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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE WEEK

President Li’'s Asian Tour

President Li Xiannian's upcoming tour of four Asian coun-
tries, his first since assuming his post last June, is believed
to exert an impact that will go far beyond the confines of the
countries involved. His visit will help to settle disputes, in-
crease goodwill and unity, and promote co-operation among
the developing nations in this part of the world, thereby con-
tributing to Asian and global peace and security (p. 4).

Friendship With Pakistan and Jordan Reviewed

China’s traditional friendship with Pakistan has developed
further since both countries won their respective liberation and
independence. The sustained growth of this friendship is seen
as beneficial to both peoples and to the peace and stability
of Asia as a whole (p. 16).

Friendly exchanges between China and Jordan in sports,
economy, trade and culture, which have increased since the
establishment of diplomatic relations in 1977, are expected to
cover wider areas in the years to come (p. 17).

Deng on China’s Reunification

In talks with US scholars, Deng Xiaoping said that Tai-
wan would continue to practise capitalism after China's re-
unification while the mainland would keep to socialism. He
also talked about Sino-US and Sino-Soviet current relations
(p. 6).

Personal Deposits of Foreign Currency

The regulations and procedures for opening foreign cur-
rency accounts in the Bank of China are explained by a bank
representative (p. 20).

Chen Yun’'s Selected Works

The Selected Works of Chen Yun provides valuabie in-
sights into how this veteran revolutionary approached problems
facing the Party members trying to liberate China. The 45
articles written between 1926 and 1949 cover Chen’s long his-
tory of struggle, and are contributions to China's revolution
and Mao Zedong Thought (p. 32).
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NOTES FROM THE EDITORS

President Li‘s Trip to Four Asian Countries

by MU YOULIN

international Editor

President Li Xiannian leaves
Beijing March 5 for a state visit to
Pakistan, Jordan, Turkey and Ne-
pal to “increase understanding,
learn from each other, deepen
friendship and expand co-opera-
tion.

This is Li’s first trip abroad since
he was elected President of the
People’s Republic of China last
June. 1t is also one of the few
trips abroad by a Chinese head of
state, following on President Liu
Shaogi's visit to Indonesia and
Burma in 1963 and to Pakistan and
Burma in 1966.

Coming after Premier Zhao Zi-
vang's trip to 11 African countries
a year ago, Li's visit is viewed in
Beijing as yet another major move
by China in recent years to ccment
its ties with the third world.

China has always staunchly
supported the third world coun-
trics in winning and safeguarding
their independence and sover-
eignty, fighting imperialism and
colonialism, developing their econ-
omics and culture, breaking big-
power domination of international
affairs and preserving global peace
and security.

In recent years, as superpower
rivalry around the world has creat-
hot spots which
threaten global sccurity, China has
worked even more consciously to
enhance its friendship and trust
with the third world. Contacts
and exchanges with these coun-
trics have grown steadily, bringing
bilateral economic and technical
co-operation ever closer. President

ed numerous

4

Ziaul-Haq of Pakistan, King
Hussein of Jordan and King Biren-
dra of Nepal have visited China
several times, and President Kenan
Evran of Turkey came in 1982.
Their visits have enhanced under-
standing and co-operation between
China and their countries.

When Li planned his first trip
abroad as head of state, it was

Following Premier Zhao's
African visit a year ago,
Li’s trip is seen as yet
another major move by
China to cement its ties
with the third world.

natural that he decided to go first
of all to these South and West
Asian countries, to reciprocate
their warm friendliness towards
and deep sympathies with China.
He also has a number of vital
issues of mutual concern to discuss
with the leaders of the four coun-
tries.

Maintaining peace and stability
in South Asia is a serious concern
of China and its two close neigh-
bours in this region — Pakistan
and Nepal. Sharing identical or
similar views on many global
issues, they have co-ordinated their
actions in the United Nations and
other international organizations
to stem hegemonist expansion and
aggression.

While studying new avenues for
bilateral co-operation. President Li
is expected to discuss the situation
in South Asia and other issues re-
lated to world peace and security
with  President Zia and King
Birendra. The continued Soviet

occupation of Afghanistan and
Vietnamese invasion of Kam-
puchea, which seriously threaten
the tranquillity of this part of the
world, are likely to figure prom-
inently in their talks. It is our
hope that leaders of the two coun-
trics will issue a new and stronger
demand to the USSR and Viet
Nam to pull their troops out un-
conditionally and pave the way for
a political solution to these two
serious problems.

When King Hussein visited Chi-
na in 1982 and again in 1983, Chi-
nese and Jordanian leaders found
they had much to agrce on con-
cerning peace and security in the
Middle East, resisting Israeli ag-
gression and restoring the lost
territories and national rights to
the Arab and Palestinian peoples.
China  particularly  appreciated
King Hussein's support for the
Palestine Liberation Organization
(PLO), headed by Yasser Arafat,
and his proposal to resume nego-
tiations for establishing a Jordan-
Palestine Confederation.

Out of serious concern for Arab
unity under the present cir-
cumstances, China hopes the
various Arab states and factions of
the PLO will relinquish their old
feuds, seek common ground on
major issues while reserving
minor differences, and close
ranks against their common enemy.

Turkey is no less concerned
about the problems in the Middle
East and Asia. It shares with
China concern about the war be-
tween Iran and lragq. China has
repeatedly expressed the hope that
through peaceful negotiations re-
conciliation and rapprochement
will be reached.
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Closer economic and cultural
ties between China and the four
countrics on the President’s
itinerary will naturally be high on
the agenda. Trade has grown
fairly rapidly between China and
these neighbours in recent years,
and all of them look forward to
further increases.

The Chinese President said on
the eve of his departure that Chi-
na is fully committed to co-opera-
tion and assistance, within the
limits of its capability. Contracts
already signed will be honoured,
projects agreed upon will be com-
pleted in good quality, and post-
construction  services will be
provided to ensure maximum eco-
nomic benefit.

China also hopes to expand
further from bilateral to multi-
lateral co-operation, as part of its
effort to advance “South-South"
co-operation in the interests of the
third world as a whole.

On the basis of past experience
and the latest developments, Pres-
ident Li may also explore with his
counterparts new forms of co-
operation such as contracting for
construction projects and starting
joint ventures in these and other
third world countries.

Viewed from a longer and
broader perspective, the impact of
President Li Xiannian's trip will
undoubtedly extend far beyond the
confines of the five nations in-
volved by helping to settle dis-
putes, increase goodwill and unity
and encourage co-operation among
developing nations in this part of

the world, and contributing to
Asian and global peace and
security.

March 5. 1984

LETTERS

De-Maoification Myth
Exploded

Having lived in China during the
height of the *“cultural revolution”
(1966-69), 1 personally witnessed
much of the extreme injury rendered
the great Chinese people by the gang
of four.

Beijing Review issue No. 52, 1983
was highly uplifting. Its cover, bear-
ing a photograph of Mao Zedong and
Deng Xiaoping, was very heartwarm-
ing. It was a timely contradiction of
the misinformation disseminated by
China’s detractors, who have con-
stantly and gleefully harped on the
theme of China’s de-Maoification.
The celebration of Chairman Mao's
90th birthday throughout China is a
much needed statement of the
strength of Deng Xiaoping, the new
leadership’s pragmatism and the unity
of the people of China.

Friends of China rejoice in the con-
tinuing development of Mao Zedong
Thought.

Robert F. Williams
Michigan, USA

We have received your magazine,
together with China Today and China
& The World, regularly. Beijing Re-
view issue No. 1, 1984 shows a re-
markable improvement in its layout,
which I feel very good.

I would like to take this opportu-
nity to discuss some articles on Mao
Zedong, the great helmsman of the
Chinese revolution. There are various
conjectures in the capitalist world on
the attitude of the Chinese Govern-
ment and the Chinese Communist
Party towards Mao Zedong's deeds
and thinking. Some magazines, in-
cluding Time, have reported that
China is trying to “dispel the ghost
of Mao Zedong." Such reports have
raised questions in the minds of
many friends of China in all parts
of the world. I think those who have
questions may read articles published
by Beijing Review in commemora-
tion of the 90th birthday of Mao
Zedong, from which they will get
satisfactory answers. These articles
are timely and enlightening. They
give your readers a clear idea of how
the Chinese Government and the Chi-
nese Communist Party treat Mao Ze-
dong, the founder and major leader
of the Chinese Communist Party, the

Chinese People’s Liberation Army
and the People’s Republic of China.

Alejandro Torrejon M.
Sucre, Bolivia

Relations Between
Economy and Politics

I think the most interesting arti-
cles are the ones on the relationship
between economic constrution and
pclitics. In these articles you show
how to turn China into a country of
liberation, hoth economically and
politically. .

The importance of your magazine
also lies in its in-depth reports on
both China's problems and achieve-
ments. But | hope you will begin
some new columns, such as women’s
cosmetology.

China is a beautiful country. |l
you use colour photos in your week-
ly, your magazine will be more liked
in Colombia.

Gloria Monroy Hermida
Florencia Caqueta, Colombia

Resposibility System
Enhances Enthusiasm

I liked the article “Mao Zedong
Thought on Socialist Economic Con-
struction” by Zhang Gong in your
December 19th 1983 issue

I find articles on the responsibility
system fascinating. [ think the system
releases people’s intiative. Under the
capitalist system, the big monopolies
stifle people’s initiative. Many inven-
tions get shelved, for example.

J. Martin L. Clarke
London, England

Articles on Culture
Commended

I like the articles on culture very
much. For example, the article in
issue No. 51, 1983, in which Deng
Liqun talks about China’s cultural
policies, is very interesting.

I think the whole content of your
weekly is really good. But 1 suggest
that you open a new column on
public opinion, with such items as
China's image in the world and let-
ters [rom your readers.

M. Carmen Gomez
Dos Hermanas, Spain
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