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Inside the children computer centre of the
Chinc Welfare Institute, Shanghai Branch.

Sun lJingxiu, 84, a famous educator,
is happy when he’s with his students.

SPOTLIGHT

Jinvo students in
Yunnan gather
round their
teacher.
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A doctor with the Beijing No.2 Cotton
Mill gives children regular checkups.

Children at the kindergarten of the Yanshan General Petrochemical
Works in Beijing put their room in order.
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NOTES FROM THE EDITORS

Special Concern f;)} Cl;i_ldren

by XIN LIN
Social Editor

Of China’s 1,000 million people,
350 million-are under the age of
15. They are the hope and future
of the nation, and their healthy
growth has become the concern of
the whole society.

In China, respecting the old and
taking good carc of the young is
an age-old tradition. New China's
socialist system has madc it pos-
sible for us to offer much better
cultural and material  well-being
for children. In recent years, the
Party and government havc attach-
cd much more importance to
working for children

In March 1981, the Secrctariat
of the Party Central Committce
held a meeting calling on the
whole society to show concern for
the upbringing of children. It re-
ceived an active response from all
quarters. Two months later, the
All-China  Co-ordinating  Com-
mittee for Children’s Work was
founded by 17 government depart-
ments and people’s organizations,
with the aim of “doing something
really beneficial to the children.”
Soon afterwards, the Chinese Chil-
dren’s Foundation was set up. In
the last three years, it has received
157 million yuan worth of dona-
tions from people and organiza-
tions at home and generous contri-
butions from abroad.

In  February this year, two
special stamps named Children
were issued, the first of their kind
since the founding of New China.
Although they have a face value
of eight cents, each stamp is sold
for 10 cents. The extra two cents
will help raise 600,000 yuan for
children's  welfare undertakings.
Zhu Xuefan, originator of these
stamps and honorary president of
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the All-China Philatelists’ Associa-
tion, said the aim of this special
issue is to mobilize the whole
society to care for the growth of
children and carry forward the
Chinese tradition of bringing up
children well.

In the last few vears there has
also been a marked increase in
items sold for children, such as
special foods, clothing, toys and
books, all of improved quality.
The Chiidren’s Fiim Studio, the
lirst in China, was founded in
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Respecting the old and
taking good care of the
young is an age-old
Chinese tradition. New
China’s socialist system
has made it possible to
offer much better cultural
and material well-being for
children.

1981 and has produced a number
of excellent movies. There have
also been more children's pro-
grammces on TV in recent years.
More than 3.200 children’s reading
rooms have been buill throughout
China since 1981.

In March 1982, the Party Cen-
tral Committee decided 1o build
the National Centre for Children's
Activities in Beijing on the site of
a Qing Dynasty prince’s large
residence and park. Since then,
more than 10,200 children's
palaces and rccreation centres have
been built throughout the country.

China now has more than
950,000 primary schools teaching
139 million students. This ac-
counts for 94 per cent of all
school-age children. Efforts are
being made te correct this and
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make primary cducation universal
in China by 1985.

Under the guidance of the Chi-
na Association for the Populariza-
tion of Science, many urban
primary and middle school stu-
dents now carry out various kinds
of scientific activities, including
operating and programming com-
puters. This is one of the meas-
ures taken by the government to
help its future builders get in touch
with new science and technology.

While improving education, the
Chinese, Government also pays
atiention to morality. Qur educa-
tional policy stresses the moral,
inteflectual and physical devclop-
ment of our children.

China's children from the age
of 7 to 13 have their own organiza-
tion—the Young Pioneecrs —
which pow has 130 million mem-
bers. Through interesting  and
educational activitics, the organiza-
tion teaches children to love their
country, their people, labour and
science and to take care of public
property.

For the last few years, the Chi-
nese Government has cncouraged
cach couple to have only onc
chiid, a measure 1o bring down the
natural population growth. These
only children generally cnjoy a
more comfortable life. But some
parents arc too indulgent with
their children, which is likely to
make them spoiled and self-
centred. These problems have
already attracted the attention of
many parents, schools and other
departments. Efforts are being
made to study correct cducational
mcthods which will help bring up
a generation of people who care
for others and public affairs.

Beijing Review. No. 25
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Disabled Become Useful

Citizens
I liked the Special Report
“The Disabled Become Useful

Citizens” in issue No. 10.

After reading this article, 1
recognized that the Chinese Gov-
ernment and society care very
much for handicapped pecople.
China has a very large population
and a vast territory. Although you
have made great efforts, you are
still backward in this respect.
Article 45 of the Constitution
clearly sets out the rights of the
handicapped, but 1 think you
should emphasize the political
work further. You must stress
solving the problems of disabled
people, as well as care for the
handicapped people who have not
lost their ability to work, make
them work for society as soon as
possible and use their talents. For
those who have been given jobs,
the factories should look after
their housing conditions and family
life. Only in this- way can a
disabled person be conscious of
becoming a real citizen — someone
whe can support himself and work
with a spirit of sclflessness.

I think there are sull some
obstacles which must be removed
before cvery disabled person can
have a happy life like Shi Baoqing.
But | hope they will all realize this
in the near future.

Mitsuko Simizi

Osaka. lapan

Empty Comments

I'he contents of your comments
are empty, disordered and lack
material basis.  For cxample, the
article “Western Europe: Reces-
sion Breeds Racial Injustice”™ in
issuc No. 9 has the lollowing short-
comings:

1. The article says, “Over the

years about 12.5 million immi-
grants have settled in Western
Europe for various historical

reasons.” It does not show clearly
the specific number of the immi-
grants in each country. So the
reader may have doubts of its
accuracy. »

2. It also speaks of the wave
of strikes at the Talbot automobile
factory. But the article does not
indicate the size of the factory, the
number of workers or how many
automobiles they produce. It is
very difficult for the reader to
understand the state of affairs.

3. The article should show the
differences in pay lor foreign
workers.

4. It says, "The forcign work-
ers did the most dangerous and the
dirtiest jobs.” These words are so
scant and empty that the comment
is not convincing.

The article “United States:
Reagan Sccking Re-clection™ (issue
No. 8) says, "Forty million Ameri-
cans are living below the poverty
level.” But this lacks detail, so it
cannot be called a comment.

Bumitsura Cho
Saitama, Japan

Latin Americans’
Comments

I think the fromi and back
covers have really improved. This
attracts more readers.  Not only
myself but my whole family like
the column “Culture and Science™
very much, because it has enriched
our knowledge. | am a history
teacher and | nced this kind of in-
formation to teach my students.

The contents and layout of your
weekly are [ine. | can offer no
comment.,

I am not very familiar with how
your magazine is distributed in my
country. But, there are many other
readers like me, and it is most im-
portant to get your weekly into
the hands of the working class. 1
hope Beijing Review can be distri-
buted in the provinces. By this,
I mean to the peasants, who are
the majority in my country.

Winston W. Guillen G.
Lima, Peru

Speaking as a new reader, | am
impressed by the way you focus
on a relatively large theme in such
a small space.

I am really interested in all of
the subjects you cover. The article
about the South-South Conference
in Cartagena cspecially auracted
my altention.

I also liked your comments on
the agrotechnical services com-
panies.  Thanks to your govein-
ment’s care for the peasants, you
have a great output of rice, sugar-
cane, potatoes, cte, and your
pesticide very cheap. which
makes your agricultural produc-
tion grow and flourish. Truly. vou
have a marvellous country.

is

Hector Gutierrez V.
Buga Valle, Colombia

Generally speaking. | would like
to know more about demographic
problems (birth rate. dcath rate.
migration, etc). population and
development. | am also interesi-
ed in international politics, and
the problems of socialism and
modernization.

For a long time | have been
satisfied with the valuable
formation service your authorita-
tive weekly provides. it helps me
understand your great and beauti-
ful country.

in-

Octavio Larrahondo M.
Roldanillo. Colombia

June 4. 1984
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EVENTS AND TRENDS
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Second Session of Sixth CPPCC Closes

After 15 very active days, the
Second Session of the Sixth Na-
tional Committee of the Chinese
People’s  Political Consultative
Conference (CPPCC) ended in Bei-
jing on May 26 in an atmosphere
of democracy and unity.

During the CPPCC session, the
1,700-0odd delegates also attended
the Second Session of the Sixth
National People’s Congress (NPC)
as observers, where they heard and
discussed a number of important
reports, notably the one delivered
by Premier Zhao Ziyang on the
work of the government. With a
high sense of responsibility, they
played their role as supervisors of
democracy in China. They spoke
their minds on major state affairs,
candidly criticized the work of the
CPPCC and the NPC and sub-
mitted morc than 1,000 motions,
in which they aired their opinions
and suggestions.

The session was seen as a fine
example of the great vitality of
China’s patriotic united front in
the new period of historical
development.

A political resolution adopted
by the session holds that Chairman
Deng Yingchao's opening speech
has provided the guidelines for the
CPPCC’s work. The resolution
also reiterates the five principles
for united front work, political
consultation, democratic super-
vision, co-operation between Com-
munists and non-Communists, mak-
ing friends in all quarters, and sclf-
education.

The resolution agrees with the
principles and policies enunciated
in the premier’s report on the gov-
ernment’s work, and supports the
government’s decision to pay
special attention to the two major
issues of ecconomic restructuring
and opening to the outside world.

In her speech at the closing
ceremony, Deng Yingchao urged
that the policies on intellectuals,
cspecially middle-aged ones, be
carnestly implemented, and con-
tinuous efforts be made to over-
come the influence of the *Left™
idcology.

The session added three new

CPPCC delegates from the Revolutionary Committee of the Kuomintang
ot o panel discussion.

fg

vice-chairmen to the Sixth Na-
tional Committee of the CPPCC.
They are Ma Wenrui, First Secre-
tary of the Shaanxi Provincial
Party Committee: Mao Yisheng, a
celebrated bridge designer and
Vice-Chairman of the Jiu San
Society; and Liu Jingji, an in-
dustrialist and Vice-Chairman of
the National Federation of In-
dustry and Commerce.

Deng on Problems
About Hongkong

The Chinese Government has the
right to station troops in Hongkong
after resuming the exercise of sov-
ereignty over the region, Deng
Xiaoping, Chairman of the Cen-
tral Advisory Commission of the
Chinese Communist Party. said in
Beijing on May 25.

“This is a symbol of safeguard-
ing the territory of the People’s
Republic of China and a symbol of
safeguarding our state sovereignty,
as well as a guarantee of Hong-
kong's stability and prosperity.” he
said.

“Since Hongkong is part of
China's territory, why can't we
send troops there? How can Hong-
kong be described as Chincse terri-
tory if we don't have the right to
station troops there?” he asked.

Deng was speaking at a meeting
with National People’s Congress
deputies and members of the Chi-
nese People’s Political Consultative
Conference National Committee
from Hongkong and Macao.

He said the Chinese Govern-
ment’s position on settling the
Hongkong issue is fair and reason-
able. He also said the NPC depu-
ties and CPPCC members from
Hongkong and Macao may rest as-
surcd that the Hongkong issue will

Beijing Review, No. 23



be settled satisfactorily provided
the Chinese Government's policies
are followed. Those who truly
love the country and Hongkong
will not be disappointed, he added.

Deng also discussed how 1o
handle problems that may arise
during the 13 years before China
resumes the exercise of its sov-
ereignty over Hongkong in 1997.

Hongkong began to be occupied
by Britain in the late years of the
Qing Dynasty through forcing the
Qing government to sign an un-
equal treaty. By May 28. major
progress had been made after 14
rounds of Sino-British talks on re-
storing China’s sovereignty in 1997
ori the basis of ensuring Hong-
kong's stability and prosperity.

Reformers Placed
In Leading Posts

Personnel departments at  all
levels should, as quickly as pos-
sible, select and put in leading
posts a large number of reformers
who can create a new situation in
work, a leading member of the
Organization Department of the
CPC Central Committee has point-
ed out.

The official stressed that the key
to reforming lies in how to make
the best use of talented people.
Competition for products and tech-
nology is in essence a competition
of talents, he said. The pace of
China’s modernization in the next
two decades or so depends largely
on the abilities of the decision-
making group, composed of leading
cadres at various levels.

Today, he said, cadre selection
and promotion is in fact a mat-
ter of picking the best among the
intellectuals (including those self-
taught), especially those in the
prime of life.

At present, the promotion of in-
tellectuals to leading posts still

June 4,

1984

Zhu Zhenxiang (second from left) visits his old workshop in Shanghai. He
was recently promoted to deputy manager of a Shanghai district industrial
company because he boldly reformed the workshop.

meets with resistance in certain
arcas and departments. Because of
lingering **Left" influence from the
“cultural  revolution,” technical
personnel are often hard-pressed
and discriminated against. It is
necessary, he said, to further clear
away the “Left” influence and,
while organizing leading bodies,
emphasis should be on selecting
cadres who revolutionary,
younger in average age, better edu-
cated and more professionally com-
petent. To be more specific about
their education, cadres should
have professional knowledge of
industry, agriculture, cconomics,
trade., Marxist theory, science
and culture.

are

In selecting cadres, undue em-
phasis must no longer be put on
practical experience and seniority
to the neglect of scientific and
theoretical knowledge. on personal
relationships and sentiments to
the neglect of the needs of work
and revolutionary cause, and on
the opinions of individual officials
to the neglect of the opinions of
the majority, the official added.

He also called on departments in
various localitles to make break-
throughs in boldly picking and
promoting young cadres who have

tempered themselves in practice.
The moment a competent person
is discovered, hc should be res-
olutely and promptly promoted to
an important leading position.
Morcover, favourable conditions
should be created for him to give
full play to his talent.

As early as 1980, Deng Xiaoping,
Chairman of the Central Advisory
Commission, had already pointed
out the defects of the existing sys-
tem of cadre selection and promo-
tion, which along with the work
style of some cadres in organiza-
tional and personnel departments,
was hampering the advance of
people whosc skills were badly
needed.

Trade Pacts With
5 European Nations

In the next few years, Hungary.
Bulgaria, Czcchoslovakia, the Ger-
man Democratic Republic and
Poland will help China devclop its
In return, China will
provide these five countries with
light industrial products. espec-
ially textiles. according 10 Chinu
Duaily.

enterprises.



The total trade volume between
China and these five countries is
expected to reach US$900 million
this year.

One hundred and one co-opera-
tive projects were discussed when
a Chinese economic delegation
visited these five countries from
March 22 to April 26 this year.
Among them, 79 projects, worth
US$80 million, were agreed on and
technical and trade negotiations
will begin immediately. These
projects mainly involve machinery.
metallurgy, chemistry, power, rail-
roads, coal. building materials,
commerce, textiles, food pharma-
ceuticals, light industrial products.
agriculture and forestry.

China has decided to import a
new technology which wuses a
column of air in place of a spindle
from Czechoslovakia and refrige-
rated van design and manufactur-
ing technology from the German
Democratic Republic. It will co-
produce heavy trucks with Czecho-
slovakia, buses with Hungary and
Poland, fork lifts with Bulgaria
and combine harvesters with the
German Democratic Republic.

Trade between China and these
five countries, in spite of its rapid
expansion in the past year, ac-
counted for only 2 per cent of
China’s total trade volume and less
than 1 per cent of that of these five
European countries. In order to
realize the trade potentials and
discuss establishing a mixed eco-
nomic  commission of  vice-
premiers, Chen Muhua, State
Councillor and Minister of Foreign
Economic Relations and Trade,
will visit three of these five coun-
trics next month. She hopes to
negotiate long-term bilateral cco-
nomic and trade agreements.

Each of these five European
countries has its own economic and
technological strong points which
China can learn from. For example,
the German Democratic Republic
exports 5400 types of optical in-
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struments to more than 100 coun-
tries every year. Czechoslovakia
produces 500.000-kilowatt thermal
generators and  440,000-kilowatt
nuclear power ecquipment. The
Balkan United Vehicle Enterprise
of Bulgaria is the largest producer
of fork lifts in the world. Poland
exports power station boilers rated
at 1,800 tons per hour. And Hun-
gary produces lkarus buses, high-
quality medicines and pesticides
and medical apparatus.

Delta Thriving
On Open Policy

For five years running, the total
industrial and agricultural output
value of the fertile, subtropical
Zhujiang (Pcarl) River Dclta in
southern Guangdong Province has
registered an annual growth rate of
over 11 per cent, higher than the
national average.

The new boom is attributable to
the area’s favourable climate, pro-

Peasants in Baoan County,

Guangdong Province,

ximity 10 Hongkong and Macao,
and, most importantly, the imple-
mentation of the central authorities’
special policies for opening Guang-
dong and other coastal provinces
and cities to the outside world.

According to statistics from the
cight cities and 24 counties in the
Zhujiang River Delta, the total in-
dustrial and agricultural output
value in 1983 was up 73 per cent
from 1978, with an average
annual growth rate of 11.7 per
cent.  In Shenzhen, one of China’s
first speciai cconomic zones, this

ligure was quadrupled, and in
Foshan, Nanhai and Huizhou
doubled.

Foreign capital and imported

advanced technology and  equip-
ment have also played an impor-
tant role in quickening the dela’s
cconomic growth. In five years
the arca has signed 24,000 con-
tracts with companies in Hong-
kong and Macao and foreign coun-
trics involving USS4.000 million
in forcign investment, of which
USS1.080  million

have already

produce electrical

appliances in a factory operating in co-operation with a US company.




been put to use. The electronics
industry alone has imported more
than 2,000 scts of equipment and
30 assembly lines.

Many rural factories have up-
graded their technology and equip-
ment with foreign expertise, and a
number of new enterprises have
been cstablished which are con-
sidered first-class in China and
compare favourably with advanced
world levels. One-third of the
peasant-run factories in Shunde
County. Guangdong, are making
export commodities.

The distribution of goods has
also been quickened. marked by
multiple channels. fewer intermed-
iatc links and an openness to the
outside world. Many state-run
stores and supply and marketing
co-operatives have been working
closely with urban factories and
rural industries on a wide scale.
and the number of collective and
individual commercial enterprises
has grown rapidly.

By the end of last yecar, 260,000
households in  the dclia
engaged in individual industry
and commerce, employing 300.000
people, and 80,000 citizens were
specializing in transporting farm
and sidcline goods.

werce

Agricultural commodity produc-
tion has made much headway, too.
The output of fish and fruit, for
example, has grown noticeably.
Nanhai County alone sells 85 per
cent of its farm and sidceline prod-
ucts as commodities. Foreign-
exchange income from tourism in
this rose to US$40 million
- in 1985 from US$2 million in 1978.

arca

Thriving commodity production
has hclped improve the people’s
livelihood. By the end of 1983,
savings deposits in the delta to-
talled 5,450 million yuan, a 4.5-
fold increase from the end of 1978.
Interestingly cnough, the first three
scts of combination furniture
worth 3.000 yuan cach sold at the
Nanfang Building in Guangzhou
were all bought by delta peasants.
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President Li Xiannian (second from right) in talks with Sri Lanka's President
Junius Joyewardene (second from left)

China, Sri Lanka Find Commonality

President Li Xiannian has told
the visiting President of Sri Lanka
that China will, as always, abide
by the Five Principles of Peaceful
Coexistence and will
relations with Sri

conduct its
Lanka on that
basis.

Li was speaking at a banquet
in honour of President Junius
Richard |ayewardenc. and Mrs.
layewardene, whose trip to China
from May 20 to 25 at Li's invila-
tion was the first by a Sri Lankan
head of state.

“In recent years,” Li said, “the
Government ol Sri Lanka
made great clforts to exploit the

has

natural resources of its country.
pursued open economic  policics
and engaged in active international
co-operation. thus bringing about
a rapid growth of the national
cconomy.

“Sri Lanka pursucs a foreign
policy of non-alignment and con-
demns power politics and policies
of aggression and expansion.” he
said. "It stands for peace. dis-
armament and  good-neighbour
rclations and works for South-
South co-operation and regional
co-operation in South  Asia. The
Chinese Government and people

very much admire Sri Lanka fo
the active role it is playing in in-
ternational affairs and firmly sup-
port its just struggle to safeguard
its independence. sovereignty and
territorial integrity.”

The two discussed
the current international situation
and bilateral relations on May 21.
stressing the promotion of unity

presidents

and co-operation  between  third
world countrics
On the mternational sitwation,

the two sides held that the super-
powers” hegemonic rivalry is the

major source of world tension.
They declared  that  enhancing
unity  between  the  peoples  of

various countrics and lorcing the
superpowers 1o
ment on total disarmament

rcach an  agree-
is the

way to safcguard world peace.

They were concerned about the
situation in South Asia and held
that the countries in this region
should choose their own govern-
ments and social systems through

peacciul dialugue.

Both presidents expressed satis-

faction with the development of

friendly rclations  between  thei

IWO countries.
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Jayewardene pointed out that
Sri Lanka was one of the first
countries to establish diplomatic
ties with China and that the two
countries share identical views on
major international issues.

He thanked the Chinese Govern-
ment for its sincere assistance 1o
his country.

Deng Xiaoping, Chairman of
the Central Advisory Commission
of the Chinese Communist Party,
who met Jayewardene on May 23,
said that relations between the two
countries have been good since
they were established and the two
countries have much in common.
On the international issues, said
Deng: “We have no divergence
and argument; we have only
friendship.”

Jayewardene said Sri Lanka had
speeded its economic development
through the establishment of free-
trade zones, a policy which has
helped 60,000 people find employ-
ment.

He said he hoped 1o learn from
China's experiences in opening its
special economic zones.

Deng said China and Sri Lanka
have much in common in this
respect and have found a correct
road in the use ol special economic
zones. “Closed-doorism™ could
not end a nation's backwardness,
he said.

Meeting with Jaycwardene on
May 21, Premier Zhao Ziyang said
that in the 1950s, while China was
blocked by the imperialists, Sri
Lanka signed a rubber and rice
pact with China and Sri Lanka
had always supported the restora-
tion of China's seat in the United
Nations.

Zhao said that China is willing
to improve, enrich and vary its co-
operation with other third world
countries by learning from one
another and making up one
another’s deficiencies.

The Chinese and Sri Lankan
Governments signed two agree-
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ments on May 22, one on the
establishment of a joint committec
for economic and trade co-opera-
tion, the other on scientific and
technical co-operation.

Premier Zhao on
International Issues

Premier Zhao Ziyang, at a press
conference to outline his views on
a number of international issues,
has said that his visit to Western
Europe is aimed at secking [riend-
ship. co-operation and pcace.

Zhao was speaking on May 23
to Beijing-based journalists from
the six countries he will visit. His
18-day tour, which started on May
29, will cover France. Belgium,
Sweden, Denmark, Norway and
Italy, as well as the European Com-
munity headquarters in Brussels.

Sino-Western European Relations.
Zhao said that Western Europe
plays an important role in inter-
national alfairs and China has
always stressed developing friend-
ly relations with the countries of
this region. which share identical
or similar views with China on

many major international issues
and have been important trading
partners with China.

There are broad prospects for
development of economy and trade
between Western  Europe  and
China, he added.

Zhao said China and the coun-
tries of Western Europe have their
respective strong points and it is
entirely possible for them to learn
from each other, make up for each
other’s weaknesses and co-operate
on the basis of cquality and mutual
benefit.

He invited West European en-
trepreneurs and industrialists to co-
operate with China in its large-
scale construction projects in the
energy. transportation, telecom-
munications, iron and stecl, and
non-ferrous metals industries. as
well as in China's efforts to up-
grade its existing cnterprises

various
forms, he explained, and joint ven-

Co-operation can take

tures in these arcas can vary in size.

On Disarmament. Zhao said
China’s position on disarmament is
known 1o all. It stands for a

reduction of arms and particularly
the complete destruction of all
nuclear weapons.

Premier Zhao Ziyang meets Beijing-based journalists from the six West
European countries he will visit.
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However, he pointed out, be-
cause the two superpowers possess
95 per cent of the world’s nuclear
weapons, they should take the lead
in drastically reducing their nu-
clear and conventional weapons.
Only in this way will it be meaning-
ful to talk about universal disarma-
ment, he said.

The Premier reminded the repor-
ters that China has told the United
Nations that once the two super-
powers stop testing, manufacturing
and improving nuclear weapons
and agree on a drastic reduction
of their nuclear arsenals, China
will approve the convening of an
international conference on disar-
mament involving all nuclear
powers and participate in it.

Zhao said China’s position on
disarmament is conducive to easing
world tensions, as well as tensions
between the East and West.

He said he is ready to exchange
views on this issue with West Euro-
pean leaders during his visit and
he hopes that China will receive
their understanding and support for
its position.

On the Peace Movement in West-
ern Europe. Zhao described this
movement as an expression of the
West European people’s desire for
peace and their refusal to be
_ plunged into another catastrophic
war. China sympathizes with them
and supports this desire, he said.

Whether certain other countries
may take advantage of this move-
ment to serve their own interests
is another matter, he said. The
Woest European countrics’ efforts
to strengthen their defenses for the
sake of their own security are not
contradictory to their efforts to
safeguard peace, he said.

Sino-Soviet Relations. Asked if the
Soviet Union is a reliable partner
for dialogue, Zhao said, **Only in
the process of dialogue can one
ascertain whether the partner s
reliable.”

“The Soviet side said that they
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put off the visit (to Beijing by Ivan
Arkhipov) because they were not
well prepared,” Zhao said. *“Well,
let's wait until they are well pre-
pared. The postponement of Arkhi-
pov’s visit to China will not affect
the next round of consultations on
normalizing Sino-Soviet relations.”

“On our part,” he said, ““we are
willing to seek the normalization of
relations with the Soviet Union on
the basis of the Five Principles of
Peaceful Coexistence. We also hope
that economic and technical ex-
changes between the two countries
will expand on the basis of equality
and mutual benefit. We think this
is in the interests of the Chinese
and Soviet people and also world
peace.”

Sino-US Relations. Zhao said he
believes that China's relations
with the United States will not
affect its relations with the Soviet
Union, or vice versa.

Sino-US relations have improved
1o a certain extent as a result of
the exchange of visits between
leaders of the two countries, he
said. But the main obstacle, the
Taiwan question, still exists.

Only when the US Government
carnestly observes the principles set
out in the three joint communiques
can Sino-US relations develop
steadily in the long term, Zhao
stressed.

Sino-Vatican Relations. Zhao said
since the Vatican still maintains
“diplomatic relations” with