigations and studies. After decades of har
work, he wrote the famous Compendium of Materia
Medica which summed up China’s pharmacological
knowledge up to his time. Neither taking the imperial
examinations nor trying to become an official, Hsu Hsia-
ke (1586-1641) travelled amd made observations in 16
provinces for more than 30 years, defying hardship and
danger in all weather. His book Travel Notes of Hsu
Hsia-ke, a valuable scientific document, conlained de-
tailed scientific records of the geography, hydrology,
geology and botany of every place he visited. His survey
of karst topography, the earliest ever undertaken in
China, was an important contribution in this field.

Though he successfully passed the provincial ex-
amination, Sung Ying-hsing in the late Ming Dynastly
was able to shake off the fetters of the Confucian
classics. On the basis of his investigations ol workshops
and farms, he wrote Tien Kung Kai Wu (Exploitation
of Nature's Works) — an encyclopedic volume summing
up the manufacturing and farming techniques of ang~
cient China. He wrote in the preface: “This book has
nothing to do with taking imperial examinations to
obtain official posts.” He also explicilly said: “Those
who have made inventions are often propelled by the
masses.” Such conclusions cenforming with objective
reality could never be reached by those pedantic reac-
tionary Confucianists, nor would they ever dare to
acknowledge them. The achievements by the people
mentioned above were beyond the reach of the Con-
fucian scholars who spent their whole lives plodding
through the Confucian classics and seeking posts and
emoluments.

We can see from the foregoing preliminary analysis
that, propelled by the working people, the Legalist
school’s political line for progress and change and its
materialist view on nature helped to a certain extent
stimulate scientific and technological development in

ancient China. On the contrary, the Confucian school’s

ideological and political line obstructed and undermined
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such development. Proceeding from their counter-
revolutionary political aim, Liu Shao-chi, Lin Piao and
their like mouthed such absurdities as: “Confucianism
is the source of Chinese culture.” For a long time in
the past, some imperialist and social-imperialist
“scholars™ also repeatedly spread such nonsense. This
serious distortion of Chinese history must be thoroughly
criticized.

A study of the relationship between the struggle of
the Confucian and Legalist schools and China’s scientific
and technological development will help us better under-
stand the great truth put forward by Chairmian Mao:
“The correctness or incorrectness of the ideological and
political line decides everything.” It enables us to
fully realize that the key to the development bf science

At United Nations

and technology is a correct ideological and political
line. Guided by Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tsetung
Thought, we will scriously study the historical ex-
perience of the struggle between the Confucian and
Legalist schools, carry on the movement to eriticize Lin
Fiao and Confucius in a more deep-going. broader and
sustained way, better implement Chairman Mao's rev-
olutionary line in the field of the natural sciences, foster
the dialectical materialist world outlook, go into the
midst of the masses and into the thick of practical
struggles, do away with superstitions and {fetishes,
cmancipate the mind, forge ahead by our own efforts,
win new victories in our socialist science and technology
and strive to make still greater contributions to
humanity.

_Superpower Arms Race and Soviet
Revisionist Fraud Exposed

oz

THE general debate on 12 items relating to disar-
mament at the First Committee (Political and
Security) of the United Nations General Assembly
concluded on November 11. At the debate which began
on October 21, representatives of many countries, es-
pecially the Third World countries, strongly condemned
the two superpowers for their frantic arms expansion
and war preparations, which are a threat to the secu-
. rity of small and medium-sized countries in all parts of
the world.

. Chinese Representative An Chih-yuan took the

floor on November 4 to expose the arms race between

the two superpowers and 1o denounce the Soviet fraud
mof sham disarmament and sham detente.

Two Superpowers Step Up Arms Expansion

An Chih-yuan said: Since the quesiion of disar-
’ mament was discussed at the 238th Session of the
General Assembly, the arms accumulation of the super-
' powers has increased rather than decreased. Their
arms race has not abated, but on the conirary inten-
sified. In the circumstances, the danger of war has
not been reduced in the least, let alone is there any
“detente” in the international situation. The cause for
all this lies in the ever fiercer contention between the

two superpowers for hegemony on a global scale.

He pointed out: “Since the beginning of the
‘strategic arms limitation talks,” the arms race between
the superpowers has never abated. One of them has
been particularly energefic in this respect. In recent
years, while strenuously developing conventional weap-
ons, it has been developing its nucl