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The Reign of Violence of the

MacDonald Government in India.

By V. Chabr.

When the MacDonald government entered into office, a

the Conservative politician, on being asked his opinion regarding

the probable length of life of the new Cabinet, declared that the

test for MacDonald would be India. For the English bourgeoi-

sie it is, as a matter of fact, more advantageous to make use

of its most Left wing, represented by MacDonald's Party, for

the purpose of crushing the Indian national revolutionary
movement.

Right from the first moment the government of the social

imperialists has not in any way differed from its reactionary,

conservative predecessor. The continuation of the Meerut

trial, the refusal to grant even the most elementary concessions

to the national-revolutionary movement, the ruthless attacks

on the striking workers all this the British financial magnates

themselves could not have better carried out than their social-
imperialist lackeys.

The revolutionary crisis in India is developing. Colossal
masses of the town workers and of the Indian peasants are

participating in the struggle. The Mass Strike as a weapon in

the fight against imperialist oppression, street demonstrations,
often leading to bloody collisions, active and passive resistance
to the violence of the imperialist government-these are the

outstanding features of the situation in India. Gandhi's March

originated as a result of the pressure of the profoundly excited

masses; it was undertaken by Gandhi in the hope that the

MacDonald government would prefer to come to a compromise

with the reformist wing of the Indian national movement,

with the advocates of non-violence", rather than call forth

an outbreak of the powerful and violent mass movement. Na-

tional reformism wanted to make it possible for MacDonald to

gain time. And MacDonald made use of this time in order

to arm his battalions to the teeth to place his police and mili-

tary in readiness and to show the mailed fist to the national

emancipation movement.
MacDonald's policy in India represents the most brutal

oppression of the working class ; its only answer to the de-

mands for freedom of a people numbering 350 million is the

bayonet, arrests, prison sentences, banishments, police vio-

lence. The trade union leaders having been thrown into pri-

son, it is now the turn of the President of the Youth League-

Nariman, Mahatma, Ghandi's son, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, the
President of the Indian National Congress and others. The

striking workers who have been fighting for weeks and even

for months for their rights, as, for instance the railway workers
of the G. I. P. Railway, are continually confronted in their fight

by the police of the "Labour" Government.

: Andwhat is the II. International doing? Nothing, not even

raising the slightest protest! It seems a mockery when one
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reads that the members of this same International who are

bludgeoning and imprisoning the striking workers in India, at

the same time propose to the trade unions of these workers

that they enter the Amsterdam International. If the Indian

workers still need any enlightenment regarding the true cha-

racter of the Amsterdam International, MacDonald is doing

his best to provide them with this enlightenment.

MacDonald's violent methods have naturally brought about

serious changes in the Indian mass movement itself. In face

of this policy of the strong hand, the futility of Gandhi's tac-
tics of non-violence becomes obvious to the masses. Mac-

Donald's provocations, which Gandhi continually called upon

the Indian masses to meet with passive resitsance, are now

going beyond the patience of these very long-suffering Indian

masses. The movement shows very clear symptoms that it is

getting beyond the control of Mahatma Gandhi. Gandhi him-

self seems to regard the mass movement at the present mo-

ment as so threatening that he is beginning to adopt a radical

tone, to speak of the possibility of bloodshed. Still more re-

markable, however, is the fact that the movement is not only

concentrated in the districts of Ahmedabad which are under

the influence of Gandhi, but that the masses, and particularly

the working masses, in other remote districts of India are

spontaneously taking up the anti-imperialist fight by acts of

sabotage, mass strikes and mass demonstrations.

MacDonald. in his Indian policy, is the exponent of British

financial capital, the friend and helper of the reactionary clique

of colonial officials, who live like parasites on the Indian

masses, the protector of that backward despotism which still

to-day holds down India. There could be no more reactio-

nary united front than this common block of all the forces of

reaction and exploitation in India.

But the Indian masses cannot and will not retreat; Mac-

Donald's policy, however, leaves no doubt that the eloquent

pacifist of the II. International will not shrink from bloody

massacres , and that in fact he is actively preparing for this,

as is shown by the concentration of "reliable" Mohammedan

regiments in the disaffected districts.

In such circumstances the result of the fight will to a

great extent depend upon whether the British working class

will succeed in staying the arm of their "Labour" Government,

whether they will permit the revolutionary movement in India

to be crushed, which would result in a strengthening of British

reaction and would have fatal effects for the British proletariat.

"India is the test of MacDonald." MacDonald is passing

his test by the Tory examiners as brilliantly as he has done

in the case of Egypt, Africa, Palestine and the whole of the vast

Empire which he is administering in the interest of the city

money-bags. But India is also a test for the British proletariat

and for the C. P. of Great Britain. The fight of the Indian

people, the fight of the Indian proletariat against MacDonald,

against imperialism, must not remain isolated. Against the re-

actionary block there must be set up the united front of the

enslaved Indian masses with the fighting European proletariat.

POLITICS

The Political Development in Germany.

By A. Norden (Berlin).

The Hindenburg-Brüning Government has been in office

for two weeks. In this short period it has increased sixfold

the import duty on eggs, greatly increased the import duties

on rye and meat, placed duties on milk and on a dozen other

articles of food, and abolished the free importation of frozen

meat. In short, Herr Schiele, the President of the big agrarian

Landbund and present Food Minister, has achieved more than

even the German National Party had demanded. Turnover

tax, taxes on tobacco, on sugar, beer all have been

accepted. And even if the Government majority in the Reichs-

tag has on occasion sunk to three or four votes, it has never-

theless remained a majority.

-

If one wishes to characterise this government in regard

to its attitude to the Constitution and democracy, one cannot

better describe it than as the government of semi-parliamenta-

rism. Certainly it is not a matter of indifference to it whether

it governs with this bourgeois block Reichstag or not. As the

"Berliner Börsenzeitung" writes:

"It will of course be better if the Government is able

to pass laws for a few months without disturbance

than if an election campaign and new elections were to

hinder the practical utilisation of the theoretical legislative

work and destroy it by inner-political upheavals."

George Bernard says the same thing a little bit more

plainly in the "Vossische Zeitung" :

"An election in a country where there are several

million unemployed, and where great excitement prevails

as a result of the Young Plan, would result in a con-

siderable growth of the extreme parties both of the Right

and of the Left."

The Government was determined to carry out at all cost

its taxation and tariff programme. In the event of a vote of

censure Herr Brüning, instead of resigning, would simply have

sent Parliament packing, governed without the Reichstag and,

between now and the fresh elections, would have passed a

whole series of measures imposing heavy burdens on the

masses, with the aid of the dictatorship article 48 of the

Constitution.

The class struggle has become so acute, the difficulties

among thẻ vàrious bourgeois fractions themselves are so great,

it is so hard to reconcile their interests, that the agents of

capital aré compelled even to abandon the fiction of democratic

government. The gradual abolition of democracy is the

reverse side of the crisis which is compelling the big bour.

geoisie to "protect capital with the iron reality of the bayonet"

(Rosa Luxemburg).

In the background there stands Herr Luther, the new

President of the Reichsbank, who gives orders to the govern-

ment in the same way as did his predecessor. And the Cabinet

answers by requesting that the notice calling in credits be

postponed-it will"get money in one way or other" -, goes

to the Reichstag and dictates its demands.

The Social Democratic Party tried to curry favour with

the government by causing its police to raid the European

Congress of Poor Peasants recently held in Berlin. The social

democratic town council in Berlin is acting in precisely the

same way as the bourgeois block government by raising rents,

street car fares and the cost of all other public services,

granting millions to the police and at the same time reducing

social expenditure. In the Reichstag the social democrats

reject the Communist motion to tax property, and on the

12th of April, on a critical vote, arranged for just the necessary

number of its deputies to be absent in order to ensure a

majority for the bourgeois block and thereby prevent new

elections which they so greatly fear.

The social democratic party is nothing else but the Left

hand of the bourgeois block government. By its police pre-

sidents it ensures the carrying out of the starvation laws of

the bourgeois block, and sabotages all fights for higher wages

and the seven-hour day. Capital has allotted to the social

democratic party, very much against the will of the latter, the

role of sham opposition.

The S. P. is carrying on its game very clumsily. On the

one hand it implores the bourgeoisie to accept the social

democracy again into the government, and on the other hand

Breitscheid, Hilferding and the "Vorwärts" conduct opposi-

tional agitation, the hollowness of which becomes immediately

obvious when it is pointed out that everything that Brüning is

doing is only the direct continuation of the Hermann Müller

policy.

Import duties on bacon are more important than a national

policy. The presents given by the government to the big

agrarians have rapidly dissolved the chauvinistic sham-

opposition to the Young Plan. The majority of the German
nationalists have already openly gone over to the government,

which has declared itself ready to pay all tribute to the victor

states. In Thuringia, the national socialist Minister for the
Interior Frick is carrying out an ultra-reactionary taxation
regime,


