The "special" road, that is, the parliamentary
road, advocated by the Dange renegade clique and the

other revisionists in the Indian Communist Party is
treachery, pure and simple, to deceive the people. To
put it bluntly, they don the cloak of a o'Communist"
r,vhile prostrating thernselves before the landiord and
br-rreaucrat-caoitalist classes to beg for some official
posts so that they can check and stamp out the people's
revolution and loyally safeguard the reactionary rule
of imperialism and its lackeys in India.
The struggle of the revolutionaries in the Indian
Communist Party against the revisionist line concerns
the success of the Indian revolution and the destiny and
future of the 500 million Indian people. The Indian
revolution will march to victory step by step if it takes
the road of the Chinese revolution, 'the road of Mao
Tse-tung. If the revisionist line is follorved, not only
r,r,ill the Indian u,orking people be unable to achieve
liberation, but their country will be further reduced to
the position of a dependency of U.S. imperiaiism and
Soviel modern revisionism.

Armed Strugg
intense struggle
I r Ngoing

between the trvo lines ha-s been
on for a Iong time inside the Indian Communist Party. The struggle has centred on the question of which road the Indian revolution ought to take.
This is a key issue upon which the success or failure of
the Indian revolution hinges.
z

Revolutionaries in the Indian Communist Party
resciutely advocate the seiz,.rre of power by armed
struggle, and make it clear that they wiil take the
road of the Chinese people v,ho have rvon victory in
their revolution under the guidance of the great leader
Chairman Mao Tse-tung. Some revisionist chieftains,
hcr.l'ever, have feverishly pushed ahead rvith the revisionist parliamentary road, thus doing tremendous
harm to the Indian revolution.
Guided by the light of Mao Tse-tung's thought,
armed struggle flared and spread in Telengana in 194651. Telengana is in the northern part of Andhra State,
southeast India, which was at that time part of eastern
Hyderabad. It has an area of 44,000 square miles and
a population of over 10 million. Its peasants have long
been ruthlessly exploited by the British imperiaiists and
feudal forces. Ha.1f the land is orvned by the princes
and most of the rest by the big landlords. More than
50 per cent of the peasants are landless, Under tyran-

nical rule, the masses li.ve like beasts of burden.
Aua:tst 11,
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Our great leader Chaj.rman Mao Tse-tung teaches
prevails over the West wind
or the West rvind prevails over the East wind; there is
no room for compromise in thc struggle between the
trvo lines."

us: "Either the East wind

TIie rerrolutionaries in the Indian Communist Party
and the revolutionary people of India should draw on
the profound historical lesson of Telengana, draw a
clear-cut line of demarcation between themselves and
the revisionist line politicaily, ideoiogically and organizationaliy and wage a resolute struggle against modern
revisionism centred on the Soviet revisionist ruling clique. The revolutionaries in the Indian Communist Party will surely enhance their strength in the
struggle and build a genuinely revolutionary Party of
N.Iarxisrn-Leninism, 1\llao TSe-tung's thought. Only in
this rvay can they steadfastly carry on the correct
revolutionary line, lead the Indian people to defeat the
in-rperialists and their lackeys and win final victory for
the Indian people's revolution!
(AtLgust 3.)
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Telengons

The Telengana people have a glorious tradition of
1930s and early 40s, mass struggles
broke out against feurdal exploiiation, and the influence
of the Indian Communist Party grew steadily among
the peasants. In 1946 a mass organization, Andhra
Maliasabha, led by the Indian Communist Part;2, had a
membelship of more than 100,000.

struggle. In the

The armed struggle first broke out

in

Shayapet,

Nalgonda District, in June. 1946. It was touched off bv
the mur.der of an Andhra Maha.sabha official by a landlord. The angered peasants, led by the Indian Comn:unist Party, rose and seized land and weapons from the
landioi'ds. The storm of revolution spread rapidly and
village people's committees and people's volunteers r';ele
esta'alished throughcut the area. They resisted the
30,000 troops mustered by the Nizam, ruier of H;,-derabad.

Bv the end of

194?, the uprising had spread to
villages. Armed struggle continued to surge still
higher under the guidance of Mao Tse-tung's thought.
Local organizations of the Indian Coinmunist Palty
fought steadfastly along the road taken by the Chinese
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rerroiution. By September 1948, the rvhole of Telengana
was afiame, and a red political pow'er was set up
embracing some 3,000 villages and a population of
nearly 3 million. The guerriila force increased to 2,000
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men and 10,000 villagers joined the militia. Agrarian
reform u,as carried out in the liberated a-reas. About
one million acres of land were confiscated from the
landlords for free distribution to the landless and landpoor peasants. For the first time in history, the peasants of Telengana were free. The l{izam's regin-ie was
shaken to the core.
The Nehru regime at first confined itself to provicling the Nizam rvith arms and ammunition to suppress
the uprising. Then, seeing that this feudal prince rvas
in cru-cial danger, Nehru ordered tens of thousands ot'
troops to invade Hyderabad. Telengana was plunged
into a bloodbath. More than a million peasants were

arrested and tortured.

Fighting the enemy, but rvith heavy odds against
them. the peasant guerrii,as suffered ternpol-ar-]- r€1-er'.ses.
They rvere militarilf inesper-ienced anri so:re oi lhtir

leaders vacillated. Nevertheless. n-ith rride supcort
from the masses. they quickly recovered and carried
on the fight. Some of them moved into the jungles
to continue operations from there; others resumed their
activities shortly after they had been put down. New
areas of guerrilla activity were opened up in the ccastal
districts of Andhra. Between 1948 and 1951, the Congress party never succeeded in quelling by force of
arms the armed revolution in Telengana.

After 1949, and especially in 1950 and 1951, the
guerrillas used flexible tactics. They ambushed enemy
troops, blew up enemy vehicles and attacked rnunition
durnps and police stations. In the three months
October-December, 1950, they carried out 341 such
operations. By the end of that year. the guerriilas of
Karimnagar district had u'ell-established contacts with
the people in 300 villages. At the beginning of 1951,
guerrillas were active in over 100 villages in the coastal districts of Andhra state. Up to the end of 1951,
government troops were still afraid of moving into
Telengana's mountain areas.
In October 1950, a vast guerrilla zr:ne of 40,000
square miles u,,ith a population of 10 rniliion was
established in an area which included Teiengana and
Andhra of nor:thern Madras.
The brilliant successes achieved by the armed
struggle in Telengana had a tr-emendous impact on
peasant struggles ail over India. Betw,een 1946 anrt
1951, peasant armed struggles broke out in Kerala,
West Bengal, Uttar Pradesh, Tiripura, Manipur ar-rd in
the Garo hill country in Assam.
From the very beginning, the armed struggle in
Telengana came up against opposition and sabotage
from the counter-revolutionary revisionists in the
Indian Communist Party. First the;z slanderously
charged that it "undermined the united front,, and then
they attacked those who advocated foliorving the road
of the Chinese revolution as preaching the theory of
"leadership by the peasantry.,, Dange and a handful
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of exiremeiy reactionary revisionists openly vilified
the peasants' armed struggles as "adventurism" and
"individual terroristrr." They were determined to betray the armed struggle in Telengana. In a party document issued in September 1950 and again in an open
statement in 1951, they vilified the Chinese people's
revolutionary war led by Chairman Mao Tse-ti-rng and
put forr,var:d the theory of India's "exceptionalisnr" in
an hysterical attempt to prevent the Indian people
from taking the road of the Chinese revolution.

In June 1951, the Indian Communist Party's Central Committee controiled by the handful of revisionists adopted a resolution on settling the Telengana
struggle by negotiation. Under pretext of "restoring
peaceful conditions in Telengana," they begged for
negctiations rvith the Congress government. In July,
:1e1- lasiill' sent a delegation to Hyderabad for talks
r..-:-.r: i!:: ircai gcrerlrment. During the talks. the cielegaiion \i-eni on its k::ees asking ihe government to
acc€pt tr*.o minirnurn ierands ior en<iing the armed
struggle: one, that the gorernment stcp seizing the
land of the peasants; and trvo, proclaim an amnesty
for the guerrilias. They were categoricall.,- rejected by
the locai government. In October of the same ,year,
the Central Committee of the Indian Communist Party
unilaterally issued a statement of capitulation. The
statement said that the central committee had decided
to advise the Teler-rgana peasantry and the figl-rting
partisans to cease all guei:rilla act,ivities, and mobilize
the people to defeat the Congress party in the elections.
Thus, the Telengana armed struggle u,as shamefully

betrayed. Mass aruests, jailing and killings of the
revolutionary peasants by the Indian reactionaries foliowed. AII the fruits of victory won by the revolutionary peasants in the arried struggle were lost.

In the past decade and more, the hercic armed
struggle of the Telengana peasants has had a farreaching impact on and been a profound lesson for
the Indian people longing for liberation. Aft,er many
setbacks and heavy sacrifices. the Irrdian masses have
come to reaiize that the parliamentary road of "defeating the Congress party in eleciions" advocated by
the revisionists in the Indian Communist Party under
the cloak of Nllarxism-Leninism is a road of out-andout betrayal and burial of the Indian revoiution. They
have come to realize that the or-rIy road to genuine
liberation is the road of victory of the Chinese revolution Ied by the great leader Chairman Nilac Tse-tung,
the revolutionary road of the proletarian vanguard
golng to the countryslde and leading the peasants in
armed struggle, the road of buiiCing base areas in the
countryside, encircling the cities from the countr5zside
and finally seizing political power throughout the
country. Only in this u'ay' can the Indian people overthrou, imperialism. Soviet levisionistn, feudalism and
bureaucrat-comprador capitalism, those mourttains on
their backs rvhich rveigh them dorvn, and trltl]' achieve
liberation to become the masters oL their coutrtll.
Peking Reuie-*, i{o.
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