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Chairman Mao Meets Prime Minister
Kukrit Pramoj

HAIRMAN Mao Tsetung met with Prime Minister

Mom Rajwongse Kukrit Pramoj of the Kingdom of
Thailand and other distinguished Thai guests on the
morning of July 1.

At the meeting, Chairman Mao shook hands with
Prime Minister Kukrit Pramoj and members of his
aarty: Chatichai Choonhavan, Minister of Foreign
J{fairs: Anand Panyarachun, Ambassador and Per-
manent Representative of Thailand to the United Na-
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tions; and Prakaipet Indhusophon, Secretary-General to
the Prime Minister. Chairman Mao welcocmed them on
their visit to China. Chairman Mao then had a friendly
conversation with Prime Minister Kukrit Pramoj and
Foreign Minister Chatichai Choonhavan.

Present at the meeting and conversation were Vice-
Premier Teng Hsiao-ping, Vice-Foreign Minister Wang
Hai-jung and the Foreign Minisiry’s Deputy Depart-
ment Directors Chang Han-chih and Tang Wen-sheng.




President Bongo Visits China

L Hadj Omar Bungo, President of

the Republic of Gabon and Head
of the Government, Madame Bongo
and his party left Peking on Junc 29
alter a friendly visit to China.

This was the President’s second
irip to China fcllewing a state visit
last October.

Arriving in Peking on June 27,
President and Muadarme Bongo were
warmly welcomed at the airport by
Vice-Premiers Chang  Chun-chiao
and Wu Kuei-hsien, Vice-Chairman
of the Standing Commiiice of the
Natioral People’s Congress Hsu
Hsiang-chien, Forcign Minister Chiao
Kuan-hua, and several thousand peo-
ple of the capital. President Bongo,
accompanied by Chinese leaders, re-
viewed a guard of - henour made up
of men of the ground, naval and air
forces of the Chinese People’'s Libera-
tion Army. The craowds waved bou-
quets and shouted slogans in greet-
ing the guests. The Gabonese guests
were welcomed by Madame Kang
Ke-ching and Madame Teng Ying-
chao at the Guest House.

flags

The national gs of the two
countries [lew over the main streeis
and huge streamers trailing from fall
buildings read: “Firmly support the
Gabonese people in their struggle to
safeguard national independence and

slaie sovereignty!™ “Long live the
friendship between the peoples of
China and Gabkon!” “Long live the

Chairman Chu Teh meets President and Madame Bongo and other Gabonese guesis.

great unity of the third world peo-
ple!” “Long live the great uniiy of
the people of the whole world!”

In the evening, Vice-Premier
Chang Chun-chizo hosted a grand

The distinguished Gabonese guests receive a warm welcome at Peking Airport.

welcome banquet in the Great Hall
of the People in the name ol Premier
Chou En-lai. Vice-Premier Chang
and President Bongo spoke at the
banquet. (For excerpts of their

speeches see pp. 9 and 10.)

Chairman Chu Teh of the Stand-
ing Committee of the National Peco-
ple’s Congress and Premier Chou
En-lai separately met President and
Madame Bongo and other Gabonese
guests in Peking. Vice-Premier Chang
and President Bongo had talks on
international problems of common
concern and [urther development g™
friendly relations and co-operation
between the two countries.

President Bongo gave a relurn
banquet on Junec 28. Praising China’s
achievements in economic devclop-
ment in his speech, the President
pointed out that China has proved to
the whole world that no develop-
ment is possible without giving first
place to the people in national con-
struction. This consideration, he
said, accords with that expressed by
Gabon’s pclicy of national renova-
tion.

The Gabonese President reviewed
the development of relations between
the two countries since his last trip
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to China. “I t{ake pleasure lo ex-
press here my satisfaction with the
present state of our relations,” he
,said. “Today, again, our two coun-
tries have given proof of their deter-
mination to go ahead along the road
of more active and more efficacious
co-operation.”

President Bongo stressed: “For just
as the third world fights for its polit-
ical independence, it has the im-
perative duty to get organized for its
cconomic independence. In this per-
spective, all the regional and subre-
gional organizations of co-operation
are conducive to winning this eco-
nomic independence and sharpening
the consciousness of the role the
third world should play in the inter-
national arena,

s “The solidarity which thus binds
the peoples of the third world must
be affirmed and reinforced more than
ever.”

In his speech at the banquet, Vice-

Premier Chang Chun-chiao said:

His  Excellency the Presidenti's

current visit, which is crowned with

complete success, has made an im-

' portant contribution to the further

enhancement of our mutual under-

standing and developmeni of the

friendly relations and co-operation
between our two countries.

The Vice-Premier pointed out:
“China and Gabon are both develop-
ing countries belonging to the third
world, and we both face the common
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Premier Chou En-
lai meets Presi-
dent Bongo.

fighting tasks of combating imperi-
alism, colonialism and hegemonism

_and of building our respective coun-

tries. We need to sympathize with
and support each other.”

“The fact that His Excellency Pres-
ident Bongo has twice visited China
and brought with him the Gabonese
people's profound sentiments of
friendship for the Chinese people
demonstrates the friendship of the
Republic of Gabon for and its trust
in our couniry. It is an encourage-
ment and support io our people.” he
added.

Vice-Premier Chang requested
President and Madame Bongo {o
convey to the Gabonese people the
friendship and cordial greetings of
the Chinese people.

Prime Minister Kukrit Pramoj in Peking

OM Rajwongse Kukrit Pramoj,

Prime Minister of the Kingdom
of Thailand, arrived in Peking on
June 30 on an official visit to China
at the invitation of Premier Chou
En-lai.

On July 1, Premier Chou En-lai
and Prime Minister Kukrit Pramoj
signed a joint communique on the
establishment of diplomatic relations
between China and Thailand. (See
p. 8.)

The Prime Minister and his party
including Foreign Minister Chati-
chai Choonhavan and other high-

ranking government officials received
a warm welcome at the airport from
Vice-Premiers Teng Hsiao-ping. Chen
Hsi-lien and Hua XKuo-feng, Vice-
Chairman of the N.P.C. Standing
Committece Wu Teh, Foreign Minister
Chiao Kuan-hua, and several thou-
sand people of the capital. The air-
port was the scene of a grand wel-
come ceremony. Accompanied by
Vice-Premier Teng Hsiao-ping,
Prime Minister Kukrit Pramoj re-
viewed a guard of honour made up
of men of the ground, naval and air
forces of the Chinese People’s Libera-
tion Army. As the distinguished

Distinguished guests from Thailand receive a warm welcome at Peking Airport.
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Chairman Chu Teh meels
Prime Minister Kukrit
Pramoj.

Premier Chou En-lai meets
Prime Minister Kukrit
Pramoj.

Comrades Yeh Chien-ying

and Wu Teh meet the

Delegation of the French

Marxist-Leninist Commu-
nists.
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guesis went round to meet the wel-
coming crowd, cheers of greeting re-
sounded throughout the airport.
Young people welcomed the honour-
ed guests with dances performed to
music. The national flags of China
and Thailand flew over the main
slreels in Peking as the motorcade
carrving the distinguished Thai
suests went by. Huge streamers
trailing from tall buildings read: A
warm welcome to Prime Minister
Kukril Pramoj!”  “Resolulely sup-
port the people of Thailand in their
struggle to safeguard national inde-
pendence  and  state sovereignty!”
“Leng live the friendship between
the peoples of China and Thailand!”

On June 30. Chairman of the N.P.C.
Standing Committee Chu Teh, Vice-
.k’remims Teng Hsino-ping, Chen
: [si-lien and Hua Kuo-feng, and
Vice-Chairman of the N.P.C. Stand-
ing Committee Wu Teh met Prime
Minister Kukrit Pramoj and other
distinguished Thai guests. Premier
Chou En-lai met on the same day in
a hospital with the Prime Minister
and principal members of his official
party.

In the evening, Vice-Premier
Teng Hsiao-ping hosted a grand
welcome banquet in the name of
Premier Chou En-lai in the Great
Hall of the People. Vice-Premier
Teng and Prime Minister Kukrit
Pramoj spoke at the banquet. (For
excerpts of their speeches see pp.
11 and 12))

#. Vice-Premier Teng Hsiao-ping and
Prime Minister Kukrit Pramoj held
talks during the latter’s stay in
Peking.

Premier Chou En-lai Meets
Professor Chen Pien Li
Premier Chou En-lai met on June

96 with American Professor Chen

Pien Li who is in China to see his

relatives and for a visit,

French Marxist-Leninist

~ Communists Delegation

i

' ¥Yeh Chien-Ying, Vice-Chairman
of the Central Committee of the

Cominist Party of China, and Wu
Teh, Member of the Political Burcau

Ju'ly 4, 1975

Premier Chou En-lai meets Professor Chen Pien Li,

of the C.P.C. Central Committee, on
June 29 met and feied the Delega-
tion of the French Marxist-Leninist
Communists led by Comrade Jacques
Jurquet.

Present on the occasion were Keng
Piao, Member of the C.P.C. Central
Committee and Head of the Inter-
national Linison Department of the
C.P.C. Central Committee, and other
comrades,

The wmeeting and banquet were
permented with a cordial and
friendly atmosphere,

The delegation arrived in Peking
on June 5 for a friendly visit to
China. Comrade Keng Piao feted the
French comrades early in their visit.

More and Better Workers’
Colleges in Shanghai

Chairman Mao on July 21, 1968
pointed out: “It is still necessary to
have universities; here I refer mainly
to colleges of science and engineer-
ing However, it is essential to
shorten the length of schooling, rev-
olutionize education, put proletarian
politics in command and take the
road of the Shanghai Machine Tools
Plant in training technicians from
among the workers. Students should
be sclected from ameng workers and

peasants with practical ex-
perience, and they should
return to production after
a few years’ study.”
Guided by this instrue-
tion, workers’ colleges in
Shanghai have grown in
number and their quality
has constantly improved.
With the deepening of the
movement to criticize Lin
Piao and Confucius. partic-
ularly since studying the
theory of the dictatorship
of the proletariat which
began this year, workers’
colleges throughout this
municipality have devel-
oped vigorously.  There
were 48 such colleges in
Shanghai in the first half
of last year. Today there
are more than 360. Of the
nearly 30,000 attending,
more than 4,000 have graduated.

Most of the workers’ colleges are
run by factories, the rest are operat-
ed by the municipality, districts,
bureaus and companies. These col-
leges have set up specialities to meet
actual demands, with courses in
enginecering, medicine, arts, finance
and economics, as well as teachers’
training. Schooling lasts half a year
to a year, some two to three years,
and most courses are after working
hours, Many graduates have return-
ed to their original workshops,
groups or teams to work., The work-
ers are all for such colleges, con-
vinced that they are conducive to
training well-educated working peo-
ple and also gradually reducing the
differences between mental and
manual labour. :

Development of the workers’ col-
leges has helped constantly expand
the contingent of worker-technicians
and strengthen the leadership of the
working class in the technological
field. The colleges have also trained
a core for theoretical contingents
among the workers. Since the
specialities and curricula are all
closely linked to current production
needs, these colleges not only turn
out trained personnel but also pro-
mote production.



JOINT COMMUNIQUE

On the Establishment of Diplomatic Relations Between the
People’s Republic of China and the Kingdom of Thailand

1. The Government of the People’s Republic of
China and the Government of the Kingdom of Thailand,
desiring lo revive and strengthen further the tradi-
tionally close and friendly relations between the peo-
ples of the two countries and in conformity with the
interests and common desires of the two peoples, have
decided upon mutual recognition and the establishment
of diplomatic relations as from July 1, 1975,

2. The two Governments reaffirm that only the
people of each couniry have the right to choose their
own political. economic and social systems, withoutl out-
side interference. They also share the conviction that,
in spite of the differences in the polilical, economic
and social systems of the People’s Republic of China
and the Kingdom of Thailand, there should be no
obstacle to the developmenl of peaceful and friendly
relations between the two countries and peoples in ac-
cordance with the principles of mutual respect for
sovereignty and territorial integrity, mutual non-
aggression, non-interference in each other’s internal
affairs, equality and mutual benefit, and peaceful
coexislence.

3. The two Governmenis agree to seiile all dis-
putes by peaceful means in accordance witly the above-

mentioned principles, withoul resorting to the use or
threat of [orce.

4. The two Governments agree that all foreign
aggression and subversion and all attempts by any
country to control any other country or to interfere
in its internal affairs are impermissible and are to be
condemned.

5. The two Governments arve also opposed to an;‘!‘
attempt by any country or group of countries to es-
tablish hegemony or create spheres of influence in any
part of the world.

6. The Government of the Kingdom of Thailand
recognizes the Government of the People’s Republic of
China as the sole legal government of China, acknow-
ledges the position of the Chinese Government that
there is but one China and that Taiwan is an integral
part of Chinese territory, and decides to remove all its
official representations from Taiwan within one month
from the date of signature of this communique.

7. The Government of the People’s Republic of
China recognizes the Government of the Kingdom of
Thailand and agrees to respect the independence,
sovereignty and territorial integrity of Thailand.

Premier Chou En-lai and Prime Minister Kukrit Pramoj sign the joint communique.
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8. The Government of the People’s Republic of
China takes note of the fact that for ceniuries Chinese
residents in Thailand have lived in harmony and amity
with the Thai people in conformity with the law of the
land and with the customs and habitls of the Thai peo-
ple. The Government of the People’'s Republic of China
declares {hat it does mnot recognize dual naticnalily.
Both Governments consider anyone of Chinese na-
tionality or crigin who acquires Thai nationality as au-
tomatically forfeiting Chinese nalionality. As for those
Chinese residents in Thailand who elect to retain
Chinese nationality of their own will, the Chinese
Government, acting in accordance with its consistent
policy. will enjoin them {o abide by the law of the
Kingdom of Thailand, respect the customs and habits
of the Thai people and live in amity with them. Their
proper rights and interests will be protected by the
Government of China and respected by the Government
of the Kingdom of Thailand.

9. The two Governmenis agree to pursue policies
for the development of trade, eccnomic and culiural
relations between them.

10. The Government of the People’s Republic of
China and the Government of the Kingdom of Thailund
agree to exchange mutually accredited Ambassadors as
soon as practicable and to provide each other with all
the necessary assistance for the establishment and
performance of the functions of diplomatic missions in
their respective capitals in accordance with int¢ina-
ticnal practice and on a reciprocal basis.

(Signed) (Signed)
CHOU EN-LAI MOM RAJWONGSE
Premier of the Slate KUKRIT PRAMOJ

Council of the Peo- Prime Minister of the
ple's Republic of China Kingdom of Thailand

Peking, July 1, 1975

Thai Government Issues Statement

HE Government of Thailand issued a statement

on July 1 pointing out that upen the release of the
Joint Communique on the Establishment of Diplomatic
Relations Between the Kingdom of Thailand and the
People’s Republic of China, “the Government of the
Kingdom of Thailand terminates all existing official
relations between Thailand and Taiwan. The Govern-

At Banquet Welcoming President Bongo

ment of the Kingdom of Thailand also considers that, as
from the same date, all official agrecements concluded
between Thailand and Taiwan are terminated. All
official representations of Taiwan in Thailand have
been asked to withdraw within one month f{rom the
date of signature of the joint communique.”

Vice-Premier Chang Chun=chiao’'s Speech
(Excerpts)

IS Excellency President Bongo is an old friend of

ours. IIis visit to cur country last autumn opened
a new page in the development of the friendly relations
between the Chinese and Gabonesc peoples. It gives
us particular joy this evening (o have the President and
Madame Bongo with us again on this happy occasion
and to exchange sentiments of friendship with them.

Since His Excellency the President's last visit to
China, the international situation has continued to
develop in a direction favourable-to the -people of the
world. Notably the third world countries and people,
who are the main revolutionary force of the people of
the world, have made ever stronger onslaughts against
the old order baséd on imperialism, colonialism and
hegemonism, so as to defend (heir national economic
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rights and interests. On an ever broader scale thuy
have used their natural resources as weapons and relied
on their organized strength to wage a common fight
against the superpowers and imperialism, All this pre-
sents a revolutionary scene of united struggle. Here,
we wish specially to refer to the contribution made by
the Republic of Gabon in this struggle. His Excellency
President Bongo stated: “We say yes to rvespect of
sovereignly and no to domination.” We highly appre-
ciate this solemn statement. We are glad (o note that
His Excellency the President has taken an aclive part
in the struggle of the Organization c¢f Petroleum Ex-
porting Countries, made efforts to promoie the unity
belween the oil-exporting countries and other third
world countries and vigorously called on other raw
. 9
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material producing countries in the third world to fol-
low the example of the oil-producing countries. It is
on the initiative of President Bongo that the Inter-
African Organization of Forestry Economy and Timber
Trade was set up not long ago. We acclaim this good
thing which has newly emerged. We are sure that the
third world countries, constantly intensifying their
united struggle along this line, will win fresh and
greater victories in the fight for the establishment of
a new international economic order.

The greal militant Africa is seething with vigour
- and vitality. The independent states there are coarrying
on a sustained struggle to consolidate their political
independence and win economic liberation. The situa-
tion in the ncn-independent territories has also under-
gone a fundamental change as a result of the protracted
armed struggle waged by the people. TFollowing the
independence of Guinea-Bissau, the founding of the
heroic People’s Republic of Mozambique was solemnly
proclaimed the day before yesterday. The Cape Verde
Islands, Sao Tome and Principe and Angola will also

become independent in due course. The ranks of inde-
pendent African states are rapidly expanding. In
southern Africa, though imperialism and the super-
powers are planning to use new and more sinister
manoeuvres in their last-ditch struggle, the tried and
tested people of Zimbabwe, Namibia and Azania are
surmounting all difficulties to develop in depth their
armed struggles and mass movements for national lib-
eration, The great African pecple are making big
strides on the road to complete liberation. We sincercly
wish that the whole of Africa stand up and win com-
plete liberation.

It is not long since China and Gabon established
diplomatic relations, yet in the past ycar or more our
friendly relations and co-operation have made rapid
progress to our gratificalion. We are sure that His
Excellency President Bongo's current visit will further
increase the friendship and mutual understanding be-
tween our two peoples and make a new contribution to
the growth of the friendly relations and co-operation
between our two countries.

President Bongo's Speech
(Excerpts)

T is a great privilege and high honeur to my country,

my government and myself to visit your great and

beautiful country for the second time in less than two
years.

In my view, the friendly visit that T am paying
today to your wonderful country is of historical im-
poriance. It takes place precisely under international
circumstances in which each meeting of statesmen
arouses hope in some and fear in others,

We live in a world where relations between states
are relations of force.

The gap between the rich and the poor continues
to grow dangerously. I have always said that this can-
not last indefinitely without endangering the peace and
the fragile equilibrium of the world.

That is why my country does not spare her efforts
bul works resolutely for strengthening international co-
operation.

This co-operation should be established on the
sound basis of the sacred principles of national inde-

pendence, state sovereignty, non-interference in the in-
ternal affairs of any state, equality and freedom.

Freedom is like light, the value ef which is appre-
ciated only when it has been deprived of.

My country knows her true friends. She does her
best to pursue a foreign policy in her own interests
and in those of the countries that love peace and justice,

10

She will never allow any line of conduct to be dictated
to her. She will never accept any dictates, no matter
where they come from.

She will never approve of divisions imposed on
third world countries by foreign forces.

In this context, the visit I am making to your coun-
try has its full significance. China is today the
tabernacle of justice and the hope of oppressed peoples.
That is why she commands the admiration of so many
peoples,

I feel an immense joy to be back in China and
with the Chinese people and their leaders at a time
when the peoples of Guinea-Bissau, the Cape Verde
Islands, Sao Tome and Principe, and also Mozambique,
have achieved sovereignty internationally at the price
of heavy sacrifices.

This is a victory for the third world, as is the
victory of the Vietnamese and Cambodian peoples.
While cherishing the firm wish that Angola-Cabinda
resolve their internal problems and gain independence
very soon, we will carry on the struggle for the libera-
tion of South Africa, Namibia and Zimbabwe.

Finally, in the Middle East, it is no longer necessary
to prove that peace requires the evacuation by Israel
of the occupied Arab territories. I am overjoyed at
the identity of views between China and all other third
world countries on all the issues of today.

Peking Review, No. 27
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At Banquet Welcoming Prime Minister Kukrit Pramoj

Vice-Premier Teng Hsiao-ping's Speech
(Excerpts)

'W/‘E are very glad that His Excellency Mom Rajwongse
' Kukrit Pramoj, Prime Minister of Thailand, has
come to China at the invitation of Premicr Chou En-lai
on an official visit. bringing {o the Chinese people the
friendship of the people of Thailand. There are among
the distinguished guests from Thailand His Excellency
Foreign Minisier Chatichai Choonhavan and other old
friends who have visited our country more than once
in recent yecars as well as many new [riends who are
here for the fivst time. I am entrusted by Premier Chou
En-lai to host this cvening's banquet. Please allow me,
on behalf of the Chinese Government and people, to
express our warm welcome to His Excellency Prime
* Minister Kukrit Pramoj and the other dislinguished
guests [rom Thailand.

Thailand is a country with a long history., The
industrious and valiant people of Thailand have made
an important contribution te the {ireasure-house of
Asian civilization by crealing their magnificent ancient
culture, After the imperialist and colonialist invasion of
Asia, the people of Thailand waged a protracted and
unyielding struggle to safeguard their national
independence. Their struggle won the deep sympathy
and admiration of the people of all countries. In inter-
national affairs, Thailand actively develops friendly
relations with other third world countries, stands for
a peaceful and neulral Southeast Asia and is opposed
to power politics and hegemonism, We sincerely wish
the people of Thailand new and greater victories on their
road of advance.

At present. the internaiional situation continues
to develop in a direction favourable to the people of
all countries. Thanks to the great victories won by the
Indochinese peoples, an excellent siiuation now prevails
in Southeast Asia. Afier the Second World War, the
situation in Southeasi Asia remained in constant tension
and the relations between the Southeast Asian coun-
tries and other Asian countries were extremely abnor-
mal because one of the superpowers persisted in a war
of aggression in Indochina. Now, this superpower has
finally suffered irrevocable defeat under the counter-
blows of the Indochinese peoples and had to withdraw
from Indochina. This siluation has <created very
favourable conditions for Southeast Asian countries to
act independently and take their destiny into their own
hands. It is, however, noteworthy that the other super-
power with wild ambitions has extended its tentacles
far and wide. It insatiably seeks new military bases in
Southeast Asia and sends its naval vessels to ply the
Indian and West Pacific Oceans, posing a menacing
threat fo the peace and security of the Southeast Asian
countries, The spectre of its expansionism now haunts
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Southeast Asia, as it hankers for converting this re-
gion into its sphere of influence some day. But the peo-
ple of the Southeast Asian counfries, who suffered un-
told misery under imperialist and colonialist rule, will
never allow any superpower to subject their countrics
again to aggression. oppression and control. We believe
that the Souiheast Asian people, uniting themselves and
persisting in struggle, will smash all superpower
schemes of aggression and expansion and victoriously
guard their countries’ independence and sovereignty.
History has proved and will continue to prove that
Southeast Asia belongs io the people of the Southesst
Asian countries, and not to any superpower.

China is a developing socialist country: like the
Southeast Asian couniries, she belongs to the third
world. We have always sympathized with and support-
ed the just struggles of all oppressed nations and op-
pressed peoples. Through their own protracted strug-
gle, our people have become keenly aware that the
destiny of a country can be determined only by its own
people. TForeign aggression and interference are im-
permissibie and are doomed fo failure. We consider
that countries with difierent social systems can develop
state relations on the basis of the five principles of
mutual respect for sovereignty and territorial integrity.
mufual non-aggression, non-interference in each other’s
internal affairs, equality and mutual benefit, and peace-
ful coexistence. In conformity with these principles.
China has already established diplomatic relations with
many countries. This is a vivid proof that these princi-
ples are practicable and full of vitality.

This visit by His Excellency Prime Minister
Kukrit Pramoj to China has turned a new page in the
history of China-Thailand relations. Our two countries
are close neighbours, and there is a kinship-like tradi-
tional friendship between our two peoples. Friendly
contacts between our peoples can be traced to more
than two thousand years ago. There was a period be-
fore the colonialist and imperialist invasion of Asia
when emissaries travelled in a steady stream between
China and Thailand, and the two peoples carried on a
brisk economic and cultural interflow. In the history
of China-Thailand relations, quite @ number of Chinese
emigrated to Thailand and have lived amicably with
the people there, adding kinship to the relationship
between the Chinese and Thai peoples. After the found-
ing of New China, the contacts between our two coun-
tries were unfortunately interrupted for a time, owing
to imperialist obstruction and sabotage. Buf that was
only a brief interlude in the long history of friendship
between our two peoples. We are happy to note that
in recent years the traditional friendship of owr two
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peoples has resumed and developed at a rapid pace.
Cultural, athletie, scientitic and commercial exchanges
between the two countries have increased steadily. It
is the common wish of our two peoples to effect the
normalization of relations belween China and Thailand.
During this visit of Prime Minister Kukrit Pramoj, our

iwo governments will sign a joint communique to an-
nounce officially the establishment of diplomatic rela-
tions. The Chinese Government and people heartily
welcome this development. We wish His Excellency
the Prime Minister and the other distinguished guests
from Thailand complete success in their visit.

Prime Minister Ku-ltril: Pramoj's Speech
(Excerpts)

FEELL it a high honour to have been inviled to pay
an official visit to the People’s Republic of China
by H.E. Chou En-lai, Premier of the State Council of
the People’s Republic of China. When I received the
invitation, T felt great pleasure in having the oppor-
tunily to take part in the revival and further sirength-
ening of the traditionally close and friendly ties that
have existed for so long between the people of the
Kingdom of Thailand and the people of the People’s Re-
public of China, in conformily with the interests and
common desires of the two peoples, From the moment
I arrived in China, I and my party have been received
wilh a friendship of the utmost warmth. I should like
to take this opportunity to thank our hosts and through
them to express our deep appreciation to the people of
China.

My visit to China is the result of the development
of relations between the Kingdom of Thailand and the
People’'s Republic of China that have progressed step
by step over the recent years. In these contacts, both
sides have co-operated with sincerily in the creation of
mutual understanding. In this connection, the exchange
of sports teams, doctors,-scientists, trade delegations and
the visit by Members of the National Assembly have
played an important role in drawing our two peoples
close together.

The Government of the Kingdom of Thailand to
which I had the honour of being appointed Prime
Minister. is a democratic government elected by the
Thai pcople and represents all the people ol Thailand.
The foreign policy objective of this government is to
iollow un independent course in promoting peaceful
coexistence on the principle of friendship with all coun-
tries professing good intention towards Thailand, with-
out regard to differences in political ideologies or
governmental systems, and based on the principles of
justice, equality and non-interference, in either direci
or indirect forms, in the internal affairs of each other.
It is for this reason thail the recognition and normaliza-
tion of relations with ihe People’s Republic of China
had high priority in the conduct of the foreign policy
of my government.

The Government of the Kingdom of Thailand
wishes to reaffirm that only the people of each country
have the vight to choose their own political. economic
and social system free from outside interference. The
Government ol the Kingdom of Thailand is convinced
12
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that even though the Kingdom of Thailand and the
People’s Republic of China have differing political.
economic and social systems, this should not constitute
an obstacle to the development of peaceful and amicable
relations between our two countries and peoples on the
basis of the principles of Pancha Sila.

At the present time, efforts to establish hegemony
and spheres of influence have not declined, and the
countries of Southeast Asia continuc to have to oppose ™
all manners of subversion [rom outside in order to pre-
serve their right to choose their own political, economic
and social systems without exiernal interference. For
this reason, five couniries of the region, namely, Indo-
nesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore and Thai-
land made the Bangkok Declaration of 1966 establish-
ing the Association of Southeas{ Asian Nations. Since
1966, the ASEAN, which is a regional organization for
economic and social co-operation. has expanded its ac-
tivities to cover efforts towards political solidarity too.

The worthy political intent of the ASEAN coun-
tries was again demonstrated when representatives of
our five nations met in Kuala Lumpur in November
1971 and made the Kuala Lumpur Declaration on
Southeast Asia o be a zone of peace, freedom and neu-
trality. The imporian{ consideration underlying the
Kuala Lumpur Declaration is that the ASEAN countries
wish the whole of Southeast Asia to be an area free

from the rivalry and conflict of all the great powers. (&

In other words, the intent of the declaration is to bring
benefits to all the countries in the region regardless of
differences in political, economic or social systems.
Should the creation of a balance of interests in the rela-
tions betwcen the great powers and the nations of
Southeast Asia were to succeed, this region might be-
come a zone of stability, which would contribute to the
reduction of tension in one arca of the world and help
1o lessen the chance of the occurrence of another world
war. This is naturally the desire of all peace-loving
people. For this reason. the Government of Thailand
warmly welcomes the pronouncements of the Govern-
ment of the People’s Republic of China in support of
the ASEAN and the desire of ASEAN countries to see
Southeast Asia a zone of peace, freedom and ncutrality.

In actual fact, mutual understanding and sympathy
between China and the countries of Southeast Asia
have existed cince ancient times, In the case of
Thailand and China, contacts between Thai and Chinese
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irace back {o thousands of years. Even at the present
time, it is a well-known fact that in the southernmost
part of China there are many Chinese nationals of the
Thai race who are living in peace and happiness under
the protection of the Constitution of the People’s Re-
public of China. So it is in Thailand, the Chinese in
Thailand have lived for many centuries in amily and
harmony with the Thai people in conformity with the
law of the land and with the customs and habits of the
Thai people. At the risk of being unduly boastful, I
feel in all sincerity that the success with which Chinese
and Thai have lived together is something we should
take pride in, because it is umque and this should be
gencrally known.

China is a great country. Throughout the long his-
tory of Thai-Chinese relations, the Thai people have
looked upon China as one of the couniries which is a
model of culture. However, in a long {riendship, it is
perhaps in the nature of things that there should have
been a moment of some estrangement to the exient that
it gave rise to mutual misapprehension and mistrust.
* But a quarter of a century is but a short interval in
" time. Now within the last three years, Thai people
have been able once again to come and visit China and
to see the marvels of the New China. On this point,
may I menlion a few examples. The progress in
medicine and science in China that secks to teach
doctors and scientists to serve the people and the train-
ing of “barefoot ductors” to provide health care for all
the people in the rural areas., Then there is the pro-
gress achieved in the field of agriculture that has

brought about equalily and justice in the countryside
together with the development of the efficiency of agri-
cultural production units so as to enable them to meet
fully the needs of the people. These lessons are ex-
tremely useful to take back for adaptation in Thailand.

Nevertheless, the historical evolution of each coun-
try is by nature dilferent. A glorious revolution, full
of fervour and exciting events, gave birth to the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China. The success of the Chinese
revolution is confinually lauded. But, for the Kingdom
of Thailand, our revolution was inspired [rom above
under the leadership of our kings who always under-
stood the need for administrative and social reforms to
keep up with the prevailing circumstances. The suc-
cesses of this wise royal policy accrued to the benefit
of each and every Thai. Therefore, it can be seen that
although the historical evolution of each country might
be different, the end result, which is desired by all, is
the same, that is, the creation of equalily and justice
in sociely and the attainment of parity in the standard
of living among the people. This is the objective of
the Government of the Kingdom of Thailand and I
am fully aware that it is also the policy of the Govern-
ment of the People’s Republic of China.

I would like to express my earncst hope that the
relations between our two countiries and peoples, which
is being revived, on the basis of sincerity, mutual trust
and mutual respect, will draw us close together and
yield benefits to both sides in conformity with the
hopes of the peoples of both two countiries in the times
to come.

At International Women’s Year World Conference

Speech by Head of Chinese Délegatidn

Li Su-wen

Women of all lands in order to fight for emancipation must struggle
against imperialism, colonialism and hegemenism. The contention be-
tween the two superpowers is getting more and more intense and the
factors for war are increasing. The people and women of the whole
world must heighten their vigilance and be prepared.

L L T T T T LT LT L1}

Discussing the road to women’s emancipation and
principles for current action, the United Nations World
Conference of International Women's Year opened in
Mexico City on June 19. Altending were delegations
frem more than 100 countries and regions and observers
from some national-liberction organizations. China
was represented by a delegation led by Li Su-wen and
her deputy Wang Shu-chen. Li Su-wen delivered her
speech, which was warmly welcomed by those present,
to the conference on June 23. Full text of the speech
follows. Subheads are ours. — Ed., *

o
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Mr. President,

The World Conference of International Women's
Year is being convened in Mexico, world famous for
its ancient civilization. Please allow me, in the name
of the Chinesc delegation, to express our heart-felt
thanks to the government of the host country for its
efforts in preparing this conference, (o convey our good
wishes to the people and women of Mexico and to ex-
tend to you, Mr. Pedro Ojeda Paullada, our warm con-

gratulations on your being elected president of the
conference
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We are particularly glad that the heroic people and
women of south Viet Nam, who won a great historic
victory not long ago, have sent their glorious envoys
to this conference. Also with us at this conference are
the delegations of some newly independent African
countries that have shaken off the yoke of colonialism
and the representatives of some national-liberation
movements and organizations that are still carrying on
their struggles. They bring with them news of victory
in their struggles and fresh experience in the women's
emancipation movement. We extend a warm welcome
1o them and warm congratulations on their victories.

The emancipation of women is a question of greai
importance. Women make up half of the world popu-
lation and no great social change can be completed
without their participation. To win emancipation, the
oppressed women of the world, together with the rest
of the oppressed people, have fought long and heroical-
ly, advancing wave upon wave in countless moving
deeds that propelled the continued advance of society.
Today the struggle against imperialism, colonialism and
hegemonism, waged by the pcople of the world, partic-
ularly those of the third world countries, is developing
vigorously, Countries want independence, nations want
liberaiion and the people want revolution — this has
become an irresistible historical trend. In this great
struggle, the broad masses of women are becoming in-
creasingly awakened, the women’s movement is devel-
oping in depth and women have become a great
dynamic revolutionary force, The women of south
Viet Nam and Cambodia are the best witnesses to this
fact. Together with the people of their own countries,
displaying revolutionary heroism, they fought indomi-
tably for the independence and freedom of their coun-
tries, and set a shining example for women all over
the world.

Women’s Emancipation Inseparable From
y A Nation’s and People’s Struggle

In every couniry women form a part of the whole
nation and people. Their fate is invariably linked with
that of the whole nation and people. Their emancipa-
tion, therefore, is an inseparable part of the struggle
of the whole nation and people. Right now imperialism,
colonialism and nco-colonialism are still carrying out
aggression and plunder; particularly the two superpow-
ers are practising hegemonism and power politics
everywhere, and are contending for spheres of influ-
ence. seriously encroaching upon and menacing the
sovereignty, independence and basic rights of the people
of many countries. All this also endangers the existence
and security of the broad masses of women and chil-
dren in these countries. Under these circumstances,
women cannot win emancipation without taking parl
in the main struggle against imperialism, colonialism
and nco-colonialism, particularly against hegemonism
of the two superpowers.

Under the colonialist and racist rule in southern
Alrica, where the masses of the people do not even
have-the right to survive, how can women win emanci-
pation without fighting colonialism and racism?
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How can our sisters in the Arab countries and in
Palestine win women’s rights without flighting Israeli
Zionism and the superpower hegemonic policy of con-
tention in the Middle East, without recovering their
lost territories and restoring their national rights?

As for our sisters in the third world countries that
have already won independence, if they do not fight
against aggression, subversion, control and plunder by
imperijalism, especially by the superpowers, the in-
dependence of their countries will be undermined, na-
tional economy disrupted, and the independent and seli-
reliant development of national economy out of the
question. Thus, it will hardly be possible to fulfil
women’s wishes for “equal participation in develop-
ment with men,” and no fundamental solution to the
problems of employment, education and health care for
women can be found.

In the developed countries, the working women
are not only subjected to exploitation like other work-
ing people, but also face superpower control, interfer-
ence and threat. If hegemonism is not opposed, there
will be no “peace and security,” or full guarantee for”*
women’s righis.

Clearly. the primary task al present in the struggle
for women’s emancipaiion is to fight imperialism,
colonialism and particularly hegemonism of the two
superpowers. Only when this struggle is carried out
successfully, while giving due attention to and solving
the special demands and problems of women, can the
cause for women’s emancipation be pushed ahead
steadily.

Arouse Women in Their Hundieds of Millions

Mr, President,

The emancipation of women is a common cause of
the entire people. Its success requires the joint effort
and struggle of the entire people. At the same time,
women’s emancipation is of vital interest primarily to
women themselves and must be won through their own‘
struggle. They must not expect emancipation to be
granted them as a favour, or wait for a small number
of people to win it for them. Can the emancipation
of women be realized by enacting laws protecting
women’s rights? Such laws will be of some help. but
without struggle by women themselves, no such laws
will be formulated, and even if they are formulated,
it will be difficult to put them into practice. In such
case there is still no real guarantee for women's rights
and emancipation. Experience proves that only when
women take part in the liberation struggle of the op-
pressed nations and people and in social productive
labour can they broaden their horizons, raise their polit-
ical consciousness, give their talents full play, get rid
of their inferiority complex, see their own sirength and
increase courage and confidence in struggle. By con-
tributing to the cause of revolution and construction
through participation in siruggles, women will raise
their position and win the respect of society, The peo-
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ple’s cause needs the participation of large numbers
of women cadres, who will come to the fore and be
steeled and tempered only in actual social struggles.
In a word, only when women are mobilized in their
hundreds of millions will the victory of their emanci-
pation be fully guaranteed.

Superpowers Try to Lead Women's
Movement Astray

What merits our sharp vigilance is that while
women the world over are becoming increasingly
awakened and throwing themselves actively into the
struggle against imperialism, colonialism and hegemon-
ism to win and safeguard national independence, social
progress and women's rights, the superpowers are doing
their utmost to lead the women's movement asiray.
One superpower insists that women’s problems are
“non-political,” while the other superpower advocates
that “detente is opening up favourable prospects” for

“the achievement of the purposes of International

Women’'s Year, that “only under the conditions of peace
and reduction of military expenditure” can women
“win their defined social rights.” etc. According to the
logic of that superpower, the prerequisite to the eman-
cipation of women is not persistent struggle against
imperialism, colonialism and hegemonism. or the mobili-
zation and organization of women, but wailing and
begging for “peace,” “detente” and “disarmament,” and
depending on kind favours bestowed by the superpow-
ers. Such talk is spread with ulterior motives. As
everybody can see clearly, it is precisely this superpower
which chants “detente™ and “disarmament™ at the top
of its voice that is running fastest in the arms race and
scrambling hardest in the struggle for world hegemony.
Its fleets ply the waters from the Pacific Ocean to the
Gulf of Mexico, from the Mediterranean Sea io the
Indian Ocean. It is also this superpower which has,
to date, stubbornly refused to sign Additional Protocol
I to the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons
in Latin America, and to withdraw all its armed forces
stationed abroad and dismantle its military bases in
other countries. It is also this superpower which, while
prating about “European security,” has greaily increas-
ed its troops stationed in Eastern Europe and ils con-
ventional and nuclear weapons spearheaded at West-
ern Europe. Facts prove that its talk about “disarma-
ment” is actually to cover up its arms expansion and
war preparations, and ils declamation on “detente” is
to spread a smokescrcen for conducting infiltration.
control and aggression. The broad masses of women's
desire for peace is understandable, but this superpower
tries to capitalize on this well-intentioned desire in
order to achieve its ulterior motives. The harsh reality
today is that the contention between the two superpow-
ers is getting more and more intense and the factors
for war are increasing. The people and women of the
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whole world must heighten. their, vigilance and be
prepared.

Chinese Women's Road to Emancipation
Mr. President,

Chinese women had sought long and hard the way
to emancipation and had waged protracted siruggles for
its realization. Countless setbacks and failures had
taught them that the system of oppression of man by
man was the root cause of the discrimination and op-
pression they suffered, and that to achieve emancipa-
tion they must, first of all, fight for national liberation
and social progress. Under the leadership of Chairman
Mao Tsetung and the Communist Party of China, Chi-
nese women, together with the entire Chinese people,
threw themselves into the struggle against imperialism,
feudalism and bureaucrat-capitalism and finally won
the victory of the people’s revolution and established
the People’s Republic of China. The Chinese people
have stood up, so have the Chinese working women
who were at the bottom of the old society. The estab-
lishment of the socialist system in China eradicated
the centuries-old root cause of oppression of women.
The working people have become masters of the coun-
try and women have won equal rights with men in all
fields of life. A new human relationship has developed.
characterized by comradely mutual help and co-opera-
tion. Men and women help and learn from each other,
share work in society and housework and advance
together. Giving full play to their wisdom, the indus-
trious and courageous women play the great role of
“holding up half the sky” on all fronts of socialist rev-
olution and socialist construction. In the Great Pro-
letarian Cultural Revolution and the movement {o
criticize Lin Piao and Confucius, the masses of the peo-
ple, men and women, made profound criticism of the
Confucian and Mencian ideas which have poisoned peo-
ple’s minds for more than two thousand years. They
have criticized such reactionary ideas as “men are su-
perior and women inferior,” breaking with outdated
traditional ideas and lifting the mental outlock of the
women to a new height. Emancipation of the mind
has pushed forward the movement for women’s eman-
cipation. The Chinese women today hold the interests
of the whole country and the whole world at heart and
are concerned, first of all, with the affairs of the siate
and the world. They are undertaking a great cause
which has never been done by their predecessors.
Countless women are doing the work formerly con-
sidered suitable for men only, and more and more are
filling leading posts at all levels. Times have changed
and today men and women are equal. Whatever men
can do, women can too. Chinese women have never
been so high in spirit and so firm in determination as
today. A new generation of women is coming into
their own. =

China is a developing socialist country. We are
exerting our greatest efforts to consolidate the dicta-
torship of the proletariat, prevent the restoration of
capitalism and carry the continued revolution under
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the dictatorship of the prolelariat through to the end.
China is not a superpowcr, nor will she ever seek to be
one. Chinese women have always stood with the op-
pressed women of the world. We will unswervingly ful-
fil our proletarian internationalist obligations, strength-
en our unily with the oppressed nations, people and
women of the whole world, supporting each other. We
resolutely support the peoples of Indochina in their
struggle against imperialism and to win and safeguard
national independence. We resolutely support the
Korean people in their struggle for the independent
and peacelul reunification of their fatherland. We
resolutely suppori the Paleslinian and other Arab peo-
ples in their struggle against Zionism and to recover
their lost territories and restore the national rights of
the Palestinian people. We resolulely support the peo-
ple of Zimbabwe, Namibia and Azania in their struggle
against colonial rule and white racism. We resolutely
support the peoples of Latin America in their struggle
to safeguard national sovereigniy, defend national

economic rights and interests and win the 200-nautical-
mile maritime rights. We resolutely support the strug-
gle of the third world countries and pcoples against
international monopoly, cxploitation and plunder, and
to establish a new inlernational economic order. We
resolutely support the struggle of the women and peo-
ple of all couniries against imperialism, colonialism,
hegemonism and to win and safeguard national indepen-
dence, social progress and women’s rights.

Mr. President,

The international situation is developing in a direc-
tion more and more favourable o the people and the
oppressed women in different countries. The world is
moving ahead, the people are making progress and the
women’s movements are developing. The Chinese
delegation is ready to work with all present to make
this conference contribute to the cause of women’s
emancipation in various countries,

Thank you, Mr, President.

Great Changes in Status of

China’s Women

N old China, women were not worlth a straw; in
New China, they are treasured as a great asset.”
This popular saying among Chinese women today
vividly illustrates the profound changes that have taken
place in the political and social status of working women
since liberation.

The most notable change is the political emancipa-
tion of working women who along with the men are
now the couniry’s masters. They take part in the
adininistration of state affairs, enjoy equality with
men and are playing an ever grealer role in the na-
tion’s political lile.

Change in Political Status

Lenin poinfed out: “In capitalist society the

woeman’s position is marked by such inequality that the
extent of her participation in politics is only an insignif-
icant fraction of that of the man. The power of the
working people is necessary for a change to he wrought
in this situation, for then the main tasks of politics will
consist of matters directly affecting the fate of the
working people themselves.” (The Tasks of the Working
Women’s Movement in ihe Soviet Republic.) The
change in the political status of women in China
abundantly proves the ftruth of this statement.
: Working women had no rights at all before libera-
tion. A great number did not even have their own
names; many were sold as chattels. Only a few women
from the landlord, bureaucrat, capitalist and other rul-
ing classes had access to political activity,
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Hundreds of thousands of outstanding working
women in China today hold positions of leadership from
the grass-roots level right up to the central authorities
of the Communist Party and the state, Li Su-wen,
formerly a shop assistant, is now Vice-Chairman of the
Standing Commiltee of the National People’s Congress
and head of the Chinese Delegation to the World Con-
ference of International Women’s Year. An ordinary
textile worker, Wu Kuei-hsien is now Vice-Premier of
the State Council. Three of the vice-chairmen of the
Shanghai Municipal Revolutionary Committee are wo-
men (two workers and one peasant), and women’s rep-
resentation on the committee is 22 per cent. The prin-
cipal responsible members in six ol the 20 district and
county revolutionary committees under that municipa-
lity are women. Bul in pre-liberation days, many of
them were servants in landlord homes, child-labourers
or indentured workers in capitalist textile mills or street
cleaners, looked dewn upon as inferior people in the
old society.

The personal experiences of many working women
provide hisiorical evidence of the tremendous changes
in their status since liberation. Yang Po-lan, a 37-year-
old textile worker, was a child-labourer in a Tsingtao
cotton mill at the age of 10. Often beaten by the
foremen and subjected to the humiliation of body
search after work, she led a life of misery, cruelly ex-
ploited and oppressed. Since liberation she has worked
with great zeal and has been commended as an
advanced worker on many occasions. She was elected
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Alternate Member of the Central Commitice in 1973
at the Tenth National Congress of the Communist
Party of China. Earlier this year she was elected
Member of the Standing Committee of the Fourth Na-
tional People’s Congress.

A homeless orphan in Shanghai in the old society,
Chu Hui-fen became one of China’s first women flicrs
after liberation and later had the honour of being re-
ceived by Chairman Mao. She is now an Aliernate
Member of the Parly’s Tenth Central Committee, Mem-
ber of the N.P.C. Standing Committee, and a deputly
political commissar of the General Administration of
Civil Aviation of China.

Working women of the minority nationalities had
an even more miserable lot in the old days when they
were without any political rights and barred from all
social activity. Large numbers of outstanding workers
and peasants among them now have been promoted to
leading positions. Pasang, of Tibetan nationality, who
was a slave on a manorial estate for nine years and
lreated as a “speaking animal” by the serf-owner, is

ow Member of the Parly Central Commitice, Member
of the N.P.C. Standing Committee, and Secietary of
the Party Committee and Vice-Chairman of the Rev-
olutionary Committee of the Tibet Autonomous Re-
gion. Paojihletai, a working woman of Mongolian na-
tionality, has been elected Member of the Party Central
Committee, Member of the N.P.C. Standing Committee
and Secretary of the Party Commiltec of the Inner
Mongolian Autonomous Region. Women of minority
nationalities account for about one-fifth of the leading
members of Party organizations at various levels in the
Sinkiang Uighur Autonomous Region.

The tens of thousands of working women holding
important leading posts and running state affairs prove
most convincingly the sieady rise in women's political
status and teslify to the superiority of China’s socialist
sysiem,

Economic Independence

W™  Another fact speaking volumes for the changes in
women’s status is their active participation in social
productive labour, which makes them economically in-
dependent.  After liberation, the masses of women
enjoy and exercise the right to work, and rapid indus-
trial development and the cstablishmeni of people’s
communes have provided them with ample employment
opportunities. The policy followed by our Party and
government of giving equal pay for equal work,
irrespective of sex, is a great encouragement to them.
More and more women are taking part in social produc-

tive labour. In Shanghai, for instance, the number of

female industrial workers has increased from 180,000 in
1949. the year the city was liberated, to over 800,000, or
35 per cent of that metropolis’ total work force today.
Practically all Shanghai hcusewives under the age of 45
are now engaged in social productive labour of one
kind or another. In the Taching Oilfield, China’s largest,
women make up 21 per cent of the workers and staff
members —a sharp contrast to the past when few wo-
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men could have a place in heavy industry. In the vast
countryside they constitute a staunch force in agricul-
tural production, One example is in the Tachai Bri-
gade, the celebrated national agricultural pace-setier in
Hsiyang County of Shansi Province, where f{emale
members do 60 per cent of the farm work and are striv-
ing for ever richer harvests alongside the men,

Not only has socialist New China under the
dictatorship of the proletariat enabled millions of wo-
men to join social productive labour, but it has opened
up unprecedentedly broad vistas for such activities,
Large numbers of women are now aclive in various
fields — industry and agriculture, finance and com-
merce, cultural and educational undertakings, medical
and health work and scientific rescarch as well as in
P.L.A. units. They say proudly: “In the old days, we
were tied to the stove and up to our ears in such matters
as cooking food, gathering firewood and doing needle-
work. Now we shoulder revolutionary tasks and con-
cern ourselves with the two-line struggle and take part
in transforming nature.” '

Women's increasing participation in social produc-
tion helps create wealth for society.- This has funda-
mentally changed their position of being discriminated
against and oppressed resulting from not having equal
economic status with men. As Lenin put it: “To effect
her complete emancipation and make her the equal of
the man it is necessary for the mational economy to be
socialized and for women to participate in common
productive labour. Then women will occupy the same
position as men.” (The Tasks of the Working Women’s
Movement in the Soviet Republic.)

Change in Family Status

The leudal ethics such as the “Three Obediences
and Four Virtues™ in old China deprived women of
their personality as independent human beings. A wile
depended on her husband for a living and household
chores such as cooking and taking care of the children
made her a virtual “slave of the family.”

With the liberation of the country came women's
political emancipation and economic independence. This
has brought a tremendous change in their family status,
ensuring them their rightful place as equals of the male
members. A series of measures have been adopted by
the Party and government to raise the posilien of wo-
men in the family. With the promulgation of the Mar-
riage Law in 1950, arbitrary and compulsory arrange-
ments and the treatment of women as chattels in mar-
riage are opposed, and free choice of partners,
monogamy and the prolection of the women’s rights of

*The “Three Obediences” meant that women had to
obey the father when young, obey the husband when
married and obey the sons when widowed. The “Four
Virtues” were: “women’s virtue,” which requirved that in
every way a woman must behave and aet in complianece
with the feudal ethical code; “women’s specch.” which
demanded that a woman must not talk too much: “women’s
appearance,” which meant that s woman musl adorn
hersell with a view fo pleasing the opposile sex; and
“women’s chores,” which meant thal a woman must
willingly do all the household work.
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equality in the family are put into effect. To release and bureaucrat-capitalism, founded the socialist New
women from family drudgery, canteens, nurseries, China, abolished the private ownership of the means
kindergartens and creches have been set up in fac- of production and established the dictatorship of the
tories, villages, government organizations and urban proletariat.

residential quarters. A brand-new family relationship
is advocated, with husband and wife sharing household
duties and helping and respecting each other.

In the long years of fighting fer the liberation of
the country, Chinese women have come to understand
that their emancipation would have been out of the

Like the masses of female workers and staff mem- question without the victory of the revolution of the
‘bers and commune members, practically all housewives proletariat. Our great leader Chairman Mao has said:
in the cities and towns have left the confines of their “The emancipation of the working women is insepar-
homes to attend evening literacy classes and study able from the victory of their class as a whole. Only
politics, run neighbourhood industries and do other when their class wins victory can they achieve real
social work. Family members of workers and staff emancipation.” This is why women in China have
in factories and mines also have actively organized taken an active part in the Chinese revolution along-
themselves to do auxiliary work to serve production cide their class brothers to fight for the victory of the

. roletarian revolution and their own emancipation.
and improve the workers’ welfare, proletarian revol ang thelr:g € pat

During the years of revolutionary wars numerous
women performed moving deeds in courageously fight-
ing the enemy and in doing logistics work for the front.

What accounts for the tremendous changes that
have taken place in Chinese women’s social posi-

tion? - 5 . ;

Today, in grasping revolution and promoting produc-
] The answer is not hard to find. It is the result tion, they are making fresh contributions to the so-
of the protracted struggles, waged by the Chinese work- cialist revolution and socialist construction. At present, ‘
ing women fighting shoulder to shoulder with the rest they are studying the theory of the dictatorship of the
of the Chinese people under the leadership of Chairman proletariat and doing their bit for the consolidation of
Mao and the Communist Party, in which they over- this dictatorship and the complete emancipation of
threw the three big mountains of imperialism, feudalism women.

Profound Revolution on the
Health Front

— Marking the 10th anniversary of Chairman Mao’s “June 26"
Directive on medical and health work
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UR great leader Chairman Mao gave an extremely counter-revolutionary recvisionist line of Liu Shao-chi

important directive on June 26, 1965, in which and Lin Piao on health work and the doctrines of Con-
he penefratingly criticized Liu Shao-chi’s counter- fucius and Mencius. Chairman Mao’s revolutionary
revolutionary revisionist line on health work and line in health work has struck deep roots in the hearts
issued the call: “In medical and health work, put of the people. Hundreds of millions of people have
the stress on the rural areas.” In the high tide of study- displayed enormous enthusiasm in combating disease
ing the theory of the dictatorship of the proletariat to- and unhygienic habits. There is an upsurge in the na-
day, restudying this teaching of Chairman Mao's and tionwide mass movement to undertake medical and
making further efforts to implement Chairman Mao's pharmaceutical work and revolutionary changes have
revolutionary line in health work are of great im- taken place on the hea'lth front. The co-operative
portance for consolidating and developing China’s so- medical service is blossoming everywhere and a million-
cialist economic base and strengthening the all-round strong barefoot doctors are maturing. Large numbers

of urban medical workers have gone to the country-

dictatorshi ) i 3 yeoisie, : .
ctatorship of the proletariat over the bourgeoisie side and border regions and taken the road of integrat-

In the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution and ing themselves with the workers and peasants. In the
the movement to criticize Lin Piao and Confucius, the allocation of personnel, material and funds for health
broad masses and medical workers, guided by Chairman work, the stress is gradually being shifted to the rural
Mao’s brilliant “June 26” Directive, have adhered io areas and a medical and health network suited to the

the Party’s basic line and scathingly criticized the conditions in China’s countryside is taking shape. The
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principle of “putting pi'évention first” is better imple-
mented than before and achievements have been made
in varying degrees in integrating traditional Chinese
and Weslern medicine, in family planning and in
medical education and research. Notable changes are
taking place in health work both in the cities and in the
countryside. The revolution in health work is develop-
ing vigorously,

Nevertheless, the revolutionary tasks on the health
front are still arduous. Experience over the past dec-
ade has proved that putting the stress of medical and
health work on the rural areas is a profound revolution
in which the proletariat triumphs over the bourgeoisie
on the health front, and is a long-term and arduous
fighting task. China’s rural population which accounts
for more than 80 per cent of the nation’s total has long
felt the shortage of doctors and medicine, To do rural
medical and health work well is of great significance
in strengthening the worker-peasant alliance, reducing
the differences between town and country, between
wvorker and peasant and between mental and manual
«abour, restricting bourgeois right, combating and pre-
venting revisionism and consolidating the dictatorship
of the proletariat. The general orientation of the rev-
olution in health work is to adhere to putting the stress
on the rural areas. Although we have made a good
start in this respect, our work is still far below the re-
quirements set by Chairman Mao, and we must per-
severe in our efforts.

Chairman Mao has pointed out: “Why did Lenin
speak of exercising dictatorship over the bourgeoisie?
It is essential to get this question clear. Lack of clarity
on this question will lead to revisionism. This should
be made known to the whole nation.” We must con-
tinue to firmly and effectively grasp the study of the
dictatorship of the proletariat as a matter of paramount
importance. The health department is an important
position over which the proletariat and the bourgeoisie
fight fiercely for control. In the field of public health,
the influence of feudalism, capilalism and revisionism
,.'f fairly widespread and bourgeois ideas and styles of
work and the force of old habit still exist to a serious
extent. Leadership in some medical and health units
is not in the hands of genuine Marxists. We must as-
siduously study and get the question of exercising
dictatorship over the bourgeoisie clear by integrating
theory with practice. We must, in connection with the
actual struggle between the {wo classes, the two roads
and the two lines on the health front, continue to
deepen our criticism of the counter-revolutionary revi-
sionist line of Liu Shao-chi and Lin Piao on health work
and the doctrines of Confucius and Mencius, criticize
the ideology of bourgeois right and bourgeois ideas and
styles of work, raise our consciousness of continuing
the revolution under the dictatorship of the proletariat,
implement the tasks of the dictatorship of the prole-
tariat down to the grass-roots level and deepen the rev-
olution in health work,

It is necessary that medical workers strengthen
their ideological revolutionization. Chairman Mao has

July 4, 1975

said: “This question of ‘for whom?’ is fundamental; it
is a question of principle.” To serve proletarian polities
and the workers, peasants and soldiers, medical and
health work must persevere in serving the poor and
lower-middle peasants who comprise the great majority
of China’s population. Urban medical workers must
keep to the orientation of going to the countryside and
the grass-roots units and taking part in the three great
revolutionary movements (class struggle, the struggle
for production and scientific experiment) so as to re-
ceive re-education and remould their world outlook in
the course of work and struggle. It is necessary to give
positive support to the socialist new things that have
emerged on the health front. The rural co-operative
medical service and barefoot doctors are pioneering
cfforts by the masses in their hundreds of millions who,
under the leadership of the Party, are fighling disease
by relying on the collective strength, We must sum
up our concrete experience, and create conditions 1o
facilitate their growth. Barcfoot doctors working in the
countryside should maintain the fine style of not divove-
ing themselves from labour and the masses, and should
serve the poor and lower-middle peasants heart and
soul,

Party organizations at all levels should strengthen
their leadership over the revolution in health work and
conscientiously carry out Chairman Mao’s revolutionary
line on health work and proletarian policies, It is
essential to regard health work as an important com-
ponent in building a new socialist countryside, include
it in the plan to learn from the Tachai Brigade in agri-
culture and make overall arrangements. We should
continue to put the stress on the rural areas with regard
to the allocation of personnel, material and funds io
solve problems most urgently demanded by the masses.
Medical and health work, medical education and
scientific research institutions at various levels should
all be geared to the needs of the countryside and the

- grass-roots units and open their doors to society at

large. We must give support to the large contingent
of medical workers to carry out in the vast countryside
clinical practice and theoretical research on the inie-
gration of Western and traditional Chinesc medicine,
so as to speed up the creation of a unified new medicine
and pharmacology in China. We must do a good job
in family planning and maternity and child care, ac-
lively help the areas inhabited by minority peoples irain
their own medical workers, and take concrete steps to
do urban medical and health work well, particularly
medical and health work in industrial and mining
enterprises. Leading cadres of health departments at
various levels must set examples in implementing
Chairman Mao’s directive and take the lead in going to
the rural areas and grass-roots units to make investiga-
tions and study, sum up experience and grasp typical
cases well,

Let us rally closely around the Pariy Central Com-'
mittee headed by Chairman Mao and march forward
valiantly! |

(“Renmin Ribao” editorial, June 26)
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