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Yi Song and Dance 
Festival 

People of the Yi na
tionality living in Funing 
county of Yunnan 
Province and Napo 
County of the Guangxi 
Zhuang Autonomous 
Region hold an annual 
song and dance festival 
during the first 10 days of 
the lunar month of April. 

Making a cap for the 
lead dancer. 

Lusheng (reed pipe) Dance. 

Musicians play an ancient 
drum during the festival. 
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NOTES FROM THE EDITORS 

Controlling Industrial Development 
by JIN Ql 
E c o n o m i c E d i t o r 

The excessive speed of China's 
industrial development since the 
last quarter of 1984 resulted in 
an enormous demand on domestic 
markets and a rapid increase in in
vestment in consumer funds and 
fixed assets. This problem arising 
from the current economic re
forms has aroused the concern of 
the Chinese government, which 
responded with a seiies of 
measures. 

China's industry grev/ 14 per
cent in 1984 over the previous 
year, lower than that of agricul
ture (14.5 percent). Last October, 
industry began to develop very 
quickly. In December it went 
up by 20.4 percent and in January 
1985 the figure rose to 24.5 per
cent. But after the national pro
vincial governors' meeting in 
February 1985, effective meas
ures were adopted to keep 
the fast-growing trend under 
control. According to statistics, 
China's industry increased 23.1 
percent in the first half of 1985 
over the same period of 1984 
(light industry developed more 
quickly than heavy industry). It 
is estimated that the speed of in
dustrial development will slow 
during the second half of the year. 

The normal reasons for the rapid 
development of industry are: The 
bumper agricultural harvest of 
1984 supplied ample raw meterials 
and a big market for industry; a 
large number of capital construc
tion projects and technical trans
formation projects were completed 
and put into operation, increasing 

the country's production capacity; 
and enterprises got more decision
making powers, and their enthu
siasm for production soared. 

But there are also some abnor
mal reasons: Many enterprises, 
especially rural ones, (which in
creased their output by 50 percent 
in the first half of 1985 over the 
same period of 1984), competed 
with each other for high-speed de-

I t is necessary t o a d o p t 
n e w m e a s u r e s t o control 
t h e m a c r o e c o n o m y so as 
to e n s u r e t h e b a l a n c e d 
d e v e l o p m e n t of ' 
t h e n a t i o n a l economy, 
above a l l , t h e b a l a n c e d 
d e v e l o p m e n t of t h e 

jsociety's t o t a l d e m a n d a n d 
supply. 

velopment; consumer funds in
creased too fast (the country's total 
payment for wages in the first four 
months of 1985 rose 32.9 percent 
over the same period of the 
previous year), which boosted 
the production of consumer goods; 
the total investment in fixed assets 
outside the state plan (of which 
most are pooled by the local en
terprises or loaned by the banks) 
was too big, which stimulated the 
production of the means of produc
tion. 

The too rapid industrial devel
opment led to the neglect of the 
quality of products and economic 

efficiency, aggravating the short
age of electricity and the strain on 
transportation, sharply increasing 
the demand for materials, and 
causing difficulties for the econom
ic reform, especially price and 
wage reforms. 

The above situation shows that 
while streamlining administration 
and delegating powers to enter
prises to spur microeconomic ac
tivity, we must adopt new meas
ures to control the macroeconomy 
so as to ensure the balanced de
velopment of the national econ
omy, above all, the balanced de
velopment of the society's total 
demand and supply. 

China is now undergoing a 
transformation from an old eco
nomic model to a new one. The 
objective of a new economic model 
is to organically combine a social
ist planned economy with a com
modity economy. More play, 
therefore, should be given to the 
role of the market. The govern
ment should control the economy 
mainly by employing the economic 
levers of prices, loans and taxes 
rather than through administrative 
methods and mandatory plans. 
Since China's current price sys.tem 
is irrational and since it can only 
be reformed gradually, the two dif
ferent methods have to be em
ployed simultaneously. 

Since the beginning of this year 
the Chinese government has cho
sen the following steps to control 
the macroeconomy: 

• To restrict the issuance of 
currency and the amount of loans. 
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B o t h a m o u n t s m u s t n o t e x c e e d t h e 
s t a t e p l a n . 

• T o c u t t h e n u m b e r o f i n v e s t 
m e n t p r o j e c t s o f f i x e d a s s e t s , a n d 
s t o p o r p o s t p o n e t h e i r c o n s t r u c t i o n 
i f t h e y a r e n o t n e c e s s a r y o r u r g e n t 
l y n e e d e d a n d a r e o u t s i d e t h e s t a t e 
p l a n . 

• T o c h e c k t h e i n c r e a s e o f c o n 
s u m e r f u n d s , t h e s t a t e b e g a n t o 
c o l l e c t f r o m s t a t e - o w n e d e n t e r 
p r i s e s w a g e - r a i s i n g t a x e s a n d 
b o n u s t a x e s a t p r o g r e s s i v e t a x 
r a t e s . 

• T o c o n t i n u e t o e m p h a s i z e 
i m p r o v i n g t h e q u a l i t y o f p r o d u c t s 
a n d t h e e c o n o m i c r e s u l t s o f 
e n t e r p r i s e s . 

I t i s e x p e c t e d t h a t t h e s e m e a s 
u r e s w i l l r e d u c e t h e p r e s e n t e x c e s 
s i v e s p e e d o f i n d u s t r i a l d e v e l o p 
m e n t t o a n o r m a l r a t e s o as t o e n 
s u r e a s u s t a i n e d , s t a b l e a n d c o 
o r d i n a t e d d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e n a 
t i o n a l e c o n o m y . S u c h a d e v e l o p 
m e n t i s t h e g o a l o f C h i n a ' s i n d u s t r y 
f o r t h e s e c o n d h a l f o f t h e y e a r . 
T h e p e r f o r m a n c e o f t h e p a s t f e w 
m o n t h s i n d i c a t e s i t i s p o s s i b l e t o 
a c h i e v e t h a t g o a l . 

Historical Tragedy Must 
Not Be Repeated 

A f t e r r e a d i n g s o m a n y a r t i c l e s 
a b o u t W o r l d W a r I I , I w a s 
e s p e c i a l l y i n t e r e s t e d i n t h e a r t i c l e 
" H i s t o r i c a l T r a g e d y M u s t N o t 
B e R e p e a t e d " ( i n i s s u e N o . 18 o f 
1 9 8 5 ) . B y r e a d i n g i t I l e a r n t 
t h e r e w a s a " C h i n e s e F r o n t . " I 
gue'ss f e w p e o p l e i n F R G o r e v e n 
i n t h e W e s t k n o w a b o u t i t s 
e x i s t e n c e . P e o p l e o n l y k n o w o f 
t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , B r i t a i n , F r a n c e 
a n d t h e S o v i e t U n i o n as W o r l d 
W a r l l ' s v i c t o r s . T h e y m a y o n l y 
m e n t i o n Y u g o s l a v i a a n d o t h e r 
s m a l l c o u n t r i e s , i n c l u d i n g C h i n a , 
i n t h e i r o w n c a t e g o r y . T h e r e f o r e , 
d i s c u s s i o n o f t h e i r h p o r t a n t r o l e 
C h i n a p l a y e d i n W o r l d W a r I I i s 
n e c e s s a r y b e c a u s e i t t e l l s t h e 
h i s t o r i c a l t r u t h . I t ' s c l e a r h e g e m 
o n y n o t o n l y e x i s t s i n r e a l i t y , 
w h i c h i s v i s i b l e , b u t a l s o i n m a n ' s 
m i n d . 

G. Weiershaus 
B i e d e n k o p f , F R G 

I l i k e d t h e a r t i c l e " H i s t o r i c a l 
T r a g e d y M u s t N o t B e R e p e a t e d " 
v e r y m u c h . I n t a l k i n g o f t h e 
v i c t o r s i n W o r l d W a r I I , t h e 
m a s s m e d i a i n t h e W e s t o n l y 
r e f e r t o t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , t h e 
S o v i e t U n i o n , B r i t a i n a n d F r a n c e . 
T h e W e s t e r n m e d i a n e v e r g i v e 
a p p r o p r i a t e m e n t i o n t o C h i n a ' s 
g r e a t c o n t r i b u t i o n . T h e a u t h o r 
d e a l s w i t h t h e i m p o r t a n t r o l e t h e 
C h i n e s e p e o p l e p l a y e d i n d e f e a t 
i n g t h e f a s c i s t c o u n t r i e s i n t h e 
E a s t w i t h i m p r e s s i v e f a c t s a n d 
f i g u r e s . 

F o r t o d a y ' s s a k e w e s h o u l d 
d r a w l e s s o n s f r o m t h e w a r . T h e 
a u t h o r p o i n t e d o u t t h a t a n o t h e r 
w o r l d w a r c o u l d b e p r e v e n t e d 
t h r o u g h d e t e n t e a n d a r m s r e d u c 
t i o n b e f o r e t h e t w o m i l i t a r y b l o c s 
v a n i s h a u t o m a t i c a l l y . . . . 

F i n a l l y , a s t h e a r t i c l e s t r e s s e d , 
i t i s v e r y i m p o r t a n t t o e s t a b l i s h 

LETTERS 
a w o r l d - w i d e u n i t e d f r o n t a g a i n s t 
t h e a r m s r a c e . T h e d i v i s i o n o f 
p r o g r e s s i v e f o r c e s o n l y w i l l b e n e 
f i t t h e w a r m o n g e r s a s i t d i d 5 0 
y e a r s a g o . 

H. G. Foerster 
B i e l e f e l d , F R G 

Articles About Rural 
Science Are Welcomed 

I n y o u r l a t e s t i s s u e o f Beijing 
Review ( N o . 2 3 ) , a r t i c l e s l i k e 
" P e a s a n t s T u r n t o S c i e n c e f o r 
H e l p " a r e e x t r e m e l y a b s o r b i n g 
b e c a u s e t h e y t e l l t r u e s t o r i e s o f 
a c h i e v e m e n t . I n p a r t i c u l a r t h e 
cases o f S h i L e i w h o r e a d a b o o k 
t h a t c h a n g e d h i s l i f e a n d m a d e 
9 7 , 0 0 0 y u a n p r o f i t , a n d L i X i a n g -
l i n g w h o l e a r n t t h e r u d i m e n t s o f 
a g r i c u l t u r a l s c i e n c e a n d e a r n e d 
2 4 , 0 0 0 y u a n , a r e a g r e a t b o o s t t o 
p e o p l e e v e r y w h e r e . S u c h a r t i c l e s 
d e m o n s t r a t e t h e s u p e r i o r i t y o f 
s o c i a l i s m i n r e l e a s i n g t h e i n i t i a 
t i v e o f o r d i n a r y p e o p l e . I 
d e s p a i r e d , d u r i n g t h e " c u l t u r a l 
r e v o l u t i o n , " w i t h a l l t h e t a l k t h a t 
s u c h a c t i v i t y w a s " b o u r g e o i s 
r i g h t " a n d o u g h t t o b e c o m b a t e d . 

I w o u l d l i k e t o see m o r e r e 
p o r t s o n s u c h d e v e l o p m e n t s . 

\ Martin. L . Clarke 
B r i t a i n 

More Coverage of 
Different Regions 

I t h i n k t h e a p p e a r a n c e o f 
Beijing Review m a k e s a g o o d i m 
p r e s s i o n o n i t s r e a d e r s . B u t 
t h e r e i s s t i l l r o o m f o r t h e 
m a g a z i n e t o i n c l u d e m o r e c o n 
t e n t s o n d i f f e r e n t r e g i o n s . I f 
p o s s i b l e , p l e a s e g i v e m o r e r e p o r t s 
o n S o u t h e a s t A s i a , e s p e c i a l l y o n 
i t s p o l i t i c a l o p i n i o n s . 

U s u a l l y , I o n l y r e a d t h e a r t i c l e s 
a p p e a l i n g t o m e . H o w e v e r , I ' l l 
a l s o s c a n t h o s e t h a t I t h i n k i m 
p o r t a n t . 

Phan-Cao-Thanh 
C a i l l a r d , F r a n c e 
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FVFNTS AND TRFNnS -

Deng: Party Conference to Promote Young People 

Deng Xiaoping shakes hands with Kimura Mutsuo 

The central task of the Chinese 
Communist Party conference is to 
introduce more young people into 
the forefront of Party leadership, 
declared Chinese leader Deng 
Xiaoping. 

At a July 21 meeting with Ki
mura Mutsuo, president of Japan's 
House of Councillors, and his 
party, in Beidaihe, a summer resort 
in north China, Deng said the 
conference, to be held in Septem
ber, should aim to appoint young 
leaders to the Central Committee, 
Political Bureau and Secretariat. 

He said: "We now are working 
on the third echelon of leaders. 
In the future we will form the 
fourth and fifth echelons. All 
this is aimed at ensuring the con
tinuity of China's present poli
cies." 

Commenting on China's pres
ent situation, Deng said both the 
open policy and economic restruc
turing are new and involve risk. 
The reforms inevitably will en
counter obstacles. "We commit 
mistakes, big or small, in our 
work too," he said. "So we must 
review our experience after taking 
each step forward and correct our 
mistakes once they are found." 

In response to Mutsuo's ques
tions, Deng said the settlement of 
the Hongkong issue set an exam
ple for peaceful solution to 
questions left over from his
tory. The experience can be ap
plied fully to the settlement of the 
Taiwan issue, Deng pointed out. 
"Our policies towards Taiwan are 
more generous in that we would 
allow Taiwan to keep its t roops," 
he said. Deng said China is seek
ing a peaceful settlement of the 
Taiwan issue. But, he added, 
China cannot promise never to 

use force. "If we promise never 
to use force, our peaceful nego-

Chinese Vice-Premier Yao 
Yilin returned from an eight-day 
visit to the Soviet Union July 16 
with two new economic and 
trade agreements in hand. 

The two agreements "are im
portant to the long-term and 
steady development of economic 
and trade relations between the 
two countries," said Yao as he 
departed the Soviet Union for 
home. 

"My talks with Soviet leaders 
on the normalization of Sino-
Soviet relations are also helpful 
for our two countries to better 
understand each other's positions. 
I consider many things remain to 
be done to normalize relations," 
Yao said. 

He added that there are still 
obstacles to improving relations 
and he hopes the Soviets will 

tiations with Taiwan will become 
impossible." 

take steps to remove these 
obstacles. 

Though Yao did not mention 
specific "obstacles," Chinese 
spokesmen in the past have listed 
three — the removal of more than 
1 million Soviet troops along the 
Sino-Soviet border, the withdraw
al of Soviet troops from Af
ghanistan and an end to support 
for the Vietnamese invasion of 
Kampuchea. 

None of these problems have 
been solved despite the six 
rounds of talks that have been 
held between Chinese and Soviet 
leaders. "Improvement of re
lations cannot be determined by 
the desire of only one side," 
Chinese Communist Party General 
Secretary Hu Yaobang said early 
this year. 

Despite the obstacles, economic 

Progress Made in Sino-Soviet Relations 
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Farmers in Dongguon County, Guangdong Province, put up the money to 
pave a 550-km highway. 

relations have improved. Border 
trade resumed in 1983. Traders 
on the northern borders of 
Heilongjiang Province and the 
Inner Mongolian and Xinjiang au
tonomous' regions have resumed 
business with their Soviet coun
terparts. Bilateral trade reached 
US$1.2 billion in 1984, a 60 
percent increase over 1983. It 
is expected to total US$1.6 billion 
this year, up 36 percent from 
1984. Both sides agreed during 
Yao's recent visit that a Sino-
Soviet commission on economic, 
trade, scientific and technological 
co-operation will hold its first 
meeting during the first half of 
1986 in Beijing. 

Yao's trip was a return visit for 
the one paid to China last Decem
ber by Ivan Vasilyevich Arkhi-
pov, first vice-chairman of the 
Council of Ministers of the Soviet 
Union. 

Government to Aid 
Rural Road Repair 

The Chinese government is to 
provide 2 billion yuan worth of 
aid over the next two years to help 
poor areas build rural roads, it was 
announced at a recent national 
conference. 

The targetted areas are mainly 
in northeast, northwest and cen
tral China, all of which have poor 
transport facilities. 

The aid will be in the form of 
grain, cotton and cloth to com
pensate the areas for production 
losses incurred by their road-
building programmes. 

The government will take out a 
loan of US$77 million from the 
World Bank this year to build 
about 1,300 km of road in the 
counties and townships o'f Yun
nan, Zhejiang, Guangxi, Sichuan 
and Jiangxi. The northeast will 
also get 500 million yuan worth of 
aid for new roads, which will 

enable officials to ship out their 
surplus corn crop. 

According to statistics from 22 
provinces and autonomous re
gions, the state provided 1.54 
billion yuan worth of grain, cot
ton and cloth for road-building 
efforts over the past year. 

With peasants now attempting 
to sell their goods further from 
home, the, shortage of good roads 
has hampered progress towards a 
commodity economy. Roads are 
often substandard and some re
mote areas have no roads at all. 

Conference participants were 
told there were 620,000 km of 
roads in China's rural areas at the 
end of last year, nearly 70 percent 

of the nation's total figure. But 
most of the rural roads are un-
paved and narrow, and many are 
severely overloaded. 

Statistics for 1984 show that 
nearly 2 billion tons of freight 
were hauled over rural roads and 
more than 2.5 billion passengers 
took buses oti rural routes. Large 
amounts of agricultural and side
line products are waiung to be 
shipped by truck. 

A road-building drive was 
launched throughout rural China 
early last year, and nearly 15,000 
km of new roads have since been 
built. Another 12,400 km of new 
roads are now under construction. 

An 11-year project to renovate 
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. News in Brief 
Recent statistics indicate 

that China's merchant fleet 
raniis ninth in the world in 
terms of tonnage. Chartered 
ships included, the Chinese 
merchant navy totals 14.4 
million deadweight tons. 
Chinese ships call at more 
ihan 6U0 pons around the 
globe. 

* * *, 

China turm-d out 20i,000 
motor vehicles in the first 
six months of this year. 48 
percent more than in the 
first half of last year, 
China's two largest auto
makers, located in }ilin and 
Hubei provinces, - together 
produced 85,843 cars and 
trucks during the period. 

* « # 

A modern 3,000-seat gym
nasium built to blend in 
with Lhasa's traditional Ti
betan architecture was re
cently completed. Facing 
the Potala Paface, it is Ti

bet's first gym. 

Chinese scholars on both 
sides of the Taiwan Straits 
will co-operate in writing a 

history of Chinese philosophy 
during Ming and Qing 
dynasties (1368-1911). The 
history, which will be com
piled by 30 scholars, will be 
published in 10 volumes 
over the next two years. 

* * * 

China will enrol 3.143 
doctoral students this year. 
The boom began last year, 
when nearly 2,000 were 
working for their doctor
ates. Some 76 percent of the 
PhD candidates are studying 
science and engineering.' 

the world's highest highway on 
the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau is near 
completion. The road, from the 
Qinghai provincial capital of 
Xining to Lhasa, capital of Tibet, 
formerly a sand and stone affair, 
has now been paved with asphalt. 
The 1,943-km highway has, in the 
past, handled about 100,000 tons 
of cargo a year. Over the past two 
years, however, the annual trans
port volume increased to more than 
500,000 tons. This was attributed 
in part to the construction of 43 
projects in Tibet. 

In Shaanxi Province, nearly 1 
million peasants turned out ear
lier this year to build roads in the 
secluded but resource-rich area 
around the Qingling and Badian 
mountains. 

Because there is a lack of state 
investment, most of the fuiiding 
for road repairs comes from local 
governments, collectives and in
dividuals. 

In northeast China Jilin Prov
ince, the local governments, collec
tives and individuals put up 1.9 
million yuan and peasants provided 
a total of 27 million yuan worth of 
labour to repair roads last year. 
Last autumn they repaired nearly 
30,000 km of highway. 

In Hunan Province, some 4 
million peasants are now engaged 
in road construction. Since spring 
of this year, they have upgraded 
8,700 km. 

False Advertising 
Angers Consumers 

"Mama," asked one little girl, 
"how many wristwatches does 
each of the uncles of the Antarc
tic Expedition wear?" 

"Foolish girl, of course only 
one," her mother answered. 

But the girl silenced her mother 
by pointing out that 3 different 
watch companies were bragging 
in advertisements that their 
watches had been worn by mem

bers of the recent Chinese An
tarctic expedition. 

China's ad industry has boomed 
since the end of the 1970s when 
the central authorities introduced 
flexible economic policies. Ac
cording to the State Administra
tion for Industry and Commerce, 
the number of advertising agencies 
has grown from 10 in 1978 to 
4,000 in 1984. Meanwhile, de
ceptive advertising has grown at 
the same rapid pace. 

Much of the advertising is not 
so much deceptive as it is pure 
puffery. Television commercials, 
for example, constantly hy;3e their 
products as "famous around the 
world," "first in the country," 
"top quality" and "fully guaran
teed." Even children have no 
problem in seeing through some 
of the claims. 

But for years, China's consum
ers, unaccustomed to the claims 
and counterclaims of the free
wheeling commercial world, have 
been taken in by the thousands of 
deceptive advertisers. Tricked by 
sneaky advertising ploys, hundreds 
of bilked customers have written 
to the China Consumer Associa
tion and other official bodies 
calling for investigations and 
punishment for those found 
guilty. 

Over the past year a flock of 
ads have appeared in newspapers 
and magazines hawking a "body
building machine" produced in 
Maoming City, Guangdong Prov
ince. Billed as the newest inven
tion by a famous foreign doctor, 
the machine is supposed to make 
young people between the ages of 
17 and 25 grow taller. Just send 
in 96 yuan, the ad promises, and 
you'll be on your way to a taller 
build. 

Many young hopefuls did just 
that, losing more than a month's 
wages in the process. What they 
received was two nylon ropes, 
two pedals and two pulleys, all 
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F a n M i M Folk Osteologist Opens Clinic 
Luo Youming, an 85-year-old Chinese osteologist, opened her 

osteologic and traumo hospital in Jianmrngyrng, Chooyang District, in 
Beijing on July 13. Having practised medicine for more thqn 60 years, 
Luo has been famous for her "Luo Bonesetting," which has proven 
effective for curing bone injuries. Luo and her apprentices have re
lieved more than 1 million patients, and she herself is known by her 
patients as a "contemporary Hua Tuo" (Hua Tuo, ?-208, a famous 
ancient Chinese doctor). Her opprentices Feng Tianyou (now with an 
Air Force hospital) and Liu Jianzhong (in Shuangqiao Hospital, Chao-
yang District, Beijing), are also stars of Chinese osteology. 

t o g e t h e r w o r t h o n l y a f e w y u a n . 
A n d w o r s e , t h e c o n t r a p t i o n i s 
w o r t h l e s s a s a t o o l f o r g r o w i n g 
t a l l e r . 

I n a b i d f o r g r e a t e r s a l e s , many 
e n t e r p r i s e s h a v e p u b l i s h e d adver
t i s e m e n t s t h a t m a l i g n r i v a l manu
f a c t u r e r s o r d e c e p t i v e l y i m p l y that 
t h e i r p r o d u c t s a r e made with 
f o r e i g n t e c h n o l o g y . 

A f a c t o r y i n H e b e i Province 
c l a i m e d t h a t i t s electric mattrttt 
— w h i c h h a d already been 
r e j e c t e d b y o f f i c i a l s as ineffec
t i v e — w a s p r o d u c e d w i t h t e c h n o l 
o g y i n t r o d u c e d f r o m ' t h e U u i t e d 
S t a t e s a n d F e d e r a l R e p u b l i c o f 
G e r m a n y . 

I n X i a n , S h a a n x i P r o v i n c e , a 
l o c a l n e w s p a p e r c a r r i e d ads that 
o f f e r e d j o b s f o r a c t o r s f o r a s o n g 
a n d d a n c e e n s e m b l e . H u n d r e d s o f 
a p p l i c a n t s f o u n d t o o l a t e that t h e 
e n s e m b l e n e v e r e x i s t e d . A n i n 
v e s t i g a t i o n r e v e a l e d t h a t t h e a d 
w a s p l a c e d b y a n e w s p a p e r e m 
p l o y e e w h o p o c k e t e d a l l t h e a p 
p l i c a t i o n f e e s . 

H u n d r e d s o f f a r m e r s i n H e n a n 
P r o v i n c e l o s t l a r g e s u m s o f t h e i r 
h a r d - e a r n e d m o n e y w h e n t h e y 
w e r e t a k e n i n b y f a l s e a d v e r t i s i n g 
a b o u t a n e w e a r t h w o r m - r a i s i n g 
t e c h n i q u e . 

C o n s u m e r s h a v e p r o t e s t e d a n d 
c r i t i c i z e d n e w s p a p e r s , m a g a z i n e s 
a n d o t h e r m a s s m e d i a f o r s e e k i n g 
a d v e r t i s i n g m o n e y w i t h n o r e g a r d 
f o r t h e v a l i d i t y o f t h e c l a i m s . O n e 
t e a c h e r c o m p l a i n e d t h a t h e r e f 
f o r t s t o t e a c h h e r p u p i l s t o b e 
h o n e s t h a d b e e n d e s t r o y e d b y t h e 
f l o o d o f l e s s - t h a n - h o n e s t T V c o m 
m e r c i a l s . " M a n y a d v e r t i s e m e n t s 
a r e a c t u a l l y t e a c h i n g p e o p l e t o 
l i e , " s h e s a i d . 

A s a r e s u l t o f t h e u p r o a r , t h e 
S t a t e A d m i n i s t r a t i o n f o r I n d u s t r y 
a n d C o m m e r c e i s t i g h t e n i n g c o n 
t r o l s o n a d v e r t i s i n g . A d v e r t i s i n g 
a g e n c i e s w i l l b e l i c e n s e d , a n d t h o s e 
t h a t d o n o t c o n f o r m t o t h e a d v e r 
t i s i n g r e g u l a t i o n s w i l l b e s h u t 
d o w n . 

T h e n e w r u l e s b a r i n d i v i d u a l s 
f r o m a d v e r t i s i n g . T h e y a l s o p r o 
h i b i t t h e m a s s m e d i a f r o m d i s g u i s 
i n g a d v e r t i s e m e n t s a s n e w s . F o r 
e i g n a d v e r t i s e r s a r e t o b e c h a r g e d 
p r i c e s f i x e d b y t h e s t a t e , a n d g e n 
e r a l a d r a t e s w i l l n o t b e a l l o w 
e d t o b e s e t a r b i t r a r i l y . 

T h o s e w h o . a d v e r t i s e p h o n e y 
p r o d u c t s s h o u l d b e p u n i s h e d b y 
l a w , s a i d n o t e d j u r i s t Z h a n g 
Y o u y u . A t t h e s a m e t i m e , Z h a n g 
a d d e d , t h e n e w s p a p e r s t h a t p u b 
l i s h s u c h a d v e r t i s i n g a r e e q u a l l y 
t o b l a m e . 

" T h e p r o b l e m w e a r e f a c i n g 
n o w d o e s n ' t l i e i n t h e a l l e g a t i o n 
t h a t w e h a v e n o l a w t o a b i d e , b u t 
i n t h e f a c t t h a t w e h a v e n o t a b i d 
e d b y t h e l a w , " s a i d Z h a n g . H e 
s a i d h e f e e l s d e c e p t i v e a d s c a n b e 
e l i m i n a t e d i f a d v e r t i s i n g a g e n c i e s 
a n d t h e m e d i a f o l l o w t h e r u l e s . 

Tibet Rebuilds 
Monasteries 

A B u d d h a s t a t u e b r o u g h t t o 
T i b e t b y P r i n c e s s B r i k u t h i o f N e 
p a l w h e n s h e w a s m a r r i e d t o 
T i b e t a n K i n g S o n g t s e n G a m b o i n 
t h e 7 t h c e n t u r y w i l l b e r e t u r n e d 
t o L h a s a ' s R a m o q e M o n a s t e r y 
w h e n t h e m o n a s t e r y ' s r e n o v a t i o n 
i s f i n i s h e d n e x t y e a r . 

T h e s t a t u e w a s s t o l e n i n 
t h e 1 9 6 6 - 7 6 " c u l t u r a l r e v o l u t i o n " 
d u r i n g w h i c h " l e f t i s t s " r a n s a c k e d 
r e l i g i o u s b u i l d i n g s a l l o v e r t h e 
n a t i o n . T h e l o w e r p a r t o f t h e 
s t a t u e w a s l a t e r f o u n d i n a r u b 
b i s h p i l e , a n d t h e u p p e r h a l f 
t u r n e d u p i n B e i j i n g . O n i t s w a y 
t o a b l a s t f u r n a c e , i t w a s b y 
c h a n c e d i s c o v e r e d b y s o m e a r 
c h a e o l o g i s t s a n d w a s f i n a l l y s e n t 
h o m e t o T i b e t b y t h e P a l a c e M u 
s e u m i n B e i j i n g . 

luly 2 9 , 1 9 8 5 9 



The bronze statue is now in the 
Qoikang Monastery in Lhasa, to
gether with another statue pre
sented to the King by Princess 
Wencheng of the Tang Dynasty 
(618-907) when she became his 
wife. 

Since 1980 the government of 
the Tibet Autonomous Region has 
poured 30 million yuan (US$10.5 
million) into the work of renovat
ing old temples and monasteries. 
One-third of the money was used 
to repair the Potala Palace and 
the Norbu Lingka, which served 
as the winter and summer palaces 
of the Dalai Lama and had been 
well protected during the "cultural 
revolution." 

In Southern Tibet local author
ities have renovated 43 monaste
ries, and in another 40 religious 
activities were resumed in 1980. 

Part of the Rongbo Monastery, 
the world's highest monastery, 
has been repaired and is now 
open to the public. Rongbo is 
located on the northern slope of 
.Mount Qomolangma (Mount 
Everest), 5,200 metres above sea 
level and just 25 km from the 

peak. 
The Rongbo repairs began last 

year when the autonomous region 
government allocated more than 
100,000 yuan for restoration of 
the monastery ruined during the 
"cultural revolution." A 101-
volume Kagyur, the most impor
tant of Tibetan Buddhism scrip
tures, was kept at Rongbo, but the 
scriptures were lost during the 
"cuhural revolution." In recent 
years, however, searchers have re
covered 86 of the 101 volumes. 

In addition to government 
funds, local people have also con
tributed to the renovation of tem
ples and monasteries. Gandain, 
one of the three largest monaste
ries in Tibet, was built by Tsong 
Kha-pa, founder of the Gelug-pa 
(yellow) lamaist sect. It was re
cently renovated with government 
funds and donations from private 
contributors, among them Ngapoi 
^)gawang Jigme, vice-chairman of 
the National People's Congress 
Standing Committee. 

There are now 3,000 lamas liv
ing in the reopened lamaseries-. 

C h i n a & t h e W o r l d 
China Supports ASEAN 

' Efforts on Kampuchea 
China supports the efforts 

of the Association of South
east Asian Nations to 
bring about a fair and rea
sonable settlement to the 
Kampuchcan question in 
keeping with United Nations 

' resolutions, a foreign 
tninhtry spokesman said. 

' 'The spojcesman was com
menting ott a proposal for 
"indirect proximity talks" be
tween the Coalition Govern
ment of Democratic Kam
puchea and Vict Nam. The 
proposal was made at a re
cent conference of ASEAN 
foreign ministers. 

Kampuchean Statement 
Praised by China 

A foreign ministry spokes
man described the luly b 
policy statement made by the 
leadership ot Democratic 
Kampuchea as " a n impor
tant statement." , He said 
the statement clarifies many 
important questions and 
should be given careful 
study by everyone who is 
concerned about the Kam-
pucljean question. (See 
story on page 11.) 

/China, G D R Sign 
'EconoMic Pacts 

China and the German 
Democratic Republic re
cently signed three agree
ments in Beijing. They are 
the 19.86-) 990 goods ex
change and payment agree
ment, the summary of their 
talks in Beijing and an agree
ment on strengthening busi
ness ties between the two 
State Planning Commissions. 
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INTERNATIONAL 

Stand on Major Issues Reaffirmed 
Democratic Kampucliea's leaders are seeking every 
means to reach a political solution to the Kampuchean 
problem and force Viet Nam to withdraw its occupation 
troops. The allied forces of Democratic Kampuchea have 
vowed to retain Norodom Sihanouk as president once 
they have removed the Vietnamese invaders. 

Democratic Kampuchea 

by JIAN GUANG 

T HE cadres of the Democratic 
Kampuchean National Army 

and of Democratic Kampuchea 
met July 5-6 to review the progress 
of the resistance against the Viet
namese invaders and discuss their 
battlefield options. In a statement 
released after the meeting, the 
leaders reaffirmed their stand on 
several major issues. Their views 
are summarized below: 
On the Kampuchean Issue. The 
Kampuchean issue was created by 
the Vietnamese invasion of Kam
puchea. Kampuchea needs peace 
in order to build the country and 
improve living standards. How
ever, faced with the invasion, the 
Kampuchean people have no other 
alternative but to fight to safe
guard their independence, territory 
and race. The United Nations 
General Assembly has six times 
adopted resolutions calling Viet
namese withdrawal, but the resolu
tions have been stubbornly reject
ed. Democratic Kampuchea be
lieves the Kampuchean problem 
should be solved in accordance 
with the relevant UN resolutions. 
At the same time. Democratic 
Kampuchea has worked sincerely 
to find a political solution to the 
Kampuchean problem and to force 
Viet Nam to withdraw. 

On the Vietnamese Slaughter of 
the Kampuchean People. As the 

world knows, the Vietnamese au
thorities have used famine and 
chemical and conventional weap
ons to slaughter innocent Kam
pucheans. This year they have 
forced several hundred thousand 
Kampuchean villagers to do 
hard work in the border areas. 
While crossing mine fields laid 
by the Vietnamese, nearly half 
of the villagers hit mines and were 
killed or wounded. To carry 
out their plan of annexing 
Kampuchea, the Vietnamese au
thorities have moved large num
bers of Vietnamese into Kampu
chea's rich farming areas and into 
areas along lakes and rivers. So 
far, some 600,000 to 700,000 
Vietnamese have emigrated to 
Kampuchea. 
On National Solidarity. The 
Democratic Kampuchean party 
considers the national union 
against the Vietnamese invaders as 
sacred. 

The three allied factions set up 
the Coalition Government of Dem
ocratic Kampuchea in 1982 and 
elected Samdech Norodom Si
hanouk as its president. They 
have vowed to retain Sihanouk as 
president after Viet Nam is ex
pelled from the country. 

Democratic Kampuchea is 
united within the tripartite coali
tion. It will also welcome the 
support of those Kampucheans 
who were armed by the Vietnam
ese and forced to become their 

puppets. If these Kampucheans 
choose not to follow Viet Nam, 
the leaders of Democratic Kam
puchea will treat them as ordinary 
citizens, and they will enjoy 
equal economic and political 
rights as all others. 
On the Future System of Kam
puchea. Following Viet Nam's 
withdrawal, the economic system 
will be a free-market economy, 
while the political system will be 
a parliamentary government. 
On the Independent, Peaceful, 
Neutral and Non-aligned Policy. 
In the past, Kampuchea was an 
independent, peaceful, neutral and 
non-aligned country. After the 
Vietnamese withdrawal Kam
puchea will return to such a for
eign policy. It will develop rela
tions with all countries on the 
basis of the Five Principles of 
Peaceful Coexistence. 
On Future Relations With Viet 
Nam. Kampuchea desires to live 
in harmony with Viet Nam. When 
Viet Nam withdraws all its 
troops from Kampuchea, Kam
puchea will sign an agreement 
with it ensuring peaceful co
existence, non-aggression and 
mutual respect. The Kampuchean 
people, who have suffered greatly 
from the Vietnamese invasion, 
will not ask Viet Nam for war 
indemnity. 
On Ties With the Soviet Union 
and Other Warsaw Pact Countries. 
Viet Nam's invasion was aimed at 
annexing Kampuchea and expand
ing its aggression. Without Soviet 
aid, Viet Nam could never carry 
out such a plan. Democratic Kam
puchea asks Moscow to cease its 
aid to Hanoi. As for other War
saw Pact countries, Democratic 
Kampuchea seeks coexistence and 
exchange on the basis of mutual 
benefit and mutual respect. 
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ASEAN 

North-South Contact Boosted 
The ASEAN countries have established a working rela
tionship with partners from the developed world through 
a series of dialogue meetings. This relationship serves to 
boost ASEAN's world political and economic standing. 

by YANG MU 

T H E s i x - m e m b e r A s s o c i a t i o n 
o f S o u t h e a s t A s i a n N a t i o n s 

( A S E A N ) i s w e l l o n i t s w a y t o 
b e c o m i n g a p r o m i n e n t e c o n o m i c 
f o r c e f o r t h e f i r s t t i m e s i n c e i t s 
f o u n d i n g 1 8 y e a r s a g o . 

A S E A N , c o m p o s e d o f I n d o n e 
s i a , M a l a y s i a , S i n g a p o r e , T h a i 
l a n d , t h e P h i l i p p i n e s a n d r e c e n t -
a d d i t i o n B r u n e i , w a s f o u n d e d " t o 
t r a n s l a t e t h e i r c o l l e c t i v e p o l i t i c a l 
w i l l i n t o t h e p r a c t i c a l r e a l i t y o f 
e c o n o m i c a n d i n d u s t r i a l c o - o p e r a 
t i o n , " a c c o r d i n g t o D r . M a w a w i 
M a t A w i n , p r e s i d e n t o f t h e N a 
t i o n a l C h a m b e r o f C o m m e r c e a n d 
I n d u s t r y o f M a l a y s i a . S p e a k 
i n g a t a J u l y 9 A S E A N f o r e i g n 
m i n i s t e r s ' m e e t i n g , h e c o n t i n u e d , 
" T o a c h i e v e t h e s e g o a l s , w h i l e 
^ s a f e g u a r d i n g n a t i o n a l i n t e r e s t s 
a n d s o v e r e i g n t y , A S E A N s h o u l d 
s t r i v e t o p r o m o t e a n d s t r e n g t h e n 
r e g i o n a l i n t e r e s t s . " 

A s a d y n a m i c r e g i o n a l c o m 
m u n i t y , A S E A N h a s g r o w n u p 
r a p i d l y a n d h a s b e g u n t o t a k e t h e 
l e a d i n N o r t h - S o u t h c o n t a c t i n 
b o t h p o h t i c a l a n d e c o n o m i c m a t 
t e r s . 

R e l y i n g o n i t s u n i t y , c o h e s i o n 
a n d c o - o p e r a t i o n , A S E A N e s t a b 
l i s h e d l i n k s a n d c o - o p e r a t i o n 
w i t h d e v e l o p e d c o u n t r i e s i n 1 9 7 6 
t h r o u g h a c r e a t i v e m e a n s — 
d i a l o g u e m e e t i n g s . T h e a n n u a l 
A S E A N f o r e i g n m i n i s t e r s ' 
m e e t i n g , f o l l o w e d b y a d i a l o g u e 
w i t h i t s p a r t n e r s f r o m d e v e l o p e d 
c o u n t r i e s , i s a i m e d a t e s t a b l i s h i n g 
s t r o n g t i e s . 

I n t h e i n i t i a l s t a g e s , d i a l o g u e 
p a r t n e r s h e l p e d A S E A N m e m b e r s 

w i t h a g r i c u l t u r a l a n d r a w m a t e r i a l 
e n d e a v o u r s . L a t e r , t h e y h e l p e d 
A S E A N m e m b e r s t r a i n t e c h n i c a l 
p e r s o n n e l . N o w A S E A N i s a s k 
i n g t h e m t o l e n d a s s i s t a n c e i n t h e 
f i e l d s o f s c i e n c e a n d t e c h n o l o g y . 

T h e d e v e l o p e d c o u n t r y p a r t 
n e r s h a v e a l s o t a k e n a d v a n t a g e o f 
t h e t i e s w i t h A S E A N . C h e a p e r 
A S E A N a g r i c u l t u r a l p r o d u c t s , 
r a w m a t e r i a l s a n d s e m i - f i n i s h e d 
p r o d u c t s h a v e r e s u l t e d i n a 
f a v o u r a b l e t r a d e b a l a n c e f o r t h e 
i n d u s t r i a l i z e d c o u n t r i e s . H i g h 
i m p o r t t a r i f f s a n d p r o t e c t i o n i s m 
a n d t h e u n r e a s o n a b l e i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
m o n e t a r y s y s t e m h a v e a l s o h a n d i 
c a p p e d t h e A S E A N c o u n t r i e s . 

T h i s y e a r ' s J u l y 1 1 - 1 3 d i a l o g u e 
i n v o l v e d t h e s i x A S E A N s t a t e s 
a n d s i x p a r t n e r s — t h e U n i t e d 
S t a t e s , J a p a n , C a n a d a , A u s t r a l i a , 
N e w Z e a l a n d a n d t h e E u r o p e a n 
E c o n o m i c C o m m u n i t y . I t p r o v e d 
t o b e a s u c c e s s f u l m e e t i n g . 
T h r o u g h h a r d d i s c u s s i o n s , t h e 

OAU 

by TENG WENQI and 
LIANG GUIHE 

TH E 2 1 s t s u m m i t m e e t i n g o f 
t h e O r g a n i z a t i o n o f A f r i c a n 

U n i t y ( O A U ) , w h i c h e n d e d J u l y 
2 0 , w a s c h a r a c t e r i z e d b y b u s i n e s s 
l i k e d i s c u s s i o n s o f e c o n o m i c m a t 
t e r s i n A f r i c a r a t h e r t h a n t h e f a c -

d i a l o g u e p a r t n e r s — f i r s t J a p a n 
a n d t h e n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s a n d 
t h e E E C — p r o m i s e d t o c u t s o m e 
t a r i f f s , e x p a n d i m p o r t i t e m s a n d 
b u y m o r e g o o d s f r o m A S E A N . 
M a l a y s i a n F o r e i g n M i n i s t e r 
T e n g k u R i t h a u d d e e n , w h o c h a i r e d 
t h e d i a l o g u e c o n f e r e n c e , c o m 
m e n t e d , " I a m v e r y h a p p y t o s e e 
t h a t t h i s d i a l o g u e m e e t i n g i s v e r y 
h e l p f u l t o u s b o t h i n p o l i t i c a l 
a n d e c o n o m i c f i e l d s . " 

D u r i n g t h e m e e t i n g , t h e A S E A N 
f o r e i g n m i n i s t e r s c a l l e d f o r a n e w 
r o u n d o f t r a d e t a l k s t o e n s u r e 
o p e n m a r k e t s . 

" W e i n A S E A N b e l i e v e s t r o n g l y 
t h a t t h e e c o n o m i c i l l s o f t h e 
w o r l d t o d a y a r e a t t r i b u t a b l e t o 
t h e l a c k o f p o l i t i c a l w i l l t o b r i n g 
a b o u t a m o r e l i b e r a l i z e d , f a i r a n d 
e q u i t a b l e i n t e r n a t i o n a l t r a d e 
r e g i m e , " s a i d R i t h a u d d e e n . 

I f n e w t r a d e t a l k s a r e n o t h e l d , 
t h e n t h e p r o t e c t i o n i s t s , n o t t h o s e 
w h o w a n t o p e n m a r k e t s , w i l l 
s t a n d a t t h e c e n t r e o f a t t e n t i o n , 
s a i d U S S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e G e o r g e 
S h u l t z . 

T h e n o n - A S E A N p a r t i c i p a n t s 
a l s o e n d o r s e d A S E A N ' s c a l l f o r 
a U n i t e d N a t i o n s c o n f e r e n c e o n 
d r u g a b u s e a n d g r e a t e r i n t e r n a 
t i o n a l c o - o p e r a t i o n i n f i g h t i n g 
d r u g t r a f f i c k i n g . 

t i o n a l i n f i g h t i n g o f t h e p a s t f e w 
s u m m i t s . 

D u r i n g t h e t h r e e - d a y m e e t i n g i n 
A d d i s A b a b a , t h e c a p i t a l o f E t h i 
o p i a , t h e h e a d s o f s t a t e a n d r e 
p r e s e n t a t i v e s f r o m 4 9 m e m b e r s o f 
t h e O A U c a l m l y d i s c u s s e d A f r i 
c a ' s w o r s e n i n g e c o n o m i c s i t u a t i o n , 
a n a l y s e d i t s c a u s e s i n a p r a c t i c a l 

Summit Focuses on Economic Woes 
The 21st summit of the OAU focused on the search for 
solutions to Africa's economic problems. The delegates 
pledged co-operation in their efforts to overcome 
drought, desertification and debt. 
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w a y a n d w o r k e d o u t s h o r t - , m e 
d i u m - a n d l o n g - t e r m m e a s u r e s t o 
s o l v e t h e p r o b l e m s . T o p p r i o r i t y , 
t h e d e l e g a t e s a g r e e d , s h o u l d b e 
g i v e n t o r e h a b i l i t a t i n g a g r i c u l t u r e . 

M i s s i n g f r o m t h i s s u m m i t w e r e 
t h e l o n g s p e e c h e s a n d e n d l e s s h a g 
g l i n g t h a t c h a r a c t e r i z e d p a s t O A U 
s e s s i o n s . T h i s t i m e , i n a h a r 
m o n i o u s a t m o s p h e r e , t h e A f r i c a n 
l e a d e r s c o n c e n t r a t e d o n s t u d y i n g 
t h e e f f e c t s o f d r o u g h t , f a m i n e , 
d e s e r t i f i c a t i o n a n d r e c e s s i o n o n 
t h e A f r i c a n e c o n o m y . 

T h e l a s t f i v e y e a r s h a v e s e e n a 
d e c l i n e i n t h e e c o n o m i e s o f m o s t 
A f r i c a n c o u n t r i e s . T h e p e r - c a p i t a 
i n c o m e i n A f r i c a l a s t y e a r w a s 1 0 
p e r c e n t l e s s t h a n t h e 1 9 7 8 f i g u r e . 
A f r i c a ' s 1 . 7 p e r c e n t a n n u a l a g 
r i c u l t u r a l g r o w t h r a t e c a n n o t 
m e e t t h e f o o d n e e d s o f t h e 
i n c r e a s i n g p o p u l a t i o n . I t i s e s t i 
m a t e d t h a t A f r i c a n e e d s b e t w e e n 
7 a n d 9 m i l l i o n t o n s o f f o o d a i d 
t h i s y e a r . S o m e 1 5 0 m i l l i o n p e o 
p l e a r e f a c e d w i t h s t a r v a t i o n . 

I n d u s t r y i n A f r i c a i s w e a k a n d 
m o s t f a c t o r i e s a n d e n t e r p r i s e s a r e 
r u n n i n g a t l e s s t h a n 5 0 p e r c e n t 
c a p a c i t y . M a n y p l a n t s h a v e c l o s 
e d a n d u n e m p l o y m e n t i s r u n n i n g 
h i g h . 

F u r t h e r m o r e , t r a d e i m b a l a n c e s , 
h i g h i n t e r e s t r a t e s i n t h e U n i t e d 
S t a t e s , s t i f f c o n d i t i o n s i m p o s e d 
b y W e s t e r n f i n a n c i a l i n s t i t u t i o n s 
a n d p r o t e c t i o n i s m i n d e v e l o p e d 
c o u n t r i e s h a v e d a m a g e d t h e 
A f r i c a n e c o n o m i e s . A f r i c a ' s 
f o r e i g n d e b t i s e s t i m a t e d a t 
U S $ 1 5 8 b i l l i o n a n d i s e x p e c t e d t o 
e x c e e d U S $ 1 7 0 b i l l i o n t h i s y e a r . 
I n t e r e s t p a y m e n t s a l o n e t o t a l 
U S $ 2 0 b i l l i o n e a c h y e a r . T h i s 
b u r d e n r e p r e s e n t s a g r e a t o b s t a c l e 
t o t h e r e h a b i l i t a t i o n o f A f r i c a ' s 
e c o n o m y . T h e s u m m i t ' s d e c l a r a 
t i o n o n t h e e c o n o m i c s i t u a t i o n i n 
A f r i c a n o t e s t h a t d e b t w o e s h a v e 
" b r o u g h t m o s t o f o u r A f r i c a n 
c o u n t r i e s n e a r t o e c o n o m i c c o l 
l a p s e . " 

F a c e d w i t h t h i s h a r d r e a l i t y . 

A f r i c a n l e a d e r s a t t h e s u m m i t e x 
p r e s s e d t h e i r d e t e r m i n a t i o n t o 
s t r e n g t h e n u n i t y a n d c o - o p e r a t i o n 
s o a s t o s t a v e o f f c o l l a p s e . T h e y 
a d o p t e d a p r o g r a m m e o f a c t i o n t o 
i m p r o v e f o o d c o n d i t i o n s a n d a g r i 
c u l t u r e . T h e y a l s o w o r k e d o u t 
c o n c r e t e m e a s u r e s t o c o m b a t 
d r o u g h t , t o c u r b d e s e r t i f i c a t i o n 
a n d t o p r o m o t e f a r m p r o d u c t i o n . 
T h e y d e c l a r e d t h e i r c o m m i t m e n t 
t o r e p a y i n g t h e i r d e b t s , b u t c a l l e d 
f o r a n i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n f e r e n c e o n 
A f r i c a ' s e x t e r n a l i n d e b t e d n e s s 
t h a t w o u l d r e s c h e d u l e d e b t p a y 
m e n t s . S o m e o f t h e l e a s t d e v e l o p 
e d c o u n t r i e s i n A f r i c a u r g e d t h e 
c r e d i t o r s t o d i s m i s s p a r t s o f t h e 
d e b t s , t r e a t i n g t h o s e l o a n s a s 
g r a n t s s o a s t o h e l p A f r i c a t u r n 
a r o u n d i t s e c o n o m y . 

W e s t A f r i c a 

by QIN DIANJIE and 
ZHANG YOUHAO 

D I S C U S S I O N S a t t h e e i g h t h 
s u m m i t m e e t i n g o f t h e 

E c o n o m i c C o m m u n i t y o f W e s t 
A f r i c a n S t a t e s ( E C O W A S ) c e n 
t e r e d o n t h e n e e d f o r s e l f - s u f f i 
c i e n c y i n f o o d p r o d u c t i o n a n d t h e 
b a t t l e a g a i n s t d r o u g h t a n d t h e 
e n c r o a c h i n g d e s e r t . R e p r e s e n t a 
t i v e s t o t h e J u l y 5 - 6 m e e t i n g i n 
L o m e , t h e c a p i t a l o f T o g o , a l s o 
t a l k e d a b o u t f r e e c i r c u l a t i o n o f 
g o o d s b e t w e e n m e m b e r s t a t e s , 
e n e r g y p r o b l e m s , t h e f o r m a t i o n o f 
a p o l i t i c a l u n i t e d f r o n t a n d t h e r o l e 
o f t h e v a r i o u s E C O W A S i n s t i t u 
t i o n s . 

F o u n d e d i n M a y 1 9 7 5 , 
E C O W A S p o o l e d t h e r e s o u r c e s 
o f i t s 1 6 m e m b e r s t a t e s t o c r e a t e 

D u r i n g t h e s u m m i t d e l i b e r a 
t i o n s , A f r i c a n l e a d e r s a l s o a n a l y s 
e d p r o b l e m s i n t h e i r d o m e s t i c p o l 
i c i e s . M a n y s a i d t h e y w o u l d t a k e 
p a i n s t o r e a d j u s t t h e i r e c o n o m i c 
p o l i c i e s s o a s t o a v o i d a n o v e r -
d e p e n d e n c e o n r a w m a t e r i a l s e x 
p o r t s . T h e y p l e d g e d t o s e t u p 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s t o m a n a g e a n d p l a n 
t h e u s e o f l o a n s , c a n c e l s o m e p r o j 
e c t s a n d b u i l d n e w p r o j e c t s f o r 
e x p o r t s . 

I n t h e s u m m i t ' s f i n a l d e c l a r a 
t i o n , t h e A f r i c a n l e a d e r s s a i d , 
" T h e c o l l e c t i v e e f f o r t o f t h e 
O A U m e m b e r s t a t e s i s t h e m o s t 
i m p o r t a n t w e a p o n f o r t a c k l i n g 
t h e c r i s i s . " T h u s t h i s s u m m i t h a s 
m a d e a c o n t r i b u t i o n t o r e h a b i l i t a 
t i o n a n d d e v e l o p m e n t o f A f r i c a ' s 
e c o n o m y . 

a f u n d t h a t c o u l d h e l p i n d i v i d u a l 
s t a t e s t o t i d e o v e r d i f f i c u l t i e s . 

F r e e t r a d e i n s o m e c o m m o d i t i e s 
b e g a n f o u r y e a r s a g o a m o n g t h e 
m e m b e r s t a t e s , a n d c u s t o m s d u t i e s 
o n a l l g o o d s p r o d u c e d i n t h e r e 
g i o n w i l l b e e l i m i n a t e d b y 1 9 8 9 . 

I n 1 9 8 2 , t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n g r a n t 
e d U S $ 1 2 . 5 m i l l i o n f r o m t h e f u n d 
t o B u r k i n a F a s o , G h a n a , M a l i , 
t h e I v o r y C o a s t a n d t h r e e o t h e r 
m e m b e r s t a t e s f o r t h e i n s t a l l a t i o n 
o f t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s f a c i l i t i e s . 
A n o t h e r U S $ 8 . 2 m i l l i o n w a s p a i d 
o u t f o r t h e m a i n t e n a n c e o f t h e 
f a c i l i t i e s a n d t h e t r a i n i n g o f 
n e e d e d t e c h n i c i a n s . B y 1 9 8 7 , i t 
i s e x p e c t e d t h a t p e o p l e i n t h e 
c a p i t a l s o f t h e m e m b e r s t a t e s w i l l 
b e a b l e t o t e l e p h o n e o n e a n o t h e r 
d i r e c t l y , b y p a s s i n g t h e c u r r e n t 
p h o n e r o u t i n g t h r o u g h L o n d o n 

New Chapter in Co-operation 
The Economic Community of West African States, the 
largest regional economic organization in Africa, is 
changing the look of West Africa through collective 
efforts. 
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and Paris. 
ECOWAS has set up seven seed 

centres and eight cattle-breeding 
farms to help its members develop 
quality crop strains and livestock 
breeds. With a regional goal of 
self-sufficiency in food by the end 
of the century, many member na
tions have given top priority to 
agricultural development and a 
few have already attained this 
goal. Last year, Togo, Benin and 
the Ivory Coast harvested enough 
food to share their surplus with 
drought-afflicted neighbours. 

To battle desertification, 
ECOWAS called for afforestation 
efforts in all member nations, 
especially during the period from 
1983 to 1993. 

In the field of transportation, 
ECOWAS has approved an agree
ment on the construction of a 
trans-West African highway, and 
the group has provided Benin, 
Liberia and Sierra Leone with 
more than US$3 million in loans 
to build roads and bridges. 

The community attaches im
portance to the establishment of 
information centres in member 
states, and it is planning to allo
cate US$4 million for this cause. 
A national information centre 
was founded in Mali last January. 
A general programme has also 
been drawn up to jointly develop 
energy resources, to unify monetary 
systems and to encourage cultural 
exchanges. 

Despite the marked achieve
ments of the past decade, there 
are still problems facing the com
munity. As there are about 30 
similar regional organizations in 
West Africa, ECOWAS must be 
careful to avoid duplicating 
functions so as to save manpower 
and financial resources. The 
groups should co-ordinate their 
actions or merge. Owing to 
economic difficulties, the member 
states often found it difficult to 
pay their dues to ECOWAS in 
full. As a result, the community 

is sometimes too financially 
strapped to implement its 
decisions. 

ECOWAS has set an example 

by TANG TIANRI 

F ACING a decline in the 
world's forest resources, the 

Ninth World Forestry Conference, 
held in Mexico July 1-10 called 
on all nations to protect their 
forests. 

1985 has been declared World 
Forest Year, and the conference 
pointed out that forest protection 
is an issue that concerns the very 
existence of mankind. 

Forests are known as the 
"lungs'" of the globe. They not 
only supply wood, but also play 
an indispensable role in the ecolog
ical balance. They affect the 
climate, protect against soil ero
sion, prevent storms and control 
sands. They are also home to 
hundreds of thousands of plant 
and aiiimal species, many of which 
live nowhere else. Oxygen pro
duced by forests is estimated at 
400 billion tons each year. An 
average hectare of forest can cap
ture 50-70 tons of dust and sand 
a year. Iri addition, forests help 
reduce noise and pollution. 

Unfortunately, excessive lumber
ing and industrial pollution have 
reduced the world's forest cover 
from 8 billion to 2.8 billion hec
tares. That is to say, the "lungs" 
of the globe have been reduced by 
about two-thirds. What is more, 
the world's forests continue to 
diminish at a rate of 10 million 
hectares per year. 

for South-South co-operation. Its 
success shows that co-operation 
and development between devel
oping countries can yield fruitful 
results. 

The destruction of forests has 
brought serious consequences to 
man. Due to the imbalanced 
ecosystem, many areas now suffer 
floods and soil erosion. Over the 
the past five years, the average 
amount of soil washed into the 
sea reached 60 billion tons a year. 
Six million hectares of land is re
duced to desert each year, direct
ly threatening 64 countries with 
an area of 45 million square kilo
metres and a population of some 
600 million. Meanwhile, between 
one-third and one-half of the 
animal and plant species in the 
tropical forests are on the verge 
of extinction. Experts believe 
that by the end of the century, at 
least half a million, or one-fifth, 
of the world's species will disap
pear. 

Nature's punishment has made 
more and more people aware of 
the importance of forests to 
man's existence. It has become 
an urgent task for many countries 
to protect their existing forests 
and to plant new ones. 

Because the issue of forest pro
tection has global significance, it 
involves not only nature and the 
ecosystem, but also political, eco
nomic, population and social de
velopment issues in all countries. 
The Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Na
tions has proposed a foundation 
to protect and expand forests, 
especially to assist efforts in devel
oping countries. 

W o r l d F o r e s t r y C o n f e r e n c e 

A C a l l f o r F o r e s t P r o t e c t i o n 
The damage done to the world's forests by over-cutting 
and industrial pollution has made more and more people 
aware of the importance of forests. Forest protection has 
become an issue vital to the existence of mankind. 
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Li Finds Eager Partner in Canada 

President Li's visit is expected to further deepen mutual understanding and friendship 
between China and Canada, promote ecbnomic and technological co-operation and 
trade, and enhance the existing good relations between the two countries. 

LIU YOUYUAN 
O u r S p e c i a l C o r r e s p o n d e n t 

T H E w e l c o m i n g c e r e m o n y i n a 
l a r g e h a n g a r a t t h e C a n a d i a n 

A r m e d F o r c e s A i r p o r t i n O t t a w a 
w a s b o t h f o r m a l a n d e n t h u s i a s t i c . 
W h e n C h i n e s e P r e s i d e n t L i X i a n -
n i a n m o u n t e d t h e d a i s , t h e m i l i t a r y 
b a n d — a l l w e a r i n g s c a r l e t u n i 
f o r m s a n d b l a c k b e a r s k i n h a t s — 
s t r u c k u p t h e C h i n e s e n a t i o n a l 
a n t h e m a n d a 2 1 - g u n s a l u t e b o o m 
e d a c r o s s t h e r u n w a y . L i t h e n ac 
c o m p a n i e d t h e b a s e c o m m a n d e r o n 
a n i n s p e c t i o n o f t h e h o n o u r g u a r d 
as a f l a g - w a v i n g c r o w d a p p l a u d e d . 

T h u s b e g a n L i ' s w e e k - l o n g s t a t e 
v i s i t t o C a n a d a , t h e f i r s t b y a C h i 
n e s e h e a d o f s t a t e s i n c e t h e t w o 
n a t i o n s e s t a b l i s h e d d i p l o m a t i c r e 
l a t i o n s i n 1 9 7 0 . B e f o r e h e o f f i c i a l 
l y b e g a n t h e v i s i t o n J u l y 1 4 , t h e 
7 6 - y e a r - o l d C h i n e s e l e a d e r m a d e a 
s t o p o v e r i n V a n c o u v e r . T h e r e h e 
t a l k e d w i t h p r o v i n c i a l o f f i c i a l s 
w h i l e c r u i s i n g V a n c o u v e r H a r 
b o u r , w a t c h e d a k i l l e r w h a l e s h o w 
a t V a n c o u v e r A q u a r i u m i n S t a n 
l e y P a r k a n d m e t w i t h l o c a l 
C h i n e s e c o m m u n i t i e s . 

C a n a d i a n G o v e r n o r - G e n e r a l 
J e a n n e S a u v e , i n w e l c o m i n g L i , 
s a i d , " Y o u r v i s i t i s o n e o f m a n y 
e x c h a n g e s w h i c h h a v e b e e n t a k i n g 
p l a c e b e t w e e n o u r c o u n t r i e s . W e 
h o p e t o see m o r e o f t h e s e e x 
c h a n g e s a n d t o s t r e n g t h e n t h e t i e s 
b e t w e e n C h i n a a n d C a n a d a . " 

" I h o p e m y c u r r e n t v i s i t w i l l 

f u r t h e r d e e p e n o u r m u t u a l u n d e r 
s t a n d i n g a n d f r i e n d s h i p , p r o m o t e 
e c o n o m i c a n d t e c h n o l o g i c a l c o 
o p e r a t i o n a n d t r a d e , a n d e n h a n c e 
t h e g o o d r e l a t i o n s e x i s t i n g b e t w e e n 
u s , " L i s a i d a t t h e O t t a w a w e l 
c o m i n g c e r e m o n y . 

T h e w a r m t h s h o w n b y b o t h 
s i d e s f o r i m p r o v e d t i e s , b o t h p o l i 
t i c a l a n d e c o n o m i c , c o u l d b e f e l t 
t h r o u g h o u t L i ' s t r i p . W h e n h e m e t 
w i t h S a u v e a t t h e G o v e r n m e n t 
H o u s e t h e d a y a f t e r h i s a r r i v a l , L i 
t o l d h e r t h a t C a n a d a i s C h i n a ' s 
c l o s e p a r t n e r . H e a s s u r e d h e r o f 
C h i n e s e s u p p o r t f o r a n y C a n a d i a n 
i n i t i a t i v e w h i c h i s c o n d u c i v e t o 
s a f e g u a r d i n g w o r l d p e a c e . 

S a u v e , t o o , s a i d C a n a d a i s w i l l 

i n g t o m a k e a l l e f f o r t s t o f u r t h e r 
f r i e n d l y r e l a t i o n s w i t h C h i n a . 

T h e t h e m e w a s f u r t h e r s t r e s s e d 
a t a s t a t e d i n n e r t h e C a n a d i a n 
g o v e r n o r - g e n e r a l g a v e i n h o n o u r 
o f t h e v i s i t . S a u v e s a i d C h i n a a n d 
C a n a d a c a n r e l y o n o n e a n o t h e r , 
b e c a u s e t h e p a s t 1 5 y e a r s o f e x 
c h a n g e s h a s p r o v e d t h e y s h a r e 
m a n y c o m m o n v a l u e s w h i c h p r o 
v i d e a s o l i d f o u n d a t i o n f o r f r i e n d 
s h i p a n d c o - o p e r a t i o n . 

I n r e p l y , L i n o t e d t h a t t h e d e 
v e l o p m e n t o f S i n o - C a n a d i a n t i e s i s 
i n t h e b e s t i n t e r e s t o f b o t h s i d e s . 
W h i l e C h i n a n e e d s i n v e s t m e n t a n d 
t e c h n o l o g y t o r e a l i z e i t s m o d e r n i z a 
t i o n p r o g r a m m e , h e . s a i d , C a n a d a , 

Canadian Governor-General Jeanne Sauve ( r i g h t ) hosts a state banquet in 
honour of visiting Chinese President Li Xionnian. Canadian Prime Minister 

Brian Mulroney ( l e f t ) attended the affair. 
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a n i n d u s t r i a l l y d e v e l o p e d a n d t e c h 
n o l o g i c a l l y - a d v a n c e d c o u n t r y , 
n e e d s a s t a b l e a n d s t e a d i l y e x p a n d 
i n g i n t e r n a t i o n a l m a r k e t . 

D u r i n g h i s O t t a w a s t a y L i a l s o 
h e l d t a l k s w i t h C a n a d i a n P r i m e 
M i n i s t e r B r i a n M u l r o n e y , w h o 
t o o k o f f i c e a f t e r a l a n d s l i d e v i c t o r y 
o f h i s P r o g r e s s i v e C o n s e r v a t i v e 
P a r t y o v e r t h e L i b e r a l s l a s t S e p t e m 
b e r . 

W h e n q u e s t i o n e d b y l o c a l n e w s 
m e n , M u l r o n e y s a i d h e h a d a n e x 
c e l l e n t m e e t i n g w i t h t h e C h i n e s e 
p r e s i d e n t . T h e i r t a l k s , h e s a i d , 
c o v e r e d b o t h b i l a t e r a l a n d i n t e r n a 
t i o n a l i s s u e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y E a s t -
W e s t r e l a t i o n s . A c c o r d i n g t o L i , 
t h e y h a d i d e n t i c a l o r s i m i l a r v i e w s 
o n a l l q u e s t i o n s d i s c u s s e d . 

M u l r o n e y t o l d r e p o r t e r s t h a t h e 
v i e w s d e v e l o p i n g a g o o d r e l a t i o n 
s h i p w i t h C h i n a " a c o r n e r s t o n e o f 
C a n a d i a n f o r e i g n p o l i c y , " a n d " w e 
w i l l b e t a k i n g s t e p s t o e n h a n c e i t 
a n d t o p r o t e c t i t , b e c a u s e w e v i e w 
i t v e r y i m p o r t a n t , n o t o n l y i n e c o 
n o m i c t e r m s , b u t i n p o l i t i c a l t e r m s 
a s w e l l . " 

T h e p r i m e m i n i s t e r a n n o u n c e d 
t h a t h e W i l l v i s i t C h i n a n e x t 
s u m m e r , e i t h e r j u s t b e f o r e o r 
a f t e r t h e 1 9 8 5 T o k y o e c o n o m i c 
s u m m i t o f t h e s e v e n W e s t e r n i n 
d u s t r i a l i z e d c o u n t r i e s . 

T h o u g h n e i t h e r L i n o r M u l 
r o n e y o u t l i n e d t h e c o n t e n t s o f t h e i r 
d i s c u s s i o n s , a s e n i o r C h i n e s e o f 
f i c i a l t o l d r e p o r t e r s t h a t t a l k s 
t o u c h e d o n a n u m b e r o f o p p o r t u 
n i t i e s f o r S i n o - C a n a d i a n c o - o p e r a 
t i o n . C a n a d i a n o f f i c i a l s , h e s a i d , 
i n d i c a t e d t h e i r i n t e r e s t i n h e l p i n g 
C h i n a b u i l d t h e r m o - a n d h y d r o -
p o w e r s t a t i o n s . T h e y a l s o e x 
p r e s s e d a w i l l i n g n e s s t o w o r k o n 
m i n i n g a n d o i l a n d g a s e x p l o r a t i o n 
p r o j e c t s . N u c l e a r e n e r g y c o - o p e r a 
t i o n w a s d i s c u s s e d , a n d b o t h s i d e s 
a g r e e d t o o p e n t a l k s o n a n a g r e e 
m e n t o n t h e p e a c e f u l u s e o f n u 
c l e a r e n e r g y . 

O n t r a d e i s s u e s , t h e s t a t e l e a d e r s 

r e p o r t e d l y t o o k n o t e o f t h e p r o 
g r e s s t h a t h a s b e e n m a d e i n n e g o 
t i a t i o n s a i m e d a t a v o i d i n g d o u b l e 
t a x a t i o n . B o t h l e a d e r s , s a i d t h e 
s e n i o r o f f i c i a l , e x p r e s s e d s u p p o r t 
f o r a n e a r l y a g r e e m e n t t o t h i s 
e f f e c t . 

B i l a t e r a l t r a d e a n d o t h e r e c o 
n o m i c i s s u e s w e r e t h o r o u g h l y e x 
p l o r e d i n t a l k s b e t w e e n V i c e -
P r e m i e r L i P e n g a n d C a n a d i a n 
M i n i s t e r o f I n t e r n a t i o n a l T r a d e 
J a m e s K e l l e h e r . A t t h e e n d o f 
t h e i r m e e t i n g , t h e y s i g n e d a n e x 
c h a n g e o f n o t e s t o r e n e w t h e 
C h i n a - C a n a d a t r a d e a g r e e m e n t , 
w h i c h w a s f i r s t i n i t i a t e d i n 1 9 7 3 . 
A t t h e s a m e t i m e , t h e y a l s o e x 
c h a n g e d l e t t e r s t o e s t a b l i s h a c o n 
s u l t a t i v e c o m m i t t e e o n a g r i c u l t u r e . 

T r a d e i s s u e s w e r e a p p a r e n t l y a 
m a j o r c o n c e r n o f b o t h t h e C h i n e s e 
a n d C a n a d i a n s . I n f a c t , L i ' s v i s i t 
s p a r k e d w i d e i n t e r e s t a m o n g C a n a 
d i a n b u s i n e s s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s , w h o 
s a w i t a g o o d o p p o r t u n i t y t o s e l l 
t h e i r i d e a s , i f n o t g o o d s , t o t h e 
C h i n e s e l e a d e r a n d h i s e n t o u r a g e . 
" T e n y e a r s a g o , i n t h i s c o u n t r y y o u 
c o u l d n o t g e t p e o p l e i n t e r e s t e d i n 
C h i n a , " s a i d P a u l D e s m a r a i s , c h a i r 
m a n o f t h e C a n a d a - C h i n a T r a d e 
C o u n c i l , " n o w e v e r y b o d y i s i n 
t e r e s t e d i n C h i n a . E v e r y b o d y 
w a n t s t o d o s o m e t h i n g w i t h 
C h i n a . " 

T h e C h i n e s e p r e s i d e n t m e t r e 
p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f t h e b u s i n e s s c i r c l e s 
i n Q u e b e c C i t y a n d T o r o n t o , a s 
d i d t h e v i c e - p r e m i e r . D u r i n g a 
T o r o n t o r o u n d - t a b l e d i s c u s s i o n , t h e 
v i c e - p r e m i e r o u d i n e d C h i n a ' s 
m o d e r n i z a t i o n p r o g r a m m e a n d i t s 
r e l a t e d p o l i c i e s . 

I n d i s c u s s i n g C h i n a ' s e f f o r t s t o 
e x p a n d t r a d e , h e t o l d t h e b u s i n e s s 
m e n , " C h i n a ' s d o o r i s f o r e v e r o p e n 
t o o u r C a n a d i a n f r i e n d s . " H e c i t e d 
e n e r g y , t r a n s p o r t a t i o n a n d t e l e 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s a s a r e a s w h e r e c o 
o p e r a t i o n i s e s p e c i a l l y n e e d e d . 

S i n o - C a n a d i a n t r a d e h a s i n c r e a s 
e d r a p i d l y o v e r t h e p a s t 1 5 y e a r s . 

S i n c e 1 9 7 0 , t w o - w a y t r a d e h a s 
g r o w n n i n e - f o l d . L a s t y e a r i t w a s 
U S $ 1 . 4 b i l l i o n , m a k i n g C a n a d a 
C h i n a ' s f i f t h l a r g e s t t r a d i n g p a r t 
n e r . E c o n o m i c a n d t e c h n o l o g i c a l 
c o - o p e r a t i o n a l s o h a s m a d e h e a d 
w a y . L a s t y e a r s a w a t o t a l o f 4 8 
p r o j e c t s c o n t r a c t e d ; 3 9 o t h e r s a r e 
c u r r e n t l y b e i n g n e g o t i a t e d . 

B u t a p r o b l e m e x i s t s i n S i n o -
C a n a d i a n t r a d e . T o d a t e , C h i n a 
h a s r u n u p a h u g e t r a d e d e f i c i t o f 
U S $ 7 b i l l i o n w i t h C a n a d a . I f t h i s 
e n o r m o u s i m b a l a n c e c o n t i n u e s , L i 
P e n g s a i d , i t w i l l i n e v i t a b l y a f f e c t 
C h i n a ' s a b i l i t y t o f i n a n c e m o r e 
t r a d e . H e r a i s e d t h e p r o b l e m w i t h 
b o t h t h e C a n a d i a n g o v e r n m e n t a n d 
t h e t r a d e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s h e m e t , 
u r g i n g t h e m t o h e l p r e d u c e C h i n a ' s 
t r a d e d e f i c i t . 

T h e c o m p l a i n t s d i d n o t g o u n 
h e a r d . A n u m b e r o f b u s i n e s s o f 
f i c i a l s p l e d g e d t o b u y m o r e f r o m 
C h i n a i n t h e f u t u r e . F o r i n s t a n c e , 
T r a d e C o u n c i l C h a i r m a n D e s m a r 
a i s , w h o i s w i d e l y b e l i e v e d t o b e 
o n e o f m o s t p o w e r f u l b u s i n e s s m e n 
i n C a n a d a , t o l d Beijing Review, 
" T r a d i n g p a r t n e r s a r e p a r t n e r s t h a t 
s h o u l d c o m e e v e n t u a l l y t o a s o r t 
o f e q u a l p o s i t i o n o f m u t u a l b e n e 
f i t . W e i n C a n a d a m u s t k n o w w e 
c a n n o t h a v e a h u g e t r a d e s u r p l u s 
w i t h C h i n a a n d e x p e c t C h i n a t o 
c o n t i n u e t o d o b u s i n e s s w i t h u s 
f o r e v e r . W e w o u l d l i k e t o b u y 
m o r e t h i n g s f r o m C h i n a . " 

I n a d d i t i o n t o h i s t a l k s a n d 
o t h e r o f f i c i a l a c t i v i t i e s , t h e C h i 
n e s e p r e s i d e n t m e t h u n d r e d s o f 
C a n a d i a n s a s h e v i s i t e d f a c t o r i e s , 
m u s e u m s , s c i e n c e c e n t r e s a n d l o c a l 
s c e n i c s i g h t s . H e a t t e n d e d r e c e p 
t i o n s s p o n s o r e d b y t h e C h i n e s e -
C a n a d i a n c o m m u n i t i e s o f V a n c o u 
v e r , O t t a w a a n d T o r o n t o . A n d 
L i n J i a m e i , h i s w i f e , t o u r e d s e v e r a l 
h o s p i t a l s a n d o f f i c i a l l y o p e n e d a 
p a n d a e x h i b i t a t t h e T o r o n t o Z o o . 

F r o m T o r o n t o , t h e p r e s i d e n t ' s 
e n t o u r a g e c o n t i n u e d a n o t h e r o n e -
w e e k v i s i t , t o t h e U n i t e d 
S t a t e s . • 

16 Beijing Review, No. 3 0 



Jiangsu Villagers Show Off the Future 
by DAI YANNIAN 
Our Correspondent 

T HOUGH China's rural popu
lation has known poverty 

through most of the 20th century, 
the nation's people hope to usher 
in an age of prosperity by the year 
2000. 

By quadrupling the 1980 total 
output value, they plan to boost 
the average per-capita annual in
come to US$800. Though a 
US$800 annual income wouldn't 
mean much to the peoples of devel
oped countries, it signifies a virtual 
fortune in underdeveloped China. 

But what shape will the coun
tryside take? 

For a peek at the future, 1 trav
elled to Ouqiao, a village in one 
of China's most prosperous prov
inces — Jiangsu. 

The village's per-capita income 
of 1,940 peasants was 3,400 yuan 
(more than US$1,200) in 1983, and 
the 1984 figure was expected to be 
much higher. 

As I drove towards Ouqiao, 70 
km from Suzhou, [ passed mile 
after mile of green and yellow 

fields, fish ponds and traditional 
brick-and-tile houses. All along 
the road the countryside had 
taken on a new look. The thatch
ed cottages and shabbily dressed 
peasants of the past were not to 
be seen. As it turned out, Ouqiao 
village gave me an even bigger 
surprise. 

A Look Around t h e Village 

My car drove up to the Ouqiao 
Hotel, a beautiful two-storey 
building. I stepped in to find a 
marble floor in the lobby. My 
room was furnished with a sofa 
bed, a couch, a bathroom and ap
pliances. 

Accompanied by Xiao Yang, a 
tall young woman wearing a West
ern suit, I set out for a tour of 
the village. We passed a fenced 
garden and arrived at the Ouqiao 
Restaurant. Peering through the 
round door, I could see that the 
restaurant was popular with the 
local residents. Yang told me the 
cooks were skilled at preparing 
famous Suzhou dishes, and people 
interested in lighter meals could 
buy popular snacks, including 
sesame seed cakes, deep-fried 

dough sticks and dumpling soup, 
at a counter. 

I tore myself away from the 
good smells and progressed on to 
the Ouqiao Peasants ' Cultural 
Palace. A poster at the front gate 
read, " A piece of good news for 
music fans: The Light-Music Band 
of the Jiangsu Song and Dance 
Ensemble will give a show in our 
village." Shots of the movies 
which would be on show were 
displayed in a nearby window 
case along with reviews written 
by local would-be critics. On the 
first floor of the palace was a 
1,040-seat movie theatre. Upstairs 
were rooms set aside for reading, 
chess and musicians. I was told 
the palace is a popular evening 
spot for the local residents. 

Alongside the river stood a 
teahouse. Villagers out to hear a 
good tale can sit back and listen 
to story-tellers for free. A pot 
of tea goes for five fen. The house 
was especially popular with the 
local elders, who seemed to spend 
a good part of every day sipping 
tea, listening to stories and chat
ting with their friends. The tea
house filled up early in the morn
ing with old men carrying bird
cages. As they took their morning 
tea, their birds filled the teahouse 
with sweet music. 

Not far from the teahouse I 
found the village's basketball 
court. Surfaced and lighted, the 
court is surrounded with benches 
that can seat 1,770 people. 

" W e have watched basketball 
competitions between the national 
team and the top teams from eight 
provinces and cities, as well as the 
exhibition match by the Chinese 
Junior Women's Volleyball 
Team," said Yang. "There wasn't 
an empty seat. In the village 
sports meet last year, we had five 
basketball teams competing for 
the championship. One was called 

Ouqiao Peasants' Cultural Palace ( left) end the department store ( r ight) . 
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Villagers listening to story-telling. 

the Family Basketball Team and it 
consisted of a father, sons and 
sons-in-law," she continued. From 
her excitement, I guessed that she 
is a big sports fan. 

As we stopped in front of the 
village kindergarten, 1 saw dozens 
of lovely pre-school kids dancing 
to music. Next to the kinder
garten was a primary school. The 
village has already popularized 
primary school and junior high 
education and plans to give each 
child compulsory education of 
senior high school soon. All 
children can attend school 
without paying tuition. The local 
residents also enjoy free medical 
service in their own clinic, which 
is staffed with two doctors and a 
nurse. 

The village has a telephone ex
change, where I saw the operator 

busily connecting calls. I was 
told that every household has ac
cess to a neighbourhood telephone. 

In the village proper, we 
strolled by a well-stocked depart
ment store, a beauty shop and a 
photo studio. 

Amidst all the city-like shops, I 
could hardly believe I was in the 
countryside. 

F a r m i n g a n d S i d e l i n e 
Occupations 

The village proper was sur
rounded by fields of rape and 
wheat. Between the fields, I saw 
five residential areas. 

"Even if the Dragon King (the 
God of Rain in ancient Chinese 
legend) causes flood, or the God 
of Fire gets angry with us, we are 

sure to have a good harvest," 
said Wang Kunbao, ah official of 
the village's economic co-opera-
live. Wang, 47, simply dressed, 
good-natured and quiet, said 
he had lived in Ouqiao all 
his life. In 1984, he said, the 
average per-hectare yield was 
11,225 kg of rice, 6,855 kg of 
wheat or 1,007 kg of cotton. In 
the old days, recalled Wang, the 
land was infertile and rocky. 
Frequent droughts and floods 
resulted in poor harvests. After 
liberation, the peasants put a 
great deal of effort into the land, 
and the yield increased. Between 
1979 and 1981, the peasants con
centrated on leveling a 120-hectare 
area, which was then divided up 
into small squares. 

The land, once farmed collec
tively, has now been contracted 
out to individual households. The 
village, said Wang, has a 32-
member agricultural service 
centre, which provides free advice 
and assistance with plowing, 
harvesting, threshing, crop-protec
tion and irrigation. Today, 75 
percent of the farm work has been 
mechanized, a percentage far 
above the average. 

Ouqiao has a sideline occupa
tion team engaged in raising pigs, 
chickens, ducks and fish and a 
transportation team providing 
trucks, motorboats and a Shang
hai-brand car. 

Industry 

Some 980 villagers, represen
ting 77 percent of the total labour 
force, worked in village-run 
factories, including a knitting mill, 
a woolen mill, a clothing factory, 
a farm machinery plant and a 
brickyard. In a product exhibi
tion room, i was dazzled by the 
endless array of beautiful exhi
bits. 

Ouqiao Party Secretary Zhang 
Yonglai of this densely populated 
village told me the story of the 
village-run factories. 
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In 1965, he said, eight house
holds that had some linowledge 
of spinning were organized to 
make' protective work gloves to 
supply Shanghai's workers. Turn
ing a profit of 4,000 yuan, they 
were pleased with their success. 
But in 1966, the "cultural revolu
tion" started, and the factory jobs 
were criticized as "improper." 
The small factory literally went 
into hiding. When inspectors from 
the top came to the factory, the 
workers would lock the gate and 
tell them that the factory had 
closed. As soon as the inspectors 
went away, the factory was unlock
ed and work resumed. Over the 
next 10 years the factory pro
duced nylon gloves and clothes 
and its annual output value 
climbed to 610,000 yuan. With 
profits totalling 80,000 yuan. 
Since 1978, village-run factories 
were encouraged. The workers-
talent was fully brought into 
play, and village-run factories 
have since made dramatic pro
gress. Their total output value 
went up to 14.6 million yuan last 
year, representing 80 percent of 
the village's total output value of 
agricultural, sideline occupation 
and industry. Industrial profits 
reached almost 1.3 million yuan. 

"The village industry has stim
ulated development in other 
fields," Zhang said. The factories 
have invested heavily in farmland 
capital construction, purchasing 
farm machinery, backing cultural 
and trade businesses, and support
ing collective welfare institutions. 

A Peasant Entrepreneur 

Zhang, now 49 years old, was 
a production brigade accountant 
in 1955 and was elected village 
Party secretary in 1970. In his 
well-tailored Chinese jacket, he 
looks more like an entrepreneur 
than a peasant. 

"The market is very like a 
changeable sea. If a village-run 
factory wants to 'sail' safely in 

Party Secretary Zhang Yonglai. 

that sea, it must trim its sails," 
he said. For example, the village 
knitting mill has introduced 
several hundred new products 
over the years to meet local 
needs. As a result, its products 
have always sold well. In 1979, 
when its management learnt that 
polyester products, were in short 
supply, they quickly moved to fill 
that gap and earned a profit of 
110,000 yuan that year. 

"People are tjie backbone of an 
enterprise. A factory without tal
ented people is like a temple 
without monks. It can do noth
ing," said Zhang. Most of his 
fellow villagers went to work in 

the fields without completing 
primary school. But Zhang 
enrolled I in. a middle school and 
is therefore better educated than 
most men of his generation. To 
help his friends fill in the gaps in 
their knowledge, he has invited 
experts, engineers and retired 
workers to help run the village's 
factories. 

Ouqiao Village also trains its 
own professionals, including 
factory heads and technicians. In 
recent years, the village has sent 
four young people to universities 
and colleges in Shanghai and 
Suzhou to receive higher educa
tion. After graduation they will 
come back to work in their home
town. 

N e w H o u s e s in the Village 

In 1979, when Zhang proposed 
a building campaign, 75 percent 
of the village's families still lived 
in thatched cottages. Six years 
later, all but one have moved into 
their new two-storey houses — 
and the single exception is only 
delayed by the choosing of a home 
site. The average per-capita liv
ing space has risen to 23 square 
metres. 

Villager Wu Xiangbao invited 
me to see her new two-storCy 
house. On the ground floor are 

Village-run textile mill. 
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f o u r r o o m s c a s u a l l y l i t t e r e d w i t h 
b i c y c l e s , f a r m t o o l s , g r a i n a n d 
f u r n i t u r e . B e h i n d t h e b u i l d i n g 
a r e t w o s h e d s h o u s i n g a k i t c h e n 
a n d a p i g s t y . T w o p e a r t r e e s a r e 
g r o w i n g i n t h e c o u r t y a r d . 

W u t o l d m e h e r h o m e w a s 
b u i l t i n 1 9 8 2 a t a c o s t o f 1 3 , 5 0 0 
y u a n , w i t h 3 , 0 0 0 s u b s i d i z e d b y t h e 
v i l l a g e . T h e v i l l a g e a l l o c a t e d 5 0 0 
y u a n p e r p e r s o n t o h e l p b u i l d 
n e w h o m e s . 

U p s t a i r s i s a l a r g e s i t t i n g r o o m 
w i t h s e v e r a l a r m c h a i r s i n f r o n t 
o f a b i g T V s e t . C h i n e s e p a i n t 
i n g s h a n g o n t h e w a l l : O n e a 
l a n d s c a p e a n d t h e o t h e r a f l o r a l 
d e s i g n . T h e b e d r o o m s a r e a l s o 
o n t h e u p p e r f l o o r . 

W u i s a n a t t e n d a n t i n v i l l a g e ' s 
g u e s t c e n t r e , w h i l e h e r h u s b a n d 

w o r k s f o r t h e t o w n s h i p p u b l i c 
h e a l t h c o m m i t t e e . T h e i r e l d e s t 
s o n a n d d a u g h t e r a r e b o t h a c 
c o u n t a n t s i n v i l l a g e - r u n f a c t o r i e s . 
T h e i r y o u n g e r d a u g h t e r i s a l o c a l 
h e a l t h w o r k e r a n d t h e i r y o u n g e r 
s o n i s s t i l l i n m i d d l e s c h o o l . T h e 
f a m i l y ' s a n n u a l i n c o m e w a s 5 , 3 6 0 
y u a n l a s t y e a r . T h e e l d e s t s o n 
b r o u g h t i n t h e m o s t , 1 , 8 0 0 y u a n , 
w h i l e t h e y o u n g e r d a u g h t e r 
e a r n e d t h e l e a s t — 6 5 0 y u a n , 
b e c a u s e s h e s t a r t e d h e r j o b o n l y 
J u n e l a s t y e a r . I n a d d i t i o n , W u ' s 
f a m i l y h a r v e s t e d 2 , 3 0 0 k g o f 
g r a i n a n d 1 5 0 k g o f r a p e s e e d 
f r o m i t s o n e - f i f t h h e c t a r e o f c o n 
t r a c t e d l a n d a n d a l s o e a r n e d 
s o m e m o n e y f r o m r a i s i n g 
c h i c k e n s . 

T h e i n c o m e p a t t e r n o f W u ' s 
f a m i l y r e f l e c t s t h a t o f o t h e r s i n 

t h e a r e a — a b a s i c s a l a r y f r o m 
v i l l a g e - r u n f a c t o r i e s , s u p p l e m e n t e d 
b y i n c o m e f r o m c o n t r a c t e d l a n d 
a n d s i d e l i n e o c c u p a t i o n s . 

I n 1 9 8 4 t h e v i l l a g e ' s a v e r a g e 
a n n u a l p e r - c a p i t a i n c o m e w a s 
1 , 0 1 0 y u a n , 2 . 8 t i m e s h i g h e r t h a n 
t h e n a t i o n a l a v e r a g e . S i x t y p e r 
c e n t o f t h e v i l l a g e r s e a r n e d m o r e 
t h a n 1 , 0 0 0 y u a n , w h i l e t h e l o w e r 
i n c o m e w o r k e r s n e v e r e a r n e d l e s s 
t h a n 5 0 0 y u a n . 

T h e v i l l a g e r s o w n 8 7 0 b i c y c l e s , 
6 3 0 p a i r s o f s o f a s , 4 3 0 e l e c t r i c 
f a n s , 2 7 0 T V se ts a n d 1 7 3 cas 
s e t t e r e c o r d e r s . " N o w a d a y s p e o p l e 
a r e i n t e r e s t e d i n h i g h - g r a d e g o o d s . 
F a m o u s b r a n d s a r e a l w a y s s o l d 
o u t , " t h e m a n a g e r o f t h e v i l l a g e 
d e p a r t m e n t s t o r e t o l d m e . 

Poor F a m i l i e s 

" A r e t h e r e a n y p o o r f a m i l i e s i n 
y o u r v i l l a g e ? " I a s k e d . " Y e s . " 
T h e v i l l a g e r s r e p l i e d , p o i n t i n g t o 
W a n g M i a o s h e n g ' s f a m i l y o f f o u r . 
W a n g ' s h e a l t h i s p o o r w h i l e h i s 
w i f e a n d y o u n g e r d a u g h t e r a l l 
s u f f e r f r o m c o n g e n i t a l d i s e a s e s . 
F o r t u n a t e l y , t h e m a j o r w o r k o n 
h i s c o n t r a c t e d o n e - f i f t h h e c t a r e o f 
f a r m l a n d i s d o n e f r e e o f c h a r g e 
w i t h m a c h i n e s f r o m t h e l o c a l 
a g r i c u l t u r a l s e r v i c e c e n t r e . W h e n 
t h e s e a s o n o f p l a n t i n g c o t t o n o r 
t r a n s p l a n t i n g r i c e s e e d l i n g c o m e s , 
h i s n e i g h b o u r s a l w a y s c a m e t o h i s 
a i d . W a n g a l s o w o r k s i n t h e 
v i l l a g e b r i c k f a c t o r y , ' w h e r e h e 
e a r n e d 9 0 0 y u a n l a s t y e a r . H o w 
e v e r , h e c o u l d n o t a f f o r d t o b u i l d 
a n e w h o u s e , e v e n t h o u g h t h e v i l 
l a g e g a v e h i s f a m i l y a 2 , 0 0 0 y u a n 
s u b s i d y . T h e v i l l a g e d i d n ' t w a n t 
t o see h i m l e f t b e h i n d , s o i t s u p p l i 
e d h i m a g a i n w i t h b r i c k , t i l e s a n d 
o t h e r b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l s f r e e o f 
c h a r g e . F i n a l l y W a n g w a s a b l e t o 
b u i l d a t w o - s t o r e y h o m e . 

I m e t W a n g a t t h e f a c t o r y 
w h i l e h e a n d h i s f e l l o w w o r k e r s 
w e r e s i t t i n g o n t h e l a w n f o r a 
r e s t . W h e n a s k e d a b o u t h i s 
n e w h o u s e , h e s a i d : " E v e r y b o d y 

( C o n t i n u e d on p . 2 7 . ) 
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PLA Attacks Construction Challenge 
While streamlining its ranks, the People's Liberation Army (PLA) 

is presently turning its attention more and more to economic construc
tion. The following is a report from one battlefront — the Shengli 
Oilfield, China's second largest oilfield. — Ed. 

by LU YUN 
Our Correspondent 

LAST March Wang Liying 
travelled from her home near 

beautiful Taihu Lake in Jiangsu 
Province to the Shengli Oilfield to 
spend her honeymoon with her 
husband. He, as an assistant en
gineer in the air force engineering 
corps, was taking part in the con
struction of the oilfield's airport. 
It had never occurred to Wang 
that the oilfield might be located 
in such a desolate place, a wilder
ness haunted by ferocious winds 
and shifting sand. She began to 
complain to her new husband and 
regretted her decision to join him 
on the first day. 

But a few days later she began 
to see how hard the young soldiers 
worked, and she noticed that they 
were always in high spirits despite 
the wind and the sand. She was 
moved. Wang, a draftswoman by 
profession, took up her pencil 
when she saw her husband work
ing on construction plans at night 
after a full day of work. She 
pitched in to help him draw four 
drafts. She had discovered the 
spirit of the .Shengli Oilfield. 

When she had to leave after a 
month, Wang gazed at the ever-
expanding airport and in tears bid 
farewell to her husband and the 
construction site. 

Situated at the edge of the Bo-
hai Sea and the Huanghe (Yellow) 

River delta in Shandong Province, 
the Shengli Oilfield is the scene of 
large-scale construction. Rows of 
light-blue plank houses and red 
tile-and-brick houses have mush
roomed around the oil derricks. 
More than 10,000 soldiers from 
the ground, sea and air forces in 
Shandong have taken the lead in 
construction, performing some of 
the most difficult tasks faced in 
expanding the oilfield. 

China's modernization drive de
mands the rapid growth of energy 
and transportation. The 21-year-
old Shengli Oilfield, second in size 
to Daqing, has experienced a 
boom. Shengli's crude oil produc
tion reached 23.01 million tons in 
1984, 4.64 million tons more than 
in 1983. Drilling, seismic survey 
and output proceeded at a record 

pace last year. Eleven new oilfields 
were discovered and the reserves 
found in a year surpass the total 
findings of the past 15 years put 
together. 

Covering an area of 26,000 
square kilometres, the Shengli Oil
field will evolve into a modernized 
oil base, complete with oil-
refining and petrochemical-pro
cessing plants. The present expan
sion includes everything from such 
key projects as an oil-shipping 
harbour to urgently needed proj
ects that require intensive labour. 

Using their existing skills, the 
navy and air force troops have 
shouldered much of the responsi
bility for building seaports and 
airports. The ground troops have 
tackled two highways, two reser
voirs, two dams and new com
munication facilities. Many of the 
construction projects are designed 
to improve transportation of the 
crude oil. Others seek to provide 

Shengli Oilfield airport under construction. 
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Dinner at the construction site is liite a picnic. 

w a t e r f o r p r o d u c t i o n a n d f o r d a i l y 
n e e d s . 

Scenes From the Worksite 
I t w a s l a s t O c t o b e r t h a t P L A 

s o l d i e r s b e g a n a s s e m b l i n g i n t h e 
o i l f i e l d . A r r i v i n g , t h e y f o u n d a 
l a n d w h e r e t h e y e l l o w s a n d o f t e n 
d a r k e n s t h e s k y a n d h u m a n b e i n g s 
a r e f e w a n d f a r b e t w e e n . B u t t h e 
t r o o p s r e m a i n e d e n t h u s i a s t i c . 

T h e y s e t u p h e a d q u a r t e r s a n d 
d u b b e d i t t h e " l e a d e r s h i p a n d c o 
o r d i n a t i o n g r o u p . " G r o u p l e a d e r 
Z h o u S h u i d u o w a s a f o r m e r 
a d v i s e r t o t h e J i n a n M i l i t a r y A r e a 
C o m m a n d . T h o u g h h e h a d a l r e a d y 
r e c e i v e d h i s r e t i r e m e n t o r d e r s , h e 
o p t e d t o r e m a i n i n c h a r g e o f 
t h e w o r k s i t e . S i x t y - s e v e n - y e a r - o l d 
Z h o u , w h o j o i n e d t h e r e v o l u t i o n 
a r y a r m y i n J i a n g x i P r o v i n c e i n 
1 9 3 2 , i s a v e t e r a n o f t h e 1 9 3 4 - 3 5 
L o n g M a r c h . I n 1 9 4 2 h e t o o k a 
r o l e i n t h e N a n i w a n p r o d u c t i o n 
d r i v e i n t h e r e v o l u t i o n a r y b a s e o f 
Y a n a n . N o w , c o m p l e t e l y w h i t e -
h a i r e d , h e c o n t i n u e s t o t a k e l o n g 
r u n s e v e r y m o r n i n g a n d o f t e n l e n d s 
a h a n d w i t h t h e f i e l d w o r k . 

Z h o u t o l d t h i s c o r r e s p o n d e n t , 
" T h e p e o p l e ' s a r m y h a s l o n g b e e n 
a t o n c e a f i g h t i n g f o r c e , a w o r k 
i n g f o r c e a n d a p r o d u c t i o n f o r c e . 
T o d a y , t o c a r r y o n t h i s t i m e -
h o n o u r e d t r a d i t i o n i s t o t a k e p a r t 
i n t h e n a t i o n a l r e c o n s t r u c t i o n c a m 
p a i g n as p u t f o r t h b y C e n t r a l 
M i l i t a r y C o m m i s s i o n C h a i r m a n 
D e n g X i a o p i n g . " 

H e w e n t o n , " I t i s o f g r e a t i m 
p o r t a n c e t o o u r c o u n t r y t o h a v e a 
p e f a c e f u l e n v i r o n m e n t t o p u s h 
a h e a d o u r m o d e r n i z a t i o n p r o g r a m 
m e . E v e r y o n e o f o u r s o l d i e r s f e e l s 
i t a n h o n o u r t o t a k e a d i r e c t p a r t 
i n s o c i a l i s t c o n s t r u c t i o n . W e h a v e 
e x c e l l e n t s o l d i e r s . W h a t e v e r t a s k s 
t h e y a r e g i v e n , o u r s o l d i e r s a r e 
s e e n w h e r e t h e h a r d s h i p i s f o u n d . 
W h e n w e f i r s t c a m e h e r e l a s t y e a r , 
a l o t o f t h e s o l d i e r s g o t u p e a r l i e r 

i n t h e m o r n i n g o r s t a y e d l a t e r a t 
n i g h t t o w o r k o n t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n 
s i t e . F i n a l l y w e h a d t o d e m a n d 
s t r i c t o b s e r v a t i o n o f t h e t i m e t a b l e . " 

O n e P L A c o m p a n y i n s t r u c t o r , 
L u R u i s h e n g , t o l d t h i s c o r r e s 
p o n d e n t , " S o l d i e r s d o n ' t h a v e 
w a g e s o r b o n u s e s . W h a t t h e y p u r 
s u e i s t h e a d v a n c e m e n t o f p r o j e c t 
c o n s t r u c t i o n . E v e r y b o d y i s t r y i n g 
t o d o m o r e s o t h a t o t h e r s c a n d o 
l e s s a n d t h e o i l f i e l d c a n d e v e l o p 
m o r e q u i c k l y . I d o n o t s h o u t t h e 
c l i c h e ' c o m e o n ' as w e d i d b e f o r e , 
b e c a u s e e v e r y o n e i s d o i n g h i s 
b e s t . " 

S o l d i e r s o f t h e t h r e e s e r v i c e s 
c o m p e t e t o a c c o m p l i s h t h e i r t a s k s 
i n t h e s h o r t e s t t i m e p o s s i b l e . T h e 
4 , 0 0 0 s o l d i e r s a n d o f f i c e r s o f t h e 
g r o u n d f o r c e , w h o w o r k e d p r i m a r i 
l y a t b u i l d i n g h i g h w a y s , t o o k o n l y 
2 8 d a y s t o c o m p l e t e a j o b s c h e d u l e d 
f o r t w o m o n t h s . A n e n g i n e e r i n g 
c o r p s o f t h e a i r f o r c e i s s t r i v i n g t o 
s l i c e a y e a r o f f t h e n o r m a l t w o -
y e a r p e r i o d i t t a k e s t o b u i l d a n 
a i r p o r t . S o l d i e r s f r o m t h e N o r t h 
C h i n a S e a F l e e t a r e b u i l d i n g a n 
o i l p o r t a t t h e m o u t h o f t h e H u a n g -
h e R i v e r . A s t h e s i l t e d r i v e r b e d i s 
v e r y s o f t , t h e y h i u s t u s e s p e c i a l 
t e c h n i q u e s t o s i n k a g o o d f o u n d a 
t i o n . A f t e r t h e e n g i n e e r s a n d t e c h 

n i c i a n s d e s i g n e d a 4 - k m - l o n g d i k e 
a n d a 3 . 5 - k m p i e r , t h e y s t u d i e d t h e 
g e o g r a p h i c a l c o n d i t i o n s d a y a n d 
n i g h t a n d s o o n g a i n e d a n u n 
d e r s t a n d i n g o f t h e l o c a l t i d e s a n d 
w i n d p r o b l e m s . A t p r e s e n t , t h e 
p r o j e c t i s p r o g r e s s i n g s t e a d i l y . B e 
t w e e n e a r l y M a r c h a n d e a r l y J u l y , 
t h e c r e w s h a d f o r m e d 8 2 0 m e t r e s 
o f t h e d i k e , c a r r y i n g i n 7 8 , 0 0 0 
c u b i c m e t r e s o f s t o n e a n d 5 2 , 0 0 0 
c u b i c m e t r e s o f e a r t h i n t h e p r o 
c e s s . 

Concern for the Soldiers 
I t i s n e c e s s a r y t o p r o v i d e 

s o l d i e r s w i t h t o u g h t r a i n i n g s o t h e y 
w i l l b e a b l e t o c o p e w i t h t h e i n 
c r e d i b l e s t r e s s o f b a t t l e . B u t w h i l e 
s e t t i n g s t r i c t d e m a n d s o n t h e 
s o l d i e r s , P L A o f f i c e r s k n o w t h e y 
m u s t s h o w c o n c e r n f o r t h e s o l d i e r s 
a n d t a k e c a r e o f t h e i r w o r k a n d 
d a i l y n e e d s . S o l d i e r s w o r k i n g a t 
t h e S h e n g l i O i l f i e l d w i l l n e v e r 
f o r g e t t h e c o n c e r n s h o w n b y t h e i r 
o f f i c e r s . 

M a n y s t o r i e s a b o u t o f f i c e r s w h o 
a r e t h e f i r s t t o b e a r h a r d s h i p s a n d 
t h e l a s t t o e n j o y c o m f o r t s h a v e 
c i r c u l a t e d a r o u n d t h e o i l f i e l d . 

I t w a s a w i n d y a n d s n o w y n i g h t 
l a s t D e c e m b e r . A s e c t i o n o f r o a d 
a t t h e a i r p o r t n e e d e d t o b e r o l l e d . 
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Otherwise, crews would be unable 
to work the next day. Machinery 
company commander Lei Tianxian 
joined platoon leaders Yao Shu-
guang and Wu Feng to stay on the 
job for four hours to get the work 
done. They could have ordered 
soldiers to finish the task, but they 
decided their soldiers should have 
a good rest. 

Last winter, some soldiers work
ing on highways were living in 
plank houses. Worried that 
their soldiers might be too cold, 
the regiment's commander and the 
political instructor decided to sup
ply each soldier with a mattress 
padded with cotton harvested 
from the PLA's own farmland. 
This year, the regiment's leaders 
prepared for the heat before sum
mer arrived. Soldiers find shade 
under woven mat shelters at 
breaks, and they refresh themselves 
with ice cream and cold drinks 
produced by the PLA itself. 

Leaders of the 9th Company, 
which is working on the oilfield 
reservoir, have also shown much 
concern for their soldiers. They 
often solicit opinions from soldiers 
when they tackle a new construc
tion project. When soldiers are 
struck down with illness, they are 
excused from manual work until 
they are completely recovered. 
For example, one soldier suffered 
a kidney stone. On\y a few days 
after his recovery, he returned to 
work without a doctor's approval. 
The company's political instructor 
patiently advised him to take rest 
until he regained his health. Forty 
days later when his health was en
tirely restored, he was allowed to 
return to work. 

The company's officers often en
courage their cooks to offer the 
soldiers good, home-style dishes. 
On a soldier's birthday, the cooks 
generally give him a special bowl 
of noodles that includes four boiled 
eggs. This is a traditional way to 
celebrate one's birthday in China. 

When a new recruit's father visited 
the oilfields to see his son on his 
birthday, he was reassured to see 
how well the officers treated the 
soldiers. 

Learning Techniques 

Fifteen regiment, battalion and 
company officers sat for an exami
nation last May answering ques
tions about highway construction 
techniques. In addition to five 
long questions, they had to provide 
the technical data for 24 fill-in-the-
blank questions. 

The exam was set by regiment 
commander Yang Xingtao. Yang, 

39, a graduate of an artillery col
lege, is now heading up the effort 
to build a 42-metre-wide highway. 
He believes the key to building a 
top-quality highway is making sure 
the leaders have a good grasp of 
highway construction techniques 
so they can arrange the work in a 
scientific manner. 

Yang decided to take a road-
building course run by the oilfield 
and his division headquarters. He 
finished the course with excellent 
marks. In addition, he also used 
his spare time to study four pro
fessional books, including Stand
ards for Building Highways and 
Quality Standards for Asphalt 

Testing the base surface for iiighway construction. 
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Navy technicians study a plan for a deepwater port that would be able to 
handle 50 million tons of oil a year. 

Roads. W i t h h i s n e w f o u n d 
k n o w l e d g e , h e l e c t u r e d h i s f e l l o w 
o f f i c e r s . D u e t o h i s s t r i c t d e m a n d s , 
e i g h t o f f i c e r s p a s s e d t h e e x a m 
w i t h t o p m a r k s , f i v e p a s s e d w i t h 
s a t i s f a c t o r y g r a d e s a n d t w o 
f l u n k e d . T h e t w o w h o f a i l e d 
w o u l d t a k e a m a k e - u p e x a m . 
I f t h e y f a i l e d a g a i n , p r o m i s e d 
Y a n g , t h e y w o u l d l o s e t h e i r p o s i 
t i o n s . B u t t h e t w o d i d p a s s o n 
t h e i r s e c o n d t r y . 

A m o n t h l a t e r , a l l t h e officers o f 
t h e regiment p a s s e d a n o t h e r exami-
n a t j p n . A n d i n a selective exMni-
n a t i o n s p o n s o r e d b y t h e o i l f i e l d 
t e c h n i c i a n s , e i g h t e x a m i n e e s 
s e l e c t e d from t h e r e g i m e n t d i d 
very w e l l . 

R i g o r o u s t e c h n i c a l t r a i n i n g , 
c o m b i n e d w i t h t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n o f 
a c o m p r e h e n s i v e q u a l i t y c o n t r o l 
s y s t e m , i s t h e g u a r a n t e e t h a t t h e 
c o n s t r u c t i o n p r o c e e d s s m o o t h l y . 

Invaluable Experience 

P r o v i d i n g a s s i s t a n c e t o t h e 
s t a t e ' s k e y p r o j e c t s i s a n i m p o r t 
a n t t a s k f o r t h e P L A d u r i n g t i m e s 
o f p e a c e . T h e s o l d i e r s i n v o l v e d 
i n t h e S h e n g l i o i l f i e l d c o n s t r u c t i o n 
h a v e m a d e a m a j o r c o n s t r i b u t i o n 

t o t h e n a t i o n ' s e n e r g y i n d u s t r y . I n 
t u r n , t h e t o u g h c o n d i t i o n s h a v e 
h e l p e d p r e p a r e t h e t r o o p s t o f a c e 
m a n y c h a l l e n g e . 

T o b r i n g p r o s p e r i t y t o t h e c o u n 
t r y , t h e s o l d i e r s , t o g e t h e r w i t h 
h a r d - w o r k i n g o i l w o r k e r s , s u r 
m o u n t e d n u m e r o u s d i f f i c u l t i e s . 
T h e p r o j e c t i s m o v i n g a h e a d a t 
h i g h e r s p e e d a n d a t a l o w e r c o s t 
a n d w i t h b e t t e r q u a l i t y t h a n c o u l d 
h a v e b e e n p o s s i b l e w i t h o u t t h e 
a r m y ' s h e l p . 

T h e o f f i c e r s h a v e e n h a n c e d 
t h e i r a b i l i t y t o o r g a n i z e a n d c o m 
m a n d t h e i r t r o o p s . A t t h e s a m e 
t i t j i e , t h e y h a v e g a i n e d e x p e r i e n c e 
i n b u i l d i n g h u g e c o n s t r u c t i o n p r o j 
e c t s a n d i n d o i n g p o l i t i c a l a n d 
i d e o l o g i c a l w o r k a m o n g t h e s o l 
d i e r s , i n o p e n i n g m o r e a v e n u e s t o 
e n s u r e t h e s u p p l y o f m a t e r i a l s 
a n d i n d o i n g a g o o d j o b o f e n v i r o n 
m e n t a l s a n i t a t i o n t o p r e v e n t 
d i s e a s e s . 

W o r k i n g a t t h e o i l f i e l d , t h e 
t r o o p s a r e o r g a n i z e d l i k e a m i l i t a r y 
d e t a c h m e n t . T h e y a b i d e b y v a r i o u s 
r u l e s a n d r e g u l a t i o n s , a n d p r e p a r e 
t h e m s e l v e s f o r a b a t t l e a t a m o 
m e n t ' s n o t i c e . 

W h i l e w o r k i n g a t t h e o i l f i e l d . 

t h e s i g n a l , e n g i n e e r i n g a n d t r a n s 
p o r t a t i o n c o r p s n e v e r c e a s e t h e i r 
t e c h n i c a l t r a i n i n g . A s a r e s u l t , t h e y 
c a r r y o u t c o n s t r u c t i o n w o r k w h i l e 
p r e p a r i n g t h o u s a n d s o f p r o f e s : 
s i o n a l s f o r p o s t - a r m y c a r e e r s . 

I n t h e d r i v e t o g a i n p r o f e s s i o n a l 
k n o w l e d g e a n d m a n a g e m e n t e x 
p e r t i s e , a b o u t 1 , 7 0 0 o f f i c e r s a n d 
s o l d i e r s h a v e e a r n e d c r e d e n t i a l s 
t h a t q u a l i f y t h e m t o b u i l d h i g h 
w a y s , i n s t a l l e l e c t r i c a l l i n e s a n d 
r e p a i r m a c h i n e s . 

F o r e x a m p l e , m o s t o f t h e 
s o l d i e r s i n a n a r m y u n i t w o r k i n g 
o n t h e r e s e r v o i r h a v e t a k e n c o u r s e s 
i n e l e c t r i c a l e n g i n e e r i n g a n d 
m a c h i n e r y o p e r a t i o n . 

O n e d i v i s i o n p l a n s t o t r a i n h a l f 
o f i t s s o l d i e r s t o b e c o m e p r o f e s 
s i o n a l h i g h w a y b u i l d e r s b y t h e e n d 
o f t h i s y e a r . T h o s e w h o h a v e 
p a s s e d e x a m i n a t i o n s w i l l b e g i v e n 
c e r t i f i c a t e s i n d i c a t i n g t h a t t h e y a r e 
r o a d t e c h n i c i a n s . 

W h e n a s k e d a b o u t h i s i m p r e s 
s i o n s o f t h e P L A t r o o p s , L i Y e , 
P a r t y s e c r e t a r y o f t h e S h e n g l i O i l 
f i e l d , s a i d , " A l l o f f i c e r s a n d 
s o l d i e r s h a v e d e m o n s t r a t e d t h a t 
t h e y a r e w e l l - d i s c i p l i n e d a n d w o r k 
w i t h h i g h e f f i c i e n c y a n d a s e l f l e s s 
s p i r i t . 

" L i k e o i l w o r k e r s , t h e y a r e d o i n g 
t h e i r b i t f o r t h e m o d e r n i z a t i o n 
d r i v e , a n d t h e y a r e d e t e r m i n e d t o 
r i d o u r c o u n t r y o f p o v e r t y , " h e 
s a i d , " W i t h t h e i r a c t i o n s , t h e y a r e 
a d d i n g a n i l l u s t r i o u s c h a p t e r t o t h e 
h i s t o r y o f e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t 
i n t h e H u a n g h e ( Y e l l o w ) R i v e r 
d e l t a . " • 
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Development and Reform in Commerce 
by PENG BAOQUAN 

S INCE the founding of the 
People's Republic of China 

in 1949, China has evolved a 
unified socialist market through 
three years' economic rehabilita
tion and the First Five-Year Plan 
(1953-57). It is a stable and 
growing market based primarily 
on state commerce. 

With the development of in
dustrial and agricultural produc
tion and improving living stand
ards during the past 35 years, 
commodity circulation has been 
steadily expanding. Total retail 
sales volume in 1984 was 335.7 
billion yuan, 12 times more than 
in 1952, and an average increase 
of 7.8 percent annually. Thanks 
to agricultural policy readjust
ments, the co-ordinated develop
ment of light and heavy in
dustries, reasonable arrangement 
of the proportion between ac
cumulation and consumption in 
national income since 1979,- in
dustrial and agricultural produc
tion and living standards have 
been raised by a big margin and 
commodity circulation has accel
erated. Since 1978, retail sales vol
ume has increased at an average 
annual rate of 13.6 percent — 
almost double the yearly 6.9 per
cent recorded from 1952 through 
1978. 

China's main market is its 800 
million peasants. In the past, 
growth of urban and rural re
tail sales kept pace with each 
other. But they are now rising in 
rural areas at an average annual 
rate of 15.55 percent, against 9.7 
percent in urban areas. This was 
because peasants' earnings have 
increased at a faster rate than those 
of urban residents during the 
past few years. 

The author is an official of the 
Ministry of Commerce. 
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In recent years, China's com
mercial organizations have also 
greatly expanded. The network 
of retail and service trades grew 
from 1,255,000 businesses in 1978 
to 6,604,600 in 1983, an in
crease of 5.26 times; its employ
ment also rose from 6.078 million 
to 16.676 million, up 2.74 times. 
There was faster growth in the 
number of shops and staff in 1984 
than in 1983. In the past few 
years, new hirings in the service 
trades accounted for nearly 29 
percent of the total new workers 
and staff recruited. 
Circulation System Reform 

Appropriate reforms of China's 
commercial economic system are 
needed to cope with expanded 
commodity circulation. China's 
present system of commodity cir
culation was developed in the 
1950s. Centralized management 
and unified distribution were 
needed then to control the source 

of goods and ensure basic sup
plies because there was not enough 
production and supply of com
modities. For example, planned 
and arranged purchases governed 
vital agricultural and sideline 
products. Large amounts of indus
trial consumer goods were also 
mainly purchased and marketed 
through state stores. Planned 
supply was used to ensure the flow 
of 100 consumer goods that were 
in short supply or in great 
demand. 

At the same time, business was 
solely run by the state because 
the development of collective and 
individual commerce was restrict
ed for a long period, and run ac
cording to administrative divi
sions. 

From 1979 to 1983, China's in
dustrial and agricultural produc
tion greatly developed. In terms 
of 1970 constant prices, light in
dustry registered an average an-

Peasants flock to a local fair in Haian County, Jiangsu Province. Their 
per-capita income has risen by 2.7 times since 1978. 



nual output value increase of 
11.25 percent, while that of 
agriculture was about 8 percent. 
In 1983 grain and cotton output 
reached the targets fixed in the 
Sixth Five-Year Plan (1981-85) 
ahead of schedule. Bumper grain 
and cotton harvests were gather
ed in 1984, up 5.1 and 31.1 per
cent over 1983. Output of other 
farm products has also increased, 
with commodity production rates 
reaching 53.3 percent. Output of 
industrial consumer goods also 
increased. The country's original 
commodity circulation system 
cannot handle the situation. 

Some reforms have been car
ried out in recent years. A com
modity circulation system with 
diverse commercial channels is 
targeted. 

The state-owned economy, the 
dominant sector of the national 
economy, is one of socialist 
ownership by the whole people. 
State-run commerce controls the 
Since the rice market was reopened 
in Changsha, Hunan Province, peas
ants have transported grain there 

for sale. 

A cooking class at the Hongzhou "May 4th" Vocational School. 

main sources of goods. It bears 
most responsibility for readjusting 
market supply and demand, guid
ing and promoting production, 
guaranteeing supplies and bring
ing about a prosperous economy; 
this will undoubtedly be strength
ened and developed in the fu
ture. Due to the unbalanced eco
nomic development of China's 
different regions and departments, 
a form of diversified economic 
management is needed. Therefore, 
collective and individual commerce 
are permitted to play their diver
sified roles in providing more job 
opportunities and various kinds of 
services. The collective sector 
added 351,000 new businesses 
from 1978 to 1983, and increased 
its employment to 3.059 million. 
Meanwhile, 4.742 million more 
households, or a total of 5.826 
million people, were engaged in 
individual commerce. Collectives 
also took a larger share of the 
retail market, with sales increasing 
from 7.2 per thousand to 16.6 per
cent of the national total. In
dividual commerce increased from 
0.1 percent to 6.5 percent. The 
share of> state commerce, mean
while, declined from 90.7 percent 
to 72.1 percent. 

In order to open more channels 
of circulation, China has also re
adjusted the relations between 
commerce and industry. Diversi

fied purchasing and marketing 
system, which allows factories to 
sell part of their products, is re
placing the state monopoly of 
purchase and marketing. Major 
farm and sideline products, which 
were also bought and sold by the 
state, can now be sold on the free 
market after state purchasing 
quotas are met. Business depart
ments and individual farmers are 
permitted to engage in long dis
tance transport of goods for sale. 
This will expand sales of .in
dustrial and agricultural prod
ucts, a development which will 
be beneficial to the growth \f 
commodity production as well\as 
to consumers. 

On the basis of its publicly 
owned system, China has carried 
forward a planned commodity 
economy in which planned com
modity circulation forms the prin
cipal part in the socialist market, 
while some products are allowed 
to be distributed according to 
market conditions. The number 
of commodities under mandatory 
planning has decreased to 66, that 
under guidance planning to 77 
while more and more goods are 
subject to market regulation. To 
better meet the needs of con
sumers, industrialists and business
men can produce and sell their 
own products in accordance with 
market conditions. 
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I n t h e p a s t , w h o l e s a l e c o m 
m o d i t y o r g a n i z a t i o n s w e r e s e t u p 
i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
d i v i s i o n s . D e v e l o p m e n t o f c o m 
m o d i t y e c o n o m y w a s s t i f l e d w h e n 
u r b a n a r e a s w e r e c o n t r o l l e d b y 
s t a t e c o m m e r c e a n d r u r a l a r e a s 
b y s u p p l y a n d m a r k e t i n g c o 
o p e r a t i v e s , b e c a u s e t h e s e t w o 
s e p a r a t e w a y s o f d o i n g b u s i n e s s 
g a v e r i s e t o t o o m a n y l i n k s i n 
c i r c u l a t i o n , l o c a l b l o c k a d e a n d 
w i d e r g a p b e t w e e n u r b a n a n d 
r u r a l a r e a s . I n t h e p a s t f e w y e a r s , 
h o w e v e r , o v e r l a p p i n g w h o l e s a l e 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s h a v e b e e n m e r g e d 
o r j o i n t l y r u n , a n d r e t a i l s h o p s a r e 
a l l o w e ' d t o p u r c h a s e g o o d s o n 
t h e i r o w n . S t a t e s t o r e s a r e p e r 
m i t t e d t o g o t o t h e c o u n t r y s i d e 
a n d s u p p l y a n d m a r k e t i n g c o 
o p e r a t i v e s i n t o t h e c i t i e s t o d o 
b u s i n e s s . W h o l e s a l e m a r k e t s f o r 
i n d u s t r i a l a n d f a r m p r o d u c t s h a v e 
b e e n se t u p t o e a s e t h e f l o w o f 
c o m m o d i t i e s b e t w e e n u r b a n a n d 
r u r a l a r e a s . 

Better Management 
D u r i n g t h e p a s t f e w y e a r s , 

m o r e s e l f - m a n a g e m e n t p o w e r h a s 

b e e n g r a n t e d t o s t a t e - r u n r e t a i l 
e n t e r p r i s e s , a n d r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
s y s t e m s e s t a b l i s h e d , t o m a k e t h e m 
i n d e p e n d e n t e c o n o m i c e n t i t i e s 
u n d e r t h e o v e r a l l g u i d a n c e o f 
g o v e r n m e n t p l a n s a n d p o l i c i e s . 
S i n c e 1 9 8 3 , t h e y b e g a n t o p a y i n 
c o m e t a x e s i n s t e a d o f g i v i n g a l l 
t h e i r p r o f i t s t o t h e s t a t e , a n d c a n 
f r e e l y u s e t h e p r o f i t s t h e y r e t a i n . 
T o i m p l e m e n t t h e p r i n c i p l e o f 
d i s t r i b u t i o n a c c o r d i n g t o w o r k , 
w a g e s h a v e b e e n d i r e c t l y l i n k e d 
t o t h e w o r k e r s ' a n d e n t e r p r i s e s ' 
e c o n o m i c p e r f o r m a n c e . 

I n d e p e n d e n t a c c o u n t i n g , r e 
s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r p r o f i t a n d l o s s , 
d i s t r i b u t i o n a c c o r d i n g t o w o r k 
a n d d e m o c r a t i c m a n a g e m e n t h a v e 
b e e n i m p l e m e n t e d i n c o l l e c t i v e s . 
D u r i n g t h e " c u l t u r a l r e v o l u t i o n " 

. ( 1 9 6 6 - 7 6 ) , s u p p l y a n d m a r k e t i n g 
c o - o p e r a t i v e s c a m e u n d e r s t a t e 
c o n t r o l . S i n c e 1 9 8 3 , h o w e v e r , 
t h e y h a v e r e g a i n e d t h e i r c o - o p e r a 
t i v e s t a t u s . T o m a i n t a i n c l o s e 
t i e s w i t h l o c a l p e a s a n t s a n d p r o 
m o t e t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f r u r a l 
c o m m o d i t y p r o d u c t i o n , t h e y h a v e 
i n s t i t u t e d r e f o r m s t o h e l p i n c r e a s e 

t h e v o l u m e o f t h e p e a s a n t s ' 
s h a r e s , c h a n g e t h e i r p e r s o n n e l a n d 
w a g e s y s t e m s , e x p a n d t h e i r s c o p e 
o f o p e r a t i o n , a n d h a v e a l l o w e d 
p r i c e s o f so i jne g o o d s t o f l o a t ac 
c o r d i n g t o m a r k e t d e m a n d . 

C h i n a i s c a r r y i n g o u t i t s s o 
c i a l i s t m o d e r n i z a t i o n d r i v e . C o m 
m o d i t y d e v e l o p m e n t m u s t b e 
t a i l o r e d t o t h e n a t i o n ' s g o a l s o f 
q u a d r u p l i n g i n d u s t r i a l a n d a g r i 
c u l t u r a l o u t p u t v a l u e a n d a t t a i n 
i n g . b e t t e r l i v i n g s t a n d a r d s b y 
t h e e n d o f fhe c e n t u r y . I n a d d i 
t i o n t o t h e r e f o r m o f c o m m o d i t y 
c i r c u l a t i o n s y s t e m , c o m m e r c e 
i t s e l f s h o u l d a l s o b e m o d e r n i z e d . 
T h e m a i n e x i s t i n g p r o b l e m s a r e 
as f o l l o w s : S e r i o u s d e f i c i e n c i e s i n 
b u s i n e s < s n e t w o r k s a n d f a c i l i t i e s , 
w e a k m a r k e t i n f o r m a t i o n a n d 
f o r e c a s t n e t w o r k s a n d b a c k w a r d 
m a n a g e m e n t . I n t h e c o m i n g y e a r s , 
t h e i n t e r f l o w o f c o m m o d i t y a n d 
m a r k e t i n f o r m a t i o n m u s t b e i m 
p r o v e d a n d n e w t e c h n o l o g y i n 
t r o d u c e d ; i n t h e m e a n t i m e , 
m o d e r n s c i e n t i f i c m a n a n g e m e n t 
m e t h o d s s h o u l d b e a d o p t e d a n d 
p e r s o n n e l t r a i n e d t o u s e t h e m . • 

( C o n t i n u e d f r o m p . 2 0 . ) 

m o v e d i n t o n e w h o u s e s . T h e y 
d i d n ' t w a n t t o l e a v e a n y b o d y b e 
h i n d . A t l a s t I m a d e i t m y s e l f . " 

S e v e r a l o t h e r h o u s e h o l d s w e r e 
a l s o s h o r t o f a b l e - b o d i e d l a 
b o u r e r s . W i t h t h e h e l p o f t h e 
v i l l a g e g o v e r n m e n t a n d t h e i r 
n e i g h b o u r s , t h e y m a i n t a i n t h e i r 
b a s i c s t a n d a r d o f l i v i n g . T h e y 
a r e j u s t n o t as w e l l - o f f as o t h e r s . 

T h e o l d p e o p l e o f t h e v i l l a g e 
a r e w e l l c a r e d f o r i n t h e i r l a t e 
y e a r s . T h o s e w h o h a v e c h i l d r e n 
l i v e w i t h t h e i r f a m i l i e s . B e s i d e s 
t h e i r 1 3 0 - y u a n l i v i n g a l l o w a n c e , 
w h i c h i s p a i d b y t h e v i l l a g e , t h e 
e l d e r l y e n j o y f r e e t i c k e t s f o r 
t h e a t r e s a n d o t h e r e v e n t s . T h e 
o n e c h i l d l e s s e l d e r l y p e r s o n n o w 

i n t h e v i l l a g e l i v e s i n t h e t o w n s h i p 
h o m e f o r t h e a g e d . T h e v i l l a g e 
p a y s a l l l i v i n g e x p e n s e s . 

T h e C h i n e s e p e o p l e , l i k e 
o t h e r s , l o n g f o r a h a p p y l i f e . 
A b o u t 1 , 4 0 0 y e a r s a g o T a o 
Y u a n m i n g , a f a m o u s p a s t o r a l 
p o e t , w r o t e t h i s s t o r y : A f i s h e r 
m a n w e n t b o a t i n g o n a s t r e a m 
w h i c h b r o u g h t h i m t o a w o o d s 
f u l l o f p e a c h b l o s s o m s . W h e n h e 
w e n t t h r o u g h t h e w o o d s , h e 
f o u n d a h i l l w i t h a c a v e . E n t e r 
i n g t h e c a v e , h e w a s s u r p r i s e d b y 
a n e v e n m o r e s p l e n d i d s c e n e — a 
s t r e t c h o f f a r m l a n d d o t t e d b y 
p o n d s a n d r o w s o f c o t t a g e . R e s i 
d e n t s t h e r e , b o t h o l d a n d y o u n g , 
e n j o y e d v e r y h a p p y l i v e s . F a m i l i e s 
i n v i t e d h i m t o t h e i r h o m e s a n d 
e n t e r t a i n e d h i m w i t h m e a t a n d 
w i n e . T h e f i s h e r m a n s p e n t a f e w 

d a y s i n t h i s p a r a d i s e b e f o r e r e 
t u r n i n g h o m e . L a t e r , o t h e r s t r i e d 
t o f i n d h i s " S h a n g r i - l a , " b u t n e v e r 
s u c c e e d e d . 

T h e C h i n e s e p e o p l e ' s g o a l s f o r 
t h e y e a r 2 0 0 0 f a r s u r p a s s t h e i m a g 
i n a t i o n o f t h e a n c i e n t C h i n e s e . 
T h e i r s i s a m o d e r n d r e a m . A c 
c o r d i n g t o w h a t h a s h a p p e n e d i n 
O u q i a o V i l l a g e , t h e " w e l l - t o - d o 
l i f e " m e a n s a n e w c o u n t r y s i d e 
w i t h r i c h m a t e r i a l a n d c u l t u r a l 
b e n e f i t s , w i t h a d e v e l o p e d c o l l e c 
t i v e e c o n o m y a n d a c o m b i n a t i o n 
o f a g r i c u l t u r e a n d i n d u s t r y w i t h 
g o o d c o n n e c t i o n s t o t h e u r b a n 
a r e a s . P e o p l e a r e k i n d t o e a c h 
o t h e r o n t h e b a s i s o f c o m m o n 
p r o s p e r i t y . T h i s k i n d o f l i f e 
s u r e l y a p p e a l s t o t h e C h i n e s e 
p e o p l e . 
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UN Valuable, Former Official Says 

from "WEN HUl BAO" 
(Wen Hui Daily) 

B l J1 LONG, a former deputy 
secretary-general of the 

United Nations, who recently left 
his post and returned to China, 
says the world is characterized 
by disorder and endless dispute, 
but that the United Nations can 
be instrumental in alleviating 
some of the tension. 

Although the United Nations' 
effectiveness has been tested by 
the power struggle within the 
organization between the Soviet 
Union and the United States, Bi 
Jilong says, the 40-year-old body 
continues to demonstrate its value 
in seeking solutions to the world's 
conflicts. Despite the attitude of 
the Soviets and the Americans, 
Bi Ti'ong says, many member na
tions place great hope in the in
stitution, which was organized in 

from "LIAO WANG" 
(Outlook Weekly) 

CHINA'S higher education 
should be geared to the needs 

of the senior middle-school grad
uates from rural specialized house
holds in order to increase their 
ability to analyse and solve prob
lems p. rticular to rural areas, said 
a professor at the China Univer
sity of Science and Technology. 

Yang Jike, who is also the 
Anhui provincial vice-governor, 
said that by the end of this century, 
China's rural population is expect
ed to decline from 80 percent of 
the total population to 50 percent. 

San Francisco in 1945 as a vehicle 
to promote world peace and 
security. The United Nations, he 
says, is also regarded by many 
third world countries as a worth
while forum for international 
dialogue and debate. 

Bi Jilong says since 1945, the 
United Nations has been success
ful in relieving armed conflicts 
through mediation and the use of 
its multi-national peace keeping 
forces. The United Nations has 
also promoted economic construc
tion in developing countries and 
provided relief to refugees and 
people stricken by disaster, he 
says. 

Bi Jilong applauded the United 
Nations as an organization of 
sovereign states that does not im
pose its resolutions on members, 
and says nations should support 
the body in all of its endeavours. 

At the same time, he said, about 
110 million farmers will transfer 
to other professions and 70 
million young people will come of 
working age and need jobs. The 
employment of these 180 million 
people will be the largest social 
problem facing China over the 
next 15 years. Neither the large 
and medium-sized cities, nor the 
state-owned companies can be 
expected to absorb all of the 
workers. The only way to solve 
this problem, Yang said, is to 
guide the workers towards oc
cupations in their hometowns and 
ask that they pool their resources 
to help build more productive 
small towns. 

Development of small towns is 
an important facet of China's 
development. The shortage of 
talented rural people, however, 
works against such advancement. 
In order to boost the economy of 
the small towns, residents should 
improve their capacity to produce 
marketable goods for domestic 
and foreign consumption. If the 
local products have such success, 
the small town will in turn have 
a better chance at growth and 
prosperity, Yang said. 

The number of senior middle-
school graduates engaged in 10 
particular occupations is presently 
increasing. These 10 occupations 
are: Planting, breeding, fruit and 
vegetable preservation, processing 
(food and fodder), transportation, 
marketing, information, scientific 
research, consultation and service. 
According to Yang, these rural 
senior middle-school graduates, 
who have become the backbone of 
the specialized households, should 
have priority in entering unive»-
sities and colleges. 

Of the nearly 26 million senior 
middle-school graduates in the 
rural areas, Yang suggested that 1.8 
million be trained further to meet 
the demands of small towns. 
Counting the 60,000 towns across 
the country, on the average each 
town would recruit 3,000 labour
ers. If 30 of these workers, who 
have completed higher learning, 
will play a leading role in the 
towns' production capacities, the 
local products may become famous 
brands. As a consequence, the 
average incomes of the 3,000 
workers will be comparable to 
the incomes of urban workers, 
Yang said. 

Yang said the best approach to 
educating members of the special
ized households is to establish 

Higher Education Geared to Peasants 

28 Beijing Review, No. 30 



The joy of living "high." 
by X i a Q i n g q u a n 

(By courtesy of the B e i j i n g Kaleidoscopic Cartoon E x h i b i t i o n . ) 

c o r r e s p o n d e n c e u n i v e r s i t i e s . S u c h 
u n i v e r s i t i e s , h e s a i d , w o u l d r e 
q u i r e m i n i m a l f u n d s a n d a l l o w 
t h e s t u d e n t s m o r e t i m e f o r p r o 
d u c t i o n w o r k . A n h u i P r o v i n c e , 
h e s a i d , h a s b e g u n t o p r e p a r e f o r 
t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f J i a n g h u a i 
U n i v e r s i t y — C h i n a ' s f i r s t c o r 
r e s p o n d e n c e u n i v e r s i t y f o r s p e c i a l 
i z e d h o u s e h o l d s i n r u r a l a r e a s . 
T h e u n i v e r s i t y w i l l b e g i n o p e r a t 
i n g t h i s S e p t e m b e r t o e n r o l t h o s e 
b e s t a m o n g t h e 2 6 m i l l i o n s e n i o r 
m i d d l e - s c h o o l g r a d u a t e s a n d 3,0 
m i l l i o n s p e c i a l i z e d h o u s e h o l d s 
f r o m a l l o v e r t h e c o u n t r y . T h e 
s t u d e n t s w i l l s t u d y 2 0 s u b j e c t s a n d 
w i l l b e a l l o w e d t o c o m p l e t e t h e 
c o u r s e s as t h e i r s c h e d u l e s p e r m i t . 
A f t e r c o m p l e t i n g t h e c o u r s e s a n d 
p a s s i n g a f i n a l e x a m , t h e s t u d e n t s 
w i l l t h e n g r a d u a t e . 

young Family 
Managers 

fW "ZH^ONGGUO 
QINGNIAN BAO" 
(China Youth News) 

SO N G K O N G L I N G o f D a n g -
s h a n C o u n t y , A n h u i P r o v i n c e , 

r e t u r n e d h o m e a f t e r g r a d u a t i n g 
f r o m s e n i o r m i d d l e s c h o o l t o h i s 
f a t h e r ' s s e t o f r u l e s : B e h o n e s t . 
B e a t t e n t i v e t o y o u r w o r k . A n d , 
d o n ' t t r y a n d r u n t h e f a m i l y , b e 
c a u s e t h a t ' s m y j o b . B u t , S o n g 
K o n g l i n g h a d i d e a s o f h i s o w n . 

V •> <- V •!- 'l- <•> '1' *i- • *I* *I* 'l" K-* <• *l* •> 

b e c o m e t h e m a n a g e r s i n t h e i r 
f a m i l i e s ' w o r k s h o p s . P r e v i o u s l y , 
t h e i r f a t h e r s , w h o m a y h a v e b e e n 
l ess c a p a b l e , w o u l d b e a c t i n g a s 
m a n a g e r s . 

T h e p a t r i a r c h a l s y s t e m i s 
f a c i n g a c h a l l e n g e b y S o n g K o n g 
l i n g a n d o t h e r s l i k e h i m . T h e s e 
y o u n g m a n a g e r s h a v e d e m o n s t r a t 
e d t o t h e i r p a r e n t s t h a t y o u n g 
t h o u g h t h e y a r e , t h e y m a y b e b e t t e r 
q u a l i f i e d t o o v e r s e e t h e f a m i l i e s ' 
p r o d u c t i o n . 

S o n g K o n g l i n g s u g g e s t e d t h a t 
t h e f a m i l y c o m b i n e b r e e d i n g w i t h 
c u l t i v a t i n g . H i s f a t h e r t h o u g h t 
n o t h i n g o f t h e i d e a , s o t h e f a m i l y 
c o n t i n u e d t o w o r k a s t h e y a l w a y s 
h a d . S o n g K o n g l i n g , h o w e v e r , 
p u t t h e i d e a t o w o r k o n h i s o w n 
w i t h a b a n k l o a n t a k e n o u t 
w i t h o u t h i s f a t h e r ' s k n o w i n g . I n 
h i s t h i r d y e a r o f w o r k i n g a s h e 
w a n t e d . S o n g K o n g l i n g h a d m a d e 
a 4 , 6 0 0 y u a n p r o f i t . 

S o n g K o n g l i n g ' s f a t h e r s i n c e 

h a s h a n d e d , o v e r t h e r e i n s o f t h e 
f a m i l y ' s p r o d u c t i o n t o h i s s u c c e s s 
f u l s o n . • 

S o n g K o n g l i n g t a k e s p a r t i n a 
s p r e a d i n g r e f o r m a m o n g r u r a l 
f a m i l i e s . I n t h e w a k e o f o t h e r 
c h a n g e s , p e a s a n t f a m i l i e s h a v e 
b e g u n t o a p p o i n t p e o p l e t o p o s i 
t i o n s o f a u t h o r i t y b a s e d o n t h e i r 
a b i l i t y . 

I n A n h u i P r o v i n c e a l o n e , 
3 7 0 , 0 0 0 y o u n g p e o p l e h a v e 
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B U S I N E i ^ A N D f f t A b t 

CJ IETCC A w a r d e d a W o r l d B a n k P r i z e 
T h e C h i n a f i a n g s u I n t e r n a t i o n a l 

E c o n o m i c - T e c h n i c a l C o - o p e r a t i o n 
C o r p o r a t i o n ( C J I E T C C ) c o m p l e t e d 
t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f a h o u s i n g p r o j 
e c t f o r t h e S o m a l i S t a t e L i v e s t o c k 
B u r e a u o n A p r i l 1 , 1 9 8 5 , t h r e e 
m o n t h s a h e a d o f s c h e d u l e . F o r t h e 
s p e e d y c o m p l e t i o n o f t h e p r o j e c t , 
t h e c o r p o r a t i o n w a s a w a r d e d 
U S $ 6 0 , 0 0 0 f r o m t h e W o r l d B a n k , 
t h e c r e d i t o r o f t h e p r o j e c t . 

S o m a l i a ' s P r e s i d e n t M o h a m e d 
S i a d B a r r e s p o k e h i g h l y o f t h e 
s p e e d a n d q u a l i t y o f t h e c o n s t r i a c -
t i o n p r o j e c t a n d c o n t r a c t e d w i t h 
t h e c o r p o r a t i o n t o b u i l d t h e C h i l 
d r e n ' s V i l l a g e i n M o g a d i s h u , w h i c h 
w i l l b e f i n a n c e d b y a c h a r i t a b l e 
o r g a n i z a t i o n o f t h e F e d e r a l R e 
p u b l i c o f G e r m a n y . 

T h e c o r p o r a t i o n , s i n c e A p r i l 
1 9 8 3 , a l s o h a s c o n t r a c t e d s i x 
c o n s t r u c t i o n p r o j e c t s i n K u w a i t 
w o r t h a t o t a l o f U S $ 2 0 . 5 9 m i l l i o n . 
M o r e t h a n 2 , 6 0 0 w o r k e r s w i l l b e 
e m p l o y e d f o r t h e p r o j e c t s . 

E s t a b l i s h e d i t i 1 9 8 0 a n d p u t u n 
d e r t h e l e a d e r s h i p o f t h e p e o p l e ' s 

g o v e r n m e n t o f J i a n g s u P r o v i n c e , 
C J I E T C C h a s 1 3 0 , 0 0 0 e m p l o y e e s 
i n c l u d i n g e n g i n e e r s , c h a r t e r e d a c 
c o u n t a n t s , t e c h n i c i a n s , a g r o n o m 
i s t s , h o r t i c u l t u r i s t s , t e a c h e r s , d o c 
t o r s , c h e f s a n d s k i l l e d w o r k e r s . B y 
J u l y 1 , 1 9 8 5 , t h e c o r p o r a t i o n h a d 
c o n t r a c t e d 2 3 c o n s t r u c t i o n o r 
l a b o u r c o - o p e r a t i v e p r o j e c t s i n 
A l g e r i a , A u s t r a l i a , B a r b a d o s , C a m e 
r o o n , C a n a d a , I r a q , K u w a i t , 
N i g e r i a , O m a n , S o m a l i a , t h e S u 
d a n , T h a i l a n d , t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , 
t h e Y e m e n A r a b R e p u b l i c a n d 
o t h e r c o u n t r i e s . T h e c o r p o r a t i o n 
h a s b e e n a c c l a i m e d b y t h e o w n e r s 
a n d c o n c e r n e d g o v e r n m e n t s f o r i t s 
q u a l i t y w o r k a n d a b i d i n g b y t h e 
c o n t r a c t s . 

C J I E T C C c o n t r a c t s f o r i n d u s 
t r i a l a n d c i v i l p r o j e c t s , p r o v i d e s 
t e c h n i c a l e q u i p m e n t a n d m a t e r i a l s , 
o f f e r s t e c h n i c a l a n d l a b o u r s e r v i c e s 
a n d t r a i n s t e c h n i c i a n s , s k i l l e d 
w o r k e r s a n d m a n a g e r i a l p e r s o n n e l . 
T h e J i a n g s u c o r p o r a t i o n i s w i l l i n g 
t o c a r r y o u t i t s b u s i n e s s w i t h 
f i r m s a t h o m e a n d a b r o a d . 

T h e c o r p o r a t i o n h a s b r a n c h e s 
a n d o f f i c e s i n K u w a i t , S o m a l i a a n d 
t h e S u d a n . 

A d d r e s s : 7 0 , W e s t B e i j i n g R o a d , 
N a n j i n g , C h i n a 

C a b l e : N a n j i n g C J I E T C C 
T e l e x : 3 4 1 0 4 J I E T C C N 

P e t r o c h e m i c a l 
E x p o r t s I n c r e a s e 

D u r i n g t h e f i r s t s i x m o n t h s o f 
1 9 8 5 p e t r o c h e m i c a l e x p o r t s i n 
c r e a s e d 2 2 p e r c e n t o v e r t h e c o r 
r e s p o n d i n g p e r i o d l a s t y e a r , a c c o r d 
i n g t o t h e C h i n a N a t i o n a l C h e m i 
c a l I n d u s t r y I m p o r t & E x p o r t 
C o r p . 

O i l a n d o i l - b a s e d p r o d u c t s a r e 
t h e m a i n e x p o r t s o f t h e C h i n a N a 
t i o n a l C h e m i c a l i n d u s t r y I m p o r t 
& E x p o r t C o r p . T o i n c r e a s e i t s e x 
p o r t v o l u m e , t h e c o r p o r a t i o n h a s 
d o u b l e d i t s e f f o r t s t o l o c a t e n e w 
s o u r c e s o f p e t r o c h e m i c a l s f o r e x 
p o r t . F r o m J a n u a r y t o J u n e t h i s 
y e a r , t h e w o r l d m a r k e t f o r p e t r o -
c h e f n i c a l s w a s w e a k , b u t t h e 
d e m a n d i n C h i n a ' s d o m e s t i c 
m a r k e t i n c r e a s e d . T h e s e i n t e r n a l 
a n d e x t e r n a l f a c t o r s m a d e i t d i f 
f i c u l t f o r t h e c o r p o r a t i o n t o f i n d 
n e w s o f u r c e s o f p e t r o c h e m i c a l s f o r 
e x p o r t . T o s o l v e t h e p r o b l e m , t h e 
c o r p o r a t i o n s e n t r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s t o 
r e f i n e r i e s a n d p e t r o c h e m i c a l p r o 
c e s s o r s a r o u n d t h e c o u n t r y t o m a k e 
s u r e t h e y w e r e a b l e t o p r o d u c e 
p r o d u c t s t h a t w i l l s e l l a b r o a d . A t 
t h e s a m e t i m e t h e c o r p o r a t i o n 
a d o p t e d o t h e r t r a d e f o r m s s u c h a s 
b a r t e r i n g a n d a c t i n g a s a n a g e n t 
f o r t h e p r o d u c e r s . T h e s e e f f o r t s 
y i e l d e d g o o d r e s u l t s i n t h e f i r s t h a l f 
o f t h i s y e a r . 

I n o r d e r t o m a k e f u r t h e r p r o 
g r e s s i n t h e s e c o n d h a l f o f t h i s 
y e a r , t h e c o r p o r a t i o n r e c e n t l y 
s p o n s o r e d a s a l e s e x h i b i t i o n o f 

A n o f f i c e b u i l d i n g o f t h e S o m a l i S t t i t e L i v e s t o c k B u r e a u b u i l t b y C J I E T C C . 
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C h i n a ' s p e t r o c h e m i c a l p r o d u c t s i n 
l a p a n . I t h a s a l s o e x p a n d e d i t s 
b u s i n e s s s c o p e t o i n c r e a s e v o l u m e 
t h r o u g h b a r t e r i n g , e n t r e p o t t r a d e 
a n d p r o c e s s i n g o n a c o m m i s s i o n 
b a s i s . T h e c o r p o r a t i o n i s e x p e c t e d 
t o s u r p a s s i t s e x p o r t g o a l f o r 1 9 8 5 . 

China to Display 
Metals in Tokyo 

T h e C h i n a N a t i o n a l N o n - F e r r o u s 
M e t a l I n d u s t r i a l C o r p . w i l l s p o n s o r 
a s y m p o s i u m i n T o k y o o n n o n -
f e r r o u s m e t a l e x h i b i t i o n , t r a d e 
a n d i n v e s t m e n t f r o m A u g u s t 1 9 t o 
S e p t e m b e r 6 . 

T h e s y m p o s i u m ' s a i m i s t o g i v e 
J a p a n a n d o t h e r c o u n t r i e s a g e n 
e r a l p i c t u r e a b o u t C h i n a ' s n o n -
f e r r o u s m e t a l i n d u s t r y , a b o u t t h e 
e x p o r t o f s u c h m e t a l s , t h e i m p o r t 
o f s o m e r a w m a t e r i a l s a n d p r o d u c t s 
a n d o f a d v a n c e d t e c h n o l o g y a n d 
e q u i p m e n t . A t t h e s y m p o s i u m , 1 8 
p r o j e c t p r o p o s a l s w i l l b e p r e s e n t e d 
f o r d i s c u s s i o n w i t h b u s i n e s s e s i n 
J a p a n a n d r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s f r o m 
e l s e w h e r e . 

A t t h e s y m p o s i u m , m o r e t h a n 
1 , 0 0 0 n o n - f e r r o u s m e t a l p r o d u c t s 
m a d e i n C h i n a w i l l b e s h o w n , i n 
c l u d i n g v a r i o u s I c i n d s o f a l l o y s 
a n d p r o c e s s i n g m a t e r i a l s , f i n e 
t u n g s t e n , m o l y b d e n u m , r a r e - e a r t h 
m e t a l s a n d o t h e r r a r e m e t a l s . T h e r e 
w i l l a l s o b e d i s p l a y s o f p r e c i o u s 
s t o n e s a n d p r o d u c t s m a d e f r o m 
t h e m . 

C h i n a h a s r i c h n o n - f e r r o u s m e t a l 
r e s o u r c e s . I t s r e s e r v e s a n d o u t p u t 
o f f i n e t u n g s t e n o r e r a n k f i r s t i n 
t h e w o r l d . 

I n t h e f i r s t h a l f o f 1 9 8 5 , n o n -
f e r r o u s m e t a l e x p o r t s h a n d l e d b y 
t h e C h i n a N a t i o n a l N o n - F e r r o u s 
M e t a l s I m p o r t & E x p o r t C o r p . i n 
c r e a s e d 1 9 0 p e r c e n t o v e r t h e c o r 
r e s p o n d i n g p e r i o d o f 1 9 8 4 . T h e 
t o t a l v o l u m e o f t e c h n o l o g y i m p o r t 

i n t h e s a m e p e r i o d e x c e e d e d t h e 
t o t a l o f l a s t y e a r . 

Shenyang to Hold 
World Trade Fair 

S h e n y a n g , a h e a v y i n d u s t r i a l 
c i t y i n n o r t h e a s t C h i n a , w i l l h o l d 
a n i n t e r n a t i o n a l i n v e s t m e n t a n d 
e x p o r t t r a d e f a i r f r o m m i d - A u g u s t 
t o m i d - S e p t e m b e r . T h i s w i l l b e t h e 
s e c o n d s u c h f a i r e v e r h e l d i n 
S h e n y a n g . 

A t t h e f a i r , S h e n y a n g w i l l p r e 
s e n t 3 8 e c o n o m i c a n d t e c h n o l o g i 
c a l c o - o p e r a t i o n p r o j e c t s f o r d i s 
c u s s i o n w i t h f o r e i g n b u s i n e s s e s . 
T h e m a j o r p r o j e c t s w i l l i n c l u d e t h e 
t e c h n o l o g i e s t o p r o d u c e i n d u s t r i a l 
r o b o t s , s t a n d a r d m a c h i n e p a r t s , 
m o u l d i n g a n d p u n c h i n g m a c h i n e s , 
c l u t c h e s f o r m o t o r v e h i c l e s , f o u r -
c y l i n d e r h i g h - s p e e d d i e s e l e n g i n e s , 
m o t o r v e h i c l e d a m p e r s , s p e c i a l 
a l l o y s a n d c o n t a i n e r s f o r m a r i n e 
t r a n s p o r t . 

A t t h e f a i r , m e c h a n i c a l a n d 
e l e c t r i c a l p r o d u c t s , t e x t i l e a n d 
l i g h t i n d u s t r i a l - g o o d s , a g r i c u l t u r a l 
a n d n a t i v e p r o d u c t s , a s w e l l a s 
h a n d i c r a f t a r t i c l e s w i l l b e a v a i l a b l e 
f o r f o r e i g n b u s i n e s s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 
t o b u y . I n a d d i t i o n , b u s i n e s s t a l k s 
w i l l b e h e l d o n t h e p u r c h a s e o f 
i n d u s t r i a l p r o d u c t s , t e c h n o l o g y a n d 
e q u i p m e n t f r o m a b r o a d . 

Commodity Fairs 
For 3rd Quarter 

I n t h e l a t t e r h a l f o f t h i s y e a r , 
C h i n a w i l l h o l d e i g h t e x p o r t c o m 
m o d i t y f a i r s i n B e i j i n g , G u a n g z h o u 
a n d t h e S h e n z h e n S p e c i a l E c o 
n o m i c Z o n e . 

T h e C h i n a N a t i o n a l T e x t i l e s I m 
p o r t & E x p o r t C o r p . h e l d a n e x 
p o r t f a i r i n B e i j i n g f o r w o o l l e n t e x 
t i l e s i n J u l y a n d w i l l h o s t o n e f o r 

y a r n a n d c l o t h i n B e i j i n g i n t h e 
l a t t e r h a l f o f A u g u s t . 

T h e C h i n a N a t i o n a l M e d i c i n e s 
a n d H e a l t h P r o d u c t s I m p o r t & 
E x p o r t C o r p . w i l l s p o n s o r a n e x 
p o r t f a i r f o r C h i n e s e h e r b a l m e d i 
c i n e s i n A u g u s t . T h e C h i n a N a 
t i o n a l A r t s a n d C r a f t s I m p o r t & 
E x p o r t C o r p . w i l l h a v e a n e x p o r t 
f a i r f o r s t r a w , r a t t a n , b a m b o o a n d 
w i c k e r w o r k S e p t e m b e r 1 - 1 0 . B o t h 
f a i r s w i l l b e h e l d i n G u a n g z h o u . 

I n a d d i t i o n , J i l i n a n d H e n a n 
p r o v i n c e s a n d t h e c e n t r a l C h i n a 
c i t y o f W u h a n w i l l h o s t e x p o r t 
f a i r s a n d b u s i n e s s t a l k s i n S h e n 
z h e n i n A u g u s t . 

NEWS IN BRIEF 

• C h i n a w i l l o p e n a t r a d e p r o 
m o t i o n c e n t r e i n A b u D h a b i , c a p i 
t a l o f t h e U n i t e d A r a b E m i r a t e s . 
A s a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f f i c e o f t h e 
C h i n a C o u n c i l f o r t h e P r o m o t i o n 
o f I n t e r n a t i o n a l T r a d e , t h e A b u 
D h a b i c e n t r e w i l l p r o m o t e t r a d e , 
e c o n o m i c a n d t e c h n o l o g i c a l c o 
o p e r a t i o n b e t w e e n C h i n a a n d t h e 
U n i t e d A r a b E m i r a t e s a n d o t h e r 
G u l f c o u n t r i e s . 

• S h a n g h a i h o s t e d a n i n t e r n a 
t i o n a l e x h i b i t i o n o f m o t o r v e h i c l e s 
f r o m J u l y 3 t o 9 . 

O n d i s p l a y a t t h e w e e k - l o n g e x 
h i b i t i o n w e r e c a r s , t r u c k s , b u s e s , 
c r a n e s , f i r e e n g i n e s , a m b u l a n c e s 
a n d a c c e s s o r i e s f r o m 3 2 0 f i r m s i n 
2 0 c o u n t r i e s , i n c l u d i n g t h e F e d e r a l 
R e p u b l i c o f G e r m a n y , F r a n c e , 
G r e a t B r i t a i n , J a p a n a n d t h e 
U n i t e d S t a t e s . 

• T h e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f t h e C h a n g -
c u n C o a l M i n e i n s o u t h e a s t e r n 
S h a n x i P r o v i n c e s t a r t e d o n J u l y 1 . 
T h e p r o j e c t w a s u n d e r t a k e n w i t h 
U S $ 1 2 6 m i l l i o n i n l o a n s g r a n t e d 
b y t h e W o r l d B a n k . T h e m i n e , 
w h i c h w i l l b e e q u i p p e d w i t h u p -
t o - d a t e f a c i l i t i e s , i s d e s i g n e d t o 
p r o d u c e 4 m i l l i o n t o n s o f c o a l a 
y e a r . 
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Rural Romance Is New Film Treat 
The beautiful young girl lies on 

a grassy knoll daydreaming about 
her future price charming. She asks 
her grandfather to play a popular 
folk tune — a Miao minority wed
ding song. As his flute echoes over 
the field, a succession of images 
appears: white clouds floating in 
a clear blue sky, deep green grass
lands surrounded by rolling hills, 
a pagoda outlined against the set
ting sun. The girl sighs and closes 
her eyes while the old man, under
standing her longing, plays on. 

The simplicity and romantic 
beauty of scenes such as this are 
now beguiling Chinese audiences 
flocking to the highly acclaimed 
feature film, The Border Town. 
Based on a story written in 1934 
by Shen Congwen (1902- ), 
one of China's most versatile mod
ern authors, the movie tells the 
tale of an old ferryman, his grand
daughter Cuicui (Emerald) and 
the two brothers who want to 
marry her. Through their dilem
mas set against the pre-liberation 
poverty of their homes in a Miao 
area of Hunan Province, it illumi
nates the rich tapestry of tradi
tional rural life in central China. 

Much of The Border Town's 
appeal, however, comes from its 
wholehearted concern for its char
acters' feelings, rather than for 
their "Symbolic value. The plot is 
relatively simple. Cuicui, brought 
up by her grandfather after the 
death of her parents, attracts the 
romantic attention of two young 
men, the sons of a local boatman. 
One is bluff and open while the 
younger is quieter, more sensitive. 
The girl falls for the younger 
brother, only to see him flee after 
his parents attempted to have him 
married off to a rich man's 
daughter. 

The twin themes of love and 
loss are both intensified and eased 
by the movie's views of local Miao 
folkways. Although possessed by 
strong emotions, Cuicui and her 
lover play out their personal drama 
against a bucolic backdrop of 

great scenic beauty and ageless 
serenity: Bamboo-shaded paths fol
low winding streams weaving 
among thatched-roof homes, tiny 
shops and grinding mills driven by 
ancient waterwheels. A traditional 
holiday, too, lends its excitement 
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and comic relief as the fifth day 
of the fifth lunar month brings 
villagers out for the Dragon Boat 
Festival. Women wrap zong zi, 
triangular rice dumplings wrapped 
in the leaves of reeds or bamboo, 
while old men drink with their 
cronies and the young vie in boat 
races or try to capture ducks in an 
uproarious swimming contest that 
fills the screen with an explosion 
of noise, splashing water, thrashing 
bodies and flying feathers. 

With its flair for local colour 
and deep concern for human reali
ties, The Border Town has proved 
itself a captivating attraction for 
moviegoers. It is also having a 
strong impact on the Chinese film 
industry, which this year conferred 
the coveted Golden Rooster award 
— China's homegrown Oscar — on 
its director. Ling Zhifeng. 

Ling, 68 and a veteran film
maker, is also known for works in
cluding Sons and Daughters of 
China, Keep the Red Flag Flying 
and the modern classic, Camel 
Xiangzi (Rickshaw Boy). 

Western Plateau: 
Weather Research 

If the Qinghai-Tibet plateau 
disappeared tomorrow, the Yang
tze River valley, China's richest 
rice-growing area, would become a 
sea of sand. And rainfall on that 
remote, often arid highland also 
determines water levels at the 
mouths of the Changjiang and 
Huanghe Rivers — thousands of 
kilometres away on the east China 
coast. 

These were among the astound
ing facts revealed at a meteorolog
ical symposium involving Chinese 
and foreign experts at Guilin, in 
the Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous 
Region, in April. 

The Qinghai-Tibet plateau, 
averaging 4,000 metres above sea 

level, covers one-fourth of China's 
land mass. Because of its great 
size and its location in the heart 
of Asia, it controls the weather not 
only in China, but in its surround
ing countries and much of the 
northern hemisphere as well. 

The plateau's high altitude and 
thin air leave it open to bombard
ment by cosmic radiation, making 
it a natural laboratory for studying 
the effects of this phenomenon. 
But the sun's rays also generate 
large amounts of heat, creating a 
high pressure system over the area 
that can change weather in parts 
of the interior far from Tibet. If 
the fair weather ridge is situated 
over the centre of the plateau, for 
example, the middle and lower 
reaches of the Changjiang will 
receive more rain. But if it moves 
eastward, the weather in central 
China will turn dry. The plateau, 
in its role as a rainmaker, also 
nourishes the sources of China's 
major water ways — the Chang
jiang and Huanghe Rivers, 
both of which rise from 
lakes only a few hundred kilo
metres apart on its high plain. 
These and several related factors 
help keep China's central heart
lands fertile, and also keep the 
country's deserts at bay: Because 
of weather patterns in Tibet, 
China's arid areas are located far
ther north than any others on 
Earth. 

The Qinghai-Tibet plateau's im
portance has drawn the attention 
of numerous Chinese scientists. 
Since 1958, it has been the subject 
of a number of surveys — the 
largest, in the summer of 1979, 
involving some 2,000 researchers 
and technicians. Their observa
tions, which have since been col
lected into a book about the re
gion, were presented last year at 
an international conference held 
in Beijing and sponsored by the 
meteorological so ietics of China 
and the United States, and the 
World Meteorological Organiza
tion. 

Author Walking 
Silk Road, Wall 

Liu Yutian, a 42-year-old 
railway bureau official, has set out 
to realize his dream of studying the 
Great Wall and the Silk Road on 
foot. He plans to write about his 
experiences in two books. 

Liu began the walk of his 
dreams on May 13, 1984, from 
the western end of the Great 
Wall at Jiayuguan in Gansu 
Province. He walked eastwards 
through the Hexi Corridor and 
the Tengger Desert of Gansu 
Province. Three times he crossed 
the Huanghe (Yellow) River, on 
his way through the Inner Mon
golian Autonomous Region, the 
Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region 
and Shaanxi Province. From the 
ancient capital of Xian, he head
ed north to the Pingliang area of 
Gansu, where he turned back to 
the west. Along the way, he had 
to battle sand storms, hail storms, 
hunger and cold. 

By the time he arrived at 
Lanzhou, an important stop on 
the Silk Road, on May 24, he had 
already covered 4,000 km. 

As he trudged over mountains 
and through deserts, he stopped to 
talk with the local people to hear 
their history. He studied local 
customs and habits, social and 
economic conditions and legends 
and folk tales. He also visited 
jnany historical sites and scenic 
spots while surveying the cur
rent condition of the Great Wall 
and Silk Road. 

He has already filled his note
books with 200,000 characters of 
descriptions and taken some 1,000 
photographs. 

Liu said he plans to return to 
Xian after finishing his study of 
the Silk Road. He will then con
tinue his walk along the Great 
Wall. 
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SPORTS 

A Special Breed of Athletes in the Making 

Qiu Siyou is an unlikely bas
ketball star. He is motivated, 
strong, enthusiastic and a team 
captain. He is also paralysed. 

Bound to a wheelchair for 
nearly 10 years, Qiu, as captain, 
is relied on by his teammates for 
not only extra points during 
games, but also support and the 
occasional pep talk needed to 
keep the morale of the Guang
zhou Wheelchair Basketball Team 
from sagging. 

Qiu, 28, who broke his spine 
in 1976 in an accident while 
working on the construction of a 
railway tunnel, began thinking 
last year that he should develop 
what was left of his atrophying 
muscles. About the same time he 
was planning on beginning his 
athletic programme, Qiu saw an 
announcement saying the Guang
zhou Wheelchair Basketball Team 
was scouting for recruits. 

Not only did Qiu sign up, he 
enlisted other wheelchair-bound 
patients and developed a pro
gramme of calisthenics to get the 
new players in shape for an 
upcoming tournament. 

In joining the team, Qiu and 
his teammates became a part of 
a peculiar school of athletics in 
China that dates back to the 
1950s, when blind, deaf and 
mute people were organized into 
competitive teams. In 1983, the 
China Handicapped Sports As
sociation was founded, and since 
then 18 sports clubs have been 
established across the country for 
people whose movements are 
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limited by crutches, 
limbs and wheelchairs. artificial 

Since 1983, China has made 
other accommodations for the 
handicapped. Among such spe
cial services are reduced fees at 
sporting events and stadium seat
ing that is easily accessible to the 
disabled. In addition, Beijing's 
Taoranting and Navy swimming 
pools are opened at regular in
tervals for handicapped aquatic 
training and instruction. 

The major sporting events in 
China in which the handicapped 
can participate are table tennis, 
swimming, track and field and 
basketball. China's handicapped 
athletes are also making them
selves increasingly felt as a force 
to be reckoned with in world 
sports. In March 1984, 24 
Chinese athletes for the first time 
took part in the Olympic Games 
for the Disabled and brought 

home two gold medals, 13 silver 
medals and nine copper ones. 

In November, Qiu anci his 
teammates in Guangzhou will be 
hosts to the Macao and Hong
kong wheelchair basketball 
teams. With Qiu's determination 
and special blend of diligence 
and courage, the team, win or 
lose, is bound to benefit from the 
experience. 
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ART PAQE 

Sports Sculptures 
by Zhao Zhirong 

Born in 1939 in Shanghai, 
Zhao Zhirong graduated from 
the Shanghai Institute of Fine 
Arts. He is now a member of the 
Shanghai Oil and Sculpture 
studio. 

Zhao tries to portray the 
dynamic and rhythmic beauty 
of sports in his sculpture, which 
are often of larger-than-life 
size. 
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