The Reign of Violence of the

MacDonald Government in India.
"By V. Chabr.

When the MacDonald government entered into office. a
vonservative politician, on being asked his opinion regarding
the probable fength of lifc of the new Cabinet, declared that the
test for MacDonald would be India. For the English bourgeoi-
Se it is, as a matter of fact, more advantageous to make use
ofits most Left wing. represented by MacDonald’s Party, for

¢ purpose of crushing the Indian national revolutionary
movement,

| R}ght from the first moment the government of the social
mDenahsgs has not in any way differed from its reactionary,
?‘)nser\'atlve predecessor. The continuation of the Mecerut
ttr)m:j,the rejusal td grant even the most elementary concessions
on lhe na.tu.)nal-revolutlmlary movement, thc. rulh_less attacks
e ¢ striking workers—all this the B_nt-lsll financial magnates
i '“SFlYes could not have better carried out than their social-
mperialist lackeys.

s, ¢ revolutionary crisis in India is devcloping. Colossal
Mt‘f’e.s of the town workers and of the Indian peasants are

ICipating in the struggle. The Mass Strike as a weapon in
°ﬂen’iz t against imperialist oppression, street demoustrations,
o ( eeagixng to bloody qollxsngng, active and passive resistance
omshndelolence of the lmpeflahs.l gqvernment—‘thesg are the
Origin ng features of the situation in India. Gaudhi's March

ated as a result of the pressure of the profoundly excited

masses: it was undertaken by Gandhi in the hope that the
MacDonald government would prefer to come to a compromise
with the reformist wing of the Indian national movement,
with the advocates of “non-violence™, rather than call forth
an outbreak of the poweriul and violent mass movement. Na-
tional reformism wanted to make it possible for Macbonald to
gain time. And MacDonald made use of this time in order
to arm his battalions to the tceeth, to place his police and mili-
tary in readiness aud to show the mailed fist to the national
emancipation movement.

MacDonald's policy is India represents the most brutal
oppression of the working class; its only answer to the dee
mands for frecdom of a people numbering 350 million is the
bavounet, arrests, prison sentences, banishments, police vio-
lence. The trade union leaders haviug been thrown into prie
son, it is now the turn of the President of the Youth Leaguee
Nariman, Mahatma. Ghandi's son, Pandit Jawaharlal Neliru, the
President of the Indian National Congress and others. The
striking workers who have been fighting for weeks and even
for months for their rights, as, for instance the railway workers

of the G. I. P. Railway. are continually confronted iu their fight

by the police of the “Labour” Government.
And what is the II International doing? Nothing, not ¢ven
raising the slightest protest! It scems a mockery when ong



‘seads that the members of this same International who are
bludgeoning and imprisoning the striking workers in India, at
the same time propose to the trade unions of these workers
that they enter the Amsterdam International. If the Indian
workers still need any enlightenment regarding the true cha-
racter of the Amsterdam International, MacDonald is doing
his best to provide them with this enlightenment.

MacDénald's violent methods have naturally brought about
serious changes in the Indian mass movement itself. In face
of this policy of the strong hand, the futility of Gamdhi’s tac-
tics. of non-violence becomes obvious to the masses. Mac-
Donald’s provocations, which Gandhi continualy called upon
he Indian masses to meet with passive resitsance, are now
xoinz beyond the patience of these very long-suffering Indian
masses. The movement shows very clear symptoms that it is
geiting beyond the control of Mahatma Gandhi. Gandhi him-
self seems to regard the mass movement at the present mo-
ment as so threatening that he is beginning to adopt a radical
tone, to speak of the possibility of bloodshed. Still more re-
markable, however, is the fact that the movement is not only
concentrated in the districts of Ahmedabad which are under
the influence of Gandhi, but that the masses, and particularly
the working masses, in other remotc districts of India are
spontaneously taking up the anti-imperialist fight by acts of
sabotage, mass strikes and mass demonstrations.

‘MacDonald. in his Indian policy, is the exponent of British
-financial capital, the friend and helper of the reactionary clique
of celonlal officlals, who live like parasites on the Indian
masses,- the protector of that backward despotism which still
to-day holds down India. There could be no more reactio-
nary united front-than-this common block of all.the forces of
reaction and exploitation in India, .

But the Indian masses canmot and will' not retreat; Mac-
Donald’s policy, however, leaves no doubt that the eloquent
pacifist of the 1I. International will uot shrink from bloody
massacres, and that in fact he is actively preparing for this,
as is shown by the concentration of *‘rcliable” Mohammedan
regiments in .the disaffected districts.

In such ‘circumstances the result of the fight will to a
great extent depend upon whether the British working class
will succeed in staying the arm of their “Labour” Government,
whether they will permit the revolutionary movement in India
to be crushed, which would result in a strengthening of British
reaction and would have fatal efiects for the British proletariat,

“India is the test of MacDonald.” MacDonald is passing
his test by the Tory examiners as brilliantly as he has done
in the case of Egypt, Africa, Palestine and the whole of the vast
Empire which he is administering in the interest of the city
money-bags. But India is also a test for the Beitish proletariat
and for the C.P. of Great Britain. The fight of the Indian
people, the fight of the Indian proletariat against MacDonald,
against imperialism, must not remain Isolated. Against the re-
actionary block there must be set up the unmited fromt of the
enslaved Indlan masses with tbe fighting European ‘proletariat.




