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NPC Session Continues

The deputies focus their gdis-
cussions on Premier Zhao’s re-
port on the work of the govern-
ment. Minister of Finance Wang
Binggian's report on 1980’s final
state accounts and the execution
of financial estimates for 1981
(p. 9).

Marxism and
Humanitarianism

Is humanitarianism a bour-
geois idcology? Or is it a Marxist
principle? A synopsis of the
arguments of both sides in the
controversy  within  Chinese
theoretical citcles (pp. 21-23).

Kampuchean Developments

A factual report on recent de-
velopments in Kampuchea. The
dissolution of the Kampuchean
CP, the tripartite talks and the
Singapore proposal are covered
(p. 10).
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There has been mueh talk
about unhealthy tcndencies in
the Chinese Communisi Party.
Can von give me a clear idea of
what’s really happening?

In the summer-autumn period
of this year. big {loods wreaked
havoe on the upper reaches of
the Changjiang River while
simultaneously the water level
was surging rapidly along the
upper reaches of the Huanghe

MmRiver. People in both areas
conquered  the floods with
tremendous success. The Com-

munis{ Party withstood the test
and won warm applause from
the people throughout the na-
tion for both its leadership and
style of work in combaling the
flonds.

Leading members of Party,

government and army organiza-
tions al various levels as well as
several Stale Council ministers
directed the fight [rom make-
shift shelters on top of newly
built dykes and dams; grass-
roots cadres fought on the front-
lines and risked their lives
whervever there was danger:
akountless Puarty and Youth
" cague members toiled self-
lessly. resecuing athers before
their own f{amily members.
Facts show that the style of
work of both the Party and
its leading members is im-
proving. and (hat the Chinese
Communist Party is truly at the
people’s service and sharing
weal and woe with {he masses
— “friends in need” indeed.
From the ballle against the
floods people see the hope of
China.

This is but one example show-
ing that the Party style of work
has been improving in the last
two years. Butl much remains
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to be done before it equals the
style it achieved during the
Yanan pericd of the 30s and 40s
or during the early posi-libera-
tion days of the 50s. This ealls
for much more arduous efforts
and a much longer time.

The people hold justifiable
grudges againsi the unhealthy
tendencies inside the Party and
their bad influence on social
morality. There has been much
talk about this among our for-
eign friends, too. Bul the recent
fight against the nalural calam-
ities shows that the Parly is
[ully capable of bringing its fine
siyle of work to life. Scepticism
about the Party’s ability to rec-
tify its style of work is ground-
less.

The majority of the 39 million
Party members are good. Only
a small number of them are not
acting as they should. Some of
them indulge in privilege-scek-
ing, some squander government
money, some receive bribes or
bribe others, some infringe up-
on the people's inlerests and
even extort money from the
masses. All these phenomena
have profound historical and
social causes.

The 10-year turmoil of the
“eultural revolution™ brought
Breat harm to our Party with re-
gard to its organization and its
style of work. In addition, there
are the remnants of feudal ideas
and the in{luence of bourgeois
ideology from abroad. Some un-
qualified people were admitted
into the Party, and the revolu-
tionary staunchness of some
Party veterans has faded, leav-
ing them unahble to withstand
the impact of various unhealthy
tendencies. All this contributes
to the diflficulty of rectifying
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the Party style of work and re-
viving its fine traditions.

The Party Central Committee
has repeatedly warned that the
style of wark of a Party in pow-
er is a life-and-death matter
for the Party. 1t has worked out
a serics of rules and regulations
and aken effective measures to
rectily the siyle of wark. In
his report on the government
work to the Fourth Session
of the Fifth National People’s
Congress, Premier Zhao Ziyang
called for enforcing discipline
with regard to work and finan-
cial matiers and said that stern
measures should be taken
against those who violate dis-
cipline. Party committees of
varinus provinces. muntcipaii-
ties and aulonomous regions
have {aken the lead in curbing
the unhcalthy tendencies. The
Beijing municipal Party com-
mittee, for example. In 1wo
months effectively stopped the
practice of certain cadres feast-
ing themselves at goverament
expense.

We have ample reason to be-
lieve that, given the concerted
and persistent efforts of the
whole Party. the Chinese Com-
munist Party will restore ils fine
style of work and it will be held
in high esteem again among the
people.

— Political Editor An
Zhiguo
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Overcoming Difficulties

We are living at a time when
one docs not hear or recad much
good news: so, I find the articles
in vour magazine reporting the
solution of the various problemas
In your country to be very relresh-
ing., For example. it is a pleasure
to read about the construction of
small hydroelectric plants 10 pro-
vide energy for the rural com-
munities. the harvesting of boun-
tiful crops and increased produc-
tion In light industry. On the
other hand. I do not enjoy Lhe
articles relating to political mat-
ters and the reprinting of long
specches The exception to this
was the speech of Hu Yaobang
which invited Taiwan “to come
back into the fold.” My personal
hape is thal some day this will
aceulr.

I am also interested “in the
progress of China 1n achieving the
four modernizations.

B.T. Newman
Dedham, MA. USA

The Baoshan Project

[ recently heard that the first
phase of the construction of
Baoshan Iron and Steel Complex
will continue. As a Japanese
citizen, I am gratified at this news.
I am glad Japan can provide as-
sistance and contributions 1o vour
country's economic construction.
I hope this project will proceed
smoathly to completion. Al the
same time, I sincerely hope that
Japan will 20 on giving vigorous
supporl (o and slrengthening ¢n-
operalion with neighbouring coun-
1mies.

Taizo Shibahashi
Chiba. Japan

Internctional Reports

Artteles on internatione) affairs
should be diversified and there
should be a turn for every coun-
try in the world. Reading (hem
should enable people to acquire a
proper undervstanding of events in

Jd

foreign
nations.

countries and between

Benaissa Hassan
Oran, Algeria

I like very much
“Prickly Auiumn
Administration’' in issue No. 38.
I think you should print more
such articles which thoroughly
expose and criticize the US
government's hostile policies to-
wards workers.

the article
for the US

I am also satisfied with three
articles on the Palestinian guestion
in the international sectlon of
issue No. 34, because they ex-
plained in plain language the sit-
uvalion in that region and Chipa’s
stand on the question.

The series of articles on inipor-
tant historical facts concerning the
Sino-Vietnamese relations pub-
lished in issues Nos. 41, 42 and 44
are also very interesting.

! (hink thalt your magazine is
not difficult fo understand. But,
it is true that some articles are
dull. An example is the article
about the North-South economic
dialogue in issue No. 44. You
should continue to publish articles
that show the exploitation of the
third world by Western imperizal-
ism and Lhe Sogviet Union.

| recommend the international
section carry some reports on the
independent development of the
national economies of the non-
aligned countries such as demo-
cratic Korea and Algeria, as well
as their social progress and
achievements,

Heinz-Gunter Foersier
Bielefeld. W. Germany

I must admit that 1 setdom read
these (international) articles. Here
in Denmark we have some fairly
good newspapers, and therefore I
do not need all the informatlon
you give. On the other hand I
select some particular articles
from this section so as to acquaint
mysel{ with your opinions on cer-
tain issues Here I would like to
say that I wani a more explielt
characterization of the US, In
particular 1 would be glad to see
vou frankly calling the USA an
imperialist country and not just a
power with a wrong foreign
policy.

Hans Chr. Petersen
Brabrand, Denmark

Understanding and Respect

We, the Iranian people. who
deeplv respect the PRC. are very
much interested in getling to
Know your views on world affairs.
[ am following with interest the

profound social and historic
changes taking place in your
sacialist  country. Given the

changes which have taken place
in China since the downfall of the
gang of four, we have geined a
fuller angd better understanding of
Marxism-Leninism. Your analysis
of the role of Comrade Mac Ze-
dong has given us a particularly
good understanding of the role of
great figures in history and the
proper role of penple's ponlitica)
parties and other social organiza-
tions. For example. the retatton-
ships between class struggle and
productive forces in 2 socxalis‘

country.
1 wish you new successes in

vour great historical cause.

T.).
Teheran, {ran

Archaeology, Maxims and
Proverbs

I like the column “Culture and
Science” most, especially items on
archaeology. Personally, 1 wish
you would introduce items which
show the wisdom of the Chinese
peaple, such as maxims. admoni-
tions and experiences of Jife. In
journals published in Germany. 1
often find Chinese proverbs and
phrases of unlimited interest., Why
cannoct 1 find them in a China-
published journal like yours?

Wilhelm, Greune
Luneberg. W. Germo

Brief Comments

Reading ltems in “Events and
Trends” enables the readers to un-
derstand the problems and the
actual condition of China's indus-
try and agriculture as well as the
daily life of Chirna’s workers and
peasants, elders and voungslers,
men and women.

Some articles in the column
“Articles and Documents” are too
long. This may lead to the neglect
of some subjects.

1 hope vou will publish some
Chinese classical and modemn
poems in Culture and Science.”

Lupascu Bogdan Ion
Brajla, Romania
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Fourth Session of Fifth
NPC Conlinues

Deputies to the Fourth Ses-
sion of the Fifth National Peo-
ple's Congress on December 2
began panel discussions afier
two days of plenary meetings.
They focused on Premier Zhao
Ziyang's report on the work of
the government and Minister of
Finance Wang Binggian's report

#an 1980's final state accounts
and the execution of financial
estimutes for 1981.

The final segment of Premier
Zhao's reporl delivered on De-
cember 1 covcerned China’s
Sixth Five-Year Plan (1981-85)
now under preparation and the
country's economic prospects,
the main points of which are as
follows:

— A fundamental change for
the better in China’s finance
and economy will be the main
target of the Sixih Five-year
Plan. During this period. there
will be s vertain rate of econom-
it grovih  although the pace

~— The speed of economic
growth can be increased if a
good foundation is laid during
this period. The last decade of
this century will very likely be
a period of vigorous economic
development, People of the
whole country should work hard
in a unified way to increase
the gross output of industry
and agriculture threefold within
20 years and ensure an improv-
ed living standard for the peo-
ple. These =fforts will provide
us with a new economic base
which will allow China 10 quick-
ly advance to the ranks of the
economically developed coun-
tries.

— The 1982 plan calls for an
increase of 4 per cent in the to-
tal output value of industry
and agriculture. Efforts will be
made to exceed this figure. The
1981 increase is estimated at
around 3 per cent. As for the
national income in 1982, an in-
crease of 4 per cent over that
of 1981 is also planned.

— Bureaucracy in political
life and economic management
is a serious obstacle to the de-
velopment of the national econ-

omy. Organization reduction
cannot be very fast. or amalgamation will start with
-_
“ Yuwunn Welmin (second from right). coach of (he Chinese women's

vulleyball 1eam, chatting with olher depulics (o the NPC during
the reeess,
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departments under the Siate
Council and be completed with-
in a limited period of time.
These departments should set
an example for local pgovern-
ments at all levels.

— Economic legisiation and
judicial work must be sirength-
ened so as to deal cffectively
with all Kkinds of economic
crimes. Any government func-
fionary engaged in such crim-
inal activities will be severely
punished.

In his report, Minister of
Finance Wang Binggian said
that the state budget for 1982
projected revenue at 110,000
million yuan, 3.9 per cent more
than this year, and tota) expen-
ditures at 113.000 million yuan,
4 per ceni more than this year's
figure. To ensure steady deve-
lopment in the national econo-
my, the budget will show =2
3.000 million yuan deficit be-
cause some expenditures cannot
be further reduced while others
will have to be increased.

He said that while state ex-
penditures are expccted (o be
13.390 million yuan less than last
vear, an increased amount of
money has been spent on cul-
ture. education, health work
and science. Education costs are
expected to rise by 8.1 per cent,
health work 7.2 per cent, and
science 21.3 per cent, adding up
to a total 1.370
million yuan over last year.

increase of

During the pane) discussions.
the deputies unanimously af-
firmed the government’s
achievements last year. Xu
Dixin, a noted economist. said
that it was a remarkable success
for China to reduce its financial
deficit from 17,000 million yuan
in 1979 and 12,750 million yuan

5
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Depulies from Lhe agriculiural front.

in 1980 to 2.720 million yuan this
year. lhereby basically achiev-
ing a balance between expendi-
ture and revenue. All this should
be attributed to the Parly's
correct policies and the united
efforts of the pcople throughoul
the nation. The (irst 10 months
of this vear saw an increase of
9.500 million yuan of savings
deposits in both urban and rural
areas, which indicated that the
government ¢njoved the trust of
the people

A deputy from Tianjin point-
ed out that Premier Zhao's re-
did

porl nat attach due im-
purtance ta combating waste.
He =aid thal economic waste

directly retarded the increase of
cLonomic returns.

Muny deputies suggested wavs
to help improve the
ment’'s work.

govern-

The Fourth Session ol the
Filth NPC held a plenary meet-
ing on December 7. during
which the deputies heard a work
report of the NPC Standing
Commiitee. explanations  of
soveral drafl laws. work reporis
of the Supreme People’'s Court
and ol the Supreme People's
Procuraturate. and an explana-
tion of the draft resolulion call-
ing for a nationwide voluntary
tree-planting campaign.

6
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Economic and Technical
Co-operation

To haslen its economic con-
struction, the Inner Mongnslian
Autenomous  Region plans to
ungertake 67 co-operative
projects with more technologi-
cally and economically advanced
provinces and municipalities.

With an area of 1.2 million
square kilometres, Inner Mon-
golia  abounds in  natural
resources such as coal, iron and
non-ferrous metals. Its reserves
ol rare-earth elements rank
first in the world. It leads the
nation in  animal husbandry
with 87 million hectares of
pastureland. Timber reserves
in the 10 million hectares of
forests stand at 940 million
cubi¢ mietres. )

Bul economic development in
Inner Mongolia is handicapped
by backward local technology.
Reliance upon the area's own
limited financial and wmaterial
vesources has hampered the
rapid  exploitation of local
natural resources. For this
reason. the people's government
of the autonomous region
decided to co-operale with

other provinces and municipah-
ties.

Beijing, Shanghai and six
provineces have jointly invesied
in a project to open up a vast
area of primitive. overgrown
forest in Inner Mongolia and to
promote the mulli-purpose
utilization of [orestry resources.
To maximize use of The reginn’s
huge beet crop. the city of
Tianjin and lw:t provincex are
helping to build and expand
three suga) millg with an an-
nual capacity of 20.000 icns
each. Other co-operative proj-
ecls under construction include
dairy products processing
factories and cattle- and shee
breeding centres, Investmen?
from the various provinces and
municipalities  presently  tolal
more than 100 million yuan.

In addition. Shanghai. Bel-
jing, Tianjin and some other biy
cities will provide cxperiise to
[nner Mongolia in such areas as
electroplating and spray-paint-
ing bicvele parts, foodstuff
processing, drug-making. tan-
ning angd paper-making,

All of the co-operative proj-
ects have been worked out
within the f(ramework of state
plans and in line with the
principle of mutual help and
mutual benefil. “

This 1ype of inter-reginnal
co~operation is 3 new phenom-
enon in China's ongoing drive
for economic readjustment and
transformation. It is conducive
to moving away from economic
management which relied
mainly on administrative deci-
sion-making. In the past. each
different governmemi depart-
ment and locality acted on its
own with little or no co-opera-
tion or exchange between them.
This practice seriously hinderead
the development of local natural
resources and thereby affected
overall economic results.

Beijimg Review. No. 50
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Food Processing Industry

The China National Associa-
tion of Food Processing Indus-
lry was set up recently. Du
Ziduan. Vice-Minister of Agri-
culture. wasx elected ils presi~
den.

An administrative organiza-
lion. the _ussociation has been
entrusted by the governmenti Lo
co-ordinate the work of food
processing enterprises and map
put a unified plan for develop-
ment. Two of its affiliated or-

Mmyanizations. he dairy products
and baby food associations, have
been sel up ana  preparatory
work [or another 10 s under
way.

Sales of processed food account
for about half of Lthe country’s

total retail sales i consunmer
goods. In 1980. the total output
value of this industry was

536.800 million yuan. a 5.8-fold
increase over thal of 1952, Des-
pite this rate of growth. the
feod  processing induslry still
falls behind the Increasing needs
of the peonple. The quantily and
variety on sale in both the
cities and the countryside are in-
sufficient. and quality leaves

ﬂmuch to be desived.

Tihe technique of processing

has to be improved. Backward-
ness in this field is due to the
fact that, for a long time, it has
not received sufficient atten-
tion. As the industry is under
the charge of more than a dozen
departments, there is no unified
planning and co-ordination. In
the case of some raw materials,
such as grain and milk, the sup-
oly is insufficient; in the case
of others, such as various kinds
of fruit, there is enormous
waste resulting from tardy
transportiation and processing. In
addition. there are also the
problems of insufficient invest-
ment, outdated equipment and
backward technology.

In the last few years, the
Party and government have re-
peatedly stressed the importance
of developing the [ood process-
ing industry. The cstablish-
ment of the said association
will help solve these problems.

The State Council has decided
Lo allocate 5 million tons of
grain to increase food produc-
lion. With good harvests for
vears running and with 1the
steady development of animal
husbandry and sideline occupa-
tions, the industry is assured of
an abundant supply of raw ma-
terials.  And with the rise in

Candiecs prodaccd by the NHuashan Candy Factory in Shanghai
bave a good markel at home and abroead.
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the inceme of both urban and
rural residents, there will be a
large market for processed food.
The prospect of the food pro-

cessing industry in China is
bright.
SOCIAL

Pay Rise lor
School Teachers

Nearly 12 million teachers of
middle and primary schools got
a raise in salary as of October
1. 1981. Most were given a one-
grade promotion, while u small
number of teachers who had
performed outlstanding service
were given two-grade promo-
tions. Their salaries range from
42 to 120 yuan a month, and a
one-grade promotion amounis
to 5-12 additional yuan.

One-fifth of China's popula-
tion of 1.000 million are in mid-
dle and primary schools. ie., an
average of one child from each
household.

Teachers of middle and pri-
mary schools shoulder the heavy
responsibility of bringing up a
new generation with socialisi
consciousness, yet their salaries
arc generally lower than pevple
working in other {ields. A raise
in pay is, therefore, conducive
to an improvement in basic
education for the children.

Since the smashing of the
gang of four in October 1976, the
state has shown great concern
for improving the living stand-
ard of workers and staffl
members. In spite of the limited
financial resources, the State
Council made wage readjust-
menis (including salaries of
school teachers) “on two occa-
sions —in 1977 and in 1979.
After investigations into the

~1



salary situation of teachers, the
Party Central Committee and
the State Council decided that
priovity should be given this
year to further raising their
salaries.

School teachers in the rural
areas. who are not on the state
payroll and therefore not cover-
ed by the recenl salary read-
justiment. will receive an aver-
age increase of 50 yuan a year.
10 be paid from the state sub-
sidy.

A small number of workers
and stall members in the medi-
cal and healih departments. out-
standing athletes. coaches and
physical culture workers. whose
salaries used to be as low as the
school teachers. also got a pay
increase as of October 1 this
year.

Performing for the
Peasants

Thirtcen well-known theatri-
cal companies in Beijing re-
cently toured lhe countryside
and performed for the peasants
in a number of provinces and
autonomous regions

The performing groups, sent
by the Dongfang (Oriental)
Song and Dance Ensemnble. the
Central Ballel Theatre, the China
Beijing Opera Theatre and
others, included celebrated ar-
tists of the older generation as
well as up-and-coming young
performers.

The Dongfang Song and

Dance Ensemble. which spe-
cializes in folk songs and dances
of various countries, sent out
two teams. One gave five per-
formances for the peasants on
the outskirts of Beijing, and the
other toured the villages south
of the Changjiang River,

Several groups from the Chi-
na Beijing Opera Theatre per-
formed for the peasants in He-
bui and Liaoning Provinces.

Sixty members of the Central
Ballet Theatre delighted the
peasants of Hunan and Guang-
dong Provinces with perform-
ances of an art many of them
had not had the chance to see
before. Artists of Lhe Central
National Music Ensemble visited
the villages in Fujian, Henan,
Anhui, Zhejiang and Xinjiang.

These (roupes were given a
rousing welcome wherever they
went. [(n some places, whole
villages turned out to watch
these performances by the na-
tion’s top-notch stage artists.

Meanwhile, many well-known
writers, playwrights and poets
also went to the rural areas.
frontier regions and areas in-
habited by minorily nationali-
lies to live amieng the peasants
#nd herdsmen and learn from
real life.

China's political and economic
situation i1s getting better and
better. especially 1n the rural
areas. With improvement in
their livelihood, the peasants
wish to see more and better per-
[urmances. and writers, play-

Perforing for commune members in Qinghai Province's Ledu Counly.

3

wrights and poets are eager to
portray the changes that have
taken place in their lives.

Man's social life is the source
of literature and art. While the
people provide malerials for ar-
tistic creation, literary and art
workers should serve themy and
satisfy their cullural needs. Wri-
ters and arlists should maintain
[lesh-and-blood ties with the
people (the 800 million peasants
constitute the vast majority of
China's populution). and il they
should fail 10 do so, they would
not be able to produce good
works.

The people need art, but
writers and artists need thef§
people even more.

FOREIGN
RELATIONS

Huang Hua Visits Five West
African Countries

Vice-Premier and Minister of
Foreign Affairs Huanp tua paid
a visit to five Wesl African
counfries at the invitalion
of the Governments of Ni-
geria. Guinea. Mali, Senegal
and Ghana.

His visit to Lhese countries,
from mid-November to earl_\“
December, was [ruitful and en-
hanced mutual understanding
and friendship.

Huang Hua exchanged views
wilh leaders of these countries
on major international issues
and bilaterul rclations and they
shared similar or identical views.

e They arve all opposed to in-
terference in the internal affairs
of a sovereign state or armed
aggression by any foreign f{orees.
They are against racism, racial
diseriminabion and [oreign con-
trol in whatever form in south-
ern Africa. the Middle East and
other parts of world.

Beijing Review:, No. 50
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» They expressed support for
the Namibian people's struggle
for independence. Lhe struggle
of the wpeople in  South
Africa for freedom and emanci-
pation from racizt rule, and the
Palestinian people’s siruggle o
recover Lheir lost Lerritories ang
to establish their own state.

o They reached 4 common
stand on the guestion of North-
South ceconomic relations, and
pledized to continue their efforts
for global negotiations al an
early date.

Huang Hua pledged China’s
firm support for 2 candidate
from the third world countries
for the position of UN Sccre-
tarv-General. He reiterated Lthat
the Chinese Government and
pcople unswervingly adheve (o
the foreign policy formulated by
the late Chairman Mao Zedong
and Premier Zhou Enlai. They
will always share weal and woe
wiih the African countries and
people and march forward
shoulder to shoulder with them,

In Nigeria. Huuanyg Hua held
talks with President Shehu Sha-
gari, Vice-President Alex Ek-
wuenme and Minister of Foreign
Affaiys Ishayva Audu un separate
,occasions.  Huang  Hua  noted
that Nageria has atlached impor-
tance to the development of an
independent national cconomy.
initiated the establishment of
the economic commuaniny  of
West African stales and other
regional economic organizations,
and adhcred to a policy of nen-
trality and nnn-alighment. He
also pointed that Nigeria
has made mportant contribu-
lions 1o the search for peace and
stability in Chad and fm1 Nami-
bia's independence at an early
date,

m

China and Nigeria signed an
apreement on cultural co-opera-
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tion and another one on long-
term trade,

According 10 the new trade
agreement., the (wo countries
will continue Lo grant each other
most favoured nation Lreatment
in imports and exports and will
increase the trade volume to
achieve a balance in trade. The
two sides also agrced o form a
joint  commiltee 1o promole
lrade.

President Shehu Shagari ac-
cepted an invitalion to visi(
China extended 1o him by
Huang Hua on behalfl of Premier
Zhao Zivang.

In Guinea. Huang Hua exchang-
ed views with President Sekou
Toure on the devclopment of
friendship and co-operalion be-
tween China and Guinea and on
international 1ssues of common
concern.  They expressed the
hope that co-operation would be
increased so that the two coun-
trics would make positive con-
tributions to the struggle againsi
imperialism and colonialism,

Huang Hua took part in a
mass tallv to mark the J1th an-
niversary of the victory over the
fore:gn mercenary aggression.
In his speech at the rally, Huang
Hua spuke highly of the glorious
tradition ol the Guinean people
in fighting against imperialism
and colonialism. He stressed
that African countries. like the
other third world countries,
have plaved an increasingly im-
portant international
affairs and are a powerful lorce
in combating puwer polilics and
safeguarding world pcace.

In Mali. Huang Hua held talks
with Minister of Foreign Affairs
and International Co-operation
Alioune Bloudin Beve.

role  1n

President Moussa Traore ve-
cetved Huang Hua and had a
cordial and friendly salk with

eVENTS & TREMDS

him. The Prcsident praised the
relations of frivndship belween
Mali and China and the [riendly

co-nperation between the Llwo
couniries.
In Senegal. President Abdou

Diouf received Huang Hua.
They expressed satisfaction with
the develapment of bilateral re-
lutians in the past decade sinee
the establishment of diplomatic
relations Dbetween China and
Senegal.

On behalf of Premer Zhao
Ziyang, Huang Huu extended an
invitation 1o President Diouf to
visit China. President Diouf ac-
cepled the invitation.

Huang Hua held lalks wilh
Prime Minister Habib Thiam.
Minister ol State {nr Foreign
Affairs Moustapha Niasse and
President of the Economic and
Social Committee Magatte Lo on
sepavate occasions. They ex-
pressed the hope thal eco-opera-
lion between the two countries
in many lields would be
strenglhencd.

In Ghana. President Hilla Li-
mann received Huang Hua and
Foreign Minister Chinebuah
held talks with him.  Both
sides stressed the importance of
developing the national econo-
my. Huang Hua smd that. at
present, the old internatianal
economic order. the control ol
multi-national  companies and
inequitable terms of lrade are
the commuon problems confront-

ing the developing countries,
These problems obsiruet their
efforts 1w develop ther own
cconomy.  Huang Hua stressed
the necd fur the develuping
couniries 1o form a common
stralegy o establish a  new
economic urder,

China and Ghana signed a

five-vear agreement on cultural
co-operation,

Y
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Democratic Kampucheo

Alliance Against Viet Nam

EMOCRATIC  Kampuchea
called on ils garmy. people
and residents 1o dis-
cuss the voan
resistance
their

strengthen

VTSN

ition o1 the thrvee
and

opinivns  on

forees express
hoswe Lo
the country's resis-
tance ly the Vietnamese aggres
sion. A communigiie  wWas  re-
Yeased on November 30 by the

Permianen! Commitiee of  the
People’s Congress of Kampu-

chea, the Government of Dem-
ocratic . Kampuchea and  the
Patriotic and Democratic Front
of the Great National Union of
Kampuchea, 1L dealt with (he
achievements of the Lipartite
ad hoc commitlee’s talks and
the Singapore proposal.

Tripartite ad Hoc Committee

The ripartile ad hoc com-
miitee was sel up on the basis
of a [our-point statement signed
by the leaders (Khiey Samphan.
Samdceh  Norodom  Sihanouk
and Son Sann) of the (nee
Kampuchean [actions on Sep-
iember 4 in  Singapore. The
committee miel in nine sessions
in Bangkok between September
13 and November 14 to discuss
how o {orm & coalition govern-
ment.  In the ninth session the
three sides while reserving their
differences achieved some ma-
Jjor agreemenls. progress based
on the first eight sessions. Ac-
cording to the communique re-
leased by Democratic Kam-
puchea. the tripartite ad hoc
commiitee basically agreed onn
the political principles, the polit-
ical programnies (internal and
external policies). the compoasi-
tion of the Standing Com-
mitiee of the People's Rep-

10

resentative Assembly, as well
as the siruciure and the prmci-
ples of the compaosition of the
coalition government.

The political principles  in-
clude: No side shall claim all
powers of the coalition govern-
men! Lo self; the (hree sides
should be represented in  Lhe
struciure and composition of the
covernment: the cabinet should
decide tmportant guestions by
consensus Lthrough consultations;
the legitimacy of the institution
in Democratic Kampuchen must
be maintained during the prep-
arations Lo f{orm the coalition

REPORTS & COMMENTS

so thal ihere will
be no upportunity lor Viet Nam
and the Union
Lion Lhe country's legal statos.

= et Lo ques-

altained  at
hoe

resulls
iripartite  ad

e
boen tejecled by his ex-
cetloney Sann insists
ot ail the cenditions he has put
forth.”” These conditions arc that
his [aclion must have [he pri-
mary pesition in the cozlition
und occupy mosl of the ministe-
vizl posts and that leaders of De-
mocratle Kampuchea be “exiled
from Lhe country’

com-
said,

corminuninue

Son whes

Singapore Proposal

During their stay in Thailund
from Nnvember 21 to 24. Sinpa-

Kampuchean Communist Party Disselved

HIZ Central Committee of

the

Communjst Party ol Yain-

puchea (CPK) has announced its dissolulion.

The December 6 press yelesse ot the CPK Coenlral Coot
announcing the decision indicated thal the Lorime
bers will continue to fight for Lthe nutional ine
eignty. territorial integrily, peace and peutrals
Kampuchea by resisting the Le Duan cligue agzu

The press release also said that the

ey

Pariy's mom-

lepende

LUe, suvVer-

ol Demneratic

O8S0LE,

thssoluiion resuits from

a2 scrupuloos discussion which began in Felbvuary. 1979 and the
deciston made at the Congress ol tne Kunipuchean Comniuonist

Party on September 3-6. [1R1.

This was done in urde

1o cairy

out Ihe polihecal programme of Karmpuchea's Patriotic and
Democralic Front of Lhe Greal Natiwnuol Uunjon, uapder (he

present historical conditions in wlich the Fampuchean people
are wayging an arduous struggle against the =Sovict-bDacked Viet-

namese Le Duan clique. which is attompting

Kampuchean pation.

The press release indicaled {hat after ‘he

Lo exterminate the

dizsolulinn of the

Parwy, the Government of Demaocratic Kampuehca will continue
to lead the Kampuechean National Arniy, seervillios and the Kam-
puchean people in their fight until all the Vietnamese aggressors

are driven out of Kampuchea.

The dizsolution
patrivts to bring thelr abihties and wiscdem o

permits ol the
full play and

engage in political affaws through varicus means.
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pore  Depulv Prime Min-
tster in charge of foreign ar-
favs Sinnathamby Rajaratnam
and TForeign Minister Suppiah
Dhanabalan pul forth a new
prapusal for the three resistance
forces to form a loose coalifion
government in Kampuches.

The propuosed coalition
crnment would be “comprisced
of a head of slate oy a president.
A prime  mintster. a  deputy
prime minister and three min-
1sters each representing one of
the three (actions to be respon-
sible {or defence co-ordination
and for cu-ordination of infor-
mation and propaganda.”” In
P ke coolifiog, the proposs) said.
laction

gov-

Treavh maimtaing ils in-
dependence and is Tree to dis-
seminile s vwn polities] pro-
The
coalition governmen:t would “be
concerned anly with the
objectivie  nf  pursuing  the
struggie against Vietnamese oc-
cupation, after wiich it wit] be
ndonatically dissolved to pave
the way for the sclection of a
governiment through frec elec-
tions vonducted by the United
Natfions.”

gramme and philosophy.”

soi¢

The proposal made unteces-
sary the 10th session of the tri-
partite ad hoe committee which
was scheduled {o be held o No-

vember 24, A
‘P':sued by the

release is-

Eni-

Iew.:

Singapore

United States

bassy in Bangkok said Son Sann
accepted  in principle  Singa-
proposal. The repre-
sentative of Norodom Sihanouk
made it c¢lear that :f the ather
two factions agreed, he would
amree as well. The Democratie
Kampuchean side said that be-
the proposal presented
ncw questions and was different
from the agreemenl reached in
Bangkok by the tripartite ad
hoe committec. il needed Lime
lo study the proposal and would
respond within lwo months,

pt\l'()'.‘i

cause

Democratic Kanipuchea main-
tained  in its  November 30
communigque that with regard
to any propusal to form a coali-
tion governmenl Lhesc points
must be upheld: no single side
shoeuld be alivwed to dominale
in the power organs: the legiti-
macy ol the institutions of
Democratic Kampuchea should
nol be challenged so no oppor-
tunity is created for anyone to
question  the country’s  legal
stalus; Lhe achievements of Lne
nine xessions of lhe tripartite ad
hoec commitee should be the
basis.

Demacratic Kampuchea in a
cireular called on people to dis-
the coalifion government
preblem conscientiously and re-
spond this month so that it will
bc able o make a considered
dedswon,

[RIREE

Arrogant Anti-China Elements

HINA has rvepealedly

nounced its opposilion to
the proposed sale of US avms
tn Taiwan. The Chinese media
have consistenily refuted
arguments put forward Lo
justily armes sales to Taiwan, a
position based on the discredii-
ed two Chinas”’ theory. Never-
theless, some  Americans  are
suggesting 1hat the US Govern-

an-

dls0
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ment should go ahead wilh the
proposed sale regardless of Chi-
na's reaction. These Americans
are acting like overlords,
Theory of “Boundless
Sovereignty”

A C‘reader”  who  recently
wrote to The Washington Post
aboutr this issue typical,
presumptuous overlord. He sug-

is a

gested that the decision on Tai-
wan should be "made in Wash-
ington.  nol in  Pekinpg.”
That 1s tantamount Lo saving
that in maliers concerning Tai-
wan, which is a territory of Chi.
na, China is supposed to
arders from Washingten.

undisguised arrogance!

Indeed. there are
the United Stares whu live in
the 1980s. but belicve that Chi-
na's sovereignly is limited ard
that of the United Stlates s
boundless. Their conceptian of
American  authority  yeminds
peaple of Brezhnev's theory of
“Timited sovercignty™ {for coun-
trics other than the Soviel Union
i the “sucialist camp™],

China hias never said dny-
thing aboui how the US Gov-
ernmentl should adnumister s
affairs in, say. Hawaii. Su by
what right does Waushington
presime 1o have the authority
w deeide on a matier involving
Taiwan, which is part of China's
terrilory? Is it simply because
the United States is a superpows-
er and has a1 big nuclear arsen-
al that some Americans claim
the right to unlimited power in
affairs on Chinese sml?

uhe ¥
What

p rI.‘)lC’ i

Alleged "Pressures”
Somelimes such  hegemonic
ideas are painted with blinding

colours. The above-mentioned
“reade’”  urged the United
States not to “capitulate to
PRC's pressures.” He o also

vlaimed that a decisinn fo cancel
the proposed arms sales to Tai-
wan will humilia-
tion for the Uniled States.

represent o

How can 1t be called exerting
“pressures’ un a foreign coun-
try when China, as a sovereign
state, refuses (o be subdued by
the high-handedness of any
superpower by firmly defending
ils lerritorial integrity? Was it
an act of “capililating” to "‘pres-
sures” when [ormer US Presi-
dent Richard Nixon signed ihe

11
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Shanghai Communique in 1972?
Was former US President Jim-
my Carter “eapitulating™ to
“pressures” when he establizsh-
ced diplomalic relations with
China at the end of 19787

The actual “pressures” on the
US result from its declining
power and the difficulties it is
experiencing in its attempts to
deal with the aggressive offen-
sives of the Soviet Union. This
is why the Uniled States desires
to develop strategic relalions
with China. counting on her
support in defence of its stra-
legic interests. This decisive
policy suppurts the stralegic in-
terests of the United Stiates.
Everyone conscious of the best
interests of the United Siates
realizes that il is being helped
by its present association with

REPORTS & COMMENTS

China. The interests of both the
Chinese¢ and American peoples
can be best served by continued
adberence to the principles
spucified in the Shanghai Com-
munique and the agreement on
the establishment ol diplomatic
relations between Chind and the
United States. This obviously

precludes selling arms to the
Tajwan authorities.
On the other hand. (b acl

upon the will of a small num-
ber of arrogani anti-China ele-
ments will place the United
States in a hegemonic position
claiming  “boundless  sover-
cignty.” which will make )t lose
face in a big way before lhe
world and damage its [un-
damental interests.

— Commentary by Xin-
hua corrvesponden

US-Israeli “Strategic Co-operation”

Report From Washington

HE United States is being

condemned by some Arab
countries and it is now in an
awkward position in regard o
the Middle East because of the
November 30 “memorandum of
understanding on strategic co-
operalion” which il signed wilh
[srael.

The United States actually
established a co-operative alli-
ance with Israel long ago
Therefore. the receni agreement
on ‘‘slrategic co-operation” indi-
cates that becrause of important
changes in the interna-
tional  situation — particularly
the Middle East — the Uniled
States and lsrael are no longer
in full agreement regarding their
sirategic goals.

US Policy Adjustment '

In the past. the two couniries’
sirategic co-operation was based

12

on the United Siates” use oi
Israel as “a hatchet man™ to
protect its interest in the Middle
East. while Israel commitled
aggression and expansion with
US blessings.

Pressed by the need to contain
the Soviet Union, the United
Stales has begun to change its
policy of supporting Isracli
aggression ugainst Arab coun-
tries. It has also begun 1o seeck
better relations with Arab c¢oun-
tries. This became parlicularly
clear after the Soviet Union
invaded Afghanistan and there-
by significantly increased its
threat to the Middle East.

Shortly after his inauguration.
Presidemt Ronald Reagan calicd
for a “strategic consensus’” with
countries in the Middle Easi.
Apart from ns pgood relations
with Egypt and Jordan. the
United States has succeeded in

removing domestic objections to
this policy. The recent approval
of the controversial AWACS
deal with Saudi Arabia is an
indication of (he Reagan ad-
ministration's successful adjus{-
ment of US policy. The United
States also displayed interest in
the eight-puint Middle East
peace plan formulated by Saudi
Crown Prince Fahd. In addition.
the United Siates has been
trving (o enlist permission o
establish a military presence in
some Gulf countries.

Israeli Worries

The arc  obviously
worried about Lhis US poliey
adjusimenti., In recent months,
Israel has increased military
provocalions against neighbour-
countries, attempiing o
heighten tensions in the Middle
East. TIsrael’'s desire to sign a
“strategic  co-operation™  pact
with the United States rep-
resented its effort to prevent
the Reagan administration from
improving relations with (he
Arab countries.

Israclis

ing

During the negotiations, Israel
the pact as
substantial us possible in order
Lo establish itself as the Uniteg
States” most uselul and most
appreciated security partner in
the region. However. the United
States. voncerned abaut a nega-
Arab sought (o
generalize the pact. US officials
repeatedly signalled to the news
media that Jsrael’s demand was
wo high Lo be satislied. Judging
from the wording oY the
“memorandum.”  the United
States scems Lo have golten its
way.

sought w make

tive reaction.

Washington’s Choice

The Washinglon Post said in
4 recent commentary that

Beiyimg Review. No. 50



Israel’s request lor such a pacl
scemed intent on compelling the
United States to choose between
its Israchh interests and Arab
interests. when the basie Ameri-
can policy 15 1o L1y Lo pursue
them buoth,

Bt reality  oftem  conflicrs
with one's wishes. While the
laraelts conlinue to reject con-
ciliation and persist in acting in
towards the
Arab peoples. the “sirategic co-
operation™  with  1hem  will
certainly  lead to the Unitcd
States” further alienation from

a hostile manner

Arab nations. thus making s
“strategic  consensus”  in the
region more difficult to achieve.
The predictable result is that
the United States will continue
Lo Tind agell in an awkward
position n regard to ifs com-
petition with (he Soviet Union
in this vital. strategic region.
For the Uniled States. the only
reasonable course 18 to end ils
partiality for Israel. promote a
settleme:n:t ol the
East issue und thereby
about the required
consensus,”

Just
bring
“stravegic

— Wu Jwn

The Mitterrand Visit

Report From Algiers

RENCH President Francois
Mitterrand's recent visit to
Algeriaz  al the invitalion nf
Algerian President Chadli
Bendjedid indicates the com-
miimen! of each nation lo im-
proved relitions.
The nint statement issued

alter the November 30 o De-
cember 1 meeting emphasized
each nation's intention to mak-
ing contributions tn an improv-
ed plobal econumic order and
supporting the United Nations'
emergency global negotiations.

One member of the Secreta-
riat of the Algerian Central
Commiliee of the National Lib-
eralion Front  said  Mitier-
rand’s visit represents the be-
ginning of a new era in French-
Algertan relations

Mitterrand. who said that
the visit was conducled in a
“[riendly atmosphere.” also in-
dicated that a era of
friendly  relations  between
France ard Algeria is at hand.

new

Mutual Efforts

Relations between the (wo
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nations have bren troubled for
some time. Since Algeria won
independence in 1962, France
and Algeria have hud biy dis-
putes over the prices of wine. oil
and natural gas and immigrants.
These conflicts have frequently
resulted in strained relations.

The French Socialist Party.
which came 1o power last May.
has miade significant elforts to
improve relations with Algeria.
The French Government re-
cenlly indicated that it will not
expel large numbers of Alge-
rian immigrants and that it
will permit them to remain in
France for longer periods. In
addilion to establishing a spe-
cial fund to train immigrants
who want (o return lo Algeria

with professional skills, the
French Government has re-
lurned important  documents
which the French took with
them when they withdrew
from Algeria.

These measures have been

l[avourably received in Algeria
where the government has be-
gun to initiate correspondingly
conciliatorv measures. Despite

Middle-

the problems which have f[re-

quently strained relations be-
tween the two nations. the
Algerians nave never stopped

supplving France with natural
gax.

France and the Third World

Mitterrand’'s  ef{ort  to  mm-
prove relations between his
country and Algeria is obvious-
Iv conmsistent wilh his goal of
strengthening French lies with
the third world in general and
Africa in particular,

“Algerin is playing an im-
portant role in the Mediterra-
nean. Arab world.
the third world.”
Palace
Vauzelle.

Africa and

savs Elvsee

spokesman Michel

“Algeria also  occupies  a
particularly impnoriant place on
the warld politieal scene.” he

added.

In his speech before the Al-
gevian parliament. Mitterrand
said that French-Algerian
operation will be “exemplary”
in regard to the establishment
of ties between the industrializ-
ed north and the developing
south. This is a positive de-
velopment which should prove
conducive to stability in the
Middle East and favourable for
the maintenance of world peace
and the struggle against he-
gemonism.

co-

Despite these posilive factors.
the situation remains complex.

Although Mitterrand was
warmly received in Algeria.
certain problems remain. This

is particularly true in regard to
France's evolving immigrant
policies and Algeria’s natural
gas prices.

— Ke Yuelin
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Articles & Docuoments

China’s Special Economic Zones

The Chinese Government has set up four spe-
cial economic zones. They are located in
the cities of Shenzhen, Zhuhai and Shantou
of Guangdeong Province and the city of
Xiomen of Fujian Province (see p.17).

Politically, the special economic zones are
based on assurance of China’s state sov-
ereignty and governing authority is entirely in
China’s hands, Ecenomically, they are essen-
tially based an state capitalism.

PPROXIMATELY 300 special cconomic zones

have been established in about 75 countries
and regions 1 the world today (some are called
free trading zones, some processing-exporting
zones and sume tax-free trading zones). Prac-
tices vary belween countries. Special economic
zones are set up when a country delimifs a spe-
cial area where, through exempiion of customs
duty. it formulates various preferential condi-
tions and provides publiv facilities 20 as (o at-
tract foreign investors to set up factories whose
finished prixiucts are mainly for export. Insofar
as caprtalist social systems are concernad. few
prublems arizse for those countries which set up
special economic zones because Lhe characleris-
lics of such zones are essentially compatible with
the development of ¢apitalism.

Sume people wonder why China, a socialist
country, has set up special zones which permit
the manocuvre of foreign capital. They ask:
Conteessions were climinated a long time ago,
why are a few areas with foreign investment
being operated in the manner of concessions?
They also want to know whether the (our spe-
cial economic zones represeni a revival of the
forniea” concessions.

Although impratant, such concerns are nver-
simplified and superficial. The situation can be
best understood within context of the past and
the nation’s present stale of development. At
the end of the 19th century. [foreign capital
poured into China. This was a resell of invasion
by imperialist powers which used “gunboat
diplomacy” to impose unequal treaties on China

The author is vice-president of the Chinese
Academmy of Social Seences and corncurrently direc-
lor of its Institule of Economics.
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by Xu Dixin

and inlringed upon its state sovercvignty, The
foreign capital presently bemng invested o Chi-
no is nor based on “unegual {reaties.” but on
the assurance of China's state sovercignty  The
special cecanomic zones do not represent the re-
vival of former concessions because authority
over them s entirely in China's hands. Be they
joint ventures with Chinese and foreign invest-
ments set up in the special zones or enterprises
run exclusiveiy by foreign or oversens Chinese
capital, they must observe the Chincse Govern-
ment's decrees and regulatinns, payv business and
income taxes vceorgding Lo provisions and abide
by China's labour laws,

Although shey represenl a minor ¢change in
state economic policy. the special ceonomic zoncs
are nol in basic confhict with China’s socialist
economic system.  The economy i the speaal
zones encompasses the socialist state sconomy.
the collective  economy  and  the individual
ceonomy, bul state capitalism has the lon's
share.
lries, compensatory irade. co-nperative enter-
prises and joint ventwres e all state capitalist
cconomic activities.  Strictly spesking. the en-

Processing maferinls for foreizn coun-

terprises run by foreign or oversess Chinese cap-
ital constitute o kind of capitalist economy. but
lhe activities of such enterprices are subiret to
contri] and regulation by the governments of the
special zones. As a rexull, they are special kinds
of capitalist enterprises. Lenin clearly  said
YState capitalism iz capitalism which we shall
be able to restriet, the limits of which we shall
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be able to 1™ This provides us with a theoret-
ical explanation nf the nature of the enterprises
financed imdividually in the special zones.

Some people worry that the capitalists will
exploit the surplus value of the Jabourers. It
should be admitted thiit some exploitation does
exist in the joint ventures or individually
financed enterprises in the specinl zones.  Ac-
cording 10 China's regulations, joint ventures o
vhierprises  individually financed by Toreign
capitit) or overseas Chinese capital can remit
thelr share of profits abrvad after they have paid
their income tax according to relevant provi-
sicns and with the approval of the authorilies
concerned. The prolils remitted abroad and the
profits retained for reinvestment in the special
zones obviouslv roprosent the surplus value of
the labourers, Hut wiowing fureign or overseas

o, Chinese capiial (o gain profits 1s. i o sense. a

pulicy of nudempuion (that is. a policy of grad-
ually nattonalizing the means of production of
the exploiting classes al a certain price).

Shortly after the founding of the Peo-
nie’s Republic, Lhe government adopted s re-
demptlinn policy towards the national bour-
geoisie in order 1o win its co-operation. Now we
are emplovine a redemption policy to win the
co-operatiar of Toreigr and overseas Chinese
capital. Thus s necoszary for the developmem
of the ceonomies of the sperial zones.

One of the characteristics of special zone
ceonmmniss 15 Lhe fact that they npen the door to
foreign countries,  Take Shenzhen and Zhuhai
[or example, theiv economice ties with Xianggang
{ITongkony) and Aomen (Macuao) are much closer
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than with the interior.  This situation may re-
sult in the close relationship and mutual-effect
between the role of regulating production ac-
cording o market demands and the market
fluctuations of Xianggang and Aovrmen. Within
the special zones. it cannot be suid thal the reg-
ulation of production by slate planning does nm
exist or does not function. - However, if regula-
tion of production by planning 1s made o covel
too large an area, if it becones the main bedy
of the economy of the special zones, then it will
be disrdvantageous to ubsorbing foreign cap-
ital and developing the cconomies of the special
zones.

Special Zones’ Functions

Becaugse the special economic zones in
Guangdong and Fujian Provinces have only been
established for u short period nf time, their role
has not been brought into lull play. The follow-
ing poinis address the concerns most (reguently
oxpressed veparding their operation:

® They serve as bridges for intreducing
foreign capita], advanced iechnolngy and equip-
ment and as classrooms for iraining personnel
capable of wmastering advanced technology.
Both in the process of production ang cirenla-
tion. and in the joint venwures with Chinese and
foreign investments 1n the special zones, we
cun learn the latest techniques and scientifiv
methods of management.

®» To develop the national cconomy and ex-
pediite China's enterprise productinn and man-
agument. it is imperative to promote competl-
tion between regions, between irades and with-

Newly built harboor
in the Shekon indos-
frial area managed
by a Xiinggang
(fHongkong) company.



Explonatory Notes

Forms of Chinese and Foreign
Economic Co-operation

Processing Materials Jor Foreign Businessmen

In accordunce with provisions of the con-
wracts ssened by bath parties. foreign business-
men are to provide raw, senu-{inished apd pack-
ing materials, oF spare purts, accessories. ap-
pliances (sumatimes China-made materials arc
used’y, The toreipn businessmen may also provide
a part of machines instruments and other pro-
ductive vauipment. when necessary. Chinese f{ac-
Luries are 1¢ process these materials inlo finished
prodocts 1 accrdance  with the required
quahty. spectfications, desipns and  sometimes
wademarks nf  forcign  businessmen.  Service
charzes will be pajd fo the Chinese. Money paid
tor caachines and vquipment provided by foreign
businessmen will. as a rule. be dedncted from
service charges

Processing Imported Materials

Raw moaterials will be purchased from iner-
patyonal markets wilh foreign exchange and
processed into export praducts. For example.
imported cotton Wil be processed into lextiles
tor expurts

Csmpensatory Trade

This 1x a form of trade in which credit. nol
cash. is used for setiling accounts. China wil)
use commiotilies or serviges instead ol cash to

pay for the equipment and lechniques provided
by foreign contractors Generally, the practice
of using products manofacturcd with foreign
businessmen’s equipment and lechnigues to piy
for tmported equipment is called “‘direct com-
pensanion.”  The practice of paving with other
producis Is called “indirect compensation ™

Co-aperalive Enlerprises

This is a joinl enterprise set up under a
contract. Co-operative enterprises or businesses
are run in accordance With the principles of
equality and mutual benelit. Funds. industrial
equipment and materials are generally supplied
by foreign businessmen. Land. factory buildings,
the labour force and services are provided bv
China. Rights and nbligations of both sides ure
specified in signed agreements or contracts, A
vertain portion of the products or profits is
distributed (v both sides in accordance with (he
signed agreement. Capital mnvesied and shares
are not used as the basix for profil disiribution
When contracts [or co-operative enterprise ex-
pire. Lhe equipment and machines will be wurned
over to China.

Venlures ¥With Chinese and Foreign Capltal

The term “joint venture” refers to enter-
prises or businesses estabhished with invesiments
[rom {wo or more countries oy regions. They
dre also called joint siock enterprises. Foreign
contractors usually invest equipment and [unds.
China invesis sites, [actory buildings. equipment
and Renminbi. Because such enlerprises are run
with  joint  investmenis and  through  joint
management. Lheir shareholders hold common
responsibility for protfits and losses.

in g4 certan rade.  In the development of the
economies of the special zones — and during
their competition with Xianggang and Aomen —
it 1s possible tn win in the competition by learn-
ing how to make comparisons regarding the reg-
uwlation of production according to market de-
mands. itmprove the guality of goods. develop
new products and reduce production costs

» It 1s possible 1o absorb considerable
amounts ol foreign exchange. It is also possible
to wransier part of the Inreign capital. technol-
ngyv 7 1d cquipment through the special zones 1o
other reginng concerned and sel up new enter-
prises there.

s The country’s special zones can serve as
experimental units in econumic structural re-
form and as schools for learning the taw of
value and the regulation of production accord-
ing 10 market demands.

e By developing the economies of the spe-
anl zones, it s possible 1o employ many young
people waiung f{or jobs.
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Some prople wonder why it is necessary,
more than 30 vears since the (ounding of the
People’'s Republic. to sel up special economic
zones.  They also wonder whether the spucia)
zones signify that China s seceking help {rom
capitalist countries, Such concerns are under-
standable, but unwarranted. Since its establish-
ment. New China has scored brillinnt achieve-
ments in many {ields of work. including econom-
ic construction. But it has also traversed a tor-
tuous path. Compared with {he world's mosl ad-
vanced nations. Chinn's level of production is
still rather jow. Its funds and technology ave
incompitible with the requirements of the mod-
ernization drive.  Furthermore, while imple-
menling its policy of seif-reliunce in economic
consiruction, China dones not exclude co-opera-
tion with capitalism. Facls will prove that
through developing the economies of the specia)
zones, we will be able 1o make use of foreign
and overseas Chinese capital. as well as state
capitalism, to develop China's socialist econnmy.
Economic construction in the special zones will
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possibly become a special form of supplement to
the development uf China's socialist economy.
The total economies of the specia) zones will only
constitule o very small portion of the national
economy. Although the socialist economy will
continue to dominate. the role of the special
zones must not be overlonked.

Policies and Measures

1. The development of the special econom-
ic zones requires emphasis on the word ‘“'spe-
ctal.” For instance. in opening the door to for-
eign countries, il is necessary to simplify pro-
cedures for entry and exil and make things easy
for visitors. In tax rate. it is essential to give
preferential treatment to imported goods in cus-
toms dutics. Tax exemptions {for some goods are

Pnceded. A portinn of the profilk gained by [or-
eign financed enterprises is allowed to be remit-
ted abroad.

2. The essence of developing the special
economic zones lies in the imporl of foreign cap-
ital: making (oreign capiial serve China's social-
ist modernization drive, Given this. the lives
of the people residing in the special zones are
bound to change. Capitalist ideviogy is bound
to increase. This will require us to devote spe-
cial attention to the idevlogical education of peo-
ple in the special zones. Of course. education
and fraining in science and technology should
not be neglected, cithep.

3. The courrency used in the special eco-
nomic zones is mainly Renminbi (people's cur-
rencyv). the use of foreign currencies is limited to
designated areas. Renminbi represents the cur-

™

Japanesc lechnlcian passing on technical know-how (v
2 Chinese worker at a joint Sine-Japancse TV
company.

rency of the People's Republic of China. but in
view of the characteristics of special economic
zZones. il may prove necessary to issue different
currency for them. This is a very complicated
problem which calls for further siudy.

4. Tt would be impossible for ihe special
zones to develop without the support of Chinn's
interior regions. Only when they operate in co-
operation with the interior can the special zones
gain necessary materials. Of course, such c¢o-
operation is based on mutual benefii. And it
can be successful only when the special zones
produce commodities needed by the interior.
This co-operation must be carried out in a plan-
ned way. 0

For Your Reference

Shenzhen—China’s First
Special Economic Zone

HE city of Shenzhen in Guangdong Province

is being transformed into one of the largest
special economic zones in the world. In August
last year. Lhe Chinese Government formally ap-
proved il as a specinl ectmomic zone, which will
use forelzn capital to produce export goods.
Major changes have already taken place.

December 14. 1981

Large numbers of bulldozers and road rollers
are busy working. Hills have been levelled and
low-lying areas filled. Some recently completed
factories have already gone into operation.
Many factories, shops and residential units are
under construction. Foreign vehicdles speed
along the new, but unfinished, roads leading io
Guangzhou. Numerous billboards have been
crected near bus stations and vital communica-
tions lines. Construclion of water, electricity.
communication and navigation projects is in
full swing. -

According to present plans. the total area
of the Shenzhen special economic zone wil)
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FUJIAN

Shantou

GUANGDONG

Guangzhou

Shenzhen

i
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- Xiaznggang —— Y“ﬁ
Jlx.r ""—(Hongkong Br occupied) ] y
--'—g-3_—Aomen ; - ‘S(Y - /
——— (Matcao, Port occupied) ———— 5() —_ s P
. s ""
|
cover 3275 square kilometres (one-sixth of the vd e eleetrames, lipht o oand temnh e
city).  Ninely-eight square kilomelres ol land dustries. Another district i the nuddle
will be used for constrructing projects, an area the city is the Luohu commercial area. Plans
two-thirds of the size ot Shanghaj proper. have beent made to build a 20-story International
China's largest industrial city. The special Commeruial Ceptre and a  id-storv  Lunhu
economic zone 1s to be divided into {1ve sections. Building. Bejore eonstruction of the two build-
The westernmost end is the Shekou industnal ings was started and only a few days after an
area, which has been placed under the admunis- advertisement was published in the newspapers
tration of the China Commercial Shipping every 1loor was rented. A building will be con-
Corporat:on of the Ministry of Communicalions structed 1o house the oflices of Chinese prov-
Thirteen factories are o be built there. two of inces ind vinhes. Forty-three departments have
which will be state enterprises run by the sentoin vennests for rented space. The eastern-
corporation. Three have been financed by foreign most end of the special econumic zone is ocatrnm
merchants and eighv othovs will be  jointly on 1o boys which are ro be developed into
operated with Chinese and {oreign investmoents lourist atea.  Another streteh of land will be
The Shangbu dizstrict  in the centre  wi ased [or residential quirters.  The scenic area
the city i¢ alsa oan industrial area devol- acar the Shenzhen Reservoir will get a new

overseas Chinese settlement '.r‘l’.u-],r

The Luohn commercial area in the Sheazbun spacial zone will ulso have an
Special Economic Zone under construction.

¢eonomic management college.
A stream of Xiangoany andg
Anmen businessmen,  Overasis

smen and finan.
groyps from develuped coun-
tries have come Lo negotiate the
setting up of enterprises From
the bezinning of 1978 o the end
of last June, agreements were
reached o 720 projects. The
tatal sum of investments under
coniract amounts 1o 2.4 billion
Xianggang dollars  (equivalent
to about 400 million US dol-
larg). During the innic
imparied foreign industrial pro-
cessing wis limited to projesis

I s1ape
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requiring small invesi-
ments. Since 1980. agree-
ments have been reach-
ed on 4 number of big
projects. 35 of which
required investments of
10 million Xianggang
dollars.  Seven others
required investments
axceeding 100 million
Xianggang dollars.

Of the 720 project-
od  projects. 548 have
gone into  operation.
Ninety-five others have
started construction. but
have not yet begun pro-
duclion.

Agriculture is an imporiant component of
the special economic zone,  Shenzhen cily has
1,600 square Kilomelres of land in addition lo
the 327.0 square kilometires planned for the
speci:a]l economic zone. It has approximately
300.000 people engaged in agriculture. Lucal
agriculture will provide vegetables. meat. eggs.
fruit, seafoocd und other sideline products. Ef-
(oris will also be made to develop export goods
I mecl Xlanggang's market needs. The zone
has sct up 20 chicken farms. 2.600 heclares of
fish ponds and other production bases

The cconomy is developing by leaps and
bounds. Gress industirial and agricultural out-
put value has increased by a big margin,
amounting to 240 million vuan (about 133
million US doilars), a 20 per cent increase over
1979 Twmal autput value this year is expectied
W be approximately 280 million vuan (abow

(ﬁ.

1 Shenzhen
2 Shekoe

S  indwiral area T TYourst aea

PDecember 14, 1981

Jivlong (Xowlioan)

%/ XIANGGANG

{Hongkonq. Bt occumec)

New look of Wanzai, Zhulai special zone.

155.5 millian US dollars). Industry had an in-
creased snace. 45 per cent m 1900 Financial revs
enue in 1980 was 56 per cen! greater thian that
of 1979. Finanviai revenue in the fivst hall of
this vear was 3.9 time that of the same period
in 1980.

Two Other Special
Economic Zones
in Guangdong

The Zhuhai special zone, which s lovoted
npposite Aomen, has an area of 6.3 square kilo-
metres. 45 per cent of which is devoted Vo in-
dustry, 13 per ceni to residences. 5 per ceni to
seientific research departments and the remam-
der to pa”'k'. schools.
medical aind L
lities  and ‘\lad:j The
primary emphasis 1§ on
lipht and electronivs in-

“th faci-

dusiries a< woell as uthor

trades \\'1: s mterest

foreign businessmen.

Zhuhnt cily is devel-
VPRI a proevssing mdus-
Oy with materiais from
foreign husi
compuen
co-oparatt

NUSIMen,
orv rade and
Nlerprises

ﬁ ‘ S The Xiangehou Woollen

B  Sceniic and cwhwal area
=] vommerzal mea Reswdential area B

MUl iz Chinan's  fivat
compensatory trade fice
Port aees tory,  Between January

and Novembetr 1481,
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Zhuhai city enncluded 72 contracts with
foreigm businessmen.  Numerous [loreign con-
sortiums and banks have expressed interest
in sctting up financial branches in the
Zhuhai special zone. Some foreign businessmen
have indicated that they wam to invest in build-
ing a glassworks with an annual capacity of
5 million standard boxes of giass, an clec-
tronics centre and electrical appliance factories.
Some businessmen are prepared 1o invest
one billion each in Xianggang dollars 1o build
two comprehensive construction projects con-
sisting ol residences. markets and factories.

The Shantou special zone was the one whose
construction was started later than the other
two special zones in Guangdong Province. Ac-
cording to the preliminary plan. this special znne
comprises fwo processing districis and {our cuom-
panies; (1) Thce Longhu processing  district.
which is located in the snuthwest section ui
Longhu village on the ouiskirts of Shantou city.
will eventually encompass 1.6 square kilometres.
An avea of 0.2 squarc kilometre has first been
marked out for the construction projects: (2) the
port area. with u planned total area of 1.7
squarc kilometres. is located in the south ot
Longhu village and east of the fishery port.
where warehouses are to be built. The port dis-
trict is responsible for packaging and shipping
large numbcers of local export goods, including
artwork and ceramics: (3) integrated agricullural
development company. with a total area of 10
square Kkilometres covering the outskirts ol
Shantou and part of Chenghai County. Vege-
table. flower. tree, pig. fish. shrimp. chicken.
duck and goose exporting bases are (o be built
here: some small experimenta) ficlds and seedl-

The Zhuhai Special Keonomic Znae's Yinhai village under vonstruction.

ing nursertes are planned Lo be set up first;
(4) tourism comipany incorporates Lhe Mayu
Island anrd part of Chaoyang County as the
tourist areas of the special cconomic zone.
Houwses and villas {or tourists are to be built
herc: (5) the special economic zone development
company: (8) the scrvice company.

Fxisting enterprises in the urban areas of
Shantou which primarily proguce export goods
can become. after translormation, enterprises of
the special zone and cnyoy itx preferential treat-
ment. Efforts are being devoted to the conslrue-
tion and installation of water and elecirneal
facilities within the special zone.

The Xiamen Special Zone

The construction of the Xiamen special zone<
in Fujian Province on China's seutheast coast
was formally approved by the Cenural Guvern-
meni 1n October last vear.

Xiamen, an island city, covers an area of
1.466 square kilometres. n{ which Xiamen prop~
er takes up 123 square kilomertres. Huli which is
part of 1he special zone occupies an area of 2.5
square kilos,

Xiamen's climate is mild but humid. It has
yich resources, 2 (airly good industrial (ounda-
tion. natural harbows and good water. land and
air Lransporl services. It was one of the first
truding ports opened in China during the mid-
19th century. About 208,000 overseas Chinese
vesiding abroad and Chinese with foreign citt-
zenship are from Xjamen.

[luli is an exporting-
processing industrial-.
district 7 the Xiamen
special economic zone.
This district is 1o be
constructed in two
siages. During the [irst
slage, efforis are con-
ceptraled un the con-
siruction of industria}
buildings covering 1.1
square kilos. including
ground levelling and the
installation of water.
electricity. transpori and
communications facili-
ties. Factories (estimat-
rd al 160.000 squave
melres) and residential
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The Guangming Elcclronies Factory, which
decetoped into a compretensive electronics company.

will

{acilities are also wunder construction. Al pre-
sent. China js financing construction of this
special zone, but foreign merchants are welcome
10 take part in its development. The second stage
of the projeclt will encompass an area of about
1wo square kilos,

fowever. the Xiamen special economic zone
is not confined within the 2.5 square kilos. Al
co-operative  enterprises with  foreign  in-

Academic Discussion

be

vestment in Xiamen which primarily
produce export goods can enjoy the
special zone's preferential treatment.

Between 1979 and 1980, Xiamen
concluded 103 contracts for process-
ing materials and assembling ma-
chines for foreign countries. Service

charges amounted {o 900,000 US
dollars.
Four compensatory trade con-

tracts were signed during the past
two vears, including eel breeding and
a tin can production line in the Xia-
men Canned Food Factory. Foreign
businessmen have invested more than
one million US dollars.

In order to induce foreign capital
to transform Xiamen's existing in-
dustries and increase exports. 25
factories have been selected as
the key units for developing economic co-
operation with foreign countries. The agree-
ments include joint ventures with Chinese and
foreign investments,
processing indusiry with foreign materials and
increasing exparis with existing products. When
each factory has completed its co-operative plan,

co-operative enterprises,

Marxism and Humanitarianism

™

OR a long period in China, humanitarianism

was crilicized because it was considered a
bourgeois ideology. During the last two years.
different opinions have appearved in Chinese
theoretical circles vegarding this topic. Two con-
troversial views have emerged in the articles
published so far by various newspapers and
journals.

One view =suggests that humanitarianism
and Marxism are lundamentally different kinds
of ideological systems and that humanitarianism
which represenls the bourgeois world outlook
should not be used by the proletariat as a

weapon. The reasons can be summed up as
follows:
1) The historical background of the

emergence of the word ““humanitarianism.” h

December 14, 1981

the special zone will invite tenders. Hll
by Li Wen
first appeared after the Renaissance. which

cvolved in the wake of the emergence of the
capitalist mode of production. Therefore.
humanitarianism is considered an ideology
which was created Lo serve the needs of Llhe
bourgeoisie Lo develop capitalism,

2) Judged by the basic contlents ol human-
ttarianism. it emphasizes man, the value of
human beings and human dignity ang rights. In
examining historical events. its primary focus is
on “human nature.” which is considered eternal
and immutable. The man it refers to is an ab-
stract man above history and classes. This,
therefore. is a manifestation of the idealist con-
ceplion of history. B

3) Marxism embodies a proletarian world
outlook. Historical materialism was established
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Ly the Tounders nl Mirxism during their break
with Feurbach’'s humamem. Marxism links the
cmancipation of mankind and the liberation of
the preletarial with the abolition of all systems
afl exploitition and  the realization of com-
munisi, L rejeets those notioms of historical
idealinm whieh Yold 1hal humean nature is the
fundamenal criterion o be used for measuring
Propress.

1) Although Marxists somelimes support
humanilians who use humanitarian slogans in
the Light .:j_gan'mL-autucm[s angd fascists. the dif-
ferences between the (wo ideological syslems re-
main, Morcover. this tyvpe of political united
[ront dees noi muean that Marxism  contains
humanitarianism. There is no united front so far
as world outlock s concerned.

3) Those who maintain  that humarita-
rianism is a Marxwsl prineipie frequently ote
Chincse Comununist Party’s policies such as “do
not ill-treut caphives,” ~heal the wounded. 1 escue
the dympg™ and “let hostile clements also have
some means of living™ 1o prove their peint. In
fact. the philosophical basis of such policies 1s
nat humanitarianism, compassion o any intlen-
tion ol safeguarding the “human dignity” of the
cnemy, but the Marxist principle that human
nature is the summation of all sociud relations.
This means that the natwre of a human being is
decided by e or her position in social relations.
Marxist efforts 1o solve such social problems as
revolution and wur are designed 1o eliminate ex-
ploitive and oppressive systems and change
man’s social poesition, not eliminate individual
people.

A second group of parbeipants tn this
evolving debate arcues that Marxism should
inciude humanitarinnism as 2 component prin-
cipie. They bullress their opinmion with the
inHlowing points.

1) There tre always twoe ¢xplanaiions
abmit humanitapnnisn. one (s broad and the
otbeer mwyrow.  Broad humanitarianism is re-
sarded as a component part of Marxism. [t is
tot denved {rom  the. anti-feudal and  anti-
theological humanitariamsm of the post-Renais-
sance bourgenisie of Woestern Europe.

Proponents of bread humanitarienism whn
argte for o s mclusion  in Marsizm offer
differing rationales.  Sonie hold that this kind

hunuamtaricnism generally refers to the ideas
o viewpaoints which cafeguard the dignity,

vichts and freedom of human beings. treasure
humas values and support uncoerced individual
dovelepment.  Because humanitarian thought is

manifest in many different ways and people who
embrace it belong io different classes and
groupings, it is hard to say thal humanitarian-
ism embodies a slrict and complelely scientific
world oullpok. Therefore, humanitarianism
should probably be considered an unfocused
viewpoint and ideological icndency rvegarding
the position, role and future of human beings.

In a word. broad humanitarianism slands
for Lrealing human beings as human beings. As
such, it is a norm which satisfies the demand
of a common perception of human beings (i.v..
identical natural property and a certain degree
of idenlical social property). This norm should
be applicable in 4l socielics in the form of legal
provisions and ethics.

2) Marxism regards solving the problem of
human beings as its starling point and central
task and the emancipation of mankind as its
highest goal. The humanitarizn impulse. which
considers human values the Tivst prioritv. 15 in-
cluded in the Murxist analysis of the condition
and status of Lhe people in capitaulist societies as
well as future communist sacieties. This kind nf
humanilarian spirit is consistent with. and
embodied in. the early and mature works of
Maurx.

3) Marxist humanitarianism differs from
tradidional humanitarianism, but it does not
contradict the theory of class struggle. The
fundamental  differences between  Marxist
humanitarianism and waditional humanitarian-
ism lie in: (1) Different approaches. Traditiona)
humanitariznism proceeds from abstrie! human
beings: while Marxist humanitarianism proceeds
from real human beings. (2) Different ways.
means and resulls regarding the emancipation
of mankind.  Ajthough humunitarians tend 1o
teject inhuman societal phenomuena, they rely on
“roason.” tethical order.” Ylove™ ang “tolerance’”
or the emergence of outstanding indwviduals o
realive man's emancipation. Marxist humanita-
rianizm  diseloses the law  of the  historical
development of humanny througn analysing
human activities. It also identifies the sociul
causes of inhumaun phenomena and the material
lorce and voad W achieve the ecmancipation of
mankind. It considers the proletariat to be the
niaterial force which will help mankind gain its
emancipation.  The proletarian revolution and
the dictatorship of the proletariat are considered
the only road to be taken to accomplish the
final abolition of the svstem of exploitation of
man by man and the enmancipation of munkind.

This shows that Marxist humanitarianism
is harmonious with the Marxist theory of class
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strugile. The two constilute a dialeclical urnity.
The proletarsan diciatorsnip and final abolition
of the exploitive system create unprecedentced
conditions o1 the Iree development of man.
which conlorms with the interests of the pro-
letariat and ullier warking people. As for the
cuploiting classcs, Lhey are neguiod only i

Performing Arts

classes. The relorm of explsiting elements, which
proceeds {rom revolutionary humanitarianism,
i3 a means used {o help them regain their human
nature (labour). The Chinese Communist
Party's policies support the unity of the class
interests of the prolefarial and the princdples of
humanjtacinnizm. O

Chinese Acrobatics and Magic Shows

by Our Correspendent Ling Yang

A.S the curtain riscs, three larger-than-lfe

: sized shaggy orangce lions Jeap on to the
stage. Accompanied by the pereussion instru-

rﬁ.:--::h. they jump, crawl. roll. balance on hupe
vlobies and shake their spangled manes in anger
at twe youngsters who tease them with decorated
balls, L

China's acrobatic shows often begin with
the Lvely lion dance. performed by teams of
two acrobats inside each lion coslume. During
the rerent acrobatic season in Beijing. the dance
rotiined its popularity.

This year's season heralded the fouading ol
the first organization of acrobats in Chinese hi.-
tory. the Chinesce Acrobals Association. Formed
during the egually unprecedented First nationa!l
acrobats congress (Oct. 28-Nav. 3). the associs-
tion i3 under ‘he China Federation of Lit-
crary and Art Circles, whieh sponsors simiay
assnvinbions ul wrrters. musiclans,  dramatisis
it Dl arrists

A 1Z-year-old avrabat performing “pagoda of bowly”
at the recent acrobatie Yestival.

December 14, 1431

The 170 acrobats {rom across Chini who
met 1o exchange cxperiences displayed the tra-
ditional vichness ol their art as well as abundunt
creativity i the performance of new feals.

New Acts Using Old Skills

Somce of the newest entries on the acrobatic
scene this year were in the art of feel juggling.
Two women artists {rom northeast Chinge deftly
twirled fragile silk umbrallas with their [eer.
Lving on thoar backs, they manipuluted
the rims of the delicute pavasols with barely vis-
ible ool movements. Sometimes they turned
the umbrellas 10 a sivw rhylhm, sometimes they
rotated them like prupelers. They kicked the
spinning umbrellas high in the aiv and from nne
skilful fool to the other. Without missing a beat
o harming an umbrella, the partners then

lossed their umbrellas o each other. with perfect

technique.

In a fascinating display of multiple talents,
they performed handstands. turned somersauvlis
and took ballet positions while their feet con-
tinued to juggle the umbredlas. The acl's mount-
ing crescendo reached its peak when tihey be-
gan to simultaneously jusgle rtugs with their
hands.

The Shanghai artists olfering in the leet
Juggling field was an act in which one acrubat
juggled another acrobat. With superlative skill
the juggler lightly tossed his partner in the air
and then propelled her on to a scesaw-like -
spring board whereupon she landed gracefully
and rolled forward into a perfect somersault.

A new aci from Shandong required one
aerobat to lie on his back and support eight piled
benches with his feet while his partner per-
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formed flexible movements on the uppermost
bench.

Two young rope twirters from Guangzhou
were so skilful that their lassos seemed to come
alive and breathe. The two youths danced angd
sprang into difficult acrobatic positions while
the three-metre lassos stretched out, drew taut
angd formed twirling loops around the perform-
ers in tune to rhythmic music.

The season also included programmes on
ancient themes. Two voung women performed
in the headdresses and costumes of China's an-
cient mythological f(loating Apsaras, ethereal
female apparitions painted in Dunhuang murals.

The performers struck poscs from the ancient’

dances such as 'playing the pipa behind the
back™ while performing extremely difficult
acrobatics.  Their flawless technique and the
elegant music and setting made the audiences
feel they were entering a fairy land.

Magicians also oflered many new pro-
grammes devised with the aid of such modern
sciences as optics, electricity, mechanics and
chemistry. But audicpoces were still attracted
to the lraditional shows wilth the magician in a
Chinese robe pulling jars, bowls full of goldfish
und burning basins from unlikely places.

A young magician, hailed as a c¢reator of a
new kind of magic show with a unigquely Chi-
nese character, won the audiences’ acclaim as
he turned his own calligraphy into a painting
and then the painting into a frame.

A woman magician delighted spectators
with traditional card and ball tricks. including
a sleight-on-hand in which she produced green

leaves angd flowers, a symbol of spring. She end- .

ed her performance by shaking herself. where-
upon her costume suddenly metamorphosed in-
tu a completely different one.

The modern repertaire of Chinese acrobatics
not only retains the exquisite traditional skills,
but is also growing and changing as the acrobats
constantly explore new ideas and expand the
range of performance subjects drawn from daily
life. Al present, audiences throughout the coun-
try can be entertained by some 200 acrobatic.
cireus and high-wire acts and more than 100 dif-
ferent magic shows.

Ups and Downs

Chinesc acrobatics date back 2.500 years.
As early as the Spring and Autumn and the
Warring States Period (770-221 B.C.), there were
pames of juggling balls. vncal mimiery and bal-
ancing objects on the lorehead.
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Acrobatics became more sophisticated and
developed into a popular court entertainment
during the Han Dynasty (206 B.C.-220 A.D.).
Called bai xi (a hundred entertainments), a
typical show gencrally included circus acts and
comic stunts inbetween acrobatic performarnces.

During the Tang Dynasty (618-907 A.D.),
Chinese acrobatic aris gained acclaim for diffi-
cult feats of balance and for the mighty strength
of performers who would bear heavy properties

— < | s

Xia Juhua at a 1862 show.

while gracefully executing nearly impossible <
acrobatic feats. In the later dynasties, the pop-

ularity of acrobatics in the court dwindled,

probably due to the emergence of plays and

dramas.

In Beijing, before the founding of the Peo-
ple's Republic in 1948, acrobatics were per-
formed in the open and atiended mainly by
poor slum-dwellers in the southern part of the
city. Although acrobatics was a very popular
spectator sport among working people, acrobats
themselves were among the most despised mem-
bers of the old society. Acrobats were forced to
perform terrifying and brutal programmes just
to subsist. Some were permanently disabled or
killed. .

New China brought thorough changes in the
social status of acrobats, who are now respected
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as artists. Programmes that endanger perform-
ers’ health are prohibited. Safely measures are
provided for thrilling feats high above the
ground.

Rising From Poverty and Degradation

The story of Xia Juhua, 44. the newly elect-
ed Chairwoman of the Chinese Acrobats Associa-
tion, is an apl symbol of the social distance
acrobats have travelled since the founding of
New China.

Because her parents were toe poor to sup-
port the family. Xia Juhua was sold to a vaude-
ville troupe when she was only six. She was
trained 1o perform on the ‘'flying irapeze"
where she hung by her own piglails {from a bam-
boo stick suspended several metres above the
ground.

m

Once she fell during a performance while
she was climbing a tall ladder on her hands.
Although she broke her collarbone, she was
forced 10 perform again before she recupcrated.
She also doubled as the maid-servant to hey
bouss. but she never had enough [ood or clothing.
The acrobats' life before Jiberation could only
be described as miserable.

After the founding of New China. Xia Ju-
hua joined a city acrobatic troupe which pro-
vided a (ixed income and [ree medical treatment.
She also learnl how to read and write. Per-
forming is no longer just a means of making a
living for her. She now takes pleasure in serv-
ing her people. she says.

In the 1950s, she improved the “‘pagoda of
bowls™ act. a programme previously limited to
male acrobats. Balancing hersell on her hands,

™ which in turn were balanced on two sticks atop
three stools, she held a stack of 12 bowls on
her head while performing complicated flexible-
bone feats.

Because of her oulstanding artistic achieve-
ments and hey wholzhearted devation to the peo-
ple. she was elected a deputy to the National
People’s Congress. where she has served since
1963. Sher was also appointed as head of un
aerobalic troupe and later as a leading member
of the cultural bureau in Wuhan. where her
troupe is located.

Her father, once a street performer who
supplemented his income as a casual labourer,
now leads a stable life as the coach of an
acrobalic troupe jn the south. He. too. was in-
vited 1o Beijing lor the founding of the Acrobats
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The First Acrobatic Troupe
In Yanan

T a New Year’s Eve parily in the early
1 1940s for armymen an? cjvilians in Yanan,
the revolutionary base area headquarters, a
cook of the Eighth Route Army from Wugiao,
a village in north China famous for its acro-
batics, gave a show of turning somersaulls
and other acrobatic feats. Later, when
Chalrman Mao Zedong learnt thts, he sug-
gested the cook have some students.

Hence, the first acrobatic troupe in the
revolutionary base area was founded. In
addition to some professionals, the iroupe also
had some amateur performers, including
staff of government organizations, soldiers,
students, pajinters, writers and film and stage
actors and actresses. Ma Haide (George
Hatem). an American doctor, was one of the
most enthusiastic members of the troupe. His
comic performances were extremely enter-
taining.

The troupe's varled performances always
used whatever properties were handy. A
“flying trapeze” was rigged with common
iterns, by hanging swings from the cross
beams on the stage. Sometiimes they put a
board between iwo trees on which they per-
formed balancing feats. Their programmes
also included jumping through burning hoops,
human pyramds and magic sho\ws.

Acrobatics brought happiness to the
Yanan people, and the revolutionary optimism
it displayed is still embodied in today's
acrobatic performances and other artistic
forms.

Association. Although he is 64, he is known as
a hardworking ““old ox.” He attributes all he
enjoys today to the new society.

According to the Acrobats Association, there
are 124 acrobatic troupes above the county level
Lhroughout the country with a tatal membership
of 12,000. That number is three times greater
than 30 years ago just after the People's Repub-
lic was established.

L 2
Zunong Kuerban, a veteran ucrobat from

Yengisar County in the Xinjiang Uygur Auton-
omous Region. northwest China, said at the con-
gress that his 25-member troupe (the smallest
in the country) gives 250 performances annually
and is greatly welcomed by the local people,
Four of his six sons and daughters are now
working in acrobatic troupes. Like their col-
leagues in other parts of the country. they be-
heve (hat the founding of the "Acrobats Asso-
ciation will hasten the expansion and improve-
ment of this exquisite traditional art. |
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OPINION DIGEST

Is Individual Economy a Form of
Capitalist Economy?

URRENTLY the level of

China's socialist preductive
forces is still rélatively low, so
it is necessary Lo appropriately
develop individually run en-
terprises to supplement the
state economy and the collec-
tive economy, which form the
main body of the national econ-
omy.

Is this individual-based econ-
omy a capitalist economy? In
the past, under the influence of
“Left"” ideology. ceriain people
often mistakenly equated indi-
vidual economy with capitalist
economy.

Alithough the individual econ-
omy we refer to-is a com-
modity economy, it is not a
capitalist commodily economy.
but a small commodity econ-
omy. The two are different
in nature and must not be con-
fused.

In China manager of an in-
dividually run enterprise can.
with the approval of the gov-
ernment, hire one or two as-
sistants. or take on two or three
(but not more than f(ive) ap-
prentices for & job that re-
guires highly technical knowl-
.£dge or special skills.

Even such an individual en-
terprise is not like a capitalist
business. because the manager
takes part in the work and, in
fact. is the key labourer. The
quality of his craltsmanship
usually defines how the enter-
prise is ovperated and managed.
The labour of the assistants is
aguxiliary. A the same time,
the manager is obligated 1o pass
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on lechnique and skill to the
apprentices, which creates a
master-apprentice relationship.

Furthermore, contracts are
required between managers and
auxiliary workers which stipu-
late the rights and obligations
for both sides. including termi-
nation dates and payments. The
contract must be examined and
approved by the local industrial
and commercial administrative
departments.

Capitalists, however, do not
take part in productive labour.
their job is lo exploit the work-
ers” labour and to profit from
the sale of the products the
workers produce.

Therefore, it is wrong to
equate the individual economy
with a capitalist economy.

Some people say that al-
though the individual economy
is mot a capitalist economy, it
is nonetheless small production.
They recall that Lenin warned:
“Small production engenders
capitalisrn and the bourgeoisie

continuously,  daily. hourly,
spontaneously, and on a mass
scale.” Therefore, they doubt
the appropriateness of develop-
ing the individual economy.

As a matler of fact, it is nec-
essary 1o analyse the problem
of small production in a dialec-
tical and historical way, Lenin
put forward his (hesis in 1920,
when Russia’s private economy
still held the dominant position.
Therefore. his thesis generalty
cannot be applicd to other his-
torical congitions.

o~

By the mid-1950s, China had
basically completed the socialist
transformation of agriculiare,
handicralts and capitalist in-
dustries and commerce. Today.
China’s socialist state and col-
lective enterprises absolutlely
dominate the national economy.
To cover the production gaps, it
is necessary to appropriately
retain and develop a small num-
ber of individual undertakings,
strengthen their wmanagement
and limit their potential nega-
tive funclions. Such practices
will facilitate socialist construc-
tion.

{Exzcerpts from '‘Renmin

Ribao.” August 3, 1981)/~

A Wise Policy

DON'T believe thatl a social-

ist country is afraid of a
cobbler,”™ said Giancarlo TPajet-
ta, a member of the leading
organ of the Italian Communist
Party, who termed China's re-
cent developmeni of amall enter-
prises a “wise pohiey.”

“China has such a powerful
collective econamy. there is no
nced to be afraid of the individ-
ual economy.” he continued.
following his investigation of
China’'s economie situation.

He complimented the wisdom
of the Chinese Communist
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Party and government for
having permiited and encourag-
ed the development of some in-
dividual enterprises. which sup-
plement the collective economy
and (o some degree help pro-
mote the development of social-
ist  economy. Developing
individual economy will stimu-
late the make things
convenient for the people and
solve the employmenl problem
Tor some of 1the educaled youths
wailing for jobs. That was what
Pajetta learnt during his in-

markef.

the -

rural fairs and individual in-

dustries and commerce.

Comrade Giancarlo Pajetta, a
veteran member who joined the
[talian Communist Party in the
1920s. visited China’s Xian.
Wuxi. Suzhpu. Beijing and
other cities last September.

Before his departure, he told
a responsible Chinese comrade:
“In Beijing I went to a down-
town district where 1 visited
almost every shop. | discover-
ed that there was a rich stock
of commodities and the con-

goods they liked. This is rarely
seen in other socialist coun-
tries.”

Pajetta said that he also saw
that the Chinese people were
not rich. Although there were
a lot of commadities available,
people’s income did not allow
them to buy as many things as
they needed. He held that
China should now quickly de-
velop its economy and raise the
living standards of the people.
(Excerpts from Beijing's “Ban-
yuetan,” [Fortnightly Review],
issue No. 20, 1981)

spection  tour of state shops.  sumers could choose whatever
Changjiang River Valley Also Is
Birthplace of Chinese Nation
HE Huanghe (Yellow) River not inferior to those of the
valley is usually regarded Huanghe River valley. Its
as the birthplace of China's temperate and humid climate
ancient civilization. Recently., was more beneficial to support-
Chinese bistorians ang ar-

chaeologists offered evidence to
support a new theory that the
Changjiang  (Yangtze) River
valley also nurtured the early
Chinese culture.

Many archaeological findings
have confirmed that the cultural
relics in western Hubei Prov-
ince. on the two banks west
of the Dongting Lake and the
three Changjiang River gorges

(Wuxia, Qutang and Xiling)
were from a culture that
coexisted  with the Huanghe

River valley culture.

In addition. scientists note that
the natural conditions of the
Changjiang River valley were

Dicember 14, 1981

ing human existence than the
dry. windy loess plateau of the

central reaches of the Huanghe
River.

China’s Neolithic Age cultur-
al sites werce found mainly
on the middle and upper reaches
of the Huanghe River. the
central portion of the Chang-
jiang River and the east coastal
areas. These locations roughly
coincided with the areas. ac-
cording to ancient Chinese re-
corded history. which were in-
habited and operated by three
different tribal cliques —
Huaxia, Miaoman and Dongyi.

Through the merger and
multiplication ol these three
cligues, the Chinese nation

gradually developed into what
it is today. The three cullures
were completely merged around
the early years of the Han
Dynasty. but each made unique
contributions 1o China’s origins,

(Excerpts from ‘“Zhong-
guo Caimao Bao” [China's
Finencial and Trade Pa-
per], October 13, 1981)
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ECOLOGY

Traditional Recycling
Method

A method of using {ish excre-
ment. silkworm chrysalises and
droppings to help the naturat
cycdde — for centuries used by
peasants in Guangdong Province
—has been hailed by Chinese
and foreign scientists as a re-
markable way to promote agri-
cultural production in densely
populated tropical and subtro-
preal river delta areas.

Scientists of the Guangzhou
Institute of Geography and the
United Nations University in
Tokyo have concluded through
on-the-spot studies nver the
past two years Lhat this method
vields high results with limited
land and watcr resources.

“To put it in simple lan-
guage.” a spokesperson for the
Guangzhou Institute of Ge-
ography said, “‘the peasants in
Shunde County plant mulberry
trees round fish ponds. They
raise silkworms on the trees and
feed silkworm chrysalises and
droppings lo the fish in the
ponds. The silt of the ponds
which is enriched by the excre-
ment is, 1n furn. used as ferti-
lizer for the mulbecry trees.”

A recent innovation o this
400-year-old method is to use
sugar cane residue to produce
prolein- and stacch-rich fish
feed through fermentation.

Several species of fish are
raised in the ponds in Shunde
County. Grass carp. which feed
on silkworm droppings and
chrysalises live near the surface,
Big-head and silver carp inhabit
the middle reaches and eat
plankion, which is enriched by
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the excrement of the grass carp,
Droppings from big-head and
silver carp plus some leftover
silkworm chrysalises nourish
bottom fish — dace and com-
mon carps.

The excrement of the bottom
fish decomposes in the silt into
ammonia, phosphorus, potas-
sium and other nutrients which
are vital to the growth of plants.
Peasants dredge the ponds regu-
larly and use the sill 1o fertilize
the mulberry trees and sugar
cane. This is an enclosed cycle
and can run infinitely. The
plants and fish sustain and
thrive on one another.

Although rainfall is abundant
in this subtropical area, mul-
berry trees and sugar cane are
free from waterlogging, as they
grow on the embankments of
the ponds which are linked with
a well-planned nelwork of
drainage ditches.

Maize, beans, peanul. vege-
tables and fruit trees are inter-
planted with mulberry trees and

sugar cane. As a result, every-
body is employed, although
farmland averages only one

hectare for 25 persons in Shunde
County.

Shunde County in the heart
of the Zhujiang (Pearl) River
delta has a population of nearly
600,000. It has 16,533 hectares
of fish ponds and 5,133 hectares
of mulberry trees. In addition,
the peasants grow 10,400 hec-
tares of sugar cane and 13.333
hectares of rice and other food
crops.

Last year, peasants harvested
1.87 tons of silkworm cocoons
from each hectare of mulberry
trees, three times as much as the
Taihu Lake area in Jiangsu
Province, China’s famous silk-
worm cocoon producing centre.

& SCIENCE

The county also produced more
than one quarter of the prov-
ince's fresh water [ish. Per-
capila income for Shunde peas-
anls was 280 yuan lasi year,
compared to the provincial
average of 103 yuan.

Natural Reserve in
Guizhou

Early this summer 46 Chinese
professors and scientists im-
mersed themselves in the study
of primitive ecological area
reminisceni of the Galapagos
Islands when Charles Darwin
first found them.

Today when the world's en-
vironment is vapidly delerivrat-
ing, Fanjing Mountain in Gui-
zhou Province. southwest China.
is an example of virtually un-
touched subtropical forest in
ecological equilibrium.  Plants
and arimals of {he Tertiary and
Quaternary periods (70 1o 2
million years ago) continue (o
thrive there much like their an-
cient predecessors. A preat
variety of animals. plants and
micro-organisms live and die in
a natural cycle, interdependent,
M an environmenlt which is al-

most free from human pollu-
tion.
The scientific investigators

spent more Lthan a month on the
mountain. 2.494 metres above
sea level. They examined and
analysed 2.380 specimens and
370 samples. concluding that
their study will be a significant
contribution  to understanding
all aspects of subtropical zones.

Three distiney fauna areas
converge on Fanjing Mountain
— central south China. south-
east China and south China.
As a result, animals native to
all three live in the reserve.
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For Your Reference
Natural Reserves in China

O preserve natural environments and rare species of Wiid-

life, 72 natural reserves have been established in Chjna, They
cover a lotal area of 1.7 million hectares. or 0.17 per cent of
China's territory. It is planned that the number of natural re-
serves will be increased ta 300 by 1985. Some of the major natural
reserves in China are:

Changbai Mountain Natural Reserve. Sel up in 1960, covering an
expanse o! 210.00G hectares and situated in northeast China's
Jilin Province, il is a comprehensive reserve. Located in China's
temperate zone. il has four environs at different altitudes. Over
1.300 species of plants, 100 precious medicinal herbs and 300 kinds
of terresirial veriebrates are found there. Rare animals — north-
east China tigers, sika deer. sables, lynx and leopards inhabit this
reserve.  Red pine (Pinus koraiensis), other pines such as Pinus
sylvestrnis var fylvestriformis and Larir olgensis, are among the
precious irees there.

Dinghushan Natura] Reserve. Established in 1956, covering an
area of 1.200 hectares in Guangdong Province, it is a2 treasure-
house of species native to south China. It has over 2,000 higher
plant species and a 270-hectare natural forest over 400 years old.
It is a typical example of evergreen broadleaf foresis in sub-
tropical monsoon regions.

Wolang Natural Reserve. Sel up in 1963, covering 200,000 hec-
tares in Sichuan Province, 1t is a place where rare giant pandas

roam,
[orests.

Wuyi Mountain Natural Reserve.

Its ecology is an example of southwest China’s mountain

Established in 1979, covering

an area of 56,600 heelares in Fujian Province, it is the largest
virgin forest in eastern China’s subiropical coastal area,

Fanjing Mountain is the sole
habitat of the Guizhou golden
monkey, which. like the giant
panda. dates back to the Qua-
ternary period. and is almosr
non-existent in other parts ol
the world; even {ossils have nol
been [ound elsewhere. Its dis-
covery in Fanjing may prove
invaluable to the study of an-
cien{ animals and their naturat
environment.

Another rare bird sighted on
the mountain, mandarin duck.
is generally {ound in Siberia.
Korea. Hokkaido and northeast
China's Heilnngjiang Province.
The existence of the bird in
southwest China suggests &
new understanding of its en-
vironmental needs. The Fanjing
giant salamander at 32 kilos is
three times larger than those
in other habitats. which weigh
less than 10 kilos.
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So far 57 kinds of animals
and 200 kinds of birds have
been discovered. Eighteen are
listed as protected rare animals
and divided into three catego-
ries, with the first considered
most tare. Among those cate-
gorized as most rare are the
Guizhou golden monkey, the
Francois monkey and the south
China tiger.

Animals in the second most
rare category are the mandarin
duck. the Chinese trogopan.
the white-crowned long-tailed
pheasant, the giant salamander,
the Assamese macaque, the
Rhesus macaque, the stump-
tailed macaque and the clouded
leapard.

The third category includes
the wood lynx, the tufted deer.
Lhe serow, the Chinese pangolin,
the pgolden pheasant, the

Chinese copper pheasant and
the silver pheasant.

Plants flourish in this “‘king-
dom of the forest.” Six hun-
dred medicinal herbs, and more
than 300 perennia) plants of 130
genera were found by the
scientists. The mountain is the
natural environment for 13 of
the world's 15 known floras
(plant categories divided, by
location or historical periog).
Not represented are {loras from
dry Central Asia or from the
Mediterranean, which has wet,
warm winters and dry. hot sum-
mers,

Groves of several hundred
beautiful, luxuriant dove tirees
blanket Fanjing Mountain. The
tree is non-existent elsewhere.
even in fossil form. like the
Guizhou goiden monkey. Em-
menopterys henryi oliv which is
also found in Fanjing is in the
first category of protected yare
plants: Toona sureni, Phoebe
narmu and Dalbergia hainansis
are among the second category.

Fanjing is also the home ter-
ritory for groves of the moun-
tain evergreen Buxus microph-
ylla var sinica, rarely seen in
other parts of China. Rare
medicinal herbs such as Gas-
trodia elata, Eucommia wulmoi-
des, Paris polyphylla and Cop-
tis chinensis were alsn found by
the expedition.

EDUCATION

Better Schooling
For the National

Minorities
Education is key to the
development of the sparsely

populated regions inhabited by
45 minority nationalities. ac-
cording to the Chinese Govern-
ment, -

Last year. as part of an onge-
ing drive to upgrade the educa-
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tional level of China’s 55 million
people (6 per cent of China’s
population) who are not of the
majority Han nationality, the
Ministry of Education set up a
special department for the
education of national minorities.

More than 30 of the minority
natlionalities have t1heir own
spoken languages and 20 among
those have written languages
as well. Tn order to strengthen
and popularize these written
languages, the government has

A middle school for

established a number of pub-
lishing houses specifically to

print textbooks in minoritly
languages.

However, the educational
system is upable 1o provide

enough textbooks o1 leachers
in each minority language. To
amend this situation, a number
of teachers training schools and
new teacher-training courses for
national minorities have been
established.

China's  minorities  inhabit
rugged mountainous and grass-
land areas. The lerrain is a
deterrent to primary-school aged
children who must cover long
distances to attend school. As
a result, the pgovernments al
various levels have established

30

1,000 boarding schools in these
areas in recent years.

In areas shared by several
different nationalities, state
funds have been appropriated
to open special classes and
schools where each of the na-
tionalities’ habits and customs

are respected, In  schools
shared by Han and Hui nation-
alities, for example, Muslim

dining rooms are provided for
the Hui students who also are
allowed to take holidays from

Mongolian children.

school to celebrate their own
traditional festivals.

The state takes into con-
sideration that coliege students
of minority nationalities have
particular difficulties because
they must be good in both the
Han language and their own.
Qinghua, Beijing and other
universities have been asked to
open remedial classes for the

newly enrolled studenis of
national wminorities. Last year
saw institutions of higher

learning enrol 12,325 students
of minority nationalities.

Today, 9.7 million, a full 70
per cent of the nationa)l minor-

ities' school-aged children are-

receiving an education, This is
10 times the number in 1951.

However, development of
education varies from na-
tionality to nationality. For
instance, middle schools are

quife common in the Yanbian
Korean Autonomous Prefecture
in Jilin Province, while some
minorities in more remote re-
gions have not yet popularized
primary school education.

The Chinese Government is
developing an overall plan to
upgrade the education of mino-
rity nationalities so thaf even-
tually universal education will
be possible.

MEDICINE
Peptide C Synthesized

Scientists from the Shanghai
Institute of Biochemistry have
synthesized Peptide C of human
pro-~insulin, an inorganic active
material that exists in human
blood serum. for the first time
in China.

Since 1979. the institute and
the navy general hospital have
been developing a radioactive
immunological technique for
assaying the activity of Peptide
C in the body. (Peptide Cav-
erages 0.000000001 grammes per
ml. of human blood serum))
This technique is the latesi
method of diagnosing diabetes
and other diseases.

In the last year., seven hos-
pitals and medical research
institutes in Shanghai and Bei-
jing have used this method on
1.000 persons. The results are
reported Lo be accurate.

China is the fourth country
to synthesize Peplide C and
utilize this technique.

These achievements will aid
further research into metab-
olism of carbohydrates and the
function of insulin, a biological-
ly active protein thal exists in
the pancreas of the mammal.
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Children’s Stories

The Magic Flute and Other
Children's Stories (in English)

Edited by modern Chinese
writers Ye Shengrao, Ye Jun-
jien and others,

Published by New World Press.
Beijing, China,

Pages: 167, illustrated,

Price: Paperback; RMB 1.50
yuan; hardcover, RMB 2.60
yuan,

’_Pist'rz'buled abroad by Guoji

! Shudian (China Publications
Centre), P.O. Box 399, Beijing,
China.

This cellection of children’s
stories by 20 modern Chinese
authors combines lively char-
acters and fast action with
strong moral themes that both

entertain and educate. Char-
acters  range from magical
dragons, fairy peacocks and

talking animals to kings, tand-
lords. shepherd bovs and {isher-
men. Mystlical beasts and tradi-
tional Chinese settings are used
to prescnt sitories with themes
that reflect the moral values of
China's new socialist society.

£ In The Wild Grapes, the White
Goose Maiden gues in search of
magical grapes thal will cure
her blindness. After many trials,
she finds the grapes. vestores
her sight and is offered a life of
wealth and ease by an old
mountain fairy. She refuses to
stay despite all efforts to make
her change her mind and tukes
a basketful of the grapes back to
her village, using them to
restore the sight of all who are
blind and suffering. This spirit
of selfless service of others is
also revealed in The Pedacock
With the Fiery Tail in which the
little peacock gradually gives
away all his beautiful plumes to
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help the poor and needy. He is
repaid when the fairy peacock
rewards him with a magnificent,
new. fiery plumage.

Ye Shengtao’s story The Em-
peror’s New Clothes—a con-
tinuation of Hans Christian An-
dersen’s classic — is particularly
interesting. Writien in 1930
when China was still under the
rule of the Kuomintang, it goes
beyond the scope of a mere
children’s story by making a
veiled but sharp attack against
the Kuomintang’'s brutal treat-
ment of alt opposition to its cor-
rupt government. In the story
the Emperor realizes he is naked,
but continues to iunsist that he
is clothed. Anyone who dares
to point out the truth is execut-
ed. As time passes the Emperor
becomes more and more intol-
erant until he orders the execu-
tion of anyone who speaks or
laughs in his presence. Prophe-
tically, the story ends with the
downfall of the Emperor as the
masses rise up against him and
even his guards and ministers
side with the people.

Other stories like Three Proud
Kittens, The Magic Gloves and
Little Wild Goose Rejoins His
Flock show children the value
of practice and manual labour,
the need to respect and learn
from those older and more ex-
perienced than themselves and
the need for courage in the face
of adversity. No story is with-
out its clear mora) message.

In a preface to the volume, the
well-known translator and
writer of children’s stories Ye
Junjian  briefly traces the
history of children's stories from
their oral beginning through to
modern times. Referring to the
historical background. he shows
how social and political develop-
ments were reflected in the

style and content of contem-
porary children’s literature.
In the f{eudal socicty, only
the Confucian classics favoured
by the ruling class were taught
to youngsters. and children’s
stories, as a kind of folk liter-

ature, were usually not printed

in book form and thus remained
very much restricted to word of
mouth. The exceptions he men-
tions, Travel to the West and
Water Margin, cannot really be
considered children’s stories in
the usual sense,

Only after the New Cultural
Movement was launched on
May 4. 1919 did children’s liter-
ature begin to develop. With the
encouragement of Lu Xun, writ-
ers began to tackle the problem
of educating the young through
"delightful and inspiring™
stories, After the victory of the
Communist-led revolution in
1949 this trend continued, but
the values that writers soughbt
to teach the young changed tp
maich the values of the new
socialist China, This is reflected
in the stories of this volume. Its
writers seek “to educate young
readers in a new thinking, new
concepts of morality and new
ideals and try to broaden their
knowledge and vision so that
they will grow up to be useful
and worthy members of the new
society."”

The translator Xu Mengxiong
has done a good job. Apart
from the occasional use of words
that might be thought a little foo
difficult for children (omni-
5cience, kaleidoscopic) his writ-
ing is living and fluid. The
book is attractively bound,
clearly printed and each story is
generously  ilustrated with
amusing sketches.

This is a book for imaginative
children and all those interested
in the developnient of Chinese
children’s literature.

— R.A. Roberts
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