
WHITE TERROR

M o s t p a rts  o f In d ia  are liv in g  in  ih e  m id s t o f te r ro r  ie l loose 
b y  th e  la n d lo rd s  a n d  th e ir  gangs in  the  ru ra l areas. A  few  exam ples 
co lle c te d  fro m  the  respectab le  Press w ere c ite d  to sh o w  the 
g ro w in g  fe ro c ity  o f feuda l la n d lo rd is m  in  In d ia . I have n o t so fa r 
h e a rd  o f a n y  severe a c tio n  ta k e n  by  the  g o v e rn m e n t a g a in s t th e m  
exce p t in  the  case o f one o r tw o  w hen  th e y  w ere ve ry  respec tab ly  
ta k e n  in to  c u s to d y  to  te m p o ra r ily  assuage th e  c o m m o tio n  th a t 
w a s  a p p a re n tly  v is ib le  a t the  in a c tio n  o f the  g o ve rn m e n t. Never 
h a s  one com e across a po lice  p a rty  ra id in g  the  houses o f la n d lo rd s  
w h o  have been respons ib le  fo r h id e o u s  c r im e s  c o m m itte d  b y  th e m  
a g a in s t the  ru ra l poor. B u t. in  a d d it io n  to  the  v io lence  le t loose by 
th e  la n d lo rd s , the  g o '^ rn m e n t has p ro c la im e d  w ho le  d is t r ic ts  and 
la rge  areas as - "d is tu rb e d  a re a s " a nd  hand e d  th e m  over to  the  
C e n tra l Reserve Police and in  som e a reas to  the  a rm y  itse lf. A nd  
t i l  is  g o ve rn m e n t, w h ic h  sw ears b y  th e  C o n s t itu t io n  has every h o u r  
a n d  even>' m in u te  o f every day been a c tin g  open ly , u n s c ru p u lo u s ly  
a n d  u n a s h a m e d ly  a g a in s t th e  C o n s titu t io n .

I had  b ro u g h t to th e  n o tice  o f  the  c o u r t  how  the  bou rg e o is - 
la n d lo rd  g o v e rn m e n t b roke  th ro u g h  th e  le g a lity  o f  the  G ir i ja n  
s tru g g le  a nd  adop ted  a ll the  ille g a l m e thods . W hen the  g o ve rn m e n t 
fo u n d  th a t " th is  g ro w th  go ing  w ith o u t  in te r ru p t io n  u n t i l  o f i ts e lf  it  
g e ts  beyond  th e  c o n tro l o f the  ru lin g  g o v e rn m e n ta l sys tem ," and 
f in d in g  th a t th is  s tru g g le  is  g e ttin g  " f irm  m u sc le s  and  rosy 
ch e e ks  and  lo o k  lik e  e te rn a l life ." " th e n  n o th in g  else is  f in a lly  le ft 
fo r  th e m  b u t  them se lves  to  b re a k  th ro u g h  th is  le g a lity  so fa ta l to  
th e m ."  (Engels). B reach  o f the  C o n s titu t io n "  w ith o u t  p ro c la im in g  
i t  becam e the  p o lic y  o f  th e  g o ve rn m e n t. As E nge ls  has  sa id , "if, 
th e re fo re , y o u  b re a k  th e  c o n s t itu t io n  o f th e  R eich, th e n  S oc ia l 
D e m o cra cy  is  free a nd  can  do ." ("Introduction to the Class Struggles in 
France" K a r l M a rx  : "Selected Works", V o lu m e  1 Law rence  and 
W is h a r t  Pages 189 and  190).

I t  is  m y  d u ty  now  to  sh o w  to the  c o u r t  how  g o ve rn m e n t 
h a s  been b re a k in g  th ro u g h  th e  c o n s t itu t io n a l lacade to  create  
te r ro r  to  subm erge  g ro w th  o f  th e  re v o lu tio n a ry  tide  sw eep ing  the  
c o u n try .  Le t m e re c o u n t a few  exam p les  o f th e  c r im in a l a c tio n s  o f 
th e  g o v e rn m e n t in  a few  s ta tes , before  we e n u m e ra te  the  fa s c is t 
m e th o d s  adop ted  in  o u r  s ta te .
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KERALA

"R e p o rt a lle g in g  th a t K u n n ik a lite  leader, A. Verghese d ied  
w h ile  in  po lice  c u s to d y  have s t ir re d  on  u g ly  ru m b le , w h ic h  
th re a te n s  to  b lo w  u p  in to  a b ig  sca n d a l."

"Po lice  sou rces  c la im  he w as k il le d  in  a n  e n co u n te r. The 
loca l peop le  have, how ever, a d iffe re n t story' to  te ll. Verghese, 
a cc o rd in g  to  th e m , w as re p o rte d ly  s leep ing  in  a h u t  w hen  he w as 
s u rp r is e d  by  th e  po lice . Verghese d id  n o t o ffte r  a n y  res is tance . He 
w as a rre s te d  ne a r M a n a to d y  on the  m o rn in g  o f F eb rua ry ' 18, i t  is 
re p o rte d ."

"M a n y  tr ib a ls  allege th a t V erghese, w as  tie d  w ith  a rope and  
dragged across  the  h i l ly  tra c t. T h a t e ven ing  cam e the  s h o c k in g  
new s o f h is  d e a th .”

"The cause  o f h is  dea th  c a lls  fo r  a n  im m e d ia te  h ig h -leve l 
p robe  i f  o n ly  to  a lla y  th e  u n e a sy  s u s p ic io n s  in  th e  m in d s  o f the  
people, e spec ia lly  th e  tr ib a ls  a m o n g  w h o m  he lived  and  w o rked  
d u r in g  tire  la s t tw o  yea rs  o f h is  life ." (Blitz : M a rch  7, 1970).

T h is  g ruesom e in c id e n t in  K e ra la  loch, p iuce  " " H e r  the 
b e n ig n  ru le  o f A c h u ta  M enon, the  C h ie f o f  K e ra la  C o m m u n is t 
P a rty  (R ev is ion is t) ; the  m in im u m  th a t  one expected o f th is  
g o v e rn m e n t w as the  im m e d ia te  in s t i tu t io n  o fa c o m m itte e  to probe 
in to  th is  g h a s tly  in c id e n t. B u t p ro b a b ly  to  prove h is  lo ya lty  to the  
ru lin g  C ongress w h ic h  seated h im  in  pow er a nd  to  save the  o th e r 
g o v e rn m e n ts  in  o th e r s ta tes  fro m  e m b a rra s s m e n t, the  R e v is ion is t- 
led  g o ve rn m e n t, as a ll o th e r gove rn m e n ts  o f o th e r s ta tes, condoned 
th is  savagery'.

PUNJAB

T he  fo llo w in g  new s a p p e a rin g  aga in  m  B litz is  a re p lie s  o f 
w h a t has  been h a p p e n in g  a ll over th e  co u n try ', excep t th a t  the  
leade rs  o f a ll th e  im p o r ta n t p a rtie s  - C o m m u n is t P ^ rty  o f In d ia  
(R ev is ion is t), a nd  M a rx is t C o m m u n is t P a rty  (N eo-R evis ion is t), 
a lo n g  w ith  th e  C h ie f o f the  P ro - In d ira  C ongress, a n d  a le a d ing  
A k a li reader - dem anded  a ju d ic ia l  p robe. O f cou rse , i t  never w as 
h e ld  a n d  th e  d e m a n d  w a s  le ft to  d ie  a  n a tu ra l dea th .

"The s to ry  sp read  by  the  R o p a r po lice , th a t  th e  dea th  o f the
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soca lled  N a x a lite s  w as  the  re s u lt  o f th e ir  e n c o u n te r w ith  a po lice 
c o n tin g e n t seem s u n c o n v in c in g ."

"A cco rd in g  to  the  S u p e r in te n d e n t o f Police o f th a t  d is tr ic t ,  
five pe rsons D ilb a ra s in g h  R a s h id p u r, U jja r  S ingh  D a d ow a li, 
B a lw a n th  S ingh  K her, D aya s in g h  K h a rw a r, and  H a r i S ingh  
M a r ig in d p u r , w ere  k il le d  in  an  engagem ent w ith  th e  po lice  p a rty , 
headed b y  th e  S. P., h im se lf. The in c id e n t re p o rte d ly  o cc u rre d  on 
the  m o rn in g  M a rch  26 , s ix  m ile s  fro m  R opar."

"Blitz le a rn s  th a t  a ll the  five pe rsons  w ere ro u n d e d  u p  by  the  
po lice  the  p re v io u s  n ig h t fro m  th e ir  respective  hom es."

"F o r in s ta n ce , P rita m  S ingh  o f B a n d o w a li v illage , alleged 
th a t  h is  b ro th e r, U jja r  S ingh  and  h is  fa th e r, S w a ra n  S in g h  were 
ta ke n  aw ay fro m  th e ir  v illage  a t 8 p .m . on  M a rch  25  b y  a ra id in g  

po lice  p a rty ."

"P rita m  S ingh  se n t a te leg ram , tw o  h o u rs  la te r, to  the 
G overnor, the  In s p e c to r G enera l o f Police and  th e  A d d it io n a l 
In s p e c to r G enera l o f Police in fo rm in g  th e m  o f th e ir  a rre s t. T he  post 
a nd  te leg raph  d e p a rtm e n t c e rtif ie d  th e  despa tch  o f th e  te leg ram  
a t the  in d ic a te d  h o u r."

"O ne o f those  k ille d , M r. H a ri S ingh  M a rg in d p u r, w as an 80  
- ye a r o ld  vet e ra n  o f th e  freedom  m ovem en t, w as a d ia b e tic  p a tie n t, 
a nd  co u ld  n o t be expected to  have p a r t ic ip a t ed in  g u e r illa  act iv ities .

M r. A v ta r  S ingh  M a lh o tra , S ecre ta ry  o f the  CPI. M r. S a tw a n t 
■S ingh , CPM leader, G ia n i Z a il S ingh , C h ie f o f th e  p ro - In d ira  
P u n ja b  C ongress, M r. A ja ib  S ingh  a le a d in g  A k a li leade r o f R opa r 
d is t r ic t  p resen ted  m e m o ra n d u m s  to  th e  C h ie f M in is te r  and  the 
G o ve rn o r to  b r in g  to  h is  n o tice  th e  w id e ly -h e ld  s u s p ic io n  and 
d e m a n d in g  a ju d ic a l p robe ." (Blitz : A p r il 18, 1970).

W E S T  B E N  G A L

W est B enga l h a s  becom e the  ce n tre  o f  m o s t unbe lie va b le  
a tro c it ie s  c o m m itte d  on  th e  la rg e s t scale. T he  fo llo w in g  new s is  a 
m ass - scale savagery.

Frontier, in  its  issue o f M ay 23 , 1970 re p o rts  as fo llow s  : 
"A b o u t 2 ,0 0 0  N a xa lite s  are re p o rte d  to  have been a rre s te d  by the  
po lice  in  tw o  m o n th s  o f P re s id e n t's  ru le  in  W est B enga l ...... Its
re lu c ta n c e  to  d ivu lg e  the  nam es o f those  a rre s te d , e sp e c ia lly  o f the
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'to p ' le a d e rs  w h o  are c la im ed  to  have been  c a u g h t in  the  d ragne t, 
m ay  have m ore  s in is te r  im p lic a tio n s . N o rm a lly , th e  nam es s h o u ld  
have been a n n o u n c e d  g le e fu lly ; G o ve rn m e n ts  a re  n o t kn o w n  fo r 
reserve w h e n  c o lle c tio n  o f k u d o s  is  invo lved . T he  s e lf de n ia l m ay  
m ean  th a t  i t  does n o t w a n t th e  p u b lic  to  k n o w  w h o  have fa llen  in to  
po lice  c lu tc h e s  so th a t  i t  m ay n o t have to  a n sw e r fo r  the  fate th a t 
m ay o ve rta ke  som e o f them . T he  h o r r id  ta le s  o f to r tu re  in  police 
c u s to d y  th a t  are c irc u la t in g  sugges t th a t  the re  is  need fo r such  
p re c a u tio n s . T h e y  have com e to  l ig h t because the  g o v e rn m e n t has 
n o t been ab le  to  p reven t b a il to a ll. B u t  the re  m u s t be u n to ld  
s to rie s  a lso; fo r  people su d d e n ly  w h is k e d  aw ay a n d  de ta ined  in  
secrecy c a n n o t te ll th e ir  ta les, n o r dead m en ."

"The g o v e rn m e n t is no t y e t done w ith  th e  ro u n d -u p . A rre s ts  
are c o n tin u in g ."

T h e re  can  be no  c o u n t as to  how  m a n y  te n s  o f th o u s a n d s  
have been a rre s te d  in  B enga l so fa r, as to  th e  th o u s a n d s  o f th e m  
to r tu re d  a n d  f in a lly  m u rd e re d . A ll those  consc ience  - s tr ic k e n  
d e m o cra ts  w h o  shed te a rs  a t th e  b ru ta lit ie s  in  E as t B enga l 
c o m m itte d  b y  d ic ta to r  Y ahya K h a n , have n o t u tte re d  one w ord  o f 
p ro te s t a t the  S ta te  te r ro r is m  a g a in s t tens  o f th o u s a n d s  o f people 
in  W est B enga l p ro b a b ly  because the re  is  a d iffe rence  betw een 
d e m o c ra tic  to r tu re  a nd  d ic ta to r ia l te r ro r  !!

A ga in , in  its  issue o f J u n e  6. 1970. Frontier re p o rte d  th a t  "the  
tre a tm e n t th e y  m ete o u t to  m o s t o f  the  a rre s te d  is  b a rb a ro u s . Meet 
som e o f t  hose w h o  had been re leased on b a il, a n d  th e y  w il l  te ll you  
w h a t is  h a p p e n in g . The d e ta ils  are  s ic k e n in g . T he  B e rham pore  
in c id e n t la s t w eek b ro u g h t to  l ig h t  the  to r tu re  o f an  a rres ted  
g o v e rn m e n t em ployee. I f  one th in k s  th a t th e  a rre s ts  have, in  m ost 
cases, a n y th in g  to  do w ith  sp e c ific  charges, one is  liv in g  in .a w o rld  
o f h is  o w n ."

"The po lice  re p re ss io n  in  the  c o u n try s id e  is  im m ense ."

A  le tte r  p u b lis h e d  in  Frontier d a ted  27, 1970, fro m  several 
m o th e rs  o f u n d e r t r ia l p r is o n e rs  in  M id n a p o re  C e n tra l J a il g ives 
o u t th e  c o n s p ira to r ia l b ru ta l i ty  p e rp e tra te d  in  th e  ja i ls  w here  
re v o lu tio n a r ie s  are  lodged in  W est B enga l.T he  le t te r  - p a r t o f i t  - 
is  as fo llo w s  :

"A fte r the  in c id e n t in v o lv in g  N a xa lite  p r is o n e rs  and  M r. 
D aben  D as, M .L .A ., w h o  used  to  v is i t  th e  ja i l ,  we m ade repeated
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a tte m p ts  to  see o u r  sons, b u t  a ll o u r  e n tre a tie s  w ere  re jec ted . M ost 
o f  th e  in ju re d  are in  ja i l  h o s p ita l. A cco rd in g  to  o ld  co n v ic ts , 4 0 0  are 
s e rio u s ly  in ju re d , 80  are be ing  g iven oxygen and b lood  tra n s fu s io n . 
F ro m  the  noon o f J u n e  16, we have seen c a r lo a d s  o f d o c to rs  and 
bandages and  m e d ic in e s  go in g  in s id e  th e ja il .  The E a s te rn  F ro n tie r  
R ifles  m en w ere ca lle d  in to  b ea t u p  the  p risone rs . W h y  c a n 't  we see 
o u r  c h ild re n ? "

I w o n d e r w h e th e r in  the  period  o f c o lo n ia l reg im e a t a n y  tim e  
a nd  in  any  p rov ince , th e  a rm y  w as ca lled  in to  th e ja i l  to  b e a t up  
th e  p risone rs . T h a t w as a c o lo n ia l reg im e and I fo rge t th is  is  a 
d e m o c ra tic  reg im e 1 In  dem ocracy  m o th e rs  have no  r ig h t  to ask  to 
see th e ir  c h ild re n !

So, fu r th e r  a rra n g e m e n ts  were m ade to s h if t  som e h u n d re d s  
o f d e te n u s  lro m  W est B enga l to  ja i ls  in  fa r-w a y  places, lik e  T a m il 
N adu and K era la , c u t t in g  th e m  o ff  fro m  th e ir  fa m ilie s . People's 
Democracy, J a n u a ry  16, 1972, p u b lis h e d  th a t "h a n d c u ffe d  and 
b o u n d  to g e the r b y  coarse  rope, these d e te n u s  w ere  s u b je c te d  to a 
b ru ta l po lice  la th i cha rge  in  f ro n t  o f the  m a in  gate  o f the  C ud d a lo re  
ja i l  in  T a m il N adu. Severa l w ere  in ju re d  and  severa l w ere tra m p le d  
u p o n ."

W h a t is  the  d iffe re n ce  be tw een  Nazi p r is o n s  fo r Je w s  and  * 
In d ia n  p ris o n s  fo r N axa lites !

Raid on U niversity Campus

N o th in g  is sa c ro sa n c t. T em p les  o f le a rn in g  are no m a tte rs  o f 
co n c e rn  fo r b ru te  force. The fo llw o in g  new s fro m  th e  'respectab le ' 
New Age w h ic h  f irm ly  s u p p o rts  In d ira  G a n d h i and h e r progresssive 
p a rty , gives a g lim p se  o f how  B enga l has  been tre a te d  b y  C e n tra l 
Reserve Police - th e  a rm y  o f o c c u p a tio n  :

"The CRP m e n  have aga in  ru n  a m u ck . O n  J u ly  24, they  

ra ided  the J a d a v p u r U n iv e rs ity  cam pus, f ir in g  and beating  teachers, 
s tu d e n ts  a nd  em ployees o f th e  u n iv e rs ity  a t ra n d o m . At least 160 
pe rsons, in c lu d in g  th re e  g ir ! s tu d e n ts  have been s e rio u s ly  in ju re d  
a n d  had  to  be rem oved to  h o s p ita l."

"B .C . K u n d a , D e p u ty  R e g is tra r o f the  U n iv e rs ity , to ld  
re p o rte rs , th a t  th e re  w as a b so lu te ly  no  p ro vo ca tio n  fro m  the 
s tu d e n ts  a n d  th e  s ta f f . ”

"The s tu d e n ts  w ere  h a v in g  m e e tin g  in  the  a d m in is tra tiv e
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b u ild in g  to  d is c u s s  som e q u e s tio n  re g a rd in g  th e ir  e x a m in a tio n . 
T he  s ta f f  w ere  a lso  h a v in g  a sepa ra te  m e e tin g  in  a n o th e r w in g ."

"W ith o u t a n y  w a rn in g  th e  CRP m en  a tta c k e d  the  cam pus . 
T h e y  cam e in  th re e  g ro u p s , en te red  the  m e e tin g  h a lls , and  
m e rc ile s s ly  a ssu a lte d  w hoeve r th e y  co u ld  la y  th e ir  h a n d s  on ."

"W h ile  the  law  a n d  o rd e r s itu a t io n  has  gone w orse, a fte r 

severa l b a ta llio n s  o f CRP have been b ro u g h t in to  the  sta te , the  
CRP are  b e h a v in g  like  a n  a rm y  o f o c c u p a tio n ."

"O n ly  re c e n tly  th e y  w e n t on ram page  a t D u rg a p u r. T hey 
have k ille d  a p re g n a n t w o m a n  a t H a m n ip o ta  a nd  raped a n u m b e r 

o f w om en  a t J a rm a jg ra m ."

A n  a rm y  o f o c c u p a tio n  is su p re m e  in  its  pow er. I t  is  above 
every n o n n  o f co m m o n  m o ra lity .  Us su p re m e  ta s k  is to save 
dem ocracy  a nd  th e  ru le  o f the  c o n s t itu t io n . In  the  process, even 
i f  the  c o n s t itu t io n  is  b u r ie d  h u n d re d  fa th o m s  deep, is  no t its  
co n ce rn . A fte r  a ll, the In d ia n  ru lin g  c lass  is  a successo r o f the  
B r it is h  c o lo n ia l pow er. A ll its  t ra d it io n s  are its  ow n. J a llia n w a la  
B agh w as one o f su ch  few  tra d it io n s . The fo llo w in g  new s fro m  Blitz 
: da ted  S ep tem be r 12, 1970 is  o f g rea t im p o rta n c e  to  give a 

w a rn in g  o f th e  shape o f th in g s  to  com e :

'M iniature Jallianw ala Bagh Enacted'

"F ive re tire d  s e n io r g o v e rn m e n t o ff ic ia ls  w ere m ade to  s ta n d  

w ith  th e ir  h a n d s  ra ised on  a s o u th  C a lc u tta  s tree t last w eek; a t 
D u m  D u m , a th a n a  o ffic ia l w as m a n -h a n d le d ; and  a t D u rg a p u r  
o ffic ia ls  o f H in d u s ta n  Steel w e re  b ro u g h t o u t ol th e ir  ca rs  and 
in s u lte d . The oppress ive  force in  a ll these cases w as the  C e n tra l 
Reserve Police, New D e lh i's  a rm y  o f o c c u p a tio n  in  W est B enga l."

"The G o ve rn m e n t se n io r o ffic ia ls  m a ke  i t  p la in  th a t th e y  

hav<’ no c o n tro l over th e  CRP w h o  behave as il W est B enga l was 

a co lo n y  o f the  C en tre ."

"A n  a c c o u n t g iven  by  a C a lc u tta  c o rp o ra tio n  a ld e rm a n  
revea ls  th e  s itu a t io n . He ha d  ju s t  re tu rn e d  hom e in  s o u th  C a lc u tta  
w h e n  c ries  o f w om en  w ere  hea rd . T hey  w ere s h o u tin g , "We are 
b e a te n  b y  th e  po lice ." P a n ic -s tr ic k e n , a few  en te red  h is  house . 
O u ts id e , m a le  vo ices w ere h e a rd  u t te r in g  f i l th y  abuses."

"C o m in g  o u t o f  h is  h ouse , th e  a ld e rm a n  fo u n d  th a t  a 
c u s to m s  o ffic ia l, w h o  w as h is  n e ig h b o u r, h a d  been b a d ly  bea ten
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u p  to g e th e r w ith  h is  1 4 -yea r-o ld  son. T he  b ru te s  ha d  a lso  forced 
open the do o r o f a n e a rb y  house  and  m e rc ile ss ly  a s s a u lte d  some 
y o u n g  people liv in g  the re ."

"W h a t happene d  n e x t w a s  even m ore  g ruesom e. A t a house 
b e lo n g in g  to  a re tire d  d is t r ic t  ju d g e , a g ro u p  o f e ld e rly  people were 
p la y in g  ca rds . The CRP p e rso n n e l en te red  th is  house  a lso  and 
b e a t th e m  desp ite  p ro tes ts . T he  e ld e rly  people to g e th e r w ith  some 
o th e rs  w ere fo rc ib ly  ta k e n  to  the  loca l Lhana w he re  th e y  were
forced to s ta n d  w ith  th e ir  h a n d s  ra ised  fo r an  h o u r  .....  CRP
o ffic ia ls  h a d  the  ch e e k  to  d eny  the  w ho le  in c id e n t, a n d  th e n , on 
be in g  pressed by som e new sm en, to  d is m is s  i t  as a m in o r  a ffa ir."

"The dea th , the  n e x t day o f a 2 0 -ye a r-o ld  y o u th  A ban i 
C h a k ra v a rth y , w h o  w a s  a v ic t im  o f the  day 's  o u trage , p roved  the 
w o rth le s s n e s s  o f th e ir  s ta te m e n t.'R e le a se d  fro m  the  th a n a  he 
w e n t to  h is  house, fa in te d  an d  w as rem oved to th e  h o s p ita l w here  
he d ied . A b a n i w as an  em ployee o f a co m m e rc ia l f irm , a nd  w as the 
o n ly  e a rn in g  m em ber o f  h is  fa m ily . As a m a rk  o f p ro te s t, a day's 
b u n d h  w as observed in  the  area ."

"CRP is n o t a lone  in  to r tu r in g  the  people. R ecen tly , a 17- 
y e a r-o ld  y o u th  S a m ir  B ha tLach a rya  w as re p o rte d ly  bea ten  to 
d e a th  in  a n o rth  C a lc u tta  th a n a  w here  he h ad  been ta ke n  fo r 
in te rro g a tio n  fo llo w in g  som e N axa lite  a c tio n  in  the  area. The 
q u e s tio n in g  w as done b y  th e  head  co n s ta b le  and  o th e rs  w h o , i t  is 
sa id  sat on  S a m ir 's  ch e s t and beat h im  w ith  th e ir  f is ts  and  la th is . 
A ll th is  w as  go ing  on  in  the  presence o f the  re s id e n ts  o f the  
n e ig h b o u rin g  bus tees  w hose repeated pleas to po licem en  to  leave 
h im  a lone m et w ith  no response. W h ile  th is  b ru ta l i ty  w as go ing  on 
in  one p a r t o f the  Lhana, th e  b oy 's  u nc le  w as re p o rte d ly  b e in g  to ld  
by  th e  o ffic ia ls  th a t h is  nephew  had  been sen t to  c o u r t  a nd  th a t he 
c o u ld  go the re  and  b a il h im  o u t. Even a fte r the  boy d ied , the 
u n c le 's  a n x io u s  e n q u ir ie s  m e t w ith  the  sam e re p ly ."

"A fte r the  boy h a d  d ied , th e re  w as an  a tte m p t by  the  po lice 
o ffic ia ls  to  d ispose o f th e  bod}'. B u t  the  loca l people ra ised  a hue 
a n d  c iy  a n d  the  w h o le  th in g  cam e in to  the  open."

M a rx  had  sa id  in  "The Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte":

E very  d e m a n d  o f  Llie s im p le s t bourgeo is f in a n c ia l re form , o f  
the  m ost o rd in a ry  lib e ra lism , o f  the m o s tfo rm a l re p u b lica n ism , o f  
the m ost in s ip id  dem ocracy, is  s im u lta n e o u s ly , c a s tig a te d  as  an

White Terror 501

a tte m p t on soc ie ty  a nd  s tig m a tis e d  as  S o c ia lis m . A n d f n a l ly t h e  
h ig h  p r ie s ts  o f 're lig io n  a n d  o rd e r’ them se lves  a re  d r ive n  w ith  k icks  
f r o m  th e ir  P y th ia n  tripods, h o u n d e d  o u t o f  th e ir  beds in  th e d a rlm e s s  
o f  the  n igh t, p u t in  p n s o n  vans, th ro w n  in to  dungeon s  o r sen t in to  
exile ; th e ir  tem p le  is ra ze d  to the  g round , th e ir  m ou ths  a re  sealed, 
th e ir  pen  broken, th e ir la w  to m  to p ieces in the  nam e o f  re lig ion, o f  

p ro p e rty , o f  fa m ily ,  o f  o rde r."

We have no ted  h o w  "s e n io r g o v e rn m e n t o ffic ia ls  w ere m ade 

to  s ta n d  w ith  th e ir  h a n d s  ra ised ", how  " re tire d  d is t r ic t  ju d g e " and 

h is  fr ie n d s  w ere  bea ten  in  th e ir  peace fu l hom es.

New ta c tic s  fo rm  p a rt o f b o u rg e o is  ru le  to  d ro w n  d e m o cra tic  

an d  re vo lu tio n a ry ' fo rces in  b lo o d . J a il k il l in g s  have becom e 
c o m m o n  new s. We had  seen how  p r is o n e rs  in  M id n a p o re  C e n tra l 
J a i l  w ere a s s u lle d  b y  E a s te rn  F ro n tie r  R ides. The fo llo w in g  news 

is  a b o u t A sanso l J a il :

"O n  A u g u s t 5, a t A sanso l J a il,  a w ild  g ro u p  o f m ore  th a n  60  
w a rd e rs  and  po licem en  a tta c k e d  e leven a lleged N a xa lite  p riso n e rs  
w h o  w ere sa id  to  have a tte m p te d  a ja i l  b re a k . T hey w ere beaten  up  
so severe ly th a t  n in e  d ied  on  th e  sp o t a n d  tw o  w ere  ta ke n  to a 

h o s p ita l w ith  severe in ju r ie s .”

"T ill now , 47  p r is o n e rs , a ll a lleged N a xa lite s  have been 
bea ten  to d ea th . The n u m b e r  o f  in ju re d  c o u ld  be m ore  th a n  one 

h u n d re d ."  (B litz, A u g u s t 21, 1971).

’Horrible C onditions in Bihar Jails'

(1) In  the  P a tna  C e n tra l J a il,  the  w a rd e rs  fife d  on an  angry' 

m ob  o f p ris o n e rs  on  J u ly  7, k i l l in g  2 and  in ju r in g  42 . "There were 
ru m o u rs , how ever, th a t m ore  p r is o n e rs  h ad  d ied in  the  f ir in g  and 
th e  ja i l  a u th o r it ie s  had  d isposed  o f th e ir  bod ies ." In  the  melee 16 
p riso n e rs , in c lu d in g  five N axa lites . w ere re p o rte d  to  have escaped.

(2) O n J u ly  25, w a rde rs  opened fire  on p riso n e rs  in  H azaribagh 
C e n tra l J a i l .k i l l in g  25  and  in ju r in g  27. A c c o rd in g  to  re p o rts , the 
w a rd e rs  h a d  to  open fire  to  fa il an  a tte m p t by  the  N axa lite  
p r is o n e rs  to  escape. A  p re lim in a ry  enqu iry ' by  th e  C om m issrone r 
o f C h h o ta n a g p o re  D iv is io n  a n d  D e p u ty  C o m m is s io n e r  o l 
H a za ribagh  has  e s ta b lish e d  th a t  12 o f the  16 p r is o n e rs  k ille d  had 
d ied  n o t fro m  b u lle ts  b u t  fro m  in ju r ie s . T he  p r is o n e rs  k ille d  and 
in ju re d  w ere teenagers. T he  p a re n ts  o f th e  boys  k ille d  w ere
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in fo rm e d  tw o  days la te r  a n d  w ere  n o t a llov/ed  to  c re m a te  the
b o d ie s .......T he re  is  evidence to  sh o w  th a t  the  ja i l  w a rd e rs  and
som e o f the  loya l c o n v ic ts  w ere  n o t g e ttin g  a long  w ith  the  v ic t im s  
w h o  w ere  educa ted  a n d  d id  n o t m e e k ly  s u b m it to  th e  ill- t re a tm e n t 
m e ted  o u t to  th e m  b y  th e  fo rm e r."

(3) "D u r in g  the  la s t one yea r, the re  have been f ir in g s  in  
B h a g a lp u r  a nd  J a m s h e d p u r ja i ls  in  w h ic h  fo u r  p r is o n e rs  were 

k ille d ."  (N axa lite  p riso n e rs  n o t invo lved).

(4) T here  have been d is tu rb a n c e s  in  the  ja i ls  a t R a n ch i, 
D h a n b a d , B a rb  and B egusa ra i, a nd  a g ita tio n  by th e  p r is o n e rs  in  
p ro te s t a g a in s t the  tre a tm e n t m e ted  o u t to  th e m  by ja i lo r s  and 
w a rd e rs . The c e n tra l and s u b - ja ils  o f th e  sta te  are packed  w ith  
p r is o n e rs  a w a itin g  t r ia l fo r fo u r  o r five years. Here are  some 

in s ta n c e s  :

(a) In P u rnea  s u b - ja il a pe rson  is k e p t in  p r is o n  fo r five years  
w ith o u t t r ia l because h is  reco rds  w ere m iss in g .

(b) In  S asaram  s u b - ja il,  a pe rson  cha rged  w ith  house  - 
b re a k in g  is  a w a itin g  tr ia l fo r over fo u r  and  h a lf  years.

(c) M ohan , a y o u n g  m a n , cha rged  u n d e r  sec tion  109, spen t 
10 m o n th s  in  S a m a s tip u r  s u b - ja il.  The m a x im u m  p u n is h m e n t fo r 

th is  se c tio n  is  s ix  m o n th s .

(d) A n o th e r pe rson , cha rged  u n d e r sec tion  1 0 7 ,h a s s p e n t 14 
m o n th s  in  the  D h a n b a d  ja i l  w ith o u t  t r ia l  as h is  pape rs  were 
m is s in g . H is o n ly  offence w as th a t  he w e n t to  the  po lice  s ta tio n  to 
lodge a c o m p la in t th a t h is  w ife  h ad  been k id n a p p e d .

"So h o rr ib le  are the  c o n d it io n s  in s id e  the  ja i ls  o f B ih a r  th a t 
a b r ie f  spe ll in  the  ja i l  is  enough  to tu rn  a decen t c it iz e n  in to  a 
h a rd e n e d  N axa lite " says M r. K a rp o o ri T h a k u r , a fo rm e r C h ie f 
M in is te r  an d  C h a irm a n  o f th e  S o c ia lis t Party .

T he  h is to ry  o f the  w o r ld  has sh o w n  th a t po lice  an d  a rm y 
a lone  are not the  in s tru m e n ts  w h ic h  th e  bou rgeo is ie  uses to  p u t 
d o w n  re vo lu tio n a ry ' forces. B la c k  H u n d re d  g a ngs te rs  in  R u ss ia  
be fore  th e  re v o lu tio n , fa sc is t th u g s  in  G e rm a n y  k n o w n  as 's to rm  
troope rs ' in  the  p re -second  W o rld  W a r pe riod , are h is to r ic  
in s t ances o f o th e r m e th o d s  used  to  crea te  c o u n te r  re v o lu tio n a ry  
te r ro r .  Here is  an  in s ta n c e  w h ic h  show s b o u rg e o is  dem ocracy  o f 
B la c k  H u n d re d s  and  S to rm  T ro o p e rs  in  a c tio n  :
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Goonda A ttack on C ossipore and Baranagar

"N ever s ince  the  g re a t C u lc u tta  k i l l in g  o f 1946, has a g re a te r 
m assacre  th a n  th a t  h ad  happ e n e d  in  th e  c ity  la s t w eek shocked  
its  peop le , w h o  are b y  now  a p p a re n tly  im m u n e  to  e m o tio n s  caused  
b y  v io lence  a n d  m u rd e r."

" I t  w as  an  o rgan ised  a tta c k  on  N a x a lite s  in  th e ir  a lleged dens 
in  the  c ity 's  n o r th e rn  fr in g e , C oss ipore  a n d  B a ra n a g a r. The to ta l 
d e a th s  co u ld  be as h ig h  as 150."

"F ro m  the  even ing  on  T h u rs d a y  t i l l  la te  on  F r id a y  (A u g u s t 
13), a few  h u n d re d  a rm e d  y o u n g  m en  w e n t w ild , houn d e d  o u t 
suspec ted  N a xa lite s  fro m  th e ir  h id e -o u ts , b u tc h e re d  them , and  
th e n  c a rr ie d  th e ir  bod ies  in  c a rt lo a d s  to  be th ro w n  in to  the  
H oogh ly . flo w in g  past C oss ipo re ."

"Shockingly, the police, s ta tioned  in the tw o  thanas in Cossipore  
a n d  B a ra n a g a r w h ic h  a re  fe w  fu r lo n g s  f ro m  the ram page  scene, 
w ere  n o w h e re  to be fo u n d  f o r  so long as  17 hours, d u r in g  w h ic h  

f re n z ie d  k illin g s  w en t on ."

"B oys  w ere b ro u g h t o u t on p u b lic  roads  to  be b u tc h e re d  in  
p u b lic  a nd  th e n  b u i n t b y  s o a k in g  th e ir  bod ies  in  p e tro l."

" In  houses w here  so -ca lle d  N a xa lite s  w ere n o t found , th e ir  
re la tive s , in c lu d in g  an  e ig h t-y e a r-o ld  s is te r, fa th e r, an d  u n c le  
w ere n o t spared. In  m a n y  cases, the  dead bod ies, before  be in g  
d u m p e d  in to  th e  r iv e r had th e ir  faces ru b b e d  b la c k  w ith  ta r  so th a t 
th e y  c o u ld  n o t be recogn ised ." S id d h a r lh a  S a n k a r Ray, U n io n  
M in is te r  in  charge o f W est B enga l, la te r  sa id  in  an  in te rv ie w  :

" I t  w as an  exp ress ion  o f m ass a n g e r w h ic h  had a c c u m u la te d  
over a lo n g  period ."

"W hen  1 w e n t to  the  d iffe re n t areas, h u n d re d s  o f people, 
w h ile  a c c u s in g  the  po lice  o f in a c tio n , to ld  m e o f the  sense o f re lie f 
th e y  fe lt  fo llo w in g  th e  c le a r in g  o f the  N a xa lite s  and  a n ti-s o c ia l 
e le m e n ts  fro m  the a reas .” (Blitz A u g u s t 21 , 1971).

H ere is proved w h a t M a rx  had  sa id  : "F in a lly  the  scu m  o f 
b o u rg e o is  soc ie ty  fo n n s  the  h o ly  p h a la n x  o f o rd e r a nd  the  h e ro  
in s ta lls  h im s e lf  in  T h e llie rs  as the  'S a v io u r o f  Society'".

S h o o tin g  o f re v o lu tio n a r ie s  has becom e so co m m on  a d a ily  
o ccu rre n ce  th a t  no c o u n t is  poss ib le . Tens a nd  h u n d re d s  in
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g ro u p s  have been fin is h e d  o ff  b y  tr ig g e r-h a p p y  po lice , CRP, and 
th e  a rm y , a ll ove r the  c o u n try . S ince i t  has  becom e su ch  a co m m o n  
occu rrence , even a n n o u n c e m e n t o f the  new s has  been s topped  b y  
th e  g o ve rn m e n t. The fo llo w in g  new s o f S aro j D u tta 's  s ile n t 
d isappea ran ce , is  one o f the  few  o f su ch  in c id e n ts  th a t  appeared 
in  the  Press :

Saroj Kumar Dutta

Saroj K u m a r  D u tta  (N axa lite  leader) k ille d  by  Police. Saroj 
K u m a r D u tta  is  cons ide red  second am ong  the  to p - ra n k in g  leaders 
o f CPI (M .L.). He s ta rte d  h is  life  as a jo u rn a l is t  a n d  w as c h ie f s u b ­
e d ito r  o f Anqrita Bazar Patrika. L a te r he becam e e d ito r  o f Swadhinata, 
the  B e n g a li d a ily  o f the  u n d iv id e d  CPI. He is  k n o w n  as a poet, 
lite ra ry  c r it ic ,  an d  p o lt iic a l c o m m e n ta to r, an d  he w as a re g u la r  
w r ite r  in  CPI (M .L.) jo u rn a ls .

T here  w as a rew a rd  o f Rs 10 ,000 fo r h is  a rre s t.

H is  a rre s t w as f ir s t  repo rted  in  Ainrita Bazar Patrika, on A u g u s t 
8, 1971. B u t  nobody  kn o w s  w h a t happened  to  h im  a fte r  th a t.

Kalantar, CPI organ , expressed on A u g u s t 12, its  su s p ic io n  
th a t  Saroj D u t ta  had  been m u rd e re d  in  po lice  c u s to d y . The police, 
how ever, d eny  th is  a nd  say th a t th e y  h ad  n o t a rre s te d  h im  and 
th a t  som ebody w as le t o ff  w hen  i t  w as k n o w n  l^ a t  i t  w a s  n o t Saroj 
D u tta .

T h is  is  w h a t th e  Hindustan Standard, a n o th e r  d a ily  from  
C a lc u tta , w ro te  on A u g u s t 24 :

"The po lice  c o n tin u e  to deny th a t  he has been a rres ted , b u t 
in ve s tig a tio n s  reveal th a t he w as a rres ted  in  a house  in  S ou th  
C a lc u tta  on A u g u s t 5."

R ecen tly , the  CPI (M .L.) have issued  a p r in te d  no tice  in  
w h ic h  th e y  a llege th a t Saro j w as to r tu re d  an d  k il le d  by  th e  police.

H is w ife , w r it in g  to the  P rim e  M in is te r , says : "I have no 
m eans  to  f in d  o u t w h a t has happened  to  h im . I have w r it te n  to  the 
po lice  a u th o r it ie s  in  C a lc u tta  b u t  have n o t h e a rd  fro m  th e m ."

C an anyone  expect t r u th  fro m  those  w ho  ru le  th is  c o u n try ?

'S h oo t to  k i l l '  is  th e  p o lic y  a dop ted  n o t o n ly  in  cases o f those 
w h o  are a rre s te d , b u t  even in  th e  case o f o rd in a ry  c irc u m s ta n c e s  

p ro b a b ly  as a ta rg e t p rac tice . Here is  an  in s ta n c e  re p o rte d  by
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B h u p e s h  G u p ta , lo n g -s ta n d in g  a n d  experienced  lu m in a ry  o f the  
In d ia n  p a r lia m e n t, a n d  a fr ie n d  o f P rim e  M in s ite r  In d ira  G a n d h i. 
T h is  k in d  o f u n h e a rd  o f savage b e h a v io u r w as to  be condem ned  
even b y  the  o th e r  P ress in  C a lc u tta  c ity . B h u p e s h  G u p ta 's  
s ta te m e n t and  a Juganthar e d ito r ia l w i l l  show  h o w  W est B enga l is  
b e in g  tre a te d  by th e  o c c u p a tio n  a rm y  o f th e  C e n tra l G o ve rnm en t, 
b o th  p u b lis h e d  in  New Age, S ep tem be r 25, 1970 :

B h u p e s h  G u p ta  re p o rts  t h a t : "O n S e p tem be r 25  the  po lice  
sh o t dead fo u r  y o u n g  m e n  in  a s ing le  lo c a lity  o f C a lc u tta , in  the  
C a lc u tta  S quare  area  - a nd  th e y  c o m m itte d  these c r im e s  w ith in  a 

m a tte r  o f few  h o u rs ."

"A m o n g  th e  k ille d  w as one y o u n g  m a n  w h o  had  been 
a rre s te d  the  p re v io u s  day."

"O ne w as a p o s t-g ra d u a te  s tu d e n t, K r is h n a ld a s  B isw as, 
w as fa ta lly  s h o t a t p o in t b la n k  as he w as e n te rin g , w ith  h is  h a n d s  
up , th e  C a lc u tta  U n iv e rs ity  ga tes to  a tte n d  h is  c lass ."

"S h o o tin g s  a t ra n d o m , b ru ta l a ssa u lts , sheer m a ra u d in g , in  
th e  nam e o f searches, a rre s ts , and  im p r is o n m e n t o f  w hom soeve r 
th e y  lik e  to  la y  th e ir  h a n d s  on, a nd  la s t b u t  n o t leas t, to r tu re  in  
po lice  lo c k -u p s  -  these have becom e th e  o rd e r o f th e  day."

E d ito r ia l in  luganthar, a C a lc u tta  d a ily  ow ned  b y  the  fa m ily  o f 
th e  C ongress (R) P. C. C. genera l sec re ta ry  M r. T a ru n  K a n th i Bose, 
on  S ep tem be r 27, 1970, as re p o rte d  in  New Age O cto b e r 4, 1970

"The po lice  bosses o f C a lc u tta  a nd  W e s tB e n g a l sh o u ld  kn o w  
b e tte r  th a t th e  people o f th is  c ity  an d  the  s ta te  are n o t so m a n y  
gam es fo r th e ir  sh o o tin g s  and  th a t  a lth o u g h  i t  is  th e ir  re s p o n s ib ility  
to  p u t dow n  g a n g s te r is m  and  a n ti-s o c ia l a c tiv it ie s , th e y  have no 
r ig h t  to  c o m m it in d is c r im in a te  m u rd e r."

"W h a te ve r the  p ro vo ca tio n , the  po lice  is re ck le ss ly  re s o rtin g  

to  f ir in g  and the  people are be ing  k il le d  by b u lle ts  irre sp e c tive  o f 
w h e th e r  th e y  are g u i l ty  o r in n o ce n t."

A ttacks on Lawyers

In  the  p rocess o f d e s tro y in g  the  d e m o c ra tic  m ovem en t, no 
scope s h o u ld  be a llow ed  even fo r  th e  la w ye rs  to  expose even a 
c o u r t  a n y  b ru ta l acts o f th e  goondas o f th e  ru lin g  p a r ty  o r  the  N azi 
ta c tic s  adop ted  by  th e  po lice . T he re fo re , a ll lega l avenues ava ila b le
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to  th e  a rre s te d  re v o lu tio n a r ie s  are  to  be b locked . T he  same 
m e th o d s  o f g a n g s te rism  w ere adop ted  to  ach ieve th is  end, to 
te rro r is e  the  lega l p ro fe ss io n  fro m  d e fe nd ing  th e  re v o lu tio n a ry  
accused. The fo llo w in g  s ta te m e n t, p u b lis h e d  by  th e jo in t  secre tary . 
W est B enga l A sso c ia tio n  o f D e m o c ra tic  Law yers, exposes the  ro le 
o f  th e  a n t i-s o c ia l e lem en ts  in  Bengal.

"The W est B enga l A s s o c ia tio n  o f D e m o c ra tic  Law yers  notes 
w ith  deep d ism a y  and h o r ro r  th a t  legal p ra c t it io n e rs  are now  
in c re a s in g ly  th e  ob jec t o f a tta c k  o f a n ti-s o c ia l e lem en ts  backed  by 
the  Police. W ith in  a s h o r t pe riod , we have lo s t B h a d a d is h  Roy, the 
advocate  w ho  w as ded ica ted  to  d e fe nd ing  the  v ic t im s  o f police 
te r ro r  and  goonda a c tio n . He w a s  k ille d  b y  the  goondas. S ri D ebu 
B h a tla c h a ry a . a n o th e r advocate  o f B u rd w a n  w as b a d ly  assau lted  
because he w as a s im ila r  defence advocate ."

"There w as a d a s ta rd ly  a tta c k  on Syed M a n u r  H a b ib u lla h , 
an  advocate , w h e n  he w as on the  d a is  as a spe a ke r a t a m ee ting  
p lace in  B u rd w a n . The s itu a t io n  in  K a ln a  is  so se rio u s  th a t 
advocates c a n n o t go to  c o u r t  even to  p ra c tise  th e ir  p ro fess ion . S ri 
A m iy a  M u llic k ,  an  advocate  o f K a ln a  C o u rt has  been forced to 
leave K a lna  a n d  is  now  in  C a lc u tta  try in g  to s h if t  h is  lu c ra tiv e  
p ra c tice  fro m  K a lna ."

I t  is c le a r to everybody th a t the  ru lin g  c irc le s  are  in d u lg in g  
in  fa sc is t te r ro r  a g a in s t c it ize n s , p a r t ic u la r ly  those  w h o  are 
invo lved  in  th e  d e m o c ra tic  m ovem ent. A  fu r th e r  ev idence o f 
fasc ism  is p rov ided  by  these o rgan ised  a tta c k s  on law ye rs  and 
advocates, abe tted  and  d ire c tly  su p p o rte d  and he lped  b y  the 
police.

"The W est Bengal A ssoc ia tion  o f D e m o cra tic  Law yers records 
its  s tro n g e s t p ro te s t a g a in s t these a tta c k s  an d  c a lls  upon  the 
c itiz e n s  as w e ll as law ye rs  to  o rgan ise  them se lves  a g a in s t the 
c ru d e s t ever fa s c is t o n s la u g h t la u n c h e d  b y  the  ru lin g  c irc le s  in  the 
u n fo r tu n a te  s ta te  o f W est B enga l."

In d ira  G a n d h i an d  h e r co te rie  o f ru le rs  w ere a g h a s t a t the 
m assacre  o f in te lle c tu a ls  by  th e  h o o d lu m s  o f P a k is ta n i ru le rs  in  
E a s t B enga l. B u t,  w h e n  th e y  s y s te m a tic a lly  co n n ive  a t the  same 
s ta te  o f a ffa irs  in  W est B enga l, a n y  decent, sens ib le , d e m o cra t 
w o u ld  lik e  to  a s k  th e m  w h a t e xa c tly  is  th e  d iffe rence  be tw een  the 
tw o  ?
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Search and D estroy Operation in Howrah

We h ad  no ted  how , in  B a ra n a g a r and  C oss ipo re , the  fa sc is t 
th u g s  o f the  C ongress  ru l in g  c lass  had been re sp o n s ib le  fo r the  
m u rd e r  o f 150 c it iz e n s  w ith in  48  h o u rs  a n d  how  the  pe rsona l 
re p re se n ta tive  o f In d ira G a n d h i in  B enga l, M r. S id d h a r th a S a n k a r  
R ay h a d  heaved a s igh  o f re lie f a t w h a t he ca lle d  "th e  c le a r in g  o u t 

o f N axa lites".

T a k in g  the  c lu e  fro m  h is  s ta te m e n t, a second ro u n d  o f 
c lea rance  w as enac ted  w ith in  a m o n th , th is  t im e  in  H ow rah . The 
re p o rt in  Frontier o f S e p tem be r 18, 1971, says th a t  " th e  search  and  
d e s tro y  o p e ra tio n " w h ic h  w as c o n d u c te d  fo r tw o  days  in  tw o  
lo c a lit ie s  o f H ow rah  p ro d u ce d  an  im m e d ia te  to l l  o f 2 m u rd e re d . 
The 'in d ig n a n t m ob', c lose ly  s u p p o rte d  by  the  po lice , destroyed  
s h o p s  and  h o u se s  b e lo n g in g  to  N a xa lite  s y m p a th is e rs  and
s u p p o rte rs  ...... H ow  m a n y  m ore  m u rd e rs  o ccu rre d  in  the  area
d u r in g  the  o p e ra tio n  w il l  be never k n o w n  because in  po lice 
dem ocracy , the  sou rces  o f know ledge  is  th e  po lice  and  th e ir  
o b lig in g  fr ie n d s , the  new spape rs ." Frontier fu r th e r  re p o rts  th a t  " in  
H o w ra h , u n lik e  in  C o ss ip o re -B a ra n a g a r, th e  po lice  a c tiv e ly jo in e d  
th e  fo rces o f  In d ira  G a n d h i, in s te a d  o f s ta n d in g  by. O ne new spape r 
re p o rte d  th a t, "a fte r  th e  m a n -h u n t,  the  h u n te rs  cam e b a c k  and  
h a n d e d  over a t the  th a n a  the  w eapons used  in  th e  o p e ra tion ".

These d e m o c ra tic  tac t ics  o f te r ro r  in  fa c is t s ty le  a re  re a ch in g  
th e  stage o f p e rfe c tio n  u n d e r  In d ira  ru le  !

Exhibition of Sadism  in Tollygunj

The fo llo w in g  le tte r  w r it te n  to  Frontier, S e p tem be r 11, 1971, 
revea ls  a p a r t o f u n k n o w a b le  m e th o d s  o f C ongress d e m o cra tic  
ru le . A  housew ife , te r ro r -s tr ic k e n  appea ls  : "I p ra y  to  a ll : save u s  
fro m  the  im p e n d in g  m assacre , ch e ck  by  a ll poss ib le  m eans the  
re cu rre n ce  o f a n o th e r  B a ra n a g a r."  W h a t w a s  the  reason fo r h e r 

p a n ic fu l p raye r?

She w r ite s  : "we, the  sa n e r sec tion  o f T o lly g u n j, are seeing 
w ith  h o r ro r  a nd  p a n ic  the  u p p e r h a n d  g iven  to  th e  po lice  here. 
B ru ta l m u rd e r  o f in n o c e n t y o u th s  in  the  presence o f la m e n tin g , 
poor, he lp less  p a re n ts  is  n o t u n c o m m o n . A n  exam p le  te r ro r

"O n  S e p te m b e r 2, a t abou t 11 a .m . fo u r  po lice  o ffice rs  
appeared  in  th e  lo c a lity  on t ru c k s  loaded  w ith  a rm s  a nd  fo llow ed
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b y  a CRP convoy. They asked th e  people a t  the  p o in t o f th e  bayone t 
to  s h u t th e ir  w in d o w s . T h e re a fte r th e y  dragged tw o  y o u th s , w ho  
ha d  been a rre s te d  on A u g u s t 31 , 1971, fro m  one o f th e  tru c k s  
k ic k e d  th e m ,-b ru ta lly  a ll over c a u s in g  m u lt ip le  in ju r ie s  a nd  bone 
fra c tu re s . T he  y o u th s  b led  p ro fu s e ly , th e ir  a rm s  an d  lim b s  were 
c ra cke d  b y  b r ic k s . W h ile  th e y  c r ie d  people  h ad  to  w a tc h  w ith  tea rs  
in  th e ir  eyes. Some w om en in  m y  house  fa in te d . W hen one o f the  
y o u th s  p rayed  fo r w a te r, the  po lice  o ffic e r p issed. T h e n  th e y  played 
w ith  the  senseless bod ies a n d  soon a fte r  heaped th e m  on the 
tru c k -b e fo re  leav ing  th e y  s h o u te d  in  c h o ru s . " I f  any  b a s ta rd  dares 
to  d isc lose  w h a t we have done, we s h a ll c rea te  a n o th e r B a ra n a g a r 
here ."

Is it n o t necessary th a t 'M a h a v ir  C h a k ra ’ be presen ted  to  the 
h e ro ic  o flic e rs  -  the  S av iou rs  o f N o n -v io le n t T ru th fu l D em ocracy
! I.

General Pattern of D eliberate K illings

T he genera l p a tte rn  o f d e lib e ra te  po lice  k i l l in g  is  c a p tu re , 

to r tu re  a nd  shoo t. It is im p o ss ib le  to  g ive an  a c c o u n t o f the  to ta l 
n u m b e r a rre s te d , to r tu re d  and  m u rd e re d , s ince  th e  po lice  a lone 
can  give an  acco u n t, i f  they  have ke p t the  a cco u n t. T he  fo llo w in g  
a c c o u n t o f  su ch  ta c tic s  o f naked  te r ro r  by  the  po lice  are o n ly  to 
show  (he gene ra l p a tte rn  adop ted  in  a ll s ta tes  a ll ove r th e  coun try ' 
-  "d e lib e ra te  po lice k ill in g " , as a c o rre s p o n d e n t in  Frontier te rm ed  
it ,  and  w a rn e d  th is  m ay soon e n g u lf the  CPM also.

"O n th e  n ig h t o f T h ru s d a y , J u n e  24. 1971, the  police 
en te red  a house  T a lto la , fo rced th e ir  w ay in to  an in n e r  a p a rtm e n t 
a nd  cam e u p o n  th ree  alleged N a xa lite  y o u th s  w h o  w ere s leep ing  
the re . A cco rd in g  to  the people o f the  n e ig h b o u rh o o d , the  o ffice r 
asked  ano t h e r m e m b e r o f th e  ra id in g  p a r ty  p re s u m a b ly  a spy, "Is 
n o t th is  B ip la b  B li a tta ch  iy a ? " The spy  rep lied  "Yes". B ip la b  w as 
im m e d ia t ly  sh o t dead and  the  o th e r tw o  w ere ta k e n  in to  cu s tody . 
Tw o day's la tte r , papers  p u b lis h e d  a po lice  ve rs io n  o f th e  in c id e n t 
w h ic h  sa id  th a t  B ip la b  B h a tta c h a ry a  w as k ille d  w h e n  the  police 
w ere ob liged  to  fire  to  de fend them se lves  a g a in s t a b o m b  a tta c k ."

"The n e x t day, the  h a r ta l day, a t a b o u t 3 p .m . the  E as t 
C a lc u tta  po lice , co m p le te ly  b y  - pass in g  th e  N a d ia  d is t r ic t  po lice, 
cam e to  K a ly 'an i in  five A m b a ssa d o r ca rs  a nd  ra id e d  a house  in  the 
u n iv e rs ity  s ta f f  q u a r te r  area. F ro m  th e  a c c o u n t w e g o t fro m  the
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K a ly a n i U n iv e rs ity  s ta f f  a nd  fro m  c e rta in  people in  B e lia g h a ta  and  
N a rke ld a n g a , i t  w o u ld  a p p e a r th a t abouL n in e  people, in c lu d in g  a 
w o m a n , w ere ro u n d e d  u p  fro m  th e  house  a t Kaly 'an i.

"To th e  b e s t o f o u r  in fo rm a tio n , the  house  in  q u e s tio n  
be longs to  a u n iv e rs ity  le c tu re r  w ho  is  aw ay in  A m erica . I t  had  
been tu rn e d , obv ious ly ' w ith  h is  o r  the  c a re ta k e r ’s consen t, in to  a 
s o r t o f b a c h e lo rs ’ m ess, w he re  som e o f the  d a ily  passengers am ong  
the  le c tu re rs  a nd  sch o la rs , a te  and  s le p t ca s u a lly . O l the  a rres ted , 
one w as a research  s c h o la r a tta ch e d  to  the  M a th s  D e p a rtm e n t 
w h o  used to  live  the re  o ccas iona lly . A n o th e r w as a le c tu re r in  
phy'sics w h o  w as only' a c a s u a l v is ito r  and  w ho . we le a rn t, w as 
w id e ly  a d m ire d  and  respected . B o th  had dec ided  le ft s ym p a th ie s , 
b u t  n e ith e r  w as ever fo u n d  a sso c ia tin g  w ith  p o lit ic a l a c tiv is ts  o f 
a n y  c o lo u r. A n o th e r w as a u n iv e rs ity  s tu d e n t. T hey  have been 
re fused  b a il and  k e p t in  the  B e lia g h a ta  po lice  lo c k -u p  w here  
a tle a s t tw o  o f th e m  have been su b jec ted  to ru th le s s  to r tu re .

"The po lice  are su p p o se d  to  have a rre s te d  five o th e rs  fro m  
th e  sam e place - lo u r  y o u n g  m en and  a w o m a n  a ll o f w h o m , 
a cc o rd in g  to  th e  po lice  w ere seasoned N axa lites . I t  is  s ig n il ic a n t 
th a t  the  police c a u g h t th e m  on the  day fo llo w in g  the  n ig h t on 
w h ic h  th e y  had  w ith  cool pu rp o se , sh o t B ip la b  B h a tta c h a iy a . M ay 
be, i t  w as th e  sam e spy w h o  g u id e d  them  to  b o th  places. The po lice  
k e p t these five y o u n g  people in  c u s to d y  fo r a co u p le  o f days, 
in f l ic t in g  every' poss ib le  to r tu re  on them , an d  th e n , p u tt in g  the  g ir l  
aw ay, a lleged ly  sho t th e m  dead w ith  cool d e lib e ra tio n  and rem oved 
a ll tra ce s  o f the m u rd e rs  by' b u rn in g  up  the  bod ies. F rom  w h a t we 
c o u ld  g a th e r fro m  su n d ry ' fo lk  in  B e lia g h a ta  a nd  Kaly'ani, one o f 
these  y 'ou ths  m u rd e re d  by' the  po lice  w as ca lled  K a ja l, a n o th e r 
w as N ityagopa l. w h ile  a th ird  w as some K ar. It is  w id e ly  ru m o u re d  
in  B e lia g h a ta  th a t  w h e n  the  p a re n ts  o f one o f these su p p o se d ly  
m u rd e re d  y o u th s  w e n t to  th e  B e lia g h a ta  P. S. to  m ake  e n q u ir ie s  
a b o u t th e ir  son, they' w ere  to ld  th a t th e ir  son  h ad  been s h o t a nd  

h is  b ody  a lre a d y  b u rn t . "

A ll th is  is  in  acco rdance  w ith  th e  law s o f h is to ry '. W h e n  a 
b o u rg e o is  reg im e, ru n  in  the  in te re s t o f th e  c o r ru p t,  b lo o d -s u c k in g  
p ro fite e rs  a nd  b la c k  m a rk e te e rs  and  m in is te rs  and  b u re a u c ra ts  
lose p o lit ic a l an d  econom ic  c o n tro l, - as i t  is  b o u n d  to do soone r 
o r  la te r  - and  is  faced w ith  th e  p ro sp e c t o f e x tin c tio n , i t  s ta r ts  
s h e d d in g  its  d e m o c ra tic  d isg u ise  a nd  show s its e lf u p  fo r w h a t i t  is 
- a rap a c io u s , a ra v e n o u s  w o lf. The po lice  a n d  th e  m ilita ry ' in  a
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re a c tio n a ry  S ta te  re p re se n t the  fangs  a n d  c law s  o f th e ir  bourgeo is  
ru le rs .a n d  the  exposure  o f L h e irw o lfish  im age is  in  d ire c t p ro p o rtio n  
to  the  e xp lo s io n  o f the d e m o c ra tic  m y th . Police te r ro r  is m os t 
b ru ta l in  W est B enga l because i t  is  he re  th a t the  m y th  has come 
tc  w e a r th in n e s t.

H a v in g  h ad  a fie ld  day fo r th re e  ye a rs  a g a in s t N a xa lite s  and 
re v o lu tio n a r ie s  a ll over the  c o u n try , a n d  in  p a r t ic u la r  in  W est 
B enga l a nd  A n d h ra , the  fasc is t h o o d lu m s  have now  tu rn e d  th e ir  
benevo lence on  the  o th e rs  - in  p a r t ic u la r ,  in  M a rx is ts  in  W est 
B enga l w he re  "the  CRP, po lice a nd  C ongress s to rm  troopers  

c o n tin u e  th e ir  se m ifa sc is t a tta c k s  b y  w a y  o f k id  napp ing ;''m a im ing , 
a nd  m u rd e r, m o le s tin g  w om en, s e tt in g  houses on fire , exac tion  o f. 
m oney  a n d  lo o t o f p ro p e rtie s ." A c c o rd in g  to o ffic ia l o rgan  o f the CPI 
(M) People's Democracy, J a n u a ry  16, 1972, it is re p o rte d  th a t, 
'D u r in g  th e  f ir s t  five m o n th s  o f the  c u r re n t  spe ll o f p re s id e n t's  ru le  

' W est B enga l, m ore  th a n  125 tra d e  u n io n  leade rs  have been 
m u rd e re d  by  the  police, CRP. a nd  C ongress k ille rs , h u n d re d s  
d e ta in e d  w ith o u t  tr ia l,  and  th o u s a n d s  im p lic a td  in  fa] '' cases".

T he  re ig n  o f te rro r  in  the  v illa g e s  is  u n a b a tin g  w ith  a ssa u lts  
on  peasan ts , s e ttin g  houses on fire  and  h u m il ia t in g  w om en, 
to r tu re s  o f  a rre s te d  in  police s ta tio n s . A tta c k s  on e d u ca tio n a l 
in s t itu t io n s  and  even m u n ic ip a lit ie s  n o t con t ro lled  by  the  C ongress 
(R) are  n o t spared . Is it o n ly  a second e d itio n  o f w h a t the  police 
s ta rte d  a g a ins t re v o lu tio n a rie s  in  th e  U .F. reg im e be in g  enacted 
now  to  c rea te  a c e lu b r io u s  c lim a te  to  In d ira  a n d  co m p a n y  fo r 
peace fu l e le c tions  ! J y o th i B asu  h a d  once sa id as c h ie f m in is te r  
th a t  a n ti-s o c ia l a c tiv it ie s  o f th e  re v o lu tio n a r ie s  an d  N axa lites  
w o u ld  n o t be to le ra te d  !

T he  sam e s to ry  o f po lice  a tro c it ie s  a g a in s t re v o lu tio n a rie s , 
peasan ts , and  w o rke rs , is  be ing  enacted  a ll over the  c o u n try  in  
d iffe re n t degrees o f in te n s ity . W ith  te n s  o f th o u s a n d s  a rres ted  and 
to r tu re d  a nd  th o u s a n d s  m u rd e re d , th e re  is  a co m p le te  b la c k -o u t 
o f  new s in  th e  Press except so m e tim e s  th e  ve rs io n  o f th e  police 
p u b lis h e d  as pe r th e ir  d ic ta tes ; no  new s o f th is  savagery has  come 
o u t in  th e  so -ca lled  free and  d e m o c ra tic  Press, excep t a few b its  
he re  a n d  the re .

Punjab In tellectuals

F orexam p le , lo o k a tth is s h o c k in g b ito ln e w s fro m a n n o u n c e d  
b y  K e n d r i P u n ja b  L e k h a k  S abha, th ro u g h  its  o rg a n is in g  secre ta ry ,
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S. S. D e s ra j, J a l lu n d u r  :

T w o  college s tu d e n ts  in  te h s il B a ta la  (P un jab ) w ere  a rres ted  
a n d  s h o t dead be fore  a la rge  n u m b e r o f peop le . T h e y  were 
su sp e c te d  to  be N a xa lite s  b u t  h a d  n o t been tr ie d  in  a n y  c o u rt. A ll 
th e  p o lit ic a l p a rtie s , s tu d e n ts , a n d  tra d e  u n io n  leade rs  dem anded  
a ju d ic ia l  e n q u iry  b u t  th e  s ta te  g o v e rn m e n t w a s  s ile n t.

In  a n o th e r  in c id e n t, in  te h s il B a m a la , th e  po lice  to r tu re d  an 
e n tire  v illa g e , c r im in a lly  a s sa u lte d  th e  w o m e n fo lk , destroyed 
p ro p e rty  an d  crops. A ll th is  w a s  done to  a rre s t a n  a lleged N axa lite .

T h e  P u n ja b  po lice  in te rro g a te  the  in te llig e n ts ia , in c lu d in g  
u n iv e rs ity  te ache rs  a n d  w r ite rs , search  th e ir  houses , ta ke  away 
th e ir  b e long ings , a nd  h a ra s s  th e m  in  w h a te v e r m a n n e r i t  th in k s  
p ro p e r. M a n y  teachers, w r ite rs , s tu d e n ts , a n d  tra d e  u n io n  leaders 

have been im p lic a te d  in  fa lse  cases.

O n  O c to b e r 31 , 1971, som e 50 0  P u n ja b i w r ite rs  Look o u t a 
p ro ce ss io n  a t J u l lu n d u r  p ro te s tin g  a g a in s t po lice  a tro c it ie s . The 
b o u rg e o is  Press d id  n o t f in d  i t  w o r th  p u b lis h in g .

S h o o tin g  dead before  a la rge  n u m b e r o f peop le  w ith o u t  even 
the  fo rm a lity  o f a t r ia l,  to r tu r in g  and  a s s a u lt in g  an  e n tire  v illage  
in c lu d in g  w om en , a rre s tin g  and  in te rro g a tin g  th e  in te llig e n ts ia  
in c lu d in g  u n iv e rs ity  te a ch e rs  a nd  w r ite rs , is  n o t news w o rth  
p u b lis h in g  in  o u r  d e m o c ra tic  Press. G o e ring  a n d  G oebb les m u s t 
be h a p p y  in  th e ir  g raves a t the  so p h is tic a te d  m e th o d o lo g y  o f In d ira  
G a n d h i in  a d o p tin g  th e ir  p o lic ie s  w ith  a finesse u n k n o w n  to  them .

Berham pore -  ORISSA :

L ook  a t th is  b it  o f new s re la tin g  to  p r is o n e rs  in  ju d ic ia l 
c u s to d y  lodged in  a j a i l ; A  c it iz e n  fro m  B e rh a m p o re  w r ite s  th u s  to 

Frontier, D ecem ber, 7, 1971 :

"T he  co ld -b lo o d e d  m u rd e r  o f 11 N a x a lite  p r is o n e rs  in  
B e rh a m p o re  «g l in  F e b ru a ry  has no t y e t p e rh a p s  faded from  
p u b lic  m e m o ry . A n o th e r  a tte m p t to  re p e a t th e  p e rfo rm a n ce  has 
com e to  lig h t. O n N ove rm be r 7 a t B e rh a m p o re  ja i l  the  N axa l 
p r is o n e rs  w ere  s h o u tin g  s logans  on  th e  occass ion  o f the  5 4 th  
A n n iv e rs a ry  o f the  O c tobe r R e vo lu tio n  w h e n  the  lega lised  hoo ligans 
a n d  m u rd e re rs  fe ll u p o n  th e m  a nd  severe ly b e a t th e m  u p . A tle a s t 
fo u r  p r is o n e rs  w ere s e rio u s ly  w o u n d e d . W h e n  th is  in c id e n t becam e 
oubhe , t h e ja i l  a u th o r it ie s  gave a l is t  o f fo u r  'm in o r' w ounded
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p riso n e rs . B u t w h e n  the  lo ca l ja i l  v is ito rs  a nd  a p le a d e r w e n t 
in s id e  the  ja i l ,  th e }' fo u n d  th a t  th e  w o u n d s  o f the  p r is o n e rs  were 
b y  no  m eans m in o r  a n d  th e y  h a d  n o t been g iven  a n y  m ed ica l 
tre a tm e n t a nd  th a t above a ll, th e  l is t  g iven by  the  ja i l  d id  n o t a t a ll 
ta lly  w ith  the  a c tu a l l is t  o f th e  w o u n d e d ."

T he  in n o c e n t c it iz e n  w h o  penned  the  above le t te r  p ro b a b ly  
d id  n o t kn o w  th a t  t r u th ,  o u t o f fear, had  fled b y  th e  b a c k -d o o r long  
ago to escape fro m  th e  d e p ra d a tio n s  o f the  sw adesi ru le rs , in  th is  
g re a t la n d  o f R is h is  and  M a h a tm a s .

Andhra Pradesh

H av ing  g lim p se d  th e  savage fa sc is t te r ro r  ta c tic s  adopted  by 

the  v a rio u s  s ta te  g o v e rn m e n ts  in  In d ia  in  th e ir  fu r io u s  ange r a t the 
g ro w in g  d e m o c ra tic  re v o lu tio n  in  the  c o u n try , le t us  now  e n te r 
A n d h ra  P radesh and  lo o k  a t th in g s  here. We had  p re v io u s ly  noted 
how  the g o ve rn m e n t a nd  the  la n d lo rd s  had p ro m u lg a te d  a law less 
ju n g le  la w in  th e ir  dea lings  w ith  the  tr ib a l m ovem en t in  S r ik a k u la m  
d is tr ic t .  It w as no t lim ite d  to  th a t d is t r ic t  a lone. I f  one goes th ro u g h  
th e  record ol th e  leg is la tive  A ssem b ly , h u n d re d s  o f cases can  be 
s igh ted  o f la n d lo rd  go o n d a ism , su p p o rte d  by  the  po lice , and 
b ro u g h t to  the  no t ice o f the  c o u n try ' h a v in g  gone unheeded . In  n o t 
a s ing le  case has the  g o v e rn m e n t ta k e n  a n y  a c tio n . A  few o f the  
in c id e n ts  w h ic h  o ccu rre d  in  th a t  pe riod  s h o u ld  be re co u n te d  to 
u n d e rs ta n d  th e  g ro w in g  la n d lo rd  po lice  go o n d a ism  in  the  area.

In  1966. th e  la n d lo rd s  and  goondas ra ided  the  house  o f the  
sa rp a n ch  in  T o n d a  v illa g e  in  Nalgonda district a nd  shot a 
C o m m u n is t cadre . K onda  V e n k a ta ia h . 1 v is ite d  the  v illage  and 
tr ie d  to  h ig h lig h t the  g ro w in g  la n d lo rd  g o onda ism  w ith  no g rea t 
success to bend  the  go ve rn m e n t to take  a c tio n .

D u r in g  the  1967 e lec tions , on  the  very' day  o f  th e  po ll, in  
P o lu m a lla  v illage  S u ry a p e t ta lu k ,  com rade  R a m a c h a n d ra m  w as 
dragged o u t o f  h is  house  a n d  w a s  s h o t dead, even th o u g h  the 
po lice  w as p re se n t in  the  v illage .

In  the  sam e ta lu k , in  the  sam e year, in  M iry a l v illage , a 
H a r ija n  w o rk e r  w as tie d  to  a tra c to r  and  dragged t i l l  he died.

W ith  the  ac tive  co -o p e ra tio n  o f the  police, y e a r a fte r  year, the  
b ru ta l savageryo f th e  la n d lo rd s  a n d  goondas is g ro w in g  w ith o u t  
a rty  h in d ra n c e .
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In  1968, B ra h m a n a n d a  R eddy  as C h ie f M in is te r  w e n t on  a 
padayatra on  a peace m is s io n , b u t  m a in ly  to  m o b ilise  the  
la n d lo rd s  m o re  f irm ly . The re s u ltw a s  e v id e n t w h e n  a b a n g le  se lle r 
o f S ir ik o n d a  v illage  w as  m u rd e re d  by  th e  la n d lo rd s  a nd  one E le ti 
•B ish a m a yya  o f a n o th e r v illa g e  w as  be a te n  so m e rc ile s s ly  th a t  he 

d ied  w ith in  a  few days.

In  C h i lu k u r  v illa g e , th e  s a rp a n c h , C a n d e la  P u lla ia h , 
b e lo n g in g  to  th e  C o m m u n is t M a rx is t w a s  m u rd e re d  in  1968 in  
H u z u rn a g a r ta lu k .  In  N e la m a rr i v illage , o f th e  sam e ta lu k , the 
la n d lo rd s  opened fire  on the  v illa g e rs  n e a r th e  re a d in g  room  and 
the  p u b lic  lo u d s p e a k e r o f the v illa g e  ra d io  in  the  even ing  w hen  
th e y  h a d  congrega ted  in  th a t  p u b lic  p lace to  h e a r the even ing  

new s.

In  M u k u n d a p u ra m , in  1968, goondas and  po lice  to g e the r 

ra ided  the  v illa g e  and  s h o t a t the  people. A  few  o f th e m  were 

a d m itte d  to  h o s p ita l.

E ven  as la te  as in  1971, R am i R eddy o f K a s ta la  o f N a lgonda 
ta lu k  w as k ille d  b y  th e  C ongress goondas even th o u g h  the re  w as 

po lice  ca m p  in  th a t v illa g e  a t th a t  tim e .

I t  is  n o t o n ly  a m a tte r  o f m u rd e r in g  th e  people  in  w h ic h  the  
goondas a n d  th e  po lice  p a rtic ip a te . T a k in g  advan tage  o f the  
te n s io n  in  the  v illages, th e y  have s ta rte d  ille g a l c o lle c tio n s  o f huge 
fu n d s  fro m  the  people, th re a te n in g  th e m  th a t  th e y  w o u ld  a lso be 
in vo lved  in  th e  case i f  th e y  do not pay th e m  im m e d ia te ly . F o r 
exam p le , a fte r  a m u rd e r  in  K h o ta p a d u . the  po lice  and  the goondas 
co llec ted  huge  a m o u n ts  fro m  th e  people o f K h o ta p a d u , R av ipadu , 
C h e ttu g u d e m , B o p p a ra m . and o th e r v illages , o f  n e a rly  Rs one 
la k h . T h e y  ra ided  n e a rly  7 0  v illages. In  the  process, th e y  destroyed 
th e  house  o f Laxm a  R eddy, one ol the  accused  in  th is  case and 
loo ted  a ll th e  p ro p e rty  in  the  house  o f G opa l Reddy a n o th e r 

accused  in  th is  case.

These are a few in s ta n c e s  o u t o f th o u s a n d s  th a t have 

o c c u rre d  d u r in g  these fo u r  years.

O ne o f the  m o s t g ruesom e in c id e n ts  th a t o ccu rre d  in  
A n d h ra  P radesh  w as in  K o m m u g u d e m  v illa g e  in  E lle n d u  ta lu k  o f 
Khammam district in  th e  ye a r 1967. T h a t v illa g e  is m a in ly  a 
t r ib a l v illa g e . U n d e r th e  le a d e rsh ip  o f L u k k in e n i V e n ka te sw a ra  
Rao, a w e ll-k n o w n  C ongress leade r o f th e  d is tr ic t ,  a gang o f
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C ongress g- jn d a s  ra id e d  th e  g udem , destroyed th e  w h o le  gudem . 
T he  h u ts  w ere se t on  fire .F o r  th re e  days th e y  saw  to  i t  th a t  no  new s 
leaked o u t to  th e  w o rld . T he  h o r ro r-s tr ic k e n  v illa g e rs  w ere n o t 
a llow ed  to leave th e  v illage . I t  w as o n ly  a few days a fte r  th e  in c id e n t 
th a t  the  news leaked o u t a n d  th e  w o rld  w as a g h a s t to  k n o w  the  
m o s t extrao rd ina ry^ in c id e n t. T he  s u b -in s p e c to r a n d  the  c irc le  
in s p e c to r w h o  gave th e  f i r s t  in fo rm a tio n  re p o rt w ere tra n s fe rre d  
fro m  th a t p lace on the  in s tru c t io n s  o f the  m in is te rs  fro m  th e  top.

1 re m e m b e r even to  th is  day  the  fu ro re  th a t w as  c rea ted  by 
ce rt a in  C ongress benches to o b s tru c t a d iscu ss io n  o f th is  issue on 
the  f lo o r o f the le g is la tu re , a n d  th e  f lip p a n t m a n n e r o f  the  re p ly  by 
th e  ch ie f m in is te r . The leaders  w h o  were re sp o n s ib le  foe th is  
b e a s tly  a c tio n  w ere never a rres ted .

T h is  a t t i tu tu d e  o f th e  g o ve rn m e n t and th e  fa ilu re  o f the 
le g is la tu re  to  ta k e  la n d lo rd  g o o n d a is m  s e r io u s ly ,  fu r th e r  
encou raged  the  fe u d a l e lem en ts  to  step up  th e ir  te r ro r  ca m p a ig n  
a g a in s t the  peasan ts . In  T h a n ik e lla  p a n ch a ya t o f K h a m m a m  
d is t r ic t  a c o m m u n is t cad re , A b a sm ia  w as m u rd e re d .

In  N arasam pe t ta lu k  o f Warangal district th e  la n d lo rd s  in  
cprite a n u m b e r oi v illa g e s  c rea ted  an in fe rn o . O ne o f the  w o rs t 
exam p les  ol la n d lo rd , po lice  b ru ta l i ty  w as w h a t happene d  in  
M a h e s w a ra m .T a k in g  advan tage  o f a la n d  d isp u te , th e  la n d lo rd s  
w ith  po lice  h e lp  p layed  havoc a lm o s t w ith  every' fa m ily  in  the  
v illage . In  the  co u rse  ol th is  la n d  d isp u te , police reso rted  to f ir in g  
in  th is  v illa g e  a n d  la te r  a rre s te d  a large n u m b e r o f people ; in  a few 
fa m ilie s  every one ol t he m a les  w ere a rres ted  and  th e ir  w om en  fo lk  
fo rced  to live as c o n c u b in e s  to th e  po lice s ta tio n e d  in  th a t v illage  
lo r  m o n th s  toge the r. The house  and  the co m p o u n d  o f the  v illage  
la n d lo rd  w as used as a po lice  cam p to heap every k in d  o f 
h u m il ia t io n  on  the  v illa g e rs  D u r in g  th a t pe riod , in  1966 and 
ag a in  in  1 9 6 /,  I had v is ite d  th a t  v illage  in  the  cou rse  o f m y  to u r  
in  (h a t ta lu k , a n d  on m y p e rsona l e n q u ir ie s  am ong  b o th  m en  and 
w om en  1 fo u n d  h e ll on e a rth  c re a te d  by dev ils  in  h u m a n  fo rm . M en 
to r tu re d , houses loo ted , w om en  m o lested  and a tle a s t one k ille d  in  
th e  f ir in g  -e v e ry th in g  th a t  is  ca lled  h e ll w as c rea ted  in  a m in ia tu re  
sca le  in  th a t v illage . A n y  n u m b e r  o f re p re se n ta tio n s  to  th e  d is t r ic t  
a n d  p ro v in c ia l o ff ic ia ls , a n y  n u m b e r o f re p re s e n ta tio n s  to  the 
m in is te rs  w as o f no ava il, even to get an  im p a r t ia l e n q u iry  
co n d u c te d . L a n d lo rd  goonda  te r ro r  w as a t the  to p  in  those  tw o  
ye a rs  in  the  ta lu k .
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T he  so -ca lled  law  w a s  o n ly  to  be im p le m e n te d  b y  th e  people. 
Every' ille g a l a n d  im m o ra l sa d ism  o f the  la n d lo rd s  a n d  th e  po lice 

w as co n doned  b y  th e  pow ers  th a t  ru led .

The L atest Brutal Murder
A  M a rx is t P a rty  cad re  a n d  leade r o f p o o r peasan ts  and 

a g r ic u ltu ra l la b o u re rs  o f B h e e m a v a ra m  ta lu k  w as  b ru ta l ly  
m u rd e re d  b y  the  la n d lo rd s  on  D ecem ber 26, 1971, in  b road  
d a lig h t. The fa c ts  o f th e  case as repo rted  in  Prajasakthi, th e  o ffic ia l 
o rgan  o f CPI (M) an d  in  Visalandhra are revea ling . T he  fo llo w in g  are 

the  facts  o f th is  in c id e n t :

T here  are  4 ,0 0 0  acres  o f banze r nea r K a la v a p u d i v illage  in  
B he e m a va ra m  ta lu k , ofW est Godavari district. O f th is , q u ite  an 
a m o u n t is  in  the  possess ion  o f la n d lo rd s  even a fte r  severa l c rash  
p ro g ra m m e s  fo r d is t r ib u t io n  o f banze r la n d s  to  th e  la n d le ss  were 
im p le m e n te d  by  th e  s o c ia lis t  o r ie n te d  G a n d h is ts  in  pow er. 
Visalandhra re p o rts  th a t  C h in a m ira m  M u n is if f  h a s  occup ied  100 
acres and M e ka laB heem esw a ra  Rao a n o th e r 50 acres. G overnm ent 
has  been le a d in g  th e m  d ire c t ly  to  la n d lo rd is m . "F o r exam p le , in  
th e  nam e o f C .A .D . C o m p a n y  a few  la n d lo rd s , la w ye rs  and 
g o v e rn m e n t o ffic ia ls  have ta k e n  1,500 acres o f la n d  on  lease and 
have g iven  those  la n d s  on  su b -lease  to  s m a ll p e asan ts . O ne t>r.S. 
S a s tiy , w h o  is  a lso  co n n e c te d  w ith  the  above c o m p a n y  has  fu r th e r  
been g ra n te d  1 ,200 acres on lease by  the  g o ve rn m e n t. O ne M r. 
S anyas i, a n o th e r  la n d lo rd , has  been g ra n te d  2 0 0  acres  on lease by  

the  g o ve rn m e n t. T h u s  th is  la n d  is  m o s tly  u n d e r  lease to  the 
la n d lo rd s . O n ly  a s m a ll p o rt io n  o f th is  b a n ze r is  u n d e r the 
possession o f peasan ts  o f P u s a la m u ri. The la n d lo rd s  were n a tu ra lly  
d issa tis fie d  a t th is  b it  o f d isc re p a n cy . So the  K a la v a p u d i la n d lo rd s , 
u n d e r  the  le a d e rs h ip  o f M e ka la  B heem esw ara  Rao, decided to 
occupy i t  a n d  began to  p lo u g h  i t  w ith  tra c to rs . T he  peasants  
o b s tru c te d  th is  o c c u p a tio n  o f th e  la n d  u n d e r th e ir  possession . The 
la n d lo rd s  a n d  the  p e a sa n ts  dec ided to  se ttle  th is  p ro b le m  th ro u g h  
n e g o tia tio n s  on S u n d a y  th e  D ecem ber 26 . I t  w as  on  th a t  occasion  
th a t  th e  leade r o f th e  p e a sa n ts  cam e to th e  v illage . As per the 
p re v io u s ly  la id -o u t p la n , the  la n d lo rd s  and  th e irg o o n d a s  a tta cke d  
h im  on th a t  occas ion  and  m u rd e re d  h im  in  b ro a d  d a y lig h t. One 
fa c to r to  be no ted  here is  th a t  th is  new s d id  n o t f in d  a p lace in  o u r  
respectab le  d a ily  Press. So fa r, the g o v e rn m e n t la w  a nd  o rd e r 
m a c h in e ry  seem s to  have fo u n d  no tim e  to  ra id  th e ir  houses and 
search  th e m  fo r any  in c r im in a t in g  evidence a n d  do n o t seem to
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have b o th e re d  to  a rre s t a n y  o f th e  la n d lo rd s . W h e n  one la n d lo rd  
is  m u rd e re d , th e  new s is  sp la sh e d  in  a ll the  a ll- In d ia  Press. W hen 
peasan ts  occupy  ban ze r la n d s  h u n d re d s  a n d  th o u s a n d s  o f 
peasan ts  are a rres ted , beaten, to r tu re d  a nd  cases are file d  a g a ins t 
th e m . T he  m u rd e r  o f one la n d lo rd  is  a c o n s p ira cy  to  o v e rth ro w  the 
G o v e rn m e n t, s ince  th e  G o v e rn m e n t a n d  th e  la n d lo rd s  are 
s y n o n im o u s . B u t  any  n u m b e r  o f m u rd e rs  o f p e a sa n ts  and 
a g r ic u ltu ra l la b o u re rs  is  n o t se rio u s  enough to  ta ke  cogn isance  of. 
S uch  is  law  u n d e r  im p le m e n ta tio n  u n d e r the  s logan  o f 'Garibi 
Hatao'.

It is no w o n d e r th a t  we are  invo lved  w ith  a c o n s p ira c y  to 
o ve rth ro w  th is  G ove rnm en t, charge-shee ted  a nd  locked  up  ins ide  
t h e ja i l  (o r the  las t tw o  years , w he reas  th e  la n d lo rd  th u g s , and 
savage m u rd e re rs  are h a v in g  lu n c h  and  d in n e rs  in  th e  m in is te rs ' 
b u n g a lo w s .

The above is o n ly  a m ic ro sco p ic  n a rra t io n  o f  fa c ts  a b o u t the 
s ta te  o f a ffa irs  in  A n d h ra  P radesh n a tu ra lly ,  su ch  a s itu a t io n  leads 
to  a c r is is . In th is  c r is is , the  re v o lu tio n a ry  y o u th  a n d  peasants  

s tood  f irm ly  w ith  the  d o w n -tro d d e n  peasant ry. To p u t th e m  dow n, 
th e  w ho le  ol the  s ta te  m a c h in e ry  and a p a r t o f the  C e n tra l 
m a ch in e ry 'w a s  m o b ilised  to sm ash  th is  co n sp ira cy  o f re v o lu tio n a ry  
y o u th  and  the  d o w n -tro d d e n  peasan ts . W h a t w ere  th e  m e thods  
a d o p te d ?  We w h o  a re  now  b e in g  c h a rg e d  w i th  a d o p t in g  
u n c o n s t itu t io n a l m e thods , w o u ld  lik e  to ask  : W h a t type  o f 
c o n s t itu t io n a l m e th o d s  d id  th is  g o ve rn m e n t adop t?

Terror in Srikakulam

I w o u ld  not deal in  d e ta il w ith  the m ean m e th o d s  a dop ted  by 

(he  G o ve rn m e n t in  try in g  to sm ash  th is  peasan t upsu rg e . U n d e r 
th e  savage d ire c tio n .o f a m ed ioc re  m in is te r  in  pow er, d u r in g  th is  
p e riod  o f tw o  ye a rs  a new  h is to r ic a l record  o f m ed ieva l b ru ta lity  
has  been e s ta b lish e d . C a p tu re d  w om en  re v o lu tio n a r ie s  have been 
to r tu re d  and  s h o t dead d u r in g  th is  pe riod . P a n ch a d i N irm a la , 
A enkam m a, a n d  S a rasw a tham m a, were the  m a rty rs  o f the  b ru ta lity  
o f  th e  A n d h ra  police. I t  w as the  A n d h ra  po lice  th a t  la id  the  pa th  
fo r  o th e rs  to  fo llow . Never has  su ch  d e libe ra te  b ru ta l i ty  been 
c o m m itte d  e ith e r  b y  the  c o lo n ia l g o v e rn m e n t o r  the  fe u d a l p rinces . 
In  the  lo n g  course  o f h is to ry , to  m y  know ledge , I have never com e 
ac ro ss  a n y  th u g g e ry  e q u iv a le n t to  th is  - n o t even d u r in g  the  period  
o f  fa sc is t te r ro r  in  E u ro p e  has  one hea rd  o f w om en  re v o lu tio n a rie s

White Terror 517

k il le d  in  c o ld  b lo o d  as p e r d e lib e ra te  p la n  a n d  acco rd in g  to  
in s tru c t io n s  fro m  top. These w o m e n  re v o lu tio n a r ie s  w il l  a lw ays 
sh in e  as th e  b r ig h te s t s ta rs  on  h o riz o n  o f re v o lu tio n a ry  h is to ry  o f 
In d ia . T he  g re a te s t poet o f th e  re v o lu tio n , S u b b a ra o  P an ig rah i, 
w h o  in s p ire d  m ill io n s  th ro u g h  h is  a r t  fe ll in  th e  co u rse  o f the  b a ttle  
fo r  la n d  a n d  freedom ; w ith  pen  in  one h a n d  a g u n  in  the  o th e r he 
b lazed  a new  p a th  such  as R a lp h  Fox a n d  C h r is to p h e r  C a u id w e ll 
in  the  S p a n is h  C iv il W ar. T o r tu re s  c o u ld  n o t loosen  h im . Savages 
f in a lly  s h o t h im  and  p ro d u ce d  fo r  p u b lic  c o n s u m p tio n  a false 
in c id e n t o f a 'c lash '. S o ft a n d  k in d -h e a r te d  P a n ch a d i K r is h n a  
M o o rth y , b r i l l ia n t  y o u n g  D r. B h a s k a r  Rao, T a m a d a  G a n a p a th i, 
th e  m o s t p o p u la r  g ir ija n  leade r V e m p a ta p u  S a tya n a ra ya n a , and 
m a n y  h u n d re d s  ol k n o w n  a nd  u n k n o w n  com rades, have b lazoned 
the  p a th  o f re v o lu tio n  to  fu lf i l  a n t i- le u d a l a n d  a n t i- im p e r ia lis t  
ta s k s  o f n a tio n a l lib e ra tio n . N o t one o f th e m  h a s  d ied  in  the  m id s t 
o f w h a t are  k n o w n  as ’c la s h e s ’ b u t  have been d e lib e ra te ly  and 
c o ld -b lo o d e d ly  m u rd e re d  by  th e  h o o d lu m s  o f la n d lo rd  bou rgeo is  
pow er. T h e  fo llo w in g  c o m m e n ts  in  Patriot, in  its  D ecem ber 25, 1969 
issue, revea ls  the  tru e  n a tu re  o f w h a t are k n o w n  as 'e n c o u n te rs ’.

F I S H Y

O nce aga in  the re  h a s  been an  'e n c o u n te r ' be tw een the 
A n d h ra  P radesh police and pe rsons described  o ff ic ia lly  as N axalites 
in  th e  R a n g a m a tta  h il ls  o f S r ik a k u la m  d is tr ic t ;  a n d  once aga in  
fa ta lit ie s  have o n ly  been on  the  s ide o f the  'N a xa lite s ' w ho . i t  is 
a lleged, w ere a rm e d  and  opened fire  f irs t .  S ix  o f th e m  were k ille d , 
in c lu d in g  tw o  p ro m in e n t pe rsons  lro m  O rissa , a cc o rd in g  to police 
re p o rts . It seem s c u r io u s  th a t, in  the  m a n y  c la sh e s  th a t  have 
ta ke n  p lace in  th is  d is tr ic t ,  a lth o u g h  th e  N a xa lite s  have in v a r ia b ly  
been de sc rib e d  as m en a rm e d  w ith  le th a l w eapons, the  v ic t im s  o f 
b u lle ts  have o n ly  been in  th e ir  ra n k s . E ith e r  the  po licem en 
dep loyed  b y  th e  sta te  g o v e rn m e n t are  a ll J a m e s  B onds  w ith  a 
m ira c u lo u s  ca p a c ity  fo r e vad ing  f ly in g  b u lle ts  a n d  c o u n ty -m a d e  
bom bs, o r  a ll th e  fa c ts  are n o t b e in g  m ade k n o w n  to  th e  p u b lic . The 
re p o rts  o f the  m a n y  in c id e n ts  o f th is  k in d  over severa l m o n th s  now  
leave no  d o u b t th a t  the re  is  s o m e th in g  e x tra o rd in a r ily  fis h y  a b o u t 
w h a t is go in g  on  in  S r ik a k u la m  d is tr ic t .  " I t  is  n o t im p ro b a b le  th a t 
v a r io u s  pe rsons  a re  be ing  f in is h e d  o il u s in g  the  co n v e n ie n t p re te x t 
o f d e a lin g  w ith  N axa lites ; th e  s ta te  g o ve rn m e n t, espec ia lly  its  
po lice  w in g , e v id e n tly  th in k s  th a t  th e  N axa lite  la b e l is  s u f lic ie n t to 
w a rd  o ff p u b lic  c r it ic is m . A  fu ll-s c a le  e n q u iry  s h o u ld  be o rdered  to
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f in d  o u t w h e th e r  th e  po lice  v e rs io n  o f events  in  the  tro u b le d  area  
in  the  p a s t m o n th  is  based on  fac ts . The people have a r ig h t  to 
k n o w  w h e th e r th e  po lice  have been a c tin g  in  se lf-de fence  o r  have 
been engaged in  w a n to n  k il l in g . O n ly  an  im p a r t ia l e n q u iry  can  
e s ta b lis h  the  facts, an d  the  U n io n  G o ve rn m e n t s h o u ld  go in to  th is  
q u e s tio n  w ith o u t  fu r th e r  de lay."

(Patriot, December 26, 1969).

Rape and Loot

"The a tro c it ie s  c o m m itte d  on  th e  people in  the  A gency areas 
can  never be reco rded  in  fu ll.  W ith  com p le te  c o n tro l ove r th e  area, 
th e  g u a rd ia n s  o f la w  and  o rd e r never a llow ed  the  new s to  le a k  o u t. 
Even the  few b its  o f new s th a t d id  le a k  o u t o f the  A gency w as never 
a llow ed  to  see the  lig h t by the  c o n tro lle d  d e m o c ra tic  Press o f 
A n d h ra . B u t  a few  in s ta n c e s  th a t d id  appear, w il l  te ll th e  savage 
h is to ry ."  (Link, D ecem ber 14, 1969).

"Rape o f w om en , lo o tin g  o f peop le 's  p ro p e rty , a n d  e x tra c tin g  
b r ib e  has becom e a co m m o n  fe a tu re  in  these areas", re p o rts  New 
Age, o ffic ia l o rgan  o f th e  CPI.

N eyya la  A n n a p u rn a  o f v illa g e  M o g ilip a d u  in  S r ik a k u la m  
d is t r ic t  w as raped b y .th e  CRP a nd  w as k ille d  a fte rw a rd s .

A n o th e r g ir l o f M a ru v a d a  v illa g e  o f P a rv a th ip u ra m  Lehsil 
w as a lso  raped a nd  k ille d .

N ear K u ru p a m . in  the  v ic in ity  o f S in g p u ra m  fo u r dead 
bod ies  o f J a ta p u  A d iva s i w om en  w ere fo u n d  in  ju te  fie lds . People 
re p o r te d  th a t  th e  CRP ra p e d  th e m  a n d  m u rd e re d  th e m . 
(Visalandhra, J a n u a ry  10, 1970).

T he  th ree  CPI. M .L .A .s  w h o  to u re d  the  area re p o rt th a t, due 
to  the  n u m b e r o f su ch  in c id e n ts , "a com m on  p ra c tice  w ith  the 
a rm e d  po lice  to  l i f t  th e m  in to  th e ir  t ru c k s  and c a rry  th e m  aw ay" 
y o u n g  w om en  in  the  area  are a fra id  o f w a lk in g  on  th e  roads.

L o o tin g  o f people 's p ro p e rty  is  a n o th e r d e m o c ra tic  m e th o d  
o f the  C ongress po lice . People w ere a rres ted  on a la rge  scale, 
b ru ta l ly  a ssa u lte d  and to r tu re d  a n d  th e ir  p ro p e rtie s  loo ted . People 
w h o  d ied  in  po lice  lo c k u p  are  m a n y . T h o u s a n d s  o f peop le  were 
to r tu re d  in  Pa lasa sp ec ia l po lice  c a m p  in c lu d in g  a few  fo llo w e rs  o f 
C ongress a n d  C .P.I. The M .L .A . s give an  exam ple  o f K u rm a y y a
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w h o  lo s t h is  eye, a n d  tw o  m ore  exam p les  o f to r tu re  on c o m m o n  

people.

These M .L .A .'s  re p o rt, th a t  n e a rly  a h u n d re d  people in  
V is a k h a p a tn a m  J a il,  w h o  have been rem anded  by  som e M a g is tra te  
o r  o th e r, w ere  never aga in  p ro d u ce d  be fo re  a n y  M a g is tra te  even 
a fte r 9 m o n th s ; no  ch a rg e -sh e e t w as filed , n e ith e r  w ere th e y  

re leased.

M am ools, w h ic h  had once d isappeared , have been b ro u g h t 
b a c k  w ith  a vengeance by the  po lice  cam ps. A  specia l co rre sp o n d e n t 
o f the  H indu, in  a re p o rt on J a n u a ry  14, 1970, reco rds  th a t  "the  
p re va ilin g  p rac tice  is  fo r a v illage  la n d lo rd  to  ac t as an 'in le rrr ie d ia ry ' 
a nd  ge t fo r the  po lice  ca m p  goa ts  and  p o u ltry  as m am ools  fro m  the  
g ir i ja n  v illages . 1 n o tice d  th a t  th e  'in te rm e d ia rie s ' a lso to o k  the  
o p p o r tu n ity  to  b e n e fit them se lves , by  c o lle c tin g  a la rge q u a n t ity  a t 
th e  v illa g e  level and  pass ing  on  o n ly  a fra c tio n  to  th e  po lice  cam ps."

M a rv e llo u s  m e th o d s  o f a p a c if ic a tio n  ca m p a ig n  ! W hen  once 
i t  is  s ta rte d , i t  c a n n o t be roo ted  o u t t i l l  i t  is  co m p le te ly  e x te rm in a te d  
b y  g re a te r force! The m ig h t ie r  fo rce  o f pea sa n t re v o lu tio n  a lone  can  

end  it.

False 'Encounters' -  Cold Blooded Murders

F a ls e 'e n c o u n te rs ’, in  fa c t co ld -b looded  m u rd e rs  o fc a p tu re d  
com rades  have ta k e n  p lace. The p a tte rn  o f fa s c is t g a n g s te rism  is  
a c o n tin u in g  process, n o t o n ly  in  S r ik a k u la m  d is tr ic t ,  b u t  a lso  in  
v a r io u s  p a rts  o f A n d h ra  P radesh -  espec ia lly  so in  a ll its  fe roc ious  
b ru ta l i ty  in  th e  T e langana  fo re s t b e lt o f K h a m m a m  and  W a ra n g a l 
area. T he  a dven t o f V enga l Rao as the  M in is te r  fo r H om e w as a 
s ig n a l fo r freedom  to  t he tr ig g e r-h a p p y  savage to  im p le m e n t th e ir  
p la n  o f c a p tu re , to r tu re  a n d  m u rd e r  in  a ll its  h e in o u s  fo rm s.

T he  f ir s t  to  fa ll p rey to th is  savage p la n  w as th e  leade r o f the 
K h a m m a m  re v o lu tio n a ry  c o m m itte e  B a th u la  V e n k a te s w a ra  Rao, 

w ho  w as cap t u red  b )f the  so -ca lled  H om e G u a rd s  o f G o n d i G udem  
v illa g e , a lo n g  w ith  S u ry a n a ra y a n a  a n d  V q jja  V e n ka n n a . 
S u ry a n a ra y a n a  w a s  m u rd e re d  on  th e  sp o t b y  th e  fa s c is t s to rm  
tro o p e rs  k n o w n  as H om e G u a rd s  th e  c re a tio n  o f the  C ongress 
regim e to  m a in ta in  feuda l e x p lo ita tio n  in  the  coun trys ide . C om rades 
B a th u la  V e n k a te s w a ra  Rao a n d  V a jja  V e n k a n n a  were h a nded  
over to  th e  A sw a ra o p e t po lice . A ll the  m e th o d s  o f to r tu re  in  th e ir  
a rm o u ry  w ere in f lic te d  on th e m  b y  these  d ev ils  in  h u m a n  fo rm .
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B o ilin g  w a te r  w a s  pou red  on B a th u la . T hey  to ld  th e  people  th a t 
th e y  w ere  b e in g  rem oved to  P a lvancha  h o s p ita l. T hey  w ere  ta ke n  
to  M a m in d la  T h a y i T hogu  a n d  m u rd e re d  in  th e  m o s t b ru ta l 
m a n n e r. L a te r th e  police announce d  th a t  tw o u n k n o w n  co m m u n is ts  
w ere  k il le d  in  an  e n co u n te r.

C om rade  B a th u la  V en ka te sw a ra , w h o  w as in c lu d e d  in  the  
f irs t  in fo rm a tio n  re p o rt in  th is  case w as a B .A ., L .L .B . He ha iled  
fro m R u d ra k s h a p a lle  o f M a d h ira  ta lu k .  He c o n d u c te d  a c o n s is te n t 
b a tt le  a g a in s t re v is io n is m  in  the  c o m m u n is t m ovem en t, and  was 
re sp o n s ib le  fo r the  m o b ilis a tio n  o f the  la rge  c h u n k  o f cad res  in  
th a t d is t r ic t  fo r the  re v o lu tio n a ry  p rog ram m e o f o rg a n is in g  peasant 
re v o lu tio n  to  p u t an  end to  a ll k in d s  o f fe u d a l e x p lo ita tio n . W ith in  
an  e x tre m e ly  s h o r t  span  o f life  he becam e the  m ost p o p u la r  
peop le 's  leader, a nd  m o s t respected p a r ty  fu n c tio n a ry ' o f lire  area.

C om rade  S u rya n a ra ya n a . even th o u g h  he be longed 10 D iv i 
ta lu k  o f K ris h n a , had  gone to th a t  a rea  to  m o b ilise  th e  b ackw a rd  
people o f the  in te r io r  c o u n try s id e  to f ig h t a g a in s t c ru d e s t fo rm s  o f 
fe u d a lis m . T h a t he gave up  h is  jo b  as a te a ch e r to  o rgan ise  the  
peasan ts  to  fu l f i l  the  ta sks  o f a n t i- fe u d a l re v o lu tio n  is  its e lf a 
s h in in g  exam p le  o f sac rifice , in  th is  pe riod  o f d o g -fig h t fo r  loaves 
o f pow e r be in g  w itnessed  a ll ove r the  c o u n try .

C om rade  V a jja  V e n ka n n a  be longs  to  M e tla  T h im m a p flra m  
v illage  o f Y e lle n d u  T a lu k .H a ilin g  fro m  a ko ya  fa m ily , he la id  dow n 
h is  life  in  th is  g lo r io u s  s tru g g le  to rouse  the  people to b re a k  the 
sh a ck le s  o f A s ia tic  fo rm  o f la n d lo rd s  e x p lo ita t io n  and v io lence.

C o u n te rre v o lu tio n  fired its  f ir s t  sho ts  to  n ip  the  re v o lu tio n a ry  
m o ve m e n t in  the  b u d . The sa d is tic  c ru e lty  o f the  savage tra ito rs  
w as p ro c la im e d  as the  legal m e th o d  o f th e  soca lled  d e m ocra tic  
g o ve rn m e n t. T ens  o f com rades  a nd  peasan ts  have been m u rd e re d  
in  the  area  by  th e  s a n c tim o n io u s  la w  and o rd e r agency.

M u th a y y a , J a g d ish , G o p a y y a .T h iru p a th a y y a , a nd  Y e lla  
R eddy are  a few  am ong  the  m a n y  w h o  w ere c a p tu re d , to r tu re d  and 
m u rd e re d  by  these dev ils  in ca rn a te . T h is  is  th e  in s tru m e n t o f 
"socia ljusL ice  ancleconom ic p rog ress"  a b o u t w h ic h  th e  go ve rn m e n t 

to m -to m s  day  and  n ig h t.

T he  so -ca lled  e ncoun te rs , c lashes, search  p a rtie s  a nd  c ro ss ­
fire s  a re  a ll fake  a n d  fa lse. C e rta in  in te re s te d  p a rtie s  in  the 
g o v e rn m e n t in  league w ith  the  lo ca l la n d lo rd s  are try in g  to  create 
a n  a tm o sp h e re  to  c o n tin u e  and  in te n s ify  th e ir  b ru ta l e x p lo ita tio n
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a n d  v io lence .

H ere is  a re p o r t f ro m  Visalandhra p u b lis h e d  on  J u ly  26, 1971. 
"The po lice  ca m p s  have becom e a good cove r fo r  c e r ta in  sec tions  
o f la n d lo rd s  to  c o n tin u e  th e ir  ille g a l m e th o d s  o f e x p lo ita t io n  o f the  
people. These po lice  ca m p s  have been v e ry  h a n d y  fo r  a  few  police 
o ffice rs  to  m ake  use o f th e m  to  a rre s t a n y  person  th e y  w a n t to  lay  
th e ir  h a n d s  on  to  te rro r is e  a nd  to r tu re  th e m  to  e x tra c t m oney  fro m  
them .T hese  cam ps  have becom e a lu c ra tiv e  sou rce  o f in com e  in  
th e  h a n d s  o f c o r ru p t  po lice  o ffic ia ls . T he  po lice  have co n d u c te d  
ra ids  on M a n ik y a p u ra m . Y e llapu ram , M a rrig u d e m , M u m p u g u d e m , 
U p ir ik a y a la p a lle  T a nda , P o lam pa lle . a nd  q u ite  a n u m b e r o f o th e r 
v illages , a n d  in f l ic te d  severe b ru ta l to r tu re s  on th e  poor. A ll these 
po in te d  o u t by th e  la n d lo rd s  are a rres ted , to r tu re d  and  la te r  
re leased afLer e x tra c tio n  o f m oney  as a  prize  fo r  freedom ." T h is  
c le a lry  p a in ts  th e  p ic tu re  o f te r ro r  th a t  is  s ta lk in g  the  areas o f 
K h a m m a m , W a ra n g a l a nd  K a r im n a g a r d is tr ic ts .

A  lo o k  a t th e  fa n ta s tic  b it  o f new s in  Andhra Jyothi, p u b lis h e d  
on  A u g u s t 18, 1971, c le a r ly  revea ls  th e  fa ls ity  o f th e  h a n d o u t g iven  
to  the  Press.

T h is  new s fro m  H yd e ra b a d  p ro c la im s  th a t th e  b rave  po lice 
e n co u n te re d  f ir in g  fro m  the  re v o lu tio n a r ie s  in  M a n ik y a p u ra m  
fo re s t fro m  b e h in d  the  b u s h e s  and  in  the  re ta lia to ry ' fire  fro m  the  
po lice  one re v o lu tio n a ry ' d ied  and  five  o th e rs  escaped in to  the  
fo rest. The u n h u r t  po lice  re tu rn e d  to  th e ir  hom es safe. T h a t c learly ' 
in d ic a te s  th a t  one m ore  peasan t o f the  a rea  has  been f in is h e d  o ff  
to encourage the  e s ta b lis h m e n t o f a few  m ore  po lice  cam ps.

T h is  new s in Hindu, A u g u s t 13, 1971, a n n o u n ce s  th a t "an 
o b s e rv a tio n  p a rty  fire d  on th e  po lice  w h o  w ere c o m b in g  R o llavagu, 
R e d d ip a lli, a nd  S in g a ra m  areas in  th e  d is t r ic t  o f W aranga l. W hen  
th e  po lice  re tu rn e d  th e  fire " -  aga in  no po lice  is  h u r t  -  "the  
e x tre m is ts  lied  leav ing  b e h in d  tw o  g u n s , 4 6  ro u n d s  o f a m m u n it io n , 
a sw o rd , tw o  kn ives , a w r is t-w a tc h , ca sh  o f Rs. 1 ,183, go ld  and  
s ilv e r o rn a m e n ts  p re su m e d  to  be in vo lve d  in  a d e co ity  c o m m itte d  
b y  the  e x tre m is ts ."

I need n o t u n n e s s a r ily  ta ke  the  tim e  o f th e  c o u r t  w ith  fu r th e r  
in c id e n ts  to  prove the  fa ls ity ' o f po lice  s ta te m e n ts  w h ic h  are  m e a n t 
m a in ly  to  cover u p  th e ir  b ru ta l i ty  a g a in s t th e  people. T h e ir  m e th o d  
is  c lea r. T e rro rise  th e  people, iso la te  th e  re v o lu tio n a r ie s  fro m  
th e m , a nd  n ip  the  re v o lu t io n  in  th e  b u d . R e v o lu tio n a rie s  k n o w
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th a t  to  live  lik e  f is h  in  the  ocean o f th e  In d ia n  m asses, b y  a d o p tin g  
th e  m ass lin e  o f  C om rade  M a o T se tu n g , w i l l  f in a lly  a n d  irre vo ca b ly  
b re a k  the  b a ckb o n e  o f the  In d ia n  ru lin g  c lass.

Le t i t  n o t be ta k e n  th a t these sec tions  a re  im p le m e n te d  on ly  
in  S r ik a k u la m  a n d  W a ra n g a l-K h a m m a m  areas. T he  sam e ta c tic s  
o f 'a r re s t- to r tu re -a n d  shoo t' are adop ted  everyw here  in  A n d h ra . 
W ith o u t e n u m e ra tin g  the  v a r io u s  in c id e n ts  in  v a r io u s  d is tr ic ts , let 
m e take  m y  ow n  d is t r ic t  as exam ple .

Tortures and Murders in Anantapur D istrict

A n a n ta p u r  d is t r ic t  w itnessed  the  m u rd e r  o f one N ag ireddy 
o fP a m u d u r th i K o n d a p u ra m  in  P e n u ko n d a  ta lu k  in  1970. He was 
a p o p u la r  pea sa n t y o u th  and  stood by  th e  people in  f ig h t in g  the 
a tro c it ie s  o f n o to r io u s  R eddy la n d lo rd  g a n g s te rs  o f the  area. To m y 
know ledge  the re  has not been a s ing le  la n d lo rd  w h o  w as even 
in te rro g a te d  b y  th e  po lice . One o f the  suspec ted  leaders  o f th is  
gang  o f m u rd e re rs , the  n o to r io u s  P a m u d u rth y  B a yp a  Reddy 
w ith in  a s h o r t t im e  even becam e a M em ber o f  P a rlia m e n t in  the 
m id - te rm  e le c tio n s  in  M a rch  1971, as a d is t in g u is h e d  s o c ia lis t o f 
In d ira  C ongress.

Yet, fa k in g  advan tage  o f a deco ity  in  one o f the  v illages  in  
K a d ir i, the  po lice  m an  - h u n t  o f N a xa lite s  in  A n a n ta p u r  d is tr ic t  
reached  th e  h ig h e s t o f b ru ta l i ty  - never be fore  w itn e sse d  in  th a t 
area. Tw o o r  th re e  exam p les o f th e ir  savagery w il l  be enough .

C om rade  B. C. R am appa  w as a d is t in g u is h e d  m em ber o f the 
C o m m u n is t P a rty  o f T a d ip a tr i ta lu k  long  be fore  the  s p lit  in  the 
C o m m u n is t P a rty . He w as a rres ted  ne a r P a ya p ili in  G opal Nagar 
C o lony  in  th e  th ir d  w eek ol O c tobe r 1970. He is  sa id  to  have been 
handed  ove r to  th e  N axa lite  S P., k n o w n  as C h e v iti V e n ka t 
R am ana. He w as lodged in  A n a n ta p u r  po lice  lo c k -u p , la te r  in  
K a d ir i and  O b u la m  C h e ru vu  po lice  lo c k -u p  a n d  w as bea ten  and 
to r tu re d  m e rc ile ss ly . W hen  he w as in  the  la s t s tages o f h is  life , the 
a lre a d y  h a lf-d e a d  C om rade  R am appa w as  lif te d  to D o rla k o n d a  
and  s h o t dead, u n d e r  the  fac ile  an d  the  n o w  fa m ilia r  p lea th a t he 
d ied  in  a c la sh  o f fire  a nd  c ro ss -fire . H is  b o d y  w as n o t g iven  fo r 
p o s t-m o rte m . I t  w a s  n o t h a n d e d  over to  h is  re la tio n s . N o t even any  
fo rm a lity  o f  n o rm a l p rocess o f la w  even a fte r  d e a th  w as adopted .

W h a t a  c o n tra s t be tw een  the  tw o  cases ! In  the  case o f the 
m u rd e r  o f th e  a n t i- la n d lo rd  peasan t y o u th  the  go ve rn m e n t behaved
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as th o u g h  n o th in g  a b n o rm a l h a d  h appene d  a n d  one o f the  
n o to r io u s  la n d lo rd s , suspected  to  be re sp o n s ib le  fo r  m u rd e r, even 
becom es a n  M .P. o f the  ru lin g  C ongress. In  the  case o f the  N axa lite , 
th e  g o v e rn m e n t behaved as th o u g h  the  top  h ad  co lla p se d  a nd  its  

fo u n d a tio n s  w ere s h a k in g .

L e t us  ta ke  a n o th e r  exam p le  o f to r tu re  o f an  o rd in a ry
peasan t. S ri T. N a rayana  o f D e v ir ip a lle  o f K a d ir i ta lu k  w as 
a rre s te d  an d  to r tu re d  in h u m a n ly  in  in te rro g a tio n  to loca te  the  
w here  a b o u ts  o f R a u f - a leader o f M .L. P a rty . In  the  process o f 
to r tu re  the  savages p o u re d  ke rosene  on h im  and set h im  on lin  
a n d  la te r  re leased th e  news th a t he set f ire  to  h im s e lf. He w as la te i 
a d m itte d  in  the  h o s p ita l on  N ovem ber 30 , 1970, b u t no m a g is tra te  
w as  b ro u g h t to reco rd  h is  d y in g  d e c la ra tio n . He d ied  on D ecem ber 
1, 1970. W h a t m o ra l o r legal r ig h t h a s  th is  g o v e rn m e n t to  ta lk  o f 
th e  s a n c t ity  o f th e  C o n s titu t io n  and lega l m e th o d s , w h e n  i t  is  its e lf  
an  in c a rn a tio n  o f a d ev il b e h a v in g  a n t i-c o n s f itu t io n a lly .  ille g a lly , 

a nd  im m o ra lly ?

L e t u s  f in a lly  fake  a n o th e r exam p le  : C om rade  E ru k a la  
Reddy o f F a d ip a tr i ta lu k  w as a rre s te d  in  re la tio n  to a case As a 
re s u lt  o f b ru ta l to r tu re s  in f lic te d  on  h im , h is  h e a rt and  lu n g s  w ere 
b a d ly  dam aged. La te r, due  to the  fa ilu re  o! h o s p ita l d o c to rs  to  tre a t 

h im , he d ied  in  th e  s u b - ja il itse lf.

Every' d is t r ic t  in  A n d h ra  P radesh has as n vn h o rr ib le  
h is to ry ' o f la n d lo rd -p o lic e  te rro r . The dea th  dance  ol th e  la n d lo rd  
b o u rg e o is  g o v e rn m e n t is  in  lu l l  sw ing . M e th o d s  are m any . 
P a r t ic ip a t in g  c h a ra c te rs  are d iffe re n t. B u t  th e  p u rpose  is  the  same 
- cow  d o w n th e  re v o lu tio n a rie s , b re a k  the  b a ckb o n e  o f the  r is in g  
fid e  o f ag ra  r ia n  re v o lu tio n , to  sa fegua rd  the  fe u d a l e x p lo ita tio n .

Jails Are Hell
L a th i  cha rges  o r s h o o tin g s  are  also n o t u n c o m m o n  in  

A n d h ra  P radesh  in s id e  the  ja i ls .  A fte r  a ll th e  p rocess o f to r tu re s  
is  co m p le te d , fake  charges are leve lled  a g a in s t th o u s a n d s  o f 
re v o lu tio n a ry ' leaders , cadres  a nd  peasan ts . They' are th ro w n  in to  
in n u m e ra b le  s u b - ja ils , d is t r ic t  ja i ls ,  and  even cen tra l ja i ls ,  as 
u n d e r tr ia ls .  T he re  !s no ecu. , j  these cases. They' go on lo r  years  

a n d  ages.

In  these c irc u m s ta n c e s , life  in  the  ja i ls ,  too, is  m ade 
im p o s s ib le . O n  D ecem ber 1, 1970, in  th e  f ir in g  in  C h it to o r  s u b - ja il
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on  re v o lu tio n a rie s . C om rade  N a ra ya n a  R eddy w as s h o t dead and 
m a n y  o th e rs  rece ived in ju r ie s .

O n  M a y  5, 1970, a severe la th i cha rge  on  CPI (M .L.) and  
re v o lu tio n a r ie s  w as u n le a sh e d  in  R a ja h m u n d ry  c e n tra l ja i l .

A g a in , on  th e  sam e p r is o n e rs  w h o  w ere tra n s fe rre d  to V izag 
c e n tra l ja i l ,  the re  w as a n o th e r la th i charge  on  O c to b e r 1, 1971,

B o th  o u ts id e  a n d  in s id e  the  ja i ls ,  th e  te r ro r  ca m pa ign  
c o n tin u e s  un a b a te d .

L a n d lo rd  b o u rgeo is  te r ro r  in  Nazi s ty le  c o n tin u e s  on  a ll. 
E ven  the  w r ite rs  are  n o t spared . The fa m o u s  'Viplava' K a v u lu  had 
to  tas te  the  b it te r  p il l ol d e te n tio n . L ite  ra il} 'w o rk s  are b a n n e d  from  
sa le  a n d  c irc u la t io n . Even the  g o v e rn m e n t em ployees are not 
spa red  la th is  a nd  b u lle ts .

N ever has  the  co u n try ' w itnessed  s u c h  la rge-sca le  te r ro r  as 
i t  is  w itn e s s in g  today. T he  g re a te r the  econom ic a n d  p o lit ic a l c r is is  

.  th a t  th e  g o v e rn m e n t faces, the  g re a te r the  u n a b a sh e d  use  o f la th is  
a n d  b u lle ts .

B efore  I close, le t me pay m y hom age to  the  h e ro ic  fig h te rs  
w h o  la id  d ow n  th e ir  lives in  th is  g re a t b a tt le  fo r la n d  a nd  lib e rty  

fo r  the  e s ta b lis h m e n t o f peop le ’s dem ocracy.

As Le n in  w ro te , "L ife  w il l  a s s e rt itse lf. Le t the  
bourgeo is ie  rave, w o rk  i ts e lf  in to  a  frenzy , overdo  
th ings , com m it s tu p id it ie s , ta ke  vengeance on the  
B o ls h e v ik s  in a d va n ce  a n d  e n d e a vo u r to k i l l  o f f  (in 
In d ia , H u n g a ry , G em rany etc), h und reds , thousands, 

a n d h u n d re d s  o f  th o u sa n d s  o f  tom orrow 's  B o lshev iks .
A c tin g  thus, the bourgeo is ie  ac ts  as  a ll c lasses doom ed  
b y  h is to ry  have  acted. C om m un is ts  s h o u ld  Im o w  th a t 
the  fu tu re , a t a n y  ra le , be longs to them ; there fore , w e  
can  a n d  m u s t com bine  the  m ost in tense  p a ss io n  in  the  
g re a t re v o lu tio n a ry  s tru g g le  w ith  the  coo lest a n d  m ost 

sobe r e va lu a tio n  o f  the  m a d  ra v ings  o f  the bourgeo is ie .'

("Left W ing Communism, An Infantile Disorder").

THE SUCCESS OF THE 
REVOLUTION IS ASSURED

In  th e  "Immediate Programme" we h a d  s ta te d  :

"Ind ia  is  a neo-co lony . The people  o f th is  co u n try ' are 
s u f fe r in g  fro m  th e  e x p lo ita t io n  o f US im p e r ia lis m , B r i t is h  
im p e r ia l is m , S o v ie t re v is io n is t  n e o -c o lo n ia lis m . A lo n g  w ith  
im p e r ia lis m , fe u d a lis m  is  a lso  an  im p o r ta n t e x p lo ita t io n  force. 70 
pe r c e n t to  8 0  pe r c e n t o f the  people liv in g  in  ru ra l a reas are 
s u ffe r in g  fro m  v a r io u s  fo rm s  o f fe u d a l e x p lo ita tio n . In  these 
c irc u m s ta n c e s . In d ia n  re v o lu tio n  w il l  be com p le ted  in  tw o  stages. 

T oday  we are in  the  stage o f N e w -D e m o cra tic  R e vo lu tio n ."

In  th e  co u rse  o f m y  s ta te m e n t, 1 have e xp la in e d  as to  how  the  

In d ia n  b ig  bo u rg e o is ie  be trayed  the  re v o lu tio n  a nd  how  it  has 
a llow ed  fo re ig n  fin a n ce  c a p ita l to  e x p lo it th e  c o u n try ' in  va r io u s  
fo n n s  m u c h  m ore  in te n s iv e ly  th a n  even in  the  c o lo n ia l period . I 
have a lso  e x p la in e d  h o w  the In d ia n  b ig  bo u rg e o is ie  a llie d  its e lf  
w ith  fe u d a l la n d lo rd s  an d  p rin c e s  a n d  he lped  th e m  to in te n s ify  
even fe u d a l e x p lo ita t io n  a long  w ith  g ro w in g  c a p ita lis t  re la tio n s .

T he re fo re , i t  is  c le a r th a t  th e  In d ia n  d e m o c ra tic  re v o lu tio n  
ca n  succeed o n ly  u n d e r  the  le a d e rs h ip  o f  the  p ro le ta r ia t.

Liberation Can Su cceed  Only Under th e  Leadership  
of the Proletariat

In  1925, a d d re s s in g  the  s tu d e n ts  o f  the  u n iv e rs ity  o f the 
peoples o f  th e  E ast, S ta lin  h ad  w a rn e d  th e  n a tio n a l lib e ra tio n  
m o ve m e n ts  ol c o lo n ia l c o u n tr ie s  a b o u t th e  ro le  o f the  c o lo n ia l b ig  

bo u rg e o is ie  s u c h  as in  In d ia  :

" In  c e r ta in  c o u n tr ie s  (In d ia , fo r in s ta n ce ) c a p ita lis m  is 
g ro w in g  ra p id ly  and  is  g iv in g  b ir th  to  a n d  c ry s ta ll is in g  a m ore  o r 

less n u m e ro u s  c lass  o f p ro le ta r ia n s ."

"A s  th e  re v o lu tio n a ry ' m o ve m e n t p rogresses, th e  n a tio n a l 
b o u rg e o is ie  in  s u c h  c o u n tr ie s  d iv id e s  in to  tw o  se c tio n s , a 
re v o lu tio n a ry  sec tion  ( the  petty' b ou rgeo is ie ) a nd  a c o m p ro m is in g  
sec tion  (the b ig  bourgeo is ie). The fo rm e r c o n tin u e s  the  re v o lu tio n a ry  
s tru g g le ; th e  la t te r  e n te rs  in to  a b lo c k  w ith  im p e r ia lis m ."


