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HIGHLIGHTS

The Economic Situation

Facts and figures from an
official report on the implemen-
tation of the 1979 natjonal
economic plan (p. 17).

Deng Reatfirms the
Three Worlds Theory

China will remain a member
of the third world, uphold pro-
letarian  internationalism and
continue to oppose hegemonism
(p. 3).

More on Joint Ventures

Vice-Premier ¥u Qiuli elabor-
ales on China's policy for joint
ventures with foreign coun-
tries (p. 4).

Claritying a Theoretical
Confusion

""Renmin Ribao* Special Com-
mentator discusses a lesson from
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the Liu Shaogi case. Lin Biao
and the gang of four’s refuta-
tion of correct Marxist theses as
revisionism has caused sericus
political and theoretical con-
sequences {p. 19).

Afghanistan: Political
Solution Unripe

Qur news analyst shows that
only after Moscow is taught a
bitter lesson will there be con-
ditions for a real political settle-
ment (p. 9).

U.S.-Iranian Relations

Why a peaceful settlement of
U.S.-Iranian differences is the
best policy for both sides (p. 11).

Helping Problem Pupils
in China

Three experienced teachers
tell how they have helped way-

The motto of
Let

ward students.
Chinese schools today is:
no one {all behind (p. 23).

The Jinuos in Yunnan

A minority people recently
recognized as China’s 33th mi-
nority nationality (p. 27).

A New Ice Age?
Probably Not

Researching through ancient
Chinese records leads two Chi-
nese meteorologists to say recent
climatic irregularities are not
uniusual and do not portend a
new ice age (p. 30).
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Mm20nd Zambian peoples.

CHINA

EVENTS & TRENDS

FOREIGN
RELATIONS

President Kaunda’s Visit
To China

Dr. Kenneth David Kaunda,
President of the Republic of
Zambia, is an old friend of the
Chinese people. He had visited
China in 1967 and 1974, and
made important contributions
to the development of the
friendship between the Chinese
During
his current visit (April 9-15),
he held talks with Premier Hua
Guofeng. Both sides reviewed
with satisfaction the develop-
ment of bilateral relationd and
expressed the determination ta
expangd their co-operaticn in all
fields. On April 11, China and
Zambia signed a protocol on
economic and tlechnical co-
operation and a cultural agree-
ment.

The leaders of the two coun-
iries had extremely cordial and
sincere discussions on major
international issues of common
concern and reached identity of
Views,

. At the banguet he pgave in

honour of President Kaunda,
Premier Hua Guofeng said:
The Zambian guests have come
from the southern African front-
line where gratifying changes
have taken place and a new
independent state —1the Re-
public of Zimbabwe —is com-
ing into being. The signal
victory of the Zimbabwean
peaple will heighten the morale
aof the people of Namibia and
Azania.

The Chinese Premier pointed
out: *1i is imperative to make
continued unremitting efforts
before complete independence
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and liberation of the African
continent can be won. We will
continue our good co-operation
with Zambia and the f{riendly
co-operation with other African
couniries and do whatever we
can to help achieve this goal.”

President Kaunda spoke high-
ly of the late Chairman Mao
and Premier Zhou. He said thal
the name of Mao Zedong is well
known among the fighting peo-
ple. As the founders of New
China, Chairman Mao and Pre-
mier Zhou have left an indelible
impression in world history.
These two greal leaders em-
bodied the spirit of China's in-
ternationalism.

President Kaunda said: ““Since
our independence, especially
since 1967, China has always
supported the struggles of the
oppressed people of southern
Africa. China is one of the lead-
ing supporters of the pairiotic
forces fighting colonialism, fasec-
ism and racism in southern
Africa. China’s support for the
people of Mozambique, Angola
and Zimbabwe played a decisive
role in their struggle for libera-
tion. The frontline countries
provided the sirategical bases
and aid of logistics for the
patriofic forces, and China's
valuable support to them is also
an indispensable and decisive
factor in helping (he oppressed
pecple to win their historical
victory,”

“In the last few years,” Pres-
ident Kaunda continued, “when
the war of liberation in Zim-
babwe reached a critical and
decisive phase, China stood
very firmly with the patriotic
forces and frontline ecouniries
in repelling the combined forces
of rebel Rhodesia and South
Africa in their vicious atlacks
against Mozambique and Zam-
bia. When we needed assistance

most in the darkest hour before
the dawn of Zimbabwean in-
dependence, China threw in her
lot with us.”

The President said that he
wished to peint out clearly that.
thanks te China's decisive sup-

port, Zambia could exist and
gain security.
Relerring to the Zambian

President’'s repeated mention of
China’s suppert and assisiance
to Zambia and the people in
southern Africa, Premier Hua
said at another banquet: "'We
have always held that assistance

Uphold the Three Worlds

Theory
“We uphold the three worlds
theory advanced by Chairman
Mao. China will always remain
a member of the third world; it
will never pursee hegemonism.
and it will always uphold prole-
tarian internalionalism and firmly
oppose hegemonism.”

This was said by Vice-Premier
Deng Xiaoping when he mel
President Kaunda on April 12.

Vice-Premier Deng described to
the Zambian President China's ex-
perience and lessons in socialist
construction. He spoke highly of
Chairman Mao's contributions in
leading the Chinese people in
building up the country. He said
that the mademnization programme
which 1he Chinese people are
now carrying out was advanced
by Chaiiman Mao and Premier
Zhou Enlai.

President Kaunda said: “We at-
tach much imporiance 1o exchang-
ing views with Chinese leaders,
which enables us to understand
each other's line of thought.”

He neoled that he was very glad
to know about the present situa-
tion in China. He added: “1 have
on several occasions publicly ex-
pressed my admiration for China
under the leadership of Chairman
Mao and Premier Zhou as well as
under the preseni leadership.”




is mutual.... The struggles
and victeries of the southern
African peoples and the support
given by the Republic of Zam-
bia te China in international af-
fairs constitute a great help and
encouragement to us. The as-
sistance, support and encour-
agement given to .the Chinese
people by a prosperous Africa
and a prosperous third world
will be of inestimable signifi-
cance.”

Vice-Premier Yu Qiuli in
Tokyo

The Japanese Government
and people are aclively making
preparations (o warmly wel-
come Premier Hua Guofeng’'s
visit to Japan in May. This was
what Japanese Prime Minister
Masayoshi Ohira told Vice-
Premier Yu Qiuli in Tokyo.

The Chinese Vice-Premier
was paying a two-week goodwill
visit to Japan at the invitation
of the Japanese Government
and the Japan-China Associa-
tion on Economy and Trade.
During the visit, he exchanged
views with Prime Minister
Ohira and other cabinet minis~
ters on the friendly relations
and economic co-operalion be-
tween the two countries. He
also met Japanese friends from
business circles and made =&

firsi-hand study of Japan’s
economic development,
Importance of Sino-Japanese

Co-operation. At a press con-
ference he gave in Tokyo on
Aopril 10, Vice-Premier Yu Qiuli
said, “Close co-operation be-
tween China and Japan is of
great significance not only {0
the interests of the two coun-
tries but also 1o the needs of the
whale world.”

He added:' “Tension, tur-
bulence and intranqguillity mark
the present-day international
situation. 1t is the joint task
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and the common interesis of the
people of the world to oppase
hegemonisrn  and  safeguard
world peace. Promotion of the
ties of friendship and co-opera-
tion between China and Japan
will play a positive role in pre-
serving peace and stability in
Asia and the world as a whole.”

China’s Economy in the 80s. In
a speech he gave in Tokyo on
April 7, Vice-Premier Yu said
that China will not deviate
from the central task of modern-
ization in the B0s and even for
a longer peried as long as ihere

is no large-scale war. He
stressed: “We shall not flinch
from combining self-reliance

with learning from other coun-
tries; we shall actively promote
economic and fechnological in-
terflow with other countries,
introduce advanced technology
and absorb experience in scien-
tific management {o expedite
our modernization.” He said
that China is drawing up a len-
year (1981-80) plan io ensure
that economic work in the en-
tire decade will be more effec-
tive. The main contents of this
plan are to give priority to agri-
culture, energy, communications
and transport as well as cul-
tural, educational and scientific
undertakings.

Policy on Joint Ventures. Al
the press conference in Tokyo
on April 10, Vice-Premier Yu
said that China will abide by
the contracts concluded with
foreign investors. He made
clear the following five points:

First, the Chinese Govern-
ment will not confiscate or re-
quisition the assets belonging Lo
foreign investors in accordance
with the joint ventures law, If
China should find it necessary
tc requisition them under very
particular circumstances, it will
give the foreign investors
reasonable compensations.

Second, a system of respon-
sibility by the general manager

under the board of directors
will be established in the joint
ventures. The general manager
can either be a Chinese or a
foreigner.

Third, the joint ventures have
the right to hire or fire their
workers according 1o the needs
of management, Punishment
including dismissal may be
meted out to those who seriously
violate the labour disciplines.

Fourth, raw and other ma-
lerials, fuel and parts the
ventures need should be pur-
chased as much as pessible in
China. Bul the ventures are
entitled to use their own foreign
exchange to buy what theyf§
need directly from abroad. -

Fifth, in fixing the tax rate
for the joint wventures, the
justified interests of foreign in-
vestors will be 1laken into ac-
count. The legal interests of
foreign investors will be
guaranieced.

China and the International
Monetary Fund, When Yu
Riul} was asked if China was
ready lo join the Internaticnal
Monetary Fund, he said:
"“China is one of lhe LM.F.
initiators. T is now a guestion
of restoring (o China its
membership. The time has
come and we are ready to take
this step. After the resloralior‘
of China’s membership, it will
take an active part in all the
actlivities of this organization.”

News in Brief

» Hua Guofeng, Chairman of
the Cenirali Commitlee of the
Chinese Communist Party and
Premier of the State Council,
met in Beijing on April 7 with
a delegation of 1the African
Party for Independence in
Guinea and Cape Verde headed
by Carlos Correia, Member of
the Party's Executive Commit-
tee of Struggle. He praised

Betjing Review, No. 16



F

¥

CHINA

EVENTS & TRENDS

this Party for its achievements
in leading the people of Guinea
and Cape Verde in their strug-
gle against imperialism, colo-
nialism and racial discrimina-
tion, and in developing their
natiopal economy. He expressed
the belief that the delegation’s
visit {o China would further
strengthen the friendly relations
between the two Parties and
couniries.

s When Vice-Premier Deng
Xiaoping met with a cultural
delegation from Malaysia on
April 8, he noted that China
and DMalaysia were friendly
neighbouring countries and that
friendly  exchanges bhelween
them were increasing. He also
said that the friendly relations
beitween China and Malaysia
and ihe other ASEAN countries
would continue to develop.

e The China National Ma-
chinery and Equipment Import
and Export Corporation and the
National Electrification Ad-
ministration of the Philippines
recently signed three agreements
in Manila. In accordance with
these agreements, China will
provide complete sets of equip-
ment for small hydroeleciric
power stations and related tech-

munology and the two countries

will co-operate
such eguipment.

in producing

® The Guangzhou Centre for
Technical Exchanges With
Foreign Countries and two Jap-
anese  indusirial = companies
recently sponsored a meeting
for exchanging experience on
high polymer adhesive techni-
gques in Guangzhou. Since the
centre  was eslablished in
November 1878, it has received
700 experts and technicians
from the Federal Republic of
Germany, India, Japan, the
United States and many other
couniries.
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® China will import from Ro-
mania and Japan three cement
plants with a total annval pro-
ductiont capacitly of four million
tons., The one [rom Romania
will be built in Xuzhou in
northern Jiangsu Province and
the other two from Japan will
be built in the city of Ningguo
in southeastern Anhui Province
and in Tangshan, east of Bei-
jing. Computers will be used
in some production procedures
in these plants which have anti~
pollution and anti-earthquake
devices.

POLITICAL

Self-Correction by the
Party

“'Even the wise who are cir-
cumspect may make a mistake”
is the Chinese way of saying “to
err is human.” A man who
corrects his own mistakes is a
courageous and not a weak and
faint-hearted person.

This is also true with a pro-
letarian party. In order io con-
tinually make progress and keep
its youthful wvitality, it must
persist in making self-criticisms
and correct its mistakes so as to
preserve its purity, strength and
vigaour,

Over the past three years, and
especially  sinee the Thirgd
Plenary Session of the 11th Cen-
tral Committee of the Chinese
Communist Party in December
1978, the Party has restored ifs
fine tradition of seeking truth
from facts, reappraised many
major historical issues and re-
dressed numercus cases of peo-
ple unjustly, falsely or wrongly
charged and sentenced, incud-
ing rehabilitating Comrade Liu
Shaogi who was the victim-pf

the biggest [rame-up
Party’'s history.

in the

The nation’s newspapers and
periodicals have recently pub-
lished many arlicles on the
significance of the Pariy's
major decision to rehabilitate
Comrade Liu Shaogi. On Apdl
1 Guangming Ribao published
an article by commentator say-
ing that this is a convincing
proof that the Party is a Marx-
ist revolutionarvy Parly imbued

with the spirit of making
earnest and serious sell-criti-
cisms,

The article recalled that, dur-
ing the period of the democratic
revolution, the Party had com-
mitted mistakes in political line
on several occasions. But no
matter how serious they were,
steps were taken to correct
these mistakes. This resulted
in the great victoly of the new-
democratic revolution and the
founding of New China. In
giving leadecrship to the social-
ist revolution and construction,
the Party also made some mis-
takes due to various subjective
and objective reasons. Partic-
ularly during the Cultural Rev-
olution, it commitied distressing
mistakes which made it possible
for Lin Biao and the gang of
four to wreak havoc for ten
years., As in the period of the
democratic revolution, the Party
has by its own efforts corrected
these mistakes through self-
criticism.

Facts have proved that by cor-
recting its mistakes in an open
and frank way, the Party has
restored its prestige among the
people and become more capable
of leading them forward. An
end has beerr put to the ten years
of turmoil caused by Lin Biao
and the gang of four and a si-
tuation has emerged throughout
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the country in which things are
moving ahead in a guided and
orderly way and the people,
with a clear geal in mind, are
advancing in the right direction,
confident of victory.

The commentator said that
Comrade Mao Zedong always
attached great importance to
self-criticism by the Party,
pointing out that this was a dif-
ference between our Party and
other political parties. At the
enlarged working conference
convened by the Party Central
Commiltee in 1962, he said that
on the Jast day of the working
conference convened in June
1961 by the Central Committee,
he had discussed his own short-
comings and mistakes and asked
the participants to convey what
he had said to the provinces
and localities. He found out
later that many lecalities were
not informed. Referring to this,
he said: "It's as if my mistakes
could or should be kept hidden.
Comrades, they mustn't be kept
hidden! Of all the mistakes
made by the Central Committee
I am responsible for those di-
rectly related to me and I have
a share of the responsibility for
those not directly related to me,
because | am its Chairman."

This showed the candidness
and lofty spirit of a proletarian
revolutionary, and was a ire-
mendous inspiration (o the
whole Party. In openly criticiz-
ing and correcting its own
mistakes today, the Party is
bringing forth the radiance of
Mao Zedong Thought in all its
splendour.

Like other things on earth, a
proletarian  party  advances
amidst contradictions, In ex-
posing and resolving contradic-
tions, self-criticism is indispen-
sable and it is the motive force
propelling the Party forward.
Failing to make self-criticism or
listen to the criticisms and de-
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mands of the masses, the Party
will become ossified and its
life will come to an end.

The commentator concluded
by saying that the series of
policy decisions and measures

taken by the Third and Fifith

Plenary Sessions of the 1ith
Party Central Commitiee indi-
cate that the Parly has become
more mature politically and
that this will help quicken the
pace of the [our modernizations.

Qu Qiuhai's Contributions
Affirmed

Recently. Renmin Ribao
carried a signed article affirm-
ing the great contributions to
the Chinese revolution made by
Qu Qiubai (1899-1935), who was
branded as a ‘‘renegade” by
Lin Biao and the gang of four.

One of the leaders of the Chi-
nese Communist Pariy in iis
early period, Qu Qiubai was an
outstanding political activist,
theoreticianand man of letters.

The arlicle noted that Qu
QRiubai commiited mistakes as a
result of his "“Left" putschis{
tendency between the winter of
1927 and the spring of 1928, and
caused setbacks to the revolu-
tion. Before he was executed
by the Kuominlang reaction-
aries in 1935, he wrote in prison
Random Remarks for which he
was branded as a ''renegade.”
These remarks revealed his pes-
simistic sentiments; neverthe-
less, he set death at defiance and
sang the Internationale and
shouted “Long Live Commu-
nism' before he was killed.

The article set forth his con-
tributions to the Chinese rev-
olution from the following four
major aspects:

— He was an outstanding rep-
resentative who, following the

example of Li Dazhao, prop-
agated the significance of the
October Revolution and
Marxism-Leninism in China.
Many of his writings served as
invaluable textbooks helping
progressive  intellectiuals to
understand the Chinese reveolu-
tion during the 20s and 30s.

— He supported the revolu-
tionary united front. After be-
ing elected a member of the
Ceniral Committee ai the Third
National Party Congress in
1923, he was entrusted with the
task of drafiing the Party's
programme in which the revolu-
tionary united front with the
Kuomintang was established.
Together with other comracles.‘
he ensured the implementation
of this correct decision.

— During the First Revolu-
tionary Civil War (1924-27). he
was one of those leaders who
upheld the correct Party line,
and was resolute in the struggle
against Chen Duxiu’s Right op-
portunist line. In 1927 when
the Kuomintang betrayed the
revolution, he took over from
Chen Duxiu the leadership of
the Party Central Commitiee
and presided over the August 7
emergency meeting of the Cen-
tral Committee, which put an
end to the domination of Chen
Duxiu's capitulationist line ingg»
the Party. n‘

— During the years 1931-33.
after he was persecuted by
Wang Ming and expelled from
the Party’s Political Bureau, he
co-operated with Lu Xun in
promoting the revolutionary
cultural movement in Shang-
hai. He wrote and translated
many books totalling more than
one million words, and thus
made a great contribution to
China’s proletarian literature
and art. His theoretical articles
represented the correct orienta-
tion of the literary and art rev-
olution in the 1930s.

Beijing Review, No. 16
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Bright Prospects for
State Farms

In addition te 50,000 collec-
tively owned people’s com-
munes, there are in China’s vast
countryside 2,048 state farms
owned by the whole people and
staffed by 4.8 million workers.
These farms were set up after
liheration in 1949 in the border
areas and hilly regions, or at
the seaside and on marshland

ﬂ'md wasteland. With 4.33 million
hectares of cultivated land. they
are led by the land reclamation
bureaus at the provincial and
autonomous  regional levels
under the Ministry of Land Re-
clamation.

These farms were run at a
loss Irom 1966 to 1978. How-
ever, things began to look up in
1879 when they got a profit of
300 million yuan. The cutput
of such major produels as grain,
cotton. oil and rubber register-
ed record highs. So were the

amount of farm products turn-
ed over to the state and the total
output value of both industrial
and agriculiural production
(state farrns also run industries).

At a recent national con-
ference held in Beijing and at-
tended by directors of the iand
reclamation bureaus, exper-
iences in running state farms in
the past 30 years were suramed
up.

The consensus was: It is es-
sential to run the farms in ac-
cordance with economic laws,
and manage them in the same
way as enterprises.

In the initial stage, a “supply
systern” was adopted in manag-
ing the farms. It was a system
practised in the-liberated areas
during the war years and the
state was responsible for every-
thing, from farm production to
the livelihood of the workers.

In 1953, economic accounting
and a system of business

management similar fo that in
state factories were introduced
on

the farms. Alter

that.

A o T ——

-

A state tarm in Anbui Province bhas locreased ils profils for several
years running. Piclure shews the [arm workers receiving bonoses for
overfulfilmeni of their production plan.
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production: developed very fast.
The number of workers in-
creased from 3,000 in 1949 to
2.38 million in 1965, and the
arable land from 30,000 to 3.15
million hectares. And there
were profits, too.

But in the ten years of
furmoil starting in 1966, the
management system which had
-proved effective was seriously
disrupted and production fell
drastically. The total loss from
1966 to 1976 was 3,500 million
yuan.

Measures have been taken
since 1976 to strengthen the
leadership at various levels and
improve the management over
the state farms, extend the
right of self-management and
improve business accounting,
develop a diversified economy
and strictly implement the prin-
ciple of “to each according to
his work,” with bonuses for the

workers in addition to their
basic wagaes,

These measures have en-
hanced tihe initiative of the

workers and staff, increased
production and lowered Lhe cost
of production.

Modernization March

® Reconstruction of Tangshan,
which was badly hit by a strong
earthquake in July 1976. is now
in full swing.

The city’s rebuilding program-
me covers a total of 14.13 million
square metres of industrial and
public buildings and residential
guarters. After one year's prep-
arations, work went full steam
ahead in the second half of last
year.

Of the' 5.09 million square
metres already completed, hous-
ing accounts for 2.16 million
square meires. and 30.000 fam-
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ilies have moved into their new
quarters. Steel used per square
metre of such housing is on the
average 15 to 25 kitogrammes,
thereby making the buildings
able to withstand an earthquake
of 6.3 magnitude.

Some 100,000 builders from
the army and various parts of
China are helping with the re-
construction work. Help and
guidance have also been offered
by 2,300 specialists and engi-
neers.

The enlire job is scheduled to
be completed by the end of
1982. The new Tangshan will
lock entirely different from
what i1 was before the gquake.
It will consist of three districts,
each 25 kilometres apart and all
are linked by three railways
and several highways.

One district is the political
and cullural centre, with most
of the government offices and
schools located there. Another
is the mining centre which in-
cludes the Kailuan cealfield.
The third is a new industrial
centre to the noirth of the old
city proper; here most of the
light, textile, machine-building
and electronic plants will be

located. Shops, schools and cul-
tural and medical establishments
will be reasonably distributed

all over the city. Trees will he
planted and there will be five
or six square metres of greenery
to each resident.

SOCIAL

Commendation and
Punishment

One day in March, two hool-
igans were caught red-handed
by a policeman while they were
picking the pocket of a passen-
ger on a bus in the city of
Harbin in nertheast China.

The poligeman was Hou Pei-
sheng, a Party member. Before
one of the ruffians knew it, Hou
had him handcuffed. But when
he turned to the other one, Hou
met with resistance. Trying to
get help, Hou said to Jiang Shi-
you, the passenger who was
standing nearby: “Give me a
hand, your pocket was picked.”
But Jiang who was also a Pariy
member and a robust man, was
so chicken-hearted as to keep
himself aloof at this juncture.

Seeing this. the ruffian pulled
out a dagger and assaulted and
injured Hou. Together with
the other passengers, Hou
Peisheng fought the scoundrel

Later, with presence of mind, he
jumped off the bus and reported
the case to a public security de-
partment nearby. The two crim-
inals were arrested and
brought to trial. One was given
a death sentence and the other
a death sentence with a two-
year reprieve.

When the case was reported
in the newspapers, there were
strong repercussions in the city
as well as in other parts of the
country. Many people wrote
letters or sent telegrammes to
express their views. All praised
Hou Peisheng for his dauntless-
ness in discharging his duty,
while Jiang Shiyou was censure
for his cowardice in face ol
danger.

The city Party commitiee and
the people’s government ol Har-
bin recently held a meeting to
commend and reward Hou Pei-
sheng. They called the people
to learn from him. At the same
time, the commission for inspeci-
ing discipline under the city
Party commitlee and the Pariy
organization te which Jiang
Shiyou belonged adopted a de-
cision to expel him from the
Party, for his conduect was un-
worthy of a Communist Party
member,

The emergence of unhealthy
and unsavoury trends in sociely®’
is one of the evil consequences
left over from the {en-year
(1966-76) turmoil., To revive
good social merality and conduct
will take some time and much
effort. 7Today, the abnormal
situation that the good people are
afraid of the wicked still exists
in some places. Local govern-
ments al all levels are making
great efforts to enforce law and
order. The Party has called on
all the people to carry forward
the Party's fine traditions so as

te fester and promote heaithy
trends.

Beijing Review, No. 16
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Soviet Occupation of Afghanistan:
Four Months in Retrospect

E'RE there fo stay,” was
Moscow’s reply to the in-
ternational demand for a Soviet

troop withdrawal f{rom Af-
ghanistan.
The Soviet Union “invited”

its own troops into Afghanistan
and now it is inviting itself to
stay there. This was announced
on April 5 by Pravda, reporting
that the Presidium of the
ﬂBSupreme Soviet of the U.5.5.R.
had ratified a treaty on the
“temporary stay” of Soviet
troops in Afghanistan. This
shows how much Moscow cares
about world opinion and inter-
national justice.

Synonymous With Permanent
Occupation., How temporary is
Itemporary” in modern tsarist
terminology? It means an in-
definite duration, as long as it
wishes, and this definition has

Two months after its invasion
of Czechoslovakia 1in 1968,
Moscow signed a treaty with
the Prague authorities on the
“temporary stay” of Soviet
troops there. Twelve years
later, Soviet troops are still
staying there, without showing
the least inclination to with-
draw. One notes that the treaty
signed with the Kabul authori-
ties varies very liltle in wording
and content from the one Mos-
cow had concluded with the
Prague regime. OQObvicusly, the
Soviet Union means fo stay
there permanently, not tem-
porarily. This should dispel
any misunderstanding some
people may have about the real
purpose of the Soviet Union's
stay in Afghanistan.

“Temporary stay” is meant to
mislead, like "a conditional troop

been proved in history. withdrawal.” Moscow has been
ol R « ¥
/& '
R

Alghan
vehicle and an Afghan government srmy officer.
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saying for a long time that it
would pull its troops out of
Afghanistan if other countries
““jointly guarantee” the ‘‘com-
plete termination™ of *“outside
interference” in Afghanistan.
This, as we gll know, has a
twofold aim., Moscow wants to
mislead world opinion by
creating the impression that it
Is ready for a '‘political settle-
ment” of the Afghan issue and,
at the same time, to occupy
Alghanistan permanently under
the pretext that there was ‘‘oul-
side interference,” but not from
Maoscow. However, even as it
loudly proclaims its desire for
& conditional withdrawal, Mos-
cow is “‘unconditionally” send-

ing more troops into Afl-
ghanistan for a large-scale
spring offensive against the

Afghan patriotic forces. Soviet
ratification of a treaty per-
petuating its  occupation of
Afghanistan shows the Soviet
Union’s determination to hang
on to Afghanistan as its exclu-
sive domain.

Moscow Beset With Difficulties,
The Soviet occupation of Af-
ghanistan is a major move by
Moscow to reach warm waters
and bring its armed forces to
bear on the important oil-pro-
ducing Gulf area, This gravely
worsens the situation in South
Asia and also threatens the se-
curity of Europe, the Far East
and the world as a whole.

Moscow’s Afghan adventure,
however, has also put itself .on
the spot.

e The third world has come
to see Moscow’s true hegemon-

isl nature, Many countries are
worried that Moscow will want
to “'stay temporarily” else-
where.

¢ Soviet occupation of non-
aligned Afghanistan has hurt the
non-alignment meovement. Cuba
and Viet Nam, Soviet proxies
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inside the movement, find ® The United States has been
themselves in 2 very awkward compelled to readjust its policy
position, vis-a-vis the Soviet Union.
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Tcll me what exactly does “lemporary stay¥™” mcecan?

Cartoon by Mei Luo

On a Political Solution

ATIFICATION of a treaty on the "“ternporary stay” of Soviet

troops in Afghanistan kills the hope that a Soviet military
withdrawal wil] be achieved through a political settlement.

Bul don’t for a moment think that Moscow is not interested
in any political settlemnent, Moscow badly wants one, if it means
an international recognition of the Karmal regime and of Af-
ghanistan as a Soviet appendage and of prolonged military oc-
cupalion of that country by the Soviet Union.

The Kremlin and its surrogates are, at the moment, pressing
Pakislan and certain other countries to enter into contact and
establish official relations with that regime in spite of the resolu-
tion of the Islamic foreign ministers’ conierence. They are also

trying to convene a regional conference with the regime
represented.
Once (he Karmal regime is recognized as a "“legilimate

government,” the Soviel military presence in Afghanistan would
become legitimate too, because it is there zt "“the reguest of”
that regime under the provision of a treaty, This would com-
plete the wheole process of an international recognition of the
Soviet armed invasion and occupalion of Afghanisfan.

Of course, this would be contrary o what many well-inten-
tioned people have in mind when they seek a political solution.
It is, therefore, very difficult to reach an agreement. Even so,
Maoscow will still capitalize on the process of seeking a political
selllernent to soften the position of those countries standing op-
posed 1o the Soviet invasion, estrange the United States from its
West European allies, gain time to stamp out the armed resist-
ance of the Afghan people and, tast but not the least, improve
its international image.

To press for a political settlement at present when the nec-
essary conditions do not exist would end in compromises and
concessions, recognizing the falt accompli of the Soviet invasion.
Or even worse, it would play into the hands of the Kremlin,
helping it fo galn time to break up the opposition forces and
pave the way for its next thrust. The result: Greater peril for
the region and the world in general.

Countries which want a just solution to the problem need to
strengthen their vnity and make it more and more 4ifficult for
Moscow to carry on in Afghanistan. When the Soviet invaders
have learnt some very bitter and costly lessons, then and only
then will there be the conditions for a real and effective political
settlement.

— Xinhug Commentator

19

Although some people have
been frightened into waniing
to make compromises with the
Soviet Union, which it may
exploit, a growing number of
pecple in the United Siates
and the West want firm
measures taken to deal with
Moscow’s aggression and expan-
sion.

e To have 80,000 troops iied
down in Afghanistan cannot but
affect the Soviet Union do-
mestically and in its foreign
relations. Impairment of its
economtic  relations  with  the
West will to some degree hold
up its economic development.

e Members of the Soviet bloc [ )
are worrying that the Soviet
Union may now be more inclined
to use military force to deal with
them. New splits have emerged
in the ranks of the Euro-
Communists,

» The Afghan event has pro-
moted the tendency towards
unity among various forces in
the world. The contradictions
between the West and the third
world have eased up to some
extent; the Arab countries and
the West Eurcpean countries
are drawing closer; the Gulf
and the Islamic countries are
making efforts to reach a com-
mon understanding regarding
the Soviet Union and co-ordinate
their eounter-measures.

What has happened in the
world since the Soviet invasion
of Afghanistan has not all been
favourable to the Soviet Union,
something which Moscow had
not anticipated. But Moscow
will not willingly pull its troops
out of Afghanistan. It will go
ahead with its original plans
and proof of this is the signing
of the recent *Soviet-Afghan
treaty.” A Soviet pull-out would
mean admitting its invasion,
and also the collapse of the
Kabul puppet regime shored up
by Soviet arms. This would stop
Moscow from using Afghanistan
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a& a springboard to thrust
further south and would hurt its
overall strategy, Nothing could
be more erroneous than Lo
underestimate what lies behind
the Soviet Union's invasion of
Afghanistan and its plans to
occupy that country militarily
for an indefinite period.

The sitvalion today is that
Soviet troops want to stay on

U.S.-lranian Relations

in Afghanistan, bur the Afghan
people are fighting to drive
them out. Thus countries
upholding international justice
need to give political, moral
and material support to the
Afghan people and sc frusirate

lhe schemes ol the Soviet
invaders.
— "Beijing Review” news

analyst Yu Pang

A Peaceful Settlement Is Best

N April 7, U.S. President

Jimmy Carter announced
that the United States was
breaking diplomatic relations
with Iran and applying official
economic sanctions againsi Iran.
He also said that if these meas-
ures failed to secure the release
of the American hostages, “‘olther
actions may be necessary.” The
next day, Teheran Radio broad-
cast a communique of the
Iranian Revolutionary Council
which said, “The Iranian nation
should know that the present
conditions are extraordinary and
should be prepared for sacifice
and action.” Iranian President
Abolhassan Banisadr also ex-
pressed “determination fo re-
sist,” This worsening of U.S.-
Iranian relations has caused
deep concern among various
countries in the world.

Since last November 4, when
Moslem students bccupied the
1U1.5. Embassy in Iran and took
the American diplomats as
hostages, the United States and
Iran had all along tfried to fing
a way to settle the dispute in
spite of all the twists and turns.
Meanwhile, {he United Nations
as well as a number of countries
and organizations had done a lot
of work to bring about an under-
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standing belween the United
States and Iran. Now the
situation has changed. When
[ranian leaders refused to take
over the hostages from the
students, the United States de-
cided to break off diplomatic
relations. This American ac-
tion has caused strong reaction

in Iran. If this state of affairs
intensifies, U.S.-Iranian rela-
tions will worsen. This, ob-

vipusly, would not be in the in-
terests of either the United
States or Iran.

It is necessary to be vigilant

the Soviet Union is quite
pleased by the unfortunate sit-
uation and is setting its prop-
aganda machinery into motion
in an all-out efforl io widen the
U.S.-Iranian split for its own
purposes. People are well aware

as

Saudi Arabia

that since the Soviet invasion
of Afghanistan, the situation in
West Asia and the Gulf region
has been thrown into gdreater
turmoil. Iranjan leaders have
more than once slressed that
Iran is being menaced [rom the
north. In view of this harsh
reality, all countries concerned
should take ihe region’s stability
and security into full considera-
tion ang correctly solve their
mutval contradictions and dis-
puites so as not to pravide ap-
portunities for the Soviet hege-
monists 1o exploii.

It is noteworthy that [ranian
Foreign Minister Sadegh Ghot-
bzadeh on April 9 called on the
United States to resume nego-
tiations for a proper settlement
to the hostages question. He
told American journalists that
“a seltlement cannot be found
except by negotiation.” Presi-
dent Carter in his speech on
April 10 also talked about being
“careful and considered” when
he discussed the hostages ques-
tion. We hope that the United
States and Iran, setling store by
the interests of peace and se-
curily in the Gulf region, will
acl with restraint to prevent the
situation from worsening and
settle their differences salis-
factorily through peaceful con-
sultations.

— “Renmin Ribao” Com-
mentary (April  13)

New Trends

HE Gulf area with Saudi

Arabia at the centre has
become a sensitive area walched
anxiously by people every-
where. Washington and Mos-
cow are actively manoeuvring
politically and militarily in the
Middie East for the tussle over

Gulf oil in the 1980s. Along
with this, conspicuous trends
have emerged in Saudi Arabia’s
domestic and foreign policies.

Diplomatically, the countiry
has adopled a flexible policy of
uniting with the Islamic coun-

11



tries in countering hegemonism.,
Since January it has been en-
gaged in active diplomatic ac-
tivities, improving relations

with Turkey, the People’s Dem- *

ocratic  Republic of Yemen
and the Yemen Arab Republic.
It is reported that Saudl Arabia
has promised Turkey a loan of
500 million U.S. dollars and
the supply of 8 million tons of
oil at a preferential rate. Saudj
Arabia had suspended military
and economic aid to the Yemen
Arab Republic in December,
which led to strained relations
for a time between the two
countries. But in early March
it resumed the aid and helped
the republic cover iis budgetary
deficit of 300 milion U.5. dol-
lars. Saudi Arabia also entered
inlo an agreement with Cthe
United Slates to pay for the
shipments of U.5. military hard-
ware 10 North Yemen. At the
same time, the Saudis are
moving posilively 1o ease ifs
strained relations with Soutlh
Yemen. This led lo Foreign
Minister of South Yemen Salem
Saleh Mchammad's 3-day visit
to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
not long ago and both sides
expressed  determination  to
strengthen and develop bilat-
eral relations.

Moreover, Saudi Arabia has
initiated a three-point prog-
ramme to maintain stability in
the Middle East: Gulf states
should arm to defend them-
selves, all powers should keep
oul of the area, and the Pales-
tine problem should be resolved.

Saudi Arabia has made clear
its position towards Soviet
meddling in the Gulf area and
the Soviet invasion of Afghan-
istan. Its first Vice-Foreign
Minister Abdul Rahman Man-
sourt pointed out that the
invasion was only a step in a
long-term plan to control the
Arabian Peninsula and its oil.
Crown Prince Fahd Jon Abdul

12

Aziz also noted that up to now
Moscow’s ambitions in this
region have been cleariy proved.
At the extraordinary session of
the Islamic foreign ministers’
conference held in Pakistan ear-
lier this year, Foreign Minister
Prince Saud Ibn Faisal proposed
a ten-point motion including the
condemnation of the Soviet
Union by name and the imme-
diate and unconditional with-
drawal of Soviet troops from

Afghanistan. It also put forward .

two suggestions: mobilization of
all resources of the Islamic
countries, the oil weapon in-
cluded, 1o apply sanclions
against Moscow and other na-
tions supporting its invasion of
Afghanistan, and strengthening
the joint defence capabilities of
the Islamic countries lo deal

-with Soviet expansion.

Domestically, the royal family
of Saudi Arabia puts removing
social unrest high on the apgen-
da. To this end, reforms are
promised. According to a report
by the French paper le Figaro,
Crown Prince Fahd said that his
country would issue a funda-
mental law of the government
and set up a consuliative com-
mittee to help the government.
As it pushes vigorously ahead to
improve its defence capability,
the Saudi Government has con-
tracted for sophisticated weap-
ons from the United States and
France.

Behind the Moves

These developments in Saudi
Arabia have their background.
With the worsening of the world
energy crisis, the Soviet Union
has been busy using its dual
tactics of military encirclement
and diplomatic cajolery in the
Gulf area. Since its invasion of
Afghanistan, it has stepped up
its expansion into the hinter-
land of the Gulf area, enlarged

its naval apnd air bases at the
tips of the Gulf and on both
flanks of the Red Sea and sent
in more military personnel,
Soviet amphibious reconnais-
sance planes have been keeping
close watch on the Gulf arez
and the Arabian Peninsula
coast. Ground-to-ground missiles
with nuclear warheads have
been installed by Moscow near
Saudi Arabia. In addition, the
Soviet Union has been carrying
out subversive activities in
that Gulf country by fosfering
pro-Soviet forces, dispaiching
spies and smuggling armed
agents. Saudi Arabia is report-
ed to have inlercepted ships
trying to smuggle light weapons
and explosives into the country
and other Gulf states. Arms in
a dump recently discovered in
ihe desert near the Red Sea
have been identified as being
made in the Soviet Union and
some other nations.

Along with its armed threat,
Moscow has alsc gone smilingly
to Saudi Arabia, offering to
eslablish diplomatic relations,
buy Saudi oil and open a bank
in Jeddah.

The reason why Moscow has
devoled so much efforts {o the
Gulf area is that it is the biggest
supplier of energy to the in-
dustrial nations of the West.
Saudi Arabia stands strategi-
cally at the hub of an important
sea lane, with the Red Sea to the
west and the Persian Guif to the
east. In Moscow'’s view, domi-
nation of the country would
have Weslern Europe by ihe
throat and the whole Gul{ area
in its pocket.

Under these circumstances,
the new trends which bhave
appeared in Saudi Arabian

policies are bound to make
themselves felt in the Gulf area,
the Middie East and the world.

— An Guozhang
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South Africa’s Aggression Against
Zambia Condemned

AT the U.N. Security Council
meeting on April 11, Chen
Chu, the Chinese Permanent
Representative to the United
Nations, strongly condemned
South Africa for its armed in-
vasion of Zambia, demanding
that it cease the aggression and
withdraw all its troops,

A resolution adopled that
day by the Council demands
that “South Africa withdraw
forthwith all its military forces
from the territory of the Re-
public of Zambia, cease all
violations of Zambia’s airspace,
and, henceforth, scrupulously
respect the sovereignty and ter-
ritorial integrity of the Republic
ol Zambia.”

Since the beginning of this
year, the South African racist
authorities have been dis-
patching troops to harrass and
invade Zambia from the ter-
ritory of Namibia they have il-
legaiiy occupied; they have sent

great losses in lives and prop-
erty to Zambia.

Chen Chu pointed out in his
speech at the Council that
although Zimbabwe’s independ-
ence had dealt a heavy blow at
the South African racist forces,
the South African authorities
are not reconciled to their
defeat. They are attempling to
maintain their illegal oceupa-
tion of Namibia and their
colonial rule over it.

Chen Chu said, “The Chinese
Government and people firmly
support the Zambian Govern-
ment and people in their jusi
struggle to safeguard naticnal
independence, state sovereignty
and territorial integrity, sup-
port their just position of as-
sisling the struggle of the
people in southern Africa and
support all the necessary
measures the Zambian Govern-
menl and people have taken to
counler the armed aggression of

Planes to intrude into Zambia's the South  African racist
airspace. All this has caused authorities.”
Clashes in Chad

RMED clashes broke out in  diplomatic personnel have

N'Djamena, capital of evacuated the capital. The

Chad, on the morning of March
22. Despite several attempts to
mediate a ceasefire agreement,
the fighting continued, re-
sulting in more than 1,000
deaths. Over one hundred
thousand N’Djamena residents
have fled to north Cameroon
and all the diplomatic corps
and foreign nationals except
the French trcops and a few
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neutrai Congolese troops, who
were supervising the ceasefire
according to a decision made at
the summif conference of the
Organization of African Unity
last year, have returned to their
country because they could not
stop the clashes.

The conflict has a long history.
The two warring faciions, one
headed by Minister of State for

REPORTS & COMMENTS

National Defence Habre and
the other by President of the
Transitional Governmeni Gou-
kouni, were parl of lhe National
Liberation Fronl of Chad; they
led a guerrilla war against the
Tombalbaye government in the
1960s in the northern parlt of
the country. They split in 1973
when Libyan troops occupiegd
the disputed Aoczou strip in
north Chad. Habre opposed the
invasion and led his supporters
to the Biltine area in the east
where they continued their re-
sistance in lhe name of the
Northern Armed Forces. Gou-
kouni who supported the Libyan
aclion became the leader of the
National Liberation Front.

After peace negotiations failed
in 1978 belween President Mal-
loum and Goukouni, a reconci-
hiation accord was reached be-
fween Malloum and Habre. A
fundamental charier was sign-
ed and a National United Gov-
ernment founded with Habre as
the Prime Minister. But then
in February 1979, 2 large-scale
armed conflict erupied in the
capital between President Mal-
loum and Prime Minister Habre,
Habre's Northern Armed Forces
defeated the Chadian military
police supporting Malloum but
were soon threatened by the
southward moving troops of the
Nationa) Liberation Front under
the leadership of Goukouni.
The first National Reconciliation
Conference of Chad was conven-
ed to deal with the crisis and it
was decided that Malloum and
Habre would both resign. In
April last year, the four war-
ring factions who had taken
part in the conference founded
the National Unity Transitional
Government.

Problems continued, however.
Last August another ceasefire
was agreed upon at the 4th
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Nationial Reconciliation Con-
ference on Chad heid in Lagos,
capital of Nigeria. Urged by
the Organization of African
Unity and some neighbouring
countries, the conference was
attended by 11 factions which
signed an accord on national
reconciliation and agreed to
evacuate their troops from the
capital and found a new pgov-
ernment.

But the Lagos accord did not
end the l4-year-old civil war.
The actual negotiations leading
to the establishment of the new
government last November were
quite difficult and failed to
solve many of the problams.
Government decisions had no
binding force on any factions.
According to the Lagos accord,
a national unity army was to be
established after troops of
the various factions had been
withdrawn from the capital and
disbanded. But rather than
withdrawing their forces as re-

quired, the warring f{actions
continued to recruit soldiers
clandeslinely, augment their

arms, seek external support and
improve their position in the
factional struggle.

Foreign publicalions have
noted the role of outside forces
in the Chad struggle. Young
Africa candidly remarked that
the Libyan-French conflict in
Africa was tangibly exposed in
Chad. Each has become involv-
ed under the pretext that the
other was involved. Foreign
news agencies reported that the
Joint Action Front, composed of
four factions in the government,
had accused Habre of obtaining
open French support. Mean-
the Northern Armed
Forces accused the Front of be-
ing pro-Libyan.

while,

The Orgznization of Alrican
Unity and leaders of some Afri-
can couniries have made great

14

Chinese Scientists Visit the Antarctic Pole

At the invitation of the Australian Government, Dong
Zhaoqian, cceano-physicist of the Second Research Institute
of Oceanography of the National Bureau of Cceanography,
and Zhang Qingsong, geologist and geomorphologist of the
Research Instiiute of Geography of the Chinese Academy
of Sciences, paid a visit {o the Australian Casey Station in
the Antarctic Pole for more than 40 days starting January

11 this year.

Dr, Knowles Kerry, Secretary io Dlrector of the Amstralian
Antarciic I"ole Division, ¢xamine a Casey rock. Lower: Dong
Zhaoqgian walches penguins.

efforts to peacefully resolve the
Chad issue. DBut as more and
more factions become invelved
in the conflict. it is difficult to

predict whether such efforts can
check the external intervention
and bring an end to the civil
war. — Dan Lin
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The Cuban Refugee Problem

HE.sudden influx of some

10,000 Cubans seeking po-
litical asylum at the Peruvian
Embassy in Havana early this
month has drawn attention io
the fact that more and rmore
people in Cuba have become
disenchanted with the Casiro
regime and are dissatisfied with
life in their homeland.

The Cuban exodus is not
something out of the blue.
In the past many Cubans have

" slipped out of the couniry by

various means to start a new
life in foreign lands. In recent
months, quite a number of
thern have gone fo the Peruvian
and Venezuelan Embassies in
Havana for political refuge.

Why the Dissatisfaction? In the
past 20 years the Cuban
economy has shown a very
sluggish and lopsided pgrowth.
Alter Cuba’s liberation in 1859,
the Castro regime did nol
develop a diversified economy
bul concentrated on a single-
crop economy of sugar cane, In
1959, sugar accounted f{or 74 per
cent of Cuba's foreign exchange
earnings bui today it accounis
for 85 per cent. Despite 20
years of concentrated effori by
the Cuban Government to de-
velop this single crop, cane-
culling today is still not
mechanized. Consecutive years
of bad harvests of sugar cane
and t(obaceo, another chief
source of the country's foreign
exchange, have left their mark
on the economy.

Last wear. both sugar cane
and tobacce were plagued by
diseases and the 1980 target of
8.5 million tons of sugar cane
had to be sliced back to 7.5
million tons. Last November, 48
per cent of Cuba's young
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tobacco crop was hit by disease
so that many factories were
forced to cut down production
of the famous Havana cigars
for lack of tobacco and the
authorities had to take the
temporary measure of “reducing
the work force.”

These economic setbacks have
made life for the people very
difficult, and this has led to
growing social disorder. With
serious shortapges of food and
consumer products in daily use,
the black market is booming
and the crime rate soaring.
Despite infusions of 9 miilion
dollars daily by the Soviet
Union, the Cuban economy
shows no signs of picking up.

The people were reduced to
a ration of two pounds of cof-
[ee, one-and-a-half ounces of
cooking oil and a bar of scap a
month.  As if the people's
livelihood were not difficult
encugh, the Cuban economy has
to bear the burden of supplying
its expeditionary forces — 36,000
lroops in Angola and 12,000
troops in Ethiopia.

Bleak Prospects, Cuba relies
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is busy with its invasion of Af-
ghanistan and this is a source
of worry for Cuba, for obviously
the Soviet Union will have to
divert more material and re-
sources to its aggressive ven-
tures, and this may affect its
ability to live up to its other
commitments including that of
financing Cuba. However, as
Cuba is fully dependent on
Moscow, it cannot but faith-
fully carry out its orders.
Cuba is committed to sending its
youth as cannon-fodder to serve
Soviet aggression and expansion
in Africa.

No matter how the Castro
regime tries to patch things up
—such as the recenl big
government reshuffle and
Castro’s pleas and exhortations
to the Cuban people to tighten
their belts and continue to
make more sacrifices for
another 20 years — there seems
little prospect of a better life
for the peocple,

In fact, Castro’s words are
falling on deai ears and the
people are beginning to show
their dissatisfaclion in a number

of ways. Not long ago, big
slogans proclaiming, “We don't
want Castro!” and “We wanl

on the Soviel
Union for nearly
all its oil and

some 60,000 tons
of wheat annual-
ly. Soviet finane-
ed projects pro-
vide 30 per cent
of the country's
electric power.
95 per cent of
its steel, and all
its steel plates.
Today, when
Cuba badly needs

il

more Soviet aid,
the Soviet Union

Paveriy: "Don’l worry, L'l always be wilth you."”

Cartoon by Fang Cheng
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food!" appeared in Havana,
Casiro’s seat of power for 20
years. This and the recent big
influx ef Cuban refugees to the
Peruvian Embassy are definite
signs that the people are sick
and tired of life under the
Castro regime.

— "“Beijing Review"” news

analyst Yong Bianyi

G.D.R.’s Economic
Dependence on
Moscow Grows

HE ten-year-cld compre-

hensive economic integra-
tion programme which the So-
viet Union foisted on member
nations of the Council for Mu-
tual Econormic Assistance
{C.M.E.A) has harmed the
economy ol the German Demo-
cratic Republic.

The policy calls for “co-
ordination™ of annual, five-year
and long-term plans of the
countries within the Soviet
bloc. In the case of East Ger-
many, it has signed over 100
agreements pledging co-opera-
tion with the Soviet Union in
specialized fields of science and
technology and  production.
‘'Co-ordination,” which began
mainly with foreign trade at the
beginning of the 70s, has now
been extended to encompass al-
most  all economic activities,
and, in science and technology,
the exchange of patent rights
and technological data has given
way to joint research. Some 80
per cent of the G.D.R.'s scien-
tific and technological develop-
ment projects being carried out
are within the framework of
“co-operation” with the Soviet
Union.

I

Heavier Economic Burden

This integration or ‘*co-
ordination” has made the East
German economy increasingly
dependent on the Soviet Union.
Although East Germany pays
less than world market prices
for Soviet fuel and raw ma-
terials, Soviet monopoly of vital
supplies all too often puts the
country on the spot. For in-
stance, as a result of Moscow's
unilateral change of the
C.M.E.A. principle of pricing in
1975, East Germany had to ex-
port in 1979 three times as much
machinery as in 1870 for the
same amount of Soviet pe-
troleum. This made the coun-
Iry sustain trade deficits with
the Soviet Union from year to
vear, which reached 7,700 mil-
iien convertible marks in the
aggregate in 1978, about 40
per cent of the total value of its
exports to the Soviet Union for
the same year. This, of course,
has imposed heavy economic
burdens on the G.D.R.

The balance in the exchange
ol machines and equipment be-
tween the two countries has tilt-
ed increasingly in favour of the
Soviet Union. According to the
relevant statistics released by
Moscow, Soviet exports to East
Germany went up 23 times be-
tween 1560 and 1977, while the
reverse flow increased only 3.8
times. The average annual
growth rate of the volume of
bilateral trade from 1875 to
1978 was 8.8 per cent, compared
with an average yearly increase
of 14 per cent in the Soviet ex-
port of machines and equipment
to the G.D.R.

The share of these goods in
East Germany's total imports
from the Soviet Union has
grown from less than 5 per cent
ten years agoe to the present 30
per cent or more. Meanwhile,

such goods averaged 28 per cent
of the total East German ex-
ports to the Soviet Union be-
tween 1960 and 1970, but drop-
ped to 18 per cent in 1978,

The Soviet exports to East
Germany, it must be noted,
generally consume more fuel
and are lower in technological
standards than those available
on the world market. They fall
short of Easl German expecta-
tions,

Industrial Structure Affected

Furthermore,  specialization
in production, an important
element in Moscow’s policy of
economic integration, also has
had an adverse effect on the
structure of East German indus-
try. Of the total machines and
equipment exported tc the So-
viet Union in 1975, 18.3 per cent
were items designaled wiihin
the C.M.E.A. as G.D.R. speciali-
ties. This shot up to 46 per cent
in 1977.

The corresponding figures for
Soviel specialities exported to
the G.D.R. were 13.1 per cent in
1975 and 24 per cent in 1977,

Some  economists  already
have expressed the fear that
such specialization would hand-
icap the innovative capacity of
the East German machine-build-
ing industry to meet the market
requirements. One authorita-
tive economist wrote in the East
German magazine Economics
last year: “A country like the
G.D.R. cannot afford to have the
machine-building industry built
on {wo different structures: one
to meet the specialized needs of
the C.M.E.A. and the other to
pay for the raw materials, food,
and certain technology and
equipment” {rom other areas.

— Xin Ping
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Fulfilment of 1979 National

Economic Plan

LR e s e e s e o

NTRUSTED by the State Council, Li Ren-

jun, Vice-Minister in charge of ihe State
Planning Commission, reported to the recent
i4th Session of the Standing Commiitee of the
Fifth Mational People’s Congress on the imple-
mentation of the 1978 national economic plan.
The highlights of his report follow:

»

Economic work in 1979 advanced in line
with the Party Ceniral Committee's policy of
readjusiment, restructure, consolidation and
improvement. Major targets of Lhe 1879 na-
tional econcmic plan were well or fairly well
achieved.

China’s industrial and agricultural outpul.

value in 1979 totalled 617.400 million yuan, an
inerease of 8.2 per cent over 1978. This {ulfilled
the plan by 101.5 per cent. The national income
last year reached 337,000 million yuan, an in-
crease of 7 per cent over the year before accord-
ing to comparable prices.

The average wage for Chinese workers and
staff increased from 644 yuan in 1978 to 704
yuan last year.

Agriculture. Total oulput value of agriculture
,hand targets for grain and oil-bearing crops
were all overfulfilled. The peasants’ income
increased by a wide margin, Last year, the
state spent about 10,800 million yuan for raising
the purchasing prices of farm and sideline prod-
ucts, and the margin of this price raising was the
biggest since the founding of New China in
1949. This rneant a major step in the readjust-
ment of the national income and state financial
distribution as well as in the readjusiment of
industry-agriculture relations.

The total ouiput value of agriculiure reach-
ed 158,300 million yuan, fulfilling the plan by
104.1 per cent and representing an increase of
7.3 per cent over the previcus year. Preliminary
statistics last year showed that every peasant
got an average of 84 yuan from the collectives
as against 74 yuan in 1878,
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The figures are:

Output Increase Over 1978
Gralin 324.9 million tons 15.1 million tons
Qil-bearin .
crope € 6.43 million tons  1.22 million tons
Caoiton 2,207,000 tons 40,000 tons
Pigs (state 130 million head 20 miilion head
purchases)

Industry. Industrial production in 1979 was
8.5 per cent higher than the year before, ex-
ceeding the planned target of 8 per cent. Light
industrial produclion increased by 2.6 per cent,
and heavy industrial production 7.7 per cent.
All production quotas for industrial goods for
daily use were overfullilled. New advances
were made by heavy industry in better serving
agriculture and light industry and in producing
durable consumer goods needed by the society.

Quality of many goods was improved, varie-
lies increased and consumption of fuel, power
and raw material lowered. For example, steel
output ameunted to 34.48 million tons, 2.7 mil-
lion tons more than 1978, But rolled steel
registered an increase of 2.89 millien tons, while
production of those special types of rolled steel
badly needed by the stale increased by 17 per
cent. Production of coal, oil and hydropower
increased by 3 per cent as compared with 1978.

Capital Construction. The number of projects
was curtailed but higher efficiency was achiev-
ed last year. The state stopped or slackened
the pace of construction of some 300 big and
medium-sized projects which were either not so
badly needed or lacked the conditions to starct
building, so that more funds and material could
be spared for the key or urgently needed proj-
ects. Last year 128 big and medium-sized proj-
ects and 340 individual projects were completed
and put into operation. New housing completed
in cities and towns and industrial and mining
areas covered a total floor space of 62 million
square metres. This figure is the highest in
New China’s history and marks an increase of
66 per cent over 1978.
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Commerce. Last year witnessed a brisk mar-
ket and prosperity in both purchasing and
marketing.

19719 Lncrease Over 1978
Total purchases 58,700 million 4.5 per cent {ex-
of farm and yuan cluding the in-
sideline prod- crease from
ucts raising purchas-
ing -prices)
Total purchases 138900 million 10 per cent
of industrial yuan
goods
Total retail 175,250 million 14.7 per cent

sales yuan

Tatal volume of
goods in ware-
houses by the
end of the year

11.6 per cent

Foreign Trade. The total volume of exports
reached 21,200 million yuan, an increase of 26
per cent; and the total volume of imports reach-
ed 24,300 million yuan, 30 per cent more than
the previous year. Some 140 contracts on me-
dium and small compensatery trade, and more
than 2,000 contracts on processing materials
provided by overseas customers, processing in
accordance with their designs, and other pro-
cessing jobs and on assembling were signed
by the end of 1979,

The work of reforming the structure of
economic management was started last year.

Work in science, educalion, culiure, public
health, sports and physical cuiture all made
progress in 1979,

More than 8 million urban citizens were
given jobs in either state-owned or collectively
owned enterprises. Altogether the state spent
around 6,000 million yuan on providing more
jobs, raising the wages of 40 per cent of work-
ers and staff, readjusting the wage scale in cer-
lain areas, and on bonuses.

Li Renjun said that the results mentioned
above showed that much work had been done
in readjusting the national economy last year.
However, one could not expect Lo solve within
one year all the problems leflt over by the ten-
year tumull between 1966 and 1976. The work
of readjustment had only gotten a good start.
He ciled the problems which still exist.

First of all, there is the very uneven devel-
opment in agriculture. Although the light and
texiile industries have made some progress, they
still lag far behind the needs of the people. The
tasks are quite arduous in economizing on
energy resources, organizing transport in a ra-
tional way, stepping up the technical renova-
tion of railways and ports, and reorganizing in-
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dustrial production as a whole. Besides, still
too many projects in capital constructiion are
going on.

Although raising prices and handing out
bonuses are correct and necessary, something
like wilfully raising the prices or doing it in a
concealed way occurred because we did not put
all prices under sirict conirol and did not do
enough checking’ Some places and units hand-
ed out too many bonuses and effective meas-
ures to salvage the situation was not taken
promptly. We must devote more energy to
checking prices and stop handing out bonuses
wilfully.

There are still a section of people whose
living standard has not been much improved.
The peasants’ life is still hard in areas struck
by natural disasters or with retarded economic
development for a long time. As for scientists, "
research workers, professors, teachers, doctors,
nurses and those working in government
offices, who get very little or no bonuses, their
incomes have not increased much if atl all. The
real income of some is even lower than before.
Since the country is still hard up financially,
we can solve lhese problems only when pro-
duction grows.

It is beyond the stale’s financial and ma-
terial power to solve overnight all the problems
left over for years, such as housing. public
utilities, environmental protection and the
faster development of education, cultural under-
takings and public health work.

Li said that the country will adopt resclute
and effective measures to solve these problems
step by step.

Targets for 1980. As to China’s 1980 economic ..
plan, the Vice-Minister announced that the gross(
output value of industry and agricullure in 1980
is scheduled to increase by 3.5 per cent over
the estimated total for 1979. The breakdown
is 3.8 per cent increase for agriculture and 6 per
cent increase for industry. He also reported on
ten major measures to be adopted in the im-
plementation of the 1980 plan.
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Marxism Should Not Be Confused

With Revisionism

by “Renmin Ribao” Special Commentator

T L L T T T TR P T I L LT L LT

THE rehabilitation of Comrade Liu Shaogi, a
great Marxist, by the Fifth Plenary
Session of the 11th Party Central Committee is
a demonstration of the mettle of the Chi-
nese Communist Party which, adhering to the
principle of materialism, has boldly and deter-
minedly rectified its own mistake.

The lesson from the case of Liu Shaogi, who
suffered great wrongs, involves a series of major
" oroblems in the political life of the Party and
state and merits a serious review [rom various
aspects. One main point in this case was the
wanton repudiation of Marxism as revisionism.
This has produced a very streng adverse effect:
there are to this day quiie a number of people
who consider that our Party has swung to the
Right and gone revisionist because of what it
has done in recent years — setting things to
rights with a view to returning to the Marxist
line and Marxist policies. Redressing the wrongs
in the case of Liu Shaoqi will help clarify this
matter, reverse the topsy-turvy situation in
which right and wrong have been confounded
and really draw a line of demarcation between
Marxism and revisionism.

Dismissing Marxism as Revisionism

m  Khrushchov’s total repudiation of Stalin at
- “he 20th Congress of the Soviet Party in 1956
caused utter confusion in the international com-
munist movement. Qur Party and Comrade
Mao Zedong thus brought up the issue of pre-
venting and c¢ombating revisionism. The
Cultural Revolution, as noted by Comrade Ye
Jianying whenr: he summed up the lessons there-
from, was launched with the aim of preventing
and combating revisionism, but then no accurate,
scientific definition was given to revisionism.
Some influential polemies published before it
had given an inaccurate representation of the
characteristics and root cause of revisionism; in
these articles the Marxist viewpoint that a pro-
letarian party should devote itself to the devel-
apment of the social productive forees after the
seizure of power was mistaken {or revisionism,
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and on the eve of the Cultural Revclution, this
erronecus concept, coupled with lthe wrong as-
sessment of the situation in class struggle, bad
developed io an unrealistic estimaiion of the
danger of revisionism within the Party. And
bigger still was the folly to regard Comrade Liu
Shaoqi who was a great Marxist as the exponent
of revisionism inside the Party and the leading
cadres at all levels who were carrying out the
correct line of the Party Ceniral Committee as
the main target of attack. Exploiting this very
error, Lin Biac and the gang of four pushed an
anti-Marxist, ultra-Left line and wantonly crit-
icized the so-called “Liu Shaoqi’s counter-rev-
olutionary revisionist line”; they implicated
cadres at all levels throughecut the Party and
made the whole population suffer. This culminat-
ed in confounding Marxism with revisionism.

What after all was “Liu Shaogi’s counter-
revolutionary line” supposed to consist of?
First, the so-called “theory of the dying
out of class struggle” and the “theory of the
unique importance of the productive forces,”
which were said to have fermed the “theoretical
basis” af the line. These mainly refer 1o the
statements made by Comrade Liu Shaoni after
the basic completion of the sccialist transforma-
tion of the ewnership of the means of protuc-
lion and a passage in the 1956 Resolution of the
Eighth National Congress of the Chinese Com-
munist Party on the Political Report of the Cen-
tral Committee, In these statements Comrade Liu
Shaogi said: “The landlord class has been
eliminated and the bourgeoisie too has in Lhe
main been eliminated”; “the main class struggle
at home has been basically concluded™; “in our
country, the guestion of who is to win out, so-
cialism or capitalism, is now solved”; “the most
important task of the state from now on is 1o
organize social life”; “the main task of the Party
is to develop the productive forces as quickly
as possible”. _ . . The resolution reads in part:
"The major contradiction in our country is
already that between the people’s demand for
the huilding of an advanced industrial country
and the realities of a backward agricultural
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country. between the people’s need for rapid
economic and cultural development and the
inability of our present economy and culture to
meet that need.”” “The chief task now facing
the Party and peeple is to concentrate all efforts
on resolving this contradiction and transforming
China as quickly as possible from a backward
agricultural country inte an advanced industrial
one."

Whether viewed at lhat time or now, these
important standpoints are correct and Marxist.
Moreover, here it must be pointed out emphati-
cally that they certainly did not just represent
Liu Shaoqi’s personal views. They were a new
summation made by our Party in the light of
changing conditions, in regard to the domestic
class situation after the basic completion of the
socialist transformation of the ownership of the
means of production, the major contradiction
in society and the current focus of work of the
Party; they were a scientific, Marxist conclu-
sion conforming with reality and capable of
standing the test of history. They were the
very ideas which Comrade Mao Zedong express-
ed in 1857 in On the Correct Handling of Con-
tradictions Among the People and his other
talks given in Shandong, Shanghai and Nanjing
in late March of the same year. In fact, they
consiituted the essence of the Jine of the Party’s
Eighth National Congress and were a theoretical
elaboration of the line.

But Lin Biao and the gang of four at the
injtial stage of the Cultural Revolution actually
vilified these essential points of the line of the
Party’s Eighth National Congress and dismissed
them, together with the correct viewpoints both
Mao Zedong and Liu Shaoqi had expressed at
that time, as manifestations of the revisionist
theories “of the dying out of class struggle”
and “of the unique importance of the productive
forces”; they went so far as to accuse our Party
of being “a party for production.” According
to their idea, at all times and under all circum-
stances, “the central task of the Communist
Party is just to carry out class struggle.” As
they saw it, talk about “organizing social life”
and “developing the productive forces” was
nothing but the same stuff hawked by the old-
time revisionists, What they had in mind was to
negate the line of the Party’s Eighth Nationa}
Congress and its theoretical basis and replace
it with an anti-Marxist line of their own based
on their theory of “all-round dictatorship”
centring on perpetual class struggle.

Based on this “theory,” the manifestation in
economic construction of the so-called “counter-

20

revolutionary line” which they imputed to Liu
Shaogi was said to be his “opposition to giving
prominence to proletarian politics” and his
activities “to restore capitalism.” The “grounds”
for these accusations were thai Liu Shaogi was
opposed to “managing the economy by admini-
stralive means” and advocated “managing the
economy by economic means'; that he stood for
“rural trade fairs” and for “each unit taking
responsibility for its own profits and losses™ ;
thai he was also opposed to mass movements,
advocated “relying on [actory directors, en-
gineers and technicians” and had worked out
a complete set of regulations and rules designed
to "“impose throttling restrictions on the people.”
As is well known, all these things opposed or
advocated by Liu Shaoqi were not his personal
ideas and opinions: they represented the correct
principles and methods for economic construc-
tion and management derived by our Parly”
from practical experience.

But Lin Biao and the gang of [our
slanderously called these correct principles
and methods “revisionist.” Professing to eriticize
revisionism, they Fflally denied the achieve-
ments in the work of economic readjust-
ment made between 1962 and 1985, which,
they alleged, only set in motion “a wind
of dismounting” [i.e., discontinuing many con-
struction projects] and ‘“'a resloration of capital-
ism.” They discredited the series of policies and
methods aimed at readjusting and developing
indusiry and agriculture and criticized the cosl
accounfing system and the principle “to each
according io his work.” This made a mess of
things in the countryside as well as in industrial
and commercial enterprises, It paralysed the
naticnal economy as a whole and brought
it Lo the brink of collapse. In this matier, they
passed off their *giving prominence i{o prole
tarian politics” as Marxism as if this alone
would take care of our economic construction,
as if this alone made it all right to disregard
objective economic laws completely. This was
tantamount to saying that only man's will counts
in economic eceonstruction. It must be pointed
out that when Marxists advocate running an
economy by economic means and carrying out
economic construction according to objective
economic laws, they never rule out ideological
and political work or the necessary administra-
tive means. Our Party, including Liu Shao-
qi, has never denied the need for and im-
portance of ideclogical and political work. The
point at issue is that such work in economic
construction would become sheer empiy talk
and economic construction would get nowhere
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if ideological and political work did not serve
economic construction but was counterposed
against objective econcmic laws.

Another major aspect of the attack directed
by Lin Biac and the gang of four against Liu
Shaogi centred on the question of Party-
building. They fully understood the significance
to our Party of Liu Shaogi’s thinking on Party-
building. They knew that in order to subvert the
state, it was necessary first to subvert the Party,
and in order to subvert the Party and usurp
Party leadership, it was necessary to disarm the
Party spiritually, destroy the guiding principles
for political life inside the Party, wipe out the
Party’s democratic centralism and stifle the
Party spirit of the Communists. It was common
knowledge that Comrade 1iu Shaoqi had
summed up in a systematic way our experience

ain Pariy-building. thai he had expounded a

" eries of principles, policies and methods for
both Party-building and lor political life inside
the Party, and it was he who had enriched the
Pariy-building theory of Marx. Engels. Lenin,
Stalin and Mao Zedong. His thinking on Party-
building, especially his famous works How to
Be a Good Communist, On the Party and On
Inner-Party Struggle, had long been a guide to
Party members in tempering themselves and
cultivating their Party spirit; this thinking had
reared and educated a whole generation of
Communists. This thinking on Party-building
was a big obstacle to Lin Biao and the gang of
four in their bid te subvert.the Party and usurp
Party leadership.

Replacement of the Party with their own
factional setup demanded transiorming the
Parly in the image of the so-called “revolu-
tionary rebels,” and this, as a matter of
".'.'ourse. brought them into direct hostility to
the Marxist theory on Party-building. They
did their utmost to spread rumours and distor-
tions. making a hullabalso about what ihey
termed “the sinister How” [referring ta Liu
Shaogi’s work How to Be a Gond Communist]
and the “six sinister theories.”* Their true
motive was undoubtedly to vilify and besmireh
our great Party in an attempt to change its na-
ture and turn it into a semi-fascist, semi-
anarchist “rebel party” subservient to their own

* They alleged that Liu Shaogi’s “revisionist”
thinking could be summed up as six lheories,
namely, “the theory of the dyiag oul of class
struggle,” “the theory of peace in the Party," “the
theory of joining the Pariy to become an official,”
“the theory of the backwardness of the masses,”
“the theory of being a yes-man" and "'the theory of
merging public with personal interests.”
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ends. Such was the essence of the criticism
launched by Lin Biac and the gang of four
against “Liu Shaoqi’s counter-revolutionary
revisionist line for Party-building.”

P;Jshing an Ultra-Left Line

All this “criticism of revisionism” that
had been going on for a decade boiled down
to one thing, namely, the criticlsm of the
so-called “Right opportunism,” or “Right re-
visionism.” Over quite a long period a certain
concept had formed and persisted, holding that
it was better to be "Left” than Right, and,
moreover, creating the false impression that
there was only Right revisionism and no such
thing as “Lefi” revisionism. Thus, “continued
revolution” meant {ighting Rightism nonstop.
All correct things, policies and lines based on
Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought were
thus dismissed as “Right revisionism” and
criticized as such to cover up *‘Left” revisionism.
This was the main feature of the ten-year
“revolutionary mass criticism.”

Our Party fora long time had maintained
the tradition of persevering in the struggle
between the two lines, opposing Rightism when
Rightism emerged and opposing “Leftism" when
“Leftism” appeared. Most cadres, too. could
distinguish “Leftism” from Rightism and
were well aware of the need to guard
against “Leftism” in he struggle against
Rightism and to guard against Rightism
in the struggle against “Leftism.” This was
one main reason why the Party leadership was
able to emerge victorious in situations where
the struggle was complex. Later, things began
to change bit by bit: attacks were directed only
against Rightism, never against “‘Leftism”; the
struggle against Rightism then became a reg-
ular feature in the revolution, so much so
that while correct things were looked on
as Rightist, even “Leftist” things were regard-
ed as Rightist. This tendency developed all
the more malignantly after Lin Biao and the
gang of four came to power. They peinted an
accusing finger af many correct things advocat-
ed by our Party and criticized them as being a
“Right deviation,” or “Right revisionism.” This
caused great ideological confusion and to this
day it has not been ectarified in the minds of a
small section of people.

in the years of the Cultural Revoiution, the
ultra-Left trend of thought and the ultra-Left
line reached the zenith; no one was allowed to
oppese them and whenever there was opposition
to “Leftism,” it would be described as "a re-
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surgence of the Rightist deviation” or a
"Rightist deviation te reverse correct verdicts.”

In 1962, Comrade Liu Shaoqi, as Vice-
Chairman of the Party and Chairman of the
People’s Republie, summed up in a realistic way
the lesspons to be drawn from our work ang, to
a limited extent, he opposed and rectified some
“Leftist” mistakes. Speaking at the enlarged
working conference of the Central Committee
held in the same year, he pointed out in all
seriousness that in 1958, in giving guidance to
economic work, there existed the praclice of
issuing arbitrary and impractical directions,
proneness to boasting and exaggerating and “a
wind of communization” —a style of work
characterized by people’s failure 1o seek truth
from facls. a style of work that ran couniter
{0 objective laws. He also referred to the sirug-
gle against the sc-called Right opportunism
launched in 1959 as inappropriate, as a “Leftist”
mistake. He pointed out unequivocally: '*There
was a mistake at the Lushan Conference. Con-
tinued struggle against 'Leftism’ was what it
should bave been at that time, not against
Rightism; bul, as it turned out, a sfruggle was
directed against Rightism.” "I1 was wrong to
oppose Rightism at the Lushan Conference.”
“The Party centre should be held responsible for
this,"” etc. In the same speech, Comrade Liu Shao-
gi also mentioned mistakes made in the period
of the Second Five-Year Plan (1958-62) and
discussed the cause of the mistakes. ‘'During
the Second IMive-Year Plan,” he pointed out,
“our socialist transformation had basically come
to a successful end, the Party had shifted the
focus of its work to socialist construction, and
we had gained some experience in this endeav-
our, We should learn to walk by ourselves,
adopting ways suited to Chinese conditions, in
the light of China’s own characteristics. So we
laid down the general line for socialist construc-
tion and a set of principles known as the prin-
ciples of walking on two legs. But at that time,
on the one hand, we were still not very ex-
perienced and, on the other, quite a few leading
comrades were not modest or prudent enough;
they became seif-complacent, acting contrary to
the tradition of seeking truth from facts, the
tradition of following the mass line; in so doing,
they weakened, to varying degrees, the prin-
ciple of democratic centralism in inner-Party
life, in the life of the state and the life of the
mass organizations. This led to serious misiakes
in some aspects of our construction work during
the Second Five-Year Plan.” As hisltory has

testified, this speech by Liu Shaogi stands out
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as an important document which penetratingly
analysed the experience and lessons gained from
our socialist revolution and construction. And
yet, this document was openly attacked as
revisionist.

Now it is abundantly clear that prior to
1966 no Right revisionist danger had emerged
within our Party at alll Quite the contrary,
the main trend that had long been undermining
our Party and the rveveolutionary cause was
“Leftism.” During the Cultural Revolution,
ihe immediate and greatest danger inside the
Party was a bunch of careerisis representied by
Lin Biao and the gang of four who conspired
to wsurp Party and state leadership. Taking
advantage of fhe fact that our Parly at that
time still lacked a definite, scientific idea about
preventing and combating revisionism, they
revised, tampered with and opposed Marxism‘f
from an ultra-Left stance, seeking to overthrow
genuine Marxism by branding it as revisionism
or Right opportunism. The result was that their
ultra-Left line prevailed in China for ten long
years.

Drawing Lessons From History

Liu Shaoqi’s wrongs have now been redress-
ed, but the lessons remaining for us to draw
from his case are prefound. When a serious-
minded political party of the proletarial is rec-
tiflying iis mistakes and drawing lessons from
history, it musl not waver in the slightest in
its principled stand — the stand of Marxism-
Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought. As long as we
keep firm to this principled stand. analyse the
mistakes and sum up our experience earnestly,
our Party. by correctly handling the major
historical problems, is sure to forge ahead with
siill greater unity. -

In drawing lessons from Liu Shaoaqi's case,
care must be taken not to create an impression
that only one person was in the wrong while
everyone else was correct. This is not a hislor-
ical materialist approach. The so-called “criti-
cism” of Liu Shaogi was, in the last analysis,
an act of confounding Marxism with revi-
sionism. But it-does not follow that Liu Shaoqi
had never made misiakes during his long years
of work. There is no one on earth who does
not make mistakes. Liu Shaoqi himself once
wrote an essay entilled '"Why People Make
Mistakes,’ which deals with Lhis matter theo-
retically. Like other ouistanding leaders in
our Party, Liu Shaogi naturally also made
mistakes of one kind or another. The important
thing is; in case of a mistake, no matter who
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Education

Let No One Fall Behind
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“Let no one fall behind!” Many teachers and students have adopted this
molle io help those students having difficulties in school keep wup. Teachers
in many primary end middle schools have been active in following this motto
in an effort to restore normal order in the schools, raise the quality of teaching
and solve other problems laft over from the ten chaotic Cultural Revolution years.

Tenchers are not only responsible for teaching, but also for improving their
students’ ideas, FEducation in China is not aimed at a handful of top-notch
students, but at the entire student body. Teachers are asked to help students
having problems and not to assume « condescending or discriminatory atlitude
towards them. Heartening results have been achieved of late.

P Here three teachers recount their experiences. — Ed.
-t

Knowing Their Inner
World

by Moo Beilei, o teacher at
No. 3 Central Primary School
of Hongkou District, Shanghai

NE noon, Xiao Xiao came to me looking

guite happy with a five yuan bill in her
hand. *“Teacher, Qiuping found ihis on the
ground and asked me to give it to you”

I began to wonder: Why didn’t Qiuping give
me the money herself? Children ordinarily like
to personally hand their teacher things they
have found. I recalled how sbe had sat quietly

with her head down during the class meeting
this moming when we were helping a boy who
was in the habit of
stealing, Sensing that
L " something was wrong, I

- .
' k“‘( decided to have a lalk

- with her.

I led this strong-

Lot willed girl to a quiet
*“»Z’i reom and chatted with
= S her. She became quite
\% alert as soon as she

noticed that 1 did npot
praise her. 1 asked her
impression of the class
meeting in the morning.

A nade it, the atlitude taken should be a scientific
cne, cne of seeking truth from facts, an attitude
of neither magnifying it nor covering it up.
still less calling white black and confusing right
and wrong.

History is moving forward. To reverse
a reversal of history does not in the least
mean restoring the original situation in a
slationary, passive way. It does not in the
least mean simply going back to the days of the
17 years [between 1949 and 1966 prior to the
Cultural Revolution]. The ten-year “criticism
of revisionism™ from the ultra-lLeft view-
points was directed againsi cocrrect things, the
correct line and Marxism. Of course, we did
have some “Leflist” mistakes in our work, but
they were regarded as Rightist mistakes and
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criticized as such. OQur purpose in liguidating
Lin Biazc and the gang of four's “criticism of
revisionism” is, in the last analysis, to make a
distinction between Marxism and revisionism
and, at the same time, differentiate “Leltism"
[rom Rightism and sum up the experience
gained. We must throw away things that have
been proved to be wrong in practice and change
those things of the past which no longer suit
the new circumstances; we must also keep
introducing new things to meet the needs of the
developing situation. The purpose of summing
up historical experience is not merely to have
a correct understanding of the past but, what is
more important, te know the present and look
into the future with foresighi.

fA slightly abridged translation
of an article published on April 3.}
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Wen Liang, a mode] worker of Baolon Mining Machinery

Flani, lelling his experience before liberatiom

Then 1 closely observed her expressions while 1
told her those who admit their mistakes are
showing their willingness to change, that only
when people confess can they really change. She
then remorsefully told me her stary.

One year earlier she had secrelly slipped a
five yuan note out of her father’s pocket. But
then she was so plagued by guili that she did
net dare spend it, nor confess her wrongdoing.

The c¢lass meeting to discuss the boy's
pilfering problem had a deep effect on Qiuping.
Her classmates tried 1o help the boy in a
friendly way, analysing the dangers of stealing.
The boy then promised to change, fo study hard
and to try to improve. Afler the meeting
Qiuping decided to give the [ive yuan bill to me,
but her courage failed her at the last moment
and she tossed the note on the ground.

At her request I agreed to keep her secret.
I felt Qiuping’s problem was that she lacked an
ideal, so [ urged her to take up reciting poems.
She soon became absorbed in poetry and showed
interest in collective activities.

1 often have heart-to-heart talks wilth my
students, during which they share their worries
and joys or tell me how they feel aboutl me as a
teacher. Once Xiao Cheng, a mischievous child
with behaviour problems asked to talk privately
with me. He held my hand and began guestioning
me in a matter-ol-fact manner: “*Teacher Mao,
what caused vour receni heart troubles?’ I was
taken by complete surprise. He then asked,
“Wasn't it because T didn't study well and made
you upset?”’
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I gave him a grateful took and
heartily thanked him for his con-
sideration. Then I told him how
pleased I was that he had figured out
some of his own problems and that
he was starting to overcome them. It
isn't terrible to get sick, I said, but it
is bad to lack determination. I am
determined toc be 2 good teacher and

I hope my students will try to study
hard.

He took a paper from his pocket
and fixed his large eyes on me,
“Teacher,” he earnestly said. “I have
written down my new resolutions.
Ten in all. 1 promise to stick to them.
But I also hope you will promise me
something. Please, from now on,
don't get upset.” e

These sparks of hope in a problem student
[illed me with warmth, By the same token, 1
(ell my responsibilities more strongly thun ever
before.

Fostering Self-Respect

by Yan Kuiwu, a teacher ot
No. 30 Middle School, Luoyang

[NCE becoming a classroom teacher in 1970,

I have gained some valuable experience in
helping students who are having dillicultiies in
school. I have found that many problem children
are unable to tell a right
course of action from
a wrong one; they
wander around in the
dark, unable tc change~
their behaviour. They
thirst for compassion
and help. and yearn for
a promising future. They
usually manifest a con-
temptuous and mocking
attitude towards pgood
students, but in fact they
secretly  admire them.
Such children give the appearance of being arro-
gant and cynical, yet beneath this exterior they
are deeply dislressed and self-deprecating. They
don't seem 1o care much about how badly they
behave though they occasicnally evince & desire
to improve. If criticized, they are indignant,
seethe with rage and sometimes seek revenge.
When commended, they are overjoyed and want
to show off. But then if they backslide, they
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A young pioneer lendiong a2 hand lo an armyman.

feel remorseful but refuse t¢ mend their way.
Correct guidance at this moment can help them
regain their courage. The teacher’s role should
be to discover and encourage their good paints
so that they take pre-eminence over other less
positive characteristics.

The example of Xiao Geng. the worst
student in my class, is illustrative. Nicknamed
“little bully,” he was for ever getting into fights
and liked to smoke, drink and steal. Trying to
talk with him akout his problems got me
nowhere. He ran away every time. The first
time 1 talked to him was on the playground. He
expected me to reprimand him but instead I
just asked him how he thought the class might
be improved. We began to talk as equals. This
was how I started to develop a relaiionship with
him. Feeling my concern for him, he began to
trust me. We started to have serious discussions
and after a while he talked about his vices.

Xiao Geng’s behaviour began to change. He
wrate what he was really thinking in his com-
positions and veolunteered to take responsibility
for watering seme castor-oil plants thal we were
raising in class. I immediately praised him in
front of the entire class. But ithen a few days
later, he started making trouble again. Once
when I was teaching, he jabbed another child
in the nose with his pen. I was highly irritated
and admonished him on the spot. After that,
his behaviour grew progressively worse.

1 tried to figure out why he was backsliding.
When we discussed il. he said, “Whenever 1
make a mistake, you chew me out in front of
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everyone, If you don’t have any confidence in
me, why should I have any. I might as well give
up-u .

I realized thal students with behaviour
problems have a great deal of self-respect, When
they are trying to change, it is important to
show greater concern for them. Their self-
respect might be turned into a factor motivating
thern to change. But this can be achieved only
through patience and care. Continual repri-
mands mixed with preaching works like a
\vaterlogged sponge — the students merely lose
their self-respect. And I have found that it is
very difficult to get a child who has lost his
self-respect Lo learn or to behave.

Thus, | gained some valuable experience
from my work with Xiao Geng. After he ex-
pressed his feelings to me that day, I immediate-
ly apologized and encouraged him to keep
irying. Nothing happened for a while. Then
one morning he came into schaol by climbing
over the wall. He remorsefully explained. I
was late today. When T got to the school door,
] saw a leacher checking on who was late. I
fell that if il was discovered | was late, it would
look bad for the whole class, so I climbed over
the wall.”

Even lhough being late and climmbing over
the wall were equally wrong. his reason was
clearly betler than when he chimbed over the
wall to play booky. I teld him my feelings and
he was quite moved, aware that 1 really under-
stood his motivations. After that he still ex-
perienced perieds of regression, but in the end
he turned inte a goed student.

Finding a Suitable
Method

by Pan Yuqgin, teacher at the
Yaoer Alley Primary School in
Beijing

last
May. [ reprimanded

NE morning

¢ ?ﬁ_‘h one of my students,
SRR Liu Jun. in front of
e - the  other  students
B for  failing o hand
5 in hia Chinese home-
N wark. a common oc-
%‘f‘\ currence for him. He

ﬁf wepl openly and then
started to write some-
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thing, but I did not pay much attention to him.
That afternoon before class, I noticed a letter
on his desk addressed to me. It said that he had
not f{inished his homework the night before
because he had been spanked by his parents

for quarrelling with his elder sister. He went on .

t6 say, “I can't catch up with the rest of the
class. I am too ashamed to come {o school and I
don’t want to stay home either. From now on
I'm going to roam around on my own without
anyone to bother me”

I realized T had failed. Finding him ex-
iremely difficult to handle in what was other-
wise an excellent class, 1 had been too inflexible
in dealing with him and had antagonized him.
Though Liu Jun excelled in swimming, taking
first place in the city's swimming match, he had
shown no interest in studying. Even worse, he
had picked up some bad habits from outside
the school. I had tried unsuccessfully to set
him straight on a number of occasions; when
gentle persuasion falled I adopted harsher
measures and designated a special seat for him
in front of the classroom. Let’s see if you still
dare to cause trouble? I said to myself, This
method was too much for him and needless to
say had no positive effect on his studies.

Liu Jun's refusal to come to class made me
realize that 1 had been too impatient with him.
It is important nof to hurt the self-respect of
students whoe are having trouble in class. Such
an approach reinforces their fear that there is
no hope for them to change.

I decided right then and there to always
respect a child’s dignity. Then I went to Liu

Pan Yuaqin helping a student in his studies.
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Jun’s parents and together we searched the city
for the boy. After we found him, I talked with
him until 11 o'clock that night, encouraging him
that the way to solve his problem was not
through truancy but by coming back to school.

The next day when he walked into the
classroom, his first question was about what his
punishment would be. Instead he was greeted
with a burst of applause from his fellow
students whom I had aiready talked to about
the problem. We held a welcome meeting for
him, during which many students lalked about
his strong points —his apftitude for physical
sports and manual labour — and others said
that he had irouble with his studies because
they had not given him encugh help. They
pledged that they would not let anyone fali
behind in their studies and that they all should
help one another. Liu Jun's face flushed with
excitement and his eyes welled tears.

[ asked the class not to mention his truancy.
And I removed his special seat. Now he freely
talks 10 me about what is on his mind. Once
he revealed: ‘T really felt embarrassed silting
in that special seat, especially when some
visitors from outside the city sat in on the class.
I kept wishing I could return to my own seat,
even if for just one minute. Now that you have
taken that seat away, I feel I have to be very
careful to obey class discipline.” I regretted that
I hadn’t tried to understand him better earlier.

I now realize that using discriminatery or
coercive measures to deal with difficult ehildren
is counter-productive. Of course, a hands-off
policy won't do either. A teacher needs to
carefully evaluate a student's character so as
to develop suitable methods for helping him.

Why, for instance, didn't Liu Jun study hard??"

He questioned, "“Whats the point of studying
since I want to be a swimmer when I grow up?”
I told him that it is important for everyone in
their future work, including athletes, to obtain
an education. He responded, My mother and
father, aunts and uncles living in my courtyard
do their work well and they don’t have much
education.” I talked about how the country
needs educated people to achieve socialist
modernization. And ! described what the
modernization would mean concretely in our
lives. He was quite taken by my ideas and before
long he began to study quite diligently. With
the help of his fellow students, he quickly im-
proved. Last autumn he was admitied into a
middle school with fairly good marks.

Beijing Review, No. 1§



THE LAND & PEOPLE

® Changes in Cities
And Tomrns

Significant changes  have
taken place in the distribution
and main features of the cities
and towns in ithe country as a
result of its economic growih
in the last 30 years.

The nation now has 216 cilies
of varicus sizes. In addition,
there are 3,200 lowns. including
2,000 county towns, each with a
population of from 10,000 to
50,000, and an even greater

f’number of small towns.

There used to be 150 cities in
old China. City and town
construction was quite back-
ward. Sixty-five per cent of
the urban population lived in

the eastern coastal areas.

The other 35 per cent lived in’

the much larger western inland
airess.

The foreign imperialists and
domestic bureaucrat-capitalists,
having joined forces with the

| landlords, used the cities as
their strongholds to drain away
the riches of the country, leav-
ing the vast countryside and the
Cinland areas impoverished.
After liberation in 1949 the
propoertions of the wurban
population in the eastern and
western parts of the country
was changed to 55 to 45 per cent
respectively.

*

In the old society, the small
and medium-sized cities were
almost invariably  consumer
cilies with liitle industry and
with less than 20 per cent of
the residents employed. As a
result of the development of
urban industrial enterprises, 50
per cent of the city residents
now have jabs,
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China plans to build more
medium-sized and small cities
s0 as to accommodate the
increasing numbers of people

who will be released from
farm work as more farm
machinery is introduced inio

the countryside. The rise of the
small cilies and towns will pro-
vide employment for large
numbers of people, thus pre-
venting a rapid influx to the
already crowded larger cities.

With the development of
agriculture, the new rural
towns that have emerged in all
parts of China generally have
agricultural machinery, cement
and food processing industries.
At the same time, theatres,
clinies, shops, schools and other
service trades have been set up.

In the remote areas, such as
the Guoluo area on the Qinghai-
Tibet Plateau, there used to be
not a single town. The
Tibetan herdsmen had to roam

the grasslands with their herds

in search of water and pasture.
Today six towns, each with a
population of over 1,000, have
emerged n this area. In Wuxi
County, east China, towns with
industrial enterprises have been

founded in the seats of 35 peo-
ple’s communes. Now one-tenth
of tife county’s rural population
have moved to such towns.

® China’s 55th
Minority Nalionality

Last June the State Council
officially designated the Jinuo
people as China’s 55th minority
nationality. With a populalion
of 10,000, the Jinuo people live
in 41 villages scattered over
3,000 square kilometres of Jinuo
mountain areas, which belong to
the Jinucluoke Pecple’'s Com-
mune. The commune is located
50 kilometres east of Jinghong,
the capital of Xishuangbanna
Dai Autonomous Prefecture in
China's southwestern Yunnan
Province.

The Jinuos have their own
spoken language and customs.
The men are reputed to be good
huniers, an occupation they
pursue noi only Lo procure food
but also to evince their bravery.
Their prey includes. hornbills,
wild elephants and other rare
species which roam the prime-
val forests of the Jinuc Moun-
tains.

A Jiouo doctor examining a peasanl
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People in the News

i

e ,.‘,‘
Chen Jinti

(left)

and her as-
slsiant are fllming in a coal mine.

Chen Jinti who is 46
and works as a cameraman
for the Central! Newsreel
and Documentary Film Stu-
dic bas been chosen as an
ouistanding cultural worker.

She is one of the first
women o shoot films for
the People's Republic. In
1949, when she was 15, she

joined the Beljing Film
Studio as an apprentice
cameraman. She did push-
ups, running and dumbbell

exercises every day to enable her to hold a 15-kg cine-camera

steady.

Two years later she was working independentily.

In the early post-liberation years. when transport was still
very inadequate, she would carry most of her equipment herself

as she moved aboul.
in lnner Mongolia.

She learnt to ride a horse in order to film
Over the past 30 years she has filmed on

location in nearly all parts of the country.

In recent years, Chen Jinti has filmed many movies such
as "Spring,” "Spring Thunder,”” "The Boston Symphony Orchestra

in Beijing” and “For Children.”

The women, who wear striped
pixie hats and embroidered
bands on their ¢ollarless jackets.
pick tea .with baskets on their
backs aleng the mountain
slopes. The Jinuos have a long
history of tea cultivation. Now
the Jinuo Mountains has be-
come ane of the six main areas
for producing Puer tea.

Since liberation, the Jinuos
have experienced tremendous
social changes, moving from a
late primitive society to a so-
cialist society. At present the
Jinuoluoke commune has built
400 hectares of paddyfields, five
small reserveirs and two hydro-
power stations. It also has 25
and 4,000 cattle. Its
grain output has increased an-
nually, with the total grain out-
pul up [rom 1,000 tons in 1952
to 4,100 tons in 1978.

traclors

Now there are 40 primary
schools and three junior middle
schools. Siores, a post olfice
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and a hotel have been buill.
The commune has a hospital and
each brigade has its own co-
operative medical station.

The Jinuo people have now
their own college graduates,
doctors and teachers, Bai Layao,
a 49-year-old Jinuo who was a
casual labourer before libera-
tion, now is secrelary of the
Jinuoluoke commune Party
committee and He Gui, a Jinuo
cadre trained after liberation, is
secretary of the Jinghong
county Party commitiee.

® Our Good Neighbour
-— Wang Linhe

Wang Linhe, the well-known
model worker, has
been  appeinted a  deputy
director of his factory. A lead-
ing member of the Shanghai
Trade Union Council and a
member of the Central Com-
mittee of the Chinese Com-

munist Party, he retains all
the qualities of a working man
and lives plainly and works
hard. He always treats people
amiably and finds it a pleasure
to help others. Thus he enjoys
the love and esteem of his
neighbours.

The article was wrillen by
Tao Shuxiang, Wang's neighbour
since 1964 when Wang was an
engineer. After Wang was given
a more responsible position, said
Tac, he took good care to be
even maore madest and in treat
others as his equal. i made no
difference to Wang whoever the
person may be; Wang always
met the other as an equal.
never put on airs. -

Wang Linhe is in his fliflies
and his health is failing, but he
still goes 10 work on his balter-
ed old bicycle.

Wang lives still in the same
workers' living quarters as be-
fore. When people said 10 Wang
Linhe that he would move into
a new house now that he was a
mermber of the Party Central
Committee, he replied with a
smile: “I'll live here as before.”

As Wang Linhe's speciality is
electricity, he is often helping
neighbours to repair electrical
household appliance. He never

turns down a request for help ..

be it a broken radie set or TV
set.

Wang earns enough to sup-
port his family of four very
comfortably, but his apartment
is as simply furnished as any
worker's.

After Wang Linhe's promation
to his leading position. neigh-
bours thought there would be a
constant stream of cars coming
and going. But, neighbours saw
very few cars. They continued
to see Wang Linhe carrying his
old bike up and down the stairs,
going to work, as usual.

Beijing Review, No. 16
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CULTURE & SCIENCE

CULTURAL HISTORY

50th Anniversary of the
Left-Wing Writers’
League

Meetings were held recently
in Beijing and Shanghai to
mark the 50th anniversary of
the founding of the Chinese
Lef{i-Wing Writers' League.

The League was [ormed in
Shanghai on March 2, 1930, fol-
lowed by Lhe selting up of other
Left-wing groups in the fields of

#~ social sciences, drama, fine arts

and music. This Le{t-wing cul-
tural movement which covered
the decade from 1927 to 1937 not
only carried (orward the new
democratic cullure slarted by
lhe May 4th Movement of
1919, but also heralded Lhe
socialist culture of China.

The Lefl-Wing Writers’
League was sel up at an impor-
tant turning-point in the rev-
olution in China and elsewhere,
Al home, the Kuomintang
reactionaries were intensifying
their military campaigns against
China's central Soviel areas.

Lu Xup chatling wilh young woodcol artists al
an exhibitlon in I1936.
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Internationally, Soviet literature
had become the accepted
vanguard in world revolution-
ary literature and Left-wing
literature was f{lourishing in
Japan, the United States, Ger-
many and other countries.
Soon after its establishment, the
Chinese Left-Wing  Writers'
League joined the Interna-
lional Revolutionary Writers'
League.

The Left-Wing Writers'
League and other Left-wing
groups under the leadership of
the Party openly held aloft the
banner of Lhe proletarian rev-
olutionary literature, although
the struggle between revolution
and counter-revolution was ex-
tremely acute at that time.

After the failure of the great
revolution in 1927, a consider-
able number of writers and
artists wheo had faken pari in
the Northern Expedition and
various armed uprisings went
to Shanghai, where the Kuo-
mintang was hunting and
shooting down revolutionaries.
There, they waged valiant strug-
gles in the cultural and ideolog-

jeal sphere in co-ordination
with the Party’s ceniral tasks,
such as counler-encirclement by
the Red Army, agrarian revelu-
tion and the establishment of
base areas. They published
dozens of magazines and period-

icals to spread progressive
ideas. During that period, Lu
Xun, standard-bearer of the
Left-wing cultural movement,

wrole many essays and short
stories that glow with commu-
nist ideology.” Other well-known
wrilers such as Mac Dun and
Guoe Moruo, who bolbh helped
establish 1he League, also wrote
many fine works., There was
Midnight by Mao Dun and
Study of Chinese Ancient
Society by Guo Moruo. Works
put oul between 1927 and 1937
including literature, films, fine
arts, music and poetry, made
headway in the areas of subject
matter, plot and characterization
and reflected real lile. The
movement pushed contemporary
Chinese literature and aril to a
new height.

With the Chinese Lelt-Wing
Writers’ League as the nucleus,
the movement started Lhe sys-

A Beljing mecting marking Lhe 50th anniversary
of the Lell-Wing Wrilers’ League.
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tematic introduction and publi-
cation of Marxist theory on
literature and art, and trained
a large number of propaganda
and cultural workers for the
Party. Many members of ihe
league were hounded and
arrested by Xuomintang reac-
tionaries. Many gave up their
lives for the liberation of the
Chinese people.

During the Cultural Revolu-
tion, the gang of four distortied
and vilified the Left-wing cul-
tural movement of the 1930s
and persecuted many writers,
artists and scholars who had
been active in those years, At
the Fourth National Congress of
Writers and Artists held towards
Lhe end of last year, the
Lefi-Wing  Writers'  League
was rehabilitated. Later, com-
memoralive activiiies, including
exhibitions of historical ma-
terials and relics of the move-
ment, were held in Beijing and
Shanghai. Poems and songs
popular in those years were
presenfed at a meeting held in
Beijing. In addition, the news-
papers carried reminiscences
writien by those who had taken
part in the movement.

METEOROLOGY

Views on “New
fce Age”

Two Chinese meleorologists
from the Chinese Meteoralogi-
cal Research Institute Zhang
Jiacheng, deputy director of the
weather laboratory, and Zhang
Deer, a researcher, have
published a paper disagreeing
with the hypothesis that “‘ir-
regular and unexpected” cli-
matic changes during the last
decade porlend another ice age.

Written for the occasion of
the World Meteorological Day
{(March 23}, the paper is based

on extensive research in Chi-
nese meteorological records,
30

navigational diaries, local his-
tories and other meteorclogical
materials found in ancienl
literary works over the past
5,000 years.

The authors hold that ‘‘ir-
regular and unexpected”
changes of climates in the last
several years in China are
similar to those of ancient
China. They state: A major
characteristic of climatic
changes in our history js that
dry, damp, warm and cold
spells lasting for differing
periods have appeared one after
another. For example, China
experienced four rather warm
and four cold spells in the
course of the last 5,000 vears,
One of the warmest spells oc-
curred during the Shang
Dynasty (c. 16800 B.C.-1066
B.C). At that time wild
elephants could be found in the
Huanghe River basin area.
Bamboo groves were in [full
bloom in that area. The
average temperature then was
two degrees centigrade higher
than it is now,

The two of the coldest spells
in Chinese history fell during
the Southern Song (1127-1279)
and the late Ming (1368-1644)-
early Qing (1644-1911) periods.
The average temperature of
these {wo cold perieds was one
degree lower than what it is
now. On the basis of such
studies, these two meteorolo-
gists have concluded that the
temperature in this century is
an intermediate one.

They also compare *“irregular
and unexpected” changes during

the last several years with
“bad’’ climatic records.
In the 13th century, the

weather suddenly became very
cold. The Taihu Lake in east
China’s Jiangsu Province for the
first time froze over, permitiing
the passage of people and horse
carls, Hangzhou in east China

was hit with heavy snow{alls in
the late spring. Even the
lychee irees in subtropical
Fujian Province were ruined by
cold weather.

Many rivers and lakes froze
during the 17th century. Thick
ice covered the Taihu and
Dongling Lakes four times. The
mandarin trees in Jiangxi Prov-
ince were all desiroyed.
During the coldest ten years
from 1660 to 1889, the average
temperature in the lower
reaches of the Changjiang River
was 3.3 degrees centigrade in
the winter, 1.1 degrees cen-
tigrade below that during the
coldest decade in the current
century. The 17th century was
alsc a period with frequent
dry spells and floods. Large-
scale droughts onccurred  be-
tween 1636 to 1643 and a Fflood
inundated vast areas of the
Huanghe River basin in 1662,

One of the  “irregular
changes” aof the lasi several
years was the cold winter of
1675. In most parts of China
the December  temperature
dropped to ils lowest poinl since
the founding of New China in
1949, Rubber irees, sugar cane
and banana plants in south
Ghina were particularly hard
hit, In 1972 and 1978 China ex-
perienced exceptionally prolong-

ed and widespread droughtsA®

causing bamboo plants to
wither and paddyfields to dry
up in some places. Drinking
water for bolh people and
livestock was in short supply.
In 1972 the water level of the
Haihe River in north China
dropped to its lowest level in
recorded  history while the
Huanghe River stopped flowing
below Jinan for 20 days.

Thercfore these two meteoro-
logists have concluded that the
“irregular and  unexpecied”
changes of climates in the last
decade have appeared several
times in the last 500 years.

Beijing Review, No. 16
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LETTERS FROM
READERS

Policy Towards Nationalities

I read with great interest Lhe
articte “Some Questions on Policy
Towards Nalionalities™ by Zhou
Enlal in your issue No. 9 which
[ had just received. 1t is a very
useful document Lo the research
group [ am heading. What is of
particular interest o me is the

.+ ducation ¥ou give 10 Lhe minority

nationalilles. This articie and Fei
Xiaotong's recent visil are a greal
encouragement to us.
Monigue Richard
Mantreal, Canada

“"Dumb-Bell” Strategy

Please excuse my ignorance,
but I learni for the first fime
abuul the term “dumb-bell” strat-
egy fram wvour issue No. 8 this
vear. In the past | only knew
that the Hormuz Strait is vital to
Japan whose oll respurces are
praclically nil. Later [ came to
know that ihc Strail of Malacea
is of slill greater importance to
Japan than the Hormuz Strait.
Why should the Sovwviet Union
focus ils atteniion on an area so
lar away from its own territory?
I’ be »f help Lo us Lo keep Lhis
queslion in mind when we look

a3t the vast changes in Lhe present-
- “day world.

This will surely be-
come 2 major question in the
i 880s.

Jinji Kitamura
Takaoka, Japan

| appreciale yvour correct and
critical analysis of the vicious and
crafty Soviet aggression against
Afghanistan. The term *‘durnb-
beli™ slrategy is indeed a graphic
description. 1 think it has inci-
sively exposed Moscow's sirategy
aimed at conirolling the "black
gold” market.
Francisco Aguilar M.
Madrid, Spain

My Hope

I've enclosed a copy of a poster
I conceived. The idea came as |
read an article related to China's
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population issue. Some of my
American [riends say 1 should
keep my nose out of China's
business. Buf, I so much want
China to achieve the four moderni-
zations and overcome the prob-
lems that deter this progress.
Wendell Lepic
Chicago. U.S.4.

Just one daughter or one son.
Then there is more for everyone.

The Young Generation

I was broughi up in Taiwan., I
know practically nothing about
the mainland excepl for the litile
information 1 got from the class,
the newspapers and my parents.
Now I read your magazine some-
times, and [ have come lo know
something about your life and
society.

i think there has been great im-
provement in the conients of your

articles, theough there are still
many political articles. The new
"Special TFeaiure” column has

made your weekly more readable,
I like the special feature on “Our
Young Generation™ (in issue No.
18, 1979} best because, in the
[irst place, it is not a political re-
part and, secondly, il helps me to
make a comparision between the
young people on the mainland and
those in Taiwan or living abroad.

D.C.H.
Houston, U.S.A.

When I read the arlicle “How
Chinese Youth Visualize the 80s"
in issue MNo. 3 of this year, 1 felt
as if I were listening to a frank
and candid exchange of opinion
ameng the youlhs. In China where
the socialist system has been
established for so many years,
lhere are also bourgeois influences
which corrode the minds of the

young pecople. But Chinese youths
know how to correctly handle the
customs and habits which have
emerged in the course of the
development of history. [ feit
relieved after reading the article,
Qf course, it is possible for some
of the young people to be affected
by “Wesiernized™ Lhings. Bul the
arlicle has convinced me (hat the
Chinese youths, with their national
dignity and socialist morallty, wil
certainly help bring forth healthy
and new socialisl habits which
will be carried forward from
generation to generation.

Koichi Masuko

Tokyo, Japan

Religious Belief

1 was surprised 1o read Con-
lreras’ leller which yvou published
in issue No. 6 this year. As a mai-
ter of fact, he hopes that the Chi-
nese Government would ban reli-
gion. This will gravely endanger
the democracy which has been
strengthened since 1the smashing
nf the gang of four,

It is necessary Lo publicize
atheism because religion is in
cartain aspects harmiful to socialist
canstruclion. But 1o ban religion
and persecute the believers would
be a serious mistake. T think
China’s presenl policy on religion
is very correcl: it is necessary lo
respect the people’s religious be-
liefs and at the same time provide
the means for religious activilies.

Eric Herfori
Saulxures-les-Nancy, France

I have read ithe arlicle on re-
ligion in your magazine (issue No.
51 of 1979). It is the first article
that I have read from any parl of
the socialist world, which shows a
desire 10 accommodate Islam and
is not peclluted with hypocrisy.

IL is not necessary to emphasize
the differences between the idecl-
ogy of Islam and theary of social-
ism. We should try to live in spite
of the differences. 11 is obvious
from your article thal the Govern-
ment of the People’s Republic of
China is trying their best fu see
that the Moslems can live their
own way of life and practise
their faith. [ can assure you that
the Moslem who understands
Islam will bend backward to be
loyal 1o the country where he lives
and it should be known to every-
body that to love his country is a
part of the faith of a Maoslem.

Yusuf Ali Eraj
Nairgbi, Kenva
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Are You Interested in Selling Your Products

Or Services in China?

TIANJIN TRANSLATION
CORPORATION

can help you

Our staff of experienced translators will

render your brochures, instruction manuals and

Wl — e, '-;‘( o4 LadROrridalIRErRERESE

other materials into accurate, idiomatic Chinese.
We specialize in engineering and technieal transla-

tions.

o High Quality
o Prompt Delivery

o Houasonable Prices

For jurther information, please contact:

X & o o& % N 3§
TIAN]IN TRANSLATION CORPORATION

1296 Take Nan Rd. Tionjin, China
Telex: TIJTC Cable Address: 5064 Telephone: 81149
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