
FEUDALISM AND LAND 
REFORMS

In d ia  is  a c o n tin e n t o f c lu s te rs  o f v illages . M ore  th a n  80  per 
c e n t o f th e  p o p u la t io n  lives  in  ru ra l In d ia . M ore  th a n  70  p e rc e n t 
o f  th e m  depend  d ire c tly  on  a g r ic u ltu re .T h e  pove rty  o f th e  ru ra l 
p o p u la t io n  is a g rea t h in d ra n c e  to  in d u s tr ia l d e ve lopm en t. The 
d e ve lo p m e n t o f the  hom e m a rk e t is  a p r im a ry  c o n d it io n  fo r 
in d u s t r ia l g ro w th . I t  w as p r im a r ily  fo r  th is  reason th a t  evey 
b o u rg e o is  d e m o c ra tic  re v o lu tio n  w as  fu n d a m e n ta lly  an  a n ti-  
fe u d a l a g ra r ia n  re v o lu tio n . In  th e  im p e r ia lis t  pe riod , no lib e ra tio n
re v o lu tio n  can  fu lf i l e ith e r a n t i- im p e r ia lis t  o r a n ti- fe u d a l dem ocra tic

ta s k s , u n le s s  i t  is  b o th  a n t i- im p e r ia l is t  and  a n ti- le u d a l re vo lu tio n . 
We had  p re v io u s ly  no ted  th a t such  a lu llf le d g e d  n a tio n a l lib e ra tio n  

w a r  c a n n o t be led b y  the  bou rgeo is ie .

T he  In d ia n  bou rgeo is ie  has  been c lose ly  lin k e d  w ith  the 
fe u d a l fo rces fro m  its  e a rlie s t pe riod . A  la rge n u m b e r, like  the 
B ir la s , ow n extens ive  a g r ic u ltu ra l fa rm s  o f th e ir  o w n .Q u ite  a 
n u m b e r, like  the  T a tas , w ere c lose ly  lin k e d  w ith  fe u d a l p rinces  
fro m  th e  in it ia l  pe riod  o f th e ir  in d u s tr ia l deve lopm en t. E ven the 
n a tio n a l lea d e rsh ip  o f the n a tio n a l m ovem ent, su ch  as V a lla b h b h a i 
Pate l a n d  R a je n d ra  P rasad, ha ile d  fro m  the  la n d -h o ld in g  class. 
T he  le a d e rs h ip  in  th e  p rov inces  w as m u c h  m ore  c lose ly  re la ted  to 
th e  la n d lo rd  c lass. C o n se q u e n tly  the  N a tio n a l C ongress, even 
th o u g h  i t  ta lke d  o f la n d  re fo rm s, o ff a nd  on, m a in ly  to  s h a tte r  the 
in flu e n c e  o f the  Le ft fo rces, w as never se rio u s  a t a n y  tim e  about 
m o b ilis in g  th e  peasantry ' in  any  n a tio n a l s tru g g le . F ro m  the 
b e g in n in g  it  looked w ith  d e ris io n  and  decried  th e  g ro w in g  people's 

s tru g g le  in  th e  p r in c e ly  S ta tes.

To excep t th is  le a d e rsh ip  to  go even h a lf  w a y  in  the  
im p le m e n ta tio n  o f a n ti- fe u d a l re fo rm s is foo lish .E ven  th e Z a m in d a r i 
a b o lit io n  p roceed ings  w ere  an  eye-w ash. A s  G u n n a r  M y rd a l 
e x p la in s  in  "Asian Drama". "These m easu res  can h a rd ly  be s a id  to 
have  produced, a  ra d ic a l change in  p ro p e r ly  re la tions . F o r the  

fo rm e r  in te rm ed ia ries , ab o litio n  m e a n t m ere ly  a  change  in the  
sources o f  th e ir  incom e a n d  - p a r t ic u la r ly  f o r  those w ith  a  la rge  
incom e - som e reduc tion  in  size". These re fo rm s a ffe c te d  on ly  the  
in te rm e d ia r ie s : they d id  no t touch  a n y  o f  these  la n d lo rd s  in In d ia
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w h o  possessed u n re s tr ic te d  o w n e rs h ip  righ ts . In  the nam e o f  
'pe rso na l la n d ' as  m uch la n d  as  po ss ib le  w a s  a llo w e d  to be re ta in e d  
by the fe u d a ls . "The r ig h t to Sir a n d  Khudkasht (i.e. hom e  

fa rm la n d )  m ade z a m in d a rs  reso rt to ev ic tion  o f  even occupancy  
te n a n ts  them selves on a  la rg e  sca le  a n d  c la im  it  a s  th e ir  p e rso n a l 
cu ltiva tio n . H u n d re d s  a n d  th o u sa n d s  o f  acres have  been thus  
a ffe c te d  in recent m o n th s ."  (H. D. M a lavya  : "Land Reforms in India" 
Page 452).

S u b -te n a n ts  o f these la n d s , i.e ., the a c tu a l sh a re -c ro p p e rs  
w h o  w ere the  c u lt iv a to rs  o f the  lands , n o t o n ly  d id  n o t receive and  
b e n e fit from  th is  le g is la tio n s , b u t  in  the  m a jo r ity  o f cases go t 
th ro w n  o u t o f the  la n d . A  co n s id e ra b le  n u m b e r o f a c tu a l t il le rs  
b e lo n g in g  even to  th e  category' o f the  m id d le  peasants , w h o  were 
dependen t on those lands, were soc ia lly  and e conom ica lly  degraded 
w h e n  the z a m in d a rs  to o k  o v e r la n d  fo r th e ir  pe rsona l c u lt iv a t io n . 
E v ic tio n s  reduced th e  s ta tu s  o f m a n y  o f th e m  in to  a g r ic u ltu ra l 
la b o u re rs .

T h u s  the a b o lit ion  o f z a m in d a rs  in  the  m a in  d id  n o t change 
th e  econom ic o r soc ia l base fu n d a m e n ta lly  in  In d ia . R a the r, as 
G u n n a r  M yrd a l has sa id , "Put b lu n tly , the a n s w e r is th a t the  
a b o litio n  o f  the in te rm e d ia rie s  in  In d ia  a n d  P a k is tan  w a s  not 
in te n d e d  to g ive  la n d  to those w h o  a c tu a lly  t i l l  it." (Page 1309).

Land Reforms E nactm ents

Land  re fo rm s in  the  b o u rgeo is  d e m o c ra tic  re v o lu tio n  are to 

h as ten  the deve lopm en t o f  c o m m o d ity  p ro d u c tio n  and c a p ita lis t  
re la tio n s  in  a g r ic u ltu re . F e u d a l la n d  re la tio n s  h in d e r  the  g ro w th  
o f th e  hom e m a rke t.

In  Ind ia , the  m ed ieva l c h a ra c te r o f la n d lo rd is m , c o m p ris in g  
v a r io u s  fo rm s  o f te n a n t fa rm in g  based on s e rv itu d e  and bondage, 
p a ym e n t o f wages in  k in d , p e rm a n e n t la b o u r, food loans  to 
la b o u re r a t e x o rb ita n t ra tes  on e n s la v in g  te m is , a nd  q u ite  a 

n u m b e r o f o th e r in n u m e ra b le  m ed ieva l p ra c tice s  are p re va le n t a ll 
over. T he  m ass o f peasan ts  c ru s h e d  by  fe u d a l e x p lo ita tio n  are 
be in g  ru in e d .

The essence o f la n d  re fo rm s  in  In d ia  s h o u ld  a m o u n t to  the  
b re a k -u p  o f the  la rge la n d  c o n c e n tra tio n  in  the  h a n d s  o f g e n e ra lly  
10 pe r cen t o f th e  la n d lo rd s  and  the  c re a tio n  o f a free an d  h a rd 
w o rk in g  peasantry ' capab le  o f deve lop ing  the  p ro d u c tiv e  fo rces



408 India Mortgaged

a nd  p ro m o tin g  th e  progress o f a g r ic u ltu re  c o m p le te ly  free fro m  
m ed ieva l fo rm s  o f e x p lo ita t io n  by fe uda l la n d lo rd s . T here fo re , the  
b ig  la n d e d  es ta tes  w il l  fo rm  the  ba s is  o f d is t r ib u ta b le  la n d  area 
a long  w ith  th e  la n d  o f th e  tem p les , tru s ts , an d  the  la n d  m a in ta in e d  
by  the  in d u s tr ie s  s u c h  as the  s u g a r fac to ries .

As L e n in  has  exp la in e d  : "ThefuLure  is d is t in g u is h e d  from  the  
presen t by the in co m p a ra b ly  g re a te r 'e q u a lisa tio n ' in  ow ne rsh ip , 
th a t the  n e w  d is tr ib u tio n  o f  the la n d  con fo rm s  fa r  m ore  to the  'la b o u r  
p rin c ip le '. A n d  th a t is  not acc iden ta l. It canno t be o th e rw ise  in a 
p e a sa n t coun try , the  bourgeo is deve lopm en t o f  w h ic h  em ancipa tes  
it f r o m  s e rfd o m ”. "The idea  o f  e q u a lity  is the  m ost re vo lu tio n a ry  idea  
o f  the s tru g g le  a g in s t the o ld  sys tem  o f  a b so lu tism  in  genera l and  
a g a in s t the o ld  sys tem  o f  fe u d a l la n d lo rd is m  in  p a rticu la r" . 
T he re fo re , the  p ivo t o f the  s tru g g le  is  ( lie  com p le te  b re a k -u p  o f 
fe u d a l la n d lo rd is m  w h ic h  is the  m o s t c o n s p ic u o u s  h in d ra n c e  to 
the  de ve lo p m e n t o f p ro d u c tiv e  forces in  In d ia .

D o la n d  re fo rm s  in  In d ia , as th e y  are  be in g  im p le m e n te d  by 
th e  ru lin g  c lass, co n fo rm  to these c h a ra c te r is t ic s ?  O f course  no t, 
even th o u g h  th e  p o lit ic a l le a d e rsh ip  h ad  vague ly  ta lk e d  a b o u t la n d  
re fo rm s . In  the  p o s t-w a r pe riod  o f p e asan t u p su rg e , a long  w ith  the 
e x tre m e ly  rep ress ive  m e th o d s  a dop ted  to d ro w n  the  peasant 
s tru g g le s  in  b lood , th e  bourgeo is ie  a nd  its  g o v e rn m e n t ta lked  o f 
c e ilin g  on la n d , and  d is t r ib u t io n  o f la n d  to  the  't i l le r  o f  the  soil'. The 
p o lic y  o f the  'ca rro t a n d  the s tic k ' w as adop ted  to  d iv e r t the  f ig h tin g  
m asses a nd  to  d ro w n  th e ir  s tru g g le s  in  b lood . Land re fo rm  
co m m itte e s  w ere a p p o in te d . T h e ir  re p o rts  w ere p u b lis h e d  and 
d iscu sse d . R e so lu tio n s  w ere passed - a ll te m p o ra r ily  to s ta ll the 
a g ita tio n  o f the  ru ra l m asses. A ll these m e a su re s  w ere m a in ly  
adop ted  to  save th e  ru ra l la n d lo rd s  fro m  the  w ra th  o f  th e  peasantry ' 
by  c re a tin g  a s itu a t io n  fo r d iv e rt in g  th e m  fro m  a g ita tio n , and  in to  
b e lie v in g  the  p rom ises  o f the ru lin g  p a r ly . A nd  f in a lly  cam e the 
la n d  c e ilin g  Acts .

A fte r  g iv in g  in n u m e ra b le  e xe m p tio n s  fo r p a s tu re  land , 
g a rden  la n d s , co m m e rc ia l c ro p p in g  su ch  as o f suga rcane , and 
m ech a n ise d  fa rm in g , and  so on, the  c e ilin g  w as fixed  at e x tre m e ly  
h ig h le ve ls  in  su ch  a m a n n e r th a t th e re  w o u ld  be no need fo r the  
g o v e rn m e n t to  im p le m e n t the  A ct.

E ven  th o u g h  I do n o t p ropose to  ana lyse  th e  w h o le  g a m u t o f 
la n d  le g is la tio n , i t  w o u ld  be necessary' to  u n d e rs ta n d  a few
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im p o r ta n t aspects. Le t u s  ta k e  as an  exam ple  the  A n d h ra  Land  
R eform s.

A n  a u th o r  in  a w e e k ly  fro m  D e lh i, d is c u s s in g  the  c e ilin g  A c t 
o f A n d h ra  P radesh ana lyses  the  c e ilin g  c lause  as fo llo w s  :

"A fa m ily  h o ld in g  has  been f ix e d  a t 6  to 12 acres  
o f  w e t la n d  d epend in g  on  the  fe r t i l i t y  o f  land , a n d  the  
ce iling  is p la ce d  a t 6  tim es the fa m ily  ho ld ing . S ince  
each in d iv id iL a l in  th e fa m ily  can be te rm ed a s  a  fa m ily  
u n d e r the Succession Act, the ce iling  f o r  a fw e -m e m b e r  

fa m ily  comes to 180 to 3 6 0  acres wet. In  te rm s o f  d ry  
la n d  it  can be a n y w h e re  betw een 1080 to 2 1 6 0  acres  
. 'A ll tem ple  la n d s , la n d s  u n d e r sugarcane, coffee, tea, 
rubber, a n d  p la n ta tio n s  a tta ch e d  to fa c to r ie s  w ere  
exem pted from  c e ilin g .”

(Mainstream : F e b ru a ry '28 , 1970).

As G u n n a r M y rd a l re m a rk s  :

"T h e  im p re s s iv e  fa c a d e  o f  p a r l ia m e n ta r y  
d e m o c ra c y  c a n n o t h id e  th e  f a c t  th a t  p o l i t ic a l  
p a rtic ip a tio n  in a n y  m e a n in g fu l sense is con fin e d  to 
sm a ll uppe r c lass  g ro u p s " (Page 776). T h is  piece o f 
la n d  re lo m i u n d e r  the  im p ress ive  facade o f p o lit ic a l 
dem ocracy  "w ill be no th in g  but an innocuous p iece o f  
leg is la tion  to be d a n g le d  before the m asses."

(Economic and Political Weekly : M a rch  19, 1960).

T h is  one c lause  in  the  so -ca lled  c e ilin g  A c t w il l  be enough  to  
show  the d e c e itfu l n a tu re  o f the  le g is la tio n .

Added to th is , the  a d m in is tra t io n  re p re se n tin g  the  u p p e r 

c lasses "behave as i f  the  A c t w a s  not m ean t to be en forced" 
L a d ijin s k y ) - a n d  the  pane l on  la n d  re fo rm s o f th e  P la n n in g  
C o m m iss ion  says th a t  R evenue o ffic ia ls  w e re  unconsc ious ly  hos tile  
in  a ttitu d e "!

Is a t least the  te n a n c y  le g is la tio n  b e tte r ? Even a cc o rd in g  to 
th e  P la n n in g  C o m m iss io n  re p o r t :

"T h e  le g is la t io n  h a s  a l lo w e d  u n re s t r ic te d  
te m iin a tio n  o f  su ch  o f  those te n a n ts  w lw  seek  to a s se rt 
t l ie ir  r ig h ts  d e fin e d  in the le g is la t io n .........  Thus th is
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piece o fle g is la tion  lia s  m ade tenan ts  in gene ra l apa the tic  
to w a rd s  the r ig h ts  con fe rred  on them . On the  o the r  
hand , la n d lo rd s  co u ld  e v ic t te n a n ts  w ith  ease fo r  even
m in o r d e la ys  in  p a y m e n ts  o f  re n ts .........e v ic tions  w ere
on a  la rge  s c a le .............A bsence  o f  record  r ig h ts  a n d  o f
m ach in e ry  to sc ru tin ize , m ade  the  ta s k  o f  the  C ourts  
d if f ic u lt  to e s ta b lis h  te n a n t- la n d lo rd  re la tio n s h ip  even
w hen  som e te n a n ts  b ra ve d  to fig h t in the  c o u r ts ..........
T hus  the p ro v is io n s  w e re  rende red  ine ffec tive  a n d  the  
d e s ire d  change  w a s  not ach ieved".

T he e ffectiveness o f these  tw o  pieces o fle g is la tio n  , idem  
even to  th e  gove rnm en t . W h y  s h o u ld  a n v  on he s u rp r is e d  a t the  
im m e n s ity  o f the  g ro w th  o fa g rn u  ... u n re s t in  the  c o u n try ?  R u ra l 
te n s io n s  are g ro w in g  o .■] a im e d  c lashes  are a co m m o n  fea tu re  a ll 
over the  c o u n try . Cases o f H a r ija n s  be ing  m u rd e re d  in  v illages 
ove r la n d  d is p u te s  a ll o ve r the  co u n try ' have becom e a com m on  
new s even in  the  d a ily  Press w h ic h  ra re ly  re p o rts  su ch  in c id e n ts . 
T he  s tra n g le h o ld  o f b ig  la n d  - h o ld e rs  on ru ra l life  has  increased  
w ith  the  a d ve n t o f PanchayaL R aj, s ince  th e ir  econom ic  h o ld  on the 
v illa g e s  has been re in fo rce d  w ith  p o lit ic a l pow er even at the  v illage  
level.

G a n d h i has  sa id  th a t "a v io len t a n d  b loody revo lu tion  is a  
c e rta in ty  one day, un less  there  is v o lu n ta ry  a b d ica tio n  o f  riches a n d  
the  p o w e r th a t the  riches give". V o lu n ta ry ' a b d ic a tio n  is a d ream  
o f the  in n o ce n t, o r the  d e c e itfu l p ropagan da  o f th e  c lever. H is to ry  
has proved th a t v io le n t a nd  b lo o d y  re v o lu tio n  is th e  o n ly  w ay to get 
o u t o f th is  r u t  o f chaos.

T he  U n io n  H om e M in is try 's  note  on the c u r re n t a g ra ria n  
u n re s t has ch a ra c te r is e d  i t  as fo llow s  :

S peak ing  a b o u t the  t r ib a l u n re s t, i t  says th a t  "the bas ic  
cause  o f  im re s t - n am e ly , the  de fec tive  im p lem en ta tion  o f  la w s  
e n ac ted  to p ro tec t the  in te re s ts  o f  the  tr ib a ls  - re m a ins ; un less th is  
is a tte n d e d  to, it  w o u ld  no t be p o ss ib le  to w in  the con fidence  o f  the
tr ib a ls  w hose  le a d e rs h ip  has been ta ke n  ove r by the  e x tre m is ts ......
. The tens ions in the  ru ra l a reas, re su ltin g  f ro m  the w id e n in g  gap  
be tw e e n  re la tive ly  f e w  a ff lu e n t fa rm ers , a n d  the  la rge  body o f  sm a ll 
ho lders , la n d le ss  labou re rs , m a y  increase  in the com ing m onths  
a n d  yea rs . A  b ad  a g r ic u ltu ra l season cou ld  le a d  to an  exp los ive  
s itu a t io n  in  the ru ra l a reas".
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T he  s itu a t io n  in  th e  c o u n try  w as d e te r io ra tin g  fast. The 
above n o te  b y  th e  Hom e M in is try  w as se n t a g a in s t the  b a c k g ro u n d  
o f la rge-sca le  u n re s t in  B ih a r, W est B enga l, U tta r  P radesh, 
A n d h ra  P radesh, and some o th e r s ta tes, w he re  a large n u m b e r  o f 
c lashes  have ta k e n  place be tw een  la n d lo rd s  a nd  the  im p o ve rish e d  
p e a s a n try  and  la n d le ss  w o rk e rs . T he  s itu a t io n  in  som e p a rts  o f 
A n d h ra  a n d  B ih a r  a t th a t tim e  w as repo rted  to be c r it ic a l - faced 
w ith  v io len t a ttacks , m u rd e r,a n d  a rson , o rgan ised by  the  la n d lo rd s .
The ru ra l m asses "a re  on the  verge o f  re so rtin g  to a rm e d  a c t io n ......
. In  th e f irs te ig h t  m onths  o f  1969, the n um be r o f  peop le  k ille d  m os tly  
H a rija n s , w a s  la rg e r than  those k ille d  in com m una l r io ts ."  (Link : 

N ovem ber 6, 1969).

T he  sam e issue o f Link re p o rts  a g ruesom e m oss m u rd e r  o f 
te n a n ts  in  an  a tte m p t to d is lodge  th e m  fro m  the  la n d  even a fte r 

"fhe  g o v e rn m e n t had recognized the  occu p a n cy  r ig h ts  a nd  over 90  
per cen t o f th e m  renewed conce rned  d o cu m e n ts . Link re p o rts  : "In  
the course o f the  s trugg le  fo r  the  land , a rm e d  a tta cks  by the  
la n d lo rd s  a re  no t uncom m on in  B ih a r, bu t there  has been no th in g  
s o fa r  to com pare  w ith  the b ru ta l a tta c k  on U m a rtu r D ia ra p e a s a n ts  
neo; ' -o r  on II. P B ih a r  border. On O ctober 31, 1969, B a b u s  
( land lo rds ) o f  N arh i, B a llia  D is tr ic t in  U.P.) a t  the head  o f  an  
orguiun, d m ob o f  abou t 3 0 0  persons, a rm e d  w ith  la th is , spears, 
guns, a n d  o th e r w eapons, a tta c k e d  share -croppers  w o rk in g  in  th e ir  
f ie ld s  in  b ro a d  d a y lig h t, a n d  k ille d  10 pe rsons on the  spo t a n d
se rio u s ly  in ju re d  11 others, o f  w hom  one d ie d  in  the h o s p ita l......
W hile  re tre a tin g  they d ra gged  the bodies, som e o f  them  s t ill a live , 
s e v e ra lfu r lo n g s  a n d  b u rn t som e hu ts  o f  the cu ltiva to rs . S o fa r  on ly  
4 bod ies in c lu d in g  the head less body o f  S h ia  D ah ina  loca l S.S.P. 
w o rk e r has been recovered. The bod ies o f  S ri Ram Goncl. a C.P.I. 
w orke r, a n d  f iv e  o thers a re  s t i l l  u n tra ce d ."  (Link N ovem ber 6, 

1969).

I t  w as u n d e r su ch  g ro w in g  la n d lo rd  te r ro r  a ll over the 
co u n try ', a nd  u n d e r  the  in s p ira t io n  o f N a x a lb a ri peasan t a n n e d  
s tru g g le  fo r  la n d  and  lib e rty , th a t  th e  m il i ta n t  la n d  o c c u p a tio n  
m ovem en ts  b y  the  ru ra l poor, the  s tru g g le s  o f a g r ic u ltu ra l w o rke rs , 
w idesp read  a g ita tio n  by  te n a n ts , th e  m il i ta n t  s tru g g le s  o f the  
tr ib a l people a g a in s t e x p lo ita t io n  b y  m oney lende rs  and  la n d lo rd s  
in  v a r io u s  p a r ts  o f the  co u n try ' - in  B enga l, B ih a r, U.P. a n d  A n d h ra  
P radesh - a n d  "A rm ed action  o f  the  N a xa lite s  a n d  com m un is t 
re vo lu tio n a rie s  have  a ll se rved  to h ig h lig h t the se riousness o f  the
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p ro b le m "  (Link, F e b ru a ry  1970).

T he  decep tive  s logon o f 'G a r ib i H a ta o ’ w as co ined  b y  the 
ru lin g  p a rty  a t th is  tim e . In n u m e ra b le  C h ie fM in is te rs ' con ferences 
w ere he ld  to  d is c u s s  th is  p ro b le m , w ith  the  re s u lt  th a t  u n h e a rd - 
of, severe, rep ress ive  m easu res  w ere adop ted  a g a in s t the  peasan ts  
a nd  re v o lu tio n a r ie s  to  save the  la n d lo rd s  fro m  th e  r ig h te o u s  
re ta lia to ry ' ange r o f th e  peasan ts . I t  is  e v id e n t th a t,  excep t fo r  the 
c o in in g  o f a new  s logan  fo r  the  te m p o ra ry  d iv e rs io n  o f the  people 
fro m  th e ir  g ro w in g  anger, n o th in g  ta n g ib le  has  ta k e n  place.

The o ld  s logan  o f in te n s iv e  c u lt iv a t io n ,m e c h a n is a t io n  o f 
a g r ic u ltu re , le a d ing  to  'green revo lu tion : c o n tin u e s  to  ho ld  the  
fie ld .

Le n in  has e xp la in e d  th a t  the  tra n s fo rm a tio n  o f a g r ic u ltu re  
fro m  feuda l to  c a p ita lis t  can  ta ke  place in  tw o  w ays :

"The p ivo t o f  s tru g g le  is the fe u d a l  la t i fu n d ia ,  
w h ic h  is the  m ost consp icuous em bod im ent o f  a n d  the  
s tronges t m a in s ta y  o f  tire  s u rv iv a ls  o f  se rfdom  in 
R ussia . The deve lopm en t o f  com m od ity  p ro d u c tio n  a n d  
c a p ita lis m  w il l  c e rta in ly  a n d  in e v ita b ly  p u t an  e nd  to 
tlio se  s u rv iv a ls . In th a t respect R uss ia  has o n ly  one  
p a th  be fore  h e r - th a t o f  bourgeo is  deve lopm en t."

"B u tth e re m a y  be tw o fo rm s o f th a t deve lopm ent.
The s u rv iv a ls  o f  se rfdom  m a y  fa i l  a w a y  e ith e r as a  
resu lt o f  the  tra n s fo rm a tio n  o f  la n d lo rd  econom y o r as  
a resu lt o f  the  a b o litio n  o f  the  la n d lo rd  la t i f u n d ia ,  i.e., 
e ithe r by re form  o r by  revo lu tion. Bourgeo is deve lopm ent 
m ay proceed by h a v in g  big la n d lo rd  econom ies a t (he 
head, w h ic h  iv i l l  g ra d u a lly  become m ore a n d  m ore  
bourgeois a n d g ra d u a lly  s u b s titu te  b o u rg e o is fo rfe u d a l 
m ethods o f  exp lo ita tio n . It  m a y  a lso  p roceed by  hav ing  
sm a ll p e a s a n t econom ies a t the head, w h ic h  in  a  
re v o lu tio n a ry  w a y , w i l l  rem ove the 'excrescence' o f  the  

fe u d a l  la t i f u n d ia  f ro m  the soc ia l o rgan ism  a n d fre e iy  
deve lop  w ith o u t them  a lo n g  the  p a th  o f  c a p ita lis t  
econom y." ("Agrarian Programme of Social Democracy"
Page 239).

T he  b ig  b o u rg e o is  la n d lo rd  g o ve rn m e n t in  In d ia  has ta ke n  
to  the  p a th  o f g ra d u a l t ra n s fo rm a tio n  o f la n d lo rd  la t i f u n d ia  in to
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bourgeo is  econom y, w ith  a ll its  p la n s  fo r  th e  s u p p ly  o f b e tte r 
seeds, fe rtilis e rs , use o f pestic ides, m e c h a n is a tio n  o f.a g r ic u ltu re , 
extens ive  fu n n e llin g  o f s ta te  loans in to  th e  la n d lo rd  econom y. 
W ith  the  h e lp  o f im m ense  a id  fro m  in te rn a t io n a l finance  and 
Soviet re v is io n is m . As L e n in  has exp la in e d , th is  s low  e v o lu tio n
"in to  bou rgeo is -Jun lce r-lan d lo rd  econom y  ............... condem ns the
peasan  ts to decades o f  m ost h a rro w in g  e x p ro p ria tio n  a n d  bondage" 

(Page 239 , Ibid).

T h is  is  w h a t we are w itn e s s in g  in  o u r  c o u n try  today. The 
e x c ru c ia tin g  p a in  w h ic h  the  ru ra l econom y to d a y  is  u n d e rg o in g  - 
the  fo rce fu l e v ic tio n  o f s m a ll peasan ts  a nd  te n a n ts , the  g ro w th  o f 
c o n c e n tra tio n  o f la n d , increase in  th e  n u m b e r  o f a g r ic u ltu ra l 
la b o u r, the  g ro w in g  hegem ony o f u p p e r cas tes  over low er castes 
- are a ll s y m p to m s  o f th is  g ro w in g  d isease ; "The evo lu tion  is the  
tra n s fo rm a tio n  o f  fe u d a l bondage in to  s e rv itu d e  a n d  ca p ita lis t 
exp lo ita tio n  on the  la n d  o f  fe u d a l la n d lo rd s ."  (Lenin, Page 239).

He fu r th e r  e n u n c ia te s  th a t  th is  " im p lie s  the  u tm os t 
p re se rva tio n  o f  bondage  a n d  the serfdom  (rem ode lled  on  bourgeo is  
lines), the  le a s t ra p id  deve lopm ent o f  the p ro d u c tiv e  fo rc e s  a n d  the  
re ta rd e d  deve lopm ent o f  ca p ita lism ; It im p lies  in f in ite ly  g rea te r  
m is e n j a n d  su ffe ring , exp lo ita tion  a n d  opp ress ion  f o r  the b road  
m asses o f  the peasan  tn j , andcon  sequen Lly a lso  f o r  the p ro le ta r ia t." 

(Lenin Page 243).

T he re fo re , no  c o m m u n is t can s u p p o r t th is  k in d  o f e vo lu tio n  
o f feuda l la n d lo rd is m . O u r ta s k  is  to  f irm ly  oppose i t  by  s u p p o rtin g  
the  f ig h tin g  peasantry ' fo r the  to ta l liq u id a tio n  o f feuda l la n d lo rd is m .

Indian Big Bourgeoisie - Landlord G overnm ent 
Strengthens Landlord Base

E v e ry  c o n c re te  s te p  ta k e n  b y  th e  g o v e rn m e n t h a s  

s tre n g th e n e d  th e  la n d lo rd  base in  the  c o u n try s id e .

The f irs t  im p o r ta n t step taken  by the  go ve rn m e n t to tra n s fo rm  

th e  ru ra l p a n o ra m a  w as the  h is to r ic  C o m m u n ity  D eve lopm en t 
P ro jec t p la n  in  th e  e a rly  1950's - h a ile d  b y  th e  la te  J a w a h a r la l 
N e h ru  as a re v o lu tio n a ry  step. The C o m m u n ity  D eve lopm ent 
P rog ram m e, h a ile d  b y  N eh ru  as "the d y n a m o  p ro v id in g  m otive  
fo rc e  f o r  the  success fu l im p lem en ta tion  o f  F ive  Y ear P lans" was 
in it ia te d  w ith  g rea t e n th u s ia sm  and fan fa re , w ith  th e  in te n s ifica t ion 
o f b u ild in g  o f roads, m in o r  ir r ig a tio n , e le m e n ta ry  e d u ca tio n , and
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d e ve lo p m e n t o f c re d it  co -ope ra tives . H ow ever "they  se ldom  reach  
the  b ro a d  s tra ta  o f  the  p o p u la tio n  b u t be n e fit in s te a d  the land - 
h o ld in g  c lass  a n d  the  m o n ey lende rs ."  ("Asian Drama", Page 871). A n  
e m p h a s is  w as  g iven  to  the  co -ope ra tive  m o ve m e n t to  he lp  the 
a g r ic u ltu r is t  to  deve lop h is  resou rces  fo r fu l le r  u t i l is a t io n  o f la n d  
a nd  to  p roduce  b e tte r  re s u lts . B u t  aga in  the  re s u lt  w as to 
s tre n g th e n  th e  la n d lo rd  econom y.

A s J o h n  Lew is  in  h is  "Quiet Crisis in India" s ta te s  :

"The re s u lt,  ty p ic a lly  and  p la in ly , has been to  lodge the 
v illa g e  coope ra tive  in  the  h a n d s  o f the  sam e p riv ileged  v illage  
c liq u e s  th a t have been do in g  m os t t ra d it io n a l m oney  le n d in g  and 
tra d in g . B y  in s is t in g  on the  pre tence  o f in d ig e n o u s  o rig in , the 
fo rces o f re fo rm  have s u rre n d e re d  the  co o pe ra tive  in s tru m e n t to 
the  m a n a g e m e n t o f th e  ve ry  g ro u p s  m os t in c lin e d  to  res is t m assive 
r u ra l re c o n s tru c tio n . In  the  process, the  p r im a ry  coopera tive  
soc ie ty  h a s  tended  to  becom e s im p ly  a n o th e r device fo r re in fo rc in g  
th e  p a tte rn  o f  ru ra l p riv ile g e  - w th  the  co m fo rta b le  new  fe a tu re  o f 
a d ire c t lin e  o f c re d it on the  Reserve B a n k  o f In d ia ."  (Page 164).

W hereas the  b ig  c u lt iv a to rs  are p ro v id e d  w ith  th is  ch a n n e l 
o f s e c u rin g  c re d it  a t a co n cess iona l ra te  to  inc rease  h is  fie ld  o f 
a c tiv it ie s , to  am ass fu r th e r  w e a lth  and  p ro fits , th e  p o o r and  s m a ll 
c u lt iv a to rs  are  be in g  le ft free to  pass on  in to  th e  o c to p u s  g r ip  o f 
tra d e rs , m o n e y le n d e rs  a n d  la n d lo rd s . W h a t w o n d e r, th e n , th a t 
th is  m u c h  adve rtise d  co -ope ra tive  m o ve m e n t fu r th e r  increased 
the  g ro w in g  d isc re p a n c ie s  in  incom e and  m ake  th e  r ic h  r ic h e r and 
the  po o r poorer.

D a n ia l T h o rn e r, w h o  had  "the  u n u s u a l o p p o r tu n ity  o f 
v is it in g  117 co -o p e ra tive s  o f v a r io u s  types sca tte re d  th ro u g h o u t 
a ll the  s ta tes  o f In d ia ,"  in  h is  fie ld  re p o rt "Agricultural Co-operatives 
in India", re m a rk s  th a t " In  gene ra l, I fo u n d  th a t h e a rts  o f co 
ope ra tive s  w ere the  b ig  people o f the  v illa g e s  a n d  th a t th e y  had 
th e ir  fin g e rs  in  m a n y  o th e r p ies as w e ll as c o -o p e ra tio n ."  (Page 3).

He g ives the  in s ta n ce  o f co -ope ra tive , jo in t  fa rm s  fu n c tio n in g  
"as a one fa m ily  show s, opera ted  m o s tly  on fa m ily  la n d  by one o f 
th e  la n d lo rd  fa m ilie s  o f the  v illage ". He p ro d u ce s  the  case o f a 
m u lt i-p u rp o s e  co -ope ra tive , in  w h ic h  "h a lf  o f the  o u ts ta n d in g  
s h o r t - te rm  lo a n s  (Rs. 9 5 ,0 0 0 ) o u t o f a g ra n d  to ta l o f Rs. 1 ,91 .000 
h a d  been m ade to  o n ly  11 m em bers ." (Page 4). He ta lk s  o f N ellore 
d is t r ic t  w h ic h  p rov ided  "the  m os t fla g ra n t exam ple  o f large la n d lo rd s
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u s in g  th e ir  p o s itio n  in  th e  co -ope ra tives  to  fu r th e r  th e ir  ow n pow er 
and  in te re s ts ."  (Page 5). H is  fie ld  re p o rt m a ke s  i t  c le a r th a t 
"S o u k a r i (m oney le nd ing ), S a rk a ri (governm ent), a n d  S a h a ka ri 
(co -ope ra tion )" are co -o p e ra tin g  w ith  each o th e r  w ith  perfect co 
o rd in a tio n . He re p o rts  th a t  "th e  c u lt iv a to r ,  w h o  also does some 
m o n ey lend ing , fig u re s  p ro m in e n tly  in  co -o p e ra tive s  in  B aroda, 
S a u ra s h tra , H yde rabad  a nd  R a ja s th a n . The tra d e r-c u m -m o n e y  
le n d e r is fo u n d  in  soc ie ties  in  S a u ra s h tra . M ysore , N ilag iris . 
N e llo re  and  K a s h m ir. T he  fo rm id a b le  c o m b in a tio n  o f  c u lt iv a t in g  
m o n e y le n d e r-c u m -lra d e r d o m in a te s  th e  scene in  M ysore and 
co s ta l A n d h ra ."  (Page 8).

T h e re fo re , " in  a c o u n try  w he re  s o c ia l cha n g e  is the  
d e te rm in in g  fa c to r fo r econom ic progress, m ere in s t itu t io n  o f co 
ope ra tive  service s h a ll h a rd ly  rem edy the  s itu a t io n . It  m a y  even 
he lp  p e rp e tu a tin g  th e  status quo.In  such  c irc u m s ta n ce s , the  
cover o f co -ope ra tive  o rg a n is a tio n  m ay even acce le ra te  the  process 
o f p o la r is a tio n  - the  r ic h  becom ing  r ic h e r  and  th e  po o r re la tive ly  
poo re r." (Page 34).

C o -ope ra tive  c re d it  has becom e th e  h a n d m a id  fo r the 
d iv e rs if ic a tio n  o f th e  a c tiv it ie s  o f (he v illage  r ic h  in  the  co u n trys id e . 
"A series o f  deve lopm en ta l p rogram m es on the c o u n try s id e  p rov ides  
the big cu ltiva to rs  w ith o p p o rtu n it ie s  to ta ke  g ove rnm en ta l contracts" 
an d  o th e r  d iverse  a c tiv it ie s . "It has been fe a re d  th a t the cheap co
ope ra tive  c re d it.th e  b u lk  o f  w h ich  perco la tes in to  the h a n d s  o f  th is  
fo rtu n a te  big c u ltiv a to r  is be ing m is -u tilis e d  f o r  e ith e r o f  these  
purposes - tra d in g  in fo o d g ra in s , ta k in g  g ove rnm en ta l contracts, 
a n d  le n d in g  fo r tra d e  a r id  com m erce pu rposes ."

(Economic Times A p r il 21 , 1966).

T h u s  th e  g o v e rn m e n t,  th ro u g h  c o -o p e ra t iv e  c re d it ,  
p a n ch a ya ts , s a m it is  and  p a rish a d s , so -ca lled  deve lopm en ta l 
p ro g ra m m e s ,a n d  v a r io u s  o th e r loans  in  c ro re s  o f rupees fo r the 
m e c h a n is a tio n  o f a g r ic u ltu re  (fo r tra c to rs , b u lld o ze rs , o il and 
e le c trica l p u m p se ls , etc.) is  feed ing the  v illage  la n d lo rd s  to  increase 
th e ir  share  o f w e a lth  and  incom e, to increase th e  d is p a r it ie s  in  the 
c o u n try s id e  fas te r th a n  ever.

W ith  a ll the  ta ll ta lk  o f la n d  re fo rm s  an d  its  in n o c u o u s  land  
c e ilin g  le g is la tio n s  and  te n a n c y  Acts, no  d e m o c ra tic  la n d  re fo rm s 
have been im p le m e n te d  by  the  C ongress g o ve rn m e n t in  its  long  
te n u re  in  office fo r th e  la s t 23  years. P ra c tic a lly  no  change  in  la n d
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re la tio n s  has  ta ke n  place, except th a t  w ith  v ig o ro u s  im p le m e n ta tio n  

o f P a n ch a ya t R a j' co -o p e ra tio n  in s t itu t io n s ,  loans  fo r tra c to rs  and 
o th e r  a g r ic u ltu ra l m a ch in e s  etc., the  p o lit ic a l a nd  econom ica l 
s tre n g th  o f th e  la n d lo rd s  has  been fu r th e r  s tre n g th e n e d  in  the  

ru ra l econom y.

T h e  u n c h a n g in g  re la tio n s  th a t  c o n tin u e  to  e x is t can  be 
c le a r ly  n o tic e d  fro m  the  fo llo w in g  d a ta  p e r ta in in g  to  th ree  

pe rio d s  :

1924 * 1939 ** 1961**

H o ld in g  Size Percen
tage o f 
P o p u la 

tio n

Area P ercen
tage o f 
P o p u la 

t io n

Area Percen- A rea 
tage o f 
P o p u la 

tio n

U n d e r 5 acres 58.3 12.1 63 .7 12.2 5 5 .8 11.8

5 to less th a n  

10 acres 18.4 15.1 16.9 13.1 19.0 14.5

10 acres a n d  m o re 2 3 .3 72 .8 19.4 74 .7 25 .2 73 .7

Note : * 'Agrarian Reforms in India', G. Kolovsky (Page 12).
** A cco rd in g  to C ensus  S ta tis tic s , Economic Times, J u ly  

16. 1965.

W ith  ve ry  m in o r  changes, the  s itu a t io n  has  n o t changed so 
fa r  as th e  c o n c e n tra tio n  o f la n d  in  the  ru ra l areas is  conerned  

be tw een  1924 and  1961.

A la rge  p a r t o f the  a ra b le  la n d  is  c o n c e n tra te d  in  the  han d s  
o f the  s m a ll u p p e r c ru s t o f the  p e a sa n try  a n d  (he  b u lk  o f the 

p e a sa n t fa m ilie s  are b a n k ru p t.

In  1951, the  f ir s t  A g r ic u ltu ra l L a b o u r E n q u iry  Sam ple  
S u rvey  o f La n d  H o ld ings , show ed th a t  h o ld in g s  o f 5 acres and less 
m ade u p  59.1  p e r ce n t o f the  to ta l h o ld in g s  c o m p rise d  15.5 per 
c e n t o f th e  la n d , h o ld in g s  o f over 25  acres m ade u p  o n ly  5 .6  per 
c e n t o f th e  to ta l h o ld in g s  a n d  c o m p rise d  34 .4  pe r c e n t o f the  land .
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These d a ta  on  th e  d is t r ib u t io n  o f la n d  am ong  the  d iffe re n t 
g ro u p s  o f fa rm s  re fle c t the  p ro fo u n d  process o f c lass d iffe re n tia t io n  
w h ic h  has gone deep am ong the  In d ia n  peasan try .

A n o th e r a n a ly s is  o f th e  da ta , co n ta in e d  in  the  census  o f 
p o p u la tio n  and  sam p le  s u rve y  co n d u c te d  in  1951-52  b y  the  
M in is try  o f L a b o u r, show ed th a t a g r ic u ltu ra l la b o u re rs  a nd  
m em bers  o f  th e ir  fa m ilie s  co m p rise d  36  per ce n t in  1951.

The N a tiona l Sam ple Survey, 16th R ound, conducted  between 
J u n e  1 9 6 0 J u n e  1961, re p o rte d  th a t the  to p m o s t lO p e rc e n to f th e  
a g r ic u ltu ra l p o p u la tio n  he ld  56 .2  pe r ce n t o f the  la n d  as w as 
rep roduced  in  Economic Times o f F e b ru a ry  17, 1966.

A cco rd in g  to  the  S urvey , 3 0  p e rc e n t o f the  low e r ru n g  o f the  
a g r ic u ltu ra l p o p u la tio n  h o ld  0.1 p e rcen t o f the  land .

The next 10 pe r cen t ho ld  0 .6  pe r cent o f the land .

The nex t 10 pe r cen t ho ld  2.1 per ce n t o f the land .

Hence 50 per cen t h o ld  2 .8  pe r cen t o f the  land .

The ne x t 10 pe r ce n t o f the

a g r ic u ltu ra l p o p u la tio n  h o ld  4 .7  pe r cen t o f the  la n d .

The nex t 10 per ce n t h o ld  6 .9  pe r ce n t o f the  la n d .

The ne x t 10 per c e n t ho ld  1 1.0 p e rc e n t.

Hence 30  per ce n t h o ld  2 2 .6  pe r ce n t o f the  land .

There fore , 80  per cen t o f the  a g r ic u ltu ra l p o p u la tio n  ho ld  
a b o u t 25 .4  per ce n t o f the  la n d . The n e x t 10 per ce n t o f the  
a g r ic u ltu ra l p o p u la tio n  h o ld  19 p e rc e n t o f the la n d . The to p m o s t 
10 pe r cen t ho ld  56 .2  pe r ce n t o f  the  land .

I t  is  th is  to p m o s t 10 p e rc e n t o f the  a g r ic u ltu ra l p o p u la tio n  
w h o  have the  lio n 's  sha re  o f a ll the  b e n e fits  o f the  C ongress 
G o ve rn m e n t's  econom ic  p o lic ie s  d u r in g  the  la s t th ree  F ive Y ear 
P lans. It  w as fo r th a t reason th a t  the  incom e  in  the  ru ra l se c to r is 
in c re a s in g ly  m ore d is p ro p o r t io n a te ly  d is tr ib u te d . I t  w as a lso  fo r 
th e  sam e reason th a t,  even th e  bou rgeo is  p ro fesso rs  recognise 
th a t "the e te rn a l he lp  a r t if ic ia lly  in jec ted  in to  the c o u n trys id e  - in  the  
fo rm  o jco -o p e ra tive  m ovem ent, m a rke tin g  a n d  a g r ic u ltu ra lf in a n c e  
- " cou ld  no t change the fa c e  o f  the  v illage, no r cou ld  it  succeed in 
crea ting  those ... .fo rc e s  w h ic h  cou ld  crea te  a  dem ocra tic  base in t  
he co u n trys id e  . On the o th e r hand , these po lic ies  have  m ade  the
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r ic h  r ic h e r a n d  the  po o r poorer. (V. B. S ingh , "India Yesterday and 

Today)."

T he re fo re , i t  is  c le a r th a t every step  th a t has been ta ke n  in  
re la tio n  to la n d  re fo m is  has o n ly  aggravated  the  s itu a tio n .

O n  the  ba s is  o f re ce n t s tu d ie s  co n d u c te d  in  In d ia  and  in  
o th e r c o u n tr ie s  w he re  th e  green re v o lu tio n  has  becom e the  vogue, 

U T h a n t, U n ite d  N a tio n s  S ecre ta ry  G enera l, p o in ts  o u t :

The Green revo lu tion  is  lik e ly  to bene fit p r im a r ily  
those  fam -iers w ho  a re  a lre a d y  engaged in com m ercia l 
p ro d u c tio n  ra th e r than  s m a ll fa rm ers , a n d  am ong  
com m ercia l fa rm ers, big ones m ore than  sm a ll p roducers
.....  there  is  a p o s s ib ility  th a t s m a ll fa n n e rs  m ay
g ra d u a lly  be sq u e e ze d o u to fth e  m arket by b ig  producers  
a n d  th a t tenon rs m a y be ev ic ted ." [C itin g  an  In d ian  
s tu d y  o f  the Green revo lu tion  he s a ys l "A re la tiv e ly  fe w  
p e rso n s , not m ore  th a n  2 0  p e r cent o f  th e  fa rm  
househo lds in P un jab  bene fited  by  the Green Revolution.
The s tu d y  a lso  m entioned  the bu rden  o f  ta xa tio n  there, 
no t to sp e a k  o f  la n d  va lues  s p ira llin g , ren ts  go ing  up  
a n d  cond itions  o f  te n a n ts  no b e lte r  i f  not w orse.

In  h is  p re s id e n tia l add ress  to the  C ongress  session at 
B om bay , J a g jiv a n  Ram . the  th e n  U n io n  M in is te r  fo r Food and 
A g r ic u ltu re ,  focussed  a t te n t io n  on  the  e x tre m it ie s  o f la n d  
c o n c e n tra tio n . 'T he re  has been a  b re a k th ro u g h  in ag ricu ltu re . 
A rra n g e m e n ts  f o r  p u b lic  a llo ca tio n  o f  in p u ts  a n d  cred it have  
c o n s id e ra b ly  im proved. B u t the bene fic ia ries  a rc  not those w ho  a re  
liv in g  on a  p itta n ce  o f  a  fe w  rupees a m onth, but (he p riv ile g e d  
m in o r ity  o f  s u b s ta n tia l a n d  m id d le  cu ltiva to rs . W ith  4 1 p e rc e n t o f  
fa rm  fa m ilie s  o w n in g  o n ly  one acre  o f  la n d  a n d  22  p e r cent hewing 
no la n d  a t a ll, w ith  3  to 4 p e rce n t o f  big c u lt iv a to rs  en joy ing  a ll 
pow er, w ie ld in g  a ll in fluence, m a k in g  a ll d ec is ions  in  co llabo ra tion  
w ith  the gove rnm en t m a ch in e ry  a n d  a p p ro p ria tin g  to them selves  
a ll the  s k il l  a nd  resources, the expe rtise  the  governm ent agencies  
offe r, the  poor h a lf  o f  the  v illa g e rs  have  lit t le  to th a n k  a n y  body fo r . "

These s y m p a th e tic  v ib ra t io n s  fro m  the  ru lin g  p a rty  are 
expected to  give In d ira  G a n d h i a n d  h e r co te rie  a p rogress ive  facade 
to  lu l l  the  people in to  in a c tio n  an d  to  the  re v is io n is ts  a g ro u n d  fo r 
fu ll- f le d g e d  and  open d e c la ra tio n  o f s u p p o r t to  h e r and  h e r p a rty
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in  pow er. H a v in g  been in c e s s a n tly  ta lk in g  a b o u t the  g ro w th  o f 
pove rty  and  the  necess ity  fo r la n d  re fo rm s, a p la n  to  im p o rt 
th o u s a n d s  o f tra c to rs  as a loan  fro m  I.D .A . fo r d is t r ib u t io n  to the  
la n d lo rd s  is  the  d oub le  faced and  d e ce itfu l p rog ram m e o f In d ira , 
a nd  com pany.

It is  c le a r th a t the b ig  bou rgeo is ie  la n d lo rd s  g o ve rn m e n t is 
in capab le  o f and is  not in te re s te d  in  la n d  to the  t i l le r ’. T h is  type 
o f deve lopm en t w h ic h  in d ira  C ongress is  im p le m e n tin g  in  In d ia  
was ca iled  by L e n in  "Land  lo rd  bourgeo is revo lu tion "  w h ic h  is 
"adop ted  so le ly  to the in te re s ts  o f  the la n d lo rd s ", g iv in g  them  
fre e d o m  to p lu n d e r the v illa g e  com m unes, to fo rc ib ly  e xp rop ria te  
the m asses, to ro u n d  o f f  th e ir  p lo ts, to e v ic t poo r peasan ts , to 
underm ine  the ve ry  fo u n d a tio n s  o f  the life  o f  e n tire  v illage ,"  etc. 
(Page 278). T h is  type  o f la n d lo rd  bou rgeo is  re v o lu tio n , as a g a in s t 
the  to ta l liq u id a t io n  o f la n d lo rd is m , w as in e v ita b le  even in  the  
epoch o f s tro n g ly  developed c a p ita lis m . "In such  an epoch, th is  
bourgeoisie, in the  m ass, is  in e v ita b ly  coun te r - re vo lu tio n a ry ."  
(Page 321).

In  su ch  c r ic u m s ta n c e s . M a rx is m  m u s t re s o lu te ly  co m b a t 
the  v iew  tha t a ra d ica l a g ra r ia n  re fo rm  is  poss ib le  w ith o u t a ra d ic a l 
p o lit ic a l re v o lu tio n . S uch  a peasan t a g ra r ia n  re v o lu tio n  can  
become a re a lity  o n ly  bv  advoca ting , p re p a rin g  and  o rg a n is in g  o f 
i i  on a n a tio n w id e  scale, by e x p la in in g  c o n s is te n tly  to the peasantry ' 
th a t u n le s s  the  re vo lu tio n a ry ' c lasses c o n q u e r p o lit ic a l power, 
la n d  to  th e  t i l le r  is  an im p o ss ib ility '.

I f  th e  re v o lu tio n a rie s  be lieve in  s u p p o r t in g  the  re vo lu tio n a ry ' 
a c tio n s  o f the  peasantry ' and  in  the  c o n fis c a tio n  o f la n d lo rd s ' 
lands, th e n  they' m u s t s e r io u s ly  th in k  a b o u t o rg a n is in g  the 
m asses fo r  those  a c tions . As L e n in  say's, "the p e a s a n try  canno t 
c a rry  out an  a g ra r ia n  revo lu tion  w ith o u t a b o lish in g  the  o ld  regin ie, 
the  s ta n d in g  a rm y , a n d  the  bu reaucracy , because a ll these a re  the  
m ost re lia b le  m a in s ta y s  o f  la n d lo rd ism , b ound  to i t  by  th o u sa n d s  
o f  ties." (Page 3 4 9 ) ... .  "Needless (osay, a  ra d ic a l p o lit ic a l revo lu tion  
is d iff ic u lt, bu t so  is an  a g ra r ia n  revo lu tion : the  la tte r  is  im poss ib le  
a p a rt from  the form er, a n d  it is the  d u ty  o f  the  so c ia lis t not to conceal 
th is  from  the peasan ts , not to th ro w  a ve il over it, b u t to sp e a k  out, 
to teach the p e a sa n ts  th a t un less  they go the  w h o le  w a y  in p o litics  
it is no use th in k in g  se rio u s ly  o f  co n fisca ting  the  la n d lo rd s ' la n d ."  
(Page 350).
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Growing C oncentration  Of Land

T he experience  o f h is to ry  is  th a t, w heneve r th e  people are in  

a f ig h t in g  m ood to  ach ieve  th e ir  d e m o cra tic  p ro g ra m m e , c a p ita lis t  
p a rtie s  have been w il l in g  to  becom e 'so c ia lis t' as lo n g  as th e y  c o u ld  
u p h o ld  th e  p riv ileges  o f the  e xp lo ite d  c lass - in  o u r  ow n  c o u n try  
th e  im p e r ia lis t, c o m p ra d o r, a n d  the la n d lo rd  - and  th e iru n l im ite d  
po w e r over the  people.

I t  w as a t the  t im e  o f th e  T e lengana  a rm ed  peasan ts ' re vo lt in  
A n d h ra  , Tebhaga s tru g g le  in  B enga l, and  W a rli u p r is in g  in  
M a h a ra s h tra , th a t the  q u e s tio n  o fB h o o d a n  a nd  la n d  re fo n n s  were 
b ro u g h t to th e  fo re fro n t b y  the  bourgeo is ie . It w a s  aga in  in  the 
im m e d ia te  w ake  o f T e lengana  a rm ed  u p r is in g  o f th e  peasant s, at 
th e  lim e  o f m id - te rm  e le c tio n s  in  A n d h ra , th a t  th e  bou rgeo is ie  
p ro c la im e d  th e ir  d e c e itfu l p rog ram m e o f 'Avadi socialism '.

It w as aga in  d u r in g  the  f irs t  c o m m u n is t m in is try '' in  Kera la , 
th a t  co -ope ra tive  fa rm in g  becam e th e  's logan ' o f th e  ru lin g  p a rty  
to  d ive rt the  a tte n t io n  o f th e  f ig h t in g  m asses.

Now, aga in , in  the  m id s t o f a rm ed  u p r is in g s  o f the  peasan ts , 
b e g in n in g  w ith  N a x a lb a ri a n d  S r ik a k u la m , w h e n  the  q u e s tio n  o f 
la n d  h a d  been aga in  b ro u g h t to  the  fo re fro n t due  to  th o u s a n d s  o f 
f ig h t in g  peasan ts  c o m in g  fo rw a rd  to  fo rc e fu lly  occu p y  the  la n d s  in  
E a s t G odavari, M u s h a lia r ia n d T e ra i reg ions, th a t the  ru lin g  p a rty  
cam e fo rw a rd  aga in  w ith  the  s logan o f 'la n d  re fo rm  a n d  la n d  to the  
tille r '.

To p ro c la im  la n d  re fo rm s  and  d is t r ib u t io n  o f la n d  to  the  t i l le r  
as the  po licy  o f the  g o ve rn m e n t, on the one h a n d , and to  
im p le m e n t po lic ies  w h ic h  encourage  the  g re a te r c o n c e n tra tio n  in  
th e  h a n d s  o f the  10 pe r c e n t r ic h  v illage  la n d lo rd s , on th e  o the r, 
has been the  n e fa rio u s  a n d  d is g u s tin g ly  deceptive  m e th o d  adopted  
by  th e  g o ve rn m e n t a ll these years.

As Economic Times in  its  e d ito r ia l 'F a rm ing  a n d  Progress' 
(January ' 3, 1970) p o in ts  o u t :

"The ke yn o te  o f  the  p resen t a g r ic u ltu ra l s tra te g y  
is to concen tra te  on spec ific  a reas  w ith  a  package  
program m e. The green revo lu tion  w h ich  w e  a re  now  
w itn e s s in g  is  the  re s u lt o f  the success ach ieved  by th is  
n e w  fa rm  s tra te g y  a n d  one d ire c t consequence o f  th is  
has been the tra n s fo rm a tio n  o f  the fa rm  econom y fro m
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subs is tence to p ro fita b le  business. Som e s tud ies  a lre a d y  
u n d e rta ke n  have  s lw w n  conc lus ive ly  tha t, in  the in it ia l 
s tages  a t a n y  ra te , the  bene fits  o f  the  n e w  technology  
h a ve  gone to those w ho  can  com m and  resources f o r  
in ve s tm e n t to exp lo it the n e w  op p o rtu n itie s . B y  the  
sam e tim e  the s m a ll fa rm e rs  a n d  te n a n t cu ltiva to rs , 
th o u g h  they m a y  be w illin g  to a d o p t the  m odem  
tec lm o logy, have  no t been a b le  to bene fit to a n y  exten t 
because o f  la ck  o f  s u ffic ie n t c a p ita l to in ve s t in the new  
packa g e  o f  inpu ts . M r. Ja kh a d e , (in  h is  p re s id e n tia l 
a d d re s s  to the  A ll In d ia  A g r ic u ltu ra l E conom ics  
Conference) quoted  a research  s tu d y  to sh o w  how , in 
P un jab , the  b igger fa rm e rs  have  fo u n d  in  the pu rchase  
o f  la n d  a ve ry  lu c ra tive  source o f  investm ent, no 
m atter what the ceiling legislation may say. Thus  
la n d  o w n e d  by b igger fa rm e rs  increased  betw een
1955-56  a n d  1967-68  by  about 9 .5  p e r c e n t .....Farm s
o f  the s ize  o f 20 -25  acres e xp anded  b y  o n ly  4 p e rce n t, 
w h e re a s  those o f  the  s ize -g ro u p s  1 0 0 -150  acres
inc reased  by abou t 4 0 p e rc e n t ...... I t  is, therefore, easy
to see how  th is  tendency w il l  a g g ra va te  soc ia l tensions  
u n less  la n d  re form  m easures a re  im p lem en ted  w ith  
v igou r a n d  exped ition ."

T he  green re v o lu tio n  has g iven  b ir th  to  a h o s t o f soc ia l 
p rob lem s . It has aggravated  the  econom ic  p lig h t  o f the  sch e d u le d  
cas tes  w h o  c o n s t itu te  the  b u lk  o f the  ru ra l poor. The g u lfb e tw e e n  
th e  r ic h  and  poor has w idened . It has re leased som e soc ia l fo rces 
w h ic h  m ay lead to the  d e s tru c tio n  o f la n d lo rd is m  itse lf. In one o f 
th e  re ce n t C h ie f M in is te rs 'co n fe re n ce s , M r. Y. B. C havan , the  th e n  
U n io n  H om e M in is te r  sa id  : "The w a rn in g  o f  tim e  is  th a t un less the  
green revo lu tion  is accom pan ied  by  a  revo lu tion  based  on soc ia l 
ju s t ic e , I am  a fra id  the green revo lu tion  m ay n o t rem a in  green". The 
green  re v o lu tio n , in  the very' m e thod  a dop ted  a t p resen t, is b o u n d  
to  g ive b ir th  to soc ia l tens ions .

W ie sm a n n , w r it in g  in  the  M ay 1970 issue  o f Ramparts, the  
A m e ric a n  ra d ic a l m o n th ly , d rew  a s ta r t l in g  p ic tu re  o f how  the  
g reen  re v o lu tio n  "was wished on India to promote American
b u s in e ss  in te rests".

He poses the  q u e s tio n , "H ow  long the  revo lu tion  w il l  rem a in
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green", a n d  a n sw e rs  the  q u e s tio n  h im se lf.

"The real disaster", w r ite s  W iesm ann , "is m ore im m ed ia te  
com m erc ia l a g ricu ltu re , by  d e fin it io n  is p roduced  f o r  p ro fit, not 
people. A t the  sam e Lime, th e  n e w  seeds re q u ire d  irr ig a tio n  a n d  
pes tic ides , a n d  h eavy in p u ts  o ffe r t il is e rs , the costs o f  w h ic h  soa red
...... Those w h o  have  not the  c a p ita l o r cannot get c re d it from  v illage
m o n ey lende rs  o r m eagre go ve rn m e n t p rog ram m es  are pushed out 
of their lands into agricultural proletariat or worse, w h ile  the  
n e w  k u la k s , the  p e a sa n t c a p ita lis ts , re invest th e ir  p ro fits  in  m odem  

la b o u r-s a v in g  m a ch in e ry ."

T he  te n a n t, loo, has becom e e c o n o m ica lly  w eaker. The 
green  re v o lu tio n  has  been re sp o n s ib le  fo r adve rse ly  a ffe c tin g  h is  

p o s itio n  in  tw o  ways.

F irs t, the  la n d lo rd s  are  now  d e m a n d in g  h ig h e r ren ts  
because o f the  increase  in  th e  p ro d u c tiv ity  o f the  la n d .A s  the  
te n a n ts ' b a rg a in in g  pow er is w eak , even th o u g h  th e  te n a n t is  n o t 
in  a p o s itio n  to  com pete  w ith  th e  b ig  fa rm e r in  in c re a s in g  the  
p ro d u ce  fro m  h is  la n d  as he c a n o t a ffo rd  to  in d u c t im proved  
fa rm in g  p rac tices , he is u n a b le  to  re s is t the  la n d lo rd s ' d e m a n d  fo r 

h ig h e r ren ts .

Secondly, absentee la n d lo rd s , w hose in te re s t on  la n d  was 
e a r lie r  co n fin e d  to  w h a te v e r re n ts  cou ld  be o b ta in e d  b y  leas ing  o f 
la n d s , w ere induced  to p e rs o n a lly  to resum e the la n d  from  the  

tenan ts .

M r . F ra n c in e  F ra n ke l, w h o  m ade a s tu d y  o f th e  im p a c t o f the 
new  s tra te g y  in  a g r ic u ltu re  in  L u d h ia n a , observed; ”there  is  litt le  
doub t tha t the  pos ition  o f  te n a n ts  has become m ore d iff ic u lt as a  
re s u lt o f  the green revo lu tion ."

W ith  th e  a d ve n t o f the  green re v o lu tio n , w ith  the  im m ense  
a m o u n t o f f in a n ce  be ing  fu n n e lle d  by  the  go ve rn m e n t in to  the 
co ffe rs  o f the  la n d - lo rd s  in  the  nam e o f the  in c re a s in g  p ro d u c tio n , 
co n ce n t ra tio n  o f la n d  in  t he h a n d s  o f la n d lo rd s  has been g row ing . 
E ven th o u g h  the re  has been a lo t  o f ta lk  a b o u t the  d is t r ib u t io n  o f 
g o ve rn m e n t la n d  to la nd less  peasan ts , the  t ru th  o f  the  m a tte r  is 
th a t  th e  la n d  is  m o re  a n d  m o re  b e in g  o c c u p ie d  ille g a lly , 
s u rre p t io u s ly  by  p o lit ic a lly  p o w e rfu l and  e co n o m ica lly  d o m in a n t 
g ro u p s  in  the  c o u n try . A  few exam p les  w o u ld  serve the  puqDose.

'L a n d  g ra b  by M in is te rs ' -  B litz  : D ecem ber 12, 1970.

Feudalism and Land Reforms 423

R a ja s th a n  : S u k h a d ia  ow ns  D u rg a  N u rse ry , 40  b ig h a s , w ith  a 
m a g n if ic e n t b u n g a lo w  in  its  con fines . He has  a c q u ire d  a n o th e r 
c h u n k  o f 2 0 0  b ig h a s  a long  th e  R a ja s th a n  C a n a l. O w ns a fa rm  o f 
85  b ig h a s  in  S u k la p u r  v illage , seven m ile s  fro m  J a ip u r .  The 
b iggest R a g h u n a th p u r  fa rm  h a s  been a c q u ire d  in  th e  nam e o f h is  
w ife . In d u b a la  S u k h a d ia , and  h e r b ro th e r  D in a b h a i. He possesses 
a fa rm  o f 4 0  b ig h a s  a t B ad i, n e a r U d a ip u r. He has g ifte d  a fa rm  o f 
55 b ig h a s  fo u r m ile s  fro m  J a ip u r  to  h is  s o n -in - la w , M a n ila  La i 
Goel.

In  J a ip u r  C ity , A jm e r Road has been tu rn e d  in to  a m in is te r 's  
fa rm  e x h ib it io n  road.

(a) A lo n g  th is  road, the  f ir s t  in  th e  series is  the  3 8 -b ig h a  fa rm  
o f H a rdeo  J o sh i, M in is te r  fo r In d u s tr ie s .

(b) Next com es the  6 0 -b ig h a  fa rm  o f Law  M in is te r  B a rk a tu lla h
K han .

(c) T he  th ird  is the fa rm  o f S oc ia l W elfa re  M in is te r  A m r it  Lai 
Yadav.

(d) The fo u r th  is the  5 0 -b ig h a  fa rm  o f S ta te  M in is te r, 
M a p p h o o l S ingh , w ho  a lso  ow ns  a c h u n k  o f 150 b ighas  grabbed 
by  h im  in  the  R a ja s th a n  C ana l p ro je c t area, in  h is  na tive  
G a n g a n a g a r d is tr ic t .

(e) H o u s in g  M in is te r, B h ik h a  B h a i a lso  ow ns a 5 0 -b ig h a  
fa rm  a long  th is  road.

(0 Yet a n o th e r M in is te r  possess ing  a 2 0 -b ig h a  fa rm  in  the 
e x h ib it io n  co lony  by the  s ide o f A jm e r Road, is  B r ij S u n d e r 
S h a n n a , H ea lth  M in is te r.

'L a n d  G rab  in  A n d h ra  b y  la n d -h u n g n j M in is te rs ',B litz ,  
S ep tem ber 10, 1970, gives an  in te re s tin g  l is t  o f la n d  ow ned and 
occup ied  by some o f the  ca b in e t m in is te rs  o f th a t  pe riod .

(1) D e p u ty  C h ie f M in is te r, M r. J . V. N a ra s in g a  Rao, heads 
the  l is t  w ith  a fa m ily  h o ld in g  o f 1 ,140 acres, in  h is  hom e d is tr ic t  
o f A d ila b a d , and  o th e r places.

(2) R a m a lin g a  R a ju  has  a jo in t  fa m ily  h o ld in g  o f 1 ,120 acres 
o f fe rtile  E as t G odavari la n d  an d  " is  a c u s to d ia n  o f th o u s a n d  acres 
o f tem p le  la n d s  as a te n a n t on  long  lease."

(3) P u ru s h o th a m  Reddy, M in o r  Ir r ig a t io n  M in is te r, has a
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h o ld in g  o f 7 0 0  acres in  N a lgonda  d is tr ic t .  He is  m a k in g  fra n tic  
e ffo rts  to  lega lise  h is  h o ld in g  o f 500  acres o f g o v e rn m e n t w aste 
la n d  in  A d d a g u d u ru  v illa g e  on  the  p lea o f exchange  w ith  h is  ow n 
land .

(4) T h re e  th o u s a n d  acres o f fe rtile  L a n k a  L a n d  has been 
ille g a lly  o ccu p ie d  by  R a ja  o f C h a lla p a lli.

T he  la n d  ce ilin g s  A c t has  g iven  im m e n se  concess ions  to 
la n d lo rd s  by e x e m p tin g  vast tra c ts  o f la n d  u n d e r  sugarcane 
c u lt iv a t io n , ga rdens , seed fa rm s , g ra z in g  g ro u n d s  a nd  tem ple  
la n d s  fro m  the  scope o f the  B ill.

A  few  m ore  in s ta n ce s  o f la n d  o c c u p a tio n  o r a llo c a tio n  to 
in f lu e n t ia l b ig  la n d h o ld e rs , re tire d  c iv il se rvan ts , m ilita ry 'o ff ic e rs , 
a nd  so -ca lle d  'p o lit ica l su ffe re rs ' in  the  r ic h  a rea  o f N a in ita l and 
L a k h im p u r  d is tr ic ts  o f U.P., w il l sho ck  a n y  one w h o  has lit t le  b it 
o f  decency in  h im .

(1) In  N a in ita l area, th e  P rayag F a rm  has ove r th o u s a n d  good 
acres a nd  a n o th e r over 2 ,0 0 0  acres. The p ro p r ie to r  o f P rayag F arm  
is  re p o rte d  to have l in k s  w ith  a n u m b e r o f b u s in e s s  concerns.

(2) A  re tire d  a n n y  gene ra l has been g iven  1 ,500 acres o f land .

(3) A  re tire d  L e iu te n a n t G ove rno r has  a fa rm  e x te n d in g  over 
1000 acres.

(4) A  h ig h  po lice  o ffice r has  a fa m i o f 5 00  acres and  so has 
an  I.A .S . o ffice r.

The Land Ceiling A cts Have Served No Purpose

To deceive the people the  C ongress g o v e rn m e n ts  in  a ll the 
s ta te s  have passed w h a t are k n o w n  as la n d  c e ilin g  A cts , b u t  in  no 
s ta te  have th e y  reduced  the  c o n c e n tra tio n  o f la n d  in  the h a n d s  o f 
th e  la n d - lo rd s . The old za m in d a rs , the  r ic h  fe u d a l la n d lo rd s , even 
to d a y  ow n th o u s a n d s  o f acres o f  la n d  in  th e ir  possession . Every' 
c e ilin g  A c t h a s  p rov ided  several e xcep tions  in  the  nam e o fo rch a rd s , 
d a iry  fa rm in g , live s to ck  b reed ing , suga rcane  g ro w in g , etc. In  o u r 
ow n p ro v in ce , no b ig  z a m in d a r o f th e  s ta tu s  o f C h a lla p a lli Raja o r 
fe u d a l la n d o w n e rs  o f the  s ta tu s  o f D o r ig a llu  V e n k a ta ra n g a  Reddy 
have lo s t even a ce n t o f land . F ro m  the  in fo rm a tio n  we have w ith  
us, le t us  peep in to  a few cases o f c o n t in u in g  la n d  c o n c e n tra tio n  
in  som e o f th e  o th e r p rov inces.

Feudalism and Land Reforms 425

In  T a m il N adu , th e  e xe m p tio n s  fro m  th e  C e ilin g s  A c t in c lu d e  
c h a r ita b le  and  e d u c a tio n a l in s t itu t io n s , u n iv e rs it ie s , any  tru s t ,  
co -ope ra tive , in d u s tr ia l and  c o m m e rc ia l u n d e rta k in g s , la n d  in  h i l l  
a reas, p la n ta tio n s , la n d  used fo r o rch a rd s , topes o r a re c a n u t 
ga rdens , la n d  used fo r  g ro w in g  trees, g a rden  lands , la n d  used  fo r 
da iry ' fa rm in g , and  liv e s to c k  b reed ing , la n d  used  fo r sugarcane  
g ro w in g , g ra z in g  la n d  etc.

(a) One o f the  b iggest g ro u p s  o f la n d  ow ne rs  in  T a m il N adu 
is  the  tru s ts , o f w h ic h  the re  are as m a n y  as 8 ,2 5 1 . The go ve rn m e n t 
is  ye t u n a b le  to te ll e xa c tly  how  m u c h  la n d  these tru s ts  have, b u t 
an  idea  o f th e ir  h o ld in g s  can  be had  fro m  th e  fa c t th a t  one t ru s t  
a lone, D h a rm a p u ra m  M u lt ,  h o lds  7 2 ,0 0 0  acres o f land .

(b) For dairy and livestock breeding, th e  fo rm e r C ongress 
M in is te r  N a lla s e n a d h ip a th i C h a k k a ra i M a n ra d ia r, a lone, has 
been g iven e xe m p tio n  o f 8 96  acres in  C o im b a to re  d is tr ic t .  H is 
a p p lic a tio n , fo r e xe m p tio n  o f a fu r th e r  8 47  acres, is  pend ing . 
A n n o r  S a m b a n d h a  C h a k k a ra i had  been exem pted  1 ,190 acres.

(c) In sugarcane growing land, T h iru  A ro o ra n  S ugars L td ., 
a lone, has been g iven e xe m p tio n  o f 14 ,473 s ta n d a rd  acres. 
C auve ry  S u g a r and  C h e m ica ls  o f 6 44  acres.

(d) The h i l l  a rea  la n d s  are a ll exem pted, w h a te ve r c rops  are 
ra ised  the re , and  in  th is  category' are in c lu d e d  p la n ta tio n s  in  
13.42 la k h  acres.

(1) B ir la s  have ex tens ive  landed  in te re s ts  in  T a m il N adu. 
They b o u g h t N ine V a lley  Tea E sta te  in  N ilg ir is  fro m  B a jo rias , w ho  
had got i t  fro m  one o f the  M ysore R an is  on a n o m in a l price . The 
to ta l esta te  area is  3 2 ,0 0 0  acres o u t o f w h ic h  18 .000 acres are 
u n d e r  tea  an d  3 ,0 0 0  acres u n d e r coffee. S till,  a b o u t 11 ,000 acres 
are ly in g  fa llow . B ir la s  have a n o th e r esta te  o f 1 .200 acres nea r 
S h o ra n u r  - bes ides 3 ,0 0 0  acres o f bam boo fo res ts  on the  o th e r side 

o f th e  N ilg ir is .

(2) T he  P a nd iyah  P la n ta tio n s  o ffic ia lly  o w n ju s t  2 0 0  acres in  
th e  K a n d a m a n y a k a m o o r fo res t area, b u t  the  to ta l a rea ille g a lly  
he ld  now  is  m ore th a n  10 ,000 acres.

(3) S.A.S. L a k s h m a n a  C h e ttia r. ow ne r o f S o u th  T ravanco re  
P la n ta tio n  L td ., ille g a lly  possesses 6 0 0  acres o f fo res t la n d  ne a r 
P onm an i v illage, in  K a n y a k u m a r i d is tr ic t .

(4) The D .M J L  leader, a n d  C h a irm a n  o f th e  N agarco il
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M u n ic ip a lity  G. C h r is to p h e r  has t it le  deed fo r  o n ly  9 0  acres o f la n d  
w he re a s  he a t p re se n t o ccup ies  a b o u t 3 00  acres.

(5) S w a ta n tra  P a rty  leade r M atyas, o w n e r o f P a lm o o r Esta te , 
h a s  ille g a lly  o ccup ied  2 0 0  acres o f la n d  in  V ira p u ll i  reserve fo rest 
a reas.

(6) One, G anga  N a id u , b o u g h t fro m  the  fo rm e r Z a m in d a r 
a b o u t 3 ,0 0 0  acres o f la n d  in  the  h i l l  a rea  ne a r V a rsh a n a d  in  
M a d u ra i d is tr ic t .  He ev ic ted  a ll the  te n a n ts  fro m  th is  la n d  and is 
now  o c c u p y in g  n e a rly  6 ,0 0 0  acres.

A  few exam p les  c ited  fro m  B ih a r  s ta te  w o u ld  be enough. It 
is  d if f ic u lt  to  e s tim a te  the  a m o u n t o f la n d  th a t Darbhanga Raja 
h o ld s  u n d e r  h is  o cc u p a tio n . I t  was repo rted  in  th e  Press th a t one 
fa rm , a lone, is  o f 6 0 0  acres.

O ne G a je n d ra  N a ra in  S ingh  ow ns  8 0 0  acres o f la n d . A n o th e r 
Y a s ln v a n th a  K u m a r C h o u d h a ry  has ille g a lly  occup ied  200  acres 
o f a g r ic u ltu ra l la n d . T w o m a h a n ts  in  B ih a r  - M a h a n t o fB o d h  Gaya 
an d  M a h a n t o f B o u d o u li ow n 10,000 acres and  th ree  th o u sa n d  
acres o f la n d ,  respective ly .

It  is no t o n ly  the  la n d lo rd s  w ho  ow n th o u s a n d s  o f acres o f 
la n d  in  o u r  c o u n try . Even the  in d u s tr ia l is ts  have th e ir  eye on the 
la n d . O ne in s ta n ce  w il l  be enough  to show  the  w a y  in  w h ic h  these 
in d u s t r ia l is t s  h ave  b e g u n  to  g ra b  th e  la n d  a n d  becom e 
a g r ic u ltu r is ts .  The fo llo w in g  few in s ta n c e s  o f th e  B ir la s ' land  
e m p ire  w il l  show  w h y  in d u s tr ia l is ts  in  In d ia  are a g a in s t land  
re fo rm s.

(1) At Almai :

(a) 1 ,200 acres : g iven  by G ove rnm en t fo r fa c to ry  
purposes.

(b) 8 0 0  a c re s  : p r iv a te  la n d  a c q u ire d  b y  th e  
G o ve rn m e n t fo r the  B ir la s .

(c) 4 0 0  a c re s : p u rch a se d  by B ir la s  fro m  v illa g e rs  a t 
th ro w -a w a y  p rices.

(d) Besides these 2 ,4 0 0  acres, the re  are l,6 0 0 a c re s  
o f  fo re s t  la n d  g iven to them  in  the  n am e  o f  
a g r ic u ltu ra l resea rch  in s titu te .

T h is  b r in g s  the  to ta l to 4 .0 0 0  acres.
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T h is  is  n o t the  end o f th e  s to ry . T he re  is w h a t is  k n o w n  as 
th e  'bam boo em pire ' o f  th e  B ir la s . A  m o s t p ro fita b le  o f B ir la s  
b u s in e s s  in  the fo res t w e a lth  o f S hahdo l, S id h i, Rewa a nd  S a tn a  
areas, w h ic h  co m p rise d  th e  fo rm e r V in d h y a  Pradesh. V a s t fo re s t 
a reas  were g ra n te d  in  1954 fo r 20  ye a rs  a t Rs. 6 .50  a ton . In  1956, 
w h e n  the  new sta te  o f M a d h ya  P radesh cam e in to  be ing , the  lease 
w as fu r th e r  extended  b y  a n o th e r  10 yea rs  a t the  ra te  o f Rs. 7 .5 0  

p e r tonne.

Even (hough  the  lease o f these bam boos  w as m e a n t o n ly  fo r 
O r ie n t Paper M ills  a t A lm a i (w h ich  s ta rte d  p ro d u c tio n  o n ly  in  
1965, the B ir la s  s ta rte d  c u tt in g  bam boos to s u p p ly  to  th e ir  p a p e r 
m il l  a t B ra ja ra jn a g a r in  O rissa . The m a rk e t ra te  o f bam boos  
d u r in g  th is  pe riod  w as Rs. 60  a t Rs. 80  per tonne . One can  im a g in e  
th e  a m o u n t o f m oney, m in te d  by the B ir la s  in  the  deal.

B ir la s  are n o to r io u s  fo r th e ir  ca p a c ity  to evade taxes. The 
in te r im  ro y a lty  fo r bam boos due to th e  G ove rnm en t has  now  
reached the  fa n ta s tic  fig u re  o f Rs. 1.5 c ro res .A nd  th e re  is  no  
in d ic a t io n  o f the  g o v e rn m e n t m o v ing  fo r i ts  recovery'.

G rab the la n d  w ith  the  G ove rnm en t, conn ive , lease fo re s t 
w e a lth  at the cheapest ra te , evade paym en t o f -o y a lty  to  the  
G ove rnm en t - m a rv e llo u s  ach ievem en t o f p a tr io t ic  p ro fit  !

(2) A tT h im m a p u r, th e re  is th e  B ir la  fa rm  o f n e a rly  5 0 0  acres 
on the  o u ts k ir ts  o f H yd e ra b a d  c ity  - at T h in rm a p u r 22 m ile s  on 

M ahab o o b n a g a r Road.

(3) B ir la  have a fa rm  in  P h u lw a ri S h a r if, near P atna. S hare  
c ro p p e rs  w ho  had  been c u lt iv a t in g  it were evicted by th e  B ir la s  in  

1970.

(4) B ir la s  O m a li E s ta te  is  n e a rly  3 .2 0 0  acres .he ld  in  the  
nam e o f tea p la n ta tio n s  in  N ilg ir i d is tr ic t  o f T a m il N adu.

(5) The B ir la  fa rm  at R opar, P un jab , is  a 1,000 acre  fa rm  a t 
R opar. It w as leased ou t to  th e  B ir la s  at a n o m in a l ren t a l o f Rs. 30  
per acre. O f the  1000 acres leased o u t, n e a rly  65 6  acres be longed  

to  182 sm a ll fa rm ers .

(6) P ipara  F a rm  ow ned by  the  B ir la s  in  the  nam e o fG u d h  
Sugar M ills , occup ies  4 .0 0 0  acres, o f w h ic h  3 ,2 0 0  have been  
dec la red  s u rp lu s  u n d e r  the  c e ilin g  A ct b u t  n o t ta k e n  possess ion  
o f by  the  G ove rnm en t o f U n ite d  P rovinces. T h is  fa rm  has
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encroached  u p o n  3 0 0  to  4 0 0  acres o f  gaon  p a n c h a y a t land .

T h is  is  n o t th e  end  o f the  s to ry  o fB ir la ’s la n d  e m p ire  - th o u g h  
i t  is  enough  fo r the  p re s e n t to  show  w h y  th e  B ir la s  are n o t fo r la n d  
re fo rm s .

F in a lly , le t u s  lo o k  a t one o f th e  exam p les  in  re la tio n  to 
c o lo n is a tio n  schem es w h ic h  the  C ongress g o v e rn m e n t have been 
im p le m e n tin g  in  v a r io u s  p a rts  o f th e  c o u n try , to  u n d e rs ta n d  how  
g o v e rn m e n t is  p ro v id in g  a ll fa c i l i t ie s  to  th e  la n d -h u n g ry  
m o n o p o lis ts , la n d lo rd s , and  h igh  o ffic ia ls , to g ra b  the  land  as 
poss ib le  and in  the  m o s t fe r t ile  areas.

The colonisation schem e in Terai area in U. P. w as
lo rm u la te d  by  the  B r it is h  g o v e rn m e n t d u r in g  the  second w o rld  
w a r. T h is  schem e w a s  m e a n t e xc lu s ive ly  fo r th e  s e ttle m e n t of-the 
P a h a ri so ld ie rs  be in g  w ith in  th e ir  a n ce s tra l h o m e land .

T he  C e n tra l T ra c to r  O rg a n is a tio n  w e n t in to  a c tio n , and an 
a rea  o f fo u r  la k h s  o f acres o f v irg in  fe rtile  c u lt iv a b le  la n d  w as 
c lea red  o f age-o ld  im p e n e tra b le  th ic k  fo res ts . B u t the  o rig in a l 
schem e o f p la nned  s e ttle m e n t o f  the  P a h a ri- ja w a n  and  the  needy 
p o o r re m a in e d  on paper.

A s P C . J o s h i, in  National H e ra ld o fJ u n e  14, 1970 p e r t in e n tly  
revea ls  : W h a t to o k  p lace w as ju s t  loo t and g rab , u n m in d fu l o f 
o ff ic ia l po lic ies , in  c o n tra v e n tio n  o f e x is tin g  law s, a nd  a ll th is  w ith  
t he a id  a nd  conn ivance  ol p liab le  o r c o r ru p t o lf ic ia ls  and  encou raged 
by  m in is te r ia l leade rs  to w h o m  n o th in g  m a tte re d  except power, 
pa tronage  and  'chanda '.

(1) F a ir ly  eas ily , a nd  q u ite  soon a fte r 'independence ', h igh  
m il i ta ry  o fficers, m o s tly  fro m  P u n jab  secured large la n d  a llo tm e n ts . 
Here are  a few in s ta n c e s  o f s u c h  'la n d  grab '.

(a) M a jo r G e ne ra l C h im a i, a p p ro x im a te ly  4 ,0 0 0  
acres.

(b) C olonel La ! S ingh  o f  P a tia la , a p p ro x im a te ly  3 0 0  
acres.

(c) A ir  M a rs h a ll A r ju n  S ingh 's  fa m ily ,  a p p ro x im a te ly  
1 ,000  acres.

(d) M a jo r  S a n d h u , fo rm e r  d ire c to r  o f  th e  T e ra i 
co lo n isa tio n  schem e, a p p ro x im a te ly  2 0 0  acres.

Feudalism and Land Reforms 429

(2) I f  the  re tire d  m il i ta r y  o ffice rs  co u ld  so eas ily  becom e b ig  
fa rm ers , how  c o u ld  the civilians keep b a c k  ? A  la rge n u m b e r  o f 
th e  U.P. g o ve rn m e n t s e c re ta ria t, a t L u c k n o w , have m anaged  to 
g ra b  fa rm s  in  the  T e ra i, in  the  nam e o f som e one o r the  o th e r in  
fa m ily . F ro m  th e  po lice , the re  are  1. G. P.'s, S. P.'s D y . S. P .'s in  
p le n ty , a nd  a n y  n u m b e r o f co llec to rs , D y. co lle c to rs , r ig h t d o w n  to 

te h s ild a rs .

(3) Loca l top  o ffic ia ls  fille d  the gap. F o r exam p ’ e :

(a) Form er C om m iss ione r o f  K um aon  B o w ra 's  w ife  

a n d  b ro th c i got n fa rm  in  B a z p u r area.

lb) F o rm e r N a in ila l d y . co m m iss io n e r, h u m ra p  
S ingh 's  son a n d  o the rs  a fa rm  ne a r K ichcha.

(c) F o rm e r  t r a n s p o r t  c o m m is s io n e r ,  c a n e  
c o m m is s io n e r ,  r e g is t r a r  o f  c o -o p e ra t iv e s  
C h a u rm a n i's  fa m ily ,  got a fa rm  in K ha tim a .

(4) Even fo re ign  m is s io n a rie s  have secured  fa rm  a llo tm e n ts  
in  (he Tera i w h ic h  is  p a r t o f o u r b o rd e r reg ion . T hey  have m ade 
T e ra i t h e ir  base and  b u rn e d  fa rm s, o s te n s ib ly  fo r soc ia l sendee, 
b u t  rea lly  to  keep a -live  c o n ta c t w ith  th e ir  agents in  N epal and 
co lle c t as m u c h  in fo rm a tio n  as possib le  a b o u t o u r  defence p o s itio n  

in  the  area.

(a) R ig h t on th e  In d o -N e p a l b o rd e r, b e tw e e n  
T a n a k p u r a n d  K ha tim a , w h e re  w e  too have  our 
m ilita ry  base, the US m iss io n a rie s  have tw o  
'po in te r' a n d  's trange ' fa rm s . T a n a k p u r is the  
m a in  h e a d fo r  supp lies  to the de fence ou tpos ts  up  

above  on the  C hinese border.

(b) In B azpu r. an  Ita lia n  fa th e r  has  a  6 0 0  acres fa rm  
in the nam e o f  ru n n in g  a  school a n d  n e a r it there  

is a n o th e r m is s io n a ry  fa rm .

(c) In  the m id s t o f  th ic k  fo re s t, a w a y  fro m  the  m ain  
road, be tw een F a te h p u ra n d P a tw a d n a g a r, there  
is a  ca tho lic  chu rch  in  Loshu  C lia n i. There a re  
h a rd ly  a n y  people  a ro u n d  to lis te n  to the  m essage  
o f  Jesus, b u t it  is a n  idea l, iso la te d  sp o t fo r  
c la n d e s tin e , c o n s p ira to r ia l n e fa rio u s  w ork .

The a rt ic le  in  National Herald o f J u n e  21, 1970, p o in te d ly
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re m a rk s  th a t " i f  these fo re ig n  m is s io n a rie s "  fa rm s  are  p lo tte d  on  
m aps, th e y  m ake a te ll- ta le  ch a in ".

(5) A m ong  S u g a r fa rm s , E s c o rt F a rm  a n d  P rag F a rm  are the  
tw o  fo re m o s t fa rm s  b e lo n g in g  to  su g a r m ills , o c c u p y in g  th o u s a n d s  
o f acres. Prag fa rm , a lone , o c c u p y in g  m ore  th a n  6 ,0 0 0  acres, is 
c o n s ta n t ly  e xp a n d in g  its  area  in  th e  nam e o f cane  p ro d u c tio n . 
T h is  process o f la n d  g ra b  w h ic h  began in  a s m a ll w a y  in  1949 has 
been g ro w in g  fro m  y e a r to  ye a r ; these agressive  in tru d e rs  have 
li te ra lly  fo rced th e ir  w a y  in , o c c u p y in g  a ll th e  fa llo w  la n d  they can  
a nd  a lso  se iz ing the  e x is tin g  s m a ll fa rm s  o f the  loca l people w h o  
co u ld  be b u llie d  and  te rro r is e d .

O th e r th a n  th e  sec tions  a lre a d y  m e n tio n e d , th e  fo llo w in g  
g ro u p s  o f people too have ex tens ive  la n d s  in  these h il l  reg ions.

(a) S c io n s  o f  f e u d a l  fa m il ie s  c a m e  to  h a v e  
ind e p e n d e n t fa rm s  o f  th e ir  ow n.

(h) C on trac to rs  o f  C h a n d ig a rh . D e lh i, a n d  o th e r big 
P u n ja b  tow ns, to tu rn  th e ir p le n t ifu l b la c k  m oney  
in to le g a l te n d e r a n d  t he reby become respectab le  

fa rm e rs .

(c) The la n d -h u n g ry  P u n ja b ija t a lso  re a d ily  cam e to 
g ra b  an  independen t, bigger, p lo t in the Terai.

T he f ir s t  ta s k  o f the  s e ttle rs  was to  de p rive  the  s im p le , 
resou rce less  tr ib a l c u lt iv a to rs  o f th e ir  s m a ll p a tches  o f land . T hen  
they  s ta rte d  to cleaF th e  fo res ts  w ith  the  h e lp  o f cheap  la b o u r  
re c ru ite d  fro m  am ong  the  loca l la n d le ss  la b o u r. T he  t im b e r fro m  
the fo rests  b ro u g h t them  r ic h  ga ins. The b ig  fa n n e rs  and  com pan ies, 
s ta rte d  la rge scale 's c ie n tific ' fa rm in g ".

T he  fo llo w in g  s ing le  in s ta n ce  gives th e  s to ry  o f the  e n tire
area:

A m ong the  la n d -g ra b b e rs  in the  a rea  is  a  big  
fa rm in g  com pany. The com pany  h a d  a  kn ig h t o f  the  
B r it is h  em p ire  as  its  ch a irm a n , a n  h o n o ra ry  co lone l o f  
live a rm y  as m a n a g in g  d irec to r, a  M in is te r  o f  P un jab , a 
re tire d  m ilita ry  o ffice r a n d  re la tive s  o f  som e top P un jab  
gove rnm en t o ffice rs  a s  d irec to rs .

The com pany took  abou t 10 ,0 0 0  acres o f  la n d  on 
lease  fro m  a  ta lu k d a r  a n d  s ta r te d  c le a rin g  the  fo re s ts
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w ith  h ire d  labou r. H a lf  o f  the la n d  th u s  leased  o u t w a s  
re d is tr ib u te d  am ong the heirs, a n d  re la tio n s  o f  the  
d ire c to rs  a n d  n e w  leases w ere  ob ta ined . W lien  the  
ce iling  A c t c a m e , e q u a lly  big ch u n ks  w e re  tra n fe rre d  to 
its  s h a re  ho lde rs  a n d  th e ir re la tions .

A  n u m b e r o f  com p la in ts  w e re  m ade a b o u t these  
happen ings  to the  d is tr ic t M ag istra te , the C om m issioner, 
the B o a rd  o f  Revenue, the Revenue M in is te r, the  C h ie f  
M in is te r, a n d  o th e r h igh  o fficers  o f  theU . P. G overnm ent 
; bu t so f a r  no  action  has been taken, a p p a re n tly  
because the d irec to rs  a n d  sha re h o ld e rs  o f  the com pany  
are  in f lu e n tia l persons. T he ir in fluence  a t va rious  leve ls  
o f  the  a d m in is tra tio n  in the s ta te  is revea led  by  th e fa c t 
th a t a b o u t 8 0  acres o f  fo re s ts  taken  over by  the fo re s t  
de p a rtm e n t w e re  resto red  to th ree  d a u g h te rs  o f  one o f  
the sh a re h o ld e rs  a g a in s t the u s u a l p rac tice . The person  
concerned happene d  to be a h igh o ffice r o f  the P un jab  

G overnm ent.

W hen s u c h  are th e  a c tu a lit ie s , " th e  scare o f N a x a lb a ri type 
o f re vo lt by  th e  p e a sa n try  o f U. P. is  be ing  ra ise d  by  the  s u p p o rte rs  
o f the  vested in te re s ts  and  those w ho  w a n t to su p p re ss  th e  poor 
t ry in g  to a sse rt th e ir  r ig h ts . R ecently , aga in , th e re  w as ta lk  ol 
'N a xa lb a ri' in  the  e as te rn  d is tr ic ts  o f the  sta te . W h a t in  fa c t had 
happened  in  th e  area  w ere som e feeble a tte m p ts  by  the  land less  
peasan ts  to occu p y  u n o ccu p ie d  la n d  fo r  c u lt iv a t io n . This was 
resented  by  b ig  fa rm e rs . It no t on ly  crea ted  le a r th a t an  in q u iry  
m ig h t reveal th e ir  ow n  illega l se izures, b u t m ig h t a lso  deprive  
th e m  o f the  cheap  la b o u r  th e y  ge t by ke e p in g  la rge  sec tions  o l the 
p o p u la t io n  la n d le ss . The big farmers, anticipating police 
support, were the first to attack the landless. When the latter 
retaliated, the police rushed to establish law and order and 
forestall Naxalbari, by evicting the landless from the land they 
had occupied. The po lice  w e n t th ro u g h  th e  u s u a l ro u t in e  o f 
b e a tin g  th e  la n d le ss , b u rn in g  th e ir  h u ts , a rre s tin g  th e m  and 
p ro s e c u tin g  th e m  u n d e r  v a r io u s  cha rges  o f a se r io u s  n a tu re ."

L a n d lo rd  g a n g s te rism  a ll over th e  c o u n try  has  g ro w n  in  
in te n s ity . We have seen in  gene ra l h o w  la n d  c o n c e n tra tio n  is 
g ro w in g  in  th e  co u n try '. Illega l la n d  o c c u p a tio n ’b y  th e  la n d lo rd s  
a nd  the  p o w e rfu l h a s  been n o t o n ly  co n doned  by  th e  G ove rnm en t, 
i t  has  he lped  to  lega lise  the  ille g a l o c c u p a tio n . We have a lso no ted
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how  g o v e rn m e n t loans  to  the  la n d lo rd s  a nd  th e  im p le m e n ta tio n  o f 
p a n c h a y a t ra j has he lped  the  la n d lo rd s  to  becom e m ore  p o w e rfu l 
th a n  th e y  w ere in  th e  past.

M e a n w h ile , a g o ve rn m e n t, w h ic h  c a lls  its e lf  d em ocra tic  and  
P ro c la im s  its  a im  to be the  e s ta b lis h m e n t o f s o c ia lis t p a tte rn  o f 
soc ie ty , h a s  been le ad ing  peasan ts  b y  th e  nose fo r yea rs  and  
de ce iv in g  th e m  b y  p ro m ise s  a nd  de lays.

A  v a s t m a jo r ity  o f th e  peasan ts , th ro u g h  m em oranda , 
d e m o n s tra tio n s , con fe rences, and every a v a ila b le  legal m eans, 
have lo u d ly  an d  c le a r ly  p ro c la im e d  th a t  la n d lo rd is m  is an  in j ust ice 
a n d  robbery '. V a r io u s  la n d  re fo rm s  co m m itte e s , b e g in n in g  w ith  
(he K u m a ra p p a  C om m ilte 'e , have reasoned an d  dec la red  th a t la n d  
d is t irb u t io n  is  the  fo u n d a tio n  fo r fu r th e r  p rog ress  o f o u r econom y. 

M in is te r ia l p ro n o u n c e m e n ts  have been c o n tin u o d s ly  p ro m is in g  
la n d  re fo rm s  in  the  in te re s ts  o f la nd less  peasan ts , te n a n ts , ana 
s m a ll fa rm e rs .

Yet, w h e re ve r the peasan ts  have a g ita te d  fo r la n d  and  
a g a in s t the  illega l o c cu p a tio n  o f la n d  by th e  la n d lo rd s , b o th  the 
g o v e rn m e n t and the  la n d lo rd s  are u s in g  a ll b ru ta l m e thods  to 
te rro r is e  th e  people in to  s u b m is s io n . Even D r. V. K. R. V. Rao is 
sa id  to  have s ta ted  th a t te n a n ts  and a g r ic u ltu ra l la b o u r  " in  c e rta in  
s ta tes  w ere  be ing  t re a te d ju s t  lik e  negroes in  S o u th  U. S. A. If  th e y  
c la im e d  an )' t it le  to  the  la n d  they  w ere t i l l in g ,  th e y  are be ing  
bea ten ." (Economic Times, D ecem ber 27 , 1969).

L a n d lo rd s  have becom e b razen  enough  to  use even le th a l 
w e apons , lik e  g u n s , a g a in s t the  p e a sa n ts  a n d  a g r ic u ltu ra l 
la b o u re rs . The g o ve rn m e n t, in s tead  o f ta k in g  a n y  legal a c tio n  
against, the  la n d lo rd s ,h a s  on the  o th e r ha n d  u n le a sh e d  u n h e a rd - 
ol te r ro r  a g a in s t the  m ass ol the  people. Som e th o u s a n d s  o f 
te n a n ts  a nd  la n d le ss  peasan ts  have been a rre s te d  and  b ro u g h t to 
t r ia l.  R e v o lu tio n a rie s  are  a rres ted  in  th o u s a n d s , m o s t o ften  
w ith o u t  a n y  charge. M a jo r ity  o f  th e m  are n o t even p roduced  in  
c o u r t  fo r m o n th s , b u t  are to r tu re d  in  po lice s ta tio n s , and  h u n d re d s  
a re  be ing  s h o t w ith o u t  q u a lm s  ol consc ience .

To u n d e rs ta n d  the  p resen t te n s io n  w h ic h  is  g ro w in g  in  the  
co u n try ' s ide , the  fo llo w in g  few  in s ta n c e s  o f la n d lo rd s ’ te r ro r  
ta c tic s  a g a in s t la nd less  la b o u r  in  re la tio n  to  c e r ta in  land  d isp u te s  
s h o u ld  be no ted . These are o n ly  a few  exam p les  o u t o f h u n d re d s  
th a t  are h a p p e n in g  day in  a n d  day o u t.
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There  h a s  been la n d lo rd  g a n g s te rism  in  B a s ti v illages  in  U.
P. T he  s ta ff c o rre s p o n d e n t o f Patriot, w r it in g  fro m  L u c k n o w , has  
in  th e  course  o f an  a r t ic le  on  'C om m una l G angs te rism  in  B a s ti 
V illages ' p roduced  a few  in s ta n ce s  o f excesses o f " re a c tio n a ry  
fe u d a l e lem ents" to  te rro r is e  the  la n d le ss  peasan ts  w h o  h a p p e n  to. 

be H a rija n s .

(1) F o llo w in g  la n d  a g ita tio n  in  P ra ta p p u r v illage, 
M unesar, a  H a r ija n  w a s  to rtu re d  by a  fo rm er za m in d a r.
The H a r ija n  w a s  kep t hang ing  u p s ide  d o w n fo r  severa l 
hours. A  co m p la in t w a s  lodged w ith  the po lice  b u t no 

action  w a s  taken .

(2) In  C h a p la n  v illage  ex -za m in d a rs  a tta c k e d  the  
hu ts  o f  e ight H a r ija n s  a n d  looted th e ir  g ra in . Jn th is  
village, the  z a m in d a rs  have taken  possess ion  o f  la rge  
fa llo w  la n d  a n d  a re  te rro ris ing  the H a r ija n s  to m ake  
them  reno im ce  th e ir  c la im s. C om p la in ts  to the po lice  

have fa ile d  to evoke a n y  response.

(3) The la n d  on  th e  b a n ks  o f G hagra , c u lt iv a te d  b y  the  
H a rija n s , be longs to th e  v illa g e  p a n chaya ts . B u t  th e  e x -za m in d a rs  
take  50  per ce n t share  fro m  the  c u lt iv a to rs . In  som e cases th e  ex- 
z a m in d a rs  have loo ted  th e  w ho le  c ro p  o f the  peasan ts .

(4) In  v illage  M u ra r ip u r ,  e x -za m in d a rs  a tta c k e d  H a r ija n s  

w h e n  they re fused  to  p e rfo rm  'Begar'.

(5) In  M u jh a  a rea  (the  area be tw een the  r iv e rs  G ha g ra  and  
M in w e r), w h ic h  re m a in s  c u t o ff fro m  res t o f the  d is tr ic  fo r m o n th s , 
th e  c o n d itio n s  w ere w orse . As a ll the  v illage  la n d  h ad  been ta k e n  
o v e rb y  the  e x -z a m in d a rs , the  fa rm  la b o u re rs  had  to  w o rk  fo r th e m  

fo r n o th in g  m ore  th a n  one m eal in  24 h o u rs .

M ost im p o r ta n t o f a ll,  "scores of reports have been lodged 
with the police all in vain." (Patriot, S ep tem ber 11, 1968

Armed Landlords and their Gangs in  Rajasthan

A h ig h -le ve l g o v e rn m e n t e n q u iry  c o m m itte e  w as se t u p  by 

th e  s ta te  g o ve rn m e n t o f R a ja s th a n  in  M a rch  1970 to  e n q u ire  in to  
cases o f ir re g u la r  a llo tm e n ts  and benami o c c u p a tio n  o f c a n a l- 
ir r ig a te d  areas o f R a ja s th a n  C ana l, G anga C ana l, a n d  B h a k ra  
Proj ect areas, afte r  a lo n g  and b it te r  s trugg le  fo r la n d  b y  G anganagar 
peasan ts . The s e tt in g  u p  o f th is  co m m itte e  so in fu r ia te d  the
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la n d lo rd s  w h o  had  occu p ie d  th o u s a n d s  o f acres o f la n d , th a t  th e y  
re so rte d  to  and  em p loyed  every ava ilab le  device to  fru s tra te  the 
e n q u iry . Even the  m e m b e rs  o f g o ve rn m e n t a p p o in te d  to  th e  h igh  
level c o m m itte e  w ere  th re a te n e d  w ith  d ire  consequences, sh o u ld  
th e y  go in to  th e  q u e s tio n  o f ille g a l o c c u p a tio n  o f land . T he  r ic h  
la n d lo rd s  have n o t h e s ita te d  to  re so rt (o k id n a p p in g s , to r tu re , and 
sh o o tin g s , to  fr ig h te n  th e  p e a sa n ts  fro m  lo d g in g  c o m p la in ts  o r 
a p p e a rin g  before  the  h ig h -p o w e re d  c o m m itte e  to  give pe rsona l 
ev idence. T he  r ic h  la n d lo rd s  are ab le  to  o rgan ise  goonda gangs, 
s u p p ly  th e m  w ith  le th a l w eapons  such  as s te n -g u n s , rille s , 
ca rb in e s , e tc., n o t o n ly  to  in t im id a te  the la n d le ss  ru ra l poor b u t 
a lso  th e  m em bers  o f the  co m m itte e .

O n  A p r il 21, w hen  th e  c o m m itte e  m em bers  w ere  s ta y in g  a t 
th e  A n u p g a rh  re s t-h o u se , th e y  w ere s u rro u n e d  by  a rm ed  m en and 
th re a te n e d  th a t th e y  w o u ld  be fin is h e d  off. T h is  in c id e n t lo o k  
place in  (he ve ry  presence o f (he M in is te r  fo r  c o lo n is a tio n , w ho  
h appene d  to be (he c h a irm a n  o f the  co m m itte e .

A  g ro u p  o f m en a rm e d  w ith  g u n s  and led b y  n o to r io u s  vested 
in te re s ts , lik e  G o p ira m , M a n ira m , G u rb u c h a n  S ingh , N ira n ja n  
S ingh , e tc., stood in  fro n t o f the  d e p u ty  c o m m is s io n e r 's  c o u r t and 
te rro r is e d  the  a p p lic a n ts  w h o  w ere c o m p la in in g  a g a in s t illega l 
o c c u p a tio n . Even som e o f the  advocates w ere  th re a te n e d .

A t S u ra lg a rh . its e lf.o n  th e  fo llo w in g  day, G u ru d e e p  K aur, 
w h o  h ad  filed  an a p p lic a tio n  a g a ins t a case o f benami o ccu p a tio n  
o f la n d  by a r ic h  la n d  - h o ld e r w as sho t at, w h ile  she w as d ra w in g  
w a te r  fro m  a w e ll. A  je e p  fu l l  o f goondas cam e, fired  a t her, and 
d rove aw ay. She escaped p ro v id e n tia lly .

A  k is a n  w o rk e r, B h a ja n la l.  w ho  had the  cou rage  to  s u b m it 
a w r it te n  c o m p la in t be fo re  th e  h ig h  powered co m m itte e , w hen  on 
h is  w ay  to  g ive p e rsona l ev idence before the  c o m m is s io n  a g a in s t 
tw o  r ic h  la n d h o ld e rs  w ho  w ere re p o rte d ly  c u lt iv a tin g  2 ,5 0 0  acres 
o f  b e n a m i land , w as k id n a p p e d  on M ay 7, 1970, ne a r B ik a n e r  
ra ilw a y  s ta tio n  by  som e r ic h  la n d lo rd s  an d  to r tu re d  d u r in g  h is  
fo u r-d a y  c a p tiv ity  in  a deso la te  decoit - in fe s te d  area.

It is  n o t a t a ll s u rp r is in g  th a t la n d lo rd s  are  d e fe n d in g  th e ir  
illega l o c c u p a tio n  o f la n d s  w ith  g u n s  in  h a n d . These la n d lo rd s  
have u s u rp e d  th o u s a n d s  o f acres  o f la n d  a nd  are  c u lt iv a t in g  them  
w ith  tra c to rs  and  o th e r m e c h a n ic a l im p le m e n ts .
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F o r exam ple , P a d m a sh ri C h a n d id a n  W arad  o fW a ru n d a  has 
in  h is  possession a b o u t 6 ,1 0 0  b ig h a s  o f b e n a m i la n d  u n d e r  
d if fe re n t false nam es o f c u lt iv a to rs . The va s t esta te  is  sca tte red  in  

16 v illages.

M a n ira m  P an jan  o f v illage  Seeto has m ore  th a n  4 ,0 0 0  acres 
o f la n d  o f h is  ow n o th e r th a n  vas t areas o f ille g a l o ccu p a tio n .

S. S. P. leader, M ahadev G u p ta , w h o  is  a m e m b e r o f the  h ig h  
pow ered  co m m iss io n  has  sa id  in  a s ta te m e n t to  th e  Press th a t 
"These pe rsons [m e a n in g  r ic h  la n d lo rd s ] are ru n n in g  a p a ra lle l 
g o v e rn m e n t o f th e ir  ow n. The h ig h  pow ered co m m itte e  had , 
the re fo re , recom m ended th a t a ll areas in  possession  o f these 
benam is s h o u ld  be seized and  specia l po lice  force posted in  th e  
area fo r the  p ro te c tio n  o f those w ho  fie ld  c o m p la in ts  a g a in s t 

benamis."

M ahadev G u p ta  fu r th e r  sa id , "I a m  conv in ce d  th a t i t  is  n o t 
poss ib le  to free the  la n d  fro m  these r ic h  benamis and a llo t i t  to  the  
la n d le ss  by  the  n o rm a l go ve rn m e n t process. F o rc ib le  se izu re  o f 
la n d  by  o rg a n is in g  the  la nd less  to m eet th e  a rm e d  a tta c k  o f the  
r ic h  la n d lo rd s  e ffec tive ly  is  the  o n ly  w ay o u t."  (Patriot).

P olice Rule in Ganganagar D istrict of Rajasthan

Leaders o f the  C P I, CPM and  the SSP, have in  a m e m o ra n d u m  
to  C h ie f M in is te r  S u k h a d ia  a nd  Hom e M in is te r  D. L. Vyas alleged 
th a t  "The police is re s o rtin g  to  a tro c it ie s  on p o lit ic a l w o rk e rs , to 
serve the  in te re s ts  o f b ig  la n d lo rd s , feuda l e lem ents , sm ugg le rs , 

and  h e n ch m e n  o f som e m in is te rs ."

O n A u g u s t 27 , T a ra  S ingh  w as severe ly bea ten  b y  the  po lice  
t i l l  he becam e u n co n sc io u s . W hen a v illa g e r ob jected  to  th is , he 
w as  a lso  a ssau lted  w ith  canes by the  po lice . L a te r in  th e  even ing , 
T a ra  S ingh  w as h a n d c u ffe d  a nd  paraded  ba re -foo ted  in  A n u p g a rh  
to w n  "At m a n y  p laces in  the  tow ns, h e n ch m e n  o f the  po lice  th re w  
d u s t on h is  face and he w as in s u lt  ed in  fro n t o f the  shop  o f a b ig  
la n d lo rd , w ho  w as accused by  Le ft p a rtie s  o f h a v in g  ille g a lly  
u s u rp e d  la n d  in  the  R a ja s th a n  C ana l area  in  the  nam e o f la n d le ss  

persons.

W hen  the  sta te  CPI S ecre ta ry , R am a N anda  A garw a l. M LA, 
SSP leader K e d a rn a th , M LA, d is t r ic t  SSP S ecre ta ry  M ahadev 
P rasad, d is t r ic t  K isan  S abha  P res iden t a nd  CPM leader S heopa l 
S in g h , w e n t to  the  A n u p g a rh  po lice s ta tio n , th e y  w ere n o t a llow ed
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to  m ee t T a ra  S ingh .

T he  m e m o ra n d u m  re p o rte d  th a t as m a n y  as 33  m u rd e rs  
a n d  o th e r  h e in o u s  c r im e s  w ere c o m m itte d  d u r in g  A u g u s t a lone, 
b y  la n d lo rd s  an d  th e ir  g a n g s te rs  (Patriot, S e p te m b e r 24 , 1970).

Landlords and the governm ent are on warpath  
against agricultural labour and sm all peasant :

(1) Landless evicted  in Assam : N ea rly  7 ,0 0 0  land less  
la b o u re rs  w h o  had occup ied  a nd  c u lt iv a te d  70 th o u s a n d  b ighas  
o f c u lt iv a b le  w a s te la n d  u n d e r  a fo re s t reserve, in  n o r th  K a m ru  
d is t r ic t  in  A ssam .have  been fo rc ib ly  ev ic ted by  th e  g o v e rn m e n t in  
N ovem ber - D ecem ber o f 1970.

It  w as re p o rte d  th a t the  houses o f these ru ra l poo r have been 
b u rn t dow n . S ta n d in g  c ro p  - paddy, ju te ,  and o th e r c ro p s  were 
des troyed . T he  va lu e  o f the  c ro p  destroyed  is  e s tim a te d  a t a b o u t 
Rs. one cro re .

T he  ev ic ted  peasan ts  were even p h y s ic a lly  a s s a u lte d  and  a 
large n u m b e r  o f th e m  a rres ted .

E a r lie r , a large n u m b e r o f la nd less  p easan ts  w ere evicted 
fro m  a n o th e r  resem e u n d e r  N a lb a ri s u b -d iv is io n  o f the  sam e 
d is t r ic t  (New Age, D ecem ber 6. 1970).

(2) Landlord shoots at peasants : In  a b id  to re ta in  th e ir  
illega l o c c u p a tio n  o f C h a ir  M a zru a  la n d s  a nd  to ev ic t the  share  
c ro p p e rs  fro m  these h o ld in g s , th e  la n d lo rd s  in  d iffe re n t p a rts  o f 
B ih a r  s ta te  have m o u n te d  v io le n t a tta c k s  on poo r peasan ts  and  
la n d le ss  la b o u re rs .

In  W a risn a g a r, in  D a rb h a n g a  d is tr ic t ,  a n o to r io u s  la n d lo rd  
R am  B b a g a t opened fire  on peasan ts , fro m  in s id e  h is  house , w h ile  
severa l th o u s a n d  po o r p easan ts  an d  a g r ic u ltu ra l w o rk e rs  were 
re tu rn in g  a fte r  o c c u p y in g  a p lo t o f th e ir  M a z ru a  la n d . L a n d lo rd  
R am  B h a g a t w as try in g  to  re -g ra b  the  C h a ir  M a z ru a  la n d  w h ic h  
w as o ccu p ie d  by the  poo r peasan ts . Ten pe rsons  s u s ta in e d  b u lle t 
in ju r ie s  as a re s u lt  o f the  f ir in g . A ll o f th e m  have been a d m itte d  to  
the  D a rb h a n g a  h o s p ita l. »

E ven  th o u g h  the  m a g is tra te  a nd  the  po lice  w ere  present on 
the  spo t, no im m ediate action was taken against the landlord
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w h e n  he a n d  h is  m en  opened fire  on  th e  peasan ts .

T h o u g h  th e  G o ve rn m e n t is  aw are  o f th e  fac t th a t the 
la n d lo rd s  in  the  s ta te  have co llec ted  a la rge  n u m b e r o f fire  a rm s 
a n d  a m m u n it io n  to  a tta c k  the  peasants, i t  has  fa ile d  to seize those 
a rm s  a nd  ta ke  a c tio n  a g a in s t them . (W h a t else s h o u ld  the 
peasan ts  do except con fisca te  the  a rm s  fro m  th e  la n d lo rd s? ) (New 
Age, S e p te m b e r.21, 1971).

(3) Land struggle volunteer murdered in police custody
: R am  K ish  ore, a 17-year-o ld  land less  la b o u re r  a nd  an a c tiv is t o f 
U. P. K he t M azdoor S abha w as a rres ted  on  A u g u s t 29  fro m  h is  
house  a t the  in s tig a tio n  o f loca l la n d lo rd s  in  M ahagaon  v illage  o f 
P u ra m u ft i d is t r ic t  and to r tu re d  and m u rd e re d  in s id e  the P u ra m u fti 
po lice  s ta tio n .

R am  K isho re 's  b ro th e r, D a k h i P rasad, s ta te s  in  h is  le tte r  to 
the  C h ie f M in is te r  th a t w hen  he v is ite d  th e  po lice  s ta tio n , on 
A u g u s t 30. the  s ta tio n  o ffice r in fo rm e d  h im  th a t  h is  b ro th e r  w o u ld  
be 'c h a lla n e d ' the  nex t day ; w hen  he w e n t to  the  c o u r t the  next 
day to  get h im  o u t on b a il, he d id  n o t f in d  h is  b ro th e r  there : w hen  
aga in  he w en t to the  police s ta tio n  the  n e x t day he w as inform ec 
th a t  h is  b ro th e r  w as se n t to N a in i ja i l .  T he  fo llo w in g  day w h e n  l i t  
w e n t a ll the  w ay to  N a in i ja i l ,  he w as in fo rm e d  th a t  no such  person 
had  been k e p t in  th a t ja i l .  A ga in  on S e p tem be r 4, he w e n t to 
P u ra m u ft i po lice s ta tio n , to f in d  the  dead b o d y  o f h is  b ro th e r.

It  w as c le a r th a t Ram  K ishore , w h o  w as a H a r ija n  by caste, 
had been m u rd e re d  a t the  in s ta n ce  o f la n d lo rd s  w ho  co u ld  no t 
to le ra te  a H a r ija n  p o lit ic a l w o rk e r in  th e ir  area.

(4) Gujarat Harijans evicted : Som e H a r ija n  fa m ilie s  o f 
G ira j v illa g e  in  J u n a g a d h  d is tr ic t  in  G u ja ra t h ad  acqu ired  some 
la n d s  fo r  c u lt iv a t io n . B u t  the  la n d lo rd s  b e lo n g in g  to  h ig h e r castes 
w ere  n o t ready to  a llow  th e m  to  c u lt iv a te  th e  la n d s . The)' s ta rte d  
to  h a ra ss  th e m , and  f in a lly  w ith  the  h e lp  o f a n ti-s o c ia l e lem ents  
th e  la n d s  o f the  H a r ija n  fa m ilie s  were fo rc ib ly  occup ied . Aft e r tw o 
yea rs , the  M a m la td a r  decided th e  case in  fa v o u r o f th e  H a rija n s  
o rd e r in g  th a t the  la n d s  sh o u ld  be h a n d e d  ove r to  them .

D esp ite  th e  o rd e r o f the  M a m la td a r, the  H a rija n s  co u ld  n o t 
ge t th e  la n d s  fo r  c u lt iv a tio n . O n the  o th e r h a n d , th e y  were 
th re a te n e d  th a t, i f  th e y  d id  n o t leave the  v illa g e  w ith in  th ree  days, 
th e y  w o u ld  be w ip e d  o u t. W hen the  he lp  o f the  po lice  w as sough t,
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th e y  w ere  adv ised  by th e  po lice  o ffic ia l th a t  i t  w o u ld  be b e tte r fo r 
th e m  to  leave the  v illage , w ith  the  re s u lt, u lt im a te ly  150 H a rija n s  
in c lu d in g  w om en  a nd  c h ild re n  had to  evacua te  the  v illage .

T h u s  d is t r ib u t io n  o f g o ve rn m e n t la n d  to  th e  la n d le ss  is  a 
fa rce  des igned  to  deceive the  poor. A ll over th e  co u n try ' the  m os t 
fe r t ile  la n d  has been a llo tte d  m o s tly  to  g o v e rn m e n t o ffic ia ls , ru lin g  
p a r ty  m em bers , and  to  la n d lo rd s . Poor and  la n d le s s  peasan ts  
o c c u p y in g  these la n d s  w ere  fo rc ib ly  ev ic ted  to  m ake  room  fo r th is  
gentry '.

In  these c o n fro n ta tio n s  be tw een the  p o o r a nd  the  r ich , we 
w itn e s s  in s ta n c e s  o f a scene o f b ru ta lit ie s  enacted  by the n o n 
v io le n t, t r u th  lov ing , god fea ring , s o c ia lis t reg im e u n d e r the 
b r i l l ia n t  le a d e rsh ip  o f the  m os t p o p u la r  P rim e M in is te r , S h r im a ti 
In d ira  G a n d h i. It is  repo rted  th a t  c o m p la in ts  to  (he  po lice  a g a in s t 
la n d lo rd  g a n g s te r is m  has  evoked no response. O n th e  o th e r hand , 
th e  po lice , too, have sh o w n  them se lves  to  be p a rt and parce l o f 
la n d lo rd  g a n g s te rism . Even an SSP leade r w as  forced to  a n n o u n ce  
: "I am  co n v in ce d  th a t i t  is  n o t poss ib le  to  free the  la n d  fro m  these 
r ic h  benam is  and  a llo t it to  the  la nd less  by the  n o rm a l G ove rnm en t 
process. F o rc ib le  se izu re  o f la n d  by  o rg a n is in g  the  la nd less  to  m eet 
th e  a rm e d  a tta c k  o f the  r ic h  la n d lo rd s  e ffec tive ly  is  the  o n ly  w ay 
o u t."

T he  t r u th  th a t "p o w e r g ro w s  ou t o f  the  b a rre l o f  the g u n "  is 
be in g  fo rc ib ly  ta u g h t to  th e  la n d le ss  la b o u re rs  and  poor peasants  
by su ch  b it te r  experiences a ll over the coun try '.

H is to r ic a l experience  and  the  ob jec tive  c o n d it io n s  o f today, 
in c lu d in g  the  po lic ies  im p le m e n te d  by the  ru lin g  p a rty  proves 
aga in  a nd  aga in  th a t la n d  re fo rm s  can  be honestly ' im p le m e n te d  
only' w h e n  the  ru ra l poo r are  o rgan ised  to  take  cou rage  in to  th e ir  
h a n d s  an d  d is tr ib u te  the  la n d  a m o n g s t them se lves  by  force.

AGRICULTURAL LABOUR

A g r ic u ltu ra l w o rk e rs  c o n s itu te  th e  s in g le  b iggest sec tion  o f 
o u r  c o u n tiy ''s  p o u la tio n  - 12 c ro res  o u t  o f  44  c ro re s  a cco rd in g  to 
th e  1961 ce n su s  - 25 p e rc e n t o f the  to ta l p o p u la tio n , o r o n e - th ird  
o f  th e  ru ra l p o p u la tio n . T h e y  are th e  m o s t exp lo ited , s o c ia lly  
oppressed se c tio n  o f o u r  people in  m a n y  respects , trea ted  worse 
th a n  the  Negroes in  A m e rica  o r the  B la c k s  in  S o u th  A fr ica .

T he  a g r ic u ltu ra l policy' o f the  G o ve rn m e n t, the  sy'stem o f 
d is t r ib u t in g  c re d it as w e ll as h ig h  y ie ld in g  seeds, fe rtilis e rs , 
pesli* . ius. has o n ly  he lped  the  in te n s if ic a t io n  a nd  the p o la r is a tio n  
be tw een haves a nd  h a ve -n o ts  in  the  ru ra l sys tem . W h a teve r be the 
ta lk  o f i he g o ve rn m e n t in  re la tio n  to  la n d  re fo n u s , the  h u n d re d s  
o fc ro re s  o f loans  fro m  I.D .A . (the  a ffilia te  o f W o rld  B ank) to va r io u s  
s ta te  g o ve rn m e n ts  fo r d is t r ib u t io n  o f tra c to rs , com b ines , o il 
eng ines, e le c tr ic  m o to rs , a nd  o th e r necess itie s  o f th e  ru ra l r ich , 
w il l  in  a c tio n  only' m ean  g re a te r c o n c e n tra tio n  o f la n d  and  re s u lt 
in  g ro w th  o f a g r ic u ltu ra l la b o u r  in  the  ru ra l areas.

These econom ic  fa c ilit ie s  do n o t reach th e  s m a ll fa rm e rs  and  
"m a n y  o f th e  s m a ll fa n n e rs  b e lo n g in g  to  th e  H a r ija n  c o m m u n ity ' 
a re  n o t aw are  o f the  fa c ilit ie s  by' the  e x te n s io n  agency. Loans g iven  
u n d e r  the  in te n s ive  m a n u fa c tu r in g  schem e o f th e  s a m ith i rarely ' 
reach  the  s m a ll c u lt iv a to rs  w ho  s u ffe r  fro m  soc ia l d is a b ilit ie s .”

( "A g r ic u ltu ra l D eve lopm ent a n d  S m a ll F a rm ers  : A Study of 
Andhra Pradesh", G ogu la  P a rth a s a ra th y  : A n d h ra  U n iv e rs ity  1971, 
Page 68).

W here  the  new  te c h n iq u e s  have ta k e n  roo t, la n d  p rices  have 
r is e n  th ree , fo u r  o r  even five tim e s  and  la n d -o w n e rs , espec ia lly  the  
b ig  ones, are in  no  m ood to  sha re  w ith  o th e rs  th e  b e n e fits  b ro u g h t 
by' b e tte r  fa rm in g  m e th o d s . T h e ir  a tte m p t is  to  ge t r id  o f te n a n ts  
a lto g e th e r and resum e  la n d  fo r  so -ca lled  s e lf-c u lt iv a tio n , m a k in g  
use o f the  v ir tu a lly ' u n lim ite d  s u p p ly  o f h ire d  la b o u r. T e n a n ts  are 
in  th is  w ay b e in g  reduced  to the  p o s it io n  o f la n d le ss  la b o u re rs .

T he  increase  in  n u m b e rs  o f the  ru ra l la b o u re rs , w h ic h  is 
m a in ly ' a g r ic u ltu ra l la b o u r, is  a g ro w in g  phe n o m e n o n  in  In d ia  
today.


