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Prime Minister Mintoff Arrives
In Peking

RIME Minister of the Republic of

Malta Dominic Mintoff ar-
rived in Pcking by air on
January 7 for a friendly visit to
China. The Prime Minister and
other distinguished Maltese guests
received a grand and rousing wel-
come at the airport [rom Chinese

leaders Li Hsien-nien. Hua Kno-feny
and Noapo Ngawang-Jigme, Foreign
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Minister Chiao Kuan-hua and
several thousand pecple in the
capital.

Prime Minister Mintoff wvisited
China shortly alter the establish-
ment of diplomatic relations between
China and Malta in January 1972.
In the last few years there have been
sleady developments in the friendly
relations  and  co-operation  be-

Premier Chou
En-lai mecls
Prime Minister
Dominic Mintoff.

Plag < HEE -

A rousing welcome at Peking Airport for Prime Minister Dominic Mintoff.

- THE WEEK

tween the two countries
in the friendship between the
two peoples. The Prime Minister's
second visit to China filled the
Chinese people with great joy. Pe-
king Airport flew the naticnal flags
of China and Malta, and the main
thoroughfares in the city proper
were decorated with welcoming
streamers and bunting. The stream-
ers bore the slcgans: “A  warm
welcome to Prime Minister Mintoff!"”
“Firmly support the Government
and people of Malta in their struggle
in defence of national independence
and against hegemonism!” “Long
live the friendship between the peo-
ple of China and Malta!” *“Long
live the great unity of the people of
the Third World!” and “Long live
the great unity of the pcople of the
world!”

and

The arrival of Prime Minister
Mintoff and the other distinguished
guests was greeted with a grand
ceremony at the airport. Well-
wishers waved flowers or beat drums
and gongs to express their warm
welcome to the guests.

Premier Chou En-lai met in a hos-
pital on the afterncon of January 7
with Prime Minister Mintoff and Joe
Camilleri, Secretary to the Cabinet,
and Albert Mizzi, Chairman cf Sea
Malta and Air Malta, who accom-
panied the Prime Minister on his
China visit.

Dutch Foreign Minister
Visits China

Premicr Chou En-lai met on
January 4 in a hospital with M. van
der Stoel, Minister of Foreign Affairs
of the Netherlands, and M. H. J. Ch.
Rutten, Director-General for Political
Affairs of the Dutch Foreign Min-
istry, who accompanied him.

Vice-Premier Teng Hsiao-ping also
met the Dutch guests the same day.

Foreign Minister M. van der Stoel
and his party arrived in Peking on
January 3 for a formal visit to China.

Chinese Foreign Minister Chiao
Kuan-hua and Dutch Foreign Minister
M. van der Stoel held talks on
January 4. Foreign Minister Chiao
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gave a banquet in honour of the

distinguished Duftch
evening.

The lwo foreign ministers spoke
at the banquet.

In his speech, Chiao Kuan-hua
praised the Dutch people {for
their courage in launching battle
against nature and their contribution
to the struggle against fascist aggres-
sion during World War II. He said:
A{ present the Duich people, with
other European people, are making
joint efforts to oppose the expan-
sionist ambitions of hegemonism.

He pointed oul: “Although China
and the Netherlands have different
social systems and hold differing
views on some international issues,
both  our peoples cherish inde-
pendence and sovereignly and both
our countries wish to develop our
relations on the basis of the Five
Principles of Peaceful Coexistence.”

He continued: *“The Third World
is growing daily in strength and
playing an ever more imporiant role
in international affairs. On  the
other hand, the superpowers who
altempt to scize world hegemony are
running into a wall everywhere and
having an increasingly hard time.
They are beset with troubles at home
and abroad and are contending with
cach other with increasing [erocity.
From Europz and the Mediterranean
to the Middle East, the Indian Ocean,
Asia and the Pacific, wherever they
contend, there is no {tranquillity.
Europe is the focus of their conten-

guests  that
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Premicr Chou
En-lai mecets For-
cign Minister M.
van der Stocl.

tion. With honey on their lips and
murder in their hearts, they prate
about ‘detente,) but actually both
are slepping up their arms race and
actively preparing for war.” “In
these circumstances,” he pointed out,
“the people of all countries, includ-
ing the European countries, must
get fully prepared against a war
launched by either superpower. Being
prepared is better than being unpre-
pared. We are pleased to note that
the people of West European coun-
tries are increasingly awakening and
striving to strengthen the unily of
their couniries on the basis of in-
dependence and sovereignty as well
as their unity with the peopiec in
other parts of the world, particularly,
in the Third World. in their determin-
ed opposition to superpower control,
interference or threat.”

In conclusion, the Chinese Foreign
Minister expressed the belief that the
Dutch Foreign Minister’'s visit to
China would surely help increase
the mutual understanding and rein-
force the foundation for the continu-
ed development of the relations
between the two countries.

In his speech, Foreign Minister M.
van der Stoel said: In spite of the
tremendous distance between China
and the Netherlands, the two coun-
tries maintain contact with cach
other. The Government of the Nether-
lands is aware of the historic sig-
nificance of the rebirth of the Chinese
nation and is following with keen
interest the efforts it is making,

s -

China and Botswana Establish
Diplomatic Relations

Huang Hua, Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary, Perma-
nent  Representative of the Peo-
ple’s Republie of China to the United
Nations, and Thebe David Mogami,
Ambassador Extraordinary  and
Plenipotentiary, Pcrmanent Repre-
sentative of the Republic of Botswana
io the Uniled Nations, signed a joint
communique on the establishment of
diplomatic relations between China
and Botswana in New York, January
6. 1975.

The communique said: “The
Government of the People’s Republic
of China and the Government of the
Republic of Botswana have decided
to establish diplomatic relations a
the ambassadorial level as fron .
January 6, 1975.

“The Government of the Pco-
ple’s Republic of China firmly sup-
poris the just struggle carried on by
the Government of the Republic of
Botswana o safeguard national in-
dependence and state sovercignty
and develop the national eccnomy.

“The Government of the Republic
of Botswana recognizes the Govern-
ment of the People's Republic of
China as the sole legal Government
representing the entire Chinese peo-
ple, and Taiwan Province as an
inalienable part of the territory of
the People’s Republic of China.

“The two Governments have agreed
to develop friendly relations and co-
operation between the two countriggm
on the basis of the principles o
mutual respect for sovereignly and
territorial  integrity, mutual non-
aggression, non-interference in in-
ternal affairs, equality and mutual
benefit, and peaceful coexistence.”

under the leadership of Chairman
Mao Tsetung, to achieve the social
and economic development of the
country.

He said: Since World War IT the
Netherlands has been aclively ab-
sorbed in an endeavour io bring
about a politically united and inte-
grated Europe. The Netherlands.
Belgium and Luxembourg were the
lirst countries in Europe to take the
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road towards integraiion, when they
se¢l up the Benclux Economic Union.
Soon afterwards new and more com-
prehensive integration began {o take
shape in Europe. “Only when West
European countries are integrated as
closely as possible. can we achieve
economic and political development,”
he said. adding that the Netherlands
had devoled itsell unrelentingly to
promoting the enlargement of the
European Economic Community from
the original 6 to the present 9 coun-
tries.

“European co-operation is a malter
which is very near to our hearts. It
will continue 1o be the policy of my
government to deepen, and to cxtend
where possible, the process of Euro-
pean unification,” he declared.

The Dutch Foreign Minister ex-

®essed the hope that relations be-
itwecen the Netherlands and China will
continue to prosper for many years
Lo come.

Chinese Party Leaders Meet
Comrade Hill and His Wife
Wang Hung-wen, Vice-Chairman

of the Ceniral Committee of the

Communist Party of China, Chang

Chun-chiao, Member of the Standing

Commitlee of the Political Bureau of

the C.P.C. Central Committce, and

Chiang Ching, Member of the Polit-

ical Bureau of the C.P.C. Central

Committce, met- and had o very cor-

dial and {riendly conversation on

January 2 with E.F. Hill. Chairman

of the Australian Communist Party

(Marxist-Leninist), and his wife.

# After the meeting. Comirades Wang
Aung-wen, Chang Chun-chiao and
Chiang Ching gave a banquet in
honour of Comrade Hill and his wife.

Keng Piao and Feng Hsuan, Mem-
bers of the C.P.C. Central Com-
mitlee and Head and Deputy Head of
the Internalional Liaison Department
of the C.P.C. Central Committee.
were present al the meeling and
banquef.

Comrade Hill and his wile arrived
in Peking on November 5. 1974 for a
visit to China. They left Pcking for
home on January 4.

Solicitude Expressed to

Pakistan People

Premier Chou En-lai on January 2
sent a message to Pakistan Prime
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Comrades Wang Hung-wen, Chang Chun-chiao and
Chiang Ching meet Comrade Hill and his wifle.

Minister Bhutto e¢xpressing decp
sympathy and solicitude to the
Pakistan Government and the people
in the afflicted areca over the sirong
earthquake thal had taken place in
northern Pakistan. The message read:

“Shocked to learn of the strong
carthquake in an area of northern
Pakistan, which caused serious losses
of life and property. On behall of
the Chinese Government and people,
I wish {o express our deep sympathy
and solicitude to you and, through
vou, 1o the Pakistan Government and
the people of the afflicted area.”

On the same day, the Red Cross
Society of China sent a message to
the Red Crescent Socicty of Pakistan
concerning ils decision to contribute
food. medicines and blankets worth
200,000 yuan (RMB) to Pakistan.

Ckina’s First Floating

Drilling Vessel

The first Chinese designed and
built [loating drilling vessel for
sea exploration, the Kantan No. 1
(Prospector), has successfully drilled
a well for deep water oil prospecting
in the southern part of the Yellow
Sea. The trial-operation has provided
China with initial experience in
marine geological prospecting and
helped train its technical foree in this
field.

During the trial-drilling, the crew
worked in co-ordination with people

of departments concerned and com-
pleted all the tasks including position-
ing the well, casting and weighing
anchors, installation of equipment
underwater, well drilling, cemenling
and logging as well as experiments
on the instruments and meters. The
vessel stood the test of fresh and
strong gales against which it main-
taincd its shape, remained telhered
above the well and conlinued normal
operation. The drilling equipment,
the newly designed auxiliary ap-
paratus and the special instruments
and meters all functioned well, while
the underwaler equipment was as-
sembled on the sca-bed in one opera-
tion.

The [floating drilling vesscl
designed and built during the move-
ment to criticize Lin Piao and Con-
[ucius with effcctive help from nearly
100 factories and depariments in
Shanghai and other places. and was a
producl of socialist co-operation.

was

Marine geological prospecting is a
new undertaking. China has donc
some work in this field in recent
vears. but the drilling equipment used
to be a fixed platform resting on
piles or legs and opcrated in near and
shallow seas. The success of the Kan-
tan No. 1 in her first trial-drilling
operation in fairly deep walers indi-
cales a new development of China’s

-.marine geological prospecting.



Rise of Third World and
Decline of Hegemonism

HE people of the Third World scored successive

victories in their sustained, vigorous offensive in
1974 against imperialism, colonialism and hegemonism.
The course of the struggle last year showed that the
people of the Third World are the main force combating
imperialism, colonialism and hegemonism, the motive
force of revolution propelling history forward.

The imperialist powers previously divided the world
among themselves, and world affairs were once forcibly
decided by a few colonial empires. Today, the two hege-
monic powers, the Soviet Union and the United States,
are locked in a fierce battle to redivide the world. But
the days when power politics held complete sway are
gone for ever. The present-day world is neither one
where the two hegemonic powers decide everything, nor
a “multipolar world.,” The Third World has now enter-
ed the international arena and is playing an increasing-
ly important role.

The Third World's anti-imperialist and anti-hege-
monist struggle in the past year has brought to the
surface a number of fundamental problems in interna-
tional relations that once were distorted or covered up:

In international relations, should the strong bully
the weak and the big oppress the small, or should all
countries, big or small, be equal? Today, despite the
two hegemonic powers’ dream of maintaining the old
international order under their hegemony, the Third
World countries’ resolve to master their own destiny
has become an irreversible trend. A case in point is
Middle East developments. The “no war, no peace”
situation painstakingly created by the two overlords in
their own interests was upset by the Arab people in
the 1973 October War. Last year both again set new
traps in the Middle East. The U.S. Secretary of State
made seven visits te the region with the intention of
bypassing the Soviet Union and manipulating the Middle
East problem through a U.S.-designed ‘“‘phased solution.”
The Soviet Union, eager to intervene, pressed for hold-
ing a “Geneva peace conference” which would give it a
voice in any settlement. But the Arab people want to
take their own road — fight to the end in closer unity to
recover their lost territories and regain the Palesiinian
people’s national rights. This determination found ex-
pression at the Arab summit in Rabat, _

As in the past, the superpowers always want to
continue to dictate the internal affairs of the Third
World. According to their logic, the medium-sized and
small countries cannot exist on their own without “pro-
tection” from them. If one superpower does not provide
the “protection,” the other will have to “fill the va-
cuum.” Hence the proposals for things like systems and
bloes with all sorts of superpower tags, such as thdh
“*Asian collective security system” designed for the
Asians by Moscow, the “Western Hemisphere commu-
nity” designed by Washington for the Latin Americans.
But the Third World is not interested in such items be-
cause it wants to follow its own road. At the Inter-
American Foreign Ministers’ Meeting in February 1974.
Latin American representatives rejected the U.S. pro-
posal for a “Western Hemisphere community.” The
Asian countries, too, stood up to Soviet revisionist pres-
sures and turned down the *““Asian collective security
system.” To run their own affairs, the Asian, African
and Latin American countries have set up or reinforced
many regional organizations excluding the two over-
lords, and transformed some others formerly dominated
by the big powers.

Who is to play the leading role in various inter-
national conferences and organizations? The series of
major 1974 international conferences point to the trend
that it is not the one or two superpowers but the Thirk
World which plays the main part.

In the past the United Nations served as a voting
machine manipulated by the United States. Later it
became a tool of the United States and the Soviet Union
in their contention for hegemony. Today the United
Nations as a voting machine is not so effective as
it was, and it is gradually losing the function as a
tool for contention. Now and then it looks rather like
an international court, with the United States and the
Soviet Union in the dock as the Third World makes the
charges and holds the trial. The Special Session of the
U.N. General Assembly on the problems of raw ma-
terials and development last April was a meeting ini-
tiated by the Third World which worked out the agenda
and drew up the documents, a meeting which finally
adopted a declaration in the interest of the Third World.
At the conference the Third World settled accounts with
imperialism and the superpowers for their crime of ex-
ploitation and strongly demanded the establishment of a
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new International economic order. Despite all their
machinations, the two superpowers failed to disorient
the conference. At the U.N. Conference on the Law of
the Sea in Caracas last summer, the Third World once
again bombarded the two overlords, resolutely upheld
900-mile maritime rights and bared the two overlords’
effort to hold on to their marilime hegemony.

In the 1940s imperialism used the United Nations to
set up an Israel and imposed il on the Arab people.
Agnin at the United Nations in the 1960s, the super-
powers tampered with the fundamental question of
restoring Palestine’s national rights by posing it
as a “refugee problem.” However. as a result of
the protracted and unyielding struggle of the Pales-
tinian and Arab people. the 29th Session of the U.N.
General Asscmbly, which was attended by the repre-
sentative of the Palestine Liberation Organization, cor-
rected this distortion of history and adopted a resolu-
tion which confirms that the Palestinian people are
entitled to restore their national rights. This is another
instance attesting to the power of the Third World.

To enable the United Nations to reflect today’s
realities, the Third World countries in 1974 raised the
just demand for the revision of the U.N. Charter. At
‘this, the two hegemonic powers flew into a rage and
poured out a torrent of abuse, One asserted that
‘revising the Charter would lead to a nuclear war, while
the other alleged this was a “tyranny of the majority.”
These fallacies were sharply denounced by the Third
‘World. The adoption of the Third World countries’ reso-
lution by an overwhelming majority vote testifies to the
decline of hegemonism in the United Nations.

In the test of strength between the oppressed na-
tions on the one hand and colonialism, neo-colonialism
and hegemonism on the other, which actually fears
whieh? Which will emerge the victor? In 1974 the
African national-liberation movements continued to
mount fierce attacks on the remnant positions of old-
line colonislism in Africa, ending with the defeat of the
Portuguese colonialists who for 13 years had been fight-
- ing a colonial war on the continent. Lisbon was com-
pelled to recognize the independence of Guinea-Bissau
and Mozambique. Following the defeat of the U.S.
aggressors by the Indochinese peoples, this event pro-
vides yet another instance of the weak triumphing over
the strong. Colonialism is losing its position in southern
Africa and the racist regimes in Rhodesia and South
Africa are trembling with fear. The superpowers are
also worried. This proves anew that the law of the
jungle practised for centuries has been relegated to the
junk pile.

The independence and liberation of weak and small
nations are achieved mainly through the united strug-
‘gle of the people in these countries, especially through
protracted armed struggle, and are never “bestowed”
by a saviour. Independence cannot be a gift on a silver
platter from the colonialists, much less a trophy of
social-imperialism in its contention for world hegemony.
-But the odd thing is that whenever victory is won in a
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war of national liberation somewhere, Moscow hastens
to claim it as an outcome of the “peace programme of
the 24th congress” and a fruit of its policy of “detente.”
Such pronouncements not only are contemptible
attempts to take the credit for the arduous liberation
struggles by the people of the small countries for itself
but also reveal its evil intent to incorporate a ncew-born
country into its sphere of influence. But since small
countries are capable of toppling the brutal rule by a
colonial empire. they must be equally capakle of smash-
ing the superpowers’ schemes for hegemony.

Who actually depends on whom in international
economic relations? An important feature in the Third
World’s anti-imperialist and anti-hegemonist strvanle
last year was the intensified fight in the economic lield.
This very struggle points io the following truth: It is
not the poor couniries that depend on the rich, but quite
the opposite. (See “Earth-Shaking Struggle,” Peking
Review, No. 1, 1975.)

The Arab people achieved great success throudh
the use of the oil weapon. In doing so. they brousht
to light one of the secrets of how the contemporary im-
perialists and superpowers amassed their wealth —
making superprofits through plundering Third World
raw materials by forcing down their prices. Inspired and
encouraged by the use of the oil weapon, countries ex-
porting raw materials and primary preducts have got
together, set up organizations among themselves and
reinforced existing ones to safeguard national resources
and defend raw material prices. The Third World's
conscious application of their raw materials as a weapon
against imperialism and hegemonism is something ncéw.
This worried the imperialists and superpowers all the
more because one important source of their wealth has
been taken over by the Third World.

The Third World has also long been regarded by
the imperialists and superpowers as a market for their
industrial products. At the U.N. General Assembly spe-
cial session last year, the Third World denounced
the rich countries for taking away raw materials from
them at low prices while selling manufactured geods
and food at high prices. The Third World strengly
demanded a change in these inequitable economic re-
lations. The significant thing is that countries of the
Third World now do not expect the rich countries to
suddenly become “benevolent,” but have begun trans-
forming single-product economies imposed on them by
colonialism, reducing their dependence on imported in-
dustrial products and food, developing agriculture and
industry and diversifying economies in accordance with
their own resources by relying on their own efforts. As
a result, there is less and less room for imperialism to
exploit the Third World through the “scissors differen=
tiai” and shift burden of the economic crisis on to the
Third World.

The Third World’s fight against plunder and its
national economic development have caused the impe-
rialist and superpower world markets to shrink, and as

-a result, have aggravated the capitalist economic crisis.

The imperialists and superpowers now find themselves
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in the plight as a Chinese verse describes: “Flowers fall
off, do what one may.”

Ed + =

Of course, the two moribund imperialist overlords,
the Soviet Union and the United States, are waging a
dealh-bed struggle and will continue {0 make irouble.
There can be no plain sailing in the struggie of the
Third World against imperialism and hegemonism. But
in the course of struggle the Third World has gradually

‘become aware of its own strength and has seen through

the hypocrisy and essential weakness of the super-
powers. It has closed its ranks and raised the art of
struggle to a ncw level. It is bound to achieve new and
greater victories in the days ahead.

Imperialism and hegemonism are like a sinking ship.
The new emerging Third World, in contrast, has swept
ahead full sail to greel the struggle in the new year with
boundless confidence.

Study the Historical Experience of the Struggle
Between the Confucian and Legalist Schools

THE history of the struggle between the Confucian

and Legalist schools and of class struggle as a whole
is now being extensively studied by China’s workers,
peasants and soldiers, revolutionary cadres and revolu-
tionary intellectuals. Such a wide-ranging mobilization
of the masses for studying and summing up the ex-
perience and lessons of class struggle in the past is a
matter of great practical and far-reaching historical
significance.

Making the Past Serve the Present

Discussing the proletariat’'s historical task of pre-
venling capitalist restoration after seizing political
power, Lenin pointed out: “We do not know whether
or not our victory will be followed by temporary periods
of reaction and the victory of the counter-revoluticn —
there is nothing impossible in that — and therefore,
after our victory, we shall build a ‘triple line of trenches’
against such a contingency.” (Revision of the Party
Programme.) To successfully carry out the historical
mission entrusted to the proletarian dictatorship and
win viclory in the prolonged and complicated class
struggle, the prolelariat not only should be adept at
accumulating experience through its own struggles, but
should study past class struggle and two-line struggle
and the struggle between revolulion and reaction and
between restoration and counter-restoration in the
pveriods of big social change, and use the Marxist
method to make a critical summing up so as {o accu-
mulate experience and draw lessons and make the past
serve the present.

The development of Chinese history has its own
characteristics. Because the Chinese bourgeoisie living
in a semi-colonial and semi-feudal society was extremely
weak economically and politically, the task of leading
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by Liang Hsiao

the bourgeois democratic revolution historically fell on
the shoulders of the proletariat. Led by the Chinese
Communist Party headed by Chairman Mao, the Chi-
nese people have thoroughly carried out the bourgeois
democratic revolution and, following this, carried on
the revolution 1o the socialist stage and founded the
dictatorship of the proletariat.

Excepl for the revolution led by the proletariat,
only the replacement of the slave system by the feudal
system aclually conslifuted a social change in China’s
history which saw the dictatorship of one class replaced
by that of another class in its full sense. The struggle
between the Confucian and Legalist lines took place
during thal social change. The struggle between wor-
shipping the Confucian school and opposing the Legalist
school on the one hand and between worshipping the
Legaiist school and opposing the Confucian school onﬁ
the other hand never ceased throughout feudal society,
and this struggle still has its influence up to the present
time.

All the enemies of the proletarian dictatorship have
taken the docirines of Conlucius and Mencius as their
tool for restoring capitalism in China. The chieftains
of the opportunist lines in our Party all worshipped
the Confucian school and opposed the Legalist school.
The renegade and traitor Lin Piao even went so far as
to call Confucius and Mencius the “former sages” and
Marx and Lenin the “later sages,” and did all he could
to peddle the idea that “both the former and later sages
follow the same principles.”” To adhere to Marxism
and opposc revisionism, we must thoroughly criticize
this reactionary view and the doctrines of Confucius and
Mencius.

In the Spring and Autumn and the Warring
States Perinds (770-221 B.C.) when the fcudal system
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was replacing the slave system in China, the Legalists —
the political and ideological representatives of the new
emerging landlord class —in the course of seizing and
consolidating political power waged prolonged and sharp
struggles against the declining slave-owning class and
its political and ideological representatives, the Confu-
cianists. More than 130 years had elapsed from the
{ime Shang Yang (?-338 B.C.) carried out reforms in
the State of Chin to 221 B.C. when Chin Shih Huang
unified China. If we reckon from the time when the
State of Lu began to collect the land tax®, il was more
than 370 years. During those centuries the newly rising
landlord class scized and then lost political power many
times. The unification of China by Chin Shih Huang
did not spell the end of struggle. From the founding
of the Chin Dynasty to the fall of the Western Han
Dynasty (206 B.C-8 A.D.), the struggle continued
unabated for nearly 250 years between restoration and
counter-restoration although the restorationist forces of
ihe slave-owners were weakened step by step.

The struggles belween revolution and reaction and

ﬁbelvvecn restoration and counter-restoration in that en-

tire era (including open and covert, bloody and bloodless,
political and cconcemic, and military and cultural strug-
gles) have provided us with exiremely rich cxperience
and lessons in class struggle and the two-line struggle.
The experience and lessons have a vivid and profound
nature special o the history of Chinese society. Com-
munists and the working masses who are making revolu-
tion in China must sum them up from the Marxist view-
point and make them serve the current struggle in our
socialist revolution and construction.

Putting the Line First

The history of the struggle beiween the Confucian
and Legalist schools tells us that a correct line does not
appear spontaneously but emerges and develops in the
course of struggle. In a deep-going social change, the
progressive class can [urther develop and perfect its
revolutionary line and make good preparations for the

e~next baitle only through criticizing the reactionary line
/and trend of thinking and summing up the experiences

and lessons in class struggle. The rising landlord class
started its full-scale attack in the Warring States Period
(475-221 B.C.) and a high tide of reform swept the ducal
states. The thoroughness of Shang Yang's reform
shocked these slates.

A sharp struggle ensued between the Confucian
and Legalist lines around the question of negating or
affirming this social change. Flaunting the banner of
“speaking in the interests of the people,” Mencius (390-
305 B.C.), a representative of the Confucian school, came
out with the theory peddling “benevolent rule” in an
attempt to negate and overthrow the political power
of the new emerging landlord class and restore the

* This refers 1o the svsiem of collecting a tax based on
land area first introduced in the 15th year of Duke Hsuan
inn the Stute of Lu, or 3484 B.C. lts adoption signified China’s
transition from slavery to feudalism in land ownership.
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dictatorship of the slave-owners. (See “Mencius —a
Trumpeter for Restoring the Slave System,” Peking
Review, No. 37, 1974) Hsun Kuang (c. 313-238 B.C))
and Han Fei (c. 280-233 B.C.), representatives of the
Legalist school, firmly refuted Mencius’ absurd theory
of “benevolent rule.” They pointed out that the so-
called “benevolence and righteousness” merely aimed
at “‘deceiving and keeping the people ignorant” and was
a restorationist theory opposing reform and change:
they thus cnthusiastically defended reform in the
various states. This debate covered a wide field in-
volving sccial and political questions as well as world
outlook, and it helped further develop and perfect the
Legalist line. Chin Shih Huang resolutely put the
Legalist line into practice and founded the first unified
feudal state under centralized authority. His victory
over the six other states and in unifying the country
was not only a military victory but a direct result of
the Legalists’ criticism of the Confucian doctrines in
the big debate.

The struggle between restoration and countcr-
restoration was still very sharp aflter the founding of
the Chin Dynasty. (See “Struggle Between Restoration
and Countcr-Restoration in the Course of Founding the
Chin Dynasty,” Peking Review, Nos. 17 and 18, 1974.)
Whether the upcoming landlord class could hold
political power or mnot hinged on whether it
could guarantee the continual implementation of the
Legalist line. In this respect, the Chin Dynasty had
both experiences of success and lessons of failure. Not
willing to quit the stage of history of its own accord,
the overthrown slave-owning class attacked the present
with the past and launched one attack after another
against the Chin Dynasty, doing whatever it could to
change Chin Shih Huang’s Legalist line and subvert the
dictatorship of the newly rising landlord class. Chin
Shih Huang firmly adopted such revolutionary meas-
ures as “burning books and burying Confucian scholars
alive” (see “Clarifying ‘Burning Books and Burying
Confucian Scholars Alive,’” Peking Review, No. 19,
1974), smashed the attacks by the slave-owners’ restora-
tionist forces, adhered to the centralized system of pre-
fectures and counties and persisted in the Legalist line.

But, precisely as Chairman Mao has profoundly
summed up, “except for the revolution which replaced
primitive communes by slavery, that is, a system of
non-exploitation by one of exploitation, all revolutions
ended in the replacement of one system of exploitation
by another, and it was neither necessary nor possible
for them to do a thorough job in suppressing counter-
revolutionaries.” (Introductory note to “Material on
the Hu Feng Counter-Revolutionary Clique.”) Chin
Shih Huang was no exception. When he became rather
complacent about peace and order in the country, Chao
Kao (?-207 B.C.), a representative of the slave-owners’
restorationist forces, sncaked into the core of the Chin
court under the Legalist cloak and followed the “tactics
of undermining from within” against the landlord class’
political power. No sooner had Chin Shih Huang died
than Chao Kao launched a counter-revolutionary coup
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d'etat, substituted the reactionary Confucian line for
the former’s Legalist line. unloosed bloody class revenge
against the political representatives of the landlerd class
and spared no effort to [oster the slave-owners’ restora-
tionist forces.

The history of this pericd showed that after the
landlord class seized political power, both the cpen and
hidden struggles waged by the slave-owners’ restora-
tionist forces were all aimed at changing the Legalist
line followed by the central authorities. Once the line
was changed, the door would be open to restoration.
After seizing state power, therefore, the revolutionary
classes must give first place to the question of line and
maintain high vigilance against the reactionary classes’
intrigues and conspiracics to change the revolutionary
line. Bearing in mind this experience and lesson of class
struggle gained from the history of the struggle between
the Confucian and Legalist schools helps us understand
and persist in Chairman Mao’s teachings that “the cor-
rectness or incorrectness of the ideological and political
line decides everything” and “practise Marxism, and not
revisionism; unite, and don’t split; be open and above-
board, and don’t intrigue and conspire.”

Relying on the Masses

The statesmen of the landlord class were in a
quandary after Chao Kao usurped power. But a new
situation arose immediately after the outbreak of a
peasant uprising. While handing out blows to the rule
of the landlord class, the peasant uprising army led by
Chen Sheng and Wu Kuang (see ‘“Working People’s
Struggle Against Confucius in Chinese History,” Peking
Review, No. 13, 1974) drove Chao Kao's restorationist
political power into the grave in less than three years.
This proved that the ascending landlord class could not
carry the struggle against restoration through to the
end with its own forces. The masses of the people
were the main force in fighting against restoration. As
the new emerging landlord class after all was an ex-
ploiting class and constituted a minority in society, it
was in an antagonistic position with regard to the
masses of peasants and naturally could not really rely
on the masses to struggle against restoration. This was
precisely the inevitable weakness of its political power.

In summing up the historical experience of the
bourgeois revolution, Engels pointed out: Even the most
splendid achievements of the bourgeoisie in 17th cen-
tury England and 18th century France were not made
by it, but by the common masses, that is, the workers
and peasants. (“Crisis” in Prussia.) Similarly, the main
force against the restoration of slavery in the big social
change which saw feudalism replacing slavery was also
the masses of peasants and those slaves who had
not yet become peasants. This was decided by their
class status, because once the slave system was restored,
it meant first of all the return of the peasants to the
extremely miserable status of slaves again. Without
the forces of the masses, no revolution or counter-
restorationist struggle in the past could be accomplished.
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The proletarian dictatorship is the dictatorship of the
overwhelming majority of people over the small number
of exploiters. The proletariat can and must rely on and
unite with the working people, unite with all the forces
that can be united with and smash the class enemy’s
restorationist intrigues. Chairman Mao’s theses that
“direct reliance on the revolutionary masses is a basie
principle of the Communist Party” and “a line or a
viewpoint must be explained constantly and repeatedly.
It won’t do to explain them only to a few pecople; they
must be made known to the broad revolutionary masses”
point cut the great significance of relying on the forces
of the masses and continuously consolidating the pro-
letarian dictatorship.

Prolonged and Compiicated Nature of Struggle

The great peasant uprising at the end of the Chin
Dynasty swept away the slave-owners® restorationist
forces, It was on this basis that the Western Han Dy-
nasty of the new emerging landlord class came into
being. However, the declining slave-owning class'
strength was still bigger than that of the newly rising
landlord class in certain fields, and the slave-owners'
experience of struggle in certain respects was richdr
than that of statesmen of the new emerging landlord
class. The slave-owners were sure to use these to pit
their strength again and again against the landlord class
that was cocming up.

Taking advantage of the economic difficulties in
the early days of the Western Han Dynasty, a group
of big handicraft and commercial slave-owners hoarded
goods and sent prices up, and they vied with the land-
lord class to seize land and labour power, undermining
that feudal society’s economic base. At the same time,
these slave-owners colluded with conservatives in the
landlord class (local forces that controlled certain places
and had their own armies) to turn some areas into in-
dependent states. They gathered together a large
number of Confucian scholars to create public opinion
for restoration in the ideological realm and used their
military forces to stage armed rebellions.
often colluded with the slave-owning aristocrats of
Hsiung Nu* in Chinese territory in an attempt to sub-
vert the centralized Western Han Dynasty of the
landlord class by attacking it from both sides. All this
made the counter-restorationist struggle in that dynasty
a prolonged, complicaled and arduous one. Sharp
struggles were fought on these fronts in the early
and middle periods of the Western Han Dynasty. The
landlord class’ centralized dictatorship became stable
only after Emperor Ching of Han (whose name was Liu
Chi and was on the throne from 156 to 141 B.C.) had
put down the “rebellion of Wu, Chu and five cther
states” (see note on page 22 in Peking Review, No. 18,
1974) and Emperor Wu of Han (whose name was Liu
Cheh and was on the throne from 140 to 87 B.C.) had
launched an all-round counter-attack against the slave-

* A nationality in the northern part of China in the
Western Han Dynasty,
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owning merchants and had triumphed in the war against
the Hsiung Nu.

This showed that even in a social change whereby
one exploiting system replaced another, the struggle
between restoration and counter-restoration was of long
duration and complicated and took place in every single
field. As long as the overthrown class has some strength,
it will always attempt a restoration. This law of class
struggle will never change. Chairman Mao said in 1955:
“If to this day representatives of the Royalists are
found in the French bourgeois National Assembly, then
it is highly probable that years after the final climina-
tion of all exploiting classes from the face of the earth,
representatives of the Chiang Kai-shek dynasty will
remain active here and there. The worst diechards among
them will never admit defeat.” (Introductory note to
the “Third Batch of Material on the Hu Feng Counter-
Revolutionary Clique.”) In our study of the history of
struggle between the Confucian and Legalist schools,
we get a deeper understanding when we restudy this
,‘scientific summing up of historical experience by Chair-
man Mao. Never for a moment should the revolution-
ary classes and people forget that the enemy still exists
in the world.

Need for a Leading Group Adhering to the
Correct Line

The Western Han Dynasty was able to win victo-
ries in the struggle against restoration in its early and
middle periods because it persisted in the Legalist line.
The implementation of this line was interrupted after
the death of Chin Shih Huang. But following the death
of the first ruler of the Han Dynasty Emperor Kao Tsu
(whose name was Liu Pang and reigned from 206 to
195 B.C.), the Legalist line was basically upheld for
140 years by six succeeding rulers. The landlord class
in these two periods was cqually in the ascendant, and
yet the results were different. Why?

‘L Obviously what happened in the early and middle
periods of the Western Han Dynasty was affected by
the peasant war at the end of the Chin Dynasty which
swept away the remnants of the slave-owning aristocrats
and by the balance of class forces in the early years
of the Han Dynasty. At the same time, it could not be
denied that the long-term preservation of a Legalist
leading group in the central political power of the
Western Han Dynasty also played an important part.
From the overthrow of the Chin Dynasty, Liu Pang
came to understand the central leading group’s extreme
importance. He held fast to the Legalist line of selecting
officials in the course of struggle. After his death,
Queen Lu, Emperor Wen and several succceding em-
perors continucd to follow Liu Pang’s Legalist line:
they sct great store by the opinions of such Legalists
as Chao Tso (200-154 B.C.). Chang Tang (?-115 B.C))
and Sang Hung-yang (152-80 B.C.) and put them in
important posts in the central government. Adherence
to the Legalist line was ensured because of the existence
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of such a leading group which continued to carry out
the Legalist line. So even when armed rebellions broke
out, they were promptly quelled.

This was the specific reason why the slave-owners’
restorationist forces considered the Legalist leading
group in the central organ their biggest obstacle in the
way of restoration. Liu Pi (215-154 B.C.), who was
Prince of Wu and a nephew of Liu Pang and one of
the princes in the early years of the Han Dynasty, put
forth the counter-revolutionary strategy of ‘“cleaning
up those around the emperor” which, under the facade
of supporting the central authorities, aimed at removing
the policy-making Legalists in the central organ and
putting an end to the Legalist leading group at the
central level, thereby basically changing the Legalist
line in the political power of the Western Han Dynasty
as a whole.

After summing up this important experience in the
history of struggle between the Confucian and Legalist
schools, Chairman Mao pointed out: “Ever since Liu
Pi, Prince of Wu of the Han Dynasty, invented the well-
known strategy of cleaning up those around the emperor
by a request to kill Chao Tso (chief brain-truster of
Emperor Ching), many careerists have regarded it as
invaluable, and the Hu Feng clique has inherited this
legacy, too.” Under the dictatorship of the proletariat,
those bourgeois representatives who have wormed their
way into the Party often will adopt this counter-revolu=-
tionary strategy of “cleaning up those around the em-
peror” in order to bring about a fundamental change in
the Party’s basic line. In his Outline of Project “571,”
didn't the counter-revolutionary careerist and con-
spirator Lin Piao rave about flaunting the revolu-
tionary banner to attack the revolutionary forces that
persevere in Chairman Mao's correct line? *‘As mem-
bers of a revolutionary party, we must get to know
these tricks of theirs and study their tactics so that we
can defeat them.” (Introductory note to the “Third
Batch of Material on the Hu Feng Counter-Revolution=
ary Clique.”) We must be adept at detecting these
careerists, conspirators and double-dealers and ensure
that the Party and state leadership be always in the
hands of the Marxist revolutionarics,

Persist in Continuing the Revolution

The feudal rulers carried out the Legalist line up
to the end of the middle period of the Western Han
Dynasty. In its struggle against restoration, the land-
lord class, however, aimed only at maintaining feudal
rule and could not raise new revolutionary tasks for
itself. After succeeding Hsiao Ho (?-193 B.C.) as prime
minister in the early years ol the Han Dynasty, Tsao
Tsan (?-190 B.C.) told Emperor Hui: “Emperor Kao Ti
[Liu Pang] and Hsiao Ho have brought stability to the
country and made laws clearly known to the people;
now Your Majesty should just take the reins and Tsan
and others should hold our posts by following what
already has been established without change. Isn't this
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all right?” This {ypical case showed that though the
landlord class at that time still adhered to the Legalist
line, it lacked the clear-cut revolutionary spirit of the
Legalists in the stormy periods of class struggle. Its
revolutionary vigour and sirength were gradually
declining.

With the gradual disappearance of the danger of
restoration of slavery after the Western Han Dynasty,
the contradiction between the landlords and peasanis
daily grew sharper and the landlord class was being
transformed from a real tiger to a paper tiger. The
landlord class began to detest the Legalist ideas and
found that the somewhat modified Confucian ideas
suited its needs. This.transformation was the inevitable
historical destiny of an exploiting class.

However, the proletariat is different; it is most
thoroughly revolutionary and its final goal is to wipe
out classes and realize communism. Therefore, it persists
in continuing the revolution under the dictatorship of
the proletariat. Precisely as Lenin pointed out: “Our
‘guarantee against restoration’ was the complete fulfil-
ment of the revolution.” (Report on the Unity Congress
of the R.S.D.L.P.) Chairman Mao also pointed out:
The new socialist system can be “consolidated step by
step” only in the course of socialist revolution. “To
achieve its ultimate consolidation, it is necessary not
only to bring about the socialist industrialization of
the country and persevere in the socialist revolution
on the economic front, but to carry on constant and
arduous socialist revolutionary struggles and socialist
education on the political and ideological fronts.”
(Speech at the Chinese Communist Party’s National
Conference on Propaganda Work.) This tells us that
only by persevering in long-term socialist revolution
and socialist education in the political, ideological and
cconomic fields can the proletariat that has seized po-
litical power prevent capitalist restoration and fulfil the
historical task of proletarian dictatorship.

- The class basis of the struggle between the Con-
fucian and Legalist schools changed in the middle and
later periods of feudal society. The Confucian doctrines
became the dominant ideology of the landlord class
while the Legalists ceased to represent the newly rising
class and became reformers in the landlord class. In view
of the serious social and national crises at dilferent
times, they did come out with various proposals for
reform which, for instance, stressed unity and waging
wars of resistance and opposed splits and capitulation.
Their proposals and exposure and criticism of the doc-
trines of Confucius and Mencius were beneficial to the
development of the social productive forces, culture and
science and the country’s unity and independence, and
were therefore progressive in nature. However, it was
impossible for the Legalists to solve the daily sharpening
hasic contradiction in feudal society and find a way out
For the feudal system. Although they criticized the doc-
4rines of Confucius and Mencius in varying degrees, they
were unwilling 1o or dared not make a radical rupture
with these doctrines and, moreover, they dared not
openly raise the Legalist banner, They carried on the
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struggle, but they no longer had full confidence in the ’
future as the Legalists before the Western Han Dynasty
had.

Because the Confucianists became increasingly
dominant in feudal society, the Legalists were more and
more oppressed, attacked and persecuted by them. This
was more so the case after the Sung Dynasty (960-1279).
Any minimal reform was regarded as a calamity and
struck fear into the feudal rulers who immediately
strangled it; any new idea wa$ regarded as heresy by
the feudal rulers who would stamp it out by every
means. The struggle between the Confucian and Legalist
schools throughout feudal society shows that the trend
of thinking in China which worships the Confucian
school and opposes the Legalist school represents the
interests of the most reactionary and darkest forces and
always hinders social change and social progress.
Unless great efforts are made to criticize this reaction-
ary trend of thinking, revolution cannot advance and
society cannot move forward.

[

Purpose of Studying the Struggle Between
The Confucian and Legalist Schools

Going with the tide of historical development, the
Legalists of the past played a progressive role to a
certain extent in different periods and under various
conditions. But it was impossible for them to grasp
consciously the objective law of historical development
and understand the great role of the people in making
history. Guided by the Marxist world outlook, the
proletariat is able to understand and consciously grasp
the objective law of historical development and carry
out thoroughgoing revolution. The basic line of our
Party formulated by Chairman Mao for the entire his-
torical period of socialism is the scientific expression
of the objective law of class struggle in the period of
socialism. Although the task of struggle is arduous and
the road of struggle tortuous, the future is bright. The
replacement of the bourgeois dictatorship by the pro-
letarian dictatorship and the supersession of capitalis
by socialism is the inevitable law of historical develop-
ment and cannot be changed by any force in the world.

By applying Marxism in studying the historical
experience of the struggle between the Confucian and
Legalist schools and summing up the general law of
class struggle and the two-line struggle in history, we
can deepen our understanding of the law of current
class struggle, further strengthen our concept of class
struggle and raise our consciousness of carrying out
the Party’s basic line; this will help consolidate the
dictatorship of the proletariat, prevent capitalist restora-
tion and accomplish the great historical mission of the
proletariat. This is the basic purpose of our studying
the historical experience of the struggle betwcen the
Confucian and Legalist schools and the class struggle
as a whole.

(A slightly abridged translation of an
article im “Honggqi,” No. 10, 1974.
Subheads and notes are ours.)
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Building Oil Industry Through

Self-Reliance

— A visit to the new oil pipeline as well as

Taching and Takang Oilfields (11)

by Our Correspondents Hsiang Jung and Yu Hai

AT H

The first part of this article appeared in our last
issue. This is the second and concluding part. — Ed.

Y['O lay a long-distance oil pipeline, the first thing is
' to get enough pipes — nearly 200,000 tons of large
calibre steel pipes.

Making Pipes Through Diligence and Frugality

Originally there was only one pipe-making factory
in northwest China producing these kinds of pipes, and
that could not meet the project’s needs. It was decided
to build pipe-making plants along the pipeline's pro-
jected route.

In August 1970, six northeast cities rececived the
state order to produce the stecl pipes. Action was taken
immediately and designing began in September. In less
than four months, machines had been manufactured, in-
stalled and put into trial-operation. Another two
months saw up-to-standard pipes being turned out.

We visited one factory — the oil pipe plant in Ssu-
ping, Kirin Province. It stood on the old site of a tim-
ber mill and still had logs piles outside the gate. Tsung
2ei-heng, chairman of the factory’s revolutionary com-
mittee, came to meet us. A middle-aged cadre, he was
a one-time bench worker.

He told us: When the news of building a pipe-
making factory reached Ssuping, the workers here were
really excited and one after another applied for parti-
cipation in the job. A “mass battle” began and the city
authority organized 500 people from over 40 different
factories to work in it.

They built the factory through sheer diligence and
frugality. Workshops first had to be built quickly, and
installing the machines followed. The small new factory
suddenly became busy day and night. To seize the time,
the cooks delivered food to the work-site. A few winks
alongside the machines were all a sleepy worker had.
Some didn't even go home for several days.

All 90 pieces of equipment were made in more than
100 factories in different parts of the province in
response to emergency orders. The biggest parts weigh-
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ed some seven or eight tons and there were no hoists
ready. Workers used shoulder poles and ropes to install
them. When they were put into trial-operation, new
problems came up. Things were solved by relying on
revolutionary enthusiasm and collective wisdom of the
workers and selfless support from other factories. None
of the workers or cadres minded the tough going. All
they had in mind was: “Produce pipes to contribute

to oil transportation,” and finally they produced up-to-
standard steel pipos.

In going around the factory, we saw no imported
equipment. There were some machines that looked
rough and ready, cast from old rolled steel. The work-
shops were just some ordinary big rooms and the office
of the chairman of the revolutionary committee was in
a small one-storey building of what had been the timber
mill. }

None of this really mattcred. Old China had left
us only a “poor and blank™ basis. We have been build-
ing our country almost from scratch and from small
to large through self-reliance and arduous struggle.

The ground was broken on September 25, 1970 for
the Ssuping Steel Pipe Plant which was completed and
put into production on December 25 the same year. In
the three and a half years between 1971 and the first
half of 1974, it had produced 340-kilometre-long large
calibre steel pipe, all of desired quality. Not content
with what they had already attained, the workers were
making further efforts to raise their production and
technical levels. k

People Are the Most Precious

We saw an article on one of the newspapers
published at the pipe-laying work-site, “This Is No
Mirage.” It told of a veteran herdsman who took
his flock to an old haunt early one morning. When he
got there a building was standing where there had been
pothing. Was he seeing things? He had passcd by the
evening before when he collected the sheep and there
was only a vast stretch of grassland.

This was no mirage. A construction team had hur-
ried there and had promptly got down to work. Limited
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Another Section of the Oil Pipeline Being Completed.

by the amateur graphic art group
of Chinhuangtao workers and staff

in number, its workers asked support from nearby rural
people’s communes. Nearly a hundred commune members
immediately showed up. Because of the cold, they had
to have hot water to mix the mortar. Every household
was mobilized to heat water and carry it to the work-
site. From children over eight to old people over 60, all
came to help. From dusk till dawn they spent nine
hours to finish all the work, from laying the foundation
to covering the roof.

Laying the whole pipeline also was helped by the
masses along the route. A deep trench running through
a long stretch of farmland had to be dug. The work
had to start after the autumn harvest and be completed
before the freezing season set in so as not to interfere
with farmwork.

Time was pressing. How to accomplish the task?
The people’s government told the peasants along the
roule the significance of the pipeline to industrial devel-
opment. Many applied to work on the job and appli-
cants in many counties and communes were more than
ten times the number needed. Villagers put a big red
flower on the chest of each young peasant who had been
accepted to take part, like people sending young men
to join the people’s army during the period of the revo-
lutionary wars,

Tens of thousands of peasants, workers and P.L.A.

men together took less than half a month to finish dig-
ging over 1,000 kilometres of the trench.

The backbone force in laying the pipeline is a
vigorous profcssional contingent which shouldered all
the technical tasks. We visited the No. 2 engineer-
ing subheadquarters. Recruited from more than 20
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provinces, workers and staff had travel-
led many places building the oil
industry. As the lines in the popular
Song of Oil Workers go: “I'm [inding
oil for the motherland. Where there is
oil, my home is there.”

We were told by workers: They of-
ten worked in ice or snow during win-
ter. Sometimes they had to lic on the
ice while welding pipes and their cot-
ton-padded clothes stuck to the ice when
they had finished welding. Sandstorms
were frequent when spring came. If
sand was blown into their rice bowls,
they said: “The blue sky is my lent and
the earth my bed. Sand and rice are
not bad.”

It is these ordinary yet great work=-
ers, peasants and P.L.A. men who use
their own hands to paint the freshest
and the most beautiful pictures on’
China’s vast land and who are writing
a new chapter in the history of the
rapid progress of socialist China.

Chairman Mao has said: “Of all
things in the world, people are the
most precious. Under the leadership of the Com-
munist Party, as long as there are people, every
kind of miracle can be performed. (The Bankruptcy
of the Idealist Conception of History.) We build our
country through self-reliance. Whom should we rely
on to do this? It is the millions, the masses. Without
the mass line, there can be no self-reliance.

Oil Refining

Not only has China’s crude oil output increased by-
a big margin, but the oil refining industry also has made
big strides. We went to Fushun, a coal centre in the
northeast, to see one of the three refineries there — the
No. 2 Oil Refinery. g

An old oil refinery from pre-liberation days. il has
completely changed. First built in 1941 during the
Japanese occupation, it was a rather small refinery
which started extracting oil from shale in 1945. Produe-
tion stopped soon afterwards. Liberation in 1949 restor-
ed production and it was gradually expanded. Starting
from 1962, it was transformed into one mainly refining
crude since it then had 13 sets of big processing equip=
ment that had been made by self-reliance. Today, it is a
big, modern petro-chemical plant producing various
high-quality fuels and petro-chemical products.

Annual processing capacity of the few imperialist-
run broken-down refineries before liberation was only
100,000 tons. Following the opening up of oil resources
after liberation, the oil-refining industry has developed
at a high speed. Relying on her own efforts. China
completed her first big, modern refinery — the Taching
Refinery — in 1962. In its wake came a number of mod-
ern refineries, with China designed, made and installed.
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equipment. The first big, modern petro-chemical com-
plex in the country — the Peking General Petro-Chemi-
cal Plan! capable of producing over 300 kinds of fuel
oil and petro-chemical products —was completed in
1969. The processing capacity of the new refineries
constructed in the 1960s was eight times that of the
1950s.

The imperialists always claim that the people of the
developing countries can’t do anything for themselves.
Driven out in 1949, they said we Chinese could not even
maintain the few small ill-equipped petroleum plants
they were forced {o leave behind. When we began to
develop on the weak basis we had, they scoffed at our
backward techniques.

However, things always happen contrary to the
wishes of the imperialists. With their own crude oil,
China’s oil workers now not only can produce large
quantities of ordinary fuels and lubricants, but also
aviation fuel and lubricants for use under extremely
high or low temperatures, and special petroleum prod-
ucts for advanced science and techniques and for the

ational defence industry. China is self-sufficient in
petroleum products in both variety and quantity, and
exports a small portion of them.

Accelerating Rate of Advance

Since the opening up of the Taching Oilfield in the
early 1960s, the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution
which started in 1966 has further promoted the.growth

An Advanced Collective in the Refinery’s Socialist
Emulation Drive.

by the workers' spare-time art group
of the No. 1 Oil Refinery in Fushun
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of China’s oil industry. The Shengli and Takang Qil-
fields were opened during the Cultural Revolution.

We went to the Takang Oilficld which is in the
coastal area of north China.

Started in spring 1964, Takang was explored and
built through China’s own efforis. The oillield is rich
in oil and gas resources and its crude oil is of high
industrial and economic valuc. The average annual
increase of crude oil oulput at Takang was 60.9 per cent
between 1967 and 1973. (See “Newly Built Takang Oil-
field,” Peking Review, No. 21, 1974.)

The nationwide movement to criticize Lin Piao and
Confucius that began in early 1974 is a new motive force
in Takang’s big advance. The southern zone of the oil-
field was just opened in May and June last year. Only
two months were spent to get the new wells there to
produce much high-quality crude oil—a high speed
“mass battle.” The daily output created by the two
months’ work in this zone is equivaleni to one-tenth of
the oilfield’s daily capacity acquired in the previous ten
years.

We interviewed some builders here. They said:
The opening of the new oil zone is a rich result of the
movement to criticize Lin Piao and Confucius.

The campaign has strengthened the workers’ and
staff’s determination to speed up oilfield construction
and evoked their spirit of innovation. For example,
a hoisting method was traditionally used in building
metal oil tanks with a large storage capacity, which re-
quired many machines and high labour intensity.
Efficiency was low too. In opening the new oil zone,
they used the new pneumatic floating method recently
learnt from other places. When the new technology was
suggested, many workers welcomed it while a few peo-
ple, thinking it unreliable, preferred the old one. The
latter were afraid that because time was pressing. pro-
duction would be hampered if the test failed.

They did not argue over the actual work of whether
to adopt the new technology or to use the old method.
They first criticized Lin Piao and Confucius’ crime in
plotting restoration and retrogression. Reactionaries like
Lin Piao and Confucius tried to turn back the wheel of
history, while revolutionary people must accelerate the
advance of history. Being bold in innovations and
swiftly building a new oil zone are concrete actions in
criticizing Lin Piao and Confucius. When their thinking
is unified as mentioned above, they merged their efiorts.
At first installation went smoothly. Difficulties ap-
peared later. Some conservative-minded people carped
and criticized. But most people were not daunied. They
studied Chairman Mao's On Practice and opposcd stick=
ing to the old way without change. They criticized the
theory of ‘“genius” and put their faith in overcoming
difficulties through collective wisdom. Successful, the
new floating method raised efficiency four-fold. The
workers said: “We oppose being conservative and stand
for innovation. This is a powerful rebuff to Lin Piao
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and Confucius’ line of restora-
tion and retrogression.” There
were many similar examples
like this in opening up the new e SRS
oil zone. -

Stories of how the movement

to criticize Lin Piao and Con- 3 i

fucius has brought on revolu-
tion in designing have also
spread in Takang. To trans-
port Takang's natural gas to a
synthetic ammonia lactory un-
der construction. a long-dis-
tance pipe had to be laid. The
oilfield’s designing  institute
was given the task last Feb-
ruary. The movement to crilicize
Lin Piao and Confucius was in
full swing at that time. The
big-character posters on the
grounds criticized Lin Piao and
Confucius’ idealist  apriorism,
coupling it with the influence of
the revisionist Jine, such as being divorced from reality
and clinging to the old rules in designing. The institute
leadership put up big-character posters, weleoming and
supporting the masses’ opinions.

A “threc-in-one” surveying and designing group
of workers, technicians and engineers and leading cadres
was organized, It was determined to overcome past de-
signing shortcomings and to criticize Lin Piao and Con-
fucius by dceds.

Instcad of designing in their offices or working
afier just a quick look at the spot, the designers travel-
led 1,700 kilometres on foot or by vehicle to make a
detailed on-the-spot survey of the ten proposed plans.
Having repeatedly consulted with the peasants along the
proposed route, they finally sclected a comparatively
desirable one for the pipeline which economized on both
rolled steel and took up less farmland. Chang Hsiao-
yvueh, the technician responsible [or the designing, told
us: “The design is quite suitable. A This is not because
ol someone's head being particularly brilliant as
Lin Piao advocated, but it came from large amount of

investigation and study and listeming fully to the
opinions of the peasants along the route. Lin Piao and
Confucius advocated ‘born with knowledge.” but we

maintain that real knowledge comes from practice. They
propagated the theory of ‘genius.” while we uphold
the truth that the massas are the real heroes.”

We visited some Takang crilling tcams and oil ex-
fraction teams and were impressed by their encrgetic
spirit. Their average age is only 21.

The No. 2 team of the No. 1 oil producing scetion
has 230 members. over one-third of them are voung
women. Deputy team Jeader Chen Ming-chen is 21. In
the past. oil extraction workers were mainly responsible
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for paraffin removal in the oil wells, sweeping floors,
measuring oil and gas. And gecologists were responsible
for the underground oil strata. The movement to crit-
icize Lin Piao and Confucius promoted further the
workers’ enthusiasm. On their own initiative, they sug-
gesied that they also look after the underground oil
strata. Since last year the team has kept a close watch
on 37 wells —recording data once every five minutes,
extracting oil samples and measuring the gas every half
an hour. They thus obtained 15,900 data and got to
know the “temper” of every well. By measures designed
to improve the situation, they conquered wells whose
output was unsteady and restored production in those
close to extinction. As a result, the team’s average daily
output in September 1974 increased 36.3 per cent as
compared with the corresponding period the year be-
fore, without any new wells being put into operation.

When we went to see the team, young people just
off shift were rehearsing theatrical pieces for Nn\\K~
Year’s Day they had written or composed themsclves.
One of their rhymed, fast talk ballads said: ‘“The move-
ment to criticize Lin Piao and Confucius has raised our
enthusiasm. We are determined to overcome every
difficulty in production. Our oil extracting task will be
fulfilled ahcad of schedule and this will be our present

{0 the Party on New Year's Day.”

All Takang is seething with activity. So arc those
places we went to in our travels of more than 1,000 kilo-
melres — from Chinhuangtao, the terminal of the newly
built pipeline, to the famous Taching Oilfield: from the
pipe-making plant in Ssuping to the oil vefincery
in Fushun. Everywhere we were impressed with
the soaring enthusiasm and high aspiration. Under the
guidnnece of Chairman Mao’s revolutionary line. China’s
oil indusiry is sure to develop at a faster speed along
the road of independence and self-reliance.

DPeoking Reniew., N 2




1974 in Retrospect

Africa: A Year of United Struggle

LR L L L R L R R L L L LT T T TR

HE African people in 1974 won splendid victories

in their fierce attacks launched in various spheres
against imperialism, colonialism, racism, Zionism and
hegemonism, thus greatly contributing to the Third
World's cause of unity against imperialism.

New Victories for National-Liberation Movements

There were frequent reports of viclories in the

" Jilrican people’s struggle for national liberation in the

past year.

Through protracted struggle, the African people
in Portuguese colonies forced the regime in Lisbon 1o
extend de jure recognilion to the Republic of Guinea-
Bissau and the Mozambican people’s right to indepen-
dence in September. An agreement on the realization
in 1975 of the independence of the Sao Tome and Prin-
cipe Islands was rcached in November between the Sao
Tome and Principe Liberation Movement and Portugal.
The Angolan people have been strengthening their unity
and [ighting for the speedy realization ol their national
independence.

Inspired by the victorious struggle of the people in
the Portugucse colonies, the southern African people
have brought about a new dewelopment in the national-
liberation armed struggles and mass movements. In

r;yhe past year, the Zimbabwe guerrilla fighters launchod
-<caseless altacks, dealing the white racist Smith regime
telling blows. The Namibian guerrillas intensilicd their
struggle, inflicting heavy casualties on South Africun
colonialist froops. The Azanian people’s mass move-
ment and sirikes against the reactionary South African
authorities were raging. The victorious advance of the
African national-liberation movements has thrown the
white racist regimes entrenched in southern Africa into
panic.

Fearing no sacrifice and fighiing valiantly on the
battlefield, the pcople in the Porluguese colonies
adhered to principle and dared to struggle at the ncgo-
lialion table. While negotiating with Portugal. Guinea-
Bissau smashed the Portuguese authorities’ plots for a
“ceaselire” and a “referendum™ and delended the prin-
ciple of national indepcndence. From their fight for
national independence. the Alrvicen people have come
Lo realize thal struggie cuan never be given up even when

Januery 10, 1975

viclory is won and people’'s armed [orces can only be
strengthened, not weakened. Twn months after the
Mozambican Transitional Government was formed in
September, a handful of colonialists {wice engineered
revolts in an attempt to hinder the Mozambican people’s
independence. The Mozambican people and their armed
forces firmly put down these vevolts in defence of the
fruits of their victory.

Fight for Economic Independence

The struggle to defend their national independence
and state sovereignty and to develop their national
economies and safeguard national resources by the Afri-
can countries and people who have won independence is
developing in depth. In their siruggle against imperial-
ism, colonialism and hegemonism, the African people
have realized ever more deeply that without political
independence there can be no economic independence,
and without the latter a country’s independence remains
incomplete and insccure. That is why, in the past year,
more and more independent African countries have
made economic independence their aim and pushed the
struggle for it lo a height. This fully reflects the
deepening of the African people's siruggle against im-
perialism, colonialism and hegemonism and shows their
new awakening.

To achieve ceenomic independence, should a country
rely mainly on its own strength or should it rely on
foreign counlries, particularly on the “aid” of the
superpowers? The Algerian Head of State Boumedicne
has given a definilc answer: “We must first of all lcarn
to rely on curselves. . . . We ourselves must take the
responsibility for our own development.” More and
more African countries launched struggles in 1974
against colonialist forees in the economic sphere. The
Congolese  Government cancelled all operalions by
vight foreign oil companies in the couniry last January;
Togo took over all the foreign shares in the Benin Mines
Company in February; Libya declared the nationaliza-
tion of three American oil companics in March; Zaire
denied Belgium's patent rights to copper production in
the country in April;: Mauritania nationalized foreign-
run iron companies in November: and in Dceember,
the Dahomeyan Government announced state monopoly
over the supply, slorage, transport and sale of all oil
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products and by-products in the country. These meas-
ures have not only handed the colonialist forces a
harsher blow, but also has provided these countries with
favourable conditions for the independent development
of their national economies through self-reliance.

To speed up economic construction, an increasing
number of African countries are attaching importance
to the development of agriculture, especially grain pro-
duction. The African people are striving to gradually
change the lop-sided development of agricultural econo-
mies resulting from protracted colonial rule on the con-
tinent and to achieve self-sufficiency in food grain. At
the same time, many of their countries have made
energetic efforts to develop national industry, paying
special attention to the use of local resources and
materials to build small and medium-sized enterprises
that serve the interests of these countries.

The African people’s anti-imperialist struggle has
reached a new level with the spearhead of their struggle
for econumi¢ independence directed more and more
against the superpowers’ policy of plunder and hege-
monism. Initiated by African countries, the 6th Special
Session of the U.N. General Assembly was held in April
al which the representatives of these countries, counter-
ing the two superpowers’ hegemonic stand against the
developing countries’ permanent sovereignty over their
natural resources, firmly upheld the following principle
laid down in the declaration drafted by the 77-nation
group: The right of every country to exercise effective
control over its natural resources, including nationaliza-
tion and transfer of ownership to its nationals. At the
Third U.N. Conference on the Law of the Sea in August,
representatives of many African countries strongly con-
demned the maritime hegemonism stubbornly engaged
in by the two superpowers, particularly by Soviet social-
imperialism. Together with representatives of other Third
World countries. they strongly denounced the two super-
powers’ fallacies of “interdependence” and “freedom of
fishery” and thus isolaied them to an unprecedented
extent, This fully demonstrates the might of the Third
World’s united struggle.

Steady Expansion of Anti-Imperialist United Front

In the past year. the African countries and the
other Third World countries have expanded their united
front against imperialism, colonialism and hegemonism,
and strengthencd their unity in struggle, thus bringing
about an ever better situation.

To struggie against the enemy, the African countries
have co-ordinated their steps still better than before
and struggled more resolutely. At the time the Lisbon
authorities tried to use “self-determination” and a
“referendum” as bait to induce the people in Portuguese
colonies to lay down their arms and thus prevent them
from attaining genuine independence, leaders of 42
independent African countries in June solemnly declared
that so long as Portugal did not recognize the colonial

people’s right to complete independence on the basis of
territorial integrity, the independent African countries
would “spare neither sacrifice nor effort to strengthen
the struggle waged by the liberation movements.” In
September, leaders of 17 East and Central African coun-
tries adopted the Brazzaville Declaration and decided
to increase and expand their assistance to the national-
liberation movements. These declarations expressed the
African people’s strong desire for the total liberation of
Africa.

The South African racist regime is the common
enemy of the African people. To oust its representative
from the United Nations, they fought dauntlessly against
sabotage and obstruction by the United States and other
countries. United as one at the U.N. General Assembly
in November and defying the opposition of representa-
tives of the United States and other countries, the Afvi-
can and other Third World countries adopted by an
overwhelming majority the ruling by the President of
the General Assembly. prohibiting the South Afric
regime’s representative from taking part in the work c.
the 29th Session of the U.N. General Assembly.

Inspired by the Arab countries’ use of oil as a weap-
on in their struggle, the African countries are closing
their ranks with other Third World's raw-material-
producing countries and waging a united struggle to
protect national resources against plunder and exploita-
tion by imperialism, particularly by the superpowers.

The ranks of the African united struggle expanded
steadily in the past year. The militant African-Arab
unity tempered in the October Middle East War of 1973
has been markedly strengthened. The 11th Assembly
of the Heads of State and Government of the Organiza-
tion of African Unity in June adopted a special resolu-~
tion, voicing firm support for the just struggle of the
Arab people against Israeli aggression, and decided to
strengthen African-Arab co-operation. The 7th Arab
Summit Conference in October decided to incr
financial and economic assistance to Africa and agr
on convening Arab-African summit conference to bring
about closer Arab-African unity, thus shattering the
divisive plots of the superpowers and Israeli Zionism,

The African people are marching forward on the
road of united struggle but the way ahead is by no
means plain sailing, They still face arduous and com-
plicated fighting tasks. One superpower for a long time
has pushed a colonial policy in Africa and supported
racist regimes in southern Africa. Flaunting the banner
of “supporting” the national-liberation movements, the
other superpower has tried its utmost to create a split
in the liberation organizations and undermine their
unity in its efforts to fish in troubled waters and push
the policy of hegemonism. Bul practice in struggle has
proved that whatever their schemes and intrigues, the
two superpowers can never stop the African people
from advancing with giant strides towards complete
African independence and liberation.

Peking Review, No. 2




Palestine

Ten Years of Armed Struggle

e With guns firmly in their hands, the Palestinian people have in the
last decade repulsed Israeli Zionist suppression end smashed the
disruptive schemes of the two superpowers, the United States and
the Soviet Union, and thus made important contributions to Pales-
tine revolution and the Arcb people’s liberation cause.

R TR T L R LU R AL LT E LU LU

TEN years have elapsed since the Palestinian people
started their armed struggle against Israeli Zionism
and for the restoration of their legitimate national
rights.

On January 1, 1965, heroic Palestinian sons and
daughters fired the first shots in the armed struggle in
Isracli-occupied Galilee, thus initiating a new stage in
the Palestinian people’s liberation movement.

f' Excellent Situation Created With Gun

Israeli aggression has caused millions of Palestinian
people to become homeless and live in misery. Al-
though some Palestinian personages went about the
world campaigning for the restoration of their national
rights, Israel stepped up its aggression and the super-
powers used no end of tricks against them. As regards
the important Palestine guestion concerning the
national rights of millions of people, the United Nations,
which was manipulated by the superpowers in the past,
regarded it simply as a “refugee question,” presuming
it could be written off by the offer of a sum as com-
pensation.

The Palestinian people’s armed struggle has
frustrated the enemy’s schemes. Today, the guerrillas
have become an important revolutionary [orce in the
Middle East, enjoying ever higher prestige in Arab

Palestinian guerrilla fighters training for close-range
fighting against the cnemy.

January 10, 1975

countries and the rest of the world. Students in the
Arab countries often are in the streets raising funds for
the Palestine resistance movement, workers coniribute
part of their wages to the guerrillas, women Kknit
sweaters for them and many people apply 1o the hospi-
tals to be blood donors for the guerrilla forces. More-
over, fighting shoulder to shoulder with the guerrillas
are many young Arab people, some of whom have given
their lives for the Palestine liberation cause. In Octo-
ber 1974, the Arab Summit Conference adopted a res-
olution reaffirming the Palestine Liberation Organiza-
tion (PLO) as the sole legitimate representative of the
Palestinian people. In November, the 29th Session of
the U.N. General Assembly adopted two important
resolutions, affirming the Palestinian people’s right to
self-determination. national independence and sover-
eignty without outside interference and inviting the
PLO to participate as an observer in the sessions and
the work of the General Assembly. The Palestinian
people are fully aware that the excellent situation re-
sults from their protracted armed struggle and grows
out of the barrel of a gun.

Growing Up in Struggle

The people’s armed forces have developed and
grown steadily in the difficult conditions and along a
tortuous course. Numerically small in 1965,
they could then mount an attack about every
three days. They have become stronger and
stronger through fighting. The guerrilla
forces launched 2,390 attacks in 1969, and
2,256 attacks in 1970, averaging more than
six a day. In the two years, Palestinian
guerrillas penetrating deep into the heart-
land of the Israeli regime, launched surprise
attacks on the camps and military installa-
tions of the enemy, and threw them inlo
confusion.

Bitterly hating and mortally afraid of
the guerrillas’ struggle which had aroused
the world’s attention, the enemy {wice
launched massive suppressions of the
guerrillas, first in September 1970 and
then in July 1971, The guerrillas lost their
base in Jordan. But the Palestinian peo-
ple, persevering in their armed struggle
and surmounting all difficulties, continued
to strike hard at the Israeli aggressors.

(Continued on p. 23.)
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CAPE VERDE ISLANDS

Victory for Protracted

Struggle
An agreement on the independence
ol the Cape Verde Islands was

reached in Lisbon at the end of 1974
alter a series of negotiations befwaoen
the African Party for Independence
in Guinea and Cape Verde and the
Portuguese Government.

The agreement said that the Por-
tuguese Government acknowledged
“the rights of the people of Cape
Verde to self-autonomy and indepen-
dence” and undertook “to turn over
power to the future independent state
of Cape Verde.” Ii also stipulated
that the Cape Verde Islands would
proclaim independence on July 5,
1975.

The islands arc in the Atlantic
Ocean, 515 kilometres west of Cape
Verde on the western tip of the
African continent. They include ten-
odd islands with an area of 3.929
square kilometres and a population
of nearly 300,000. Portugal made the
islands ils colony at the end of the
15th century. The people there have
carried out a protracted and valiant
struggle against Portuguese colonial
rule.

SAUDI ARABIA

U.S. Attack Refuted

Fahd Ibn Abdul Aziz, Second
Depuly Prime Minister of Saudi
Arabia, in a recent inierview with
the correspondent of the Lebanese
daily Al Anwar, rcfuled the U.S.
slander against the use ol oil as a
weapon by the Arab countries.

“The Arabs never accept either in-
terference in their affairs or cconomic
policy imposed upon them. We ave
ready to co-operate with all those who
are willing to co-operate with us. but
we will not accept control and
dictates,” he said.

He refuted the U.S. allegation of
the threat of a “world disaster’™ aris-
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ing from the raising of oil prices by
the Arab countries and the accumula-
ticn ol Arab capital. He said: *‘Such
an attack is unjust. Inflalion, a
phenemenen brought to us by the in-
dustrial countries, existed before oil
prices were raised. Prior to this, the
U.S. dollar had been devalued twice
and the British pound several times.
This has led to the devaluation of
Arab rescerves and aflected Arab oil
revenue."”

He asked: “Why do the [oil] con-
suming countiries not repeal taxes on
oil products so as to lighten the
burden of the oil consumers? Is it
fair for them to get more income from
cach barrel of oil than what the oil-
producing countries get? Is it a facl
that what the oil-consuming countries
get is five or six limes what the oil-
producing countries get?”

He recalled that the Arab countries’
o0il embargo was aimed at putling
Arab rights in the forefront. He said
that certain counlries “have no right
to condemn us for not selling oil to
those who back our cnemy who oc-
cupies our land so that our people
have lost their homes.™

Aziz stressed the imporfance of
unity among the Arabs, saying that
this unily came {o a climax during the
October War of 1973. The Arab coun-
irics now sheould “realize our aims
tkrough co-operation, benefiting one
another and unifying their will,” he
added.

Warmly acclaiming the Palestine
revolultion, he said: “This revolu-
licn has atlracted the world’s alten-
tion o the existence of the Palestinian
people and their sufferings. Without
the restoration of their rights, there
will be no peace in the Middle East.”

MARXIST-LENINIST COMMUNIST PARTY
OF FRANCE
European People’s Unity Stressed

A  communique issued by the
Political Bureau of the Marxist-
Leninist Communist Party ol France

stresses that the European people
must strengthen their unity to cope
with the dangers caused by the two
superpowers, particularly by Soviet
social-imparialism. The communique
was recently published in "'Humanite
Rouge.

It points out that the world situa-
tion of late has continued to develop
in a course favourable to the people
of various countries and unlavour-
able lo imperialism and social-
imperialism. “In the great turbulence
today, the people of various coun-
tries have constantly strengthencd
their unity and played a major rolc
in the struggle against plunder and
oppression, of which thcy are vie-
tims.” The West European countries
and others are also strengtheningf™
their ties with the Third World and
their opposition to the two super-
powers.

The communique goes on to say:
“The situation is excellent for the
people of the world and the prole-
tariat and the working masses in the
capitalist couniries. while it has
driven U.S. imperialism and Soviet
social-imperialism into sharper ri-
valry lor world hegemony.”

The communique stresses that the
imperialists and social-imperialists, in
the grip of insurmountable difficul-
tics, will inevilably make more
trouble throughout the world, and
particularly in Europe which is the
cenive of their contention. Thus thg®
Marxist-Leninist Communist Party ol
France calls on the French people to
sharpen their vigilance against the
danger brought on by the two super-
powers, particularly by Soviet social-
imperialism, to peace in Eurcpe and
the national independence of Euro-
pcan countrics. At the same time,
in continuing the class struggle for
immedialc demands as preparation
for the proletarian rcvolution, it is
indispensable to reinforce the unity
of the European peoples in all
spheres.

“The unity of the peoples under
the leadcrship of their proletarian
revolutionary parties is decisive, and
the unity of the proletarian revolu-
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