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leaves very imueh ,to ,be desired. Secondly the greatesMhrift must 
be observed from top to bottom. , • , 

lilt . -re,•dnr main iOQtfi•e;, .the most im�ant features of 
Ollt' ieconomt •MtdatiollV I whtttt IIIUst •form the mai� point in. the 
disaJ • on o1 otw Buct,.t.,o1 • , ._ , . , ,,
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Agric11lt11ral Policy of Britsh hnperiaUsm 
. •• •.' . . . in ,India. 

By 0. A. K. Lu ha rt i.
Receutty Lord Readinf, the otlitgoing Viceroy of lndia� 

aunow1�,,tbe .�PQiot•llffl ol t-..1 Co�11mii.sion to
i

t�U) the <4,;r ,-
cubw-.al oondit�t� tb� �wit�y. lh1s �, r .a s�mt .. \ oi 
official •temeqts, • \»lb in lnd.1a and Ena\and, t airioultu;e 
1s the greatest. problem confrontin-,£ lnd•a todJly. The 11omi11a1.un 
o,f 1be nexJ viC'c,J;�y who i to SlJf -� l..or.d _R���r�, ha� a_l�u 
be,:n �rwl Mi a �ian,that agri<.."Ul�ure is to. occu,py 0H1c1-11 atlooLion 
�1?\Pi 'the. �xl ,,i,,,y.,,, yea.rs to a 001��de.rably �realer extc:� �h:u1 
before: -1,..ord lrwia, -the viceroy-drs1en�tt. having been a m1111 ter 
o! ae,ricuJtuire i11, 4 Con6ervat1ve cabinet. 

lt 1s si.g11 ifU!JJlt tllat this discovery ol � 11�rta_nre of 
a�rioult\l,re bas beet1 ma,d� n<)tw .. �uy of tn.e �waraJu.t critics o! 
tll� British gov�r!\�

. 
's new airicultural pol1cy(;,h�ve. however. 

missed th,e sigpificange. They Jtave rQn fl.v,ta.YJ . with the .,h;tsl_ya.s,sumptlon thaf it 1s meant to divert t� ''.•�pi\011 ol the publ.1r 
tr(¥11,tne po1itica1 p� (JWJ)ely ag1�tion· for ,iutonomy etc.) 
w ,i,ch NOIX;, /� �portanl';.
.. , No*, ,the oow �ciOL.lolmra-1 pol-icy of lhe Bnti�h go�erni�• 

i not de&i.enee to W(e attention a.waJJ .f{om th\:! ',pobt1cal
.problullf.s", .'iba.t may or may be one oi it� �leots iu th_e &c:,ns.:.· 
0( lhe,,Sw�ti i,o�¢rpr� .. l All· On the other hand II l .  d�r
tl-.Nri 1t i,s �-�ri.ed as a lurtoor overhaultnig a.u� mo-dern1sat1on 
nf the mechanism of Qpµre sion. 

'U1o economic exploitation of the Indian populauou 1s dom· 
acoordtn� 10 a cor:ta-in ays.iem. 1 The ystem dl.iJli_ s w,1th deve­
loping CU-C1llt1Stanoes; s�mple robbe.ry by ·tor� ,cwl � pl.we to
robbery by subtle �thod. �I Ira� 011 national_ spJe6 UJ the 
nisto1:.x � :<X>Jqoial e�opma.iit.OWi. hll the ��J\UIDi of
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impenalis.t wa_r, lndia. ,was ru:5ed by the British c�talist as 
a vast reservoir ot raw rn.atenals, and 111 the e,con,d pl-ace as a 
t[ump19g. g - , t ctr"�g1

a;;
- • Th� 

�a-s uj<i,u e . 0 ��. �uni �ritisb
cap.ital..!w.orkina" on the !ij)Ot rn_ zia1i,.-.....,....,....-1ll. 1 _e_nas��. 
industries. There was aLs-0 developing an active pa.rf 1c1pai1on ol 
natirv _c'9i i �}Pfb4i1;.ie -·:, 

r • J , .• t � . •�., i . 
But the economic character1sh<:s of pre-war lod1a remained, 

m spite ot the cooneooin, ipro�sniol iJ�truaLis�. tho� of aJi 
1 001.JSlria,Ur, baclcward country. Tht' proletariat con_ 1 te<l,_ f r tht' 
most part, ol t}Jt vast IT$1sses of the tnlser_.b1y-p�td agr1cul tur�l 
workers a·oo ihe cooli� on the pl4J1tations, with a fr1ngt" or 
industrial wor�ers; �roperlj so-�aHed. in I thi fatge cities like
Bombay, 'Cawnpore, CalFut�, and �adres. The function of these 
labouring �
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,p�duce .. raw ma-terlals and to prepare 
them for �rt t& e1 an

d 
and in the §econd place to abso11b.

a.ccx;>rd,iug to th�it , � capacity, :he industrial imporl from 
England. The suflplus-val<ie from th1s proc�s� had �n. ·hared 
between the foreign and the nati>Je bourgeo1 1e, the 110n s sh.ar� 
ot c<>W"Se g.oi-ng u, the former. 

AJready dittring the war, a start ,was. made_ WJt.h a -mor�
exten Ive �elopment ol industries, tor the unmed,ate purppse of 
.:uppl)'. +ng the war needs of B6Hsh imper\�sm_ in the N� and 
the MiMle ,Ea t. Since then tb.t industrialisation of �•a t\2.b 
become the aeeeipfed pol-ic·y of British, iniper,i&li n._ as Laid down 
by i'he ·lndmtrnl O,trmi ,ion 19to-1Qt7. There 1s now a coo· 
.,f.arit ·now of capital ·trorn Lon.don to0 .vanous Lnd>U6tn:al ,areas

. 
in 

lntha, 'w�, in coll�rati0t1 with cap1�l supplied by tbe.r�llvt: 
bourgooisie, the loundations ha,ve beet& laid for what, _1s practi.c.a.ll) 
an industml- revolutiou after the J110del ot that ,which ba�1�e I
In Europe geneuaay i�fbe t9� oenti,ry in the �r,10<!· oi tra�twi. 
from· the eet>O()lt11Y ot �ild and Otaft• rndustnes to the l11gh�• 
economy of high stal ·industrial I 1111. 

As js • we ,1 lcno�Jl the :ndus�ial\c;'a♦ion of a country mm1
have io th� t,ee-wnini,' as its bajiS, a 'irotected" home-1nard<e-1.
Thi • ,' tlie t�&$jl.TJ g:>ncfition .'�f'1ifs 'ij¥?Jiwih. It mean� th t the

&_ ;.. :S
T
{�)"i i n ·oourrtrie ·'fkr � supplv ot goo..1s to lnd1J c�mpe_\�t1.oµ,,�·"1, � � t'roH«!i alt!- ,fft·�s,a,y, 1�e io cease. 

1�=' ;1r,J�� -what9·ts �Hg•done lt1 �fa now t>:,, a· system 

of pr�dive ta.riJfs "discriminate. protectlOO" and bounties. lhe
larg ·•f•@ bf s1eet �ad�s··fo ;Jndia. �amely _Tata � 0,
has ·re.oaveti ·\11.rge-�,.I� Many other 1ndustne.s a� 'pro•
t ctecf"., • .. , ;, • '., , I· ,t \ 1J l , ' 1r.,.r r , . , , . . ..-�! , 

, 'Bf.tf'the a� _oft loreitt91 ��•t14n.,,1s .onl� one ,it j)le
tacfor -irr�·�tlo}1,1at' il•,oomt-map<et •. Aoottier: and. a,,. e
importa_n.! .. �dor_�s·l •·1t;uyin�eity·, ot the po�����
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